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Rev.  Wm.  Rogers  to  Prbs.  Reed,  1781. 

Phil%  Maroh  12, 1781 
Haj  it  please  tbe  Co^indl, 

Observing  in  last  Weeks  Papers  Directions  gifen  &  Gentlemen 
appointed  for  settling  the  Depreciation  of  the  Pay  of  the  Offieeia  & 
Soldiers  of  the  Penns*  line,  Gonduding  with  a  Bequest  that  aU  Per- 
sons cUuming  Benefitt  under  the  Act  passed  for  said  Purpose  to 
attend,  &o.,  as  otherwise  thejr  will  be  in  Danger  of  SxclHmon4  ^ 

As  no  mention  whatever  is  made  of  the  Chaplains  who  claim  a 
Benefitt  &  they  being  not  Considered  as  Regimental  but  Brigade 
Offioersy  the  Subscriber  in  Behalf  of  himself  and  Docf  Jones  wishes 
to  know  where  &  when  we  are  to  apply  for  an  Adjustment  of  our 
Accounts  and  he  makes  no  Doubt  but  that  His  Excellency  the  Pres- 
ident Off  the  State  &  the  hon^^  the  Council  will  give  him  all  neces- 
sary Information. 

And  with  all  due  Respect  he  Remains  the  Council's  most  Obed* 
&  very  humble  Serv^ 

W.  ROGERS,  B«-  Chapl- 

Penns*  Line. 

If  Council  should  judge  it  most  Convenient  for  us  to  wait  the 
Return  of  the  Auditors  in  General  to  this  City — ^We  stall  be 
thereby  greatly  oblig'd. 

The  hon^*"  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  tbe  Commonwealth 
of  Pennsylvania* 

Indorsed,— From  Rev.  M'  Rogers,  March  12,  1781. 

Answ^  by  informing  him  he  will  be  heard  by  the  Auditors  in 
Phihd*. 

Prbs.  Reed  to  Board  of  War,  1781. 

Gentlemen, 

The  Lieutenant  of  the  County  of  Lancaster  &  the  first  Magistrate 
of  the  County  have  made  a  Representation  to  us  that  the  Magazine 
at  that  Place  containing  a  great  Quantity  of  An^munition  the  Pro- 
perty of  the  United  States  is  in  a  very  insecure  State  k  that  the 
iiritish  Prisoners  have  been  heard  to  drop  Expressions  which  denote 
some  bad  intentions  on  that  Score.  We  have  thought  it  our  Duty  to 
send  your  Board  the  Information  that  you  may  take  such  Measures 
as  you  may  judge  necessary. 

&  am  with  much  Respect,  Gent., 

Your  Obed.  Hbble  Ser. 
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Resolution  of  General  Assembly,  1781. 

SUte  of  PennsylTania 

In  General  Asiemblj. 

Monday^  12th  Maroh,  1781. 

Whereas  the  Confederation  of  the  United  States  is  now  happily 
oompleated,  and  an  opportunity  is  thereby  offered  to  bring  to  final 
Settlement  the  long  depending  dispute  between  this  State  and  thai 
of  Oonnectionti  Therefore 

Resolvedi  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Supreme  ExeoatiTe 
Council  to  take  all  necessary  and  expeditious  measures  for  the  con- 
sideration and  determination  of  the  said  'dispute  agreeable  to  the 
ninth  Article  of  the  Confederation  of  the  United  States. 
Extract  from  the  MinuteS| 

SAMUEL  STERETT,  Clerk.* 
Directedj 

His  Excellency  Jos.  Reed,  Esq.,  President,  &c.,  of  Pennsylvania. 


Resolution  of  General  Assembly,  1781. 

State  of  Pennsylvania 

In  General  Assembly. 

Tuesday,  13th  March,  1781. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  of  accounts  on  the  allowance  to  be 
made  to  the  Commissioners  for  extending  Mason  &  Dixon's  Line, 
&c.,  was  read  the  second  time,  Whereupon 

Resolved,  that  the  sum  of  twenty  shillings  per  Diem  be  paid  to 
each  of  the  Commissioners  aforesaid  during  the  time  of  their  being 
employed  in  manner  aforesaid,  exclusive  of  all  necessary  contingent 
expenses  which  will  be  paid  by  the  State. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

SAMUEL  STERETT,  Clerk.f 

*  Sec  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XIT.,  p.  «67. 
t  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XII.,  page  661. 
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Bbsolution  of  General  Assembly,  1781. 

State  of  PoDDsylyania 

In  General  Assemblj. 

Taesday,  13th  March^  1781. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  confer  with  a  Com- 
mittee of  Connoil  reepeoting  the  Property  of  Hog  Island  in  the 
Biyer  Delaware,  recommitted  on  the  24th  nit.,  was  returned  by  the 
Committee  and  read,  Whereupon 

Reaolyed,  that  the  Supreme  Execntiye  Council  be  directed  to 
prosecute  the  Claims  of  this  State  to  the  said  Island  as  part  of  the 
forfeited  estate  of  Joseph  Galloway,  an  attainted  Traitor. 
Extract  from  the  minuteS| 

SAMUEL  STERBTT,  Clerk.'^ 


Pres.  Reed  to  Assembly,  1781. 

Sir, 

We  latelyf  address'd  you  on  the  'Subject  of  the  Conyention  Pri- 
soners — A  matter  which  appeared  to  us  of  the  greatest  Importance 
to  the  peace  &■  Interests  of  the  State,  &  which  we  hoped  would  haye 
engaged  the  Attention  of  the  House  of  Assembly.  As  the  moye- 
ment  of  the  British  Prisoners  has  been  founded  on  the  Representa- 
tion of  the  Legislatiye  Power  of  Virffinla  &  Harprland  it  appeared. 
))roper  to  oppose  the  like  Weight  to  their  remaining  in  this  State. 
The  Ezpenoe  of  these  Troops  we  compute  at  J^,576  monthly,  the 
furnishing  of  which  cannot  be  delayed  or  dispensed  with  but  at  the 
Risque  of  the  most  alarming  Conseouences.  If  no  Relief  can  be 
giyen  on  this  Occasion  we  shall  probably  comply  with  the  Direction 
of  Congress  as  to  the  Places,  only  assigning  Lancaster  for  the  British 
&  York  for  the  Germans. — We  haye  hitherto  delayed  giying  ordera" 
for  the  militia  Guards  or  the  preyiding  these  Troops,  flattering  our* 
selyes  that  the  Germans  at  least  mieht  be  forwarded  to  some  other 
State.  We  therefore  request  that  if  the  House  think  it  of  Conse-. 
quenoe  they  will  immediately  take  it  into  Consideration,  &  for  their 
Information  we  forward  the  last  Lietter  received  from  the  Board  of 
War  on  the  Subject. 

I  am  Sir, 

with  due  Respect  &  Consideration. 
Indorsed,— ^ItLTch  18,  1781. 

♦  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  Xll,  p.  661. 
t  See  Vol.  VIIL,  pp.  768,  767,  768. 
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Prbs.  Bbbd  to  William  Hbkrt,  1781. 

Sir, 

Your  several  Favours  of  the  3d  &  7  &  12*  lost,  bave  been  re- 
ceived &  would  have  been  answered  sooner  but  for  my  Indisposition. 
We  are  sorry  to  find  the  Officers  of  the  Army  decline  accepting  the 
two  Dollars,  as  we  hoped  in  their  distressed  State  for  Want  of  Pay 
&  Necessaries  that  this  Sam  would  not  have  been  beneath  their 
Notioe.  If  as  a  Symptom  of  finding  themselves  in  a  more  comfortable 
State  of  Finance  we  should  rejoice  to  hear  it,  but  if  it  is  too  little 
for  the  Officers  we  think  it  too  much  for  the  Serjeant.  Mr.  W.'s 
Conduct  has  been  the  Subject  of  much  Consideration  &  we  are  partly 
determined  to  remove  him,  but  the  Difficulty  is  to  appoint  the  Suo- 
cessor — We  really  have  a  Reluctance  to  appoint  Persons  to  Offices 
who  have  declined  them  in  Days  of  Difficulty  k  are  also  disinclined 
to  the  Government,  but  if  suitable  Persons  of  another  Character 
cannot  be  had  we  must  appoint  the  others — You  may  depend  upon 
it  some  Thing  will  be  done  shortly  on  this  Subject 

With  Respect  to  the  Guard  at  the  Magaiines  we  supposed  the 
Property  to  be  of  the  United  States,  &  have  accordingly  made  strong 
Representations  to  the  Board  of  War,  accompanied  with  an  Extract 
from  your  Letter  &  also  from  Col.  Hubley  on  that  Subject — As  soon 
as  any  Determination  is  had  we  will  let  you  know. 

As  Col.  Atlee  is  now  goin^  home  we  hope  he  will  put  his  Lieu- 
tenants Accounts  in  such  Tram  as  that  you  may  receive  the  Money 
which  may  be  due  the  Publick  from  that  Quarter.  We  are  most 
exoeedingiy  distressed  for  Want  even  of  small  Sums,  the  Treasury, 
being  deplorably  low  &  not  in  any  likely  Way  to  be  recruited  very 
soon. 

You  may  depend  upon  it  that  no  Use  will  be  made  of  your  Name 
in  any  Proceedmgs  which  respect  Mr.  W. 

We  are  very  apprehensive  that  Congress  will  order  the  Convention 
Prisoners  to  the  Number  of  2500  or  8000  to  be  stationed  at  Lancas- 
ter &  York.  We  have  wrote  to  our  Delegates  &  done  every  Thing 
in  our  Power  to  prevent  it,  but  we  fear  with  little  Effect  A  Rep- 
resentation from  the  Inhabitants  of  Lancaster  to  their  Members  of 
Assembly  would  probably  have  a  good  Effect  if  the  Measure  appears 
to  them  disadvantageous  to  the  State  in  general  or  the  Town  in 
particular. 

I  am  Sir, 

your  Obed.  Hbble.  Ser. 

P.  S.     You  will  please  to  pay  the  Recruits  their  second  Bounty 
as  it  beeomes  due,  Council  having  given  Directions  for  that  Purpose 
which  we  hoped  you  had  received. 
Jndortedy 

March  18,  1781. 

.    »  See  YoL  VIIT,  pages  764,  761. 
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Board  op  War  to  Prbs.  Rbed,  1781. 

War  Office,  Marth  13;  1781. 
Sir, 

The  Board  have  been  honoured  with  your  Excelleocy's  Letter  of 
yesterday.  We  eball  send  for  CoL  Procter  k  examine  into  the  Aifair 
of  the  Boy  whose  Case  yoo  have  been  pleased  to  mention.  By  the 
Articles  of  War  the  Col.  or  commanding  Officer  of  the  Regiment  is 
the  proper  Person  to  grant  Discharges.  We  could  have  wished  that 
the  Gentlemen  who  undertook  the  BosinesB  of  the  Pennsilvania 
Line  had  determined  this  Matter,  as  it  seems  in  its  Nature  to  be 
siaiiiar  to  the  Oases  they  have  already  decided  upon.  We  are  daily 
applied  to  by  Soldiers  who  wish  to  have  Discharges  on  one  pretence 
or  other,  &  are  fearful  of  beginning  the  Practice  of  granting  them^ 
as  we  do  not  know  how  far  it  may  lead.  We  shall  not  however  be 
inattentive  to  jour  Recommendation,  to  which  we  wish  to  pay  every 
Respect. 

A  very  considerable  Time  ago  ire  ordered  the  Dragoons  of  Col. 
Moylan's  Regiment  to  take  the  Guard  at  Lancaster  of  the  Magazine 
&  publiek  Stores,  &  are  at  a  Loss  to  know  why  our  Orders  were  not 
complied  with.  The  Stores  &  Ammunition  are  by  no  Means  so 
considerable  as  the  Inhabitants  represent,  but  some  Attention  shoild 
be  paid  to  them,  &  we  thought  we  had  provided  for  their  Security 
by  ordering  the  G  uard  before  mentioned.  We  shall  call  upon  the 
Commanding  Officer  to  know  the  Reasons  of  his  Failure  to  put  our 
Directions  into  Execution. 

We  are  not  a  little  uneasy  under  the  Situation  of  the  Affairs  of 
the  Convention  Prisoners  who  must  e'er  this,  be  far  advanced  on 
their  Way  to  this  State.  It  does  not  appear  that  Congress  have 
made  any  Alteration  in  their  first  Determination  upon  this  Subject, 
Hor  is  it  likely  they  will  supercede  their  former  Resolve,  as  we  un- 
derstnnd  the  Committee  to  whom  the  Matter  waa  referred  have 
reported  that  the  Measures  recommended  therein  should  be  persned. 
Taking  it  therefore  for  granted  that  the  first  Resolve  will  stand,  we 
beg  that  Council  will  be  pleased  to  adopt  the  proper  Measures  for 
irtttstaihing  &  guarding  these  Prisoners  at  such  Places  as  they  shall 
deem  most  convenient  in  this  State.  The  Artificers  being  at  Car- 
Kale  we  hope  that  Place  will  not  be  thought  of,  as  we  are  preparing 
ibr  vigorously  carrying  on  the  several  Branches  of  Business  neces- 
sary for  the  ensuing  Campaign.  These  Preparations  would  have 
been  now  far  advanced  had  it  been  in  our  Power  to  have  kept  the 
Men  at  Work,  which  could  not  be  done  for  Want  of  Provisions  & 
Money.  Whatever  Derangements  or  Disadvantages  the  Post  at 
Carlisle  labours  under,  it  is  the  chief  Dependance  we  have  for  the 
Preparation  of  Ordnance  Stores. 

We  conceive  that  at  least  four  hundred  Rank  &  File  of  Militia^ 
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properly  officered,  will  be  necessary  as  Guards  on  a  Sapposition  tbat 
one  Division  of  the  Prisoners  is  kept  at  Lancaster,  where  they  may 
be  guarded  by  about  one  hundred  &  fifty  Men.  The  Magazine  at 
that  Place  should  then  be  also  guarded  by  the  Militia.  We  know 
not  in  what  Situation  the  Barracks  at  Lancaster  are  but  presume  if 
the  Prisoners  are  to  be  there  Council  will  be  pleased  to  direct  them 
to  be  put  in  Order  at  the  Expence  of  the  United  States.  Altho'  at 
the  Close  of  the  Resolve  of  Congress  on  this  Subject  it  should  seem 
that  this  Board  are  to  take  Measures  for  providing  Guards  &  Sup- 
plies for  the  Prisoners ;  we  think  it  necessary  to  inform  that  we  have 
no  other  Means  in  our  Power  than  by  calling  on  your  Ezoellency  & 
the  Honble  Council  for  Militia  as  Guards  &  for  Supplies  of  Provi- 
sions in  Part  of  the  Quota  requested  by  Congress  of  the  State. 
When  the  Prisoners  arrive  we  shall  appoint  an  Officer  to  superintend 
them  &  see  that  due  Order  is  preserved  &  the  Supplies  properly  dis- 
tributed. 

We  have  the  Honour  to  be 

with  the  greatest  Respect  &  Esteem 

your  very  obed  Servt8.| 

RICHARD  PETERS, 

By  order. 
Directed^ 

Go  public  Service. 

His  Ezoellency  President  Reed,  in  Council. 

War  Office. 


Pres.  Reed  to  Col.  Adam  Hublbt,  1781. 

March  14, 1781. 
Sir, 

Your  Favonr  of  the  3'  Inst,  baa  been  duly  received — inclosed  you 
have  the  Resolutions  of  Council  with  Respect  to  the  Volunteers,  to 
whom  you  will  observe  that  the  P^y  is  due  from  the  United  States 
&  that  the  Soldiers  who  are  engaged  for  the  War  &  served  during 
the  same  Period  have  not  yet  received  theirs. 

Col.  Atlee  being  now  returned  we  hope  yon  will  be  able  to  get 
the  Business  of  the  Lieutenants  in  Train,  so  as  to  have  all  due  Ar- 
rangements made — This  will  be  the  more  necessary  if  the  Conven- 
tion Prisoners  should  be  brought  into  this  State  as  proposed^ 
Lancaster  &  York  being  the  Places  thought  of  for  their  Reception. 

We  have  wrote  to  the  Board  of  War  respecting  the  Magasine,  for 
as  the  Property  is  of  the  United  States,  we  think  it  quite  sufficient 
to  find  the  Building  without  adding  the  Expence  of  a  constant 
Guard.     As  soon  as  the  Answer  is  received  will  let  you  know. 

Council  would  have  you  bring  down  the  Arms  &c.  from  Cox's 
lown^  &  have  them  put  in  Order  as  soon  as  possible. 
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Soppomng  that  Congresfl  shonld  require  a  Oaard  of  ub  wo  Bhonld 
rather  engage  a  few  Men  for  a  GonBtonoj  if  ib  be  had  than  go  this 
Militia  Detail.  We  wish  70a  to  inform  us  whether  this  maj  not  be 
done. 

I  ion  Sir, 

your  Obed.  HbU.  Serr. 
lnJ(>rsedf 

March  14,  1781. 
Directed, 

Col.  A.  Hublej. 


Prbs.  Bbed  to  Mons.  Holeeb,  1781. 

Sir, 

Mj  Indiapoaition  last  Week  prevented  my  sending  yon  the  in- 
elosed  Memorandum  of  the  particalars  which  were  Uie  Subject  of 
Discussion  last  Fall  in  the  Council  &  by  which  we  apprehended  the 
Interest  of  the  State  &  its  inhabitants  &  the  necessary  Harmony 
of  publick  Business  to  be  material  affected.  The  Change  of  Circum- 
stances by  taking  off  the  Embargo  ft  some  other  particulars  have 
made  farther  Discussion  less  necessary  for  future  Gk)vemment  than 
it  would  otherwise  have  been,  but  as  we  are  disposed  to  attend  to 
any  Explanations  you  may  think  proper  to  give^  the  several  Matters 
are  stated  for  your  Information  &  Consideration. 

I  am  Sir, 

your  most  Obe*  Hbble  Serv*. 
Indonedf 

March  14, 1781. 


Hr.  Holker  being  Agent  of  the  French  Marine  &  Shins  arriving 
with  Merobandiae  to  bis  Care  &  Direction  which  by  the  Laws  of  the 
States  should  have  b^n  reported  at  the  Custom  House  &  of  which 
notice  was  given  to  Mr.  Holkor  first  by  the  Naval  Officer  &  after 
Report  by  him.  of  neglect  by  the  Prcsideut  of  the  State,  &  an  assur- 
ance given  on  the  rart  of  Mr.  Holker  that  all  necessary  Steps 
should  be  taken  the  same  was  finally  omitted  &  the  Vessels  sailed 
again  without  any  Regard  to  the  Laws  of  the  State  in  this  particular. 
By  Mr.  Holkers  going  to  the  Office  with  Capt.  Ethcart  upon  his  ar- 
rival, &  promising  a  Compliance  with  the  Law  as  well  as  by  the 
Nature  of  his  Office  as  Agent,  it  is  presumed  Mr.  Holker  should 
done  the  Business  himself  or  used  effectual  Measures  to  have  had  it 
done  by  Capt.  Ethcart. 

Secondly.  When  Coounissioner  appointed  by  the  Assembly  made 

1* 
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a  Toar  thro  tbe  State  last  Fall,  great  Complaints  were  made  by  the 
Inhabitants  of  tbe  frontier  Townships  in  Berks  County,  that  Persons 
employed  under  some  Contract  with  the  Consul  of  France  cutting 
Masts  on  the  Waters  of  Schuylkill  had  brought  the  Depredations  of 
the  Indians  on  their  settlements,  occasioned  a  C^ll  of  Militia  of  300 
Men  &  thereby  brought  an  Ezpence  on  the  State  of  at  least  £1000. 
Whether  these  Masts  were  cut  on  the  yaoant  Lands  of  the  State  or 
private  Property  does  not  appear.  But  it  is  apprehended  to  be 
wrong  in  two  Bespects. 

1.  That  Masts  of  a  particular  Size  have  in  America  ever  been 
deemed  not  mere  Private  Property  even  when  growing  on  private 
Soil,  but  a  Property  in  which  the  publick  was  interested,  suitable 
Masts  bein^  an  Article  of  great  national  Concern  &  hence  before 
tbe  Revolution  Masts  above  were  seizable  if  found  in  private  Pos- 
session &  the  Lands  having  been  located  under  this  Reservation 
it  may  be  reasonably  questioned  whether  the  Right  is  not  vested  in 
the  State.  Mr.  Smith,  now  Loan  Officer  was  formerly  Deputy  Ranger 
under  Gov  Wentworth  for  the  Purpose  of  procuring  the  publick 
Property  in  Masts  in  this  State. 

Secondly.  The  probable  &  natural  Tendency  this  Business  would 
have  to  distress  the  Inhabitants  by  raising  so  distinguished  an  Object 
of  attention  to  the  Enemy  &  the  Savages  their  allies  which  would 
have  made  it  reasonable  to  have  had  the  Countenance  of  publick 
Authority. 

Thirdly.  The  improper  use  made  of  the  Priviledge  granted 
Mr.  Ilolker  as  Agent  of  the  French  Marines  to  export  Flour  out  of 
this  State  under  the  late  Embargo  Law,  it  being  represented  to  the 
Council  that  Mr.  Holker  after  purchasing  Flour  has  sold  it  again  to 
Merchants  having  Vessels  bound  to  the  West  Indies  transferring  to 
them  in  that  Case  the  Privilege  of  Exportation  for  private  Emolu- 
ments— the  Facts  as  represented  being  that  Mr.  Holker  sold  the 
Flour  at  an  advanced  price  of  tbe  Market  here  laying  the  Exporter 
under  an  Obligation  to  offer  it  to  the  government,  of  the  French 
Island,  but  if  either  this  Defect  of  Quality  or  Difference  of  Price  it 
was  not  taken,  the  Merchant  then  having  the  Priviledge  to  dispose  of 
it  as  he  thought  proper — Mr.  Holker  in  this  Case  accompanying  the 
Flour  with  the  Passport  of  the  State  obtained  under  the  Indulgence 
afforded  by  Law  to  Flour  shipped  for  the  immediate  use  of  his 
Christian  Majesty's  Army  &  Navy. 

Fourthly.  The  Representation  eiven  by  Genl.  Arnold  in  his 
Papers  of  Mr.  Holker's  Concern  in  the  Sloop  Active  then  in  Dispute 
with  their  State  has  been  since  explained  by  the  Minister  to  Satis- 
faction. 
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Rbsolution  of  Gsnbbal  Assembly,  1781. 

State  of  PeDsilTftnby  In  Gonend  AsMinblj,  Miurch  UUi,  1781. 

A  Letter  from  Bis  Excellency  tbe  President  in  Coanoil,  respecting 
the  Convention  Prisoners  ordered  into  this  State,  was,  read  &  like- 
wise an  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Board  of  War,  accompanjing 
the  sameu 

Ordered,  That  thej  be  xeferred  to  Mr.  Lowrey,  Mr.  Meaee 
MeOleaa,  &  Mr.  Smycer^  to  eonfer  with  the  supreme  exeontiYe  on 
the  sobjeot  matter  thereof. 

Extract  ftom  the  minntee, 

SAMUEL  STEIUSTT,  Clerk.* 


Pres.  Bbed  to  Aubitorb  of  Bucks  Co.  1781. 

Oentlemen, 

The  Persons  mentioned  in  tbe  enclosed  List  complain  that  yon 
have  refused  to  settle  with  tbem  for  their  Depreciation  altho'  they 
have  regularly  discharged  the  Service.  We  hiftve  therefore  direoted 
them  to  retnrn  to  yon  for  settlement  which  we  desire  you  to  make 
with  them  unless  some  extraordinary  Rea89n  should  intervene  which 
in  this  Case  would  have  you  communicate  to  us.  Col.  Proctors 
Threats  &  Conduct  towards  these  Men  if  truly  represented  to  us  is 
very  displeasipg,  &  the  more  as  there  have  been  several  Complaints 
of  Col.  Proctor  of  the  like  Kind,  &  he  promised  more  Care  &  atten- 
tion in.  future.. 

As  the  isettlement  18  oonducted  under  your  Direction  we  expect 
jon  will  not  suffer  others  to  interfere  in  the  Matter  but  exercise 
yonr  own  Judgement,  protect  all  those  who  come  for  Settlement 
mmi  any  rongh  Treatment  by  their  officers,  &  we  direct  Rations  to 
fasne  a  convenient  Time  to  all  snch  Soldiers  as  apply  for  settlement. 
I  am  Gent. 

Tour  Obed.  Hbbe. 

*  Indorsed f 

March  15, 1781. 

*  Ste  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  Xlf.,  p.  660. 
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Auditors  to  Pbes.  Reed,  1781 

Tellow  Springs  March  IStb^  1781 
Sir, 

yfe  have  met  with  nothing  extraordinary  in  onr  hnmness  as  jet 
The  troops  were  at  this  place  and  it  would  have  been  convenient  to 
have  had  them  removed  to  Downings  town ;  ^e  therefore  agreed  to 
meet   them  here,  leaving  public  notice  that  any  who  attended  there 
might  know  where  we  were  gone.    There  is  but  one  officer  here  vix. 
Major  Hamilton  of  the  2nd,  who  has  been  a  prisoner.     The  time 
allowed  is  much  too  short  to  execute  the  business  in,  we  are  at  it  night 
and  day,  There  is  one  Sunday  in  the  time  for  next  post  which  must 
be  taken  for  business  and  the  time  here  made  so  much  the  longer. 
The  pay-master  Gen.  must  furnish  the  advances  to  the  regiments 
before  any  thinff  can  be  done  at  Lancaster,  there  are  some  Officers 
of  the  2nd,  Coming  up  immediately,  if  those  papers  and  they  from  the 
Aud.  Gencdral  are  ready  should  think  it  a  good  conveyance. 
We  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  respect, 
Sir  your  most  obed.  Humble  Servt. 
JNO.  NICHOLSON, 
JOHN  HANNUM, 
JNO.  B£ATON. 
JXrectedj 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esqr.^   President  of  the  State  of 
Pdnnsyleania. 
^  fiivour  of  Capt  Pearson. 


Gov.  OF  Maryland  to  Pbes.  Bbbd,  1781. 

In  Council,  Ann%  16  March,  1781. 
Sir, 

We  are  informed  by  his  Excellency  Governor  Jefferson,  that  the 
Convention  Troops  and  those  taken  at  the  Cowpens,  were  at  Win- 
chester on  the  12^  Instant,  on  their  March  to  Lancaster,  agreeable 
to  an  Order  of  Confess  of  the  8'  Instant.  As  we  apprehend  those 
Troops  are  by  this  time  at  Knowland's  Ferry,  the  point  from  whence 
they  are  to  be  under  the  direction  of  this  State,  and  must  proceed  in 
a  few  Days ;  We  thought  it  necessary  to  communicate  these  circum- 
stances to  your  Excellency,  that  measures  may  be  adopted  to  supply 
them  with  Provision  as  soon  as  they  arrive  in  Pennsylvania.  We 
are  so  circumscribed  by  the  Quantities  of  Provisions  furnished  the 
Detachment  under  the  Marquis,  that  it  will  be  with  difficulty  we  can 
subsist  them  to  your  borders. — ^The  prisoners  from  this  State  ordered 
to  York  Town,  will  also  proceed  in  a  few  Days,  about  800  British ; 
the  number  from  Virginia  we  cannot  ascertain. 


PENNSYLVANIA  ABOHIVES  1781.  18 

If  the  Executive  of  your  State  should  fix  on  any  other  places  than 
those  assigned  by  Congress  for  their  Reception,  We  request  your 
Excellency  to  give  Us  the  earliest  information   thereof,  with  the 
necessary  communication  respecting  Supplies. 
We  have  the  Honor  to  be, 
with  great  Consideration, 

your  Excellency's  mo.  Obed^  H'ble  serv**, 

THOS.  S.  LEE. 
His  Ex'y  Jos.  Beed,  Esq. 


Auditors  to  Pass;  Bbed,  1781. 

Newtown,  16**  March,  1781. 
May  it  Please  your  Excellency : 

We  this  moment  rec'd  yours  dated  Yesterday,  (Inclosing  a  Peti- 
tion from  a  number  of  men  desiring  a  Settlement)  by  the  Contents 
of  which,  we  learn  that  your  Excellency  and  the  Honorable  Council 
take  it  for  granted  that  we  have  absolutely  refused  them  a  Settle- 
ment, which  we  conceive  is  not  clearly  the  case,  the  matter  beine 
freely  canvass'd  by  M'  Stevenson  and  us ;  at  which  time  it  appeared 
that  they  had  been  fairly  enlisted  during  the  War,  the  enlistments 
being  signed  by  themselves.  And  Acknowledged  by  the  Civil  Magis- 
trates ;  and  therefore,  the  reputation  both  of  the  Civil  &  Military 
OiScers  being  Pledged,  we  were  rather  inclined  to  Yiew  them  as 
belonging  to  the  reg%  and,  by  a  natural  Consequence,  in  such  a 
Predicament  as  would  amount  to  nothing  less  than  Desertion  :  and 
must  beg  leave  to  express  our  difficulties,  and  that  in  this  Particular 
and  difficult  Case,  your  Excellency  and  the  Honorable  Council  wbtild 
give  us  positive  directions,  as  we  should  think  it  our  greatest 
honour  could  we  do  Justice  to  the  Soldier,  support  the  honour  of 
the  Civil  &  Military  officer,  &  meet  the  approbation  of  your 
Excellency.  Permit  us,  Sir,  in  the  mean  time,  to  assuro  your  Ezoel- 
lenoy,  that  we  are,  with  the  most  Profound  Kespect, 
Your  Excellency's  most  Obedient 
and  very  Humble  Servants, 

ABM.  DUBOIS, 
WILLIAM  GOFORTH. . 

Directed 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  President  of  the  Supreme  Execu* 
*  tive  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 
Indorsed^ 

Bead  March  17,  1781. 
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Pres.  Reed  to  Comxitteb  of  Assemblt,  1781. 

Gentlemen : 

Perusing  the  Minutes  of  the  2'  Inst.,  we  observe  the  Report  to 
be  so  stated  as  to  imply  a  Non  P^formance  of  the  Promises  made 
to  the  discontented  Soldiers  at  Trenton,  which  we  apprehend  may  not 
only  be  prejudicial  to  us  personally,  but  ha?e  a  bad  Effect  on  the 
Soldiers  and  others,  who  will  conceive  that  Promises  were  made  to 
the  Troops  while  under  Arms,  which  have  not  been  siuoe  complied 
with.  We  apprehended  that  we  had  clearly  explained  to  the  Com- 
mittee that  the  Promises  made  on  that  Occasion  were  fully  performed, 
&  rather  exceeded,  in  giving  Fifty  Shillings  "^  Month  not  mentioned 
in  the  Proposals.  There  was  nothing  on  that  Occasion,  or  at  any 
Time  since,  engaged  to  the  Officers,  as  the  Report  seems  to  imply. 
We  presume  the  Promise  referred  to  in  the  Report,  was  the  Cloathing 
ment'  in  the  5th  Article  of  the  recruiting  Instractions. 

In  executing  this  disagreeable  &  unthankful  Service  in  the  best 
Manner  we  could,  we  only  discharged  a  publick  Duty ;  bat  w« 
apprehend  it  should  stand  fairly  stat^  on  our  publick  Proceedings ; 
and  as  the  Mode  of  Settlement  by  peaceable  Means,  rather  than  an 
Attempt  of  suppressing  by  Force,  has  been  the  Subject  of  Complaint, 
it  would  have  given  us  some  Satisfaction  if  the  Committee,  after 
being  possessed  of  all  the  Documents  on  that  Subject,  had  expressed 
their  Opinion  on  this  Point  to  the  House. 

As  we  presume  the  Committee  did  not,  in  their  Report,  intend  to 
oonvey  any  unfavourable  Ideas  of  the  Proposals  &  the  Execution  of 
them,  we  rely  upon  their  Candour  to  rectify  it  upon  the  Minutes. 

Directed^ — To  Messrs.  Morris,  Mifflin,  Smith  and  others,  Com- 
mittee of  Assembly. 

Indorsed,— ^Urch  16, 1781. 


Pres.  Reed  to  Board  of  War,  1781. 

(Gentlemen, 

We  acknowledge  the  Receipt  of  your  Favour  of  the  13th'*'  Inst., 
calling  upon  us  to  prepare  a  Guard  of  400  militia  &  to  supply  Pro- 
visions &  all  other  Necessaries  for  the  Convention  Troops,  observing 
that  tho'  the  Hon.  Congress  had  directed  you  to  take  measures  for 
guarding  &  supplying  these  Troops  after  they  arrive  at  their  pro- 
posed Quarters  that  you  have  no  other  Means  in  your  Power  to 
comply  with  this  Direction  than  by  calling  on  the  Board  for  that 
Ouard  &  those  Supplies.  We  are  sorry.  Gentlemen,  to  inform  yoa 
that  in  the  present  exhausted  State  of  our  Treasury  we  have  little 
Prospect  of  being  able  to  answer  your  Expectations.  We  have 
computed  the  Monthly  Expcnce  of  feeding  these  Troops  &  Guards 
at  £8,960  Specie  *^  month— the  Pay  of  the  Militia  &  Repair  of 
Barracks  will  also  be  very  considerable — which  added  to  the  neces- 
*  See  page  7. 
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mry  AdvaooeB  daUy  naking  for  the  SnsleBiiMe  of  tbe  Pritonert^ 
already  here  amountuig  to  1000— to  the  recniiting  &  Support  of 
tbe  PennajWania  Lino  daily  iDoreaaing  &  wholly  withio  tho  State, 
tbf  aspply  of  tbe  ContiBeiitai  Army,  the  Artifioera,  Invalida,  Meefaa-. 
uokBy  it  other  Depeiideiioiea  on  Cmigreaa,  will,  we  are  peraoaded, 
be  a  BarthoD  iDsopportable. — And  we  mtiat  aeknowledge  freely  Uwt 
ve  think  it  very  nnequal  that  when  there  are  13  Statea  in  Union 
all  the  Prisonera  ahoald  be  brought  into  one.  We  have  allwaya 
aademToored  to  eomply  with  Reqniaitiona  when  in  our  Power,  but 
we  do  not  aee  the  leaat  Probability  of  answering  present  Ezpeeta- 
tiona  in  their  fall  Extent. — ^Having  already  observed  to  our  Dele* 

Sten  in  Congreaa  the  Danger  of  adding  to  the  Dieaafieotien  of  the 
habitants,  especially  from  the  Influenee  of  the  German  Offioers, 
le  need  not  touch  on  that  Head,  tho'  of  a  very  delicate  &  alarming 
Katave.  But  in  another  View  the  brindng  these  Troops  into  the 
State  moBt  affeot  the  general  Interest  mould  fkey  cross  the  8ua^ 
qoehanna  we  aie  fuUy  persuaded  much  the  greateet  Part  of  them 
will  be  in  New  Tork  id  a  lew  months ;  they  will  find  so  many 
Friends  &  Opp^*  to  convey  them  thither  that  unless  closely  confinea 
BO  Precautions  will  be  suffelent  to  prevent  this  Evil.  Our  militia 
Vk  the  Oountty  are  very  badly  armed,  so  that  if  either  thro*  Scarcity 
of  Provisions,  other  Discontent  or  Impatience  of  Captivity  theaa 
Troops  should  resolve  to  serve  the  Enemy  &  prefer  Force  to  Deser- 
tioD  we  apprehend  there  is  Danger  of  ih^  effecting  it.  The  High 
Price  of  Provisions,  of  Fuel  &  all  other  necessaries  at  Lancaster  & 
Tork  will  be  an  Object  also  well  worthy  of  Coosideration,  the  Rates 
of  Wood  &  other  necessary  articles  at  Lancaster  not  differing  mate- 
rially from  those  of  Philad". — ^This  will  be  our  last  Representation 
on  the  Subject  which  we  have  thought  it  our  Doty  to  make — that 
shoald  any  bad  Consequences  result  we  may  stand  fully  acquitted,, 
having  declared  our  Opinion  that  we  shall  not  be  able  to  provide 
for  them  with  that  Plenty  or  guard  them  in  that  Security  which  the 
Case  requires. 

Jk<2orsecf,— March  16, 1781. 


Prs8.  Bebd  to  6snl.  Waykb,  1781. 

Sir, 

Mr.  Matlack  has  just  now  shewn  us  a  Letter  from  Gen.  Irvine  to 
you  complaining  that  seasonable  notice  not  being  given  of  the  Law 
for  raising  Men  by  Classes  they  have  hitherto  made  little  or  no  Pro- 
gress in  Cumberland  County.  As  this  Letter  &  Sentiment  may 
probably  be  communicated  to  others  we  think  you  will  do  well  to 
set  Gen.  Irvine  right  in  this  Matter,  the  Laws  in  Question  with 
printed  Instructions  having  been  sent  by  Express  into  every  County 
above  two  months  ago.     As  this  was  a  particular  Duty  of  the  Coun- 
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oil,  &  10  which  we  used  all  possihle  Despatch,  we  could  wish  Gentle- 
men would  not  hastily  take  up  Opinions  erroneous  in  themselves  & 
discouraging  to  Gentlemen  in  Offioe. 

With  R^pect  to  Oloathing  we  have  done  every  Thing  in  our 
Power  h6wever  de6oient  our  Exertions — with  an  empty  Treasury, 
little  Credit,  &  a  real  Scarcity  of  suitable  Cloth — we  have  600  Suits 
in  Hand  with  Blankets  &  Shoes  which  will  be  ready  for  Delivery 
in  a  short  Time.  As  to  Camp  Equipage,  Forges,  &c.,  we  apprehend 
they  are  properly  the  Business  of  the  Qr.  Master  who  is  doubtless 
exerting  himself  as  much  as  the  Circumstances  of  the  Country  will 
admit. 

When  we  compare  our  Supplies  with  those  furnished  by  other 
States  we  apprehend  we  may  justly  take  some  merit  for  our  Exer- 
tions for  two  yean  past,  of  which  we  have  many  acknowledgements 
among  our  Papers.  Having  the  like  Disposition  we  shall  persevere 
in  the  like  Conduct  as  we  are  enabled  by  the  Assembly,  being  on 
all  Occasions  anxious  to  afford  the  necessary  Supplies. 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  Obed.  Hbble  Ser., 
J.  REED. 
IHrected, 

Gen.  Wayne. 

iWewsM?,— March  17,  1781. 


Pkbs.  Bebd  to  Gbnskal  Absbmblt,  1781. 

Sir, 

Council  have  thought  it  necessary  that  I  should  communicate  the 
inclosed  Letter  from  Gonl.  Irwine  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  as 
containing  some  useful  Information  on  receiving  Grain  for  Taxes. 
Impressing  from  the  Inhabitants  has  ever  been  found  to  be  attended 
with  so  many  Inconveniencies  that  we  cannot  think  of  assuming  any 
Power  of  this  Kind  as  requested  by  Gen.  Irwine,  &  particularly  as 
there  is  at  present  no  Law  in  Force  for  the  Purpose  but  what 
requires  the  Money  to  be  paid  down  before  the  Articles  are 
removed. 

I  am  Sir,  with  due  Regard, 

Your  Obed.  Hbble  Ser., 

J.  R. 

incforMcf,— March  17, 1781. 

To  the  Hon.  Speaker  of  General  Assembly. 
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Prbs.  Rkbd  to  David  Duncan,  1781. 

Sir, 

Being  appointed  a  Commissioner  of  Parobases  for  the  County  of 
Westmoreland*  yon  are  to  proceed  in  that  Duty  with  all  Despatch 
so  as  to  supply  the  Garrison  at  Fort  Pitt  k  such  Troops  as  may  be 
drawn  forth  under  the  Authority  of  Council  for  the  Defence  of  the 
Frontiers. — The  amount  of  your  yearly  Purchases  is  limited  to  816 
Barrels  Flour,  5000  Gallons  Whiskey,  200,000  lbs.  Beef  or-  Pork, 
1000  Bushels  of  Com  or  2000  Bushels  of  Oats,  which  you  will 
purchase  with  as  much  oeconomy  as  possiblci  &  at  such  Periods  aa 
will  be  most  necessary  &  convenient  Untill  next  Harvest  you  are 
not  to  exceed  the  following  Prices,  viz. :  Flour,  BOs.  ^  C^  Wheat 
^  Bushel,  10s.,  Indian  Com,  5s.,  Whiskey,  7s.  6  ^  Gall,  but  to 
get  them  as  much  lower  as  possible. 

Apply  to  the  late  Commissioner  &  receive  from  him  what  Effects 
he  has  on  Hand  agreeable  to  a  Return  to  be  furnished  you  by  Col. 
Morgan.  If  Mr.  Perry  makes  any  Difficulty  of  delivering  up  the 
Articles  or  if  he  has  not  the  Articles  the  Money  which  in  that  Case 
he  must  have  on  Hand  you  will  apply  to  the  two  eldest  Magbtratea 
of  the  County  for  their  assistance  agreeable  to  the  Letter  sent  here- 
with.— Whatever  you  receive  from  Mr.  Perry  on  this  Occasion  is  to 
be  reckoned  a  Part  of  the  yearly  Purchases.  In  Purchase  &  Trans- 
portation we  request  you  to  use  the  utmost  Frugality  &  Care  &  to 
send  down  your  Monthly  Returns  with  rigid  Punctuality. 

7Wor*5J,— March  17, 1781. 


Pbbs.  Bsed  to  Auditobs,  1781. 
Gentlemen, 

From  the  Tenor  of  your  Letter  of  the  16  Inst.,  we  find  Col.  Proctor 
has  impressed  you  with  his  Sentiments  respecting  the  discharged  Men, 
which  are  entirely  opposed  to  our  Determination  on  that  Subjeofe 
repeatedly  expressed  to  him.  Having  considered  the  Circumstances, 
of  these  Discharges,  we  conceived  it  best  for  the  publick  Interest  to 
yield  the  Point  rather  than  incur  the  Imputation  of  breaking  Faith, 
&  more  especially  as  we  are  fully  of  Opinion  that  had  due  Diligence 
been  used.  Col.  Proctor  might  have  had  his  inlistments  at  Trenton, 
&  prevented  the  Men  being  discharged  by  the  Commissioners. 

As  you  request  our  positive  Directions,  we  give  them  to  you  to 
settle  with  the  discharged  Men  on  the  same  Principles  you  have 
settled  with  others — &  that  the  Men  be  protected  from  111  Ireatment, 
&  furnished  with  reasonable  Provisions. 

1  am,  Gent.,  Your  Obed.  H'bble  Serv., 

J.  REED. 

Directed, — ^To  Abraham  Dubois  and  William  Goforth,  Esqa., 
&c.,  Bucks  County. 

Indorsed,— lAtiTcih  17,  1781. 

♦  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XH.,  p.  656. 


18  PiSNNSTLVANIA  AKCHIVBS  1781. 

Pres.  Reed  to  Col.  Lochry,  1781. 

March  nth,  1781. 
Col.  Lochry : 

Sir, 

The  Council  having  taken  into  Consideration  the  State  of 
your  County,  &  apprehensive  that  the  Aid  of  Militia  will  be  too 
alow  &  tedious,  have  directed  you  to  raise  a  Corps  of  50  Volnnteera 
to  serve  for  4  Months,  agreeable  to  the  inclosed  Ilesolve.  We  hope 
the  ranging  Company  voted  for  the  War,  will  be  raised  early  in  the 
Summer,  &  by  that  Means  a  standing  Defence  provided.  You  will 
dispose  these  Troops  so  as  to  give  tLe  most  effectual  Aid ;  &  H' 
Duncan,  the  new  appointed  Commissioner,  will  take  proper  Steps  for 
their  Supply. 

The  Difficulty  of  procuring  proper  Accounts  of  the  Expenditure 
of  Money  in  tne  Frontier  Counties,  &  the  little  Benefit  hitherto 
derived  from  Companies  raised,  &  which  is  by  some  ascribed  to 
Inattention  &  Partiality,  have  proved  very  discouraging — ^We  hope 
you  will  this  Summer  put  your  Affairs  in  such  a  Train,  as  that 
aimilar  Complaints  may  not  be  made — &  we  particularly  reouest  you 
to  send  down,  without  Delay,  a  fair  &  regular  Acocount  of  all  Monies 
expended  by  you  in  the  publick  Service.  It  is  with  much  Concern 
we  observe,  as  we  have  formerly  done,  that  when  Troops  are  raised 
for  your  Protection,  they  are  permitted  to  loiter  away  their  Time  at 
the  Taverns,  or  straggling  about  the  Country ;  &  in  some  Instances, 
we  fear  there  has  been  great  Negligence  in  the  Officers  to  whose  Com- 
mand they  were  intrusted.  The  interiour  Counties  have  so  long  borne 
this  Expenoe,  that  they  are  become  impatient  under  it;  &  you  eannot 
aerve  your  Country  more  essentially,  or  do  yourself  more  Credit,  than 
by  carefully  attending  to  the  expenditures  of  publick  Money,  k 
oausing  those  who  are  in  publick  Service  to  perform  it  with  Industry 
&  Fidelity. 

I  am.  Sir,  Tour  Obed.  H'ble  Senr., 

J.  B. 


Pres.  Reed  to  Auditors  of  York  Countx,  1781. 

Gentlemen  : 

Apprehending  from  what  has  happened  on  the  other  Routes  of  the 
Commissioners,  that  you  may  not.  be  acquainted  with  the  Sense  of 
Congress  &  the  Council  with  Respect  to  the  discharged  Men,  we 
think  proper  to  inform  you,  that  it  has  been  deemed  best  for  the 
public  Interests,  to  overlook  the  Injustice  done  the  publick  by  those 
who  have  sworn  off,  rather  than  incur  the  Imputation  of  breaking 
the  Promises  made  them  at  Trenton — &  retain  by  Force  what  may, 
with  good  Managemeuti  in  maaj  InatanoeSi  be  gained  by  easier 
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Methods— This  will  be  fiiciliUted  by  the  Grant  of  Assembly  of  nine 
Pounds  Ontuitjr  to  those  who  have  oontinued  daring  the  War;  so 
that  the  State  mil  gain  nothing  by  the  Distinction  of  being  retained 
or  re-inlisted. 

You  will  therefore  settle  with  the  discharged  Men  on  the  saina 
PriBeiples  as  with  others,  &  without  troubling  yourself  with  scra- 
tinising  the  former  InlistmentSy  from  which  we  fear,  under  our 
present  Girbumstaaees,  little  Benefit  can  be  derived. 

I  am  Oent.^  Your  Obcd.  Hbb.  Serv. 

March  19^  1781.     ^ 


Pres.  Reed  to  Board  of  War,  1781. 

Gentlemen, 

The  mixed  mode  of  supplying  Cloathing  to  our  Line  by  the  Con- 
tinent &  State,  appears  to  us  liable  to  mutual  Inconvenioes  &  some 
Abuses,  which  may  be  in  some  Depee  prevented  by  Communica- 
tions of  our  respective  Supplies  of  this  Article.  We  therefore 
request  you  will  direct  the  Clothier  General  to  furnish  us  with  n 
Return  of  what  has  been  issued  from  Jan.  1780  to  this  Time,  &  we 
will  direct  our  Clothier  to  do  the  same,  to  be  laid  before  you,  &  con- 
tinue it  in  future  so  as  to  stand  mutually  informed  of  each  others 
Proceedings. 

I  am  Gent. 

your  Obed.  Hbbl.  Serv., 

J.  R. 
March  19, 1781. 


-Board  of. War  to  Prbs.  Rssd,  1781. 

War  Office,  20th  March,  1781. 
Sir, 

The  board  do  themselves  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  letter  of  yesterday^*  and  are  happy  to  find  your  Ideas  on  tha 
subject  of  Cloathing  exactly  coincides  with  our  own,  and  have  givea 
the  necessary  orders  for  making  out  the  returns  agreeabk  to  your 
Excellency's  request. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be 

your  Excellency 8  most 

obed*  Hum.  Servants, 

EZEK.  CORNELL. 
Directed^ 
His  Excellency  President  Reed. 

*  See  above. 
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Majob  «r.  R.  CuMMiNGS  TO  Pbes.  Rkbd,  1781. 

Sir, 

I  think  proper  to  inform  your  Exoellency  that  a  certain  Mr.  BanN 
per,*  formerly  Quarter  Master  in  Coll.  Moylane  Horse,  paaaed 
through  Morris  Town  yesterday,  and  from  many  very' strong  Cir* 
cumstanoes  have  Reason  to  believe  he  is  a  Messenger  from  N.  York 
to  Arnold,  there  is  in  Company  with  him  a  Person  who  calls  himself 
Capt"  Freeland — Bam  par  is  a  Man  about  five  feet  ten  Inches  high, 
full  faced,  large  blue  Eyes,  wairs  a  short  scarlet  Coat  I  have  wrote 
to  Coll.  Barber,  who  is  under  the  Command  of  the  Marquis  La 
Fayette,  concerning  him. 
I  am  with  Respect, 

your  Excellency'^ 

most  Obd«  Hbl«  Serv., 

J.  R.  CUMMINOS,  Major, 

Com*  Ist  R.,  Jersey. 
Directed, 

Publick  Service. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  President  of  the  State  of  Pens>y1- 
vania. 

Indorsed— MfkTch  20,  1781. 


Prbs.  Rbed  to  Thomas  Scott,  1781. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  received  your  Favour  of  the  8th  October  last  but  a  few  Days 
ago.  You  will  see  by  our  publick  Message  to  the  House  that  we 
have  not  forgot  the  important  Point  you  dwell  so  much  upon.  I 
have  also  in  private  Conversation  endeavoured  to  impress  it  on  the 
Minds  of  the  Members,  but  the  Truth  is  that  the  People  of  your 
own  Country  are  not  agreed  on  it,  which  with  the  mat  Load  of 
Business  arising  in  our  great  Continental  Coneerns  has  I  believe  kepfe 
the  House  from  going  into  it — Some  of  the  Members  of  the  House 
think  that  there  is  more  probability  of  gaining  military  Assistance 
from  the  People  while  laying  in  one  County  than  after  a  Division 
of  the  County. 

However  that  nothing  may  be  wanting  on  our  Part  we  have 
appointed  Commissioners  to  run  the  Line,  viz.,  John  Lukens  & 
Arch*  McClean,  Esq',  or  in  Case  of  the  Incapacity  of  either,  Alex' 
M 'Clean,  Esq',  of  your  County — to  proceed  to  business  on  the  10th 
May,  if  the  State  of  Virginia  approves  of  that  Time — We  hope  these 

•  See  Col.  Bee.,  VoL  XII.,  p.  683. 
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Measures  will  give  a  Temporary  Satisfactioo,  &  be  assured  nothing 
will  be  omille4  bs  oa  to  establish  the  Peace  of  the  Goontrj  &  the 
Interest  of  the  State. — I  have  also  received  joor  Letter  by  Mr. 
Marshall  &  forwarded  it  to  the  Honse  of  Assembly. 

Since  1  began  this  Letter  I  find  4  Bill  has  been  brought  into  the 
House  for  setting  off  on  the  Oounty — but  I  confess  I  was  apprehen- 
sive it  would  not  pass  thia  Session  untill  within  this  Day  or  two. 
But  I  now  hope  it  will. 

We  have  done  every  Thing  which,  the  low  State  of  our  Treasury 
will  enable  us  to  do  for  your  Belief  from  the  IndianS|  but  the  heavy 
Ezpences  occasioned  by  the  Disturbances  of  our  Troops,  Supply  of 
the  Army,  Ac.,  have  brought  on  us  Embarrassments  of  which  you 
can  have  no  Idea  from  what  yon  ever  saw  while  among  us. 

Iliave  not  received  your  Letter  by  Mr.  Jones,  but  shall  forward 
vou.  the  PnKipedings  of  Assepbly  both  the  last  &  present  Sessions 
by  him — Our  pubUck  Affairs  in  every  other  particular  but  Money 
wear  a  good  Appearanoe-^The  English  have  gone  to  War  with 
Holland  prindpally.on  our  Aeooant— but  as  Mr.  Smith  the  Bearer 
from  his  Situation  in  Congress  can  give  you  good  Information  on  aU 
these  Points  I  need  not  detain  you  longer. 
I  am  with  much  Regard,  dear  sir, 

your  real  Friend  &  Obed.  Hbble.  Ser. 
Indanedf 

March  20, 1781. 


P&IS.  OF  OOfiTGEBSS  TO  PeBS.   BsED,  1781. 

Circular. 

PhOadelphia,  March  21, 1781. 
Sir, 

Your  Excellency  will  receive  herewith  enclosed,  a  Proclamation 
of  the  20th  Instant|  earnestly  reocommending  that  Thursday  the 
third  Day  of  May  next  may  lie  observed  as  a  Day  of  Humiliation^ 
Fasting,  it  Prayer  by  all  tbe  United  States.* 
I  have  tbe  Honor  to  be, 
with  every  Sentiment  of  Esteem  k  regard, 
your  Exoelleney's  most  obedient  servant, 
SAM.  HUNTINGTON,  President. 
His  Excellency  President  Beed. 

*  See  the  proclamation  of  Congress  and  the  States  in  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XII., 
pages,  671.  699, 

Vol.  IX.— 2 
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RESOLUTION  OV  GSKERAL  AflSEMBLT,  1781. 

S&te  of  PennsylTaiiia  In  General  Aaaembly, 

Wednesday,  March  2l8ty  1781. 

The  message*  from  His  Excellency  the  President  &  Conncil  ol 
this  day  was,  on  motion  and  by  special  order,  read  the  second  time 
Resolved,  that  it  be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  three;  and  thai 
they  be  directed  to  reqnest  a  conference  with  council  therenpou 
The  Gentlemen  appointed  were  Mr.  R.  Morris,  Mr.  Dela'nyi  A 
Mr.  Wynkoop, 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

SAMUEL  STERETT,  Clerk. 

The  (Jentlemen  of  the  ConHnittee  present  their  Compliments  to 
His  Excellency  the  President  in  Council,  and  request  him  to  fix  the 
time  for  the  aboTC  conference. 

Thursday. 

Directed^ 
His  Excellency  Jos.  Reed,  Esq.,  President,  &c., 


Resolution  of  Genebal  Assembly,  1781. 

State  of  Pennsylvania  In  General  Assembly. 
Wednesday,  2l8t  March,  1781. 
Resolved,  that  Mr.  Daniel  Hiester,  Mr.  Morgan,  and  Mr.  Dancan 
be  a  Committee  to  obtain  from  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  the 
accounts,  or  Copies  of  the  accounts  of  the  Lieutenants  of  the  City 
and  several  Counties  of  this  State,  which  have  been  rendered  to 
them  agreeable  to  Law,  and  likewise  a  list  of  the  names  of  snch 
Lieutenants,  if  any^  who  have  neglected  to  furnish  the  sud  Council 
with  the  accounts  of  all  money  received  and  expended  by  them 
respectively,  by  virtue  of  the  acts  for  the  Regulation  of  the  militia 
of  thb  State.t 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

SAMlJEL  STERETT,  Clerk. 

«  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XIT.,  pages.  668.  671. 
t  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XII.,  pages,  672,  677. 
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Board  of  War  to  Prxs.  Rbeb,  1781. 

War  office,  Maivh  2lBt,  1781. 
Sir, 

The  Board  wish  to  have  the  honor  of  a  oonferrenoe  with  the 
Cooneil  on  bnsineas  of  a  publiok  natare  and  propoee  to  wait  on  them 
at  one  o'clock  this  afternoon  if  agreeable. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be, 
with  sentiments  of  respect  and  esteem, 
jour  Exoellenoy's  moat  obed  Horn.  Servants, 

EZEK.  CORNELL. 
By  order. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esqr.,  President  of  the  state  of 
Pensylvania. 
War  office. 


Gbkl.  Clark  to  Prbs.  Brrb,  1781. 

March  28d,  1781. 
D.  Sir, 

Thongh  nnaeqnainted  I  take  the  liberty  of  writing  to  yonr  Excel- 
lency on  a  subject  I  hope  will  Consem  you  so  much  as  to  Honour 
my  proposition.  I  make  no  doubt  but  that  you  are  fully  acquainted 
with  the  design  of  the  Enterprise.  I  am  ordered  to  Oom'  of  the 
greatest  consequence  to  the  Frontiers  of  Pensylvania  &  Virginia,  if 
our  Resources  should  not  be  such  as  to  Inabie  us  to  Remain  in  the 
Indian  Country  during  the  fair  season  I  am  in  hopes  they  will  be 
sufficient  to  Visit '  the  Shawonees,  Delawares  &  Sandusky  Town — 
defeating  the  Enemy  and  laying  those  Cuntrees  waste,  would  give 
great  Ease  to  the  Frontiers  of  ^th  States  whom  I  think  equally 
Interested  But  Sir  nothing  great  can  be  expected  without  the  assis- 
tance of  numbers  of  men  m>m  the  Country  on  this  side  of  the 
Lawrell  Hill  many  living  within  the  boundary  of  Pensylvania  are 
willinff  to  go  on  the  Expedition,  many  more  would  if  it  was  not  for 
a  timid  simple  disposition,  fearing  it  would  disoblige  y'  Excellency 
&  Councill,  at  least  they  make  use  of  such  arguments  as  an  Excuse 
othera  altematelv  shifting  from  one  state  to  the  other  to  screen  them- 
selves, from  any  Military  duty  that  might  be  Required  of  them  but 
as  I  am  Confident  from  the  nature  of  the  intended  Expedition, 
you  would  wish  to  give  it  every  aid  in  your  power,  I  hope  sir  that 
you  will  inform  the  Inhabitants  on  this  side  of  the  M*  that  such  ia 
your  sentiments.  They  are  fully  able  to  spare  five  bond'  men  I  dont 
think  they  could  be  better  imploy'd  to  the  advantage  of  themselves 
or  Country  I  abould  have  Selioited  ye  gevemnr  of  Vitg*  to  have  made 
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this  Heqaest  of  you  but  the  want  of  time  for  it  to  go  through  that 
ChaDuel,  aud  Confident  of  itf  meeting  with  your  approbation  Induced 
me  to  do  it  myself.  I  hope  S'  that  you  will  Honour  me  with  an 
amediate  answer  P'  Ei;prefis  as  it  is  of  the  greatest  Consequence  to 
us  &  that  the  fate  of  the  Indians  at  present  appears  to  depend  on 
the  Besolutions  you  may  take. 
With  Esteem  I  b  eg  leave  to  subscribe  myself  y'  rery  Ob.  Serv*, 

Q.  CLARK,  Brig'  G. 
Directed, 

To  His  Excellency  the  Gt^vernor  of  Pensylntnia. 


J.  R.  Gumming  to  Prks.  Rbed,  1781. 

Chatham,  March  23d,  1781, 
Sir, 

I  this  Morning  received  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Bam  per  who  informs 
me  he  was  taken  up  in  Consequence  of  my  Letter — The  informations 
which  I  received  and  which  occasioned  my  writing  your  Excellency 
are  that  Mr.  Bamper  told  to  almost  every  Gentleman  in  Morris  dif- 
ferent accounts  of  his  journey  as  I  was  informed  by  Mr.  Viner, 
Yanzendt  and  others. — Mr.  Yanzcndt  likewise  informed  me  thai 
Mr.  Bamper  was  at  Cecaucus  a  place  near  Paulus  Hook  a  few  Days 
before  his  Departure. 

Mr.  Freeland  his  Companion  is  a  man  of  a  disaffected  Character 
an  inhabitant  of  Barbadoes  Neck  in  the  County  of  Bergen. 
I  am  with  respect 

your  Excellency's  obed^  Serv* 

f  *  "5  J.  R.  GUMMING. 

Directed, 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq'. 


Board  of  War  to  Col.  James  Wood,  1781. 

War  Office,  March  24th,  17^1. 
Sir, 

The  very  considerable  desertions  which  have  prevailed  among  the 
Convention  Prisoners  and  the  repeated  neglects  on  the  part  of  the 
British  Generals,  to  pay  for  their  support,  have  long  been  matters 
of  serious  consideration  and  fVirnish  undeniable  proof  of  9,  System; 
the  Evils  attended  on  which,  require  an  immediate  remedy. 

You  are  therefore  hereby  directed,  to  cause  the  non-comm&sioned 

«8ea  page  M,  also  Cd.  Reo ,  ToL  XIL,  p,  668.    . 
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Offoam  tod  Soldien  of  the  Britiah  GonveDtion  Troope,  to  be  forthwith 
closely  oonfined  &  effsotually  goaided  so  as  to  preyeDt  tbam  from 
Mcaping  to  the  Eneni  j.  It  is  bopad  tbat  none  of  tbair  Offioere  will 
attempt  to  bold  any  correspondeDce  witb  tbe  Enemy  or  take  or  eon^ 
nive  at  any  steps  to  promote  the  esoape  of  tbe  Non-com misioncd 
Officers  or  privates.  Bat  abotild  auob  Conduct  be  discovered,  the 
Offieer  or  Offieers  so  demeaning  bim  or  tbemselves,  are  to  be  deemed 
and  treated  as  baving  broken  thdir  paroles.  Until  1  you  are  informed 
of  pay  m*  being  made  for  provisions  and  transport  beretofore  furnished 
these  prisoners,  as  stipulated  id  Article  5th  of  the  Convention,  you 
will  issue  no  more  or  other  provisions  to  these  than  are  usually  issued 
to  prisoners  of  war. 

The  Officers  of  the  British  are  to  be  pat  on  their  parole  and  sent 
to  Simsbury  in  Connecticut^  where  they  can  be  more  conveniently 
quartered  than  al  present.  The  Non-commissioned  Officers  and 
privates,  are  to  remain  at  Frederick  Town  in  Maryland,  and  be 
dosely  oonfined.  Bat  if  there  are  aay  other  places  of  aeoority  in 
that  State  wherein  any  part  of  them  may  be  safely  kept,  yoa  have 
liberty  to  separate  them  ioto  suoh  Deteohments  for  this  purpose  as 
you  shall  think  proper.  If  the  Qovemor  and  Council  of  the  State 
of  Maryland  (with  whom  you  will  eonsult)  should  deem  any  other 
place  or  placee  proper  for  the  oonfinemeDt  of  the  prisoners  within 
that  atatey  yoa  will  aooommodato  yoor  orders  to  their  views  and  di- 
reotions. 

The  German  Non-eomrniasioned  Officers  and  privates  are  to  re- 
main near  tbe  Town  of  Winchester  in  Virginia,a  nd  be  confined  to  the 
Barracks  built  there  by  order  of  tbe  State  of  Virginia^  and  their 
Officers  are  to  be  on  parole  within  the  County  of  Frederick  in  tbat 
State,  and  to  be  limited  to  a  Diatriet,  not  exceeding  ten  Miles  in 
Circumforence* 

No  transportations  at  the  expenoe  of  the  United  States  is  to  be 
hereafter  allowed  these  Troops,  and  you  will  teke  care  to  limit  the 
number  of  waggons  and  Horses  to  be  hired  by  them  for  tbe  purpose 
of  transporting  themselves  or  their  Baggage,  and  also  the  number  of 
Horses  to  be  kept  by  the  Officers,  and  the  prices  to  be  by  them 

given,  for  forage  for  their  Horses  or  provisions  for  themselves.  It 
as  been  alledged  that  tbe  best  Horses  in  tbe  Country  have  been 
purchased  by  the  Officers,  and  on  their  being  exchanged,  have  been 
iMurried  in  to  tbe  Enemy  in  considerable  numbers — This  practice  has 
a  dangerous  tendencyi  and  you  will  take  every  measure  in  your 
power  to  discountenance  &  prevent  it. 

We  rely  on  your  discretion  for  any  thing  not  perticularly  directed| 
and  make  no  doubt  tbat  you  will  in  ooucurrence  with  the  Executives 
of  the  States  of  Virginia,  and  Maryland  (to  whom  we  shall  write  on 
the  subject)  teke  tbe  most  effectual  measures  for  tbe  Soperintend- 
anoe  and  safe  keeping  of  the  prisoners  committed  to  your  care,  you 
will  also  assemble  all  the  Cowpen  and  other  unconditional  prisoners 
of  war,  in  tbeae  tm  States  al  aomit  eonvenieat  plaoea  and  send 
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themnnder  proper  Guards  to  Lancaster  in  Pensylyanu,  where  they 
will  be  received  by  a  guard  of  Militia  of  that  state.  It  is  better  for 
the  Yirgiaia  Guard  to  go  the  whole  way,  for  reasons  obYiooa  to 
you. 

We  are  Sir, 

with  much  esteem  &  regard 

your  most  Obed.  Hble.  Seni, 
Directed, 

To    Colonel    James   Wood^    Superintending   the    Convention 
prisoners. 


Board  of  War  to  Pres.  Bebd,  1781. 

War  Office,  March  26, 1781. 
Sir, 

Since  the  Resolution  of  Congress  relative  to  the  removal  of  the 
Convention  Troops  they  have  been  pleased  to  refer  the  matter  to  this 
Board  to  take  Order  and  we  have  given  the  enclosed  Instructions  to 
Col.  Wood*  who  has  the  Snperintendance  of  those  Troops  and  he  is 
gone  forward  to  put  these  Orders  in  Execution  which  are  expressive 
of  the  sense  of  Congress  on  the  subject.  The  Instructions  will  ex- 
plain themselves  and  the  present  Circumstances  of  Affiiirs  make  the 
measures  therein  directed  absolutely  necessary — We  therefore  hope 
for  the  Concurrence  and  assistance  of  your  Excellency  and  the 
Honourable  Council  in  carrying  them  into  effect 
We  have  the  Honour  to  be 

with  the  highest  respect 

your  very  obed*  serv*, 

RICHARD  PETERS, 
By  Order, 
Direetedf- 
To  His  Excellency  President  Reed. 


Pres.  Rbed  to  Board  of  War,  1781. 

March  26, 1781. 
Gentlemen, 

The  great  Distress  of  the  Frontiers  for  Rifles  induces  us  to  request 
you  to  assist  us  with  those  you  have  at  Carlisle,  supposed  about  90. 
As  they  are  now  generally  disused  in  the  Continental  Army  wo  hope 
it  will  not  be  inconvenient,  &  wo  will  either  take  them  to  l^  return'd 
or  discounted  out  of  the  800  Muskets  furnished  last  Fall  to  the 
Southern  Army  at  the  Desire  of  Members  of  Congress  &  your  hon^ 
Board. 

lam,  Gent. 

*  The  fongung  arc  the  instnwtiona  to  CoL  JasMS  Wood  reliMTed  to. 
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TiiEs.  Reed  to  Gen.  St.  Claib,  1781, 

March  26, 1781. 
Sir, 

II  biB  been  allways  our  Wiah  that  all  Applieationa  respeotbg 
Offieers  in  the  lane  which  rcapeot  Promotions  or  Appointmenta  £ 
nay  have  any  general  Effect  ahould  come  thro  the  Hands  of  the 
Commanding  Officer  of  the  Line  or  some  other  general  Officer  in 
his  Absence — We  therefore  remit  these  Papers  to  you,  obserring 
that  by  a  subsisting  ResoWe  of  Congress  no  new  Appointments  can 
take  Place  without  Oen.  Washingtons  Recommendation,  &  that  as 
our  Complement  of  Men  is  very  defective  we  apprehend  it  will  not 
be  pleasing  to  the  Legislature  or  the  People  to  increase  Appointments 
but  for  some  special  Purpose  or  in  an  extraordinary  Case  untill  the 
Begiments  approach  nearer  their  Quota. 

You  will  please  to  signify  to  us  your  Opinion  &  also  satisfy  Col. 
Procter,  to  whom  the  Expectants  will  probably  look  for  an  Answer. 
I  am,  sir,  with  much  Respect, 

your  Obed.  Hbbl.  Ser. 


Pres.  Reed  to  Rev.  Peteb  MausB,  1781. 

March  26,  1781. 
My  good  Friend, 

I  received  your  Favour  of  the  15th  Inst.  [^Ult.*]  respecting  John 
Rein,  who  will  probably  be  treated  with  suitable  Tenderness  if  he 
entitles  himself  to  it  by  suitable  Conduct.  But  he  must  not  treat 
with  Authority  at  Arms  length.  If  he  is  well  advised  he  will  sur- 
render himself,  submit  to  the  Laws  of  the  Country,  ft  then  he  will 
have  a  juster  Pretension  to  its  Favour.  Tour  Recommendation  be 
assured  will  have  its  due  Weight  in  his  Bebalf  ft  particularly  so 
with  me. — ^I  am  Sir,  with  many  Thanks  for  your  kind  Wishes,  which 
I  aa  sincerely  retnm, 

Sir,  your  Obed.  Hbbl.  Ser., 

J.  R. 

IHrtctedj 

Rev.  Mr.  Peter  Miller,  Ephrata. 

♦  See  Vol.  VIII.,  page  e06,  and  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  074. 
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Pbbs.  Bbbd  to  Col.  Loohrt,  Libtjt.  ov  Wju^tMoesland, 

1781. 

Sir, 

We  bare  pat  the  Troops  raised  and  to  be  raised  for  the  Defence 
of  Westmoreland  County  nnder  your  Direction  with  Respeet  to  theif 
Station,  and  it  is  the  anxions  Wish  of  Council  that  jou  would  do  it 
M  88  to  afford  the  greatest  possible  Protection.  It  is  not  pleasant 
Iho'  it  seems  necessurj  for  us  to  observe  that  the  permittiiig  the 
Troops  to  stay  about  Hannahs  Town  fpr  a  considerable  Time^— ft 
then  the  little  Benefit  derived  from  them  has  been  a  Matter  of  some 
Ooneem,  &  that  we  hope  ^ou  will  use  your  Influence  &  Authority 
to  make  them  more  Beneficial  in  future.  Should  any  offensive  Ope- 
rsAions  take  Place,  &  Col.  Broadhead  require  the  Troops,  Council 
ifould  chuse  they  should  be  at  ^is  Disposal,  but  not  in  any  other 
Oise— You  irill  also  supply  them  with  Arms  as  they  are  recruited* 
I  am  Sir, 

youx  Obed.  Hbbl.  Serv. 

Indorsed, 
March  26th,  1781. 


Pres.  Bbed  to  Lieut.  Cumminb,  1781. 

Sir, 

Ton  are  denred  to  maroh  the  men  you  have  recruited  into  West* 
aefeland  County  where  Captain  Stdkely  will  probably  meet  you« 
M'.  Duncan  the  Commissioper  will  suf^ly  the  IVoops  &  the  Com- 
pany will  be  directed  in  its  station  by  the  Coun^  Lieutenant  whose 
Orders  in  tliat  particular  are  to  be  obeyed. 

I  am  Sir 

Your  Obed.  Hble.  Ber. 

Indorse, 

March  26, 1781. 
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Auditors  of  Bucks  County  to  Pass.  Bbbd,  1781. 

Newtown,  26th  March,  1781. 
May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

On  the  24*^  we  received  your  favoinr  of  the  23',  with  respect  to 
which  we  would  heg  leave  with  the  greatest  deferance  to  ohserve  on 
your  first  proposition  that  you  wrote  us  that  by  fixing  a  time  for  the 
Auditors  attendanoe,  you  expected  and  intended  a  general  Settle- 
ment, and  not  to  be  open'd  again  but  in  extraordinary  Gases.  That 
we  understood  this  to  be  the  meaning  of  the  Legislature  and  the 
Instructions  of  Council,  and  in  Conformity  thereto  sent  for  one  hun- 
dred more  Certificates  which  appears  to  have  given  Rise  to  the  reauest 
of  Council  to  us  to  report  the  Number  Settled  with.  With  which  we 
have  most  Chearfully  complyed  from  the  consideration  of  the  right 
your  fixbelleney  has  to  every  Information  as  also  from  the  conside- 
ration (if  we  may  be  admitted  the  Expression)  of  the  wisdom  of  the 
Measure  itself  as  Calculated  to  prevent  frauds.  As  to  those  who 
were  wanting  Certificates  we  would  beg  leave  to  observe  that  they 
Consist  of  the  discharged  men  those  on  Command  at  Fort  Pitt, 
(whose  Certificates  when,  compleatod  we  shall  take  the  Liberty  to 
return  to  Council  to  be  delivered  to  them  on  their  retnm)  which  we 
expected  would  amount  to  near  a  hundred,  and  as  wo  thoughf  it 
might  rather  be  a  saving  that  a  few  Blank  Certificates  should  be  left 
than  to  be  Oblidg'd  to  employ  another  Rider  and  therefore  sent  for 
the  above  num^r.  It  appears  by  your  Excellencys  letter  that 
Council  meant  to  send  us  25  Certificates^  but  we  have  to  acknowledge 
the  receipt  of  25  Sheets,  containing  100  Certificates,  for  which  we 
shall  account  with  the  greatest  Punctuality.  Permit  us  to  say  that 
altho  we  well  remember  that  to  err  is  human,  yet  we  flatter  ourselves 
that  not  a  single  Person  will  get  a  Certificate  but  those  Intitled. 
As  to  any  Expence  that  may  Occur  in  oonsequbnce  of  Auditing  the 
accounts  it  would  Effect  us  ver^  sensibly.  We  beg  leave  to  asuro 
your  Excellency  that  altho  we 'heartily  Concur  in  the  measure  of 
setling  with  the  troops  becanse  it  was  founded  in  Wisdom  and 
honesty,  yet  we  hope  your  honorable  board  will  believe  us  when  we 
assure  you  that  our  pay  was  the  least  inducement  to  us  at  this  season 
of  the  year  to  leave  our  Domestio  a&ira.  We  hope  verry  soon  to 
close  the  business  of  the  Post  and  shall  tJiink  ourselves  additionally 
happy  should  we  finally  meet  your  Exeellenoys  approbation,  and 
beg  leave  in  the  mean  time  to  Subscribe  Ourselves  with  the  utmost 
Respect. 

your  Excellencys  most  Obedient  &  verry  Humble  Servants, 

AB-  DUBOIS. 
WILLIAM  GOFORTH.* 
DirtcUdj 

His  Exeellcncyi  Joseph  Reed,  President  of  the  Supreme  Exeoa- 
live  Council  of  Pensylvania. 

See  pages  18,  17. 
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Board  of  War  to  Prss.  Bred,  1781. 

War  Office*  March  26.  178L 
Sir, 

We  bave  the  Honovr  to  enclose  agreeable  to  the  Bequest  of 
Council*  an  order  for  Ninety  Bifles  which  are  retnmed  to  us  as  out 
of  order  nor  have  we  the  Means  of  putting  them  in  a  condition  fit 
for  the  Service;  This  we  hope  will  oe  done  hj  the  state  &  credit 
given  to  us  for  the  Bifles  as  they  now  are.  Had  we  any  in  Bcpair 
they  should  be  delivered. 

We  have  the  Honour  to  be, 
With  great  respect  &  Esteem  your  obed.  Servt. 

BICHABD  PETEBS 
By  Order. 
His  Ezcelleney  Preadent  Beed. 


Board  of  War  to  Prss.  Brid,  1781 

War  office^  26th  March,  1781. 
Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  inclose  to  your  EzccUcnoy  a  Goppy  of 
the  Gloather  Generals  return  of  the  Cloathing  delivered  the  Pen- 
sylvania  Line,  It  is  not  compleat  but  is  the  best  that  can  be  made  at 
presenti 

I  have  honor  to  be, 
your  Ezoellencys  most  obedt.  Hum.  Servant. 

EZEK.  COBNELL. 
Directed  J . 

His  Excellency  Jos.  Beed,  Esqr.^  President  of  the  state  Pcnsyl- 
vania.  ^ 

War  office. 


MONS.  HOL^RR  TO  Pris.  Brrd,  1781. 

Philadelphia,  y  26>^  March,  1781. 
Sir, 

In  consequence  of  your  letter  of  y*  14*^,f  t  have  with  the  greatest 
pleasure  transmitted  to  D'  Phile  naval  officer  of  this  port,  so  soon  as 
I  could  collect  the  necessary  materials,  a  return  of  y*  cargoes  of  his 
Majesty's  Store  Ships  the  Liverpool,  Marie francoise  &  L'lnteressant. 
Tour  Excellency  &  the  hon^**  the  Supreme  Executive  Council,  will 

•  See  pa^re.  26. 
t  See  page  9. 
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please  to  observe  that  it  is  not  drawn,  with  that  precision  and  accu- 
racy, which  M'  Etheard .could  alone  have  given  it^  &  which  it  was 
his  indispensable  duty  to  have  done,  when  I  wrote  him  on  y'  8^^  of 
September^  to  this  purpose. 

But  before  I  enter  further  on  this  subject,  I  must  beg  leave  to 
observe  to  you  Sir,  that  it  appears  somewhat  extraordinary,  you 
should  express  yourself  in  the  following  words  in  your  letter  of  y* 
14^^  March  :f  you  say  that  you  had  intimated  to  his  Exoellency  the 
Ohev  de  Laluseme,  some  Causes  of  uneasiness,  in  order  that  he 
might  communicate  them  to  the  Ghev  de  Femay,  ft  that  M'  Etheart 
&  myself  being  both  together  at  Rhode  island,  we  might  there  ex- 
plain those  which  related  to  the  three  vessels  which  arrived  last 
summer :  I  beg  leave  to  repeat  that  it  was  somewhat  extraordinary, 
because  M'  Etheart  being  sent  to  Philadielphia,  on  an  express  object 
of  business,  by  the  Government  of  Martinico,  was  not  accountable 
to  the  Commander  of  the  Naval  forces  of  his  most  Christian  M^e^ty 
in  America,  in  any  point  that  relates  to  that  business :  with  respect 
to  myself,  the  Minister  of  the  Eoyal  Marine  in  France,  can  alone 
pronounce  definitively  respecting  my  conduct,  in  any  point  which 
relates  to  y*  functions  of  my  late  office,  as  consul  for  the  State  of 
Pensilvania,  ft  at  present,  as  consul  general  of  the  Midle  district :  if 
therefore  any  cause  of  complaint  had  arisen  against  M'  Etheard,  ft 
Your  Excellency  and  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  should  have 
thought  proper,  to  have  transmitted  a  remonstranee  to  the  Mioister 
in  France,  through  me,  it  being  my  duty  to  make  raport  of  y*  con« 
duct  of  all  naval  officers  in  the  ports  of  my  distriot,  so  as  the  neoes* 
sary  measures  may  be  taken  in  consequence  thereof,  I  should  have 
immediately  conformed  to  your  desire.  If  the  complaints  were  against 
myself,  the  remonitranoe  might  have  been  transmitted  through  the 
hands  of  his  Excellonoy  the  Chev  DelaLuzerne,  in  the  manner  he 
proposed  it  to  you  Sir,  when  you  intimated  to  him  the  eauses-of 
uneasiness  durioe  my  absence  from  Philadelphia. 

Having  said  that  M'  Etheard  should  have  made  a  return  of  his 
cargoes  when  they  were  called^for,  it  behoves  me  to  add  that  if  your 
Excellency  &  Council,  should  be  of  opinion,  that  any  material  injury 
has  resulted  from  this  neglect  of  M^  Etheart^  or  that  it  should  bo 
necessary  to  establish  a  precedent,  tho  I  have  constantly  acknow- 
ledged it  to  be  duty  of  all  captains  trading  in  any  of  the  ports  of 
America,  ft  that  aU  other  Captain's  but  of  M'  Etheart's  division, 
have  made  regular  returns  at  the  naval  office  of  their  cargoes,  I 
make  bold  to  say,  that  either  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  will  or  I 
shall  most  readily  lay  before  the  Minister  of  the  Royal  marine,  such 
memorial  as  your  Excellancy  will  please  to  transmit  me  on  this 
occasion. 

In  order  to  be  more  particular  as  to  this  point,  &  to  give  every 
usefull  information,  I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  your  Ex* 

*  See  Vol.  VIIL,  page  6M.  f  page  9. 
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oellenej  ft  the  Supreme  Exeeative  Coanoil,  copies  of  my  first  letter ' 
OD  this  Subject  to  yoarself,  tnother  to  D'  Pbile,  ft  two  others  of  j* 
S^  ft  9<^  7^'*  to  M.  Etheart,  which  will  prove  that  this  Qentleman 
ca&  plead  no  Eioose :  they  will  demonstrate  at  the  same  time,  that 
I  did  every  possible  thing  in  my  power  to  force  M'  Etheart  toliis  duty, 
ft  to  give  the  fullest  satisfaction  :  in  this  opinion  I  am  not  singular 
for  his  Excellency  the  Ohev'  De  la  Luzerne,  havine  perused  the 
aforesaid  papers  ft  your  letters,  writes  thus  to  me  in  his  of  y*  15*^, 
<<ir  me  parait  qu'on  nepeut  en  aucune  maniere,  tous  impoter  cette 
'Commission;  que  yous  av^  fait  dans  le  terns,  tout  ee  qui  etait  en 
'*  vdtre  pouvoir  pour  le  prevenir,  et  j'Espere  que  le  President  sera- 
''  satisfaifc  des  Eclairoissements  que  vous  lui  communiquer^/' 

I  hope.  Sir,  that  what  has  preceded  will  serve  as  an  answer  to  jf 
first  article  of  y*  memorandum  of  particulars  inclosed  in  the  lettem 
with  which  youfhonor'd  me  on  the  13*^  currant  to  whioh  I  shonld 
have  returned  an  immediate  answer,  had  I  not  been  obliged  to  make 
an  Excursion  to  Lancaster,  from  whence  I  am  but  lately  returned ; 
it  appeani  only  necessary  for  me  to  add,  that  I  eannot  discover  on 
what  ground  your  Excellency  makes  nse  of  the  following  words  ''  it 
**  is  presumed  that  M'  Holker  should  have  done  the  business  himself 
'<  or  used  effectual  measures  to  have  had  it  done  by  Captain  Etheart'' 
I  have  said  that  M'  Etheart  was  charged  with  particular  business  by 
the  Government  of  Martinioo,  to  whom  alone  he  deemed  himself 
accountable,  he  bore  a  commiesion  as  Lieutenant  of  the  Royal  navy, 
I  therefore  thought  I  oould  not  with  propriety,  exert  those  Powers 
which  are  entrusted  to  me,  with  respect  to  the  Captains,  officers  ft 
Crews  of  all  other  vessels  whatever,  in  the  case  of  M'  Etheart  I  con- 
ceived I  had  nothing  more  te  do,  than  to  give  him  the  neoessarv 
warning  so  as  he  mieht  not  plead  his  ignorance  of  the  Custom  ft 
usages  of  the  port :  lul  other  effectual  measures  in  this  instance,  are 
not  I  apprehend  at  present,  within  the  reach  of  my  office. 

I  hope  by  the  above  state  of  y*  matter,  I  shall  have  removed  all 
possible  Cause  of  uneasiness  or  Complaint  respecting  myself,  ft  that 
your  Excellency  ft  council,  on  mature  Consideration  of  all  Ciroum* 
stances,  will  approve  my  conduct  in  Every  particular  thereof. 

I  now  Come  to  the  fourth  ft  last  point  of  the  memorandum  of 
Particulars  which  runs  thus. 

*^  The  representation  given  by  (}eneral  Arnold  in  his  papers,  of 
^  M.  Holker's  concern  in  the  Slo<n)  Active,  then  in  dispute  with  this 
^  State,  has  been  since  explained  by  the  Minister  to  Satis£aotion."t 

I  am  indeed  happy  to  find,  that  this  matter  has  been  Explainea 
to  Satisfaction  by  the  Minister :  but  I  cannot  help  expressing  some 
surprise,  that  any  uneasiness  could  have  arisen  on  this  Subject  so  as 
to  occasion  an  intimation  thereof  to  the  Minister :  these  very  papers 

♦  See  Vol.  Vin.,  pages  648-548.  * 

t  These  two  words  are  added  hi  another  hand,  and  apparently  the  same 
as  the  note  hereafter  referred  to. 
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of  General  Arnold,  if  genuine  or  oompleat,  muBt  cleiiionstarato  beyond 
all  posdble  doubt,  that  I  refused  having  any  conoem  in  the  Sloop 
Active ;  at  first  beoause  I  did  not  approve  the  principlea  of  Genend 
Arnold's  transaction  with  the  reeapton  or  pretended  recaptoro  of  the 
Sloop  active.  Diffident  of  my  own  opinion  I  did  not  accede  to  take 
any  concern,  but  on  the  Judgement  of  two  persons,  of  nndoubted 
worth  &  honor,  who  deemed  I  might  do  it,  on  the  strictest  principles 
of  delicacy }  my  consent  was  given  at  seven  o'clock  in  the  Svening. 
At  nine  the  same  Evening,!  wrote  a  note  to  Qeneral  Arnold  telling- 
him  I  could  not  accept  of  his  propositions,  because  I  had  discovered 
from  another  friend,  that  a  conoem  in  the  Sloop  Active,  might  pos- 
sibly involve  me  into  difficulties  with  the  State,  on  account  of  a 
differanee  then  subsisting  between  him  &  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council,  of  which  I  had  not  been  apprised,  having  but  lately  returned 
from  Boston :  this  friend  observed,  that  some  day  or  other  if  suoh  a 
transaction  Game  to  light,  It  might  be  construed  through  various 
motives  to  my  disadvantage,  though  it  would  only  take  place,  in. 
order  to  recover  a  considerable  Loan  of  continental  money,  whidi  I 
had  made  to  that  unfortunate  man,  in  bis  hour  of  distress,  then 
deeming  him  a  usefuU  &  very  deserving  servant  of  the  Congress  of- 
the  United  States :  I  therefore  refused  all  concern  whatever  in  the 
Sloop  Active,  least  I  might  involve  or  derogate  from  my  public  char- 
acter. These  facts  I  presume,  are  proved  by  the  papers  in  possession- 
of  Council,  &  if  they  are  not  compleat,  I  can  administer  the  neces> 
sary  documents  from  General  Arnold's  letters  to  me,  who  had  the 
greatest  interest  to  Establish  my  oonoem  in  the  Sloop  Active,  if  he. 
could,  have  prevaUed  on  me  to  acoept  of  it. 

With  respect  to  y*  third  article,  I  hope  the  Minister  has  also 
Explained  the  matter  to  Satisfaction,  it  was  with  his  knowledge,  by 
kis  consent,  k  by  his  positive  directions,  that  I  have  always  disposed 
of  the  flour  belonging  to  y*  royal  Marine  :  I  should  not  do  sufficient 
justice  to  y*  motives  of  bis  conduct,  was  I  to  attempt  to  mention, 
much  less  to  explain  or  Elucidate  them  :  to  his  Excellency  there* 
fore  I  must  beg  leave  to  refer  all  questions  on  this  subject,  per- 
suaded that  it  will  give  all  possible  Satisfaction,  If  I  assert^  that 
I  have  only  followed  his  mstruotions  by  so  doing. 

The  second  article  of  y**  memorandum  of  particulan  of  Masts  for 
the  use  of  the  royal  navy,  remains  unexplained. 

All  that  I  have  to  say  on  this  subject,  will  be  reduced  to  a  few 
words.  I  have  no  sort  of  knowledge  whether  they  do  or  do  not 
belonff  to  the  State  or  individuals,  aU  that  I  can  possibly  know,  is 
that  I  never  had  any  conoem  directly  or  indirectly,  in  the  purchase 
or  property  of  a  single  mast  &  sparr,  considered  as  such,  nor  in  any 
contract  whatever:  this  I  take  the  liberty  of  observing  to  your  Ex- 
cellency, least  it  might  be  thought,  which  I  am  informed  has  been 
the  case,  that  I  was  interest  in  the  contract  for  which  I  claimed 
by  application  in  person,  your  protection  &  of  the  Hon^>*  the  Goun- 
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oQy  ny  BoIimtAtiima  were  repetted  bj  ktter  of  y*  twenty  seeond*  of. 
September,  ta  per  coppy  herewith  annexedy  &  His  Ezoellenoy  the 
Chevalier  de  LalmerDe^  with  the  Gontiiiental  board  of  admiralty, 
applied  Jointly  with  my  self  &  James  Wilson  £sq'*it  for  proteotioa. 
of  a  militia  Guard  for  the  masts  cutters,  beoause  they  were  so  scaroei 
that  there  did  not  exist  within  our  reach,  a  single  one  of  sufficient 
dimension  for  any  of  the  Continental  Frigates,  or  those  of  his  Most 
Christian  Majesty,  on  the  waters  of  the  Delaware  or  the  Cheseapeak, 
I  thought  of  the  Indians  at  the  time,  &  it  was  for  that  reason,  that 
I  applied  for  protection,  I  deem'd  it  the  more  easy  to  obtain,  because 
the  Swamps  of  masts  on  the  Schuylkill,  if  I  am  rightly  informed, 
lay  60  or  80  miles,  within  the  range  of  the  Militia  Scouts  Establish'd 
to  guard  the  frontiers  against  the  Savages :  I  Expected  protection  for 
the  mast  cutters,  because  these  ere  absolutely  necessary,  to  refit  his 
Majesty's  Ships  now  on  the  Coast  of  America  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
its  deffiBnce,  beoaose  it  was  a  matter  of  public  Concern,  to  procure 
them  at  any  rate,  this  business  was  directly  relative  to  my  office,  & 
I  could  no  more  have  immagined,  that  1  should  have  been  accused 
of  bringing  down  savages,  by  endeavouring  to  determine  the  subjects 
of  Pensihrania  to  procure  masts,  who  are  accountable  to  their  Gov- 
ernment for  their  actions,  than  of  bringing  the  British  army,  from 
New  York  to  Philadelphia,  or  Baltimore,  by  directing  contracts  to 
be  made  for  pibvisions  for  the  royal  navy,  with  other  subjects  of 
these  two  States.  If  however  Savages  have  been  induced  to  make  an 
attack  on  this  account,  I  must  beg  leave  to  observe  to  your  Exosirt 
lency,  that  I  shall  never  deem  myself  responsible  for  the  deeds  of 
those  persons  who  shall  offer  to  deliver  me  any,  in  any  ^lart  of  the 
United  States,  which  is  simply  the  Case  in  the  present  instanoe.  I 
hope  therefore,  1  shall  likewise  deserve  your  approbation  on  this 
occasion,  being  persuaded  that  my  conduct,  has  given  Satisfactioo 
to  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  here,  &  that  the  Commanders  of  his 
Majesty's  Ships  would  receive  much  more,  if  I  had  it  in  my  power, 
to  inform  them,  that  I  had  in  my  possession  such  Sparrs  &  masts, 
as  would  suit  their  present  or  future  purposes. 

I  shall  conclude  by  observing  to  your  Exoejlenoy,  that  I  suppose  all 
grounds  of  misunderstanding,  uneasiness  or  complaint,  are  comprehen- 
ded in  the  above  mentioned  memorandum  of  particulars,  which  was 
inclosed  in  your  letter  of  y*  l^^^,X  ^^  ^^J  should  remain  omitted  or 
forgot,  I  entreat  you  &  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  to  lett  m^ 

know  them)  so  as  I  may  also  have  an  opportunity  of  Explaining  my 

■I 

*  The  foUowing  irords  appears  to  be  a  marginal  note  written  in  a  cUiTe* 
rent  hand,  and  probably  are  renutrkfl  made  on  reading  the  letter. 

'*  Note  Bene.  At  theee  differeot  periods,  when  application  was  made  for 
a  protection,  it  was  neyet  mentioned  to  the  Consul  that  masts  for  a  Narj 
belonged  to  the  State,  or  that  the  cutting  of  masts  could  induce  alone  a9 
Incursion  from  the  Indians."  * 

\  See  Vol.  Yin.,  pages  541,  64S. 

X  See  page  9. 
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oondaet  to  tbeir  entire  satiBfaction,  it  beinr  mj  higheel  eiDbitioily  io 
deserve  that  approbation,  to  whioh  I  shooM  deem  every  faithfbll  A 
vpright  officer  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty  entitled  from'eaoh  of 
the  Confederated  States  of  America. 

I  remain  with  due  Respect 

Sir,  Yoor  most  obedient  ft 

very  humble  Servant, 

BOLKER. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq',  Pres<  of  the  Sute  of  Pensil- 
vania^  &  y*  Sapreme  Executive  Council. 


Obn.  St.  Clatr  to  Prbs.  Reed,  1781. 

To  His  EzoeUency  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  President,  and  the 
honorable  the  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 
Gentlemen : 

The  Assembly  having  published  for  Consideration  a  Bill  for 
dividing  the  County  of  Westmoreland,  and  erecting  Part  of  it  into  • 
aew  County,  which  will  probably  pass  into  a  Law,  and  proper  Persons 
will  be  wanted  for  the  necessary  Offices ;  I  beg  leave  to  recommend 
to  your  Notice  for  the  Office  of  Prothonotary,  M'  Michael  Hoofnagle, 
a  young  Gentleman  now  in  the  Practice  of  the  Iaw  in  Westmoreland, 
and  who  I  can  recommend  as  a  Man  of  Probity,  and  very  capable  of 
filling  it  with  Propriety.  He  served  a  regular  apprenticeship  to  M' 
Shippen,  of  Lancaster,  and  came  to  me  very  stron^y  reoommended 
by  him ;  and  during  several  Years  that  he  lived  with  me  as  a  Clark, 
gave  not  only  Satimotion  to  me,  but  very  generally  to  every  Body 
who  had  Business  at  the  Office.  I  have  the  honor  to  be. 
Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient 

and  very  humble  Servant, 

A'S'CLAIB. 
Philad*,  March  26*%  1781. 


P&B&  BsBD  TO  Auditors  ojb  Bucks  Countt^  1781. 

Gentlemen : 

Your  Favour  of  the  26th*  Inst,  hsa  been  received.  We  obaerve 
with  Concern,  that  M'  Stevenson  has  omitted  a  particular  Direction 
lo  him,  vis.,  to  refer  the  Officers  who  had  been  Prisoners  to  a  Settle- 
ment in  this  City,  where  an  Account  could  be  procured  of  the  Monies 
ndvanced  them  in  Captivity,  on  which  no  Depreciation  is  chargeable, 
as  it  was  in  Specie.  I  now  send  you  the  Names  of  those  in  Proctor's 
Regiment  who  have  drawn  Monies,  &  the  Sums;  on  which  it  is  the 
Bequest  of  Council,  that  you  would  call  on  these  Gentlemen,  &  htve 

♦  See  page  29. 
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^  SdttlelliQAk  adapted  to  tbe  te^i  State  of  tbe  Aeoomiiil,  irhioh,  at 
Oentlemen  of  Hosour  &  Cbaraeter,  they  will  no!  hesitate  to  dO| 
unless  these  Sums  have  been  deducted  in  the  Settlement  already  mede^ 
•^^We  are  still  at  borne  Iams  to  aooeunt  for  the  Numbera  applying ; 
not  do  we  perfeotly  underBtand  what  is  meant  by  thoae  on  Command 
at  Fort  Pitt,  as  we  peroeive  no  CertiBoate  is  given  to  any  Person 
who  does  not  attend  in  Person  for  Settlement  Yon  will  please  to 
stop  nntill  we  are  informed  in  the  Matter^  as  we  apprehend  some 
Mistake  has  happened. 

I  am;  Gentlemen;  with  dae  Esteem^ — 

Specie. 

Shabart  Armltage,  80  DoUan. 

William  Ferguson,  479,  88  parts  of  a  Dollar. 

William  Martin,  253,  18  parts. 

James  Smith,  138^  48  pts. 

Charles  Turnbull;  608,  58  parts. 

1781,  March  27. 

To  Messrs.  Abraham  Dubois  and  Wm.  Ooforth;  Esqs.;  Auditors 
Bucks  County. 


Pass.  Bbjbb  to  Got.  Lbb,  ov  Md.,  1781* 

Sir, 

I  have  to  acknowledge  your  Ezoelly*  Favour  of  the  16th  Inst."*" 
*-0>ngre8a  did  enter  into  the  Resolution  of  the  8^  Inst.,  as  recited 
in  youfsj  but  on  Conuderation  of  the  probable  Direction  of  the 
Prisoners,  of  the  great  Differenoe  of  the  Prioe  in  this  State,  &  the 
distant  Counties  of  Maryland  &  Virginia  in  the  Articles  of  Provisions 
&Fuel,  &  also  paying  a  just  Attention  to  the  Burthens  of  this  State  now 
supplying  Congress  &  all  its  Dependencies ;  the  Artificers  &  Manu- 
facturers for  the  publick — the  Pennsylvania  Line  &  the  Prisoners 
of  War,  both  Land  &  naval,  now  in  the  State,  in  the  whole  amount- 
ing to  4000  Men — I  say  upon  Consideration  of  these  Points,  they 
were  induced  to  recommit  the  Business,  &  direct  ^he  Board  of 
War  to  make  a  new  Apportionment,  by  which  all  the  unconditional 
Prisoners,  supposed  to  amount  to  1000;  are  to  be  brought  into  this 
State,  &  the  other  disposed  in  Maryland  ft  Virginia,  agreeable  to  a 
Plan  which  will  probably  reach  your  Excellency  before  this.  We 
ahould  have  been  happy  if  our  Circumstances  &  sound  Poliey  would 
have  admitted  our  reoeivins  these  Prisoners,  as  we  are  informed 
their  Residence  is  not  grateral  to  the  Anthoritjr  of  your  State — but 
we  have  authentiek  Accounts  that  Qen.  Philips  has  a  Corps  now 
actually  formed  out  of  the  Convention  Prisoners,  amounting  to  000 
Men ;  &  we  are  well  persuaded  they  would  soon  be  greatly  increased 
by  lessening  the  Distance  of  their  Quarters  from  New  York;  &  espe- 
cially if  the  River  Susquehanna  should  be  passed. 

l^e  German  Officers  in  this  State  have  also  done  gjceat  MiBcbief 

*  See  page  12» 
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amoDg  their  Countrymen,  great  Nambers  having,  by  their  Artifieas, 
been  sedaoed  from  their  Allegianoe;  &  their  former  SentimenUi 
nhoUy  perverted. 

We  hope  this  Arrangement  will  be  aoeeptable  to  the  State  of 
Maryland,  as  a  more  equal  Distribution  &  oomprehending  Preoaution 
better  calculated  to  the  general  Interest,  to  which  we  are  persuaded 
you  will  cheerfully  sacrifice  lesser  Considerations. 

With  very  great  Respect  &  Consideration, 
I  remain,  Sir,  Your  Ezcel^^ 

most  obed.  &  very  H'bble  Servt 
His  Excell'' Thomas  Sim  Lee,  Gov.  of  Maryland^  Annapolis. 
Indorgedy 

March  27,  1781. 


Council  to  Daniel  Lbvan,  1781.  # 

Philada.,  March  27th,  1781. 
Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  His  Excellency  the  President  and  Council  to 
desire  you  will  immediately  forward  to  the  State  Treasurer  all  the 
old  Continental  Money  now  in  your  hands. 

The  very  many  inconveniencies  arising  from  a  delay  in  sending 
down  that  money  are  so  great  that  the  Oduncil  are  anxious  to  have 
it  paid  as  soon  as  possible,  and  desire  you  will  not  delay  it  a  moment. 
I  am  with  great  Respect, 

Your  obedient  and  very  humble  Servant, 

TY.  MATLACK,  Secy. 
To  Daniel  Levan  Esquire. 


Council  to  John  Hazelwood,  1781. 

Sir, 

Application  has  been  made  to  Council  for  permission  to  load  on 
board  the  Hermion,  1200  barr.  of  Flour,  &  500  barrels  of  Biscuit. 
The  Council  agree  to  the  proposal,  and  think  the  shortest  Mode  of 
granting  the  permission,  will  be  for  you  to  give  a  certificate,  that 
you  do  not  stand  in  need  of  the  proportion  of  these  articles  which 
the  law  requires  to  be  delivered  to  the  state,  &  request  you  will 
accordingly  grant  such  certificate  accordingly. 
I  am  with  great  respect^ 

Your  most  obedient  aervant, 

T.  M.  Secy. 
Phihida.  March,  27, 1781. 
To  John  Haalewood  Esqr. 
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Col.  Dak.  Brodhsad  to  Pres.  Beed,  1781. 

Fort  Piti,  March,  27th,  1781 
Dear  Sifi 

1  take  the  liberty  to  inclose  an  extract  of  a  letter  I  have  just  had 
the  Honor  to  address  to  his  Excellency  the  Commander  in  chief. 

Gapt^n  Craig  will  have  the  honor  to  hand  you  this,  and  he  is 
capable  ofanswering  most  questions  that  may  be  put  respecting  this 
Department,  wherefore  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  him  for  circum- 
stances, which  may  have  been  omitted. 

It  remains  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  in  my  present  circam- 
stances  it  is  impos^le  for  me  to  Garrison  Forts  Armstrong  &  Craw- 
ford, ^Westmoreland  frontier,)  .  nntill  the  commander  in   chief  is 
fleasoa  to  direct  me  to  evacuate  Fort  Mcintosh,  respecting  which 
sometime  ago  wrote  to  be  informed  of  his  pleasure. 
I  have  a  party  out  under  Captn.  Brady,  which  I  expect  will  fall 
in  with  some  of  the  Indian  parties. 

With  perfect  respect  &  esteem,  I  have  the, 

Honor  to  be  your  Excellencies  most  obedt  Scrvt. 

DANIEL  BRODHEAD. 
His  Excelly  Jos.  Beed,  Esqr. 


Col.  Brodhead  to  Qen.  Washington,  1781 

Fort  Pitt,  March  27th,  1781. 
(Extract.  No  1.) 

Since  mv  last  a  small  paper  was  brought  to  me  by  some  faithful 
Indians,  who  found  it  rolled  up  very  neatly  in  a  powder  horn  which 
%  Disaffected  person  had  lost  near  the  waters  of  Sandusky.  I  take 
the  liberty  to  enclose  a  Copy  of  it,  I  have  discovered  the  writer,  & 
put  him  in  irons,  but  as  too  probably  some  of  the  Garrison  are  con- 
cerned he  may  escape  before  he  meets  the  reward  of  his  Demerit. 
Indeed  this  place  is  infested  with  such  a  set  of  Disaffected  Inhabit 
tants,  that  I  have  been  under  the  necessity  of  ordering  some  away, 
&  others  must  soon  follow  to  prevent  gteater  Injury  to  the  service. 

A  number  of  Delaware  Indians  from  Coochocking  have  been 
here  since  my  last,  &  appear  to  be  as  friendly  as  ever,  I  am  per* 
suaded  that  a  few  are  well  affected,  but  they  are  now  put  to  tha 
trial  by  being  ordered  to  remove  hither  without  loss  of  time,  & 
remain  under  our  protection  where  their  daily  transactions  will  be 
seen  &  known. 

I  have  called  upon  the  County  Lieuts.  for  a  few  of  the  Militia,  & 
if  I  am  not  disappointed  as  usual — intend  to  surprise  the  Indian 
towns  about  Coochocking 

Two  Delaware  Indians  who  in' their  Cups  spoke  contemptnously  of 
our  service,  I  have  confined  in  Irons,  but  am  at  a  loss  what  farther 
MNlo  with  them  until  1  see  what  nmnber  join  na,  k  hmt  irhat  thaix 
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general  CoDduct  has  been.     Tmmediatelj  after  the  termination   of 
the  intended  exeursion,  I  will  avail  myself  of  your  indulgence  to 
represent  tbe  State  of  things  in  this  Dbtrict. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  moat  perfect  respect  &  esteem, 

your  £xoelyB.  most  obedt  ServL 
'  His  Ezcelly.  Gen.  Washington. 


No.  2  Pittsburg,  Jan.  21st,  1781. 

Dr  Qentlemen, 

If  Mr  Grevcrat  would  succeed  with  the  help  of  you,  the  errand 
he  is  going  upon  would  be  of  infinite  Service  'botb^o  me  your  Brother, 
&  himself  &  friends  here  present,  that  is  here  only  awaiting  for  his 
Return  and  the  Honourable  Commanders  answers  from  Detroit, 
which  I  suppose  there  will  be  no  less  than  one  hundred  that,  will 
accompany  him  to  said  place,  if  the  Commander  would  please  to 
give  him  the  least  enoouragemeut  possibly  he  can. 


&'■' 


(Signed,)  THOMAS  GIRTY. 

N.  6.  This  was  wrote  by  a  myndert  Fisher,  who  upon  being 
interrogated  denies  that  Girty  was  privy  to  it,  but  that  he  made  use 
of  his  name  to  his  Brothers  in  British  Service. 


Petition  of  Penn  Tombnsion  and  Chusnuthill  Town- 
ships OF  Northampton  County. 

Jan'ry  6^  1781. 

The  Pettition  of  Penn  Tomension  k  Chusnuthill  Townships  of 
Northampton  County,  State  of  Pennsylvania  To  Uie  Honourable 
President  And  Councill  Humbly  Sheweth. 

That  Whereas,  bj  Reason  of  the  incursions  of  the  Savages  upon 
these  Defenoeless  fronteer  inhabitants  Though  has  been  weell  Garded 
both  by  Miiittia  And  seven  Months  men  as  oonld  be  Eipected  from 
such  small  bodyee  from  Time  to  time  for  which  We  Return  our 
Kind  &  Sinoeer  Harty  Thanks  To  his  Excellency  the  President,  for 
the  Speedy  and  Ready  relivef  that  was  Given  to  us  by  calling  oat 
the  Miiittia  and  other  asistance  in  time  of  Need,  Notwithstanding 
We  have  lost  since  the  tenth  of  April  last  thirty-seven  Petnons 
Killed  &  Captivated,  four  Dwelling  houses,  a  Grist  &  saw  mills  all 
Plundered  And  Burnt,  and  a  number  of  horses  Carryed  of  by  the 
enemy :  Nevertheless  we  Haye  found  by  ezperienoe  Since ;  that  a  few 
men  in  a  house  has  every  time  We  have  Been  attacked  beat  the  enemy 
off  some  times  after  the  house  was  on  fire.  Little  may  be  said  con* 
eeming  Savage  Cruelty,  it  is  to  well  known  For  any  inhabitant  to 
Lieve  a  fronteer  without  a  garde,  tfte  temporate  weather  We  Have 
had  this  WiBler  without  anew  &  the  sadden  drawing  Back  of  lie 
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Militia  before  their  times  was  out  apears  to  us  as  if  some  Mistaken 
information  I}a4  been  made  as  if  a  few  men  Oarding  at  the  head  of 
the  Minisinkswassufetent  to  Gov«r  all  the  fronteers  of  this  County 
near  one  hundred  Miles  in  length  Which  we  are  very  certain  that 
the  west  end  is  above  fifty  miles  nearer  Neagaroy  Than  the  east  end, 
so  that  any  Scoutmg  i>arty  that  doth  attack  our  quarter  Never  will 
hurt  the  Delaware  inhabitants;  the  same  may  be  said  by  them  tonsi 
Therefore  we  ^^mbly  Beg  &  Beseech  as  there  is  bat  six  fronteer 
townships  in  this  County  &  we  not  Knowing  where  the  enemy  will 
s^ika  first  that  Every  township  shall  have  its  equil  share  of  men 
Posted  at  the  i^pst  o<myenieQt  PUoes  for  the  Benefit  of  the  Publiok 
in  (General  and  no  officer  residing  In  any  of  these  frontier  townships 
shall  be  allowed  to  Posts  any  of  *the  troops  that  is  sent  to  us  in 
futer;  bnt  the  Lieu*  of  the  County  only,  as  we  have  Found  by  Ex- 
pcrien^i  Both  in  the  Mellittia  &  seven  months  men  that  some 
officers  Constantly  kept  the  soulden  about  their  own  houses  & 
some  Townships  Not  one  soulders  in  it  for  several  months^  we  are 
very  Certain  the  Calamity  of  war  must  be  felt  every  where  over  the 
United  States  so  that  we  hardly  know  What  numW  of  men  can  be 
spairdy  However  a  fronteer  must  be  kept  up  and  we  Mean  to  dispute 
the  Ground  By  enches  with  the  ^nemy.  We  begin  to  dread  the 
aprocbing  spring  as  We  are  now  quite  naket  Except  a  number  of 
helpless  familyea  that  Will  flye  at  the  first  alkrm  :  if  there  were 
fifteen  or  twenty  men  in  every  Township  With  arms  in  their  hands 
people  would  flye  to  them  for  refuge  instead  of  crosing  the  Blue 
Mountam,  it  is  now  our  earnest  desire  that  The  President  and 
Councill  will  take  the  Premicess  into  a  seriouse  Consideration  and 
Grant  us  such  relivef  as  you  in  your  Wisdoms  may  Think  Proper  as 
we  are  in  duty  Bound  Snail  ever  Pray. 


Nicholas  Kern,  Col.^ 
John  Oreffory,  Cap., 
Peter  Roth,  Capt., 
Paul  Solt,  Ens.| 
Peter  Strohl, 
Henry  Bowman^ 
Martin  Amer| 
Henry  Bloss, 
Phillip  George, 
Nicholas  Bax, 
John  Kline, 
William  Belss, 
Adam  Fogelman, 
Jacob  Haus, 
Nicholas  George, 
John  Rety, 

1781,  March  28**.  Petition 
ampton  respecting  the  frontiers, 
lie  on  the  Table. 


John'Harris, 
Daniel  Warner, 
Nathan  Warner, 
Joseph  Everett, 
Edmund  Edmonds, 
Peter  Edmonds, 
Ezra  Warner, 
William  Comey, 
William  Kneckerbacker, 
George  Biwighouse, 
Sallomon  Barherd, 
Amolt  Billig, 
George  Drees, 
Michael  Ero, 
Michael  Happig,  Sen'r, 
Jacob  Hausser,  Jun'r, 
and  Others, 
from  divers  Inhabitants  of  North- 
Bead  in  Council  and  ordered  to 
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^C.  J.  MoEean  to  Pbes.  Beed,  1781. 

Dear  SiTj 

Inclosed  yoa  have  the  two  Letters  requested — ^I  have  aeted  on 
both,  and  I  think  within  the  line  of  duty  even  in  the  most  peaceable 
times,  tho'  it  is  walking  in  trammels.  Messrs.  J.  Smith,  John 
Jacks,  &o,,  of  the  House  of  Assembly  are  acquainted  with  my  diffi- 
culties on  these  occasions,  and  I  think  will  forward  any  proper 
measures  for  strengthening  the  hands  of  (Jovemment 
I  am,  Dear  Sir, 

your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 
THO.  M'KBAN. 
Philadelphia^  March  29th^  1781. 

Directed, 
His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire. 


George  Smith  to  Pres.  Beed,  1781. 

Assembly  Boom,  March  y«  SOth,  1781. 
Sir, 

Mr.  Barkley  Cauld  me  out  a  fiew  minuets  a  Oo  and  informed  me 
that  your  Ezelancy  had  Promisd  him  that  you  Desind  to  Give  him 
his  3rd  of  y«  Island,  all  Within  y  Bankd  Part  of  it,  therefore  if 
so,  from  y«  Conversation  With  Councell  y«  other  Day,  I  Should  be 
Glad  if  Councel  Would  Ishu  Orders  to  me  how  y*  Division  Should 
Bun  or  he  Will  Say  I  Go  Directoly  Contrary  to  y«  minds  of  Council, 
and  Sir  I  am 

With  all  Due  Bespect, 

GEORGE  SMITH.* 
Directed, 
His  Exeli"  J.  Reed. 

♦  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  679. 
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PbES.  OV  OOKOftBSS   TO  PftBS.  RsSDj  1781. 

Girealar. 

Philadelphis,  March  SO,  1781. 
Sir, 

Your  Excellency  will  receive  herewith  enolosed  an  Ordinance 
relative  to  the  Capture  &  Condemnation  of  Prizes/  and  repealing 
all  former  Acta  &  Resolutions  of  Congress  oontrarj  to  the  trae 
Intent  &  J^eaning  of  this  Ordinance. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  bo 

with  the  highest  respect, 
your  Excellency's  most 

obedient  &  most  hnmble  Servant,    • 
SAM.  HUNTINGTON,  President 
DirecUdf 
His  Excellency  President  Beed. 

Obdinakcs  eblatiyb  to  Capture  and  Condemkatioh  ow 
Prizes,  1781. 

An  Ordinance  Belative  to  the  Capture  and  Condemnation  of 
Prites. 

The  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  taking  into  considera* 
tion  the  implacable  war  waged  against  them  by  the  King  of  Great* 
Britain,  and  judging  it  inconsistent  with  their  dignity  as^Jree  and 
independent  nation,  any  longer  to -continue  indulffencies  afflPexemp* 
tions  to  any  of  the  subjects  of  their  enen^,  who  is  obstinately  bent 
upon  their  destruction  or  subjugation,  have  thought  it  proper  to 
ordain  and  order,  and  it  ia  hereby  Ordained  and  Ordered,  That 
hence  forward  general  Beprisals  be  granted  against  the  ships,  goods, 
and  subjects  of  the  King  of  Great-Britain;  so  that,  as  well  the 
fleets  and  ships  of  these  United  States,  as  also  all  other  ships  and 
vessels  commissioned  by  letters  of  marque  or  general  reprisals,  or 
otherwise,  by  the  authority  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assem- 
bled, shall  and  may  lawfully  seize  all  ships,  vessels  and  goods  be- 
longing to  the  King  or  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  or  to  his  subjects, 
or  others  inhabiting  within  any  of  the  teullRies  or  possessions  of 
the  aforesaid  King  of  Great  Britain,  and  bring  them  to  judgment 
in  any  of  the  courts  of  admiralty  that  now  are  or  hereafter  may  be 

*  See  CoL  Rec.,  YoL  XII.,  p.  688. 
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established  in  any  of  these  United  States,  by  the  authority  of  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled  ;  and  the  said  cotuis  of  admi- 
ralty are  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  take  oognizance  of,  and 
judicially  to  proceed  upon  all  and  all  manner  of  captures,  seizoreSi 
prizes  and  reprisals  of  all  ships  and  goods  that  are  or  shall  be  taken, 
and  to  hear  and  determine  the  same,  and,  according  to  the  course 
of  admiralty  and  the  laws  of  nations,  to  adjudge  and  condemn  all 
such  ships,  vessels  and  goods,  as  shall  belong  to  the  Kins  of  Oreat 
Britain  or  to  his  subjects,  or  to  any  others  inhabiting  within  any  of 
the  countries,  territories  or  dominions,  or  possessions  of  the  aforesaid 
King  of  Great  Britain  :  • 

And  that  the  board  of  admiralty  or  secretary  of  marine  forthwith 
prepare,  and  lay  before  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  a 
draught  of  instructions  for  such  ships  or  vessels  as  shall  be  commis- 
sionated  for  the  purposes  above  mentioned. 

And  it  is  hereby  farther  Ordained^  That  the  destruction  of  papers, 
or  the  possession  of  double  papers,  by  any  captured  vessel,  shall  be 
deemed  and  taken  as  just  cause  for  the  condemnation  of  such  cap- 
tured vessel;  and  that,  when  any  prize,  bavins  been  taken  and 
possessed  by  the  enemy  twenty-four  hours,  shall  be  retaken  from 
them,  the  whole  of  such  re-captured  prize  shall  be  condemned  for 
the  use  of  the  re-captors ;  but,  in  cases  where  the  prize  shall  have 
continued  in  the  possession  of  the  enemy  less  than  twenty-four 
hours,  it  shall  be  restored  to  the  original  owner  or  owners,  except 
one-third  part  of  the  true  value  thereof,  which  shall  be  allowed  a 
salvage  to  the  re-captors. 

And  it  is  hereby  farther  Ordmned^  That  the  citizens  and  inhabi- 
tants of  these  United  States  be,  and  they  hereby  are  strictly  enjoined 
and  required,  to  abstain  from  all  intercourse,  correq>oudenoe  or 
dealings,  whatsoever,  with  the  subjects  of  the  said  King  of  Qreat- 
Britain,  imle  at  open  war  with  these  United  States,  as  they  will 
answer  the  same  at  their  ponl )  o^d  the  Executives  of  the  several 
States  are  hereby  called  upon  to  take  the  most  vigilant  and  effectual 
measures  for  detecting  and  suppressing  such  intercourse,  correspon- 
dence or  dealings,  and  bringing  the  authors  thereofi  or  those 
concerned  therein,  to  condign  punishment. 

And,  in  order  the  more  effectually  to  remove  every  colourable 
pretence  fbr  continuing  such  intercourse,  it  is  hereby  Ordainedt 
That,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  November  next  no  benefit  shall 
be  claimed  from,  nor  countenance  or  regard  paid  to,  any  letters  of 
passport  or  safe  condu^l^  heretofore  granted  by  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  to  any  of  the  citizens  or  inhabitants  thereof,  or  to 
any  person  or  persons  whatever,  for  the  removal  of  their  property  or 
effects  from  places  within  the  dominions  or  possessions  of  the  said 
King  of  Great-Britain : 
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:PR>Yided  Alwajfly  That  thU  Ordinanoo  shall  not  extend  to  author- 
.i»  the  capture  or  condemnatioa  of  anv  vessel  belonging  to  any 
.iiiha)>itaat  of  Bermndas,  whioh  being  loaded  with  aalt  only,  may 
^arrive  in  any  of  these  United  States  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
May  next. 

And  it  is  hereby  Ordained^  That  all  former  sets  or  resolodons 
of  Congress,  Ifbntrary  to  the  tenor,  tme  intent  and  meaning  of  this 
.  Ordinance,  be  and  they  are  hereby  repealed. 

Done  by  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  the  Twenty* 
aeTcnth  Day  of  March,  in  the  Year  of  Oar  Lord  One  Thonsaad 
-Seven  Hondred  and  Eighty  One,  and  in  the  Fifth  Year  of  Our 
Independence. 

SAMUEL  HUNTINGTON,  President. 
Attest— CHARLES  THOMSON,  Secretary  * 


Pres.  Beed  to  Mons.  Holker,  1781. 

Sir, 

I  have  duly  receved  your  Favours  of  the  26th  &  28th  Inst.,  with 
the  Inolosures,  which  have  been  communicated  to  the  Council — as 
soon  as  ^hose  in  the  French  Language  are  translated  &  the  Leisure 
of  the  Board  will  admit  they  will  be  maturely  considered  &  their 
Sentiments  communicated. 
I  am  Sir, 

with  due  Consideration  &  Regard, 
Your  Obed.  HbbU  Ser. 

Directed, 

Hon.  Mr.  Holker,  Consul  Gen.  of  France. 
Indar»ed,—MtLToh  31, 1781. 


Pbbo.  Bsbd  to  Georgb  Lux,  1781. 

Sir, 

I  am  to  acknowledge  your  Favour  of  the  26th  Inst,  with  the 
Inelosore.  We  have  made  Inquiry  after  Ellis  but  can  obtain  no 
farther  Information  than  what  is  contained  in  the  inclosed  Letter 
from  Col.  Nicola.  From  the  Cirumstances  as  stated  in  your  Letter 
we  fear  there  would  be  little  Probability  of  convicting  him  of 

*  From  printed  copy. 

Vol.  IX.— 8 


46  PENNSTLYAinA  ABGHIYBS  1781. 

Forgery  or  eren  of  a  Oheat  in  this  State  u  there  has  been  no  Pnbli- 
cation  of  the  rappositioiia  Pass  in  this  State. — Ai  to  treaaonabk 
Praotioefl  we  had  a  Law  some  Time  apo  yeetiog  a  very  ample  Power 
in  the  Council  to  apprehend  raapioions  GharaeterSi  but  it  being 
nnfavonrable  to  Liberty  it  was  properly  made  temporary  ft  oeeasion- 
ally  renewed,  but  this  has  been  omitted  by  the  present  Honae  of 
Assembly  so  that  we  now  stand  npon  the  old  ft  aecoatomed  Footing 
of  the  criminal  Law  in  which  strict  legal  Proof  will  be  required. — 
The  Attention  of  the  Court  ft  your  own  in  particular  I  am  desired 
by  the  Council  to  acknowledge,  ft  we  most  sincerely  wish  a  like 
Vigilance  prevailed  in  every  Piurt  of  the  Country  as  we  are  per- 
anMed  it  would  have  a  happy  Tendency  to  disappoint  the  Haohina- 
tion  of  our  artful  ft  insidious  Enemy. 

I  am  with  much  Esteem  Sir, 

Tour  Obed.  Hbble.  Ser. 

J.B- 
Directed, 

George  Lux,  Esq.,  Baltimore. 
Indorsed— ^urch  81,  178  L 


Estimate  RESPECTiNa  Stats  Houss  Stbbplb,  1781. 

Catalogue  of  Sundry  Necessaries  for  pulling  down  the  Wood-work 
of  the  steeple  at  the  State-house,  and  Repairing  the  remainder|  fto. 

80  Scaffolds  from  40  to  45  feet  long,  and  not  less  than  8  inehea 
Diameter  at  top. 

80  Ditto, — from  85  to  40  feet,  the  same  diameter  at  the  top,  be- 
cause less  than  8  inches  diameter  at  the  toj^  end  of  a  scaffold  pole  is 
of  little  use. 

100  Poles  of  a  more  slender  Construction,  so  they  be  tough  ft 
straite,  from  30  to  40  feet  long,  and  from  5  to  6  inches  diameter 
at  butt  ft  8  inches  at  top ;  this  last  mentioned  article  of  Poles  are 
chiefly  for  ledgers,  ft  don't  require  so  great  a  thickness  of  butt  as 
the  upright  poles. 

160  Pieces  of  good  tough  Oake  Scantling  for  Pul-  Reduced, 

looks  clear  of  Nots,  16  feet  long  each,  8  by  4,  2860  feet. 

42  Rafters,  24  feet  long,  7  by  5  ft  8,  1512 

21  Collar-beams,  15  feet  long,  7  by  2,  857 

4229  feet. 
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8500  feet  of  Lftth8,--5000  feet  of  inch  Botrde. 

8000  ShiDgles— 2000  feet  of  3  iach  piae. 

Plank  Redncedi  10  of  whioh  plaiik  moet  be  30  feet  long  &  good 
Btaff. 

1  Takel  &  fall,  and  a  Leading  Block. 

1  Coile  of  the  largest  sort  of  Ratling,  for  Lasbings,  &o. 

About  100  lbs.  of  20-  &  200  lbs.  of  10*  Nails  for  present  use,  till 
such  time  as  the  Wood-work  is  pulled  down,  when  I  Expect  there 
will  be  a  sufficient  supply.* 


Dubois  and  Goforth  to  Pbes.  Rebd,  1781. 

May  it  Please  your  Excellenoy, 

Wo  just  reo*  your  favour  of  the  27th  Inst.,  in  whioh  you  are 
learfuU  some  mistake  had  taken  place  with  respect  to  those  Gentle- 
men who  had  been  in  OaptlTity,  as  you  Imagine  they  had  not  been 
refer'd  to  a  settlement  of  their  Prison  Ace'  in  Phil* ;  the  fact  is,  we 
have  settled  with  Cap*  TumbuU  for  his  Depreciation  and  that  only, 
being  fumish'd  with  the  aocounts  from  the  Paymaster  of  the  Regi- 
ment and  Directed  to  settle  by  the  Pay  Roles,  we  concluded  that 
every  Payment  between  the  first  Jani^,  1777,  unto  the  1**  August, 
1780,  was  to  be  made  good  by  an  allowance — agreeable  to  the  scale 
of  Depreciation,  on  this  principle  we  proceeded  so  far  and  no  farther; 
Refering  the  prison  ace**  to  be  settl'd  in  Phil*.  We  have  sent  for 
Oap*  Tumbull,  who  is  oomiog  to  settle  hii  Prison  Acc^,  and  will 
W4it  on  your  Excellency.  Gounoil  is  Pleased  to  observe  that  they 
do  not  perfectly  understand  what  is  meant  by  Settleing  with  those 
on  Command  at  Fort  Pitt.  With  respect  to  which  we  would  beg 
leave  to  observe  that  we  conceive  that  it  was  not  only  the  Intent  of 
the  Legislature,  but  also  a  matter  that  your  Excellency  has  much 
at  heart  that  the  whole  of  the  Pensylvania  line  should  be  settled 
with  on  the  Score  of  Depreciation,  and  that  for  this  purpose  different 
Posts  were  assigned  for  the  different  Regiments,  and  that  all  such 
aco^  should  be  settled  agreeable  to  the  Pay  Roles.  On  this  princi- 
ple we  prooeeded  with  regard  to  those  on  Command  at  Fort  Pitt, 
Stating  their  acc^  and  completing  their  Certificates  in  the  Books,  to 
be  under  the  Immediate  direction  of  the  Honorable  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council.  We  still  hope  no  mistake  has  yet  taken  place 
that  can  in  any  respect  effect  the  Public  Interest,  Permit  us  to  say 
that  we  shall  at  all  times  pay  the  greatest  Respect  to  your  Excel* 
lencys  orders  and  are  never  more  happy  than  when  we  have  them 

*  There  is  no  date  to  this  paper— hot  it  was  probably  the  foundatloii  of 
the  Assembly's  action  on  page  62,  being  found  among  tht  papers  of  this 
year.    See  also  CoL  Bee,  YoL  XIL,  p.  68S. 
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Pointedly,  and  therefore  shall  Ptooeed  no  farther  in  that  Respect 
until]  we  arc  Honor'd  with  joar  positive  Order.  In  the  mean  while 
we  heg  leave  to  subscribe  ourselves 

your  most  Obedient  & 

verry  Humble  Servants, 
AB*  DUBOIS, 
WILLIAM  GOFORTH  * 
.  Directed, 

His  Excellency  Joneph  Reed,  President  of  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council  of  Pensylvania. 


John  Nicholson  to  Pkes.  Reed,  1781. 

Carlisle,  April  Ist,  1781. 
Sir, 

I  arrived  at  this  place  last  night.  The  settlement  with  the  troops 
at  York  Town  lasted  longer  than  the  time  published  and  I  conld  not 
leave  any  part  of  the  business,  however  it  is  no  inconvenience  to  the 
Troops  here.  I  have  finished  the  business  at  each  post  before  I  left 
it  (a  few  at  Downings  town  excepted.)  There  are  yet  numbers  of 
the  discharged  men  unsettled  with  who  have  not  attended,  many  of 
them  may  plead  ignorance  of  the  time  fixed  for  settlement,  I  wonld 
beg  leave  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  publishing  a  reasonable  time 
for  revisiting  the  several  posts  on  my  return  ;  after  which,  I  think, 
their  having  neglected  to  attend  ought  to  deprive  them  of  the  privi- 
ledgo  of  any  future  settlement.  I  shall  wait  at  this  place  fo»  the 
further  orders  of  Council.  I  fear  I  shall  run  out  of  Certificates',  I 
am  almost  certain  I  shall,  I  wish  I  had  brought  some  quires  more, 
but  my  Sulkey  Box  would  not  contain  them.  I  must  request  Coun- 
cil will  forward  three  or  four  quires  by  some  safe  and  sure  convey- 
ance. The  advances  to  the  prisoners  have  not  yet  come  on.  There 
are  a  number  of  Officers  here  who  have  been  prisoners;  hitherto  we 
met  with  none  except  those  two  at  Yellow  springs  mentioned  in 
a  former  letter.  They  wish  earnestly  to  have  a  settlement,  I  wish 
we  could  accommodate  them.  I  suppose  the  papers  from  the  Audi- 
tor General  will  arrive  shortly,  then  every  difficulty  will  be  obviated. 

The  depreciation  due  to  the  Penn*  line  will  amount  to  a  very  great 
sum.  The  difficultv  in  settlement  would  be  very  little,  if  they  were 
all  engaged  from  the  same  time  ]  but  the  diffi/rent  times  of  Com- 
mencement, the  frequent  promotions  and  reduction  of  sergeants  and 
Corporals,  the  desertions  of  privates  and  the  times  of  their  absense 
and  rejoining  their  regiments,  first  examining  the  muster  roll?,  &c. 
for  all  these  things,  and  then  calculating  on  the  time  ascertained,  is 
attended  with  no  little  trouble. 

There  are^  number  of  Officers  who  had  been  taken  prisoners  in 

*  See  pages  18,  17,  67. 
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tbd  service  of  Mb  state,  hare  attended  at  different  posts  sines  my 
setting  out,  some  of  them  are  not  long  ago  released  (perhaps  since 
the  aet  was  passed,)  others  a  considerable  time.  These  all  consider 
themselTCS  included  in  the  8^  section  of  the  act,  Tbej  say  that  thej 
applied  within  a  month  after  their  retom  to  be  taken  into  the  line, 
and  that  their  being  left  out  does  not  rest  with  them.  There  ii  a 
Besolution  of  Congress  of  the  24^  November  (I  think  1778,)  which 
they  also  oonstme  in  their  favour.  I  should  be  glad  to  have  the 
instructions  of  the  Hon'ble  Council  on  this  matter,  I  am  sorry  to 
give  the  trouble  but  these  officexa  are  a  good  deal  damorousy  and. 
consider  themselves  injured. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  highest  respect, 

your  Excellency's  most  Obed^ 

verry  Humble  Servant, 

JN-  NICHOLSON. 
Direeiedf 

(Public  service.) 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed;  Esquire,  preside  supreme  Ex.  Conn- 
ci],  Philadelphia, 
fav*  pr.  CaptF  DongTas. 


TiTLB  ojr  Indies  to  CoKBsroaA  Manob^  1781. 

m  lFeb'y,1717. 

The  Commissioners  of  Property  by  their  warrant  directed  to  Jacob 
Taylor,  Surveyor  Oeneral  of  Pennsylvania,  order  him  to  survey  a 
Tract  of  land  Ijing  between  Susquehanna  River  and  Conestogoe 
Greek  from  the  Mouth  of  the  said  Creek  as  far  up  the  River  as  the 
bunds  granted  to  Peter  Charter  and  then  by  a  line  running  from  the 
said  l^ver  to  Conestogo  Creek  and  make  return  ther^  to  the 
Secretary's  Office  for  the  proper  use  and  Behoof  of  W»  Penn,  Esq' 
Proprietary  and  Governor  in  chief  of  the  province  of  Pennsylvania^ 
his  Heirs  &.  Asssigns  forever. 

See  CerUfled  Copy.* 

The  said  Tract  was  surveyed  pursuant  to  the  above  warrants  and 
returned  into  the  Secretary's  Office  and  called  16000  acres  in  whicb 
is  included  the  Tract  of  land  called  the  Indian  Town. 

See  plan.* 

It  is  suggested  that  the  said  William  Penn  by  some  Instrument 
of  writing  gave  permission  for  an  old  Indian  named  Johass  and  his 
Indians  to  live  upon  the  said  Tract  of  land  called  the  Indian  Town 
containing  about  500  acres  and  the  same  was  allotted  to  them  «a 
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a  plaoe  of  Besidenoe  by  the  said  W*  Penn.  To  or  about  the  year 
1763y  Bome  of  the  descendanta  of  the  mid  old  Johaa  then  residing 
on  the  said  Traet  were  there  killed  and  the  remainder  (exoept  one 
or  two  that  escaped)  were  sent  for  by  the  MagLstrates  of  Lanoaater 
and  pnt  into  the  Work  House  for  protection  and  Safety  but  were 
there  all  killed. 

Upon  the  deoease  of  the  above  Indians  the  Proprietary's  Agents 
immediately  took  possession  of  the  said  Traot  called  Indian  Town 
and  his  Tenants  have  quietly  occupied  it  and  paid  the  rent  to  the 
proprietarys  till  his  Gjrant  in  September  last. 


6  Novem.,  1768. 

By  deed  of  that  date  at  a  Treaty  held  at  Fort  Stanwix  the 
Sachems  of  the  Six  Nations  conveyed  to  the  Proprietaries  a  large 
Territory  in  Consideration  of  10,000  dollars  and  also  thereby  for 
themselves  and  for  their  Confederate  and  dependant  Tribes  and 
their  Children,  Heirs  and  descendants  among  them  those  that 
escaped  from  Indian  Town  in  Consideration  of  £200  did  remise  and 
release  all  right  and  Title  to  a  Traot  of  land  part  of  ,the  Manor  of 
Conestogoe  containing  ab^  500  a*  whereon  old  Johass  and  his  Indians 
lately  lived  and  dwelt  by  the  consent  and  permission  of  the  said 
proprietarys  who  allotted  the  same  to  them  for  a  place  of  residence 
To  hold  the  same  to  the  said  Proprietaries  in  fee  and  that  free  and 
dear  from  all  claim  of  the  said  Nation  there  deseendants. 
See  deed  in  possession  of  J.  Penn.* 


20  May,  1775. 

By  indorsement  on  the  back  of  the  above  deed  the  Surviving 
Relations  of  Johass  acknowledge  to  have  received  of  John  Penn 
800  dollars  over  and  above  the  within  Consideration  of  £200  in  full 
Satisfaction  for  all  Claim  &  that  the  representative  of  the  said 
Johass  might  have  to  the  within  mentioned  Tract  of  500  acres  where 
the  said  Johass  and  his  family  dwelt  by  permission  of  the  proprietary. 

See  the  above  Indorsement  properly  executed  in  the  presence  of 
several  creditable  witnesses.'*' 

The  above  deed  and  Indorsement  intended  to  be  recorded  at 
Lancaster. 

Indonedf 

1781,  April  1*^  Concerning  the  Indian  Right  in  Conestogo 
manor. 

*  Hie  dpcmaents  here  reftrred  to  are  not  |)(mnd  with  the  paper. 
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PftBS.   BSSD  TO  THB  ASSEMBLY,   1781. 

Sir, 

I  mutt  lely  very  maoh  upon  the  lodulgenoe  of  tho  House  with 
Sespeot  to  the  inoloeed  BeporL*    It  having  falleo  to  mj  Lot  to 

Kspttre  &  dioest  it,  the  Maltiplicitj  of  Eogagements,  &  frequent 
disposition  has  retarded  it  much  to  my  own  Concern  &  that  of  my 
Oolleagnes.  But  I  hope  it  will  afford  some  useful  Information  to 
the  House  &  convey  a  general  Idea  of  the  present  State  of  the 
Commonwealth  or  the  most  essential  Articles  of  its  Policy,  Sevenue 
4b  Oovernment. 
I  liave  the  Honour  to  be  with  much  Esteem  Sir, 

Your  obed.  Hbble  Sjiv., 

J.  B. 
Directed^ 
The  Hod.  The  Speaker  of  the  Assr. 


Col.  Lochrt  to  Col.  D.  Brodhead,  178L 

Twelve  Mile  Bun,  April  2-*,  1781. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  received  your  favour  of  the  First  by  the  Express,  I  likewise 
received  two  other  letters  since  I  returned  from  Philad*  but  an 
indisposition  of  Body  Hindered  me  from  having  the  pleasure  of 
waiting  on  you. 

I  collected  the  principal  officers  of  the  County  together  to  send 
the  answer  you  iciequested  of  me,  I  was  not  able  to  attend  their 
meeting  but  requested  Col*  Cook  to  send  an  express  to  you,  with 
what  encouragement  you  might  depend  on,  which  I  hope  you  have 
received  by  this  time. 

'  I  am  just  returned  from  burying  a  man  killed  ft  scalped  by  the 
Indians,  at  Col*  Pomeroy's  house,  one  other  man  is  missing  &  all 
Pomeroy's  effects  carried  off.  I  have  been  attempting  to  get  some 
Militia  to  cover  our  Frontier  until  some  other  succour  arrives  which 
I  hope  will  be  soon.  I  am  afraid  from  the  Disposition  of  the  peoplo 
you  have  little  to  expect  from  us.  If  the  Cumberland  Militia 
arrive  in  time  for  our  intended  Expedition,  they  shall  go  with  you 
ft  your  humble  servant  to  Boot. 

Your  humble  serv't, 

A.  LOCHRY. 
Directed, 

Col*  Dan^  Brodhead. 

(Copy.) 
«  Not  found  with  this. 
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Jambs  Pbiry  to  Col.  Bbodhbad,  1781. 

Bewickley,  April  2-*,  1781. 
Sir, 

We  BODt  Instntotions  to  the  second  &  Third  Battallions  of  West- 
moreland Militia^  agreeable  to  yonr  orders  to  raise  Yolunteera  for 
the  Expedition.  The  Major  of  the  Third  Battallion  came  to  m^jm 
Saturday  last,  &  informed  me  that  he  coald  not  raise  one  Tolnnteer^ 
for  the  Expedition.  The  Siecond  has  made  no  retam  yet,  but  I  $m 
doubtful  they  have  done  nothing. 

I  have  not  yet  heard  what  Col**  Lochry  has  done  in  the  ffrst  Battal- 
lion ;  but  upon  the  whole,  I  believe  you  need  not  depend  on  any 
men  from  this  County,  as  the  people  in  the  interior  part  of  the 
County  live  in  a  state  of  indifferent  security ;  &  the  Frontiers  dare 
not  well  leave  their  Families. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  most  Obed^  &  very  hble.  aerv^i 

JAMES  PEIRr,  S.  I/. 
(Copy.) 
Dan*  Brodhead;  Col""  Commanding  W.  D. 


Rbsolution  op  Assembly,  1781. 

State  of  Pennsylvania,  In  General  Assembly 

Monday,  2*  April,  1781. 
Resolved,  that  the  Supreme  Executive  Coundil  be  authorized  and 
directed  to  have  such  parts  of  the  Steeple  of  the  State  House*  as  are 
constructed  of  Wood  and  in  a  decayed  and  dangerous  condition,  taken 
down ;  and  the  remainder  sufficiently  and  effectually  covered,  in  such 
manner  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  said  Building : 
And  that  they  be  further  empowered  and  directed  to  dispose  of 
for  the  highest  price,  all  or  such  parts  of  the  Materials  so  taken 
down  as  they  shall  judge  proper. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

SAMUEL  STERBTT,  Clerk. 
Indorsed, 

April  2d,  1781. 

Resolution  of  Assembly  respecting  taking  down  the  State  House 
Steeple. 

«  See  CoL  Beo.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  682,  and  page  46  of  this  V^ 
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F&E8.  Berd  to  John  Abndt,  1781. 

Sir, 

Your  Favour  of  the  25  lost,  bu  been  received^  &  we  are  mucli 
eoncerned  to  find  the  Treasurer  of  the  County  so  unable  to  answer 
the  Draught,  &  the  more  as  it  is  not  in  our  Power  to  send  jou 
Money,  The  State  Treasurer  not  having  £10  in  the  Treasury  unap- 
propriated to  Uses  of  immediate  &  indispensable  Necessity.  Inclosed 
is  a  Letter  to  the  CommissionefSy  reqne&tiDg  their  speedy  Exertion, 
both  with  Begard  to  the  Taxes  &  the  Collection  of  Monies,  under 
the  Law  for  recruiting  the  Federal  Army.  We  are  very  sensible  of 
the  Importanoe,  &  even  Necessity  of  paying  the  Men,  &  are  not  a 
little  mortified  that  the  Backwardness  of  the  People  in  Payment  of 
Taxes,  &  the  Officers  in  executing  the  Laws,  creates  so  much  Diffi- 
culty to  us  &  Disgrace  to  the  State.  The  Eastern  States  have  made 
a  surpriaing  Progress  in  recruiting  their  Troops ;  while  we  are  more 
deficient  than  we  have  ever  been  daring  the  War — M'  Dishler  has 
been  down  representing  hb  Necessities  for  Money,  in  which  we  could 
give  him  but  little  Help. — Should  you  receive  old  Continental  in 
future,  bo  pleased  to  send  it  for  exchange  in  State  Money,  as  there 
are  many  good  Reasons  for  collecting  all  that  Currency  as  soon  as 
possible.  We  hope  you  will  have  Patience  to  bear  with  some  little 
bifficultieSi  ft  we  shall  do  every  Thine  in  our  Power  to  relieve  yon. 
I  am,  Sir,  Your  Obed.  Hbble.  Servt, 

J.  B. 
April  2d.  I 

John  Amdt^  Bsq.|  Northampton. 


BoABD  ov  Wab  to  Pres.  Bssd,  1781. 

War  Office,  April  8d,  1781. 
Sir, 

The  Board  have  received  the  most  alarming  Accounts  from  Camp 
of  the  Scarcity  of  Flour,  &  most  earnestly  entreat  the  Exertions  of 
Council  in  directing  a  Quantity  to  be  procured  &  sent  forward  witb- 
oot  Delay,  If  a  Quantity  of  this  Article  is  not  in  the  speediest 
Manner  procured,  the  small  Army  now  with  the  Commander  in 
Chief  cannot  possibly  be  supported,  &  all  Accessions  to  their  Num- 
bers will  but  iocrease  their  Distress.  We  have  the  firmest  Reliance 
in  the  good  Disposition  of  Council,  &  have  had  their  Embarrass- 
ments represented  to  us  so  frequently  that  we  are  distressed  to  be 
under  the  Necessity  of  urging  them  on  this  Head.  But  as  the 
Assembly  are  now  sitting  we  hope  some  Means  may  be  fallen  on  to 
procure  the  Quota  of  Flour  called  for  from  this  Sute  as  the  chief 
Dependance  for  this  Article  is  placed  on  the  Supplies  from  this  & 
the  State  of  New  Jeney.    0<»vinced  as  we  an  of  tikA  ^iiCiv^^^*^ 

8* 
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of  GoTiDcil  to  do  all  in  tbcir  Power,  we  suppose  the  Matter  men* 
tioDed  in  the  Eztraets  of  Letters  from  His  Excelleocj,  the  Com' 
in  Chief,  &  the  Commissary  General  of  Porcbases  to  him,  to  be 
founded  in  Misapprehension,  &  should  be  happy  if  the  Hon'ble 
Council  will  be  pleased  to  favour  ua  with  Information  on  the  Sub- 
ject 

We  have  the  Honour  to  be, 

With  the  greatest  Respect, 

Your  Very  obed.  Servants, 

RICHARD  PETERS. 
By  order. 
DireeteJ^ 

On  public  service. 
His  Ezoellency,  Joseph  Reed|  Preddent,  Ac.,  of  PennMlvania. 
(War  Office.) 


Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Com'  in  Chief  to  Congressj,  dated 
New  Windsor,  24th  March,  1781. 

<<  I  do  myself  the  Honour  to  enclose  the  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the 
<f  Commissary  General  of  Purchases,  principally  to  show  to  what  a 
<'  Situation  we  shall  soon  be  reduced  for  Flour,  should  the  State  of 
<'  Pennsilvania  adhere  to  their  Order  to  their  Agent  to  send  no 
'^  more  forward,  on  Account  of  the  Convention  Troops  being  ordered 
**  into  the  State.  I  hope  there  may  have  been  some  Misconception 
'^  in  the  Matter,  for  it  is  hardly  possible  that  the  State  should  stop 
<<the  Supplies  for  the  Army  because  about  1500  Prisoners  aro 
^'  brought  into  it  for  Support. 


Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Col.  Blaine,  Oom'y  Oen'l  of  Pofohases^ 
to  His  ExcelV,  the  Com'  in  Chief,  dated  Newburgb.  2ad  Marohi 
1781. 

'^  The  Information  I  have  received  from  Philad"  is  very  alarming 
"  &  gives  mo  great  Concern.  Mr.  Haslewood,  State  Agent  for  the 
''  City  has  informed  my  Assistant  that  he  has  Directions  from 
'' Council  to  send  no  more  Provisions  to  the  Grand  Army  until 
''  farther  Orders — the  Convention  Troops  being  on  their  Marph  from 
"  Virginia  to  quarter  in  some  part  of  that  State.'- 
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JoH2i  Hart  to  Prks,  Reed,  178L 

Pliilad-,  April  8*,  1781. 
Sir, 

A  Detachment  from  the  Artillery  Rcgim*,  Newtown,  bas  rec' Orders 
to  be  ID  Readiness  to  march  in  a  few  Days; — as  the  third  Bounty  to  the 
Soldiers  is  not  due  nntil  the  first  of  May,  I  would  wish  the  Directions 
of  Council  whether  I  am  to  pay  this  before  that  Time,  should  the 
Detachment  march  sooner.  I  am  sorry  that  I  cannot  inform  Council 
that  the  recruiting  Service  in  that  Regiment  is  attended  with  much 
Success.  I  have  attested  but  Seven  in  the  whole  since  I  received 
my  Orders,  one  of  whom  was  for  a  different  Regiment,  and  five  were 
of  the  discharged  Soldiers,  who  reinlisied.  But  few  Class  men  have 
been  delivered — I  do  not  exactly  know  the  Number ;  Several  also 
have  deserted — I  believe  there  are  not  Seventy  in  the  whole  Regi- 
ment at  Newtown.  The  Officers  have  informed  me,  that  by  a'Resolve 
of  Council,  the  Sergeants  were  entitled  to  a  Dollar  for  every  Recruit, 
besides  the  two  Dollars  to  the  recruiting  Officer  mentioned  in  the 
Instructions — that  Resolve  I  have  not  seen,  &  am  ignorant  of.  With 
the  Enlistments  enclosed  to  me  by  the  Honble.  Council  came  a  Strip 
of  Paper,  on  which  was  mentioned  their  Number,  and  a  Note  that 
the  Serjeants  were  not  paid — I  do  not  richtly  understand  this,  as  on 
the  Duplicates  delivered  me  by  the  Adjutant,  there  are  endorsed 
Receipts  for  one  Dollar,  signed  by  the  Serjeants.  I  shall  thankfully 
receive  every  necessary  Instruction  from  Council. 

I  am^  Sirj  your  Ob^  &  very  humble  Servt.,^ 

JOHN  HART. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  President  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania,  in  Council. 


A.  McFarlank  to  John  Perry,  1781, 

New  Store  April  8d,  1781. 
Sir, 

I  take  this  oppertunity  of  informing  yon  that  without  thire  is 
Better  Regulations  in  your  Business,  especially  your  Deliverys  al 
Fort  Pitt,  I  must  Beg  Jjeave  to  Decline  from  Serving  under  you. 
On  Saterday  the  Slat,  March  Between  11  &  3  O'clock  in  the  Day, 
I  arrived  at  Fort  Pitt  with  Two  Boat  loads  of  Corn  in  Good  Order, 
I  emediately  applied  to  the  A.  Q.  M.  for  a  Cart,  he  Told  me  it  was 
imployed  in  bawling  Coals,  &  as  soon  as  they  were  Done  I  might 
have  it,  I  then  went  in  Quest  of  the  Forrage  Master  Mt.  ^^Ci\i\w) 
who  I  was  informed,  waa  out  a  Ganmng  auOi  i^o^^  TkQ\»\»^i(a»^'^^  na 
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late  in  the  eveDinfl;.  Rain  &  Snow  Come  on  that  night,  &  the  Greatest 

§art  of  the  Corn  lay  exposed  to  the  weather,  and  other  Dammages 
'ill  Monday  abont  10  O'clock  when  Greatest  part  of  one  Boat  load 
was  Issued  out  of  the  Boat  to  the  officers,  &  others  that  was  intitl'd 
to  ForragOy  the  last  Boat  measured  98  Busshels  which  I  applied  for 
a  recipt  for  that  Quainty  Bat  was  refused  by  the  F.  M.  and  said  he 
was  informed  by  the  soldier  that  they  took  in  But  90  Busshels,  & 
would  Give  a  receipt  for  na  more  as  he  said  the  Com  swelled  8 
Busshels,  I  then  applied  to  Colo.  Broadhead  who  appointed  2  offi- 
cers to  inquire  into  the  matter  who  gave  it  as  their  oppinion  in 
writing  that  a  receipt  should  be  Given  for  the  Number  of  Busshels 
reed,  by  the  F.  M.,  he  then  refused  again,  I'repeated  my  application 
to  the  Commander  who  sent  for  McCurday,  &  rallid  him  on  the 
subject  he  then  Consented  to  pass  his  receipt  for  the  whole  which 
Detaind  me  24  hours  longer,  the  other  Boat  reed,  the  same  Quantity  * 
&  Delivered  90  Busshels  and  there  was  a  good  Deal  remaind  in  the 
Bottom  of  the  Boat,  But  being  employed  weating  on  the  Com- 
manding Officer,  &  F.  M.  Could  not  Give  emediat  attendance  to  the 
whole  Delivery,  when  I  Come  to  enqure  at  the  sejt.  what  was  Done 
with  the  remd.  of  the  Corn  fn  his  Boat  he  Told  me  he  Kenw  nothing 
about  it,  &  said  he  would  be  Dam'd  if  he  Caird.  I  then  made 
enquiry  through  the  Town  if  any  of  the  soldiers  were  selling  Com, 
and  found  they  had  sold  it  to  Nanccy  Christy  for  whiskey.  I  then 
apply'd  to  the  Commander  to  have  them  punished,  and  others  put 
in  their  place,  main  Time  the  Quarter  Master  Sample  pushed  them 
off  Before  I  had  Time  to  have  them  secured.  I  understand  thej 
have  made  a  Common  practice  of  selling  your  Grain  at  every  oppor- 
tunity, as  it  is  out  of  my  Power  to  be  at  the  Delivery  of  every  Boat 
load. 

I  am  with  respect, 

your  Humble  Servant, 

A  HcFARLANE. 


Westmoreland  m. 

Personally  appeared  before  me  one  of  the  Commonwealths  Justices 
for  said  County,  Andrew  McFarlane,  and  being  Sworn  according  to 
Law  Deposeth  and  Sayeth  that  this  Letter  was  wrote  by  him  to  CoL 
John  Perry,  and  that  it  Contains  a  true  State  of  Facts  according  as 
they  are  therein  Represented,  Sworn  before  me  the  26th,  April  1781. 

EDW.  COOK. 

Direciedf 

Col.  John  Ferry,  Commissioner  of  Puroheses  for  Westmorelandi 
County. 
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Col.  Brodheab  to  Pbes.  Reed,  1781. 

Fort  Pitt,  April  3d,  1781. 
Dear  Sir, 

The  Revd.  Mr.  David  Zeisberger  is  the  bearer  of  this  Letter.  I 
have  requested  him  to  go  to  Philada.  as  I  expected  the  Ho'Dble 
Executive  Coancil,  Congress,  &  the  Board  of  War,  would  be  glad 
of  an  opportaoitj  to  examine  him  respecting  his  mission,  &  the 
disposition  of  the  Indians  in  general,  He  is  a  futhfui  man,  &  what 
lie  says  may  be  relyed  on. 

I  take  the  liberty  to  inclose  Copies  of  Letters  jast  received  from 
Colo.  Loohry  &  Perry'*'  by  which  you  will  see  how  badly  I  am  snp- 

Cted  by  the  Westmoreland  Militia  and  how  necessary  it  is  that  the 
ITS  of  the  State  shonld  be  enforced,  andt  axes  collected,  for  nntill 
that  is  the  case  the  Inhabitants  of  that  County  will  do  no  service  to 
the  public  nor  themselves. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  the  utmost  respect  &  esteem, 
your  Excellencies  most  obedt.  Servt 

DANIEL  BRODHEAD. 
His  Excellency  Jos.  Reed  Esrq. 


Board  of  War  to  Prbs.  Bbbd,  1781. 

War  Offiae,  April  5«\  1781. 
Sir, 

The  Board  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  Excellenc/s 
Letter  of  the  4*^  Inst.,  and  are  very  sensible  of  the  embarrasments 
that  att«*nd  the  procuring  of  supplies  for  the  public ;  and  as  it  is  oar 
wish  to  cultivate  harmony  with  all  zealously  concerned  in  the  com* 
mon  cause,  and  none  more  so  than  with  the  Executive  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  yon  may  rest  assured  will  be  a  sufficient  stimnlns 
to  engage  us  to  make  every  representation  you  can  wish,  and  shall 
ever  be  happy  when  it  is  in  our  power  to  wipe  away  any  false  insin- 
uations that  may  tend  to  to  the  prejudice  of  QenUemen  in  publio 
station. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  every  sentiment  of  esteem, 
your  Excellency's  most 

Obed*  Hum.  Servant, 

EZEK.  CORNELL. 
Dtrectedj 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq',  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 
War  Office. 

*  See  ]^a|e4»  51, 62, 
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Pres.  Reed  to  Board  of  War,  1781. 

Oentlemen, 

We  received  your  Favour  of  the  3*  Inst.  If  the  Conduct  of 
publick  Bodies  is  to  be  judged  of  by  the  Representations  of  Assis- 
tant Commissaries,  it  is  to  be  wish'd  they  would  be  better  informed 
before  they  undertake  to  write  to  tbeir  Principals  &  by  that  Means 
create  unnecessary  &  unpalatable  Discussion. — There  has  been  no 
order  given  to  stay  the  Provisions  going  out  of  the  State  to  the 
main  Army  as  there  are  a  Number  of  Teams  now  constantly  on  thafc 
Service.  The  Fact  alluded  to  is  this,  that  when  the  whole  of  the 
Convention  Prisoners  were  expected  in  the  State  &  an  Estimate  was 
formed  of  the  additional  Expcnce  together  with  that  of  feeding, 
recruiting,  &  cloathing  &  equipping  our  Line,  the  Ezpenoo  of  our 
old  &  permanent  Establishment  of  Prisoners  Artificers  Invalids  &c. 
&  the  little  Prospect  of  receiving  early  Relief  from  the  Assembly— 
&  it  appeared  that  pur  weekly  Expenditures  now  exceed  nearly  3 
times  our  Receipts  a  Caution  was  given  to  Hazelwood  that  he  might 
not  embarrass  himself  with  Engagements  which  we  saw  no  Prospect 
of  his  answering  for  in  the  Distress  of  the  Treasury  here  M'  Ritten- 
house  was  obliged  to  draw  on  the  County  Treasurers  in  order  to 
support  the  County  Commissioners  &  recruiting  Service  &  thereby 
anticipate  the  Receipts  here.  It  is  a  painful  Circumstance  to  bo 
oblig^  to  disclose  the  publick  Distress  or  lay  under  the  Imputation 
of  wanting  a  due  Attention  to  the  publick  Necessities :  but  since 
the  improvident  Representations  of  the  Commissaries  obliges  us  we 
must  inform  you  that  the  Treasurer  has  been  for  days  together  with* 
oat  a  Shilling  &  that  at  this  3Iomcnt  he  has  not  money  to  pay  the 
Assembly  Men  their  Wages.  From  your  own  Experience  you  will 
be  able  to  determine  whether  Supplies  are  to  bo  procured  without 
Money  &  whether  it  is  honest  or  politick  to  make  heavy  Engage- 
ments which  we  know  we  cannot  comply  with. — We  can  appeal  to 
yourselves  whether  in  any  Emergency  or  on  ordinary  Occasions  we 
Lave  been  wanting  to  the  publick  Interest  we  shall  persevere  in  the 
like  Conduct  conceiving  that  we  shall  thus  serve  our  Country  as 
effectually  as  those  who  are  actually  in  an  immediate  Line  of  Military 
Service :  But  we  cannot  create  Resources  or  the  Means  of  procuring 
them  &  am  sorry  if  our  well  meant  &  disinterested  Exertions  do  not 
give  the  Satisfaction  we  would  wish.  This  is  the  second  Mistake 
Col.  Blaine  has  made,  so  that  we  hope  in  future  due  Allowance  will 
be  made  upon  his  Communications  as  it  is  our  Opinion  be  would 
have  done  well  to  have  addressed  himself  to  us  immediately  rather 
than  have  troubled  the  General  &  Congress  upon  a  Matter  in  which 
we  need  no  Stimulus  within  the  Compass  of  our  Abilities.  Upon 
finding  that  the  whole  of  the  Convention  Prisoners  were  not  expected 
M'  Hazelwood  was  directed  to  go  on  &  purchase  on  Credit  as  wo  have 
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not  Money.  The  other  Porchaaers  have  had  no  Coantermands  but 
the  Reverse. '  We  rely  upon  the  Candour  of  the  Board  to  represent 
the  Matter  properly  to  Congress  &  the  General  &  to  be  assured  that 
we  shall  do  all  in  oar  Power  to  forward  the  Supplies. 

LidorMedf 

April  5*  178L    To  Hon'ble  Board  of  War. 


Pbes.  Bssd  to  Archibald  McClean,  1781. 

Sir, 

I  duly  received  your  Favours  by  Major  Moore — ^it  is  indeed  a~ 
most  unfortunatefiituation  in  which  we  are  by  the  Backwardness  of 
the  People  to  pay  their  Taxes.  Tour  Letter  is  an  Echo  of  what  we 
have  had  from  most  of  the  other  Counties  who  all  send  to  the  State 
Treasury  for  Money,  not  reflecting  that  the  Supplies  of  the  State 
Treasury  depend  upon  the  Country,  &  that  there  is  no  other 
Mode  of  our  filling  it  but  by  Taxes. which  are  alwavs  so  deficient  in 
Time  &  Value  as  to  fall  short  one  half  of  what  they  were  when 
laid. — ^We  have  sent  you  an  Order  for  ^1000  which  will  include 
the  £700  you  refer  to,  but  it  is  out  of  our  Power  to  do  more  for 
you  at  present.  Inclosed  is  a  Letter  to  the  Commissioners  to  which 
we  must  request  you  to  add  your  urgent  Solicitations  to  them  to  do 
their  duty  in  Collecting  the  Taxes  &  Recruits  by  Classes  or  we  may' 
expect  the  most  unhappy  Consequences.  It  is  impossible  for  any^ 
one  to  conceive  the  Difficulties  in  carrying  on  the  publick  Busioess 
when  so  little  Attention  is  paid  to  the  collection  of  Taxes,  &  the 
People  80  reluctant  to  part  with  their  Property  for  publick  Use. 

The  Council  approve  the  Payment  of  the  Gratuity,  our  Uesoluuon 
which  was  directed  to  be  sent  to  you  but  by  Accident  omitted. 
It  may  perhaps  have  been  best  to  take  new  Inlistments  but  we  were 
of  a  quite  different  Opinion  as  it  implies  the  former  Inlistm^  under 
which  they  were  held  to  be  invalid  k  sanctifies  all  the  Complaints' 
of  the  Soldiers  on  that  Head.  Wc  have  sent  by  this  Opp^  100 
InlS^eiits,  &  desire  you  to  forward  the  Duplicates  &  an  Acc^  of 
your  Proceeding  as  soon  as  the  Affairs  are  finished. 
I  am  Sir  with  £stecm 

Your  Obcd.  Hbble.  Ser., 

JOS.  REED. 

Indorsed, — April  8,  1781. 
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Ordirs  of  Obnl.  St.  Clair,  1781. 

Head  Qaarteniy 

Philad-,  April  5, 1781. 

A  detaobment  of  the  Pennsylvania  line  to  hold  tbenraeWes  in 
readiness  to  march  to  and  assemble  at  York  Town  immediately. 
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First  and  Secoond  Regiments  are  to  form  One  Battalion^- 

8  Comp.  of  40  R.  &  File  each,  '  320  men. 

Third  &  Fifth  ]>.— One  Battalion,  820 

Fourth  &  Sixth  D*.— One  Battalion,  820 

960 

The  Senior  Captains  k  Sabaltems  in  the  several  Regiments  are 
to  be  warned  for  this  Detaobment  The  Cloathing  to  equip  it  will 
be  forwarded  immediately^ to  the  different  Cantonments. 

L*  Hughes  late  Qu'  Mas.  to  the  first  Brigade  is  transfer'd  to  the 
Second,  and  L^  North  to  the  first. 

Bj  Order  Mig'  Gen.  S*  Clair. 

JOS.  HARMER,  1/  CoL 


Pres.  Beed  to  F.  A.  Muhlenberg,  1781. 

Sir, 

The  inclosed  Papers,  which  it  is  our  Duty  to  communicate  to  the 
House,  will  exhibit  a  melancholy,  tho'  too  true  a  Picture  of  our 
present  Situation,  &  the  Probability  of  some  alarming  Consequences 
to  the  general  Interest,  &  particularly  dishonourable  to  this  State, 
unless  prevented  by  the  most  seasonable  &  vigorous  Measures.  We 
have  io  often  oalled  upon  the  Commissioneni  of  the  Taxes,  &  ni^ 
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onr  Distresses,  with  the  Necessity  of  their  ezertlDg  themselves,  & 
with  so  little  Effect,  that  we  can  promise  ourselves  no  Relief  frola 
them.  It  i&  painful  to  us  so  frequently  to  call  the  Attention  of  the 
House  to  the  Subject  of  Sujtplies ;  but  the  Importance  of  the  Sub- 
ject &  Iho  Impoasibilitj  of  our  complying  with  tho  Demands  &  the 
fatal  Consequences  of  a  Fallqire,  will,  we  trust,  sufficiently  justify  us. 
I  am^  Sir,  with  great  Respect  &  Regard, 

Your  Obed.  Hbble.  Servt. 
Indorsed^ 
AprU  6,  1781. 


Prbs.  Bbbd  to  Assembly,  1781. 

Sr, 

We  consider  the  Advices  contained  in  the  inclosed  Papers  to  be 
of  so  much  Importance,  that  we  have  forwarded  them  immediately 
to  the  House.  The  Intricacy  of  the  Navigation  of  the  River  Dela- 
ware, &  the  great  Expenoe  which  attended  its  Defence,  have  occa- 
sioned a  Reduction  of  the  Force,  which  it  may  now  be  necessary  to 
increase }  if  the  House  should  be  of  the  same  Opinion,  they  will,  we 
presume,  take  the  Subject  into  immediate  Consideration,  &  provide 
speedy  &  effeetaal  Supplys  of  Money  for  this  important  Purpose. 

I  am.  Sir, — 

April  7,  1781. 

To  F.  A.  Muhlenberg,  Esq.,  Speaker  of  the  General  Assembly. 


Seo't  Matlaok  to  John  Lukens,  1781. 

PhUad*,  April  6, 1781. 

Sir, 

His  Excellency  the  President  &  the  Council  Order  me  to  request 
you  will  permit  E.  Burd,  Esqr.,  to  search  the  Surveyor  Gen^  office 
for  the  following  records,  viz^ : 

'<  Warrant  dated  29th  March,  174d,  to  Malcolm  McMichael  for 
100  acres  or  150  acres  in  Little  Britain  township,  LanC  county,  and 
the  survey — ^The  survey  is  called  Derry.'' 

^*  Survey  under  a  warrant  to  James  Murray,  dated  12th  Augt., 
1741. 

''  Survey  under  a  warrant  to  Edgehill,  dated  16  July,  1743| 

the  survey  made  on  the  29th  May,  1772.'' 

And  permit  him  to  bave  copies  thereof. 

I  am,  &o., 

T.  M.,  Seo'y- 

ZHttCtCaf 

John  Lukens,  Esqr. 
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JABfss  MooBB  TO  Pbes.  Bsbd,  1781. 

DowniDgs  TowHi  April  6th,  1781. 

His  Exoellenoj  tlte  President  of  Gonncil  of  the  State  of 
PennsjlTania. 
Sir, 

As  a  DetachmeDt  of  One  Hundread  meD  will  inarch  in  a  few  days 
from  this  place  belonging  to  the  Second  Pennsjlvania  Regiment- 
greater  part  of  whom  have  still  three  Pounds  of  their  bounty  due 
them  which  Ought  to  be  paid  previous  to  their  marching,  have 
therefore  to  request  you  to  send  ^  Bearer,  Lt.  Whiteheady  Five 
Hundread  Pounds,  which  may  probably  answer  the  purpose. 

I  am,  sir,  * 

your  Humble  Serv^, 

JAMES  MOORE. 

Pbbs.  Rbbd  to  Committbb  of  Assbmbly,  1781. 

April  6, 1781. 
Gentlemen, 

The  Propositions  contained  in  the  Minute  of  the  House  of  the 
8 let  Ult.  seem  to  be  quite  distinct  &  unconnected,  &  have  therefore 
been  so  considered  by  the  Council.  The  first  is  a  Proposition  to  lay 
out  the  Monies  arising  from  the  Impost  Law  in  Bills  of  ExchangOi 
the  small  Sum  hitherto  received  on  that  Law,  viz.,  £127  14,  If,  & 
the  little  Probability  of  its  affording  a  very  productive  Revenue 
without  some  Check  to  the  evasions  now  practised,  very  much  lessen 
the  Importance  of  the  Object,  but  the  Council  join  in  Opinion  with 
the  Committee  that  it  would  be  a  beneficial  Expenditure  of  the 
Money. 

As  to  the  second,  viz..  The  recalling  Mr.  Searle,  we  are  so  un- 
fortunate as  to  differ  from  those  Gentlemen  who  espouse  that  Mea- 
sure, &  that  for  the  following  Reasons. 

1.  The  Objects,  viz.,  to  obtain  Specie  &  military  Supplies  are  aa 
desirable  as  ever,  the  Necessities  of  the  State  being  as  great,  &  the 
publick  Credit  having  rather  declined  than  advanced  since  his  De- 
parture so  as  to  make  the  above  Articles  of  greater  Necessity  than 
at  any  Time  these  3  Years  past. 

2.  This  being  the  Case,  it  does  not  appear  adviseable  to  recall 
him  when  he  may  be  upon  the  point  of  completing  his  Business,  aa 
in  that  Case  all  would  stop,  &  all  unfinished  Engagements  would 
remain  so,  &  more  especially  as  we  had  no  Intelligence  of  his  Pro- 
gress or  Prospects^  tho  it  may  be  daily  expected,  &  there  can  be  no 
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Doubt  boi  his  Credit  would  be  immedifttely  affected  bj  a  pubUck 
Beaolation  of  the  Assembly  in  his  Recall. 

8.  The  Objeotioii  of  the  Dutch  War  operates  differently  on  the 
Minds  of  the  Council  from  the  Sense  of  the  Committee,  as  we  appre- 
hend his  Business  will  be  rather  facilitated  than  obstructed  by  this 
Event — Great  Brittain  has  now  become  the  common  Enemy  of  both 
Countries,  all  motives  with  Holland  against  taking  part  with  us  have 
oeasod,  &  irritated  by  her  Losses  she  will  seek  Revenge  by  every 
Means  the  most  effectual — She  has  not  been  at  War  for  half  a 
Century,  &  therefore  must  be  considered  as  ill  prepared  with  Fleets 
ft  Armies,  but  she  has  had  a  long  ft  profitable  Peaoe  by  which  she 
k  enrieh'd.  America  is  directly  the  Reverse,  she  is  poor  ft  warlike, 
&  the  Distance  from  Europe  is  an  additional  Motive  for  other  Na- 
tions to  keep  Great  Brittain  engaged  with  us  as  more  expensive 
transfering  ft  keeping  British  fleets  ft  Armies  at  a  great  Distance 
from  themselves.  But  it  is  said  beins  now  at  War  herself  she  will 
not  be  able  to  spare  us  Money,  but  the  History  of  commercial  Nations 
engaged  in  War  shows  the  contrary,  these  very  Dutch  when 
engaged  in  the  War  of  the  Succession,  subsidised  half  the  minor 
Princes  in  Germany,  ft  England  in  the  last  War,  when  deeply  en- 
gaged herself,  ft  groaning  under  heavy  Debts  did  the  same  Thing 
with  the  King  of  Prussia  ft  many  other  Princes — France  did  the 
same  with  Sweden  ft  Russia,  why  may  we  not  expect  the  same  Con- 
duct towards  us  1  The  Prospect  of  coming  in  for  a  share  of  our 
Trade  will  also  probably  have  some  Eflfcct,  we  see  it  had  a  great 
Influence  on  the  City  of  Amsterdam  in  their  late  Treaty,  ft  there  is 
oertainly  no  State  in  the  Union  whose  commercial  Friendship  is 
more  worth  cultivating  than  that  of  Pennsylvania — If  therefore 
Holland  should  see  her  own  Interest,  as  most  probably  she  will,  ft 
it  may  be  demonstrated  that  the  Common  Enemy  can  no  where  be 
more  effectually  annoyed  ft  her  Fleets  ft  Armies  employed  without 
Prejudice  to  them  than  in  America,  there  can  be  no  Doubt  but  she 
will  willingly  advance  Money  on  a  much  more  advantageous  Lay 
than  a  Subsidy,  which  differs  from  a  Loan  as  much  as  a  Gift  does. 

4.  The  Expectation  of  Supplies  of  Cloathing  ft  military  Stores 
from  Congress  must  we  fear  be  deemed  fallacious  after  the  Disap- 
pointments they  have  experienced  for  four  Years  past,  which  have 
greatly  endangered  the  Cause  ft  have  operated  so  powerfully  on 
Congress  that  notwithstanding  they  had  a  Member  on  the  Spot  they 
have  sent  a  special  Envoy  to  make  necessary  Inquiries  when  Suc- 
cess is  uncertain  ft  Prospects  unknown.  Farther,  this  Expectation 
if  better  founded  is  opposed  to  the  Confederation,  the  Articles  of 
which  direct ''  that  each  State  shall  allways  keep  up  a  well  regulated 
**  ft  disciplined  Militia  sufficiently  armed  &  accoutred  ft  provide  ft 
''  constantly  keep  ready  for  Use  in  publick  Stores  a  due  Number  of 
^  Field  Peices  ft  Tents  ft  a  proper  Quantity  of  Arms,  Ammunition, 
<'ft  Camp  Equipage." — And  in  the  9th  Article  it  is  declared  ''  that 
if  the  Legislature  of  each  State  shall  appoint  the  regiment  Officers, 
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''  raise  the  Men,  cloatb,  arm  &  eqnip  tbem  in  a  Soldier  like  Manner 
''  at  the  Expcnce  of  the  United  States" — Under  which  Article  the 
Congress  have  lately  called  on  as  to  supply  Canteens  &  Knapsacks 
&  other  Articles  for  the  Line  of  this  State — ^To  depend  on  Congress 
therefore  for  what  they  have  expressly  directed  the  States  to  provide 
&  further  to  depend  upon  the  partial  Supplies  to  be  piok'd  up  here 
after  pdst  Experience,  appears  to  us  to  be  placing  our  Confidence  on 
what  must  naturally  be  expected  to  fuil  &  disappoint  us.  But  should 
Congress  be  able  to  supply  us  tbe  Goods  coming  in  Bales  not  made 
np  Cloathes,  &  coarse  woollen  &  Linnens  being  in  constant  Demand 
the  State  can  run  little  Risque  of  a  Loss. 

6.  The  Agent  being  sent  to  Transact  a  special  Business,  &  having 
left  his  Family  behind  it  cannot  be  presumed  he  will  stay  after  thai 
Business  is  finished,  or  if  there  is  no  Probability  of  Success :  to 
recall  him  therefore  knowing  no  more  than  that  he  had  arrived  is 
putting  a  Stigma  upon  a  Gentleman  who  has  deserved  well  of  the 
publick,  having  served  it  faithfully  in  various  Capacities,  &  would 
be  particularly  ungrateful  in  this  State,  for  whom  he  undertook  the 
Voyage,  which  as  in  the  Case  of  Mr.  Laurens  might  have  terminated 
in  a  lonff  &  painful  Captivity  &  perhaps  Death  itself,  &  that  depend- 
ing on  the  Justice  &  Generosity  of  the  Assembly  for  his  Reward. 

7.  (To  save  Expence  seems  in  our  Opinion  the  only  Reason  of 
Weight)  but  the  principal  Expence  is  already  incurred,  he  has  gone 
at  the  publick  Charge  &  will  return  in  the  same  Manner — the  saving 
therefore  must  bo  very  inconsiderable  as  it  can  only  be  the  Expence 
of  a  private  Gentleman  &  Servant  for  a  few  Weeks,  the  Difierenoe 
between  coming  Home  on  the  present  Call  or  when  his  Business 
shall  be  done  or  it  appears  desperate  this  mny  amount  to  perhaps 
30  or  40  Guineas,  an  Object  surely  beneath  the  Attention  of  the 
Legislature,  who  have  lately  given  double  the  Sum  to  Children  not 
12  Years  old  for  no  other  Service  than  beating  a  Drum  or  blowing 
a  Fife. 

8.  As  it  has  been  before  observed  Letters  will  probably  soon 
arrive  giving  an  account  of  the  Progress  of  the  Business  &  the  Pros- 
pects— the  Council  have  a  common  Interest  with  the  Assembly  to 
save  all  unnecessary  Expcnccs  &  advance  the  general  Interests*— 
Can  they  not  engage  so  much  of  the  Confidence  of  the  House  as  to 
be  entrusted  to  recall  him  or  not  as  Circumstances  shall  then  ap- 
pear? Or  if  this  cannot  be,  the  Council  have  no  Objection  to 
communicating  the  Advices  received  to  the  Speaker  &  any  other 
Members  who  may  be  convenient,  to  whose  Sentiments  the  Council 
will  pay  a  due  Regard. 

But  upon  the  Measure  of  recalling  Mr.  Searle  at  this  Time  the 
Council  are  unanimously  of  Opinion  it  is  not  adviseable  in  Point  of 
Policy,  eligible  in  point  of  Interest,  which  our  Duty  to  the  State  re- 
quires, or  consistent  with  that  due  Regard  to  the  Character  &  Feelings 
of  the  Agent  which  each  of  us  in  like  Ciroumstanoea  would  expect* 

•  See  Vol.  Vni.,  pp.  899,  614,  532,  668,  626;  also  Col.  Rec,  VoL  XH., 
pp.  410,  414,  416-418,  419. 
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Col.  Adam  Hctbley  to  Pees.  Reed,  1781. 

Lancaster;  April  G*^  1781. 
Sir, 

Agreeable  to  the  desire  of  the  Hon^  Council  after  making  necessary 
inquirjs,  and  Advising  with  a  number  of  well  dispose'd  persons  on 
the  Subject. — I  now  make  known  to  yoiir  Excellency,  for  the  infor- 
mation of  Council, — that  a  number  of  Men  might  be  rais'd  for  a 
constancy — should  Congress  require  a  Guard  for  this  place — This 
however  eould  not  be  done  without  some  difficulties  attending  it, — 
As  many  of  those  men,  who  would  wish  to  join  this  Corps,  would 
object  to  engaging  in  it  for  the  following  reasons, — (unless  a  pointed 
contract  with  those  men  be  made)— Council,  they  say,  should  they 
at  any  time  think  proper,  might  order  them  to  bo  remov'd  to  any 
other  part  of  the  State  or  perhaps  to  join  the  Main  Army,  this  they 
know  has  been  done,  in  the  instance  of  Capt.  Weavers  Indep*  Comp^ 
some  years  since,  those  Men  were  rais'd  as  a  Guard,  for  this  place, 
.  to  Guard  the  British  Prisoners  &  publick  Stores,  but  on  the  removal 
of  those  prisoners  they  were  imm^iatcly  ordered  to  join  the  Main 
Army,  &  incorporated  with  the  Pennsy*^  line.  They  also  say  a 
Company  of  a  similar  nature  was  rais'd  by  the  Town  Major,  some 
iimc  since,  many  of  those  Men,  are  not  to  this  day,  paid  for  thdr 
servieea — and  unless  some  mode  is  adopted  for  regular  pyaments  it 
may  be  their  case  (should  they  engage)  also,  to  be  left  in  the  same 
predicament. 

I  have  thought  it  necessary  to  give  Council  very  particular  infor- 
mation on  this  subject,  in  order  that  they  may  be  enabled  to  take 
steps  accordingly. 

1  understand  a  large  body  of  the  British  prisoners,  are  shortly  to 
be  stationed  here— should  this  be  the  case,  more  Men  will  be 
wanted  for  Guards,  than  the  number  mentioned  in  my  last  I  beg 
leave  to  lay  before  the  Council  a  Disposition  of  the  Guards  absolutely 
necessary. — viz. 

One  Centinel  at  the  powder  Magazine,  one  at  the  Store  (in  which 
powder  .i^  also  depoeited)  one  at  the  Goal,  and  at  least  four  at  the 
Barracks. — Total  amount  of  Centinels,  will  be  seven.  Which  will 
require — One  Sub.,  one  Serg*,  one  Corp*,  &  21  privates  daily.  So 
that  not  less  (allowing  the  men  to  come  on  duty  every  third  day) 
than  three  Suds,  three  Serj'%  three  Corp'*,  one  Drum,  one  fife  and 
Seventy  two  privates  (in  which  I  include  6  Non  Effectives)  will 
answer  the  purpose. 

Council  will  likewise  sec  the  propriety,  should  they  be  call'd  upon 
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for  8uoh  a  Ouard,  and  approve  the  disposition  of  it^  of  appointiiig 
some  person  to  take  charge  of  the  whole. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be 
with  respect  &  Esteem, 

Your  Exccll»»  most  ob«  &  very  h*  Serv., 

AD-  HUBLEY,  J.,  L*  O  !>. 

Directed, 

(Od  Publick  Service) 
His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq%  Pre8id.|  &o.;  Philadelphim. 


Extract  of  a  Letter  from  General  WASHXHaxoN  to 
General  Watne,  1781. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  His  Excelly  General  Washiogton. 

Dated  New  Windsor,  8'^  April,  1781. 

The  critical  sitnation  of  oar  southern  affairs,  and  the  reinforoe- 
ments  sent  by  the  Eoemy,  to  that  Quarter,  urge  the  necessity  of 
moving  as  large  a  proportion  of  the  Pennsa.  Line  as  possible,  wiUi- 
out  a  moments  loss  of  time,  Indeed  I  hope  before  this,  by  the  mea- 
sures you  have  taken,  all  the  Impediments  to  a  movement|  will  have 
been  Obviated. 

I  am  persuaded  your  utmost,  and  unremitting  exertions,  will  not 
be  wanting  on  this  and  every  occasion  of  serving  yonr  Gonntrj  ao 
essentially — that  they  may  be  ever  crowned  with  success,  that  noth- 
ing but  propitious  events  may  attend  yon  on  the  March|  ft  in  the 
Field^  is  the  sincere  wish  of 
Dear  Sir, 

Your  most  Ob  and  Hum.  Sert., 

Gfi  WASHINGTON. 

(Copy) 
Dtrectedy 
Gen*  Wayne. 


Besolution  of  General  Absemblt,  1781. 

State  of  Pennsylvania,  In  General  Assembly, 

Monday,  9th  April,  1781. 
The  order  of  the  day  was  read. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  Surveyor  General, 
and   the  ballots  being  taken  and  counted,  it  appeared   that  John 
Lukens,  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia,  was  duly  elected. 
^-  Resolved,  That  the  said  John  Lukens  be^  and  hereby  is  appointed 
Surveyor  General  of  this  State. 
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The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  Secretary  ct  the 
Land  Office ;  and  the  hallots  being  taken  and  counted,  it  appeared 
that  Darid  Kennedy  was  duly  elected. 

Reiolved,  That  the  said  David  ICennedy  b^  and  hereby  is  appointed 
Secretary  of  the  Land  Office  of  this  State. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  ReceiTcr  General 
of  the  Land  Office ;  and  the  ballots  being  taken  and  counted|  it 
appeared  that  Francis  Johnston  was  duly  elected. 

Bfsolved,  That  the  said  Francis  Johnston  be,  and  hereby  is 
appointed  Beceiver  Oeneral  of  the  Land  Office  of  this  State. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

SAMUEL  STERETT, 

Clerk. 


Pbss.  Bbbd  to  Abraham  Dubois,  ko.^  1781. 

Oentlemeni 

Yonr  Letter  without  Date,  but  received  a  few  Days  ago  has  been 
laid  before  Council.  It  was  our  express  direction  to  Mr.  Stevenson 
to  refer  the  Officers  who  have  been  Prisoners  to  a  Settlement  in 
Pbilada.,  where  the  Money  received  in  Captivity  would  be  accounted 
for.  Unhappily  in  this  Respect,  as  well  as  several  otfaerS|  no  Regard 
has  been  paid  to  our  Direction;  by  which  our  State  will  suffer 
heavily  by  paying  twice  what  we  can  but  illy  afford  to  pay  once. 
In  the  Case  o€  Qipt  TnmbuU,  whom  we  have  never  yet  seeUi  & 
perhaps  may  not  see  on  this  Account,  there  is  a  Depreciation  on 
600  Specie  Dollars  allowed,  which  in  all  Justice  &  Reason  ought 
not  to  have  been.  We  have  it  much  at  Heart  the  Line  should  be 
settled  with,  but  not  so  much  as  to  desire  the  Settlement  hastened 
.  to  the  Prejadtce  &  Injury  of  the  State.  With  Respect  to  the 
Detachment  at  Fort  Pitt  we  do  not  think  the  Auditor  should  have 
settled  with  any  Person  who  did  not  attend  in  Person  for  a  Settle- 
ment, &  so  were  onr  Instructions.  Id  the  Changes  that  happen  in 
Armies  we  cannot  tell  who  of  that  Detachment  at  Fort  Pitt  are  there, 
many  may  be  dead,  deserted,  &c.,  an  Objection  so  obvious  that  we 
wonder  it  should  escape  the  Auditors.  There  is  a  Justice  due  the 
Publick  as  well  as  the  Soldier,  &  there  should  allways  be  a  Guard 
against  Abuses,  which  are  too  apt  to  creep  in,  in  these  degenerate 
Days.  If  the  Books  &  Certificates  arc  sent  to  us  they  may  be 
guarded  against  in  a  great  Degree,  but  in  future  we  wish  you  to  oon- 
nder  no  one  intttled  who  does  not  appear  in  Parson,  ft  that  jon  would 
close  the  Books  finall  v,  in  a  Week  from  this  Date.  We  propose 
to  appoint  special  Auditors  at  Fort  Ku,  as  the  8th  Raiment  ialbAi% 
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in  GarriaoDi  where  we  propose  also  to  settle  with  the  Detaohmoat  of 
Artillery. 

I  am,  with  much  Esteem , 

Gent,  Your  Obed.,  H'bble  Servt 
Indorsedf 

1781|  April  9th.    To  Messrs.  Abraham  Dubois  and  William 
Ooforth,  Esquire. 


Resolutions  of  General  Assemblt,  1781. 

State  of  Pennsylvania, 

In  General  Assembly,  Tuesday,  10*^  April,  1781. 

Resolved,  that  the  President  and  Supreme  Executive  Council  of 
this  State  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  authorized  and  required  to  pro- 
cure, on  the  best  terms  at  which  the  same  may  be  had,  and  to  lodge 
in  the  Treasury  of  this  Commonwealth,  so  much  of  the  paper  money 
as  has  been  issued  in  this  State  in  pursuance  of  the  Resolntions  of 
Congress  of  the  18*^  March,  1781 ,  and  that  no  more  of  the  said 
money  be  hereafter  issued. 

Resolved,  That  The  President  &  Council  do  in  like  manner  proouro 
of  the  money  issued  by  other  States,  in  pursuance  of  said  Resoiations, 
80  much  as  may  now  be  due,  according  to  the  same  Resolution  from 
this  Commonwealth  to  Congress. 

Resolved,  that  the  President  &  Council  do  in  like  manner,  from 
time  to  time,  procure  of  such  money  so  much  as  may  be  doe  to  Con- 

frcss  for  the  Requisitions  by  them  made  in  their  Resolutions  of  the 
6*^  and  23^  of  March  last,  &  cause  the  same  to  be  paid  into  the 
continental  Treasury  at  the  respective  days  specifieid  by  Congreas  fbr 
that  purpose. 

Resolved,  that  if  Congress  shall  prefer  receiving  the  money  issued 
by  this  Commonwealth  to  the  money  issued  by  other  States,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  said  Resolutions  of  the  18*^  of  March,  in  such  case  the 
President  and  Council,  during  the  recess  of  Assembly,  shall  be,  and 
they  hereby  are,  impowered  and  required  to  adjust  with  Congress 
the  sum  of  State  money  which  shall  be  equivalent  therewith,  and  to 
cause  the  same  to  be  paid. 

Resolved,  that  Ilis  Excellency  The  President  in  Council  do,  from 
time  to  time,  issue  his  Drafts  on  the  Treasury  for  the  several  pur- 
poses aforesaid. 

Extract  from  the  Secret  Minutes, 

CHARLES  STERETT,  Clerk.* 
Directedf 
His  Excellency  Jos.  Reed,  Esq.,  President,  &o.,  of  PcnnsylTaiiia. 

*  See  Col.  Rcc.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  C90. 
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RssoLtiTiOKg  07  Geiteral  Assemblt,  1781. 

State  of  PennsylTmnu.  In  General  Assembly, 

Tuesday,  10«*  April,  1781. 
Whereas,  tbe  late  defection  in  tbe  Pennsylvania  Line"*"  hascansed 
a  number  of  Troops,  which  composed  the  same,  to  be  necessarily 
discharged  from  the  seryice,  by  which  means  a  deficiency  of  about 
thirteen  hundred  men  arises,  ezoldsiTc  of  the  two  thousand  A  seven 
hundred  now  raising  in  virtue  of  the  Law  passed  on  the  23'  day  of 
Deeember  last,  direotingthe  Inhabitants  or  this  State  to  be  classed 
for  Ihat  purpose :  And  Whereas,  it  is  found  by  experience,  that  the 
mode  of  recruiting  the  Army  by  means  of  such  classes  is  not  eflbctual 
In  producing  men,  as  the  said  Classes  generally  pay  the  alternative 
allowed  in  money,  rather  than  take  the  trouble  to  procure  the  men : 
And  Whereas,  it  has  been  also  found  of  mischievous  tendency  to 
have  different  modes  of'reeruitiDg  in  practice  at  the  same  time — It 
appears  to  this  House,  from  the  several  Considerations  above  men- 
tioned, that  the  moat  eligible  mode  of  raising  the  said  thirteen  hun- 
dred Men,  as  also  any  greater  number  that  may  be  found  wantins 
to  oompleat  our  Line  or  Quota  of  the  Federal  Arm  v  of  the  United 
States,  will  be  by  recruiting  parties  under  the  Bufes,  Regulations 
and  Orders  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council ;  therefore, 

Besolved,  that  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  be,  and  they 
hereby  are,  requested  to  enforce  the  full  execution  of  the  Law  passed 
the  twentv-third  day  of  December  last,  entitled  '^  An  Act  to  com- 
plete the  Quote  of  the  Federal  Anny  assigned  to  this  State,"  so  that 
such  Becruits  as  lure  raised  by  any  of  the  Classes  may  be  joined  with 
all  possible  expeditioh  to  the  Corps  in  which  they  are  to  serve ;  and 
■0  that  the  monies  oolleoted  from  the  Classes,  which  have  not  sup- 
plied Men,  may,  without  loss  of  time,  be  applied  to  the  recruiting 
service. 

Resolved,  that  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  be,  and  they  herebv 
are,  directed  to  continue  the  recruiting  parties  in  this  State  under  such 
rules  and  regulations  as  thev  shall  find  proper  and  necessary,  until 
a  sufficient  number  of  Recruits  shall  be  raised  to  oompleat  the  Quota 
at  the  Federal  Army  required  by  Congress  from  this  Commonwealth. 

Resolved^  that  the  supreme  Executive  Council  be,  and  they 
Bereby  are,impowefed  to  increase  the  bounties  to  be  paid  to  Recruits 
it  the  time  of  inlistment^  if  they  shall  think  it  proper  and  necessary 
80  to  do. 

Resolved,  that  tbe  monies  collected  from  the  classes  be  deemed 
part  of  the  funds  for  carrying  on  the  recruiting  service. 

R^olved,  that  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  be,  and  they  hereby 
ajre,  impowered  to  call  upon  the  parties  indebted  to  the  Loan  Office, 
by  Mortgage  and  Bonds,  for  the  Principal  and  Interest  now  due,  or 
ihat  may  become  due  during  the  time  necessary  to  continue  the 

♦  8m  VoL  VIIL 
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reoruiting  scrvioo ;  and  that  the  monies  received  or  recovered  from 
those  debtors  be  also  deemed  a  part  of  the  Funds  destined  for  the 
said  reoruiting  service. 

Kesolved,  that  the  President  (or  in  his  Absence  The  Vice  Presi- 
dent) in  Council  be,  and  he  heieby  is,  impowered  to  draw  on  the 
Treasurer  of  the  State,  or  the  County  Treasurer,  from  time  to  timej 
for  such  sums  as  may  be  necessary  to  carry  on  the  said  recruiting 
service  ',  and  if  it  shall  so  happen  that  monies  from  the  funds,  as- 
signed as  above  for  this  service^  arc  not  in  the  hands  of  the  said 
State  Treasurer  or  County  Treasurers,  they  are  hereby  authorised  to 
pay  such  drafts  out  of  any  other  unappropriated  monies;  the  same 
to  be  replaced,  as  collected  from  the  aforesaid  funds. 

Kesolved,  that,  if  the  ezpences   of  the   recruiting  service  exceed 
the  funds  assigned  to  pay  the   same,   this   House  will,  at  their 
next  Session,  provide  others  to  pay  the  deficiency. 
Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

SAMUEL  STERETT,  Clerk. 
JDirectedf 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Eeed,  Esq.^  President;  &o.,  of  PeiiDsyl- 
vania. 


Gbn.  James  Potter  to  Pres.  Beed,  1781. 

Sunbery,  April  12*»,  1781. 
Sir, 

I  arived  at  my  House  on  Sunday  last  and  on  Monday  I  cam  to 
this  pleace  and  since,  I  have  maid  a  visite  to  difrent  parta  of  the 
frunteers  who  I  find  in  great  disstress,  numbers  of  them  flying  for 
there  lives  at  this  Early  scasone  of  the  year,  the  enemy  has  maid 
five  diffrent  strookes  on  our  frunteers  since  the  22*  of  March,  on  the 
sixth  Instant  they  fiered  on  an  old  man,  his  son  and  Daughter,  the 
Boy  was  shott  dcd  and  the  Indians  Imcdatly  maid  a  prisner  of  the 
young  woman,  the  old  man  Had  a  stick  in  his  Hand  with  which  he 
noblcy  defended  himself  against  one  of  the  Indiane  who  had  a 
tomhack  and  maid  the  fellow  drope  his  wapon,  Col.  Eelley  with  a 
few  of  bis  Nighbours  was  in  a  house  at  a  little  distance,  on  hearin^^ 
the  enemy  guns  go  off  the  Run  to  the  pleace  and  obledged  the 
enemy  to  Retreat  leviug  the  young  women,  there  prisner  and  our 
brave  old  Irishman  and  his  stick  behind  them  and  all  there  Blanket8| 
tlicy  out  Run  Col.  Kclley  and  his  party  and  got  off  as  usile. 

On  Sabathday  last  the  eieht  Instant,  in  the  evening  they  oame  to 
the  House  of  one  Durraes  about  five  miles  from  this  pleace,  Imme- 
dutly  on  there  cntring  the  House  they  Shot  Dnnn  and  Tooke  one 
Capt"  Solomon's  a  Prisner,  there  was  tour  weemen  and  an  number 
of  Children  in  the  House,  they  plundered  the  House  of  every  thing 
that  was  Vallibel. 

*  See  Col.  Rcc,  Vol.  XU.,  p.  690. 
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But  what  is  sarpriBing  they  west  off  with  Capti*  Soloing  aod 
there  plunder  leving  behind  the  ween^n  and  Obiidren,  this  hapned 
laat  in  the  eveningi  the  next  day  they  were  persued  but  not  oome 
up  with. 

Capt"  Robinson  has  got  forty  men  enlisted  for  the  war,  bnt  many 
of  them  are  so  naked  for  want  of  all  Kinds  of  Clothing  that  they 
can  not  do  Duty,  they  have  not  a  Blanket  among  them  all,  I  know 
it  is  not  in  the  power  of  Council  to  profide  for  them  at  present  but 
I  hope  they  will  as  soon  as  posable.  There  is  no  appeerance  of 
Cumberlaod  Militia  Comiog  to  this  Couoty  as  yet,  on  my  Coming 
to  this  County,  I  sent  off  to  heasen  there  march.  I  most  sincerly 
Wished  for  our  Assembly  to  have  been  with  me  in  my  disagreeable 
Visit  along  the  much  disstressed  Frunteers,  I  have  not  Languge  to 
•ipress  there  distresses  and  therefore  will  not  atemt  it. 
I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

with  the  greatest  Esteeem 

your  Excellency's  moat  Humble  serrant, 
J  AS.  POTl^ER. 

P.  S.    Please  to  present  my  Gamplements  to  the  Council. 
Directed, 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed^  Esquire^  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 


GsN.  Washington  to  President  of  Congress,  1781. 

(Copy.) 
Head  qrs.  New  Windsor,  12"^  April,  1781. 
Sir, 

.  1  have  been  honored  with  your  Ezcy's  letter  of  the  7'^  inclosing 
the  copy  of  a  piece  of  intelligence  communicated  by  Gen*  Forman. 
I  have  yet  heard  nothing  of  the  kind  from  New  York,  bnt  still  I 
oannot  undertake  to  contradict  it  altogether.  I  do  not  however 
think  it  probable  that  a  detachment,  so  large  as  one  ought  to  be  to 
merit  the  attenUon  of  Sir  Henry  Clinton  himself,  can  be  spared 
from  New  York  without  endangering  that  post  Though  indeed 
from  our  present  strength  and  our  prospects  of  encreaaing  it,  a  very 
feeble  garrison  would  suffice  to  maintain  it:  For  it  may  not  be 
improper  to  observe  in  this  place  that  the  embarrassments  with 
which  we  are  surrounded  for  want  of  money  beggar  all  description. 
I  very  much  fear  that  I  shall  not  be  able  to  get  as  much  provision 
drawn  from  the  magazines  of  the  several  States  to  the  different  posts 
as  will  keep  the  men  from  starving  or  disbanding,  altbo'  I  have 
made  applications  to  the  Eiecutive  powers,  have  addressed  the 
people  thro'  their  Magistrates,  and  have  taken  every  measure  that 
oould  be  divised  to  strengthen  the  hands  of  the  quarter  master. 
The  enemy  while  they  have  a  superior  fleet  mi^  take  post  at  a 
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▼ftrietj  of  plaoes  on  the  IMawmre  ind  nsintoin  thtfamelfes  m  it 
while  Ihal  Boperiority  oontiniaefly  b«t  if  a  tolerable  share  of  labor  and 
paint  M  beiioved  upoo  the  works  of  Mud  Island  ezperienee  has 
shewn  that  nothing  but  s  very  large  force  determined  upon  a  serioos 
operation  can  ufhot  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  This  I  think  mfy  be 
impressed  npon  the  exeoutive  of  the  State  with  great  propriety  at 
this  time. 

Should  a  small  post  be  established  for  the  purpose  of  obstructing 
oommeree  and  drawing  in  the  supplies  of  the  country,  a  body  of 
militia  from  the  adjacent  parts  of  PensylTavia,  Delaware,  Maryland 
and  Jersey  which  are  all  interested  in  proTenting  the  enemy  from 
extending  themselves  must  be  called  in — ^your  Ezoellency  will  be 
pleased  to  observe  that  I  advise  this  measure  of  neoessity  not  of 
choice,  I  look  upon  ealliog  out  militia  detrimental  in  every  pmnt  of 
vieWj  but  they  are  the  only  substitutes  for  a  regular  fbrooi 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

wiih  the  most  perfaet  respect 

your  Excy's  obed*  &  hble  Scrv*, 

G-  WASHINGTON. 
Directedy 

His  Exoellenqy  The  Prerident  of  Congress. 


Col.  Ephraim  Blainb  to  Paes.  Rbbd,  1781. 

Philadelphia;  12«^  ApS  1781. 
Sir, 

I  have  had  the  perusal  of  a  letter  from  your  Excellency  in  Council 
to  the  Honorable  Board  of  War,  and  must  confess  I  was  astonished 
at  the  expressions  made  use  of  against  me— they  are  ungenerous  and 
I  do  not  deserve  them  from  the  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 
You  may  look  upon  the  information  of  asMstant  Commissaries  of 
Porohases  in  what  light  you  think  proper,  but  those  of  my  acquaint* 
ance  and  appointment  are.Gentlemen  of  probity,  Character  and  repu^ 
lation,  and  I  presume  if  your  Excellency  compare  them  with  the 
diffiBrent  ohanoters  of  men  in  general  you  will  find  them  such  as  I 
represeut  My  Information  to  the  Commander  in  chief  has  ever 
been  Impartial  and  founded  upon  Just  representations,  and  I  shM 
make  it  appear  from  your  snperiatendants  returns  and  the  report  of 
Mr.  Haaelwood,  your  aaent,  that  I  have  facts  to  support  eveiy  infer' 
mation  given  had  they  been  three  fold. 

Whoa  the  Magasines  are  nearly  exhausted,  and  it  is  evident  no 
state  have  oempl/d  with  the  order  of  Congress,  and  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania  which  was  our  prineaple  dependanoe  for  bread  nolo* 
xioosly  deficient,  thousand  depending  upon  me  for  their  daily  sup 

Sort,  my  vepresentatioas  to  the  General  became  necessary  and  an 
neumbent  dvtji  and  your  Knowledge  of  Military  OperatioBS  if 
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imparUal  must  UDdoabtedly  determine  in  my  favour — ^howeTer  I  have 
made  them  and  am  Cohboioub  of  the  Juetioe  of  uy  aaserUoBs,  and 
those  and  every  other  whieh  I  have  made  shall  support. 
I  remain  with  all  due  respect, 
yonr  Ezoellenoy's  most 

Obed'  Hbble.  ServS 

£FH.  BLAINE,  G.  G.  P. 

Publia 

To  his  Ezoelleney  Joeeph  Reed,  Esq',  PMsdent  ef  the  State 
of  P^nnsylv*,  Present. 


This  will  certify  that  on  or  about  the  16th  Day  of  Haroh  last  I 
leoeived  Orders  from  William  Moore,  Esq',  Vice  I^esident  in  Ooun- 
oil,  to  inform  Mr.  Gustavns  Risburg  that  it  would  be  some  time 
before  we  should  be  able  to  make  any  parohases  to  bo  sent  forward, 
and  that  all  we  could  do^would  be  to  sapplie  this  post  for  some  time, 
jaiid  that  the  money  now'  in  the  Treasury  would  be  sent  to  the  diff^ 
Oountys  to  make  proviflums  for  a  number  of  Prisoners  daily  expected 
mto  this  State,  and  to  supply  the  diffeient  posts  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Line  &  that  I  did  acquaint  Mr.  Gustavus  Risburg  and  Mr.  George 
Morton  and  also  to  Is^  Morris  on  his  Application  of  the  same. 

JOHN  HAZELWOOD. 

April  11th,  1781. 

(A  Coppy.) 


BB80LUTION  07  CONaRBSS,  1781. 

By  the  United  States  In  Congress  assembled. 

April  18th,  1781. 
Resolved, 

That  the  Commander  in  Chief  transmit  to  the  Ezeontives  of  the 
several  States  Lists  of  the  Names  of  all  the  new  Levies  belonging 
to  each  State  respectively,  specifying  their  Times  of  Service,  and 
the  sums  due  to  them,  such  Lists  to  be  signed  by  the  paymasters  of 
the  Reffiments  in  which  the  said  new  Levies  have  ^served,  counter- 
signed by  the  commsQdiDg  Officer  and  approved  of  by  the  Brigadier 
or  commanding  Officer  of  the  Brigade  or  Corps.  And  that  it  be 
aAd  hereby  is  recommended  to  the  said  States  to  eause  payment  to 
be  made  to  the  said  new  Levies  agreeably  to  sueh  Lists  on  aocount 
of  the  United  States. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSOK,€i^'i. 
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GsNL.  Anthont  Watkb  to  Pass.  Bbed,  1781. 

Pba%  IS**  April,  1781. 
Sir, 

Inclosed  is  an  extract  from  a  letter  of  his  Ezcelly.  Otoul,  Wash- 
ington to  me,'*'  bj  which  you'l  sed  his  anxiety  and  wishes  for  mj 
advance  towards  the  soathward  with  as  many  of  the  Ponns'a  line  as 
possible  without  one  moments  delay. — Every  Impediment  is  now 
removed  except  money  sufficient  for  the  gratuity,  bounty,  three 
months  pay  &  the  proportion  of  the  Depreciation  to  the  troops  of 
this  Line  as  directed  by  an  Act  of  Assembly  passed  daring  their. 
late  session,  for  which  &  other  purposes  bills  of  Credit  to  a  Consider- 
able amount  will  be  ready  for  emission  by  Wednesday,  &  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  appointed  for  the  superintending  this  business 
assare  me  that  a  sum  adequate  to  the  payment  of  the  Detachment, 
(oi  which  the  Inclosed  is  a  return,)  will  be  struck  &  signed  by  this 
oay  week. 

I  beg  leave  to  suggest  the  expediency  of  paying  the  Artillery, 
Second,  third,  fifth  &  Sixth  Reg**  first  in  rotation  in  order  to  expe- 
dite the  advance  of  the  whole  to  York)  town, — ^the  Artillery  ft 
Second  to  be  paid  on  Wednesday  &  Thursday,  the  third  &  fifth  on 
Friday  &  Saturday,  &e*,  &  to  March  Immediately  to  the  General 
rendesvous  at  York. 

As  Certificates  are  given  for  the  balance  of  Aoo**  it  will  take  bat 
little  time  to  adjust  the  proportion  of  pay,  &c*,  which  for  the  present, 
&  until  the  treasury  is  better  supplied,  need  only  extend  to  the 
Officers  &  Soldiers  ordered  from  each  corps  as  ^  Return,  except  an 
allowance  of  120  more  privates,  i.  e.,  20  to  each  Regiment  which 
by  this  time  have  Certainly  joined  in  addition  to  those  mentioned 
in  the  return. 

I  may  assure  your  Excelly.  &  Council  in  Confidence  that  if  I  am 
enabled  to  take  up  my  line  of  March  from  York  toum  with  the 
whole^Detachment  by  Monday  or  Tuesday  week,  we  have  the  fairest 

S respect  in  Conjunction  with  the  troops  under  the  Marquis  De  U 
'ayette  to  give  a  happy  turn  to  affairs  by  the  Interception  of  Gen' 
Phillips,  pressing  for  a  junction  with  Lord  Comwallis. 
Interim  I  have  the  honor 

to  be  your  Excellenc/s 

most  Ob*  &  very  Horn*  Sei*, 
ANT'Y  WAYNB. 

.    N.  6.  The  return  of  th^  Detachment  of  Artillery  will  be  sent  to 
Council  this  evening. 
Directed^ 
His  Excell'y  Jos.  Reed,  Esq',  Pres^  of  Council. 

»  JBeepage66. 
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Pbbs.  Bbed  to  Majob  Edwabds  of  Pbnn'a  Lihe  1781. 

Sit, 

The  inclosed  note  bas  l>een  several  times  presented  to  the  Council 
by  whose  desire  I  now  acquaint  you  that  Commissioners  are  appointed 
in  the  several  Counties  to  pay  the  Men  the  bounties  &c.  directed 
that  Col.  Nicola  of  this  city  has  the  same  Powers  here,  &  that  it  s 
the  desire  of  Council  that  the  mode  of  recruiting  directed  by  them  & 
approved  by  the  Commander  in  chief  be  observed^  as  the  best  secu- 
rity against  future  complaints.  That  partial  issues  froifl  the  State 
store  are  totally  prohiluted  agreeable  to  a  general  request  of  the 
principal  officer  of  the  line  some  time  ago,  &  that  when  any  general 
issues  are  made  it  is  done  by  an  order  in  Council  only.  The  giving 
such  orders  as  the  inclosed  therefore  only  tends  to  interrupt  the  other 
Business  of  the  Council  &  give  them  unnecessary  trouble. 
^  I  am  Sir^ 

Your  obed.  Hbble  Set. 

J.B. 

Indortedj 

April  14th,  1781.    To  Major  Edwards  of  the  P*  Line. 


(Copy.) 
Gen.  Washington  to  Congebss,  1781. 

Head  Quarters  New  Windsor,  April  14th,  1781. 
Kr, 

By  advices  just  received  from  Colonel  Brodhead  dated  at  Fort  Pitt 
the  lOth,  I  am  informed,  there  are  strong  indications  from  several 
Quarters  that  hostilities  will  be  committed  pretty  extensively  on  the 
frontiers  by  the  savages  at  the  opening  of  the  oampaign — that  the 
troops  under  his  command  are  very  much  distressed  for  want  of 

S revisions,  that  they  have  been  at  half  allowance  of  meat  ever  since 
^e  26*^  Dec  and  frequently  both  before  and  since  without  any  for 
feveral  days  successively — ^and  that  should  the  Indians  be  as  active 
and  enterprising  as  is  expected  the  post  oould  not  be  maintained 
without  magazines  of  salted  provisions. 

In  pointing  out  the  places  of  deposit  for  th"e  supplies  of  the  several 
States,  I  directed  2,400  barrels  of  flour  1,000  barrels  of  salt  meat  or 
gait  equivalent  to  put  up  that  quantity  on  the  spot  and  7,000  gallons 
of  spirit  to  be  deposited  by  the  state  of  Pensylvania  at  Fort  Pitt. 
If  no  measures  have  been  taken  to  carry  this  requisition  into  execu- 
tion I  must  entreat  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  subject  that  the 
state  may  be  urged  to  immediate  compliance  and  that  effectual  meana 


76  PSNN8TL7ANU  ABCHIYBS  178L 

may  be  adopted  iorelieye  the  present  distresses  and  avert  the  oalami- 
tiea  If  bioh  will  be  otherwise  iDevitable. 

With  the  Highest  respect  &c. 

G.  WASHINGTON. 
DireeUdy 
His  Sxeellencj  S.  Hontiiigton. 


Oironlar^ 
PlUBS.  OF  CONGBBSS  10   PfiES.  BeBD,  1781. 

Philadelphia,  April  15;  1781. 
Sir, 

Year  Excellency  will  receive  enclosed  a  resolve  of  Congress  of  tb^ 
18th  Instant,'*'  directing  the  Commander  in  Chief  to  transmit  to  the 
Executives  of  the  several  States,  Ibts  of  the  naines  of  all  the  new 
levies  belonging  to  each  State  respectively,  authenticated  in  the 
manner  specified  in  the  resolve ;  and  recommending  it  to  the  said 
States  to  cause  Payment  to  be  made  to  the  said  new  Levies  agreeable 
to  such  Lists,  on  Account  of  the  United  States. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  the  highest  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient 
humble  Servant. 
SAM.  HUNTINGTON,  Presi*. 
Dxreciedf 
His  Excellency,  President  Reed. 


Thomas  Nbyill  to  Pbes.  Bbbd— State  House  Steeple, 

1781. 

Philadelphia,  April  16th;  1781. 
May  it  please  the  Honourable  the  President  and  UounciL 

Since  your  Hon'"  requested  me  to  make  some  calculation  for  the 
necessaries  wanting,  to  pull  down  the  woodwork  of  the  stepfo  If 
lower  the  walb  thereof  but  having  been  laid  up  with  the  Plenrese^ 
was  not  able  to  waite  on  your  uon~  for  that  purpose,  but  heSini 
somewhat  recovered  have  thought  proper  to  make  the  foHowlBg 
remarks  on  that  Business^  and  leave  them  for  your  Hon"*  ciDnnden? 
tion,  vis. 

1st.  The  form  of  the  roof  should  be  concluded  on  (which  I  suppose 
would  be  nothing  more  than  a  pediment  pitch  roof  &  6  of  the  cHA 
urns  by  way  of  decoration.) 

2d.  Most  of  the  Inclosed  catalogue  of  materials  should  be  pcoyided^ 

*  See  psge  78. 
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'  8d.  All  that  heari  Fnim  whereon  tiM  Bell  naed  to  hang  ahoald 
oome  down  without  delay  which  slight  be  done  without  any  mate- 
;rial6  ezoept  a  Takle  &  fall,  &o.  And  would  instantly  relieve  the 
other  parts  of  the  staple  of  a  yery  nnHeoessary  &  g^cat  weight. 

4th.  The  principal  leake  that  most  effeota  the  State  house  may  be 
immediately  gone  about,  as  the  chief  thing  wanting^  for  that  k 
•ahiogles  k  may  be  done  without  scaffolding.  ^ 

I  would  farther  remark  to  your  Uon»  that  the  wood-work  of  the 
steple  may  be  pulled  down  without  much  ezpeoce  of  scaffolding,  yet 
no  part  of  tho  projeetions  &e.  oan  be  repaired;  or  the  Roof  put  on 
without  a  scaffold  from  the  Oround,  and  if  your  Hon*''  approve  of  it 
I  bhali  request  a  Friend  of  mine  who  is  going  to  the  Jerseys  to  mor- 
row (and  is  well  versed  in  those  matters)  to  procare  the  catalogue  of 
Poles  on  the  most  reasonable  terms  he  can.  And  I  flatter  myself 
that  if  the  Poles  are  good  &  straite  they  may  be  dispoeed  of  when 
*done'with,  for  near  if  not  quite  the  first  cost,  as  there  will  be  very 
little  waste  of  those  articles,  and  searoe  any  abuse  of  them  necessary. 

I  waite  t)xe  direction  of  the  Uonourable  board. 

And  subscribe  my  self  your  most  obedient 
Humble  servant 

THOS.  NEVELL.* 


Rbsolutions  of  OoisroRBSS,  1781. 

By  the  United  States,  in  Congress  Assembled,  at  Philada.,  April 
16,  1781. 

Resoloedy  That  in  settling  the  Accounts  of  Officers  rctnm'd  from 
Captivity,  the  Auditors  consider  their  Pay  to  the  first  of  August 
'last,  in  Dills  of  the  old  emissions,  agreeable  to  the  usual  mode  of 
'.paying  the  Army  ;  and  from  the  said  first  day  of  August  till  such 
officers  returned  from  Captivity  or  rejoin'd  their  Corps,  in  Bills  of 
the  new  Emissions,  issued  agreeable  to  the  Resolution  of  the  18th 
March,  lYSO. 

That  subsistance  Money  be  allowed  to  the  said  Officers,  at  the 
'Bate  of  one  sixth  of  a  Dollar  per  Ration,  Tin  specie)  and  &at  the 
Monies  paid  to  them  by  the  Commissary  of  Prisoners,  pursuant  to 
.  former  Resolutions,  be  charged  as  so  much  advanced. 

Radved,  That  the  States  who  have  not  considered   their  said 
Officers  in  Captivity,  in  settling  the  Depreciation  Accounts  of  their 
Lines  of  the  Army  receive  and  adjust  their  Demands  for  Deprecia- 
'tion,ln  the  same  manner  as  tho'  they  had  not  been  in  Captivity. 

Resoloed,  That  the  Demands  of  O.loera  retiring  from  Service,  in 
-pursuance  of  the  last  reform  from  the  Army,  and  who  were  not 
attached  to  the  Line  of  any  particular  State,  whether  for  Pay,  Sub- 

*  See  pages  46,  52. 
4* 


78  PENNSYLYANIA  ABCHIVES   178L 

riituioe,  Fortge  or  Depreciation,  bendjvfied  by  the  Aoditor  of  ilie 
Armji  in  eome  of  the  bepartments  or  Distrioie.  That  the  Bakaoes 
respeotively  doe  be  Certified  in  Speeie  Valae,  and  Bvplieatee  be 
transmitted  to  the  Boaid  of  Treaanr^ .  That  in  settling  the  Bepre- 
eiation  Aoooanta  the  RceolutionB  of  Gongrees  of  the  28th  June  hat, 
be  oonsidered  as  the  aoale. 

Eeiolved,  That  all  Warrants  Issued  by  the  Board  of  War  in  favour 
of  Officers  returned  from  Captivity,  for  Spedei  contrary  to  the  Tenor 
of  these  Resolutions,  be  Re<»dled. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

GEO.  BOND,  Dep,  Sec'y- 


Thomas  Jbffsbson,  Governor  of  Yirquoa,  to  Pebs. 
Be£d,  1781. 

In  Council,  April  17th,  1781. 
Sir, 

I  have  been  honoured  with  your  Excellency's  Letter,  proposing 
the  actual  extension  of  our  mutual  Boundary.  I  presume,  therefore, 
that  the  Propositions  contained  in  the  Resolutions  of  our  Assembly 
of  July  4,  1780,  which  I  had  the  Honour  to  communicate  to  your 
Excellency,  have  been  approved  by  your  State,  and  that  the  Bound- 
aries are  to  be  run  on  the  Principles  therein  proposed.  No  mode  of 
determining  the  Extent  of  the  five  degrees  of  Longitude  from  Dela- 
ware River,  in  the  Latitude  of  Mason's  and  Dixon's  Line  having 
been  pointed  out  by  your  Excellency,  I  shall  venture  to  pnqpose 
that  this  be  determined  by  Astronomical  Observations,  to  be  made 
at  or  near  the  two  extremities  of  the  Line,  as  being,  in  our  Opinion, 
the  most  certain  &  unexceptionable  mode  of  determining  that  Pcunl^ 
which  being  fixed,  every  Thing  else  will  be  easy. 

Should  this  mode  be  approved  by  your  Excellency,  we  have 
appointed  the  Rev.  James  Madison;  as  a  Commissioner  on  our 
Part  to  ekecute  the  Work  in  the  Western  Quarter,  and  the  Rev. 
Robert  Andrews  to  perform  the  Office  at  the  Eastern  end,  in  Con- 
junction with  the  Gentlemen  whom  you  have  been  pleased  to  appoint 
or  any  others  on  your  Part.  To  those  before  named  we  shidi  add 
.  an  Associate  each,  that  the  work  may  not  be  retarded  or  frnstimted 
by  the  sickness  of  one.  We  will  send  to  the  Westward  the  moat 
necessary  Instruments,  which  we  suppose  to  be  a  good  Time  Piece, 
Telescopes  and  a  Quadrant,  and  hope  it  will  be  convenient  for  you 
to  furnish  what  may  be  necessary  at  the  Eastern  end. 

Our  Commissioners  will  be  at  their  Respective  Stations  at  aiqf 
Time  which  your  Excellency  shall  think  proper  to  appoint,  allowing 
it  to  be  a  month  after  I  shall  have  received  your  Pleasure  on  that 
Head. 
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'  I  will  observa  to  y<mr  Exeellenoy  that  the  ResolotioiiB  of  our 
Assembly,  after  laying  down  the  Priociples  on  which  the  Bonndaries 
were  to  be  extended,  gave  tM.  Powers  to  the^  Executive  as  to  Time^ 
Manner  and  all  other  Girounutanoes,  so  that  there  will  be  no  Neoee- 
•ity  of  awaiting  their  meeting  to  lay  before  them  the  Resolutions  of 
your  Gonnoily  as  desired  in  your  Letter  of  February  26th. 
.  I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

With  the  highest  Hespect, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient 
&  most  H'ble  Seryt.| 

THO.  JEFFERSON.* 
Dxreciedf 

His  Exoellenoyi  Joseph  Reed|  Esq.^  Philadelphia. 


A.  LocHRT  TO  Fres.  Reed,  1781. 

Westmoreland  County,  April  17th,  1781. 
May  it  please  your  Excellency. 

I  have  the  honor  (by  the  opportunity  of  Col.  Proctor)  to  send 
my  accounts  of  Lieutenant  of  this  County  to  the  20th.  Uito.  I  have 
likewise  transmitted  the  accounts  of  Col.  Hays  and  Col.  Camp- 
bell ;  I  have  called  on  Colonels  Cook  &  Perry  for  their  accounts 
whioh  they  have  omitted  to  render. 

I  am  doubtfull  my  aeeounts  are  not  in  as  good  order  as  they  ought 
to  be,  but  I  am  in  hopes  our  unhappy  and  distressed  situation  will 
in  some  measure  appologise  fbr  their  Irr^larity. 

The  Savages  have  begun  their  hostilities,  since  I  came  from 
Philadelphia  they  have  struck  us  in  four  different  places^ have 
taken  and  killed  thirteen  persons  with  a  number  of  horses  and  other 
Effects  of  the  Inhabitants ;  two  of  the  unhappy  people  were  killed 
one  mile  from  Hannastown. 

Our  Country  is  worse  depopulated  than  ever  it  has  been.  I  have 
got  a  few  militia  to  support  the  Frontiers,  but  am  doubtfull  I  can- 
not keep  them  long  on  duty  for  want  of  Proyisions;  our  situation 
at  present  seems  very  deplorable,  and  if  the  ravages  were  acquainted 
with  our  Weakness,  they  may  very  easily  drive  the  people  over  the 
.  Yohogania. 

There  is  no  amunition  in  the  Country  but  what  is  public  prop- 

.erty ;  when  the  Hostilities  oommenced,  the  people  came  to  me  from 

'  all  Quartors  for  amunition,  and  assured  me  that  if  I  did  not  supply 

them  out  of  the  publio  magazine,  they  would  not  attompt  to  stand. 

.  Under  these  Circuoistanoes  I  gave  out  a  lar^e  Quantity,  and  would 

..be  glad  to  have  your  Exoellencie^  approbation^  as  I  am  certain  this 

«6«e  CoL  Reai»  Vol.  XH.,  p.  TOl-^AJso  AvoMves,  YeL  TIIL^  ^,^%^%a. 
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OouDty  would  haye  beeD  eTaooated  bad  I  not  have  wvpfiM  them 
with  that  neoesnry  article. 

I  have  built  a  magaiine  for  the  state  stores,  (in  the  fomi  «f  a 
Block  house)  that  wUl  be  defended  with  a  very  few  men.  I  have 
never  kept  men  to  guard  it  as  yet,  and  will  be  happy  to  have  your 
Ezcellencys  Orders  to  keep  a  Seijeants  Guard  at  our  small  maga^ 
zine,  the  Consequence  of  moving  to  the  interior  parts  of  the  Country 
would  discourage  those  people  on  the  Frontiers  who  have  so  long 
supported  it. 

PI  I  rest  these  matters  to  your  Ezcellencys  Consideration  and  Wiss- 
dom^  and  beg  leave  to  subscribe  myself. 

Your  JSzoellencys  most  obedient, 

and  very  humble  Servant, 

A.  LOCHBY. 

On  Public  Service. 
Directed 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed  Esq'  President  &o.,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

^  fftvr.  Cola  Proctor. 


P&ss.  Bbed  id  Gol*  Miles,  1781. 

Sir, 

From  the  advice  received  of  the  Embailcation  which  has  taken 
Place  at  New  York,  the  Council  have  concluded  to  send  Capt  Roach 
to  Cape  May  for  Intelligenoe,  if  you  eould  order  him  a  Horse  for 
this  service  it  would  oblige  the  Council,  k  be  of  publick  Benefit. 
I  am  Sv, 
Your  obed.  Hbble.  Servt. 
Indorscdf 

April  17  1781. 


Prbs.  Reed  to  Henry  Christ,  1781. 

Sir, 

We  have  pent  by  Col.  Butler  £2000  State  mone^,  f or  the  Putpoea 
of  paying  off  the  remaining  Bounties,  &  Gratuities,  which  wt)  re- 
quest you  to  do  with  such  clearness  as  to  prevent  future  Difficulties, 
A  guard  the  publiok  from  undue  Payment,  which  in  such  Cases  can- 
not be  rectified.  These  Men  consist  of  two  Classes,  first  The 
retained  Men  at  Trenton  who  are  intitled  to  £9  each — the  Men  en- 
listed here  or  afterwiards  in  the  Country  iriio  are  entitled  to  the 
.Mmainder  tf  Iheir  Bounty^  via.  £i,  or  £S,  aecerding  as  ihcgr  Jud 
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Noeived  before.  You  will  therefore  be  very  particolar  io  jowt  Pay'- 
aieatoeo  as  to  guard  againet  mifitake  or  abiue,  &  let  all  the  Receipts 
be  dvplioated  bd  that  in  Case  of  aecident  there  may  be  no  Complaint. 
You  will  alao  wait  on  the  Oommiaeioners  of  Taxes,  &  inform  them 
that  we  never  were  in  suoh  Diatreas  for  money,  &  .  that  it  is  indis- 
pensably necessary  that  they  call  on  the  Collector  immediately  ie 
pay  in  the  remaining  Ballance  whioh  is  very  great.  Your  Qaota  of 
the  Monthly  Taxes  was  £^12,981,  10,  8,  which  should  have 
been  paid  December  was  a  year  but  of  which  only  69,004|  12,  4,  is 
paid,  leaving  a  ballance  of  £543,976  18,  4,  exeept  the  small  sum 
of  H00,000  old  Cent  Dollars  paid  the  other  Day  by  Mr.  Levaii. 
By  Examination  of  the  Books  of  the  "Auditors  atTrentoUi  we  find 
M^ere  were  retained  of  the  5  &  9,  Reg.  now  incorporated  into  onci  195. 
Men,  viz.  of  the  5,  84,  &  of  the  9|  111.  There  may  be  some  who 
were  not  at  Trenton,  but  the  Case  of  these  you  will  particularly 
enquire  into.  If  any  Difficulty  arises  we  can  send  you  the  Names  of 
them  retained  at  Trenton.  The  Inlistments  taken  oere  we  sent  you 
before,  those  taken  at  Reading  you  must  be  well  acquainted  with. 

You  will  send  us  an  acct.  of  your  Proceedings  as  soon  as  possible, 
k  retain  any  Surplus  money  you  may  have  till  farther  order. 

I  am  &o.f 
/  Henry  Christ  Esq. 
Indorsed, 

AprH  18|  1781. 


pREs.  Beed  to  President  of  Congress,  1781. 

Sir, 

In  answer  to  your  Excel!'  Favour  of  this  morning  inclosing  Oen 
Washington's  Letter  respecting  Fort  Pitt.*  I  beg  Leave  to  inform 
you  that  proper  Measeres  were  taken  last  Fall  to  have  meat  salted 
at  Fort  Pitt,  Cattle  were  purchased  in  the  adjoining  Counties  of 
Virginia  k  Salt  sent  up  to  Fort  Pitt,  but  some  obstruction  arose  to 
the  Cattle  going  out  of  Virginia  which  was  not  got  over  till  this 
'Springy  when  28  Head  were  sent,  but  in  a  different  Condition  than 
they  would  have  been.  Perhaps  Cd.  Broadhead  made  a  Represents* 
iion  to  us  about  the  same  Time  &  of  the- same  Nature  as  that  to  the 
€kn'  upon  whioh  every  Step  in  our  Power  has  been  taken  &  we  hope 
by  this  Time  M'  Dancan's  Exertions  ft  the  Money  with  whioh  we  sup- 
plied him  have  relieved  not  only  the  Wants  but  the  apprehensions 
of  the  Garrison.  As  to  Flour  k  Spirifts  there  ne?er  has  been  any 
•Want;  in  this  Respect  Col.  Broadhead's  Representation  is  too 
unqualified.  I  must  also  beg  Leave  to  remark  to  your  Ezcell'^  that 
uoiiil  the  last  Requisition  of  Congress  Beef  was  not  comprised  in 
the  Articles  required  from  this  state,  Our  whole  Exertions  therefore 
was  made  on  the  other  Articles  k  when  we  inform  your  Excell^  that 
*  See  page,  75. 
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in  the  Coane  of  a  few  months  £6054  14  1  State  Monej,  when  the 
Parchases  oonld  be  made  with  it  nearly  on  a  Par  with  Gold  ft  silver 
was  sent  to  fbmish  the  supplies  of  the  Oarrison  ft  £1000  lately,  we 
presume  it  will  appear  that  this  important  Post  has  not  been 
neglected.  Whether  these  supplies  have  been  furnished  or  applied 
with  due  (Economy  ft  Care  we  cannot  determine,  but  the  Counoil 
have  thought  it  proper  to  send  the  inclosed  Letter  on  this  Subject 
for  the  Information  of  Congress.  The  Writer  is  Auditor  of  the 
pnbliok  accounts  ft  deemed  a  Man  of  Character  ft  Intelligence ;  we 
are  sorry  to  add  that  the  Information  of  the  Inhabitants  of  that  Part 
of  the  Country  oorrespond  in  some  Degree  with  several  partioulan 
in  the  Letter. 

Tour  Excellency  will  be  so  good  as  to  return  the  Letter  when 
you  have  made  such  Use  of  it  as  you  shall  think  proper. 

Indorsed^ 

April  18th,  1781. 


Prbs.  Reed  to  Gov.  Livingston  op  New  Jbrbby,  1781. 

Philad.,  April  18,  1781. 
Sir, 

I  am  to  tioknowledge  your  Favour  of  the  11^  Inst.*  received  on 
Sunday  last.  If  the  many  Instances  of  Cruelty  ft  Baseness  which 
our  Enemies  have  manifested  during  the  War  did  not  justify  the 
Suspicion,  it  would  be  difficult  to  believe  that  in  these  eolightned 
Times  there  could  be  found  Men  capable  of  viewing  the  horrid  ft 
detestable  Practices  of  Assassination  which  disgraced  the  most 
barbarous  Times,  But  perhaps  the  End  is  deem'  sufficient  to  sanctify 
the  Means.  I  can  have  no  Doubt  but  from  Oen'  Washington's 
great  Importance  to  our  Cause  your  Ezcelly's  firm  ft  inflexible 
Perseverance  ft  constant  discouragement  of  the  disaffected  &  their 
-adherents  ft  Gov.  Clinton's  activity  ft  Zeal,  it  would  be  highly 

Sateful  to  the  Enemy  ft  especially  to  the  Refugee  Part  of  them  to 
re  such  Personages  removed.  As  to  myself,  the  little  Time  I  am 
■  to  continue  in  office  with  our  own  Parties  which  sufficiently  weaken 
Qs  ft  the  Distance  of  Plaoo  make  my  Exertions  of  so  little  Conae- 
quence  that  I  heartily  wish  you  had  as  little  to  apprehend  from 
tneir  Machinations  as  I  have.  Wishing  your  Exoell'^  very  sincerely. 
Health  ft  a  happy  Escape  from  their  insidious  Designs.    I  remain 

Sir,  your  obed.  ft  very  Hbble  Serv. 
*  Not  found. 
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Gen.  Wm.  Ibvinb  to  Pkes.  Rebb,  1781. 

Sir, 

'  I  reeeiyed  your  Ezoellenoy's  fiiTonr  of  the  11<^  instant  I  sent 
%e  paper  to  the  Gommisrionera,  and  have  pressed  them  to  be  expe- 
ditious in  oolleoting  the  fines  from  the  delinquent  Classes,  but  should 
the  Troops  march  as  soon  as  expected  I  fear  a  suffioienoj  will  not 
1m  got  in  time  nor  is  there  a  shilling  to  purchase  Beef  for  the 
9ro^,  I  haye  sent  out  this  morning  to  purohase  some  on  my  own 
Credit  and  haye  promised  if  any  is  got  to  see  it  paid  for.  The 
people  will  not  trust  the  Commissioner  an  ounce. 

1  am  extremely  sorry  to  giye  you  so  much  trouble  being  well 
eonyinced  of  the  manner  you  must  be  harrassed  with  such  a  variety 
of  business,  and  complaints,  but  think  it  not  only  necessary,  but 
my  duty  also  in  some  degree  to  acquaint  you  as  far  as  possible  how 
-MAn  are  situated  particularly  relatins  to  the  Troops. 

I  am  informed  by  an  officer  from  York  Town  that  the  Regiment 
there  haye  received  their  gratuity.  M'  Smith  will  doubtless  inform 
jour  Excelleney  how  the  people  of  Westmoreland  are  drove  &  dis- 
tressed by  the  Indians. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 
with  great  Respect  Sir, 

your  Excellency's 

moat  obedient 

Humble  Servant, 

WM.  IRVINE. 
Carlisle,  April.  IS"^.  1781. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire. 


President  op  Cohobess  to  Pbes.  Reed,  1781. 

Philadelphia,  April  18»  1781. 
Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  Congress  to  Transmit  your  Excellency  the 
'  indos'd  Copy  of  m  letter  from  the  Commander  in  Chief. 
^  I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

with  esteem  &  Respect  your  humble 

SAM.  HUNTINGTON,  Presd*.* 
Dur^ted, 

His  Excelleney,  Flresident  Reed. 

*  See  pages  75  and  81. 
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Gen.  Washington  to  Prbs.  op  CoNaBiss,  1781, 

Head  Qaarters,  New  Windsor,  IS^^  April,  1781. 
Sir, 

Our  preaent  prospeota  of  Bupplies  ia  the  artiole  of  bread  are 
peottliarly  bad.  From  all  the  information  I  can  eolleot,  the  whole 
quantity  of  flour  we  shall  be  able  to  oommand  in  the  States  of  Jer- 
aejf  and  New  York  will  not  carry  us  beyond  the  beginning  of  the 
next  month.  These  States  having  been  for  some  time  past  the 
immediate  theatre  of  the  war,  are  so  full  of  certifioateSi  and  coeroioB 
.both  legislative  and  military  have  been  so  frequently  employed,  that 
the  people  have  not  only  lost  all  oonfldenoe  in  public  credit,  but  are 
extremely  impatient  under  any  exertions  of  authority  to  foroe  tfaeSr 

S'operty  from  them.     This  is  particularly  the  case  in  the  State  of 
ew  Yorkp  where  the  dissatisCsictions  have  lately  worn  a  aerioua  and 
.embarrassing  aspect. 

The  States  to  the  southward  of  Pensylvania,  except  Delawar«^ 
must  almost  wholly  apply  their  resources  to  the  support  of  the 
Southern  Army,  where  a  greater  force  on  our  part  is  and  must  be 
'collecting,  in  some  degree  to  keep  measure  with  the  foroe  the  enemj 
are  transferring  to  that  quarter. 

Under  these  circumstances,  it  is  on  Pensylvania  we  muf  t  chiefly 
depend  for  supplying  the  wants  of  this  Army  in  the  artiole  of 
bread. 

I  am  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  add,  that  according  to  the  Commis- 
sary's reports,  we  have  hitherto  received  only  a  small  proportion  of 
her  quota,  and  our  future  expectations  so  far  as  may  be  concluded 
from  the  provision  already  made,  are  but  slender.  I  pretend  not  to 
judge  of  the  ability  of  this  Stato  to  contribute  to  oar  support,  but 
of  this  I  am  certain,  that  unless  she  can  furnish  more  ample  sappliee 
hereafter  than  she  has  done  for  some  time  past,  the  subsistanoe  of 
this  Army  will  be  impracticable. 

I  thought  it  my  duty  to  make  this  representation  to  Congress,  that 
apprized  of  our  prospects,  they  may  take  such  steps  as  appear  to 
them  eligible  to  prevent  our  experiencing  the  distress  with  which  we 
are  threatened. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  highest  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  most  Obed*  Serv', 
(Copy)  GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 

P.  S.  I  have  since  writing  the  foregoing,  heard  of  between  eix 
and  seven  hundred  Barrels  of  Flour  more  being  upon  the  communi- 
cation between  this  and  Pensylvania.  That  will  be  equal  to  i^at 
15  days  supply.  G«  W'N. 

19«*.  I  inclose  the  Copy  of  a  letter  this  moment  rec*  from  Brig* 
General  Clinton,  which  as  far  as  it  relates  to  the  want  of  provinon, 
is  similar  to  what  I  daily  receive  firom  other  quartere.  If  any  acci- 
dent happens  to  Fort  Schuyleiy  it  will  prooeMi  from  want  of  provi- 
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Bion  not^  men.    For  aa  Oeneral  Clinton  remarks,  the  leviea  for 
Ihe  State  regiment  eannpt  be  drawn  together  for  want  of  subsistenoe. 
Oireded, — His  Excellency  The  President  of  Congress. 

Report  of  Committbk  to  GoNaBBS3  ojsr  Public 
Debt,  1781. 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled|  April  18th,  1781, 

The  Committee  appointed  to  estimate  and  state  the  amount  of  the 
debt  due  from  the  United  States  with  the  necessary  estimates  for 
the  current  year  as  near  as  can  be  done  in  order  that  the  same  may 
be  laid  before  the  respectiye  legislatures  report. 

**  That  they  have  attended  to  this  business,  but  from  the  un- 
settled condition  of  the  public  accounts,  they  oi^  only  give  a  general 
Tiew  of  the  public  debts. 

Bv  returns  made  to  the  board  of  treasury  up  to  16th 
Feb^,  1781,  it  appears  that  from  the  opening  of  ihe 
loan  oflSces  to  the  let  of  March,  1T78,  there  hat  been 
borrowed  the  sum  of  7,313,306  Doll.,  Int.  payable  in  a»>-  lat  B»mK 
bills  on  France. 

From  Ist  March,  177&  tol 
dates  of  last  returns,  53,245, 
138,  valued  by  the  table  of 
depredation. 

Amount  of  bills  of  ezchanj^ 
drawn  on  Com'rs  and  Minis- 
ters at  the  Court  of  France 
lor  payment  of  three  years 
interest, 

Do.  drawn  on  ministers  at 
that  and  other  courts  for  sup- 
plies, and  to  answer  preesinc 
emeigenoies  on  account  of 
deficiencies  in  the  public 
treasury. 

Supplies  by  them  purchased 
and  sent  over,  for  which  pay- 
ment has  not  yet  been  made, 
and  of  which  no  exact  returns 
have  yet  been  obtained,  to- 
gether with  the  expences  of 
Com'rs  and  Ministers  abroad, 
estimated  at, 


4,962,172, 


-     1,316,394, 


2il65,578, 


438,798}^ 
297,73011 


6,000,000—360,000 


1,518,038, 


Dedoct  fof  depreciation  on 
money  borrowed  between  let 
Sept.,  1777,  and  1st  March, 

1778, 

Fdndpal. 


18,275,478.       Ann.  Int.,  l,096,528f  | 
883,914, 


17,391,5(64. 


w 
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20,758,850, 


27,149,870, 


Btoaght  oyer, 

Dae  to  the  army  for  pay  & ' 
sabsiatanoe,  up  to  the  last  of 
Deer.,  1780, 

Due  to  the  ciyil  officers  of 
Goyernment, 

Besides  the  aboye  there  are' 
large  debt«  oontracted  by  the 
Qr.  Mr.  and  Com'y,  for  part 
of  which  they  hayo  settled 
with  the  persons  who  have 
furnished  supplies,  and  giyen 
ihem  certificates  bearing  in- 
terest; the  late  Qr.  Mr.  has 
returned  debts  settled, 

Unsettled,  excluding  those' 
oontracted  in  N.  Carolina,  S. 
Carolina  and  Georgia,  esti- 
mated  at. 

The  present  Qr.  Mr.  has 
not  made  returns,  but  as  it  is 
well  known  that  he  has  not 
been  supplied  with  money; 
whateyer  exertions  have  been 
made  or  supplies  furnished  in 
that  department,  must  have 
been  on  credit.  It  is  to  be 
presumed  that  the  debts  con- 
tracted by  him  up  to  the  let 
January,  1781,  amount  to, 

The  Com'y  of  purchases  1 
has  made  returns  of  debts  due  I 
in  his  department,  amounting  f 
to.  J 

To  this  is  to  be  added  what  ] 
yet  remains  of  the  old  cur-  V   160,000,000, 
rency  unredeemedT*  supposed,  j 


Ann.  Sot. 
17,391,564    l,096,6.i£ 

1,000,000, 


98,927, 


500,000, 


11,388,903, 


To  which  may  be  added  for' 
Navy  debts,  &  for  debts  due 
in  the  department  of  the 
Board  of  War  &  Com'y  Qen. 
of  Mil.  Stores  &  Clothier 
Gen., 


219,297,623, 


"10,702,377, 


230,000.000, 
at  75  for  1. 


To  which,  adding  the  new^ 

money  insued  in  lieu  of  the  I 

old  money  called  ilb&  can-  ( 

oeiled,  J 

Totalis, 


3,066,6661 
22,057,157. 

2,000,000, 


24,057,157. 
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The  difltress  of  the  army  for  want  of  proviaioDS,  and  their  Qneaaineaa 
&  diaaatiafaction  for  want  of  pay  have  been  so  great  and  ao  notoriouay 
and  the  olamoara  of  public  creditors  so  load  that  it  is  become  necea* 
sary  to  state  the  measures  which  Congress  have  pursued  &  the  steps 
they  have  taken  from  time  to  time  to  support  the  war,  to  provide 
for  public  exigencies,  and  to  guard  against  the  dangers  and  embafw 
rassments  with  which  we  are  now  threatened  for  want  of  timely  sup- 
plies of  money. 

It  cannot  be  forgotten  that  these  United  States  were  plunged  into 
a  war  and  that  an  army  was  drawn  together  before  any  money  was 
provided  or  funds  established  for  defraying  the  ezpences  thereof. 
Arms,  ammunition  &  implements  of  war  were  all  to  be  procured,  as 
well  aa  provisions,  subsistanoe  and  pay  for  the  troops  suddenly  called 
forth  to  oppose  an  enemy  already  in  the  heart  of  our  country,  &  in 
poaaession  of  one  of  our  capital  towns.  In  this  situation  of  affain 
Congress  met  in  May,  1775.  They  had  no  other  resource  from 
whence  to  derive  present  snppliea  but  that  of  emitting  bills  of  credit, 
redeemable  at  a  future  day.  This  waa  an  expedient  which  was  well 
known,  &  had  often  been  practised  to  good  effect  in  the  several 
colonies.  Accordingly,  on  the  22nd  of  June,  1775,  they  agreed  to 
emit  bills  of  credit  to  the  amount  of  two  millions,  &  on  the  25  July 
following  encreased  the  sum  to  3  millions  dollars,  for  the  redemption 
of  which  they  pledged  the  confederated  colonies,  and  directed  each 
colony  to  provide  ways  and  means  to  sink  its  proportion  or  quota, 
which  waa  then  ascertained  in  auch  manner  as  would  be  most  effeo* 
tual  and  best  adapted  to  the  condition,  circumstances  and  equal  mode 
of  levying  taxes  in  such  colony,  in  four  annual  payments,  the  first  to 
be  made  on  or  before  the  last  of  Nov.,  1779,  before  which  time  it 
was  hoped  the  contest  might  be  brought  to  a  conclusion. 

On  the  29th  of  November  following  an  estimate  having  been 
formed  of  the  public  expenses  already  arisen  and  which  might  accrue 
in  the  defence  of  America  to  the  10th  of  June,  1776,  Congress 
resolved  to  emit  a  further  sum  of  three  millions  of  dollars,  to  be 
redeemed  aa  the  former,  by  four  annual  payments,  the  first  to  be 
made  on  or  before  the  laat  day  of  Nov.,  1783.  It  was  at  the  same 
time  resolved  that  the  proportion  or  quota  of  each  respective  State 
ahould  be  determined  according  to  the  number  of  Inhabitants  of  all 
ages,  including  Negroes  and  Mulattoes  in  each  Colony  and  for  this 
purpose  it  waa  recommended  to  the  several  Assemblies,  &c.,  to  ascer- 
tain by  the  most  impartial  means  in  their  power  the  number  of  In* 
habitants  in  each  respective  Colony,  and  make  retuma  thereof  to 
Congress  as  soon  as  possible. 

At  this  time  a  hope  was  still  entertained  that  an  accommodation 
would  take  place  and  that  hostilities  would  soon  cease.  But  having 
received  advices  in  the  winter  following  that  Great  Britain  had  con- 
tracted for  a  large  body  of  Hessians  and  other  German  mercenaries, 
which  were  to  bis  sent  over  to  subdue  America,  Congress  found  it 
necessary  to  make  mitahle  prepantionsi  which  ooaaeqiMntly  ioereaJMd 
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the  ezpenoety  and  therefore  on  the  I7th  of  Fehniary  thej  ordered  fonr 
millione  of  dollars  to  be  emitted  on  the  same  secaritj  as  the  farmer 
warns  and  on  the  9th  May  following  emitted  five  milliona  more,  on 
the  like  aeenritj.  The  powerful  fleet  k  armj  aent  against  Amerioa 
in  the  Summer  of  17 76,  and  the  professed  design  of  Ghreat  Britain 
to  subdue  bj  foree  or  to  bring  the  Colonies  to  unconditional 
sabmission,  obliged  Congress  to  declare  IndependenoCy  and  to  call 
in  the  aid  of  the  Militia,  and  consequently  increase  the  expense, 
and  therefore  on  the  22d  July  they  emitted  five  milliona  more ; 
but  as  it  was  foreseen  that  such  repeated  issues  of  bilb  ci  credit 
would  increase  the  quantity  to  too  great  a  degree  and  eonse- 
quently  occasion  their  depreciation,  it  was  resolved  on  the  dd  O^ 
following  to  borrow  5  millions  of  dollars,  and  in  Not.  a  lottery  waa 
set  on  foot  for  raising  a  further  sum  on  loan.  As  the  govemmenia 
of  the  several  States  were  not  yet  sufficiently  organiaed  and  in  vigor, 
and  as  the  ezpences  of  arraying  and  equipping  the  nilitia  were 
great  and  the  resources  from  commerce  cut  oflP,  it  waa  not  thought 
proper  to  proceed  to  taxation,  and  as  neither  loans  nor  the  lotterj 
were  sufficiently  productive,  necessity  compelled  to  further  emiaaiona 
of  bills  of  credit. 

By  this  means  the  paper  currency  being  multiplied  began  to  de- 
preciate; it  was  therefore  resolved  on  the  10th  of  Sept.,  1777,  to 
propose  an  earnest  recommendation  to  the  States  to  proceed  to  taxa- 
tion.  The  invasion  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  removal  of  Congreaa 
from  Philadelphia,  prevented  thia  from  being  done  aa  soon  as  might 
have  been  wished,  but  on  the  22d  Nov.,  1777,  it  waa  recommended 
to  the  States  to  raise  by  taxes,  for  the  service  of  the  year  1778,  the 
anm  of  five  millions  of  dollars,  and  to  pay  the  same  into  the  pnblie 
in  four  quarterly  payments.  Previous  to  this  it  had  been  reablved 
to  borrow  larger  sums,  and  to  encourage  the  money  holders  to  lend, 
it  was  agreed  to  pay  the  interest  by  buhi  of  Exchange,  drawn  upoo 
eur  Commissioners  in  France.  Unfortunately  the  tax  foiled  and  the 
anms  obtained  from  loans  were  greatly  inadequate  to  the  expendi* 
tore,  consequently  more  money  was  emitted,  and  notwithatandiog 
the  fovorable  turn  in  our  affairs,  in  1778  depreciation  increased  with  m 
maxing  rapidity. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  1778  the  sums  emitted  and  borrowed 
amounted  to  about  one  hundred  and  eight  millions.  Congreas 
anxious  to  put  a  Bt<^  to  any  forther  emissions  and  to  provide  a  fnnd 
for  redeeming  what  was  issued,  called  upon  the  States  on  the 
first  of  Jan'y,  1779,  to  pay  into  the  continental  treasury  their 
respective  quotas  of  15  milliona  dollars  for  the  service  of  that  year, 
and  of  six  millions  annually,  from  and  after  the  year  1779,  es  a  fund 
for  sinking  the  emissions  and  loans  to  the  81st  of  December,  1778, 
and  on  tlM  21at  May  following,  in  addition  to  the  above,  the  Stetee 
were  called  upon  to  furnish  for  the  service  of  the  year  1779,  their 
respective  quotas  of  45  millions,  the  whole  to  be  paid  -into  the  eon* 
tinental  treasury  before  the  lat  Jan'y,  1780.  A  Goai^Qee  with 
these  requisitions  would  not  only  have  answered  the  necessary  exi- 
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geneiet  of  the  year,  bafe  would  have  arrested  depreeiatioii  in  its 
progress.  Bat  as  these  were  not  complied  with  in  due  time  and  as 
the  demands  of  the  public  were  pressing  and  constant,  the  prospect 
of  future  taxes  serTcd  only  as  a  stimulus  to  urge  those  who  had  in 
their  possession  the  supplies  and  necessaries  wanted  to  enhance  the 
price  in  order  to  pay  their'^tazes  with  greater  ease,  while  at  the  same 
time  the  public  treasury  receiving  no  recruit  from  taxes  was  from 
time  to  time  replenished  with  new  emissions,  and  from  these  causes 
combined  depreciation,  instead  of  receiving  a  check,  proceeded  with 
redoubled  vigor.  As  the  failure  of  the  States  was  attributed  to  their 
not  having  received  the  requisitions  in  due  time  Congress  resolved 
in  future  to  remedy  that  defect,  and  therefore  early  in  the  fall  of 
.1779,  took  into  consideration  the  means  of  providing  for  the  ensuing 
year,  and  on  the  6th  of  Oct.  accommodating  themselves  to  the  depre- 
oiation  as  it  then  stood,  and  still  flattering  themselves  that  the  taxes 
afaceady  called  for,  if  duly  collected,  wouki  stop  it  where  it  was  and 
answer  demands  on  the  public  till  ¥e\/y  following,  called  upon  the 
States  to  pay  into  the  public  treasury  on  the  first  day  of  Feb'y,  1780, 
and  on  the  first  day  of  each  succeeding  month,  to  the  first  of  October 
inclusive,  their  respective  quotas  of  fifteen  millions.  It  should  be 
observed  that  on  the  1st  of  September,  1779,  the  sum  emitted  and 
in  circulation  amounted  to  159,948,880  dollars,  and  as  there  was  a 
general  outcry  on  account  of  the  depreciation  and  the  floods  of  money 
emitted,  Goncress  resolved  that  they  would  on  no  account  whatever, 
emit  more  bflls  of  credit,  than  to  make  the  whole  amount  of  such 
bills  two  hundred  millions,  and  as  40,051,120  dollars  remained  to 
eompleat  the  two  hundred  millions,  they,  on  the  8d  of  the  same 
month  resolved  that  they  would  emit  such  part  only  of  the  said  40, 
051,120  as  should  be  abeolutely  necessary  for  public  exi^ncies, 
before  adequate  supplies  could  be  otherwise  obtained,  relying  for 
such  supplies  on  the  exertions  of  the  several  States.  This  was  rep- 
iBsented  to  the  several  States  in  an  address  dated  the  13th  ci|  Sept.,  - 
and  they  were  earnestly  entreated  not  to  leave  Congress  without 
aapplics,  nor  to  let  in  that  flood  of  evils  which  would  follow  from 
each  a  neglect  Notwithstanding  this  earnest  address  and*representa> 
tlon.  Congress  were  compelled  by  necessity  to  issue  the  remainder  of 
the  two  hundred  millions,  and  the  army  was  in  such  extremity  for 
want  of  provisions  that  the  General  was  reduced  to  the  sad  alternative 
te  suffer  it  to  disband  or  to  collect  supplies  by  military  force.  He 
preferred  the  latter,  and  the  inhabitants  of  New  York  &  New  Jersey, 
though  they  felt  the  injury,  saw  the  necessity  and  patiently  submitted. 
To  prevent  the  like  evils  in  future,  Congress,  on  the  25th  of 
Feb'y,  1780,  called  on  the  States  forthwith  to  procure  their  respec- 
tive quotas  of  supplies  in  enumerated  articles,  for  the  ensuing  cam- 
paign, and  as  by  the  continual  depreciation  of  the  continental 
currency,  the  community  was  suffering  great  injustice,  the  public 
finances  were  deranged,  and  the  necessary  dispositions  tor  the  defence 
of  the  Country  much  impeded  and  perplexed,  they  on  the  18th  of 
March,  1780,  recommendcKi  that  the  fifteen  milUon  monlVA^  \A^i^%\i^xiNdk 
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be  oontiDued  from  October  to  April,  1781,  inolusive,  and  that  18  of 
those  monthly  quotas,  namely,  from  March,  1780,  to  April,  1781,  both 
inclusive  should  be  applied  solely  to  redeem  or  sink  the  old  money, 
which  was  to  be  cancelled  and  burnt  as  fast  as  brought  in,  and  in 
lieu  thereof  new  money  was  to  be  emitted,  in  the  proportion  of  one 
of  the  new  for  20  of  the  old,  so  that  when  the  wholo  200  millions 
was  drawn  in  and  cancelled,  ten  millions  new  money  would  be  thrown 
into  circulation,  of  which  four-tenths  were  to  have  been  subject  to 
the  order  of  Congress,  and  the  other  six-tenths  to  belong  to  the 
several  States.  The  effects  of  this  resolution,  if  it  had  been  puno- 
tuiilly  executed,  according  to  the  intention  of  Congress,  would  have 
been  Ist,  the  calling  in  and  cancelling  the  old  money ;  2dly,  reducing 
the  currency  to  a  more  fixed  standard  ;  Sdly,  supplying  the  States 
with  money  to  purchase  the  supplies  required  from  them  by  the  aot 
of  the  25th  Feb'y ;  and  4thly,  enabling  Congress  to  pay  the  armj, 
discharge  the  principal  debts  already  contracted,  and  provide  for  the 
exigencies  of  the  ensuing  campaign.  But  as  this  was  not  done 
Congress  were  again  driven  into  temporary  expedients.  The  enemj 
knew  our  situation  and  were  exerting  their  utmost  efforts  to  take 
advantage  of  it.  The  Southern  States  were  invaded ;  a  descent  was 
threatened  on  New  Jersey ;  the  posts  on  Hudson's  river  were  in 
danger.  In  order  to  put  the  army  in  motion,  Congress  were  obliged 
to  raise  money  by  drawing  bills  on  their  Ministers  abroad,  altbough 
they  had  not  sufficient  assurances  that  those  bills  would  be  honored. 
On  the  19th  May  Congress  called  upon  the  States  from  New  Hamp* 
shire  to  Virginia,  both  inclusive,  to  collect  and  pay  into  the  publie 
treasury,  in  30  days,  10  millions  continental  currency,  part  of  the 
sums  required  to  be  paid  the  last  year.  The  States  in  order  to 
comply  with  this,  pressed  the  collection  of  taxes,  which  occasioned 
such  a  clamour  from  those  who  had  furnished  supplies  on  credit, 
that  on  the  27th  of  the  same  month.  Congress  recommended  to  the 
legislatures  of  the  several  States  to  empower  the  collectors  of  oonti* 
nental  taxes,  due  before  the  first  of  March,  1780,  to  receive  in  pay- 
ment thereof  the  notes  or  certificates  which  had  been  given  by  the 
quartermaster  and  Commissary  of  purchases  for  such  supplies. 
Untill  the  opening  of  this  campaign  the  Army  had  borne  their  snf* 
ferin^  with  unparalleled  patience  and  perseverance.  What  pay  thej 
had  hitherto  received  had  been  chiefly  in  depreciated  money.  Con- 
gress had  not  been  unmindful  of  their  sufferings  and  faithful  ser- 
vices. As  early  as  Sep.,  1776,  they  had  resolved  to  make  provision 
for  granting  lands  in  certein  proportions  to  the  officers  and  soldiers 
who  should  engage  in  the  service  and  continue  therein  to  the  close 
of  the  war,  or  untill  discharged  by  Congress,  and  to  the  representa- 
tives of  such  officers  and  soldiers  as  might  be  slain  by  the  enemy. 

On  the  15th  May,  1778,  they  resolved,  unanimously,  that  all 
military  officers  commissioned  by  Congress,  who  then  were  or  there- 
after might  be  in  the  service  of  the  United  Sutes  and  continue 
therein  during  the  war^  should  after  the  conclusion  thereof^  receive 
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annoallj,  for  the  term  of  seveo  years,  if  thej  lived  so  lopg,  one  half 
of  the  paj  then  estahlished  for  such  officers,  with  a  proviso  that 

gBDeral  officers  should  DOt  rcceiye  more  than  the  halt  pay  of  a 
ol.,  and  it  was  also  resolved  that  pon-Commissioned  officers  and 
soldiers  inlisted  for  the  war,  should  at  the  expiration  thereof,  receive 
a  reward  of  80  dollars.  On  the  17th  August,  1779,  having  pre- 
faced their  resolution  with  a  preamble  setting  forth  that  the  army  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  by  their  patriotism,  valor  and  perso- 
yerance  in  defence  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  their  Country,  were 
entitled  to  the  gratitude  as  well  asnpprobation  of  their  citizens,  they 
recommended  it  to  the  several  States  to  make  such  farther  provision 
for  the  officers  and  soldiers  enlisted  for  the  war  to  them  respectively 
belonging,  and  who  should  continue  in  service  till  the  establishment 
of  peace,  as  should  be  an  adequate  compensation  for  the  many  dan- 
gers, losses  and  hardships  they  may  have  suflfered  in  the  course  of 
the  contest,  either  by  granting  to  their  officers  half  pay  for  life,  and 
proper  rewards  for  their  Soldiers,  or  in  such  other  manner  as  might 
appear  most  expedient  to  the  legislatures  of  the  several  States.  And 
it  was  farther  recommended  to  the  several  states  to  make  such  pro- 
vision for  the  Widows  of  such  of  their  officers  and  such  of  their 
Soldiers  inlisted  for  the  war  as  had  died  or  might  die  in  the  service 
MB  would  secure  to  them  the  sweets  of  that  liberty  for  the  attain- 
ment of  which  their  husbStids  had  nobly  laid  down  their  lives. 

On  the  10th  of  April,  1780,  they  resolved  that  as  soon  as  the  state  of 
the  public  finances  would  admit  they  would  make  good  to  the  line  of 
tbe  army  and  the  independent  corps  thereof,  the  deficiency  of  their 
original  papr,  occasioned  by  the  depreciation  of  the  currency,  but  none 
were  to  derive  benefit  from  this  resolution  except  such  as  had  engaged 
to  serve  during  the  war,  or  for  three  years,  and  were  then  in  service  or 
should  thereafter  engage  to  serve  during  the  war.  And  now,  on  the 
l8th  August,  1780,  they  resolved  that  from  and  after  the  first  of 
the  said  month,  the  army  shall  receive  their  pay  in  the  now  bills 
emitted  pursuant  to  the  resolution  of  the  18th  March,  1780,  and 
again  recommended  to  such  of  the  States  as  have  i^ot  made  compen- 
sation to  their  officers  and  soldiers,  agreeably  to  the  resolution  of  the 
17th  August,  1779,  to  doit  as  soon  as  possible.  At  the  same  time 
the  provision  for  granting  lands  was  extended  to  the  General  officers. 
And  on  the  24th  of  the  same  month  the  resolution  of  the  15th  May, 
1778,  granting  half  pay  for  seven  years  to  the  officers  of  the  Army 
who  should  continue  in  service  to  the  end  of  the  war,  was  extended 
,.  to  the  widows  of  such  officers  as  had  died  or  should  thereafter  die  in 
the  service,  to  commence  from  the  time  of  such  officers  death,  or  if 
there  should  be  no  widow,  or  in  case  of  her  intermarriage  that  it 
should  go  to  the  orphan  children  of  such  officer,  and  it  was  recom- 
mended to  the  legislatures  of  the  States  to  which  such  officers  be- 
longed to  make  provision  for  paying  the  same  on  account  of  the 
United  States. 

Still    the  public  treasury  remained  unsupplied,  the  army  con- 
tinae4  without  pay  and  oftentimes  in  great  distreaa  lot  ^asi\  qI^xq- 
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Tirions.  Debts  were  aoennmlatiDg  and  ibe  creditors  more  and  more 
elamoroos :  Under  these  circumstances  Congress  on  the  26th,  Ang^ 
1780,  earnestly  recommended  to  the  several  states  to  take  the  moat 
speedy  &  effectnal  measures  in  their  power  for  drawing  in  their 
respeotiye  quotas  of  the  continental  bills  of  credit  by  taxes  or  other- 
wise in  order  that  the  new  money  might  be  issued  and  at  the  same  time 
it  was  recommended  to  the  states  to  raise  by  taxes  payable  in  the  said 
new  bills  their  respective  quotas  of  three  million  aollars,  and  to  pay 
the  same  into  the  public  treasury  as  soon  as  possible,  the  payment 
to  be  fully  compleated  by  the  last  day  of  December  following. 
From  this  it  was  hoped  that  Congress  would  draw  a  supply  of  money 
to  enable  them  to  pay  the  army  and  carry  on  the  war  with  vigor,  to 
discharge  the  unfunded  debts,  and  to  pay  the  interest  due  on  loan 
office  certificates.  Their  expectations  were  again  disappointed.  The 
consequences  that  ensued  from  the  failure  though  alarming  and  pain* 
fal  to  recollect  were  far  short  of  what  might  have  been  apprehended. 
Yet  after  the  mutiny  in  the  Pensylvania  and  Jersey  lines,  the  re- 
qnisition  of  the  15th,  Jany.  1781  for  879,812  dollars  for  the  immedi- 
ate pay  of  the  arrears  due  to  the  army  has  not  yet  been  complied  with, 
l^is  recapitulation  is  made,  not  with  a  view  to  criminate  bat  to 
ahow  that  Congress  have  done  every  thing  in  their  power  to  carry 
on  the  war,  and  to  prevent  the  embarrasments  under  which  our 
affairs  now  labour. 

It  now  remains  to  estimate  the  supplies  necessary  for  the  current 
year  and  to  point  out  the  measures  already  taken  for  obtaining 
those  supplies. 

Congress  by  their  resolutions  of  the  8d,  &  21st,  of  October  last 
have  resolved  that  the  army  for  the  ensuing  campaign  shall  oonust 
of  six  legionary  corps. 

4  Regiments  of  Artillery,  50  Regiments  of  Infantry,  1  Regiment 
of  Artificers — Amounting  to  85,748,  rank  and  file. 
The  pay  and  subsistance,  according  to  the  present 
establishment  for  one  year,  amount  to,  .  5,104,385 

Provisions  for  ditto,  .  .  .  4,857,012 

Quarter  Mastera  department  estimated,  4,000,000 

Hospitel  department,  .  .  .  200,000 

Ordnance  department,  .  266,666{(' 

Navy  department,  400,000 

Debts  due  to  the  civil  officers  under  Congress,  98,927  j{ 

Civil  list  and  contingencies  for  current  year,  1,885,000 

Arrears  due  to  the  Army  up  to  31st  Dec'r,  1780,       1,000,000 
Two  year  interest  on  certificates  payable  at  the  )         ^g^  46611 
several  loan  offices,  t  '       f  © 

Certificates  eiven  by  Quarter  masters  and  Com- '       ^  ^q  q^q 
missaries,  &  with  Int.  estimated  at,  J        '       ' 

No  charge  is  made  for  Clothing,  new  arms  or'i 
ammunition  as  it  is  hoped  the  measures  taken  for  > 
procuring  them  will  be  effectual.  j  -^— — — — - 

ToUl,    19,407,457311 
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By  the  tot  of  the  4lh,  of  november  last  the 
States  haye  been  called  upon  to  furDish  the  pro- 
Tision  neeessary  amonDting  to,  4,857,012 

By  the  same  act  they  are  called  upon  to  raise 
and  pay  into  the  continental  treasury  in  four 
quarterly  payments,  the  first  payment  to  be  made 
1st  Jane,  the  sum  of,  .  .  .  1,642,988 

The  requisition  of  26  Angost  1780  which  has 
not  yet  been  received  is  relied  on  as  indispensable.  3,000,000 

*  The  old  money  mnst  be  called  in  and  cancelled, 
Bntill  that  is  done  no  regularity  can  be  introduced 
into  the  finances,  nor  any  dependanoe  placed  on 
any  requisitions  made,  For  as  the  old  currency 
is  daily  depreciating  and  at  the  same  time  by 
laws  or  many  of  the  States  made  a  Standard  by 
which  to  yalue  the  new  money  unless  it  is  speedily 
destooyed  it  cannot  fail  to  sink  the  new.  It  is 
therefore  indbpensibly  necessary  that  it  be  called 
in  without  delay,  thb  will  giye  the  United  States 
in  Congress  assembled  a  command  of  new  money 
to  the  amount  of,       ....  8,200,000 

The  duties  on  imports  and  prizes  which  from  the 
propriety  as  well  as  necessity  of  the  measure,  it  is 
not  to  be  doubted  but  the  seyeral  States  will  readily 
grant  on  the  terms  proposed  by  Congress  will,  it  is 
presumed,  produce  in  the  course  of  the  current  year.  500,000 

And  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  the  States  have 
taken  measures  to  comply  with  the  requisitions  of 
January,  May,  and  October  1779,  it  is  hoped 
.they  wUl  now  see  the  necessity  of  carrying  those 
measures  into  effectual  execution  or  at  least  take 
the  necessary  steps  for  calling  in  the  Quarter 
masters  and  Commys.  certificates  to  the  amount  of 
their  rospectiye  deficiencies  which  by  a  return  from 
th^  board  of  treasury  are  equal  to,  468,201 


18,168,201 


On  the  16  March  last  the  States  have  been 
called  upon  for  their  respective  quotas  of  1,500,000 
dollars  quarterly  the  1st  payt.  to  be  made  1  June, 
8  quarterly  payments  amount  to,  .  4,500,000 

Supposing  the  foregoing  funds  productive,  still 
there  will  be  a  deficiency  to  be  provided  for, 
amounting  to  -  .  .  .  l,739,256;j{ 

19,407,457M 
It  will  moreover  be  necessary  to  provide  lands  for  paving  the 
inteiest  of  the^  debts  eontraotod  in  Europe  with  a  yiew  to  this  Oon- 
VoiuIX.— 6 
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gress  in  their  reqiiisition  of  Feby.  1780,  among  other  speeifie  rappliec 
called  apon  the  States  of  Yirgiuia  and  Maryland,  to  fiimiah  a  qoui' 
tity  of  tobacco  which  it  was  expected  night  have  been  shipped  U 
France,  and  been  the  beginning  of  a  fund  fur  defraying  the  expenoei 
of  oar  ministers  at  foreign  Conrts,  and  ptying  the  interest  of  thi 
monies  borrowed  in  Europe,  Bat  the  want  of  ships  last  fall  and 
the  naval  sapcriority  of  the  enomy  in  Chesapeak  bay  this  spring, 
have  prevented  the  public  from  deriving  any  advantage  from  thai 
negociation. 

It  has  been  before  observed  that  the  debts  contracted  abroad 
amount  by  computation  to  the  sum  of  6,000,000  dollars  the  annual 
interest  of  which  is  800,000  dollars. 

The  annual  interest  of  the  money  borrowed  on  ^ 
certificates  previous  to   the  Ist  March  1778,   and  J         ^oo  ygogi 
which  is  to  be  paid  by  bills  drawn  on  our  minuter  |  f       ii 

at  the  Court  of  France  amounts  to,  J 

The  credit  and  honor  of  the  United  States  require  that  a  fund 
should  be  provided  not  only  for  defraying  this  interest  but  also  fn 
discharging  the  principal  or  at  least  those  certificates  for  the  interesl 
of  which  bills  are  to  be  drawn  annually  on  our  minister  who  has  nc 
fund  to  apply  to  that  purpose,  and  who  therefore  has  to  depend  oi 
the  success  of  his  solicitations  as  it  becomes  due. 

And  what  equally  concerns  the  honor  of  the  United  States  a  fnnd 
should  be  provided  for  defraying  the  ezpences  of  oor  ministen 
abroad.  This  shows  the  absolute  necessity  of  the  States  immedi 
atoly  granting  the  duties  on  imposts  and  prises  as  requested  b] 
Congress. 

Before  wc  conclude  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  observe  that  from  thi 
constant  depreciation  of  the  currency  and  the  unpunctuality  of  thi 
States  in  Complying  with  the  requisitions  of  Congress  the  sums  whei 
paid  in  have  heretofore  been  greatly  inadequate  to  the  purpoae  de 
sired. 

Ibe  above  report  being  twice  read  and  agreed  to. 

Ordered  that  copies  thereof  be  transmitted  to  the  several  States 
Copy.  CHA.  THOMSON,  Seo'j, 

Circular  of  Congress,  1781. 

Circular. 

Philadelphia,  April  19,  178L 
Sir, 

Your  Excellency  will  reoeive  herewith  enclosed  an  Ordinance  fo 
establishing  Courts  for  the  Trial  of  Piracies  and  Felonies  oommitte< 
upon  the  high  Seas,  passed  in  Confv;rmity  to  Articles  of  Gonfedc 
ration. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  the  greatest  Respect, 

Your  Kxoellenoy's  roost  ob^ient  humble  servant, 

^.       ^     „.   „  8AM.  HUNTINGTON,  Pi^aident. 

Dtrecledj—EiB  Excellency  President  Reed. 
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Pres.  Rsed  to  Col.  Samuel  Mxlbs,  1781. 

Sir, 

Coonoil  taking  iBto  Oonsideratioii  the  exposed  State  of  the  pub- 
lick  Stores  in  the  State  of  Delaware  as  represented  by  the  Hon. 
Board  of  War  this  Morning.  It  has  been  concluded  to  vest  jou 
with  the  Authority  of  this  Board  to  take  up  so  many  ShaUops  & 
Craft  as  you  shall  Judge  necessary  to  execute  the  Orders  you  may 
have  received  for  securing  the  s'  Stores.  And  if  any  Difficulty  is 
made  by  the  Proprietors  in  letting  their  Vessels  to  this  Service  you 
may  assure  them  that  Council  will  immediately  embargo  them  so 
that  they  cannot  leave  the  I^ort  for  any  Occasions. 

I  am;  Sir;  Your  Obed.  Hbble. 

/«dor«ecf,— April  21,  1781. 

Board  of  Admiralty  to  Council,  1781. 

Admiralty  Office,  2l8t  April,  1781. 
Sir, 

The  Board  of  Admiralty  have  the  honoiir  to  inform  the  Supreme 
executive  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  that  they  have  it  in  contem- 
plation to  endeavour  to  enter  Men  for  the  Trumbull  friffate  to  pro- 
ceed on  a  cruise  immediately  after  the  River  service  shall  have  been 
performed,  and  to  engage  them  for  twelve  months,  which  will  not 
only  be  a  great  saving  to  the  public ;  but  we  may  thereby  without 
being  obliged  to  give  extravagant  bounties,  or  have  recourse  to  dis- 
agreeable measures,  or  being  subjected  to  dangerous  delays,  be 
enabled  as  occasion  may  require  to  employ  a  frigate  in  the  River  or 
any  other  service  ;  and  to  eflPect  this  advantageous  purpose  the 
board  propose  to  offer  a  bounty  of  twenty  state  dollars  to  such  sea- 
men as  will  enter  into  the  sea  service  for  twelve  months,  exclusive  of 
their  monthly  wages;  and  to  every  landsman  that  will  enter  for 
that  time  a  bounty  of  ten  State  dollars,  exclusive  of  their  monthly 
wages;  and  to  each  man  who  will  enter  on  board  the  Trumbull 
frigate  for  the  River  service  only  ten  state  dollars,  and  for  landsmen 
mght  like  dollars  in  full  oompensation  for  such  service.  If  men 
■hoold  be  inlisted  only  for  three  weeks,  the  board  have  strong 
reasons  to  apprehend  that  after  they  are  discharged  the  frigate  may 
lie  in  the  River  unemployed  the  whole  summer. 

As  the  Supreme  Executive  have  cheerfully  attended  to  the  late 
application  of  this  board,  and  manifested  a  generous  disposition  to 
aasiat  them,  they  think  it  their  duty  to  communicate  to  them  their 
intention,  hoping  it  will  meet  with  their  approbation. 

The  Board  are  with  Sentiments  of  profound  respect, 
Your  Excellency's  most 

Obedient  HumV  Servants, 

FRAS.  LEWIS.    By  order. 

Directed, — His  Excellency  Joseph  Read,  Esquire. 
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Board  of  War  to  Pres.  Reed,  1781. 

War  Office,  April  2l8ty  1781. 
Sir, 

The  Board  have  on  Hand  a  Nombor  of  Rampart  Masketts  of 
which  thej  are  making  a  Distribution  among  the  States  liable  to  be 
attacked  on  the  Sea  board.  Five  hundred  of  these  are  appropriated 
for  Pennsilvania,  &  will  suit  for  Boats  or  Forts.  If  the  State  will 
accept  them  the  Honble.  Council  will  please  to  appoint  a  Peruon  to 
receive  them  from  the  Commissi  of  Military  Stores  who  will  be 
directed  to  deliver  them. 

We  have  the  Honour 

to  be  with  great  Respect 

jour  very  obed*  Servants, 

RICHARD  PETERS, 

By  Order. 

The  Arms  are  valued  &  if  accepted  will  be  charged  to  the  State 
at  the  Valuation. 

Directed^ 

On  Public  Service, 

To  His  Excellency  President  Reed. 

(War  Office.) 


Instructions  to  Captain  Isaac  Roach,  1781. 

Sir, 

You  will  proceed  with  Expedition  to  Cape  May  &  there  keep  a 
Lookout  for  the  British  Fleet  expected  on  the  Coast.  Should  thej 
come  into  the  Capes  &  by  their  actions  manifest  a  Design  to  proceed 
up  the  Bay  you  will  immediately  send  off  an  Express  to  inrorm  oi 
of  their  Situation  &  Appearances  with  any  other  material  Intelli- 
gence you  can  collect. — You  will  also  make  Inquiry  into  the  GoQ' 
duct  &  Circumstances  of  the  Refugee  Boats  said  to  be  in  the  River, 
inquire  their  Number  &  Strength  with  any  other  particulars  which 
may  be  of  publick  Use.  You  will  keep  an  exact  account  of  youi 
Expences  which  with  an  allowance  for  your  Trouble  the  Counoil 
will  settle  on  your  Return. 

I  am  Sir, 


Your  Hbble.  Ser. 

J.  R. 


7/i<7or«et;^— April  22;  1781. 
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David  Duncan  to  Pbbs.  Reei>,  1781. 

Pittsburg,  April  24th,  1781. 
Sir, 

I  have  got  home  a  few  days  ago  after  a  long  and  Sore  Bide. 
Bought  Thirty  Beeves,  Twenty  seven  of  which  is  stall  fed.  I  found 
much  Trouble  in  passing  the  State  Money  as  I  had  to  go  to  the  south 
Branch  and  North  River  in  the  Back  parfs  of  Virginia  before  I 
could  get  any  Cattle  at  all.  On  my  way  home  I  calFd  at  Colo. 
Cooks  &  presented  him  with  the  letter  I  reo*  from  you  and  sent  Mr. 
Perrys  letter  to  him ;  I  can't  Inform  you  yet  what  Mr.  Perry  has 
on  hand,  or  how  far  he  will  Comply  with  your  orders  as  I  havn't 
seen  him  myself. 

On  my  Return  home  I  found  no  whiskey  at  this  place,  and  was 
Obliged  to  buy  a  small  Quantity  for  an  Immediate  Supply  until  I 
can  have  the  Matter  SettH  with  Mr.  Perry,  and  as  soon  as  that  is 
done  I  will  Inform  you  and  send  yon  my  Return.  I  can  assure  von 
v^  Nothing  can  be  done  here  without  the  ready  Moneyi  the  public 
being  already  so  much  in  Debt  in  this  Depart"^ 

I  make  no  Doubt  but  you  will  have  an  opportunity  before  long  of 
seeing  a  Petition  that's  going  Down  against  Colo.  Brodhead  k  me, 
wherein  we  are  Charged  of  being  Concerned  in  buying  Manors  & 
Mill-seats,  and  Speculating  on  Public  Money.  These  are  Charges 
I  am  Clear  of  in  every  particular,  and  Deny  their  having  any  truth 
in  them,  but  from  what  I  can  learn  finds  my  not  getting  Money  to 
pay  of  the  public  debts  is  the  principal  reason  of  the  Petition  being 
sent  against  me.  I  am  sorry  to  represent  to  you  that  I  am  now 
Tyr'd  of  public  service,  especially  when  my  Character  is  at  StakCi 
and  when  I  have  Resigned  all  my  estate  for  the  support  of  the  pub- 
lic these  two  years  past,  and  now  to  be  Censured  in  this  manner  by 
Groundless  suspicion  In  Men  whose  only  Motive  is  Mercenary  De- 
sign, (I  mean  the  leaders,)  for  all  I  have  done  both  for  them  and 
the  Country,  tbo'  all  I  will  at  present  say  is,  every  Man  has  his 
enemys  and  I  have  mine. 

I  could  wish  on  the  receipt  of  this  the  governor  &  Counsell  would 
appoint  some  other  person  for  Commissioner  in  my  place  in  this 
County,  as  I  do  not  wish  to  be  the  means  of  any  uneasiness  in  this 
County,  nor  serve  in  the  post  or  station  I  was  thought  unworthy  off, 
as  you  may  Rely  on  it  that  spite  is  the  principal  of  the  Petitioners' 
Motive,  so  hope  you  will  appoint  some  other  in  my  place,  that  will 
please  the  people  in  Gen^ 

Colo.  Brodhead  is  out  on  a  Campaign  against  the  Delaware 
Indians.  I  am  not  Certain  of  the  Number  of  Men  he  has  with  him, 
some  say  when  he  started  from  Wheeling  ho  had  about  four  Hun- 
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dred,  bat  no  CertaiDty.     Wo  have  heard  nothiDg  of  him  rince,  but 
expect  him  here  in  the  Coarse  of  six  or  eight  days. 

I  am  with  siacerity  T'  Obedient  H'ble  Serv«, 

DAVID  DUNCAN. 

N.  B.  t  will  do  every  thing  in  my  power  to  snpply  the  Troops 
antill  I  have  the  Honor  of  receiving  yoar  ana'. 


D.  D. 


Directed^ 

Pablick  Service. 

His  Exoellenoie  Joseph  Read,  Philadelphia. 


Prbs.  Reed  to  Geioi.  Washington,  1781. 

Sir, 

I  am  desired  by  the  Supreme  Execntive  Coanoil  to  transmit  to 
yoar  Excell^'  the  inclosed  Memorial  from  the  Officers  of  Col.  Pmo> 
tors  Artillery.  They  importunately  press  for  an  Answer  but  the 
Council  have  declined  it  untill  they  could  be  fiivonred  with  your 
Advice  &  Opinion.  The  Officers  have  this  Day  intimated  that  if 
not  redress'd  they  propose  to  resign,  we  cannot  approve  the  Intima- 
tion  &  we  hope  they  are  not  serious  in  their  Intention,  bat  it  is 
probable  it  may  retard  their  march,  for  which  they  are  now  nearly 
prepared,  Gloatning  having  been  provided  for  all  the  Line  &  peca« 
niary  Demands  on  the  State  satined,  with  a  Liberality  nneqaalled 
by  any  other  State  in  the  Union. 

We  also  take  this  Opp^  to  inform  your  Excelk  that  Col.  Blainet 
Representation  some  Time  ago  of  Orders  having  lieen  given  by  the 
Board  to  stop  Provisions  going  to  the  Army  was  founded  in  a 
Mistake— Our  steady  &  invariable  Orders  to  the  Saporintendent  of 
Purchases  being  to  forward  by  every  Means  in  bii  Power  the  Snppliei 
agreeable  to  llequisition,  nor  have  these  Orders  ever  intermitted 
generally.  The  only  Instance  was  in  the  Case  nf  the  purchasing 
Agent  of  this  City,  who  at  the  Time  when  the  Treasury  was  ex* 
hausted  by  large  Advances  to  the  Officers  &  Men  for  Cloathing  &  other 
heavy  Demands,  &  the  Convention  Troops  returned  to  as  as  5000 
Souls  daily  exoected,  was  caationed  with  Respect  to  his  Contraets 
least  he  should  promise  what  our  Treasury  would  not  enable  as  to 
perform — but  the  other  Purchasers  were  not  interrupted  in  any 
Respect. 

We  have  also  been  favoured  thro'  Congress  with  Col.  Broadheads 
Representation  to  your  Excelb  of  the  State  of  his  Oarrison  at  Fort 
Pitt — With  Respect  to  Beef  your  Ezcell^  must  recollect  that  this 
was  not  among  the  Articles  required  last  Year  of  this  State  ;  proper 
Measures  were  however  taken  to  procure  it,  &  Cattle  actually  purchased 
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in  the  adjoining  Conntics  of  Virginia,  for  wbich  Salt  was  sent  np 
from  hence,  hut  some  Obatmction  was  raised  to  their  passing  out  of 
'  the  State,  which  occasioned  the  Disappoiotment  of  the  Garrison. 
We  have  Reason  to  think  this  has  been  exaggerated,  but  as  soon  as 
it  was  known  to  us  we  provided  Money  &  eroplojed  a  Person  to  go 
np  &  purchase  Cattle  wherever  thejr  could  be  found.  As  to  Flour  & 
Whiskey  we  can  assure  your  Ezoell'  from  the  best  Authority  that 
there  has  been  no  Want  of  these  Articles  whenever  the  Mills  could 
go,  &  that  there  is  Plenty  now  &  has  been  for  some  considerable 
Time. 

It  is  difficult  for  your  Excelk  to  form  a  competent  Judgment  of 
the  Difficulties  &  Embarrassments  with  which  the  procuring  Supplies 
is  attended.  The  Confidence  of  the  People  in  Paper  Money  is  so 
shaken  that  the  Produce  of  the  Country  is  furnished  to  the  Commis- 
sioners with  much  Reluctance,  &  even  of  this  Money  we  have  but  a 
very  incompetent  Sum  when  compared  with  the  Amount  &  Value 
of  the  Supplies.  Credit  may  be  said  to  be  at  an  End,  the  innume- 
rable Certificates  granted  by  the  Quarter  Master  &  Commissary  De- 
partments &  by  the  Authority  of  the  State  having  extinguished  all 
Confidence.  Under  all  these  Difficulties,  &  with  a  sincere  dcnre  to 
serve  our  Country,  we  chearfully  devote  our  whole  Time  &  best  Ser- 
vices at  a  great  Sacrifice  of  private  Interest  When  our  well  meant 
Endeavours  are  successful  &  we  give  Satisfaction  we  are  happy,  when 
it  is  otherwise,  none  can  regret  it  more  than  we  do  ourselves,  &  in  such 
Cases  we  are  necessitated  to  claim  a  Portion  of  the  same  Candour 
upon  which  publick  Characters  in  all  Departmental  both  civil  & 
military  have  from  the  peculiar  Situation  of  America  been  obliged 
to  depend.  As  your  Ezcell'  by  the  general  Orders  quoted  in  the 
Address  made  by  the  Legislature  of  New  York  to  their  Constituents 
seems  in  some  Degree  apprized  of  some  of  our  Embarrassments,  we 
are  persuaded  you  will  do  us  the  Justice  to  believe  us  sincerely 
&  earnestly  engaged  undec  many  Difficulties  &  some  Opposi- 
tion to  procure  every  Supply  in  our  Power,  &  any  Insinuations  to 
the  Contrary  by  the  Commissaries  or  their  Deputies  are  equally  un- 
just &  injurious — A  Remark  which  has  been  drawn  from  us  by  a 
hasty  Letter  of  Col.  Blaines,  couched  in  Terms  which  may  prejudice 
but  can  never  serve  the  publick  Business  while  conducted  by  Persons 
Possessing  any  proportion  of  that  Spirit  which  has  distinguished  the 
people  of  America  in  the  present  Controversy. 

With  Assurances  to  your  Excell^  of  leaving  nothing  omitted  within 
the  Reach  of  our  Abilities  to  relieve  the  publick  Distresses,  &  of  the 
most  perfect  Respect  &  Esteem, 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

your  Excell'*  most 

Obed  Hbble.  Ser., 

JOS.  REED. 

April  24, 1781. 
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BoABD  ov  Admibaltt  TO  Prb8.  Bbed,  1781. 

Admiialty  Offioe,  April  24Ui^  1781. 
Sir, 

The  Board  have  this  moment  received  a  Letter  from  the  Bot 
of  war  of  yesterday,  inclosiog  a  Resolution  of  Congress  of  the  sai 
date,  copies  of  which  the  Board  have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  jc 
Excellency. 

The  Board  would  inform  your  Excellency  that  the  Frigate  Tni 
bull  has  been  graved  and  has  taken  in  her  Ballast,  but  not  havi 
more  than  30  men  engaged,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  in  her  Qui 
Stores,  Water,  Provisions,  &o.,  with  so  few  hands  she  cannot 
equipped  and  ready  to  sail  down  the  River  for  several  days. 

As  the  Object  is  of  the  greatest  importance  and  requires  an  i 
mediate  exertion,  the  Board  earnestly  request  the  interposition 
the  supreme  executive  of  this  State  in  Order  to  raise  immediab 
about  200  Seamen  &  marines  for  the  purpose  of  equipping  a 
manning  the  said  frigate  for  eight  or  ten  days,  that  the  importi 
purposes  of  the  Board  of  war  may  be  fully  and  compleatly  execut 
The  Board  have  every  reason  to  confide  in  the  immediate  ex 
tions  &  influence  of  vour  Excellency  &  Council  over  the  Mereha 
&  Masters  of  Vessels  now  in  Port,  and  flatter  ^themselves  that 
moment  will  not  be  lost,  nor  any  hesitation  respecting  coercive  m 
sures  necessary  on  so  Critical  and  interestiDg  an  Occasion. 
With  perfect  respect  &  esteem, 

we  have  the  Honor  to  be 
your  Excellencys 

most  Obedient  and 

very  Hble  Servants, 

FRA.  LEWIS,  by  order 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esqr. 

War  Office,  April  24th,  1781 
Gentlemen, 

The  Board  have  the  honor  to  inclose  you  a  resolve  of  Congi 
which  it  is  their  design  should  be  kept  secret.  The  Board  an 
Opinion  that  no  Considerable  quantity  of  Provisions  or  other  st( 
can  be  transported  from  the  Delaware  state  with  any  Degree 
Safety,  unless  a  frigate  or  some  Vessel  of  Considerable  force  sho 
be  sent  down  the  River  to  protect  the  Navigation.  They  therel 
request  the  assistance  of  your  Honble  Board  in  carrying  into  ezc 
tion  the  Resolution  of  Congress  which  from  the  information  wl 
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has  been  reoemd  from  the  Commander  in  Chief  will  admit  of  little 
delay.     If  it  is  jonr  opinioo  that  any  farther  Resolution  of  Congress 
is  neoeasary  ire  request  that  yoa  will  inform  us. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  Oent% 

your  most  oV  ser^, 
W-  GRAYSON,  By  order. 
(Copy.) 

Directed, 
Honble  Board  of  Admiralty. 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled,  April  24^,  1781. 

A  letter  from  General  Washington  was  taken  into  consideration, 
whereupon 

Besolved, 

That  the  Board  of  War  be,  and  they  are  hereby  directed  to  take 
effectual  measures  for  the  removal  of  all  the  Public  stores,  and  alsd 
all  Beef  Cattle  and  Provisions,  and  Forage,  collected  or  stored  from 
the  PeninsuU  between  .the  Delaware  and  Chesapcak  Bays,  and  on 
the  Jersey  shore  adjacent  to  the  Delaware,  which  may  probably  fall 
into  the  hands  of  the  Bnemy  on  an  invasion.  That  the  said  Cattle, 
provisions  and  forage,  be  transported  to  places  of  security,  and  valued 
by  proper  persons,  and  certificates  given  by  the  Commissary  General 
of  purchases  to  the  Owners  thereof,  signifying  quantity,  quality  and 
▼alne. 

That  it  be  and  hereby  is  recommended  to  the  Executives  of  New 
Jersey,  Pensylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  and  Virginia,  to  give  every 
assistance  in  their  power  to  the  officers  appointed  to  seoare  the 
Cattle^  provisions,  and  forage  aforesaid. 

GEO.  BOND,  D^  SecJ'. 


Council  to  Board  op  Wabdbns,  1781. 

Gentlemen, 

The  interest  of  the  city  and  state  and  the  importance  of  the  act ' 
entitled  <'  An  Act  for  the  better srupport  of  Public  credit  &c.,  required, 
that  yon  should  immediately  put  in  execution  that  part  of  it  which 
becomes  your  duty.  This  requires  the  less  hesitation  or  delay  as  the 
Council  have  already  given  public  notice  to  the  holders  of  lots  within 
that  act,  not  to  manure  them  but  to  remove  their  fences.  The 
Oomneil  therefore  request  your  immediate  attention  to  this  object. 

In  Council,  Philadelphia  April  25,  1781. 
Directed^ 

To  the  Wazdeng  of  the  city  of  Philad*. 

6* 
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Fres.  ov  CoKaBBSS  TO  Pbb8.  Bxed,  1781. 

rUladdphia,  Apitf  2ot|i,  1781. 

Sir, 

I  do  myself  tbe  Honour  of  transmittiDg  joor  Ezoellenoy  the 
annexed  eziraot  of  a  letter  from  Oen^  Washington. 

I  hare  the  Honoar  to  be,with  the  highest  respect 
yoor  HomUe  Serv^ 

S.  HUNTINGTON. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Gen.  Washington  to  the  President  of 
Congress— April  16, 1781. 

<<  I  have  received  Advices  through  different  channels  corresponding 
<'  with  Uiat  transmitted  Congress  by  Mr.  Foreman.  They  strongly 
'^  assert  that  a  farther  Detachment  b  going  from  New  fork,  and 
^'  that  it  is  to  be  commanded  by  Gen.  Clinton ;  but  they  are  not 
'^  equally  positive  as  to  the  Destination  being  for  the  Delaware. 

<'  In  the  present  State  of  southern  Affairs  'tis  perhaps  more  pvO' 
^'bable,  that  Clinton  is  going  with  a  Reinforoemenl  to  take  the 
i*  Command  there.'' 

Dirked,  His  Excellency,  President  Seed. 


Copy. 
Gbk.  Washington  to  Prbs.  Bbxd,  1781. 

Head  Quarters,  New  Windsor,  April  25, 1781. 
Sir, 

Since  my  letter  of  the  14^  to  your  Excellency  on  the  subject  d 
an  immediate  supply  of  Provision  for  Fort  Pitt  I  have  reoeivod  Uu 
following  intelligence  thro'  a  good  channel  which  makes  the  matsw 
I  then  recommended  more  indispensibly  necessary,  '^  Colonel  Gonollj 
with  his  corps  to  proceed  to  Quebec  as  soon  as  possible  to  be  jqibm 
in  Canada  by  Sir  John  Johnson  with  a  number  of  Tories  and  Indiani 
said  to  amount  to  three  thousand*.  This  route  to  be  by  Buck  Islam 
Lake  Ontario  and  Venango.  And  his  object  is  Fort  Pitt  and  all  th< 
adjacent  posts.  Conolly  takes  with  him  a  number  of  Commissions  fo; 
persons  now  residing  at  Pittsburg  and  several  hundred  men  at  tha 
place  have  agreed  to  join  to  make  prisoners  of  Colonel  Brodhead  nm 
all  friends  of  America.  His  (Gonolly's^  great  influence  in  tha 
Country  will  it  is  said  enable  him  to  prevail  upon  the  Indians  am 
Inhabitants  to  assist  the  British  in  any  Measure.^'  The  latter  pai 
of  this  Intelligence  agrees  exactly  with  a  discovery  which  Col.  Br6d 
head  has  lately  made  of  a  corres^ndence  between  persons  at  Foi 
Pitt  and  the  Commandant  of  Detroit,  some  of  whom  have  been  seiio 
by  him.  I  have  immediately  communicated  the  above  intelligeoQ 
to  Col.  Behead  and  have  directed  him  to  secure  or  remove  ever, 
suspeotea  person  in  the  vicinity  of  his  post. 

*  **  The  nmnber  must  be  ezaggerated.** 
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TIm  Seouritj  of  ilie  frontier  of  ibe  Stata  of  PemuijlTania  bo  immo- 
diatelj  depends  apon  the  Bupport  of  Fort  Pitt  that  I  think  tbe 
Bzeotttivo  Ooonoil  oaniioi  fidi  upon  a  represeotation  being  made  to 
them  of  taking  Measures  to  i^Eord  the  proper  suceoor  while  the  thing 
is  praetieable.  Upon  the  first  appearanoe  of  an  enemy  tbe  oommu- 
nioation  between  that  post  and  the  settlements  below  inll  be  intirely 
iotermpted. 

With  the  greatest  respeoty  I  baTO  the  honour  to  be,  &o. 

G».  WASHINGTON. 

Directed, — ^Presd*  of  Congress. 

Board  of  War  to  Prbs.  Reed,  1781. 

War  Office,  April  26,  1781. 
Sir, 

From  the  uneffcctive  State  of  tbe  Invalid  Regiment  the  Prisooers 
&  Stores  in  Philadelphia  are  in  a  dangerous  situation  for  want  of 
Ouarda  &  if  any  removal  either  of  Prisoners  or  stores  should  beoome 
necessary  we  have  it  not  in  our  Power  to  take  the  neoessary  meaa- 
ves  for  tbe  Purpose  from  the  weakness  of  the  Garrison.  We  there- 
fore request  tbe  Honble  Council  to  call  out  one  hundred  Rank  & 
Jlle  of  the  Militia  properjk  officered  to  do  the  necessary  Duty  in  the 
city  under  tbe  orders  of  Col.  Nicola. 

Wo  have  the  Honour  to  be,  with  great  Respect, 

Your  very  obed.  Servant 
RICHARD  PETERS,  By  order. 
Dtrededf^^On  Public  Service. 
Uis  Excellency,  President  Reed. 
(War  Office.) 

Prbs.  Rbsd  to  Dblbqaibs  in  Congrbbs,  1781. 

Gentlemen, 

Since  our  Conference  yesterday  we  'have  made  due  Inquiry 
respecting  the  purchase  of  Flour  &  the  Quantities  which  may  be 
expected.  We  must  acknowledge  that  from  tbe  present  state  of  our 
Treasury,  the^Depreciation  of  Money  &  the  Failure  of  publick  Con- 
fidence arising  from  tbe  Number  &  Amount  of  Certificates  on  the 
County  &  other  Embarrassments  we  cannot  flatter  ourselves  with  the 
Hope  of  completing  tbe  Requisition  of  Congress :  We  have  con- 
stantly strained  every  Nerve  to  this  Purpose  &  at  the  iast  Session 
of  Assembly  stated  tbe  publick  Wants  in  the  fullest  &  clearest 
Manner. — We  have  on  the  present  Occasion  given  the  most  decisive 
Orders  for  making  Purchases  of  Flour  to  which  we  have  fixed  no 
other  Limits  than  the  want  of  Ability  &  the  Agents  give  us  Hopes 
tbey  shall  be  able  to  procure  considerable  Quantities  in  a  few  Days. 
lu  this  Business  they  are  now  seriously  and  earnestly  engaged. 

The  returns  of  Purehases  being  made  monthly  it  is  impracticable 
to  give  my  Account  of  the  Purchases  of  any  less  inliitmftdii^'^'c&A 


104  PBNNSTLYANIA  AB0HI7ES  1781. 

but  if  the  last  Return  to  the  21  April  will  be  acceptable  it  shall  be 
forwarded. 

The  Board  of  Admiralty  bein^  anxious  to  fit  oat  the  *Frigate 
Tmmbull  have  requested  the  Assistance  of  our  Board  &  as  we  are 
fully  satisfied  of  the  Importance  of  the  occasion  we  have  among 
other  Steps  furnished  them  with  4000  Dollars — ^We  would  wish  this 
in  some  proper  Manner  with  which  we  are  unacquainted  to  be  car- 
ried to  the  Credit  of  the  State  &  request  your  Care  therein. 

I  am  Gent.  Your  Obed.  Hbb. 
Indorsed^ 

April  26%  1781.  To  Honble  the  Delegates  of  Pennsyh  in 
Congress. 

Auditors  of  Accounts  to  Pebs.  Bbed,  1781. 

Sir 

Council  having  recommended  an  allowance  of  j£100  10s.  State 
money,  to  the  Agents  of  Forfeited  Estates  in  Chester  County,  They 
will  please  to  inform  us,  if  its  meant  in  addition  to  the  Commission 
charg'd  by  those  Gentlemen ;  at  the  same  time,  we  take  the  liberty 
of  laying  before  them,  the  amount  of  Sales  in  the  Counties  of  Phil- 
ad*,  Bucks,  Chester,  snd  York,  with  the  expences  of  each.  M' 
TumbuII  having  exibited  his  accounts  for  the  purchase  of  Cloathing 
&o.f  we  beg  to  be  informed  if  we  are  to  allow  him  a  Commission 
thereon  of  5  ^  Cent ;  which  charge  he  also  makes  on  Goods  bought 
by  his  order,  in  Boston  and  Baltimore,  exclusive  of  5  ^  Cent,  paid 
to  his  Agents  in  those  places.  Colonel  Farmer  acting  as  Commis- 
sary of  Cloathing  has  oharg'd  22  6  '^  day  State  money,  his  appoint- 
ment declares,  he  shall  receive  as  M'  Howell,  who  preceded  him  in 
Office,  has  been  paid — he  has  also  furnish'd,  by  order  of  His  Excel- 
IcDcy  the  President,  Camp  Equipage,  and  Stores  to  a  General  Officer, 
when  the  Militia  were  last  ordered  out,  to  the  amount  of  £7096  13 
1},  of  which  he  has  deducted  £1465  2  6  to  be  charged,  be  says,  to 
the  Generars  private  Account,  we  request  to  know  of  Council  if  this 
charge  is  conformable  to  the  Nature  of  their  appointments^  and  to  be 
brought  to  the  debit  of  the  State.  ' 

We  are  with  great  respect. 
Your  Excellency's 

most  Obed*  hum.  Serv*', 

JN'SHEE,  )   Auditors  of  Acc«»  for  the 

JACOB  MORRIS,  j   Sute  of  Pennsylv. 

Philad-,  April  26%  1781. 


as  settled 


Amount  of  Sales  of  Estates  real  and  C  ^|  ^q.  ooo*7  0 
Personal  in  the  County  of  Philad*.       \  ^'h^^'f^^  '  » 
CommissionS|  and  expences  attending 
LdUto,        ^..  878014  8 
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r  Amoont  of  ditto  in  the  GouDtj  of 
Miettkd  A  Bocks,  102,198  18  9 

(^CominiBBions  and  expences  on  ditto,  4,720  15  8 

Amount  of  ditto  in  the  Conntj  of 

Chester,  128,020  14  7 

CommiBsions  and  expences  on  ditto,  3,991    2 '  0 

(  Amount  of  ditto  in  the  County  of 
u  settled  i  Tork,  62,420  10  0 

(^  Commissions  and  expenoes  on  ditto,  1,950    4  2 

Directed, 
HJB  Exoellencj  Joseph  Reed,  Esq',  Pre8^ 


BSSOLUTION  OF   CONGRESS,   1781. 

BjThe  United  States  in  Congress  assembled, 

April  27^  1781. 
A  report  of  the  Board  of  War  on  the  Memorial  of  the  Officers  of 
Col.  Baldwin's  regiment  of  Artificers  was  read,  whereupon 

BetoWed,  that  it  be  reeommended  to  the  States  to  which  they  res- 
peetiTely  belong  to  make  up  the  depreciation  of  their  pay  aoeording 
to  the  real  value  of  their  wages  at  the  time  of  their  establishment  to 
the  Officers' &  men  now  or  hte  of  the  Begiment  of  Artificers  eom- 
iwiled  by  Col.  Baldwin. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec. 


Nicholas  Depux,  ko.  to  Prbs.  Reed,  1781. 

Smithfield,  Northampton  County,  April  the  27«»,  1781. 
Honoored  Sir, 

^e  herewith  Inclose  you  a  Coppy  of  Coln>  Butlers  orders  &  the 
'^Ds  of  the  Enemy  seems  to  Cooperate  with  the  within  Directions 
^^  CoId*  Butler,  which  Appears  that  the  Enemy  is  formable,  &  is 
^nnin'd  to  cut  off  the  Inhabitants  on  the  River  Delaware,  &  our 
^^  ritnation  renders  it  Impossible  to  withstand  a  great  Number. 
^  Import  of  the  withm  Inolos'd  we  have  not  made  publick,  we  are 
<M  Opptoion  that  if  it  was  generly  known  this  part  of  the  Contiy 
^^  be  Emediately  Evacuated.  Our  case  is  Distressing  &  unless 
*<^  Measure  is  Emediately  Adopted  to  make  a  formable  BesisUnoe 
vs  thill  be  ObliflB  to  move  off,  for  farther 'particulars  we  refer  you 
^Cipt"  Sheraiddtr,  dispatoh*  of  the  like  Import  is  sent  off  to  the 
QofomuNiroC  the  Jentjv&if  aomemeaaoieeonldbeftddoptod  to 
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join  oar  forces  with  the  State  of  Jertej  it  might  be  eenrieeable  U 
both  StateBy  it  appears  the  Enemy  intends  to  strike  Both  iMea  c 
the  River, 

We  are  Sir,  year  very  Hnmble  Sanrents, 
NICHOLAS  DBPUr, 
JOHN  CHAMBERS,  G.  L.  0. 
JACOB  STROUD,  L*  CoU. 
Directed, — On  Pablio  Serrice. 
His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  President,  Philadelphia. 
^  Express. 


John  Van  Campen  to  Prbs.  Bred,  1781. 

Lower  Smithfield,  April  27, 1781. 
Honoured  Sir, 

Your  Excellency  will  observe  by  the  Letter  that  aocompanies  thes 
my  few  Lines,  the  Distress  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Part  of  on 
County ;  what  the  Event  will  be,  I  confess  is  out  of  my  power  i 
pretend  to  say. — This  Morning  I  came  down  from  Colonel  Bom 
cranzes. — ^The  Inhabitants  of  Jersey  have  sent  for  Field  Pieoei  i 
Sussex;  and  it  is  my  Opinion  if  it  was  possible  for  this  State  to  ftv 
nish  us  with  two  Reces  and  a  few  Artillery  Men  to  act  in  Conjani 
tion  with  Jersey^  it  might  perhaps  be  a  Mean  to  defeat  the  Deaig 
of  the  Enemy. 

If  our  Time  is  not  to  short,  I  am  under  no  Doubt  we  will  have 
formidable  Army  to  oppose  such  effort.  I  refer  your  ExoeDenc 
to  the  Bearer,  Capt*  Shrawder,  in  Regard  to  the  Operation  of  tfa 
Ennemy  at  present.     I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

your  Excellency's  Most  obedient  hble.  ServS 

JOHN  VAN  CAMPEN. 
Directed, — On  public  Service. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  President,  Philadelphia. 

^  Express. 

Pres.  Reed  to  Board  op  Admiralty,  1781 

In  Council, 

Philad*,  April  28%  1781. 
Gentlemen : 

Your  &vour  of  this  date  has  been  duly  received  and  laid  befoi 
the  Couneil,  who  will  be  perfectly  satbfied  with  the  exeeution  of  tl 
plan  therein  communicated,  and  will  render  any  oonourrent  assii 
ance  in  their  power  in  order  to  equip  the  frigate  without  delay, 
am,  Gentlemen  with  much  respect, 

Your  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

J.  REED^  Ptosident. 
Hooble.  Board  of  Admiralty  of  the  United  States. 
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Samubl  Bba  to  Passs.  Bsbd,  1781. 

Moantbethd;  Northampton  County^  29  April,  1781. 
Dear  Sir, 

By  these  I  must  inform  jonr  Excellency  of  the  late  alarming  In- 
eursioDs  of  the  Savages  on  the  frontiers,  which  may  be  depended 
upon  as  Authentic 

The  25*^  Instant,  before  light,  the  Indians  Crossed  the  River  Del- 
aware into  Jersey,  took  two  prisoners,  and  at  break  of  day  attacted 
the  house  of  M'  Joseph  Jacobs,  killed  him  and  two  other  men,  and 
took  his  wife  Prisoner ;  they  proceeded  to  Captain  Shymers  ;  Some 
of  them  got  into  the  house,  but  the  Captain  and  his  family  opposed 
them  so  bravely  that  they  were  obliged  to  retreat  without  doing  any 
more  damage,  only  taking  one  of  Cap^  Shymer's  Negroes,  and  Burn- 
ing a  house  and  Bam.  The  Captain,  with  a  few  men,  pursued  ihem  to 
the  river,  fired  upon  them,  and  obliged  them  to  fly  and  leave  two 
women  and  the  Negroe.  The  next  day  they  burnt  two  houses  in 
tills  County,  drove  away  twenty  head  of  Cattle,  and  as  they  were 
harrying  away  they  lost  a  knapsack  wherein  was  a  letter  horn  Cap- 
lain  Colwell  to  Capt.  Brant,  Communieateing  ColL  Butler's  cwder;  a 
Ckqppy  thereof  is  Inolosed  with  the  last  aooount  I  have  reoeived.  By 
all  appeaninoe  they  Intend  a  heavy  nttck%  at  this  time. 

Ameable  to  vour  Exoelloncy's  direction,  I  had  Called  out  a  Class 
of  Militia  from  rour  Batt^,  which  I  judged  would  make  up  the  hun- 
dred men,  but  have  found  they  amount  to  but  about  Eighty ;  and  I 
bava  now  called  a  class  from  the  other  two  Batti**  to  march  to  the 
frontiers ;  and  In  Consequence  of  the  late  alarm,  Colonel  Stroud'a 
whole  BattF  is  ordered  out,  but  there  is  but  a  small  number  gone ; 
therefore  I  have  Called  another  Batt*  to  theur  assistance,  of  which  I 
hope  your  Excellency  will  approve,  and  direct  what  fiituro  Methods 
shall  be  taken  for  defence. 

The  Ammunition  and  flints  sent  last  year  are  so  nearly  expended 
by  the  frequent  calls  of  the  Militia,  that  we  will  not  be  able  to  oppose 
the  Enemy  unless  we  are  supplied  with  a  considerable  Quantity ; 
therefore  I  must  Earnestly  request  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased 
to  order  a  sufficient  supply  of  Ammunition  and  flints,  or  else  we 
must  become  an  Easy  prey  to  our  Enemy.  A  waggon  is  on  the  way 
for  the  purpose  of  brioging  Ammunition  and  flints,  and  I  expect  will 
be  in  Philadelphia  Tuesday  1**  May. 

I  should  have  given  a  more  full  account  of  the  movements  of  the 
Enemy  had  not  I  understood  they  were  already  transmitted  to  Council. 
lam.  Dear  Sir, 

Your  Excellency's  most 

Obedient  and  most  Humble  servant, 
SAMUEL  BEA|  Lieut  C. 
.    P.  &-^P]iaaa  io  md  bgr  the  BeaierrW  nooout  of  nViak  ^)s)»a»aiki 
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of  am  inanition  and  flints  will  be  sent;  and  if  any  Anns  can  In 
had  they  would  be  of  Great  serviee. 

Direetedy — On  Publick  seryice. 

His  Exoellenoy  Joseph  Beed,  Esqaiie,  President  of  the  State  a 
Pennsylvania. 

P  Express;  M'  Meddary. 


Jacob  Stroud  to  Sah.  Bba,  1781. 

Fort  Penny  28th  April,  1781. 
Dear  Sir, 

We  have  Jast  received  Information  by  Express,  that  the  Enemi 
have  last  night  taken  three  men  in  Minisinky  new  Jersey,  near  Del 
aware ;  and  in  Pennsylvania  oposite,  they  have  taken  Possession  ol 
Mr.  Wills'  Mills,  and  is  Grinding  the  Farmers'  Grain,  which  hj 
that  and  different  other  aoeounts,  seems  to  confirm  our  former  Info^ 
mation.  They  have  killed  and  drove  of  Morgan  Desha's  horses  aid 
Cattle— They  bid  defiance  to  all  the  Strength  Jersey  and  this  Stals 
can  raise.  The  Militia  gather  very  slow  here,  which  gives  ns  reasoa 
to  think  that,  without  some  assistance,  all  Minisink  mnst  Kithei 
be  Evacoated  or  fall  an  Easy  prey  to  the  Enemy.  The  Enemy  laji 
aboat  Wills'  Mills,  on  both  sides  of  the  river.  Pray,  don't  make 
light  of  the  matter,  and  send  an  Express  to  Oonooil  as  Qaiok  as 
Possible,  Informing  them  of  the  situation  of  the  frontier.  Please  to 
send  us  a  supply  of  flints,  Ammunition  and  Arms,  but  espeoially 
flints  and  Ammunition,  to  be  hurryed  up  here  with  all  speed ;  this 
late  account  Confirms  to  us  our  former  accounts  Concerning  the 
Enemy  is  an  undented  certainty,  and  we  rely  upon  you  not  to  fiul 
in  Sending  Immediately  to  Council  We  are,  in  haste,  your 
Humble  Servts., 

JNO.  CHAMBERS, 
JACOB  STROUD. 
To  Col.  Saml.  Rea. 

P.  S. — ^The  account  transmitted  to  you  yesterday  have  been  sent 
to  Council ;  your  sending  this  will  Confirm  the  former. 


pRBS.  OF  Congress,  1781. 

Phikdelphia,  April  29, 1781. 
Sir, 

Your  Bxcellenoy  will  receive  enclosed,  a  Resolve  of  Congress  of 
the  20th,  Instant,  recommending  to  the  several  States  therein  named 
to  make  good  the  Depreciation  of  the  monthly  Pay  to  the  Officers, 
ft  Soldien  of  Ooknid  Moses  Haiens  Regiment,  that  are  ^ooaidered 
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is  P^Ti  of  tbose  States  Qaotas,  in  die  same  Manner  ihej  have  made 
ffood  the  Depreciation  to  the  Officers  &  Soldiers  in  the  Battallions 
belonging  to  the  Line  of  those  States  respectively. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  great  Respect  Yonr  Ezoellencys, 

most  obedient  hnmble  Servant| 

SAM.  HUNTINGTON,  President. 
His  Ezoellencj  President  Reed. 


Rbsolution  op  Congbbss,  1781. 

Bj  The  United  States  in  Coogress  assembled, 

April  20th,  1781. 
Resolved,  That  it  be  and  hereby  is  recommeoded  to  the  States  of 
Rhode  Island,  &  Providence  plantations,  New  York,  New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  and  Virginia,  to  make  Good 
the  depreciation  of  the  monthly  pay  of  the  officers  and  Soldiers 
belonging  to  Col.  Moses  Hazens  regiment  that  are  considered 
as  a  part  of  the  quota  of  the  respective  States  aforesaid  in  the  same 
manner,  they  have  made  ffood  the  depreciation  to  the  officers  and 
Soldiers  in  the  batallions  belonging  to  the  line  of  those  states 


respectively. 


Extract  from  the  minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Secy. 


John  Arndt  to  Prbs.  Rbed,  1781. 

Near  EastoD,  29«'  April,  1781. 
Sir, 

Major  Alexander  hath  informed  me  that  he's  received  orders  to 
send  off  every  man  of  his  Regiment  fit  for  duty  towards  the  south- 
ward with  all  coDvcuient  speed,  and  as  a  part  of  the  men  have 
received  the  gratuity  of  JC9  allowed  by  a  Resolution  of  Assembly 
and  the  greater  part  have  not,  it  is  more  than  probable  there  will  be 
a  great  uneasiness  amongst  the  Claimants  if  they  are  ordered  to 
march  without  being  first  paid  as  their  fellows  have  been. 

As  there  is  no  money  in  the  Treasury  of  this  County  and  my 
order  for  £500  is  already  Expended,  it  is  out  of  my  power  to 
Comply  with  the  wishes  of  the  officers  to  have  the  old  soldiers  paid 
their  Gratuities  as  well  as  the  bounty  to  the  new  recruits  whose  last 
payment  will  be  due  in  a  few  days.  As  I  have  oppurtunities  of 
bearing  the  Language  of  the  soldiers  on  their  disappointQients  of 
Receiving  their  money  I  plainly  see  that  the  Spirit  of  Mutiny  is 
not  intirely  Si^ngaished  and  farther  delays  might  be  of  disagree- 
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able  ooDseqneneeB  if  they  ehoiild  be  BHurahed  off  witboQt  reoeiTfng 
their  bounties  &  OratQities. 

It  will  require  a  sum  of  at  least  £500  to  disehsrge  the  wholoy 
and  having  no  Expootation  that  the  T^ea'  of  this  County  will  be 
enabled  in  a  oonsideFable  time  to  funiisb  the  suoo  ?ranted. 

I  Humbly  submit  the  matter  to  your  Excellency  and  the  Hon'ble 
Council  what  ought  to  be  done  in  this  affair.     I  am 
Sir^  your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  and 

most  Humble  Serv*, 

JOHN  AKNDT, 
Directed, 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed^  Esquire,  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 


Peks.  Rekd  to  President  of  Cokgress,  1781. 

His  Excellency  the  Presid.  of  Congress. 
Sir, 

The  Operation  of  a  Resolve  of  the  Hon.  Body  in  which  you 
preside  dated  the  16  Inst,  directing  the  Mode  of  settling  the 
Accounts  of  officers  who  have  Prisoners  is  peculiarly  inconvenient 
to  this  State  &  has  involved  us  in  some  Difficulties  in  settling  the 
Depreciation  Accounts.  By  the  Desire  of  the  Council  I  am  to 
request  that  Congress  would  favour  us  with  an  Opp^  of  confering 
with  a  Committee  of  their  Body  on  the  Subject  that  wo  may  be 
enabled  to  form  a  Plan  of  settlement  with  these  Gentlemen  who  are 
very  pressing  for  an  adjustment  of  their  accounts  before  their 
Departure. 

I  am  Sir,  with  great  Respect  &  Regard 

Your  Exceiry  obed.  St 

J.  R. 

Indorsed  J 

AprU  30, 1781. 


Rev.  Sam.  Blair  to  Pres.  Reed,  1781. 

I  am  muoh  obliged  to  your  Ezoelleney  for  the  attention  you  have 
been  pleased  to  pay  my  former  application,  and  shall  endeavour 
to  supply  myself  in  ^e  mode  you  have  suggested.  But  your  Exoel« 
leney  will  be  so  kind  as  to  reooUeet  that  I  also  mentioned  a  Servant, 
and  I  presume  that  the  objection  will  not  lie  against  ordering  a 
aupply  for  him,  as  the  private  solcUery  have  beeu  clothed  wilhoul 
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dfatftictaoD,  I  eotteeiTe  th*t  it  i^ill  be  more  «d¥aBiegeo«8  to  the 
pabli(^  eervioe,  m  well  mm  agreoable  to  myself,  to  take  my  own 
servant  as  a  Waiter,  than  to  employ  an  eolisted  soldier  oat  of  the 
Line  for  that  purpose  and  that  therefore  the  state  will  be  willing  to 
t^lotbo  him,  as  that  (except  the  allowanoe  of  rations)  will  be  the 
only  ezpence  on  his  acconnt. 

I  am  with  the  greatest  Respect  yoor  Excellency's  maoh  obliged 
and  very  Humble  Servant. 

SAM.  BLAIR. 

April  80*%  1781. 
Directedf 

His  Excellency  President  Reed,  Preheat. 


Extract  op  a  Letter  from  the  Commander  in  Chief 
TO  THE  Board  of  War,  1781, 

Extract  of  a   letter  from  his  Exolly.   the  Commander  in  Chief  to 

the  Board  of  War  dated  Head  Quarters,  New  Windsor,  May  1st, 

1781. 
Gentlemen, 

Year  favour  of  the  2 1st,  Uito.  reached  me  on  the  28th,  Should 
there  bo  no  naval  officers  of  Captain  Willings  rank  who  has  a  prior 
right  of  exchange,  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  have  his  effected,  as  he 
has  been  particularly  severely  treated  by  the  Enemy,  but  if  Lt.  Col. 
Rogers  is  a  Continental  Prisoner  of  war,  I  cannot  consistently  per- 
mit him  to  be  exchanged  for  Capt.  Willing  solely,  without  making 
a  precedent  of  what  the  Enemy  want  extremely  to  establish,  that  of 
rating  our  Captains  of  the  navy  as  Lt.  Colonels  of  the  land  forces. 
If  it  is  Captain  Willings  turn  and  the  Commissary  of  Prisoners  can 
make  an  exchange  by  corapoeition,  I  have  not  the  least  objection,  or 
if  Lt.  Col.  Rogers  should  be  a  State  Prisoner  of  Pennsylvania  and 
the  Executive  would  sive  him  up  for  the  release  of  Captain  Willing, 
it  might  be  negotiated  as  a  matter  not  in  common  course,  and  our 
Commissary  of  Prisoners  might  be  instructed  to  signify  to  the 
British,  that  it  was  not  done  upon  the  principle  of  allowing  him  to 
be  of  the  rank  of  a  Lt.  Cobnel. 
Indorted,  . 

May  1st,  1781. 

Board  of  War  to  Pkes  Reed,  1781. 

War  office,  May  1st,  1781. 
Bir, 

The  Board  have  the  Honor  to  lay  before  Council  the  Copy  of  a 
letter  from  his  Excellency  Qeneral  Washington,  suggesting  the 
neoesslt^  of  laying  in  a  quantity  of  provisions  at  Fort  Pitt  sufficient 
to  anbsist  the  Garrison  at  that  poet  in  ciBe  it  should  be  besieged. 
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As  tbe  Board  oonoeive  yon  will  view  this  Matter  in  theaame  ligbt 
with  hia  EzoelleDoy,  they  request  yon  will  be  pleased  to  take  aneli 
measarea  as  you  jadge  most  proper  for  supplying  that  post  while  it 
is  yet  practioable,  i(  being  out  of  their  power  to  aflFord  any  asaia- 
tanoe. 

I  have  tbe  honor  to  be^ 

with  tbe  highest  respect, 

Y'  Excys.  most  obedt.  Servt. 

(By  order,) 
WILLM.  GBAY80N. 
Hb  Excellency  Presd.  Reed. 


Pres.  of  Congress  to  Pres.  Reed.  1781. 

Philadelphia,  May  1781 
Sir, 

Your  Excellency  will  receive  enclosed,  the  Copy  of  a  Resolve  of 
Congress  of  the  27th,  of  April,*  recommending  to  the  several  States 
to  which  they  belong,  to  make  up  the  Depreciation  of  Pay  to  the 
Officers  and  Men  now  or  late  of  the  Regiment  of  Artificers  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Baldwin. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  the  highest  Respect  yonr  Excellency's, 

most  obedient  &  most  hnmble  Servant, 
SAM.  HUNTINGTON,  President 
His  Excellency  President  Reed. 


Isaac  Roach  to  Pres.  Reed,  1781. 

Sir, 

I  Embrace  this  Opportunity  By  some  Pilots  going  to  Phila.  of 
Informing  your  Excellency,  and  the  Honb.  Council,  that  none  of 
the  Enemies  vessels  Hath  appeard  about  the  Capes  Sinoe  I  have 
Been  here — only  one  Schooner,  Which  appeared  to  have  ten  or 
twelve  Guns  and  full  of  men,  She  stood  Close  In  shore,  a  Brest  of 
Mr.  Bennets,  last  Saturday  morning,  hoist  an  Infflish  Jack,  and 
Bore  away  for  Cape  Henlopen,  Wind  at  N.  E ;  In  Chase  of  a  Brig 
bound  In,  But  a  Ship  appeared  at  the  same  Time  Standing  In,  Which 
accasioned  The  Enemy  to  leave  of  Chase,  &  stand  off  to  sea.  The 
Ship  went  In  to  Whorekill  Road,  where  she  lay  untill  about  Eight 
O'clock  on  Sunday  Morning  when  she  got  under  way  and  Steerd 
about  W.  N.  W.  wind  E.  N.  E.  Fresh  Breez,  untill  about  3  O'Ciook 

*  Sea  page  106. 
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When  she  took  the  ground  »bout  platn  Foint  Sholes,  and  I  Belive 
Bhe  is  lost.  If  joor  Ezeollencj  should  have  any  Orders  to  send  to 
me,  joa  may  meet  with  an  OpportuDitj,  by  Eoquireing  at  Gap. 
John  Stillwells,  Below  the  Draw-bridge. 

I  am  Sir  your  Ezoellencys  most  obedient, 

and  very  Hnmbl.  Servt. 

ISAAC.  ROACH. 
Pitch  of  Capo  May,  May  Ist,  1781. 
Directedj 
His  Exoellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esqr,  Ph'lada. 


Pres.  Reed  to  Nicholas  Dfipui,  &c.,  1781. 

To  Nicholas  Dcpui,  John  Chambers,  and  Jacob  Stroud,  Esqr. 
Gentlemen, 

I  duly  received  you  Letter  of  the  27  April,  advising  of  the 
Irruption  of  the  Indians,  &  sundry  Papers,  intimating  a  much  more 
extensive  attack  than  usual,  all  which  I  have  laid  before  the  Coun- 
cil who  sympathize  with  you  in  the  Distress  of  the  Country.  At 
the  same  Time  we  think  from  many  Circumstances  appearing  on  the 
Papers,  that  they  do  not  deserve  all  the  Credit  which  has  been 
given.  We  do  not  apprehend  the  Enemy  will  bring  Field  Pieces 
into  an  open  Country  where  they  can  be  of  no  Use,  but  on  the 
other  Hand  must  be  highly  prejudicial.  Nor  do  we  think  it  im- 
probable that  the  Letter  respecting  Butler  &  his  Party  may  have 
been  contrived  to  Spread  a  Pannio  thro'  the  Fronteers,  &  call  o£f  the 
People  from  their  Labour  at  a  buisy  Season.  But  as  we  are  ever 
anxious  to  give  all  the  Relief  in  our  Power  we  have  ordered  ammu^ 
nition  to  be  procured  immediately,  &  sent  up  by  Capt.  Shrawder. 
We  have  also  forwarded  £1000,  in  Cash  to  Mr.  Vancampen  our 
Member  to  be  applied  in  such  a  Manner  as  will  best  relieve  the 
present  Emergency  which  we  conceive  will  be  by  incouraging  Scout- 
ing parties  rewarding  for  Scalps  &  Prisoners,  supplying  the  militia  k 
other  Troops  on  the  Fronteers  with  such  Necessaries  as  cannot  be 
procured  in  the  ordinary  Way,  &  in  such  other  Modes  as  he  in  Concert 
with  yourselves  shall  think  most  beneficial  to  the  County.  We  ap- 
prove of  the  Militia  going  out,  but  must  at  the  same  Time  observe  that 
they  cannot  be  useful  to  the  County  or  in  Security  to  themselves 
if  they  meet  at  Taverns  in  large  numbers,  &  spend  their  Time  in 
amusesment  &  Frolick  as  is  too  often  the  Cose,  &  still  less  do  wo 
approve  the  Practice  of  ^>ending  Time  in  shootng  Game,  or  Matches, 
which  also  consume  ammunition.  If  you  were  sensible  of  the  Diffi- 
culty of  procuring  these  Things,  I  am  persuaded  you  would  exert 
yourself  to  prevent  all  unnecessary  Waste.  Having  done  all  these 
we  must  now  advise  you  what  we  are  persuaded,  you  will  in  Expe- 
rience find  neceflsary  /or  the  County,  via.   to  fill  up  ShrawdAta 
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Company  as  aoon  as  possible,  then  jon  will  hsTe  a  trained  and  constant 
Defence  iot  he  County  to  which  the  militia  wonld  other.  For  this 
Purpose  we  have  supplied  him  with  money  to  pay  BountieS|  ft  giTe 
every  possible  Encouragement.  If  the  Enemy  should  make  farther 
Demonstrations  against  you  we  think  it  would  be  best  to  Stockade 
the  most  defeocible  Houses,  &  collect  as  many  Families  as  can  con- 
veniently reside  there,  &  by  all  means  encourage  Scouting  Parties. 
At  this  Distance,  &  under  present  Circumstances,  having  l^e  Enemy 
on  all  Sides  of  us,  we  can  render  you  no  other  assistance  than  money 
&  ammunition,  for  other  Things  &  especially  for  men  we  must 
recommend  you  to  your  own  Exertions,  &  the  Blessing  of  Providence 
which  will  help  those  who  are  earnest  to  help  themselves,  &  which 
we  doubl  not  you  will  do. 

I  remain  Gentlemen, 

Your  Friend  &  Hbbe.  Serv. 
indorsee?. 
May  1, 1781. 


Pbes.  Rbed  to  Alexander  Fowler,  &c.,  1781. 

Gentlemen, 

Inclosed  you  will  receive  an  Appointment  of  this  Board  as  Audi- 
tors to  settle  the  Depreciation  Account  of  the  Eighth  Reg*  in  the 
Line  of  this  State,  &  also  to  pay  the  Gratuity  of  £9  each  to  such  of 
the  Men  as  are  enlisted  for  the  War,  &  the  like  Sum  as  a  Bounty  to 
any  new  Recruits  who  may  have  been  engaged. — We  do  not  ezpeet 
you  will  be  able  to  proceed  without  further  Instructions,  &  the 
several  Laws  which  have  passed  respecting  the  Depreciation,  but  as 
the  accounts  of  the  Artillery  Detachment  with  you  have  been  settled 
k  Certificates  given  at  the  Request  of  Cap^  Craig,  we  have  forwarded 
those  Certificates,  of  which  you  will  pay  one-third,  &  renew  them 
with  Certificates,  for  which  we  send  you  Blanks,  bearing  Int^  To 
enable  you  to  do  this  we  have  sent  you  by  Christopher  Hayes,  Esq', 
£971  11  9,  vis.,  £809  11  9  to  be  paid  for  the  one-third  Depreda- 
tion, &  £162  for  Gratuity  k  Bounties.  Cap*  Craig  informing  us  that 
there  are  two  or  three  of  his  men  who  are  entitled  to  Discharges  but 
will  inlist  sgain.  We  are  somewhat  apprehensive  that  this  seeming 
Attention  to  the  Detachment  of  Artillery  may  alarm  the  other  Regi- 
ment, who  are  equally  deserving ;  but  they  may  be  assured  that  as 
aoon  as  the  Instructions  can  be  prepared,  k  the  late  law  printed,  we 
shall  not  only  forward  you  all  necessary  Directions  for  Settlement| 
but  a  competent  Sum  of  Money  to  pay  them  their  Gratuity  Bounty 
k  one-third  Depreciation,  so  as  to  put  them  on  a  perfect  Equality 
with  the  other  Troops — we  do  not  imagine  this  will  exceed  2  or  8 
Weeks,  &  as  it  is  impossible  to  do  it  sooner  we  doubt  not  they  will 
be  content.  Mr.  Hayes  has  one  Act  of  Assembly  k  will  administer 
the  Oath  agreeable  to  s*  Law.— You  will  take  Receipts  on.  the  Back 
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of  the  oM  Gertifieaiea  ft  carefally  traQsmit  them  down  here  to  ns. 
We  depend  much  on  jonr  Care  ft  Attention  to  the  Intereeta  of  the 
State  as  well  as  the  Rights  of  the  Soldierji  ft  request  yon  to  keep 
regnlar  aec<*  of  yonr  Prooeedingn.  For  yoar  Trouble  Oonnoil  will 
nSke  you  a  suitable  Allowance^  ft  you  will  also  render  the  State  an 
aooeptable  aer?ice. 

I  am,  Oenty 

Your  Obed.  ft  Tery  Hbble.  Ser. 
Directedf 

Alexaoder  Fowler  &  William  Amberson^  Esq";  Fort  Pitt 
Indorsed,— Mhj  2,  1781. 


Pbbs.  Rbbd  to  Gol.  a.  Lochrey,  1781. 

Phikd.,  May  2,  1781. 
Sir, 

Your  Letter  of  the  17^^*  ult.  has  been  received  ft  laid  before  the 
Council.  We  are  sorry  to  hear  such  mournful  Accounts  from  your 
Oooiity,  ft  the  more  so  as  other  Counties  have  also  felt  the  Weight 
of  the  same  Affliction.  Having  for  a  Course  of  Years  made  every 
Tryal  which  we  eould  devise  for  the  Protection  of  the  Frontiers  we 
ean  add  nothing  new  on  this  Subject.  Surrounded  as  we  are  here  by 
the  Enemy,  and  embarrassed  with  inconeievable  Difficulties,  we  can 
only  supply  the  County  with  some  Money  ft  Ammunition  &  recom- 
mend to  you  to  have  Capt.  Stokely's  Company  raised  with  all  Des- 
patch ;  his  Instructions  ft  Commission  were  sent  you  by  Mr.  Duncan. 
The  Lieut*  of  the  Company  receive  £200  State  Money  for  recruiting, 
which  we  hope  he  has  employed  in  that  Business. — ^We  in  the 
mean  Time  oniered  the  Militia  of  Cumberland  County  to  march  to 
your  Support ;  as  this  Order  was  given  Six  Weeks  ago  we  presume 
they  must  be  arrived  in  the  County  before  this  Time. 

With  Respect  to  Ammunition  we  have  had  the  greatest  Difficulty 
to  procure  it,  there  not  being  1000'^  of  Lead  in  this  City.  You  ft 
the  Qentlemen  of  the  County  will  therefore  see  the  indispensable 
Necessity  of  using  it  with  Frugality  ft  preventing  all  Waste.  Coun- 
cil think  some  Precaution  should  be  taken  by  taking  a  Note  from 
«very  Man  for  what  he  receives  ft  for  which  he  should  agree  to  pay 
the  current  Price. 

With  Respect  to  the  Magazine  built  near  your  House,  Council  do 
by  no  meauB  approve  of  it,  aa  they  think  the  collecting  all  the 
ammunition  at  ooo  Place  is  exposing  it  to  the  Enemy,  ft  they  do 
not  wish  to  encourage  the  erectlDg  Buildings  without  being  pre- 
viously consulted.  Instead,  therefore,  of  keeping  the  whole  ammu- 
nition at  one  Place,  we  would  choose  it  should  bo  kept  at  sundry 
Places.  The  establbhing  a  Serjeant's  Ouard  therefore  appears 
unnecessary. 

*  Sea  page  18. 
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.  We  are  sorry  that  jour  Accounts  have  not  been  eompleted  as  tbe 
•urns  of  Money  sent  into  jour  Countj  &  unaccounted  for  have  long 
been  a  Subject  of  much  Uneasiness. 

The  Council  have  furnished  Mr.  Hajes  with  a  Sum  of  Monej 
for  the  present  Emergencies  of  tbe  Oountj,  out  of  which  Capt 
Stokelj  maj  draw  what  shall  be  neocssarj  for  raising  his  Companj. 
The  Line,  we  expect,  will  be  run  this  Spring,  which  we  hope  will 
give  considerable  Satis&ction  to  the  Countrj. 

I  am^  &c 
Indorsed^ 

1781,  Maj  2nd.  To  Archibald  Lochrj,  Esquire^  Lieutenant  of 
the  Countj  of  Westmorel'. 


Commiss'ers  of  Taxes  of  Phila.  Co.  to  Pres.  Beed,  1781. 

To  His  Exoellencj  the  President  and  the  Honourable  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council  of  the  Common  Wealth  of  Pennsjlvania. 

In  our  last  we  informed  jour  honourable  Board  what  we 
had  done  in  compljanoe  with  the  Law  for  compleatinff  the  Quota 
of  foederal  armj.  What  recruits  have  been  fumidied^bj  Uie 
Classes  in  consequence  of  it  'we  don't  know,  as  no  cetum  of 
them  has  been  made  to  us  bj  the  Lieutenants.  We  find  that 
230,000  Pounds  of  the  fines  incurred  bj  delinquent  Clanea  is 
paid  into  the  hands  of  the  Countj  Treasurer,  (chieflj  bj  the  City 
Collectors,)  and  we  presume  that  considerable  Sums  have  been 
Collected  in  the  Countj,  tho'  not  brought  into  the  Treasury.  Frotn 
the  reports  of  Collectors  we  apprehend  the  deficiencjs  in  thiS|  as  in 
other  Taxes  maj  be  occasioned  bj  large  Sums  being  due  from  the 
public  to  manj  of  the  Inhabitants  that  have  Certificates  for,  which 
will  not  be  received  for  Taxes,  and  who  cannot  other  wajs  command 
Cash.  Others  are  in  low  circumstances,  and  find  it  verj  difficult  to 
paj  the  manj  Taxes  thej  are  oall'd  upon  for.  Manj  others  finding 
the  Taxes  laid  in  Continental  Monej,  and  that  continuallj  lessening 
in  Value,  put  ofiF  pajment  that  thoj  maj  take  full  advantage  of  the 
depreciation,  which  in  this  view  it  is  their  Interest  to  promote. 
There  has  also  been  a  difficultj  in  obtaining  proper  Collectors,  for, 
altho'  we  have  fined  those  who  have  refused  to  Collect^  eiccept  in 
extraordinarj  Cases,  jet  some  few  of  the  Class  Duplicates  have  been 
delajed  on  that  account. 

We  are.  Gentlemen,  Your  meet  • 
Obed^  and  ver  j  Humb*  Serv**, 

GUNNING  BEDFORD, 
PRESLEY  BLAKISTON. 
Philad%Maj2*,178L 

Dirededf 
His  Exoellencj  Joseph  Reed^  Esq'^  President^  &o.,  &o. 
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David  Bittsrhouss  to  V.  P.  Moore,  1781. 

•  Wednesday,  May  2, 1781. 

UDinlling  to  trespass  on  year  time,  I  did  not  express  myself  so 
folly  on  the  Sabjeot  of  our  paper  Currency  as  I  intended,  I  must 
therefore  beg  leave  with  all  due  deference  to  communicate  my  further 
Thoughts  on  the  matter  in  writing.  I  have  no  doubt  but  it  was  in 
CoDsideratioB  of  the  Taxes  yet  outstanding  that  Council  have  hitherto 
Ibrbom  to  raise  the  rate  of  Exchange,  and  it  is  certainly  attended 
with  difficulty,  but  this  difficulty  will  not  be  removed  in  my  opinion 
bj  waiting  till  the  first  of  June,  on  the  contrary  there  is  every  reason 
for  Council  to  come  to  a  speedy  determination.  There  is  probably 
Mt  one  fourth  of  the  last  8  monthly  Taxes  yet  paid,  and  very  little 
will  be  paid  I  believe  during  the  Course  of  the  month,  the  continual 
expectation  of  the  Exchange  being  alterd  (the  necessity  of  which  is 
ifparent  to  every  body)  is  a  powei^uU  inducement  to  delay  payment, 
what  then  must  be  done  on  the  first  of  June?  Either  the  remaining 
Ikxca  must  bo  reduced  to  nothing,  or  we  must  continue  the  present 
iiie  of  Exchange  so  ruinous  to  aU  our  Currency,  or  else  Justice  muse 
be  done  between  the  public  and  Individuals,  so  far  as  the  nature 
of  the  thing  will  admit.  But  if  this  Justice  can  be  done  at  any  time 
hereafter,  why  mav  it  not  be  done  now.  I  conceive  it  may  be  done 
bj  a  Beaolution  of  Council  to  the  following  eficct. 

That  wheras  the  rate  of  Exchange  at  the  time  the  second  8  monthly 
Tkxes  began  to  be  levied  did  not  exceed  75,  and  as  there  is  no  reason 
thit  any  person  should  be  benefitted  by  delaying  payment,  Therefore 
the  outstandiug  Taxes,  at  whatever  time  hereafter  they  may  bo  paid, 
■hell  not'  be  paid  in  specie  or  new  Currency  at  any  easier  rate  than 
one  75th  part  of  the  sum  expressed  in  the  duplicate.  Notwithstand- 
ing that  the  Treasurer  be  directed  to  Exchange  the  new  money  for 
Continental  at  the  rate  of  one  for  175.  If  any  evil  consequence  can 
foUow  from  such  a  measure  I  conceive  it  will  only  be  that  the  Taxes 
will  he  paid  in  fast,  during  the  present  month,  in  Continental  money, 
which  ifl  the  very  thing  we  have  wished  for.  All  this  however  I 
nbniit  to  your  superior  Judgement. 

And  am,  Sir,  with  great  respect  &  Esteem, 

Your  most  obedient  Humble  Serv^ 

DAY*  RITTENHOUSE. 
Exeose  the  greatest  Haste. 

Honble  W-  Moore  Esq'. 

P.  8. 1  have  received  a  letter  from  M'  Henry  at  Lancaster  men- 
tioning the  dilBcaltiea  the  Collectors  are  under  respecting  the  MaJ7- 
liad  (^mventicm  money,  which  people  are  now  very  fond  of  impoaiQg 
VaL.IX.-< 
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on  theiDy  and  dcsinng  me  to  let  him  know  whether  it  mnst  be  refused, 
at  all  events,  I  beg  you  will  lay  the  matter  before  Council,  and  let 
ine  have  their  opinion  in  writing,  similar  applications  have  been  made 
from  several  other  County  Treasures. 

D.  KITTENHOUSE. 


John  Nicholson  to  Pjeies.  Rbed,  1781. 

Lancaster,  May  2»*,  1781. 
Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  Honor  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  I  have 
finished  the  business  at  Downingstown  and  this  place.  I  set  out  this 
Afternoon  for  Carlisle.  Mr.  Henry  informs  me  the  money  is  not 
yet  come  to  hand.  I  have  about  £3000  of  the  last  £10,000  yet 
remaining,  which  will  make  a  beginoing  at  Carlisle.  M'  Henry  will 
forward  the  other  sum  by  express  the  moment  he  receives  it;  If  it 
should  not  yet  be  on  the  way  I  shall  run  out  before  I  receive  that 
supply.  It  will  not  take  more  than  £12,000  in  addition,  ^I  think) 
to  compleat  the  business.  I  left  £300  at  Dowingtown  with  M'  Moore 
for  paying  of  the  residue  of  the  Gratuity  &  Bounty  Miftiey.  M' 
Henry  does  not  want  any.  Carlisle  i|  the  only  place  where  any 
more  will  be  requisite  for  that  purpose. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  the  greatest  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  Most 
Obed<  Humble  servant. 

JN-  NICHOLSON. 
Directed^ 

His  Exc'y  Joseph  Reed^  Esquire,  Prcsid't  Ex.  Council. 


John  Thome  to  Pres.  Heed,  1781. 

Lebanon,  8d  Mayj  1781. 
Sir, 

On  consulting  Maj''  Grier,  the  present  Commanding  officer  of  the 
Sixth  Pennsylvania  Regiment  stationed  at  this  Place,  and  bavins 
carefully  examined  the  List  of  the  Names  of  the  Noncommissioned 
officers  and  Soldiers  of  the  said  Regiment  who  are  intitled  to  Gratu- 
ities, I  find  that  it  will  require  the  Sum  of  Twelve  hundred  Pounds 
to  pay  the  Gratuities. 

The  Bounty  and  Levy  Monies  for  the  new  Recruits'  who  have 
already  been  attested  before  me,  amount  to  about  threo  hundred 
Pounds;  and  the  orders  I  have  had  of  Council  on  the  County  Treas- 
urer are  only  for  one  thousand  Pounds,  whereof  Col.  Humpton  drew 
One  hundred  Pounds  in  Consequence  of  a  Resolve  of  your  HoDonr- 
ri>ie  Board. 
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The  BouDtj  Monies  I  have  paid  new  Recruits  who  were  attested 
elsewhere,  belonging  to  the  Sixth  Regiment  are  considerable,  and 
those  who  have  not  jet  received  their  Gratuities  being  very  uneasy 
and  clamorous,  and  the  orders  in  my  Favour  not  being  oompeteot  to 
discharge  and  pay  ofif  the  Soldiers ;  therefore  the  Bearer  Maj'  Paine 
waits  on  your  Excellency  and  Council  for  the  sum  of  Seven  hundred 
Pounds  State  Money.  I  have  already  paid  eighty-five  Soldiers  their 
Gratuities,  and  for  that  Purpose  and  for  paying  the  new  Recruits  I 
have  borrowed  upwards  of  one  hundred  Pounds,  besides,  advancing 
one  hundred  Pounds  of  my  own  Money. 

If  your  Excellency  and  'Coancil  do  not  send  me  a  Sum  sufficient 

;  to  discharge  the  Bounties  and  G-ratuities,  the  Consequences  I  an% 

afraid  will  not  only  be  attended  with  Mutiny,  but  I  will  be  obliged 

to  abandon  my  House,  as  the  Soldiery  have  tormented  me  hourly 

•for  upwards  of  four  weeks  past. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient 
&  very  humble  Serv^ 

JOHN  THOME. 
Directed.  # 
To  His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed,  Esqr. 


David  RirrENnousB  to  Pbks.  Reed,  1781. 

Friday  afternoon. 
Sir, 

I  hope  I  have  not  misunderstood  the  Intention  of  Council.  Some 
of  the  Collectors  were  with  me  on  Wednesday  Evening  to  enquire 
how  they  were  to  act  on  the  present  occassion,  I  assure  them  that 
they  were  to  go  on  as  herc#fore,  viz,  to  receive  the  Sums  Assessed 
in  their  Duplicates  in  Continental  Money,  but  if  State  money  was 
offered  to  take  it  at  75  of  the  sum  Expressed.  I  did  not  know  that 
the  Resolve  of  Council  was  published  'till  this  minute,  to  me  it  ap- 
pears doubtful],  &  I  find  it  is  by  some  understood  as  a  prohibition 
of  the  Collectors  from  receiving  the  nominal  sum  in  the  old  money, 
I  hope  this  is  not  the  case  as  it  would  not  only  be  extremely  un- 

ripular  but  does  not  se^ra  to  mo  warranted  by  any  Law.    If  in  this 
am  wrong  I  beg  to  be  better  informed. 
I  am.  Sir, 

with  great  Respect  &  Esteem 

your  most  obedient  Hum'l  Serv't^ 

DAV'D  RITTENHOUSE. 
Directed, 
To  His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  State  in  OountvL 
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Gen.  Washington  to  Prks.  Rbbd,  1781. 

Sir, 

Head  Quartenu  New  Windsor, 
5th  May,  1781. 

I  have  been  honoured  with  your  excellency's  favor  of  the  14th  of 
April,  inclosing  a  remonstrance  of  Colonel  Proctor  and  the  oflieen 
of  bis  Regiment  against  the  promotion  of  Captain  Buatace  to  a 
Majority  in  it,  and  the  late  annexation  of  Captain  Simonds — ^I  am 
not  a  little  surprized  to  see  Field  officers,  who  certainly  are  aoqnuB- 
ted  with  the  principles  of  promotion  which  have  been  nnderBtood 
and  practiced  upon  for  more  than  two  years  in  the  line  of  Artillery 
and  Cavalry,  joining  their  subordinate  officers  in  oomplaintSi  whiohy 
upon  investigation,  will  be  found  groundless.  But  I  am  happy  in 
addressing  myself  upon  this  occasion  to  your  Excellency,  who,  hav- 
ing been  upon  the  several  Committees  of  arrangments  in  the  year 
1778,  must  reccollect  the  various 'modes  of  promotion  which  were 
then  talked  of,  and  the  reasons  which  led  to  the  final  adoption  of 
the  present  system  at  the  White  plains.  • 

The  Error,  which  Colonel  Proctor  and  his  officers  is  in  lies  in  sup- 
posing that  their  regiment,  previous  to  the  arrangment  of  October 
the  3d,  1780,  belonged  to  any  particular  state — It  is  true  Pennsyl* 
vania  had  credit  for  them  as  part  of  her  quotas  but  was  not  consid- 
ered as  having  a  right  to  interpose  in  making  new  appointments  or 
promotions  after  they  were  annexed  to  the  Continent  in  1777. 

The  resolves  of  September  16tb,  1776,  and  November  24th,  1778, 
which  they  quote,  relate  merely  to  the  lines  of  Infantry  belonging 
to  the  several  states,  and  as  an  indubitable  proof  of  this,  the  several 
States,  tho'  extreemely  tenacious  of  their  rights  of  making  new  ap- 
pointments and  confining  promotions  ip  their  lines  of  infantry,  have 
never  in  one  single  instance,  attempt^  an  interferenoo  in  those  of 
artillery  and  Cavalry,  which  have  been  understood  to  be  linei 
belonging  to  the  Continent  at  large. 

If  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased,  for  your  further  sstisfactioii 
to  refer  to  the  resolve  of  the  24th  of  November,  1778,  founded 
upon  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  arrangment  at  White  plainsi  yea 
will  find  throughout  the  whole  of  it,  a  distinction  made  between  ths 
lines  of  States,  which  were  the  Infantry  and  the  lines  of  Cavali^f 
and  Artillery. 

The  Gentlemen  are  pleased  to  observe,  that  the  promotion  of 
Captain  Eustice  to  a  Majority  in  their  regiment  was  partial  and  the 
only  instance  which  has  happened  in  the  line  of  Artillery  during 
the^  war.  They  will  upon  reflection  find  that  it  is  the  only  instance 
which  oould  possibly  have  happened  Major  Forrest  succeeded  to  the 
Lieu*  Colonelcy  by  the  Death  of  Colonel  Strabach  and  Captaia 
Sustice  as  eldest  Captain  in  the  line  of  Artillery — ^To  ths  vaoant 
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majority  There  bave  been  ^o  other  oooasions  for  promotions  of 
Field  offioerB  in  the  line  of  Artillery  or  they  wonld  have  taken 
place  in  the  same  way,  npon  the  same  principles.  This  Rnle  has 
been  so  invariably  pnrsn«l  in  the  line  of  Cavalry  which  is  npon 
the  same  footing  with  that  of  the  Artillery,  that  the  officers  sue- 
eeeding  to  vacancies  have  come  and  gone  from  one  extremity  of 
the  Continent  to  the  other  to  take  their  new  Commands. 

The  annezation  of  Captain  Simonds  with  his  Company  and  Cap- 
tain Porter  with  his  to  Colonel  Proctors  regiment  was  a  matter  of 
necessity,  and  done  in  consequence  of  the  new  arrangment  of  tho 
army  by  the  resolve  of  the  3d  of  October  i780.  Those  Companies 
tho'  originally  raised  in  Pennsylvania  had  been  annexed  to  Colonel 
Lambs  Battalion,  and  Captain  Simonds  had,  in  conrse  of  promotion 
foeceeded  to  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Captain 
Lee — Lambs  regiment  had  by  these  means,  two  Companies  more 
than  the  arrangement  allowed,  and  Proctors  two  less,  it  was  certainly 
then  proper  to  transfer  Porter  and  Simonds  to  the  latter,  more 
6spe<»ally  as  their  Companies  had  been  aa  I  before  mentioned,  raised 
in  Pennsylvania.  But  it  conld  not  be  snppoeed  that  Captain  Sim- 
onds was  to  be  deprived  of  his  Rank  becanse  he  was  not  a  Ponnsyl- 
yanian.  The  officers  of  Colonel  Lambs  Battalian,  who  are  Yorkers 
might  with  equal  justice  say  that  all  those  of  Connecticut  were 
Arusi  in  npon  them,  (to  use  the  remonstrants  own  word)  when  that 
regiment  was  allotted  to  the  state  of  New  York. 

After  the  regiments  of  Cavalry  and  Artillery  had  been,  by  the 
resolve  of  the  3d  of  October  last,  allotted  to  particular  States,  it 
beeame  a  doubt  whether  the  rules  of  promotion  which  had  before 
governed  could  with  propriety  be  longer  practiced  under.  I  there- 
fore wrote  to  Congress  on  th#  subject,  ana  that,  with  several  other 
regulations  respecting  rank,  is  now  under  their  consideration,  but 
whatever  may  be  thm  determination,  it  cannot  affisct  former  pro- 
motions. 

I  cannot  oondude  this  subject  without  remarking  that  Colonel 
Proctor,  upon  the  9th  of  April,  sent  in  his  resignation  to  me,  alledg- 
iDg  that  the  situation  of  his  private  affairs  obliged  him  to  quit  the 
service.  He  need  not  then  upon  the  19th  have  ugned  a  remon* 
stranoe  and  accompanied  it  with  a  threat  that  he  would  resign  if  the 
prayer  was  not  granted. 

The  representation  which  Colonel  Blaine  made  to  me,  of  the 
Council  having  ordered  the  State  Agent  to  send  no  more  supplies  to 
the  Army,  was  founded  upon  a  letter  which  he  had  received  from 
his  Deputy  in  Philadelphia.  That  I  might  not  misapprehend  a 
matter  which  appeared  to  me  of  a  very  singular  nature,  I  call'd 
npon  Colonel  Blaine  for  an  official  account  in  writing,  with  which  he 
furnished  me,  and  which  I  transmitted  to  Congress.  I  also  trans- 
mitted the  accounts  respecting  Fort  Pitt  as  I  received  them  from 
Colonel  Broadhead,  and  cannot  therefore  be  answerable  for  any  mis- 
repieaentatiopa  of  his.    Now  I  am  npon  the  subject  of  provisions^  I 
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beg  leave  to  addrete  myself  moat  seriooaly  to  year  EzcelleDV  and  the 
Council  upon  our  present  situation  in  respect  to  flour,  and  to  point 
out  the  consequences  which  must  ensue  if  we  are  not  liberally  anp- 
plied  by  the  State  with  that  article.  I  must  take  the  liberty  of  pre- 
mising that  by  the  information  I  have  received  from  the  Commissary 
General,  there  is  a  great  deficiency  of  the  quotas  required  by  the 
requisitions  of  1779  and  1780.  There  are,  by  accounts,  about  two 
thousand  Barrels  between  this  place  and  Trenton — I  do  not  learn 
that  there  are  any  quantities  at  the  places  of  deposit  within  the 
State.  By  the  transference  of  so  considerable  a  part  of  the  War  to 
the  southward,  the  supplies  of  Maryland  and  Virginia  must  be 
turned  toward  that  quarter — Jersey,  which  has  been  the  principal 
residence  of  the  army  for  several  Campaigns,  has  furnished  such 
quantities  of  Hay  and  Grain,  Forage  and  often  times  Meat  in  the 
Hour  of  distress,  that  we  cannot  expect  a  regular  supply  of  the 
specific  articles  demanded  of  her,  in  addition  to  what  is  taken  by 
impress  and  other  means.  New  York,  I  may  say  with  truth,  hath 
exhausted  her  Credit  and  resources,  not  that  there  is  no  Flour  yei 
remaining,  but  Government  have  strained  their  exertions  to  that 
height,  that  the  people  have  almost  been  driven  to  open  reuatanoe : 
Indeed  they  are  under  very  peculiar  circumstances,  totally  deprived 
of  Commerce  and  the  most  valuable  part  of  their  State  in  the  hands 
of  the  enemy.  Had  it  not  been  for  a  most  vigorous  step  which 
Governor  Ciinton  ventured  to  take  in  the  fore  part  of  the  winter, 
the  armv  must  have  disbanded  for  want  of  Bread,  as  our  magasincs 
were  exhausted,  and  transportation  by  land  was  impraoticable,  had 
there  been  any  thing  to  act  upon.  He  seised  several  hundred 
Barrels  in  the  hands  of  private  Merchants  which  they  had  parohased 
up  to  exchange  for  other  articles.  Tho  New  England  States,  as  they 
do  not  produce  Flour,  are  called  upon  for  none — Our  dependance 
must  then  be  upon  Delaware  and  Pennsylvania — Their  supplies  are 
ample  and  means  must  be  found  to  draw  them  out  or  the  army  must 
disband,  as  there  is  no  other  resource.  In  the  present  embarrassed 
state  of  Finance,  little  can  bo  expected  from  the  operation  of  paper 
money — Specific  demands  should  therefore,  in  my  opinion,  be  made 
upon  the  people,  and  if  they  do  not  comply  with  them,  they  oannot 
oom  plain  of  compulsory  measures.  I  would  not  be  understood  to  dictate 
to  your  Excellency  and  the  Council  the  means  they  ought  to  .pursue, 
but  I  think  it  a  duty  which  I  owe  the  public,  and  it  is  a  liberty 
which  I  daily  take  with  the  States,  which  furnish  the  different  sup* 
plies  for  the  army,  to  call  upon  them  in  the  most  pointed  manner 
for  the  articles  in  which  they  are  doficient,  and  to  tell  them  without 
reserve  what  must  be  the  consequences  of  a  noncompliance  with  th» 
requisitions  made  upon  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  Respect  and  Esteem, 

your  Excellency's  most  obed*  Servant* 

G-  WASHINGTON. 
P.  8.;  7tL    By  letters  just  reoeived  from  Brig.  General  Glintop, 
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who  oommands  at  Albany,  I  am  very  apprehensive  that  the  import- 
ant post  of  Fort  Schuyler  will  be  abandoned  for  want  of  provisions. 
To  prevent  this  if  possible,  I  have  sent  o£f  every  Barrel  of  Beef  in 
the  MagaxinOi  (being  only  34)  and  shall  trust  to  contingencies  for  a 
mpply.  I  mention  theee  things  to  your  Excellency  to  convince  you 
•f  the  necessity  of  making  the  exertions  I  have  recommended,  and 
to  shew  the  dreadful  consequences  which  must  follow  a  non  compli- 
ance. I  have  written  as  pressingly  io  the  Eastern  States  for  a 
supply  of  Meat  aa  I  have  to  you  for  that  of  Flour. 

G*  WASHINGTON. 

Hia  Szeellency  Governor  Reed. 


John  Yakoamprn  to  Pres.  Reed,  1781. 

Lower  Smithfield^  May  5;  1781. 
Honoured  Sir, 

I  have  this  Day  duly  received  your  Excellency's  kind  Letter 
dsfted  the  first  inst.,  with  the  Money  sent  to  me  to  be  appropriated 
ht  tiie  Safety  of  the  distres'd  Inhabitants  of  this  County.  I  do 
you,  Sir,  nothing  shall  be  wanted  on  my  Part  to  execute 
Matter  recommended  to  me  by  Council.  Unless  a  Prospect 
\  of  having  Services  done^  I  shall  not  make  Use  of  the  Money 
m  any  Part  thereof. 

I  am  Sir  with  the  greatest  Esteem, 

your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  humble  Serv^ 

JOHN  VAN  CAMPEN. 


Council  to  Gen.  Wayne,  1781. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  May  7th,  1781. 
Seaolved,  That  (General  Wayne  be  requested  to  furnish  this  Board 
with  a  list  of  the  officers  of  Artillery  going  with  the  detachment  to 
tiM  Southward^  under  his  Command. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

JAMES  TRIMBLE, 
for  TY.  MATLACK,  Sec'y. 
To  Oeneral  Wayne. 
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QesL  Wayhb  to  Coukcil,  1781. 

7th  May,  1781. 
There  are  one  Majori  three  Oaptaini,  three  Captain  Ideate.,  ft 
three  Lientenanta  ordered  with  the  Detaehment  from  the  Reipaeni 
of  Artillery. 

ANTY  WAYNB,  B.  G-* 
N.  6.     Colo.  Forest  oan  uumiah  the  namea  if  neoeaaarj. 
The  Hon'ble  GonneiL 


Extracts   of  a  Letter   from   Gbnl.   WASHiNaTON   to 
Congress,  1781. 

May  8th,  1781. 
''  Yonr  Excelleney  will  peroeiYo  by  eopiea  of  .letters  from  Oen 
Heath  of  the  6th  instant,  &  from  Brig.  Oenl.  Clinton  of  the  30th 
Apill  ft  4  inatant,  to  what  an  aUrming  situation  we  are  rednoed  at 
these  posts,  and  on  the  northern  frontier.  Upon  the  ie<^  of  Oenl. 
Clinton's  letter  of  30  Ult.,  I,  upon  the  5th  sent  off  to  Albany  34 
burela  of  beef)  whioh  was  every  ounce  in  the  Maganne)  and  50 
barrels  of  flour.  I  am  now,  upon  reoeiving  the  letter  of  4th,  aendinf 
off  100  out  of  131  barrels  in  tbe  magasine;  of  meat  I  haye  not  % 
barrel  to  send.  The  quarter  master  is  unable  to  transport  what  is  at 
the  distant  Magazines,  and  tbe  states  neither  do  that  nor  send  o» 
beef  cattle,  agreeably  to  requisition.  I  am  sorry  that  I  am  obliged 
so  often  to  wound  the  feelings  of  Congress  with  aoeonnta  of  our 
distressed  situation  on  the  score  of  provisions,  but  doty  edla  upon 
me  to  represent  what  it  is  not  in  my  power,  by  my  utmost  exer- 
tions, to  prevent.  Of  this  I  am  certain,  that  if  there  is  not  a  very 
great  and  sudden  ohanffc  of  measures,  it  will  be  next  to  impoasible 
to  keep  the  army  together.'' 


Board  of  War  to  Pres.  Reed,  1781. 

War  Office,  May  8th;  1781. 
Sir, 

General  Wayne  has  applied  to^us  for  Fifty  Head  of  Cattle,  to  go 
with  the  Detachment  to  tbe  Southward ;  on  consulting  with  the 
Commissary  General  we  find  the  Cattle  cannot  be  fumbhed  by  him ; 
and  that  the  only  certain  way  of  procuring  them  is  by  purchasing  or 
impressing,  as  he  doubts  whether  a  sufficient  number  can  be  had  in 
time  from  the  State  Agents.  The  general  has  suggested  to  us  the 
propriety  of  impowering  him  to  impress  Cattle ;  but  as  we  have  no 
authority  for  that  purpose,  we  submit  to  your  Honors  the  Expe- 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  Xn.,  p.  719. 
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dtenej  of  giving  him  that  Liberty,  in  case  he  shall  not  be  snffi- 
eientlj  eapplied  by  the  State  Commissaries.  This  is  a  Measure 
extremely  disagreeable  to  08,  as  we  are  oonviooed  it  most  be  to  you ; 
bat  the  Exigency  of  the  case  is  such  that  we  could  not  avoid  men- 
tioning it  for  your  Consideration. 
We  have  the  Honour  to  be. 

With  the  greatest  Respect, 

Your  Excellency's  very  obed.  Servt., 

WILL-  GRAYSON. 
By  order. 
His  Excellency,  Preside  Reed. 


John  Bbatty  to  Pbes.  Bbed,  1781. 

Prince  Town,  May  8, 1781. 
&r, 

The  militia  of  this  State  requiring  for  their  better  government  & 
Regularity  in  Military  Duty  the  offices  of  Adjutant  &  Inspector 
Generals,  &  learning  that  such  appointments  subsist  in  the  State  of 
Pen*,  I  am  desired  by  a  Board  of  Officers  to  make  inquiry  &  report 
the  Principles  upon  whio)^  they  were  Instituted,  &  the  particular 
line  of  conduct  marked  out  by  the  Legislature  for  the  due  Ezccution 
of  these  offices,  as  well  as  the  salarys  annexed  thereto.  For  this 
parpose  I  am  now  to  entreat  your  Excell'  will  direct  your  Secretary 
to  write  me  on  this  Subject,  &  inclose  me  (if  any  there  are)  such 
lets  of  the  Oouncillor  Legislature  as  may  have  been  passed  in  the 
lostitution  &  direction  of  these  appointments.  I  am  sorry  to  givo 
yoar  Excell^  this  trouble,  bat  must  plead  the  public  good  as  my 
tpology. 

ihave  the  Honour  to  be  with  the  highest  respect 

Your  Excell'*  most  obed*  Hum*  ServS 

JNO.  BEATTT. 

Hr.  Olarkson,  the  gentlemen  who  delivers  you  this  letter,  wilt 
^t  00  your  Excell',  previous  to  his  leaving  the  city  for  an  answer. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq"",  President. 
Mr.  Clarkson. 


0.  J.  McEeahp  to  Prbs.  Reed,  1781. 

Sir, 

,  You  win  receive  inclosed  herewith  the  records  of  the  attainders  of 
^%ht  capital  offenders,  who  have  received  sentence  of  death  in  the 
coart  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  and  General  Goal  Delivery  held  for  this 
^J  &  county^  and  at  a  court  of  Admiralty  Sessions  for  the  Stata  of 

6» 


126  PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1781. 

Pennsylvania  heM  nnder  an  Ordinanoe  of  Oongreaa.  The  eases  of 
Thomas  McGulIey  and  Isaao  Oreen,  jnn%  appear  to  ns  to  be  the 
most  fevorable ;  the  former  stands  convietea  of  a  burglary  on  pre- 
snmptive  evidenoe  not  the  most  violent;  the  injnrj  done  was  out 
small,  to  wity  stealiDg  five  turkeys  &  a  goose  out  of  the  eellar  of  a 
mansion  house^  and  he  is  a  young  man.  The  other  stands  attainted 
of  Treason  in  virtue  of  a  Proclamation  of  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council  founded  on  the  Aet  for  the  attainder  of  divers  traitors,  &c. ;  * 
ho  had  been  induoed  to  inlist  in  James's  company  of  Refugee  Horse, 
and  deserted  from  them  at  the  White  Plains,  delivered  up  his  horse 
&  accoutrements,  and  procured  a  Pass  from  the  Adjutant  General  to 
return  to  Chester  county,  where  he  formerly  resided ;  thb  he  con- 
sidered as  cancelling  his  former  transgressions,  and  did  not  therefore 
surrender  himself.  It  appears  to  be  rather  politic  to  encourage  such 
desertions  in  the  privates  by  eztendiug  mercy  to  them.  For  these 
reasons  we  beg  leave  to  reeommend  the  said  Thomas  MoCuUej  and 
Isaao  Green,  jun',  to  Your  Excellency  and  the  Councill  for  paeons 
on  such  conditions  as  you  may  think  most  proper. 
We  are,  Shr,  with  great  regard. 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  humble  servants, 

THO.  MoKBAN. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed^  Esquire,  Presidenti  &e.y  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Pbbs.  Bbbd  to  thb  Wardbns,  1781. 

Gentlemen^ 

^  The  Importanoe  &  Necessity  of  redeeming  &  supportinff  the  pub- 
lic Credit  are  so  obvious  that  we  wish  to  proceed  with  all  eonven- 
lent  Dispatch  to  the  Sale  of  the  City  Lots  which  are  pledged  for  the 
Redemption  of  the  Bills  of  Credit  of  this  State  issued  od  the  29th 
April;  1780. — But  as  many  Persons  have  possesssd  themselves  of 
great  Numbers  of  these  Lots  without  auy  Title  or  just  Pretence,  it 
will  be  necessary  before  any  Appropriation  can  be  made  for  the 
above  Purpose  that  you  should,  under  the  Powers  lately  given  you 
by  Act  of  Assembly,  make  Inquiry  into  the  State  of  those  Lots,  k 
open  to  public  Use  ail  such  as  have  been  taken  up  by  Individuals  on 
any  other  Authority  than  the  Law  above  referred  to  admits.  Besides 
the  Necessity  of  its  being  done  before  we  can  proceed  to  any  Sale,  it 
is  a  Duty  owing  to  the  poorer  Inhabitants  of  this  City  to  give  them 
the  Benefit  of  the  Common  8greeabI{S  to  ancient  Stipulation  & 
Usage. 

I  am^  Gen., 

Your  Obed.  Hbbl. 

PireeUdf   . 

The  Wardens  of  Ae  City  of  Philad. 
Indorud^UV  »,  178L. 
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PfiKS.  Brd  to  Col.  Jaoob  Morgait,  Jb.,  1781« 


It  is  nraeb  the  Wish  of  tbe  Coanoil  to  obtain  as  perfect  a  State 
tt  poBsible  of  the  Supplies  fornished  &  which  may  reasonably  h4 
expected  by  the  Time  the  Assembly  meets.  Ton  will  therefore  as 
soon  as  possible  forward  to  each  Gommisnoner  a  Letter  requesting 
the  fullest  ft  speediest  Information  on  this  Subject.  Yon  will  please 
to  observe  that  by  the  Bequisition  of  Congress  dated  the  4^  Nov, 
1780,  the  following  articles  were  required  at  the.  several  Periods 
therein  ment',  vis— 

[Here  we  would  insert  the  Resolves  4<^  Inst ,  page  859.} 

We  would  particularly  wish  to  baye  information  on  the  following 
Pitfticulars. 

First,  Whether  there  is  a  sufficient  Quantity  of  Grain  in  this 
State  to  supply  the  Demsnd  before  the  next  Harvest. 

Sesondly,  What  are  the  current  Prices  of  Wheat  distinguishing 
the  Difference  if  any  between  sale  in  Hard  money^  New  Continent^ 
Money  or  State  money  properly  so  called. 

Thirdly,  What  is  the  State  of  their  Debts  respectively. 

Fourthly,  What  Prospects  they  have  of  procuring  the  Supplies 
with  the  State  money  lately  issued,  dated  April  7*%  1781. 

^ftlily,  What  are  the  Difficulties  &  obstructions  they  meet  with 
in  completing  the  Purchases. 

I  am  Sir 

your  oted. 

Jacob  Morgan^  Esq.,  Superintend,  &c 
Indoned, 
May  8th,  1781. 


Col.  Saml.  Milis  to  Pres.  Reed,  1781. 

Philad%  May  8«»,  1781. 
Sir, 
^  I  had  the  Honor  of  receiving  your  Excellencies  letter  this  morning, 
ineloring  the  Petition  of  Samuel  Bautcher,  accompanied  with  his 
^oeoant  M'  Bautcher  has  misrepresented  the  fact  with  respect 
to  me.  I  have  never  refused  to  settle  with  any  of  the  Waggon 
Bttters  in  his  situation ;  and  have  settled  his  pay  roll  in  the  manner 
k  has  exhibited  it,  but,  as  the  money  for  the  payment  of  those 
toams  was,  by  a  Resolution  of  Council  to  be  advanced  by  this  state 
on  the  order  of  Congress,  I  told  him  I  could  not  pay  the  monev 
nntill  I  received  such  order  which  I  apply'd  for  early  last  fall,  k 
Ittre  renewed  my  application  once  or  twice  sineei  k  ha?»  not  yet 
obtttnM  it. 
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The  money  I  borrowed  from  the  state  some  time  ago,  was  appro- 
priate as  far  as  it  went  to  the  payment  of  the  waggons  eall'd  into 
service  by  order  of  the  Hon^^«  the  Gonncil,  but  as  Congress  have 
directed  that  money  to  be  repaid^  instead  of  Issuing  a  warrant  for 
the  Balance  of  the  Estimate,  I  am  apprehensive  thev  do  not  mean 
to  enable  me  to  pay  those  waggons  agreeable  to  the  intention  & 
expectation  of  Council. 

I  have  however  regularly  settled  with  all  that  have  apply'd  to  me 
for  that  purpose,  but  till  I  obtain  money  it  is  impossible  for  me  to 
pay  any  of  them. 

Perhaps  the  Idea  of  Congress  may  b^,  that  the  state  should  pay 
those  waggons  in  the  first  instance  &  make  a  Charge  of  it,  bat  this 
is  conjecture  only,  I  have  never  heard  a  hint  of  the  kind. 
'  I  shonld  be  exceedingly  glad  the  people  could  be  paid,  and  as  the 
waggons  were  call'd  out  by  order  of  tne  Executive  powers  of  the 
iftate,  and  the  mode  pointed  out  by  that  power  has  not,  and  I  fear 
from  the  circumstances  already  related,  will  not  be  comply'd  with| 
would  there  be  any  impropriety  in  Council's  taking  the  matter  up, 
flo  as  to  asoertain  soma  mode  by  whiph  the  people  may  obtain  their 
money  ? 

I  hope  you  will  excuse  the  freedom  I  have  taken  &  believe  me 
io  be 

your  Excellencies  most  obed* 

&  most  Humble  scrv', 

SAM»  MILES,  D.  Q.  M.  for  Ponns*. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed,  Esq"*.,  Presid*  of  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania. 


John  Hart  to  Pres.  Reed,  1781. 

Newtown,  May  10th,  1781. 
Sir, 

Yonr  Excellencv's  Letter  of  the  7'^  of  April  last  came  to  Hand 
the  16^*>  two  Days  before  which  I  had  paid  most  of  the  Soldiers  here 
.their  third  Bounty,  they  being  nnder  marching  Orders  and  very 
importunate,  and  as  Gen^  Potter  had  given  me  his  Opinion  that  it 
might  not  be  improper  so  to  do— If  I  had  Money.     No  ill  Conse- 

Jnenoes  arose  from  it,  as  none  of  the  Men  afterwards  deserted. — 
ndeed  the  greater  Part  of  them  had  a  stronger  Tie  of  Prevention 
than  the  Non  payment  of  that  Bounty — namely,  their  arrears  of 
•monthly  Pay  and  Depreciation. 

.  Your  Excellency  desires  my  Opinion  as  to  the  Reasons  of  the  bad 
Success  in  recruiting  this  Regm*.  There  may  be  several,  but  I 
believe  Uie  principal  one  is — the  Situation  of  the  post  in  a  part 
of  the  Country  where  there  are  very  few  Men  that  will  enliaL    I 
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iuTe  likewise  heard  the  Offieers  oomplain  that  their  allow&aoe  of 
leTj  mooej  waa  ao  amall  that  it  did  not  enable  them  to  travel  on  the 
Serrioe;  ao  that  if  there  has  been  any. Want  of  Exertion  in  thcm»  it 
perhapi  may  be  placed  to  that  Account.  However  the  Regiment 
naa  increaBed  faster  latterly — its  number  now  within  my  knowledge 
is  about  One  hundred  &  forty ;  but  not  many  of  these  are  now  Han(hi. 
There  have  been  a  Number  attested  before  me  who  had  never  been 
diachar^^i  some  of  whom  daimed  a  Discharge  as  their  Bight^  but 
were  willing  to  re-enlist,  and  others  were  willing  because  their  former 
Enlistments  were  lost,  &  to  oblige  their  Officers.  I  wait  the  Direo- 
tiona  of  Council  whether  on  these  Re*Inlistment  I  am  to  pay  the 
Officers  &  Sergeants  the  three  Dollars. 

There  are  some  Enlistments,  taken  in  Philadelphia,  which  I  have 
not  had,  particularly  of  two  Men  at  work  in  the  Laboratory,  who 
have  been  up  for  their  second  and  third  Bounties,  &  returned  disa|>- 
pointed;  Abo  some  Enlistments  taken  in  Chester  County  before 
Thomas  Taylor  Esq'* — but  these  last  men  are  gone  with  the  Detach- 
ment, &  I  suppose  are  now  out  of  my  Reach.  Begging  Pardon  for 
the  Delay  of  this. 

I  remain,  Sir, 

your  Excellency's  most  obedient 

and  very  humble  ServS 

JOHN  HART. 

llis  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  £sq'%  President  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania. 


Prbs.  Rbeb  to  Charlss  Pbttit  and  Clement  Biddlb^ 

1781. 

May  10, 1781. 

To  Charles  Pettit  &  Clement  Biddle,  Esq". 
Gentlemen, 

I  have  thought  much  and  seriously  on  the  present  State  of  our 
AflUre  &  of  the  Proposal  made  that  Council  should  recommend  the 
pMBing  of  the  State  money  a&  it  did  before  the  !•*  May.  The  more 
leoDsidered  it  the  greater  the  Difficulties  appeared,  however  I  stated 
it  to  the  Council  but  they  are  unanimously  against  tbo  Proposition 
which  they  consider  in  Effect  sanctifying  a  Depreciation  in  the  Face 
of  an  Act  of  Assembly  of  which  they  see  no  End — &  from  past 
Sxperience  they  doubt  whether  any  Agreement  of  this  Kind  will  be 
nspeoted  but  for  a  day  or  two.  It  is  alledged  that  such  an  Agree- 
ment was  made  at  the  Instance  of  the  Council  on  the  first  State 
Money  &  immediately  violated.  A  like  Agression  about  4  months 
tgo  fixing  the  Exchange  at  75,  but  Prices  immediately  were  raised 
BO  as  to  effect  a  Depreciation  severely  felt  by  the  laboring  Poor  & 
middle  Chisa  of  People.    Such  InstoBces  neoeesarily  destroy  future 
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Oonfidenee  ft  a  Repetition  we  fear  would  be  deem'd  in  the  present 
One  onlj  a  palliating  Sxpedient  which  innst  in  the  End  inorease  the 
Evil.  In  this  Choice  of  Diffionlties  therefore  we  hare  as  the  only 
safe  resting  Place  thought  proper  to  reoar  to  the  true  Principles  of 
^  Gk>Temment  which  suppose  the  Legislature  to  speak  the  Sense  of 
the  People  ft  to  make  the  Laws  the  rule  of  our  Judgment  ft  Gonductw 
These  we  are  sworn  to  execute  ft  while  in  the  Discharge  of  our  Duty 
are  ready  to  meet  any  Consequences — being  conscious  that  nothing 
has  been  wanting  on  our  Part  to  prevent  the  Evils  which  hang  over 
us. 

JEaving  long  foreseen  that  from  the  Peculiarity  of  our  Situation 
the  Day  would  come  when  every  good  Man  would  wish  the  Energy 
of  Government  sufficient  to  supply  that  Spirit  which  once  animated 
ns  in  the  publick  Cause  we  cannot  but  regret  the  Disunion  the 
unkind  Strictures  and  Want  of  due  Respect  ft  Support  (not  to  men- 
tion  private  Aspersions)  which  has  attended  this  Govemm*  ft  those 
who  administer  it  ft  which  renders  us  incapable  of  affording  that 
Proteotion  which  we  most  sincerely  wish  it  was  in  our  power  to  do. 
Having  done  our  own  Duty  we  have  nothing  to  ask  but  that  every 
Citizen  will  do  his,  at  the  same  time  it  will  give  us^  Pleasure  if  by 
any  judicious  Measures  which  well  disposed  Oitisens  may  adopt  the 
present  Ferment  can  be  appeased  ft  Discontent  removed.  It  is  our 
Duty  in  an  especial  Manner  to  co-operate  with  the  Laws  ft  as  the 
present  Assembly  is  composed  principally  of  Gentlemen  who  in  the 
general  Judgment  of  publick  Affairs  differ  from  ns  personally  we 
should  hope  Party  Spirit  might  upon  this  Occasion  be  laid  aside  ft 
all  unite  to  execute  what  they  have  enacted.  These  were  the  gene- 
ral Sentiments  of  the  Council  as  expressed  this  Morning  but  this 
Letter  not  being  prepared  before  they  rose  I  cannot  nve  it  an  offi- 
cial Signature — Therefore  yon  may  make  what  use  of  it  you  think 
proper.  I  am  only  farther  to  observe  that  should  any  Disorder 
unhappily  ensue  every  Person  may  depend  upon  the  Exertion  of  such 
Authority  as  the  Laws  ft  Magistracy  can  give  ft  which  therefore  he 
will  support  ft  inforce. 

I  am  Gents 

Your  Obed.  Hbble  Serv. 


PRES.   BjSJBI)  TO  MlNISTSA  OF  FrANOS,  1781. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  Honour  to  inclose  your  Exeell^  the  Beeolve  of  Comieil 
passed  on  M.  La  Touches  Application— the  Constable  will  wait  on 
your  Excell^  ft  Mons.  La  Touch  for  your  Commands. 
I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

fyour  Excell^  Obed.  HbbL  Servt.* 

*  SeeCoL  Bee.,  VoL  XH.,  p.  7S8« , 
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John  Nicholson  to  Prbs.  Reed,  1781. 

Carlisle; 

May  11, 1781. 
Sir, 

After  eompleating  the  boainess  at  Downings  and  Lancaster,  there 
jet  remained  about  three  thousand  pounds,  with  that  sum  I  sat  out 
and  arri?ed  here  the  3d  Instant,  where  after  paying  it  out,  I  have 
remained  without  business  oyer  since,  anziously  expecting  a  supply 
of  cash  every  hour.  I  am  very  much  afraid  all  has  not  gone  right* 
Certainly  if  be  had  not  been  robbed  by  the  way,  or  went  off  him^ 
lelf  with  the  money,  he  must  ha?e  been  here  before  now.  To  go 
after  it  mjrself  instead  of  expediting,  would  retard  the  business^  should 
k  come  in  my  absence.  I  have  sent  over  to  York  Town  on  a  bare 
possibility  that  it  might  have  gone  there  thro'  mistake. 

1  do  not  know  what  I  can  do^  but  wait  here  nntill  it  comes.     The 
troope,  I  believe,  were  it  required  could  not  be  marched  to  York 
Tbwnjnndll  they  receive  their  proportion  of  their  depreciadon. 
1  have  the  Honour  to  be 

with  due  respect  Sir, 

your  Excellency's  Most  Obd't 

very  Humble  servant 
JNO.  NICHOLSON. 
Directed, 
His  Ibicell'y  Joseph  Recdj  Esqr.,  president. 


A  ProolaHation,  1781. 

Bj  His  Bxoellenoy  Joseph  Reed,  Esq.,  President:,  and  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

• 

Whereas  the  Oeneral  Assembly  of  this  State,  at  their  Session 
reciting,  *'  that  it  was  not  to  be  expected,  during  the  present  War 
*^  with  Great-Britain^  that  sufficient  Quantities  of  Qold  aod  Silver 
**  Money  oould  be  procured  or  retained  in  this  State,  for  procuring 
"and  providing  sufficient  Supplies  of  Provisions  and  other  Articles 
"for  the  Support  of  the  Army,  and  the  Purposes  of  private 
"  Dealings,"  did  direct  aa  Emission  of  Five  Hundred  Thousand 
Ihunds  in  Bills  of  Credit,  redeemable  with  the  maoy  and  largo 
Arrearmgea  due  to  the  Sute  for  Lands  heretofore  granted  within 
this  Commonwealth  :  And  Whereas,  by  another  Act,  direotioff 
the  Payment  of  One  Third  of  the  Depreciation  to  the  Officers,  and 
Soldiers  of  the  Fenn^^hania  Line.  One  Hundred  and  Thirty 
Thousand  Pounds  of  the  said  Money  bos  been  emitted ;  and  by  the 
Act  first  mentioned  ''every  Person  refusing  the  said  Bills. of 
'^  Credit,  or  sellings  gif  ing  or  receiving  the  aamci  at  a  less  Rate 
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''  than  Gold  and  Silver,  are  made  liable  to  Pro^eoution  in  the  Gonrts 
'<  of  Qaarter-Session^  of  the  Peace,  or,  if  under  Five  Founds,  be- 
^^  fore  a  Justice,  and  on  Conviction  to  forfeit  the  Valne  of  the  Orooda 
^^  or  Articles  in  Question  ^'  And  Whereas  it  is  not  only  an  essential, 
but  the  indispensible  Duty  of  all  Persons  in  a  well  regulated  Govern- 
ment, to  make  the  Laws  of  the  Country  the  Rules  of  their  Conduct, 
seeking,  by  legal  and  peaceable  Modes,  an  Alteration  of  any  Laws 
which  they  apprehend  to  be  grievous  or  impolitic.  Upon  ^  a  due 
Consideration  therefore  of  the  above  Laws,  the  special  Obligation 
upon  us  who  are  sworn  faithfully  to  execute  them,  the  great  Diffi- 
culties which  will  result  to  the  Well-affected,  to  the  industrious 
Poor  who  have  received  this  Money  in  Exchange  for  the  old  Conti- 
nental Money,  and  to  those  who  have  sold  their  Herchandixe  or 
Produce  to  the  public  Commissioners,  if  the  said  Bills  of  Credit  should 
not  find  a  free  Circulation,  We  Do  most  earnestly  recommend  to  all 
the  Citizens  of  this  State,  and  espooially  to  Landlords,  and  those 
engaged  in  Trade  and  Dealing  of  every  Ejnd,  to  receive  the  said 
Money  agaeeable  to  Law  ;  and  for  their  Encouragement  herein,  we 
do  assure  such  Persons,  that  no  more  of  the  said  Money  shall  be 
issued  until  the  Meeting  of  the  Assembly,  when  it  will  be  in  an 
especial  Manner  recommended  to  them  to  secure  the  Possessors 
thereof  from  any  possible  Loss ; — and  also  informing  them,  that 
by  Letters  received  from  the  Country,  it  is  the  Determination 
of  the  Inhabitants  to  support  the  full  Execution  of  the  Law  upon 
this  Subject,  they  appearing  fully  sensible  of  the  Necessity  of  con- 
tinuing the  Money  undepreciated,  and  resolving  to  use  their  utmoRt 
Efforts  to  this  Purpose.  And  we  do  in  like  Manner  recommend  to 
all  Persons,  and  especially  to  the  meritorious  Militia  both  Officers 
and  Privates,  not  to  be  led  intd  Tumults  and  Outrages,  which  in- 
volve innocent  Families  in  Distress,  sully  the  Dignity  of  any  Cause, 
and  will  be  turned  by  their  Enemies  to  the  Prejudice  of  that 
necessary  and  honourable  Service,  but  to  wait  with  Patience  the 
Meeting  of  their  Representatives,  who  alone  can  afford  competent 
Relief  under  present  Difficulties.  We  likewise  enjoin  upon  ail 
Magistrates,  Sheriffs  and  Constables,  to  use  their  utmost  Influence 
and  Authority  to  guard  against  and  suppress  any  Irregularities  or 
Disorders,  which  are  inconsistent  with  the  Peace  and  good  Order  of 
Government ;  and  all  other  Officers,  civil  and  military,  and  all  well- 
disposed  Citizens  are  required  to  be  aiding  and  assisting  them  there- 
in. 

GIVEN,  hy  Order  of  the  Council,  under  tJie  Band  of  His  ExceU 
lency30Sm*RB,l^^D,  Esquire,  Fresidmit,  and  the  Seal  of  the 
State,  at  Philadelphia,  this  Eleventh  Day  of  May,  in  the  Year 
of  our  Lord  One  Thousand  Seven  Hundred  and  Eighty  one. 

JOSEPH  REED,  President. 
Attest.  T.  Matlack,  Secretary, 

GOD  Saye  tbo  COMMONWEALTH. 
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John  Hazblwood  to  Pbes.  Rxbd,  1781. 

To  the  Hoa^**  Ezeoaiive  Goanoil  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penii- 
Bjlymnia. 

QeBtiemen: 

H&iHDg  the  honour  of  jour  appointment  to  the  o£Bce  of  reoeiyer 
ef  the  flonr  allotted  for  e?erj  exporter  of  the  Same  for  the  nse  of 
the  Army,  do  find  in  the  executing  of  the  Law,  such  abuses  in  regaid 
lo  the  Money  from  the  daily  advanced  prices  imposed  on  me  for 
Floor  ft  other  srlioles  that  are  so  much  wanted  for  the  immediate 
use  erf  the  Army.  I  have  used  eyeir  endeavour  to  keep  the  prices 
Lowj  but  find  it  is  impossible  to  obtain  any  more  without  giving 
swh  prices  that  I  shall  be  ashamed  to  charge.  I  have  not  been  able 
to  porohase  Flour^  or  any  other  article,  for  paper  Money  this  six  or 
seven  days  past.  As  soon  as  I  found  there  was  no  prospect  of 
staining  Flour  for  paper  Ourrency,  I  laid  a  note  on  the  Coffe-house 
books  informing  all  Owners  ^  Masters  of  Vessels,  of  the  immediate 
k  piessing  Necessity  for  a  large  quantity  of  Flour  for  the  use  of  the 
Army;  ft  that  they  eould  not  obtain  a  Certificate  to  the  Naval  Office 
without  delivering  to  me  the  quantity  allotted  for  each  Vessel  by 
Law.  As  I  am  apprehensive,  from  the  Current  reports,  that  the 
tender  of  all  flour  to  me  for  the  Quota  of  such  Vessels  will  be  at  an 
idvanoed  price,  agreeable  to  the  reported  Exchange  of  five  or  six  for 
one,  that  I  shall  be  at  a  loss  to  know  how  to  act ;  Therefore  pray 
jour  honours  will  devise  some  mode  for  my  Government.  In  the 
mean  time,  I  have  the  honour  to  be  your  Honours' 

Most  Ob*  ServS 

JOHN  HAZBLWOOD. 

Philad%  May  11%  1781. 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed^  Esq'*,  President  of  the  Execu- 
tive Goondl  of  Pennsylv*. 


Pbb8.  Bebb  to  Hbnrt  Christ,  ftc,  1781. 

Gentlemen: 

M'  Sherman  havinp  been  detained  at  Easton  in  a  very  extraordi- 
nary Manner,  for  which  we  cannot  account,  we  request  you  would 
proceed  in  tiie  Payment  of  the  One  third  of  the  Depreciation, 
agreeable  to  the  Act  of  Assembly  herewith  scot.  We  arc  sorry  to 
find  that  in  giving  the  Certificates  of  Depreciation,  you  deviated  from 
our  Instructions,  having,  as  we  are  informed,  given  them  to  Persons 
who  resigned  &  quitted  the  Service  before  the  Act  of  Assembly 
On  the  present  Occasion,  we  entreat  you  will  oonform 
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Btriotlj  to  the  Law,  paying  only  those  whose  Names  are  inserted  in 
the  List  of  the  5^  Regiment,  also  inclosed. — Foa  will  carefully 
distiDguish  between  the  old  Certificates,  &  the  new  bearing  Interest, 
or  some  of  the  Soldiers  who  have  already  received  one  third  may 
apply  again — ^You  will,  therefore,  in  the  Prosecution  of  the  Bosiness, 
call  for  the  original  Certificate,  &  pay  one  third  thereon,  for  which 
you  will  take  a  Receipt  on  the  Back  of  the  Certificate ;  then  com- 
pute the  remaining  two  thirds,  &  give  one  of  the  new  Certificates. 
In  this  Case,  you  will  only  pay  the  one  third,  or  renew  the  Certificate 
to  the  Officer  or  Soldier  himself,  no  Assignee  or  retired  Officer,  or 
other  Person  not  in  actual  Service,  being  by  the  Act  of  Aseembly, 
entitled  to  this  Money,  or  any  part  of  it— The  taken  op  Certificates 
you  will  carefully  forward  to  us,  with  an  accurate  Account  of  the 
new  Certificates  granted,  returning  the  Names,  Sums  &  Dates. — In 
the  new  Certtficates  you  will  not  divide  the  Sums,  but  include  all  in 
one  Certificate.  When  this  Service  is  ddbe,  the  whole  Audit  ia  to 
to  be  closed ;  you  will  return  all  the  Papers  to  us,  &  we  will  make 
you  a  proper  Compensation  for  your  Trouble. 

I  am,  Gent, 

Tour  Obed.  Hbbl.  Scrv. 

400  new  Certificates  are  sent. — ^The  Money  was  sent  to  M'  Haller 
by  M"  Biddle. 

Henry  Christ  &  Henry  Haller,  Esqrs.    (At  Reading.) 
Indorsed f 

1781,  May  12. 


Resolution  op  Congress,  1781. 

By  The  United  States  in  Congress  assembled. 

May  W\  1781. 
Besolved, 

That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  Executive  Authority  in 
the  several  States,  from  New  Hampshire  to  Pennsylvania  inclusive, 
to  forward  on  to  such  plaqnas  the  quarter  master  general  shall  direct, 
at  the  ezpence  of  the  respective  States,  in  the  first  iustauce,  all  such 
supplies  of  provisions  as  they  have  been  called  upon  to  furnish  by 
the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  4**'  of  November  last ;  and  that  all 
such  necessary  expence  as  any  of  the  said  States  are  at  in  transporting 
the  provision  aforesaid,  shall  be  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  States 
respectively. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

GEO.  BOND,  Dp'y  Sec'y. 
Indorsed, 

1781,  May  14  th.  Resolve  of  Congress  reoom'g  to  the  several 
states  to  forward  their  quotas  of  supplies. 
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Pres.  Rebd  to  John  Agnew,  1781. 

Sir, 

Yoar  letter  of  the  8  Inst.,  has  been  received  &  laid  before  ConDcil. 
We  are  mach  disaatisfied  with  Major  Talbert's  conduct,  &  especially 
as  it  is  not  the  first  Instance  of  such  a  Breach  of  Trust  in  Money 
intrusted  to  Officers,  which  would  be  derogatory  to  the  Character  of 
any  Gentleman,  but  particularly  in  an  Officer,  whose  Honour  should 
be  unspotted.  It  is  our  Desire  that  you  immediately  commence  a 
Suit  against  him,  unless  ho  repays  it  without  Delay.  The  shameful 
Depreciation  which  had  taken  Place  here  on  the  old  Continental 
Money,  &  which  was  dragging  our  State  Money  with  it,  could  no 
longer  pass  unnoticed  by  the  Council,  whose  Reasons  I  presume  you 
have  seen.  Many  more  might  have  been  added,  but  if  the  Assemoly 
expect  the  Service  of  Men  of  Honesty  &  Virtue,  they  must  enact 
different  Laws  or  disseminate  Virtue,  publick  Spirit  &  Honesty  ia 
much  larger  Portions  among  the  People  than  they  are  at  present.  I 
send  yon  inclosed  a  Proclamation,'*' to  which  we  shall  most  religiously 
adhere,  being  fully  convinced  that  if  we  had  not  given  the  Alarm 
the  new  State  Money  would  have  followed  the  Continental,  &  we 
must  have  had  another  18  March  Scheme  or  given  a  premium 
on  Villainy  which  no  Country  ever  gave  upon  Honesty.  Having 
sent  up  Money  to  Mr.  Nicholson  with  orders  to  assist  you  with  a  Part, 
Your  Difficulties  about  old  Continental  will  oease ;  should  he  have 
left  Carlisle  yon  can  send  after  him  to  York  Town,  from  whence 
he  can  supply  you  with  any  small  sum.  What  old  Continental 
you  have  sot  you  will  return  to  the  Treasurer.  We  have  much 
to  lament  the  Decay  of  publick  Spirit,  the  Disaffection  and  Avarice 
which  prevails  thro'  the  Country,  which  has  kept  back  the  Taxes  & 
brought  us  into  our  present  Difficulties.  I  wish  I  could,  with  Jus- 
tiee,  except  your  County  in  the  Detail,  but  if  yon  will  look  into  the 
State  of  the  public  Accounts  you  will  see  a  Deficiency  whioh  every 
good  man  will  deplore.  Only  half  the  Taxes  of  the  State  collected 
for  3  Years  past.  Your  County  £78383  4.  11.  of  the  5  &  45  Mil*, 
lion  Taxes,  &  all  the  Monthly  Taxes  unpaid,  except  £7500,  not  i  of 
the  whole  yet  paid.  Surely  the  Assembly  must  lay  Taxes  very 
ignorantlyor  they  are  badly  eoUeoted.  What  Governm^  ean  be  kept 
up  under  such  Deficiencies. 

We  entreat  you  to  represent  these  things  to  the  Gentlemen  of 
vonr  County — support,  animate  &  assist  the  Commissioners.  We 
look  forward  with  great  apprehension  to  the  Consequences,  if  our 
Publick  Affairs  are  not  conducted  with  more  Vigor  &  Spirit.  Yoa 
may  remember  these  Things  were  all  represented  last  Foil,  but  with 
what  little  Success  as  Things  have  turn'd  out.  Taxes  must  be  paid 
or  the  Army  will  disband  &  Govemm^  dissolve,  the  well  earn'd  Fruits 
of  so  much  Blood  &  Treasure  emiirently  endangered. 
I  am.  Sir,  Your  Friend  &  very  H'bble  Serv^ 

Indorted^  May  15,  '81. 

*  Dated  May  11, 1781.    See  page  181. 
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Pres,  Reed  to  John  Arndt,  1781. 

Sir, 

Your  Letter  of  the  12<^  Inst,  with  the  iDlistmeiitB  etme  safely  to 
Hand  &  Council  are  much  pleased  with  the  Regnlarity  &  Method 
you  have  shewn  in  condaoting  this  Business,  We  have  not  had  Time 
to  examine  them  but  as  soon  as  our  Auditors  arrive  yon  will  hear 
&rther.  We  do  not  expect  much  recruiting  in  our  present  Girenm- 
stances  but  would  have  you  attest  such  as  may  offer.  The  present 
state  of  our  money  scarcely  admits  of  saying  any  thing  certain  there- 
upon, but  that  we  will  certainly  reimburse  what  Expenses  may  ooour 
ft  as  Continental  money  will  not  be  receiveable  after  the  1**  June 
ibr  any  publick  Dues  whatever  the  Difficulty  you  mention  will  exist. 
We  should  be  glad  to  know  how  many  men  are  left  behind  &  request 
you  to  call  upon  the  bsuing  Commissary  for  a  Return  of  his  Issaea 
which  you  will  forward  to  us  in  your  next  Letter.  . 
I  am  with  much  esteem  Sir 

your  Friend  &  very  Hbble  Serf., 

J.  B. 
Directed, 

John  Arndt,  Esq',  near  Easton. 
Indorsed,— Mvij  16th,  17»1. 


Wm.  McCalla  to  Prbs.  Reed,  1781. 

Bucks  County,  May  15%  1781, 
To  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pensylvania. 
Gentlemen, 

I  am  Sorrey  to  enform  your  Honours  that  the  great  Diffionltj 
that  I  Labour  Under  in  respect  of  making  Purchases  for  the  Sopl  j 
of  the  army  is  On  Account  of  the  Rappid  Depreciation  that  Oar 
money  hath  Gk>t,  I  Can  purclyui  Flour  for  Twenty  Two  Shilling  A 
Six  penoe  ^  Cwt  hard  money  or  Five  times  that  Sum  State  money, 
the  millers  in  General  is  supplyed  with  hard  money  From  the 
Merchants  that  I  need  not  Pretend  to  do  any  thing  but  at  Tennor 
of  the  Iaw  &  that  I  Doubt  will  be  attended  with  bad  success. 
Every  thing  thats  to  be  purchased  is  Five  times  the  sum  that  hard 
money  would  be  and  then  the  people  not  free  in  Taking  of  it. 
I  am  Gentlemen  with  due  Respect 

your  Honours  most  Obd<  &  very  Humb.  se'. 

W.  McCALLA,  0.  P.  B.  0. 
Indorsed, 

1781,  May  17th.    From  Wm.   McCalla,  Com'r  of  Pur's  for 
Bucks  County. 
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Pebs.  Bbed  to  B&ig.  Obn.  Clabee,  1781. 

Sir, 

I  reoeived  yoor  Letter  of  the  28d  March*  a  considerable  IRme 
after  its  Date. — ^The  Enterprize  you  refer  to  has  never  been  officially 
communicated  to  us,  but  from  common  Report  we  learn  that  an 
Expedition  under  your  Command  is  destined  ag*  Detroit.  We  are 
Tery  sensible  of  its  Importance  to  this  State  as  well  as  Yirginia,  & 
there  is  no  Gentleman  in  whose  Abilities  &  good  Conduct  we  have 
more  Confidence  on  sueh  an  Occasion.  After  this  it  seems  unneces- 
sary to  add  that  it  will  give  us  great  Satis&ction  if  the  Inhabitants 
of  this  State  cheerfully  concur  in  it,  &  we  authorize  you  to  declare " 
that  so  far  from  giving  Offence  to  their  Government  we  shall  eon^ 
aider  their  Service  with  you  as  highly  meritorious.  At  the  same 
Time  we  must  add  that  from  the  exhausted  State  of  our  Treasuir — 
from  the  great  Demands  made  upon  us  by  the  Congress  &  Qesi. 
Washington,  &  other  Contingencies,  we  are  in  no  Condition  to  • 
answer  any  Demands  of  a  pecuniary  kind,  &  therefore  do  not  mean 
by  any  Thing  we  have  said  to  raise  an  Expectation  which  we  cannot 
answer.— We  have  above  two  Months  ago  wrote  to  Col.  Broadhead, 
most  earnestly  re<]uesting  him  to  formrd  your  Views,  informing 
him  that  they  are  highly  approved  by  us — we  shall  be  most  concerned 
if  we  should  be  disappointed  in  this  Respect.  We  have  had  a  Cor- 
respondence with  Gov  Jefferson  on  the  Subject,  &  explained  oar 
Sentiments  to  him  very  fully.  We  have  also  sent  forward  by  our 
Member  from  Westmoreland  Encouragement  to  the  People  there  to 
co-operate  with  you  in  all  Respects,  &  hope  it  will  be  attended  with 
good  Effect. 

Wishing  you  Success  equal  to  your  Merit  &  good  Intentions,  I 
remain. 

Sir  your  Obed.  &  very 

Hbbl.  Serv. 
Directed, 

Brig.  Gen.  Clarke. 

Indorftedy 

1781,  May  15th,  To  Brigadier  General  Clarke,  Westmoreland 
County. 


Gbn,  Waynb  to  Pres.  Rebd,  1781. 

Lancaster,  16th  May,  1781. 
Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  honor  of  Inclosing  a  Copy  of  an  application  to 
Mr.  Henry  for  necessaries  wanted  for  Cob  Moylan's  Dragoons, 
together  with  his  answer^f  by  which  your  Excellency  &  the  Honor- 

*  See  page  28.  -  t  ^^  i'*^  WS^ 
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able  Coancil  will  see  the  Impracticability  of  his  aocompUuhiDg  this 
Essential  business  without  your  Concurrance  in  the  application  of 
Bomc  part  of  the  public  money  of  this  State  now  in  his  hands. 

Will  your  Excellency  &  Council  be  so  Obliging  as  to  give  him  the 
neoessary  Orders  on  an  occasion  that  may  be  productiyft  of  yerj 
happy  Consequences. 

I  am  next  to  Inform  Council  that  Cattle  are  wanted,  &  may  be 
procured  to  serve  the  Detachment  until  we  arrive  in  Virginia,  pro- 
vided the  Contractors  of  Lancaster  &  York  Counties  had  orders  for 
the  purpose. 

I  wish  if  possible  to  receive  about  sixft/  head  by  next  Monday  or 
Tuesday,  at  which  period  the  fifth  Regiment  will  reach  f  orktowD, 
the  auditor  having  arrived  at  Reading  on  JSundajjf  for  the  purpose  of 
settling  the  Depreciation,  &  will  finish  about  Saturday  &  in  order 
that  no  time  may  be  lost,  I  will  endeavour  to  have  every  thing  in 
perfect  readiness  to  take  up  our  line  of  March  from  the  General 
rendezvous  Immediately  after  their  arrival. 

Interim  I  am  with  much  Esteem  your  Excellency's 

most  Obe<  Hum*  Ser* 

ANFY  WAYNE. 

17th,  N.  B.  Before  this  was  dispafx^hed,  I  rec'  letters  from  the 
board  of  war,  the  Gov'  of  Virginia,  &  the  Marquis  Lafayette  of  the 
most  alarming  nature,  &  pressing  fur  the  advance  of  the  troops  under 
xuy  Command  with  all  possible  expedition. 

I  have  therefore  directed  M*"  Henry  to  begin  his  work  &  shall  call 
upon  the  purohaseing  Commissary  for  some  Cattle  in  full  confidcnoe 
that  council  will  adopt  the  measure  &  make  due  allowance  for  a 
Conduct  only  warranted  by  necessity  &  the  Critical  situation  of  our 
southern  affairs.  s^ 

ANT'Y  WAYNE. 

Di reeled  f 

His  Excellency,  Jos.  Reed,  Pros*  Penns*. 


Anth'y  Wayne  to  Wm.  Henry,  Esq.,  1781, 

Lancaster,  16**  May,  1781. 
Dear  Sir, 

Your  known  attachment  to  the  American  cause,  and  the  readineM 
with  which  you  have  on  all  occasions  exerted  yourself  to  promote 
the  true  interest  of  your  Country,  leaves  no  room  to  doubt  but  that 
everything  in  your  power  will  be  done  for  the  immediate  equipoient 
of  the  dragoons  belonging  to  this  state. 
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I  have  therefore  ealled  for  the  inclosed  return  of  neceenries 
actoaly  wanting  for  fitting  out  Sixty  Horse  of  Colo.  Moylan's  regiment 
whose  services  to  the  southward  is  of  the  last  importance. 

I  wish  to  have  the  Cavalry  in  readiness  to  take  up  their  line  of 
march  in  the  course  of  two  weeks  if  possible. 

Interim  I  am  your  mest  oh*  hum.  Serv', 

ANT'Y  WAYNE. 
(Copy.) 
Directed 

Wm.  Henry,  Esq',  Lancaster. 


Wm.  Henrt  to  Gbn.  Waynb,  1781. 

Lancaster,  May  the  16%  1781. 
Sir, 

I  am  honoured  with  yours  of  this  day.  It  would  give  me  real 
pleasure  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  equip  the  Sixty  Light  Dragoons 
with  the  Articles  mentioned  in  Major  Fontleroy's  Return,  but  my 
Situation  with  Eespect  to  Business  done  for  the  public  is  not  the 
most  agreeable.  I  have  advanced  a  large  Sum  of  Money  belonging 
to  Pennsylvania  for  the  United  States  and  do  not  know  when  I  can 
be  repaid,  it  is  true  I  have  some  Leather  in  hand  belonging  to  the 
United  States  perhaps  sufficient  to  furnish  Leather  Accoutrements 
for  Sixty  Dragoons  and  that  is  all.  If  bis  Excellency  the  president 
in  Council  would  give  Orders  for  equipping  the  Dragoons  before 
mentioned,  I  think  it  might  be  dpne  in  Two  or  Three  Weeks  and 
the  Accounts  may  be  kept  without  throwing  the  State  into  any 
Confusion  in  their  Settlement  with  Congress.  The  Value  of  Leather 
made  Use  of  may  be  passed  to  the  Credit  of  the  United  States  and 
the  Workmanship  bo  charged. 
I  am  Sir 
^  your  most  obedient 

&  humble  Servant, 

WILLIAM  HENRY. 
Directed, 

His  Excellency,  Brigadier  General  Wayne. 


Commissioners  of  Taxes  Phila.  Co.,  to  Council,  1781. 

To  His  Excellency  the  President,  and  the  Honourable  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Commissioners  of  Taxes  for  the  City  and  County  of  Phila- 
have  received  your  Letter  of  the  14th  lust,  and  are  not  a  liEle 
surprised  at  its  contents. 

We  did  not  intend  by  any  thing  we  wrote  to  your  honourable 
Board  to  appologize  for  our  non-execution  of  the  Law  for  complea- 
ting  the  Quota  of  the  Federal  Army,  aa  we  did  then  aud  4.Q  t^^hi 
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mppoae  we  have  done  eyery  thing  in  our  power  lo  forward  that  im- 
portant buaineas. 

We  were  led  to  believe  from  the  Goantnb  publication  of  the  28d 
March  last,  that  the  Josticea  of  the  Peaee^  and  Lieutenants  were  to 
make  returns  to  this  board  of  the  number  of  reoraits  fiimished  by 
the  different  Classes  otHivways  we  should  not  have  mentioned  that 
such  return  had  not  been  made,  nor  was  it  possible  for  us  to  make 
the  return  expected  by  Council,  not  having  received  (nor  could  we 
oblige  any  body  to  furnish  us  with)  proper  material  for  that 
purpose. 

The  occasions  of  delay  mentioned  in  our  Letter  to  the  Honourable 
Council  were  such  as  we  apprehended  had  a  considerable  effect,  and 
were  such  as  was  not  in  our  power  to  prevent,  except  that  of  the 
Collectors  which  we  did  as  soon  as  possible  by  appointing  others,  on 
which  we  did  not  mean  to  lay  any  particular  stress,  so  far  from  it 
that  we  only  say,  some  few  of  the  Duplicates  were  delayed  on  that 
account 

Inclosed  are  a  List  of  those  J^ersons  who  were  fined  for  not  col- 
lecting the  Class  Tax. 

It  is  probable  many  of  our  present  difficulties  may  be  ascribed  to 
a  neglect  in  collecting  the  public  Taxes,  but  in  the  present  case  altho* 
the  number  of  Men  may  not  have  been  raised  in  this  City  and 
County  as  we  could  have  wished,  We  have  reason  to  believe  that 
a  full  proportion  with  the  other  Counties  of  the  fines  from  delinquent 
Classes  have  been  paid  to  the  County  Treasurer,  who  informs  us  he 
has  received  of  the  Class  Tax,  six  hundred  thousand  Pounds^  which 
he  has  deposited  in  the  State  Theasury. 

We  can  have  no  possible  objection  to  your  Honourable  Board 
doing  their  duty,  but  if  the  Council  mean  by  that  expression  their 
intention  to  exact  a  fine  from  us  for  a  supposed  neglect  of  ours,  we 
do  think  it  extreemly  hard,  as  we  are  concious  of  a  feithfuU  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  required  of  us  to  the  best  of  our  abilities. 

We  see  with  concern  that  the  fines  imposed  by  Law  o#  delinquent 
Classes  as  levied  on  this  City  and  County  will  not  now  be  adequate 
to  the  expectation  of  the  Legislator  when  the  Law  was  past,  but  we 
presume  any  deficiency  herein  will  not  be  ascribed  to  us  by  Council 
as  from  their  instructions,  and  the  printed  notices  for  the  Classes 
sent  to  us  we  were  led  to  levy  the  fines  as  we  did,  and  not  as  we 
should  have  done  without  such  instructions,  &c. 

We  hope  our  Seats  at  this  Board  may  in  future  be  filled  with 
Persons  more  capable  (tho'  we  presume  they  will  not  be  better  dis- 
posed) to  do  the  public  business  than  your  humble  Servants. 

JOHN  BROOKE, 
«  GUNNING  BEDFORD, 

PRESLEY  BLAKI8T0N. 

Philad%  May  17th,  1781. 
JHrected, 

To  his  Esoellenoy  Joseph  Beed,  Esq.,  President;  fte.^  &Q. 
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Pbbs.  Bssd  to  Chbistopheb  Hayss,  1781. 

Sir, 

Indoeed  I  Bend  yoa  the  News  Papers  from  tbe  last  Week.  It  is 
probable  yon  will  feel  the  Effects  of  the  late  Resolution  of  Gonneil 
m  jonr  Gonntj,  publishing  the  Rate  of  Exchange  between  Con- 
tinental k  hard  money  at  175.  I  therefore  inclose  you  our  Reasons 
for  that  Measure  which  I  am  perswaded  will  be  satisfactory,  k  you 
will  make  such  use  of  them  as  you  think  proper. 

Mr.  Duncan  of  Pittsburgh  has  already  sent  his  Resignation  of  the 
Office,  finding  the  Appointment  obnoxious  to  a  great  Number  of 
Ptople.  This  is  very  unfortunate  as  we  shall  now  have  a  second 
Aeeoont  to  settle.  We  request  you  will  consult  Mr.  Soott,  k  nomi- 
Bfrte  a  Person  to  us  who  will  continue  in  the  Office  k  do  the  Duty 
with  Fidelity.  You  must  be  sensible  that  the  Support  of  the  County 
depends  much  on  it,  as  well  as  Supporting  the  credit  of  the 
Money.  We  are  drawing  fiist  to  the  Crisis  in  which  we  must 
know  whether  Paper  Money  shall  or  shall  not  be  Money  among 
at— Should  any  Measure  similar  to  those  which  took  Place  among 
Toi  respecting  our  State  Money  last  year  again  appear,  it  will 
be  impossible  for  us  to  do  any  Thing  for  your  Relief,  or  even  to 
sapport  the  small  Force  now  there — Finding  that  the  Season  is  too 
te  adTsnoed  for  making  astronomical  Observations  for  Settlem^  of 
tke  line,  we  have  proposed  to  Virginia  to  run  a  Temporary  Line  for 
tha  Season  k  begin  early  in  the  Fall  or  next  Spring  with  the  other. 
The  distressed  Condition  of  Virginia  also  prevented  their  proceeding 
10  the  Matter  so  snon  as  we  wish. 

You  also  have  herewith  a  Letter  to  Oen.  Clark,  which  we  request 
yw  to  forward  to  him  by  a  safe  Conveyance.  The  Members  of 
Goucil  present  you  their  Complim**  k  beg  you  to  accept  of  mine. 

1  am  sir  your  Friend 

&  Obed  Hbble  Servt, 

To  Christopher  Hayes,  Esqr.,  Member  of  Council. 

Miy  17th,  1781. 


Pbbs.  Bbbd  to  Gbn.  Washinqton,  1781. 


"f 


We  have  to  acknowledge  your  ExcelU"  Favour  of  the  [r)th] 
loit* — the  Observations  on  the  address  of  the  Artill'  Officers  of  Col. 
I^roctor^s  Regiment  contain  so  perfect  k  satisfactory  an  answer  that 
We  hope  we  shall  have  no  Occasion  to  trouble  your  Exoell^  on  that 

♦  SeeCoL  Boo.,  Vol.  XII.,  pp.  727.  788. 
Vol.  IX— 7. 
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Sabjeot  •g^ioy  mvLoh  less  shall  we  bj  any  set  of  oars  ooninyena  a 
System  WDiofa  is  established  not  only  by  Resolutions  of  Ooogrcss  & 
eoDstant  Usage,  bat  sanctified  with  your  approbation  : — Should  the 
Officers  persevere  in  the  Resolution  of  resigning,  we  are  persuaded 
no  Inoonvenienoe  will  result  to  the  public  service  ecj^ual  to  that  of 
yielding  on  every  Occasion  to  Demands  accompanied  with  this  Threat. 
For  we  can  look  upon  it  in  no  other  Light.  We  cannot  consider 
GoL  l^roctor's  Resignation  in  the  Light  of  a  publick  Misfortune,  as  he 
has  for  a  long  time  harassed  every  Measure  proposed  by  the  Boards 
&  affected  an  Independency,  not  only  of  the  authority  of  the  State, 
but  his  superior  Officers  in  the  Line,  &  amidst  Professions  of 
Respect  &  Obedience  violated  almost  every  arrangement  we  made 
for  the  subsistancc  &  recruiting  of  her  Corps.  The  very  Day  that 
his  Resignation  was  publickly  known,  Major  Eustis  came  down  with 
a  well  authenticated  Complaint  against  him  of  dismissing  a  few  Days 
before,  and  after  he  had  declined  all  other  Duty,  a  great  number  of 
the  best  Soldiers,  some  of  whom  had  reinlisted  with  new  Bounties, 
&  others  had  recovered  the  Gratuity  allowed  by  the  State,  and  their 
Clothing.  At  the  same  time  he  gave  Certificates  to  all  the  Mustek 
of  the  ^giment  that  they  were  entitled  to  Discharges  in  September 
next.  We  do  not  know  how  far  the  authority  of  a  Colonel  thus 
circumstanced  extends,  but  the  loss  to  the  Publick  &  Injury  to  the 
Service  is  very  great.  Col.  Proctor  had  8  Days  to  get  hia  Inlist- 
ments  to  Trenton  at  the  Time  of  the  Discharge  under  the  Gommis- 
sioners ;  had  he  improved  this  Time  the  greatest  Part  of  hia  Regi- 
ment would  have  been  retained — but  this  he  did  not,  under 
Pretences  too  frivolous  to  deserve  notice.  We  are  now  at  a  loss 
to  know  in  what  Light  to  consider  Col.  Forest,  as  at  one  time  it  is 
said  he  is  out  of  Scrvioe,  &  going  to  superintend  the  Works  at 
Carlisle — at  other  Times  he  appears  as  having  Command  &  again 
declioes  the  ordinary  Duty — &  except  in  the  Case  of  this  Remon- 
straoce  seems  cautiously  to  decline  signing  any  Paper  to  us  as  Com- 
mand^ of  the  Regiment.  Having  a  loog  Time  sought  for  a  Return 
of  the  Officers  of  this  Regim',  without  Effect,  thro'  Col.  Prootor, 
Generals  St.  Clair  &  Wayne,  wfe  must  now  trouble  your  Excell^  to 
use  your  authority  that  wc  may  know  who  the  Officers  are  &  their 
Rank — every  other  Regiment  has  most  cheerfully  complied  with  our 
Request,  by  which  wc  were  enabled  to  make  out  an  arrangment 
which  we  have  found  exceedingly  useful  on  many  Occasions. 

We  now  proceed  to  the  other  Part  of  your  Excell'«  Letter  & 
most  fervently  do  we  wish  we  could  say  what  would  give  you  that 
Content  Ik  satisfaction  which  wo  would  ever  wish  to  do.  We  should 
be  extremely  unhappy  if  by  contradicting  Reports  which  may  be 
made  to  your  ExcellJ^  by  inferior  Officers  when  we  can  do  it  with 
Truth  &  Justice  we  could  be  supposed  to  animadvert  on  the  Repre- 
aentations  your  Excell^  may  think  proper  to  make  to  Congress; 
deriving  your  Information  immediately  from  those  commuiucations 
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&  referriDg  immediately  to  tbem,  we  cannot  but  consider  it  a  Dntj 
we  owe  to  Truth  &  Justice^  to  jour  Excell^  &  ourselves,  to  remove 
any  Impresaiona  which  may  arise  from  a  misapprehension  of  Facts. 
The  Late  Instances  of  Col.  Blaine  and  Col.   Broadbead  appeared  to 
« to  fall  within  this  Description  from  your  Ezcell^  Letter  to  Con- 
gress confirm  your  Favour  of  the  Inst     In  the  first  if  there 
WIS  not  a  false  suggestion  there  was  such  a  Concealment  of  Truth 
«ther  accidental  or  designed,  (Mr.  Hazelwoods  local  Duty  &  other 
Circumstances  considered)  as  gave  your  Ezceiry  a  wrong  Idea  of 
the  Board.     Amidst  your  other  Embarrassments,  we  do  not  chuse 
to  trouble  your  Ezcell^  with  Col.  Blaine's  Letter  wrote  to  us  on  the 
Oeeadon ;  we  are  sufficiently  humiliated  by  such  Treatment,  but  we 
■Oft  take  the  Freedom  to  pronounce  it  equally  unjust,  indecent  & 
bpolitaok.     It  may  drive  men  of  virtue  &  Spirit  from  the  publick 
MrvioBy  it  will  never  provoke  those  Existing  in  it.     In  the  latter 
Cue  we  have  the  accounts  of  the  Commissioners  &  the  concurrent 
Testimony  of  Mr.  Duncan,  th6  Quarter  Master  at  Fort  Pitt,  that 
except  when  the  Mills  could  not  grind  last  Fall,  &  that  for  a  very 
little  Time  there  never  had  been  a  want  of  Flour  at  Fort  Pitt,  or 
any  other  articles  we  were  bound  to  furnish. 

Suroonded,  as  your  EzceU'y  is,  with  military  Cares,  it  is  not 
presumable  you  can  have  Time  to  enquire  into  the  Concerns  of 
particular  States,  but  we  are  persuaded  you  will  pardon  our  exposing 
a  imall  Part  of  it,  while  we  offer  a  few  Observations,  palliative  at  least 
if  not  justifying  the  seeming  Delinquency  of  this  State,  whose  Gov- 
ernment not  standing  in  the  same  harmonious  and  respectable  Point  of 
View,  as  most  of  its  Neighbours  is  [under  a  necessity  of  appealing 
to  private  as  well  as  publick  Candour.  This  State  has  not  only  been 
the  Residence  of  Congress  wjth  all  their  Train  of  attendants  & 
OflEwera,  but  also  of  all  the  military  Mechanism,  if  I  may  so  express 
myself,  of  the  Continent.  From  hence  the  Quarter  Master  princi- 
pally drew  his  Waggons,  his  Horses,  bis  Camp  Equipage  of  all 
minds — besides  a  great  number  of  Waggoners  &  artificers  never 
carried  into  any  publick  account,  tho'  supported  with  the  real  sub- 
Btanee  of  the  State  for  depreciating  Paper. — Prisoners  of  War  & 
Prisoners  of  State  have  ever  been  in  a  very  great  Proportion  the 
Inheritance  of  PennsyK — Our  Line  until!  the  Mutiny  was  deemed 
the  Flower  of  the  army,  not  from  its  number  so  much  as  the 
appointments  of  the  State,  which  exceeded  any  other.  But  your 
Exoeiry  cannot  suppose  all  this  was  done  without  great  Expense  & 
accomulating  a  heavy  Load  of  Debt.  We  have  indeed  a  painful 
Pre-eminence  in  this  particular  as  your  Excell'y  will  see  by  the 
iBclooed  Estimate  taken  from  that  in  which  Congress  framed  ii 
late  droalar  address  to  the  States.  Under  these  Circumstances 
Ofoa  People  surcharged  with  combined  Certificates,  a  Proportion 
of  Millions  out  lent   to  the  Continent  from 

which  the  Lender  can  get  neither  Principal  nor  Interest ;  publick 
Credit  exhausted  ft  private  Patriotism  sinking  under  its  partial  ft 
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oppressive  Burthens.  Congress  tdopted  the  Sjatem  of  State  Sui^liefti 
The  first  Demands  did  not  mach  exceed  thoae  Bounda,  which  the 
Sutes  might  approach  tho'  with  DiffiouUj  attain.  It  waa  impoasihla 
for  any  State  to  be  more  anxious  to  compasa  them  than  ihia  waa.— 
We  ^med  a  System  upon  Principles  which  Ezperienoe  hu 
approved :  a  Sum  of  Money  was  emitted  upon  Fanda  which 
Disafeotion  could  not  deprcciatCi  nor  avarice  speculate  upon — bnt 
what  neither  Disafection  nor  avarice  could  do  Party  did.  Least  the 
Govcrnm^  should  gain  Credit  and  stability  evorv  art  waa  uaed  to 
lessen  the  Credit  of  the  Money  &  prevent  its  circulation ;  an  Agreem* 
to  pass  tho  money  at  Par  was  violated  almost  as  soon  aa  made.  Bat 
to  avoid  the  Odium  so  obvious  upon  our  fiiilure  of  SappIieSj  the 
Scheme  of  the  Bank  was  adopted  oy  which  the  World  was  to  see 
that  Individuals  could  do  more  than  the  Oovemment.  Bveiy 
decent  Overture  was  made  by  Government  to  eflbcta  Union  dT 
Strength,  but  in  vain  ;  elated  by  the  Countei^ance  it  rcoeiyed  &  dis- 
daining all  aid  underived  from  Party  Views  it  proceeded  for  a  little 
Time.  But  its  notes  would  not  circulate — it  aoon  declined  credit. 
but  it  gave  tho  Paper  money  of  the  State  an  irreparable  Woondi  a 
widened  all  the  Breaches  which  public  Virtue  could  wish  to  have 
closed. 

In  the  Mean  Time,  the  Committee  at  Camp  prepared  those  extra> 
ordinary  Kcquisitions,  which  surprised  every  considerate  Han— 
the  Demands  by  fur  exceeding  all  tbo  current  Cash  within  this  State  of 
every  Species  &  kind.  Other  Nations  have  expended  their  whok 
Income;  they  have  broke  in  upon  the  Capital — have  antidpated 
future  Taxes ;  but  to  take  double  the  Money  of  a  Country  at  a& 
Instant,  for  public  Use,  was  reserved  to  this  Occasion.  Howeveri 
that  we  might  not  be  wanting  to  reasonable  Exertions,  especially 
with  a  Proi<pcct  of  the  French  Fleet  arriving,  &  the  Hope  of  termi- 
nating the  War,  we  strained  every  Nerve :  at  your  Excellency 'a  Gall, 
wo  turned  out  our  Militia  at  a  very  great  State  Expenee ;  we  pnx^ 
chased  great  Numbers  of  Ilorscd ;  we  procured  Waggons ;  &  in  the 
Article  of  Provisions,  Perseverance  &  Influence,  supported  by  foroei 
supplied  the  languid  Credit  of  the  Money.  But  we  find  ourselves 
so  much  exhausted,  &  tho  Exertions  (however  insufficient  they  might 
be  represented)  proved  so  burtbcnsome  to  the  People^  that  they 
sought  Relief  in  a  Change  of  Rulers.  The  Assembly  which  had 
passed  Lnws  for  curbing  the  dissutisiiod,  for  drawing  forth  the  Re- 
sources of  tho  State,  became  odious,  &  even  tho  calling  forth  the 
Militia,  agreeable  to  your  Excell''*  Requisitions,  proved  no  email 
Source  of  Obloquy  &  disconfcnt,  being  represented  by  some  rather 
as  an  idle  Parade  to  gratify  particular  Vanity,  than  resulting  from 
real  Necessity.  When  the  new  Assembly  met,  being  resolved  to  do 
every  Thing  in  our  Power  for  the  Support  &  Supply  of  the  Army, 
we  laid  before  them  all  the  Roquisiticus,  your  Excell'*  Letters,  Ac., 
&  added  every  other  Inducement,  as  you  will  see  by  the  incdoaed 
lleaaages — beside  which;  in  Letters  which  Prudence  would  not  allow 
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to  be  pnf  on  tbe  Minntes,  we  urged  tbem,  by  every  Motiye,  to  make 
an  early  Provision  for  the  Army  &  Frontiers ;  to  avail  themselves 
of  the  Time  which  the  Winter  would  afford  for  these  important 
IVeparations — bat  without  Effect;  &  after  sitting  several  Weeks,  they 
broke  up,  without  entering  into  the  Subject  farther  than  to  requite 
Cfcry  Shipper  of  Flour  to  deliver  I  of  his  Purchases  for  the  Use  of 
tbe  Army,  &  classing  tbe  Inhabitants  for  more,  by  a  Mode  which  has 
proved  very  insufficient; — at  the  prececding  Session,  we  again 
pressed  them  as  far  as  Decency  would  admit — we  represented  that  tbe 
State  of  the  Treasury,  the  Decline  of  publick  Credit,  &  other  Cir- 
enmstances,  required  tbe  most  vigorous  &  decisive  Measures.  We 
began  plainly  to  perceive,  that^  by  the  Importation  of  Specie  in 
Retam  for  the  Flour  shipped  to  the  Havanna,  &  declining  Con- 
i<lenoe  in  Paper,  we  should  soon  find  Difficulties  in  purchasing 
with  it.  We  promised  ourselves  that  some  Systetn  would  have  been 
frtrned  for  Supplies,  an  Estimate  of  which  we  laid  before  them — 
tfaey  were  informed  that  tbe  Laws  which  enabled  the  Commissaries 
to  seiie  in  Case  of  Emergency,  bad  expired.  In  the  Month  of  April, 
tbe  Business  of  Supplies  was  taken  up,  &  so  fstr  effected  as  to  direct 
an  Emission  of  about  £500,000  in  Bills  of  Credit  for  these  &  other 
Purposes.  We  were,  from  the  first,  obliged  to  purchase  at  a  great 
Depreeiation,  which  increased  to  three  &  four  for  one — but  on  the 
last  Arrivals  from  tbe  Havannah,  &  before  any  Declaration  of  Ex- 
change by  public  Authority,  the  Purchases  immed'ly  stopped,  no 
Flour  oould  be  had  but  for  Money ;  &  so  it  has  continued  ever  since, 
the  late  Supplies  having  been  procured  chiefly  on  an  Exchange  for 
Smlt.  We  then  had  Recourse  to  the  Law  directing  }'  to  be  delivered 
to  tbe  State ;  bur  here,  again,  we  were  disappointed ;  the  Merchants 
would  not  deliver  the  j  for  Paper  MT)ney  but  at  a  Depreciation 
dettmctive  of  the  Money,  &  many  wholly  declining  it.  When  the 
Penalty  was  to  be  enforced,  we  were  informed  they  would  unlade  it, 
■end  it  over  to  New  Jersey  or  tbe  Delaware  State,  in  small  Craft,  & 
re-ship  it  from  thence.  Your  Ezcelk  advises  to  compulsory  Means, 
mil  others  failing ;  every  other  State  has  Laws  enabling  its  Execu- 
tive, in  Emergency,  to  use  such  Measures — these  Laws  heretofore  sub- 
ttsted  in  this  State ;  but,  being  temporary  &  now  expired,  the  present 
Assembly  have  not  thought  it  adviseable  to  renew  them,  or  repose  any 
aiich  Confidence  in  their  Execution.  It  may  seem  strange  to  your 
Exeelk,  but  it  is  not  less  true,  that  we  have  not  legal  Power  to  impress 
A  single  Horse  or  Wagon,  let  the  Emergency  be  what  it  will ;  nor 
have  we  any  legal  Power  whatever  over  Property  in  any  Instance  of 
poblick  Distress,  or  to  apprehend  the  most  notorious  Emissary  from 
the  Enemy  on  any  other  than  strict  legal  Proof.  The  Persons 
described  in  your  ExeeH'ys  Letter  last  Fall,  as  inlisting  Men  for 
tbe  Enemy,  which  was  laid  before  the  Assembly,  are*now  at  large, 
entitled  to  all  the  Benefit  of  a  Habeas  Corpus.  In  this  SUte  of 
Imbaeility,  with  no  other  Money  but  what  is  universally  refused, 
even  bj  those  who  had  the  principal  Share  in  emitting  it  t  without 
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Powers  to  seise,  under  any  Ciroumstanoes,  we  feel,  wo  regret,  our 
Inability  to  answer  the  pablio  Expectations,  with  the  keenest  Sensi- 
bilty.  We  have  oommunicated  onr  Situation  to  Congress ;  we  have 
requested  them  to  oo-operate  with  us,  &  give  private  Interest  some 
Cheek  in  the  publick  Favour,  untill  the  Magazines  could  get  a  Sup- 

Sly.  We  requested  them  to  recommend  an  Embargo,  for  unless  that 
[easure  comprehended  New  Jersey  &  Delaware,  it  would  not  avail 
here ;  we  even  requested  them  to  seize  the  outward  bound  Vessels 
laden  with  Flour,  assuring  them  of  our  Concurrence  in  such  a  Case 
of  Necessity — For  we  must  frankly  acknowledge  there  is  no  Scarcity 
in  the  Country — This  City  has  now  an  Abundanoe  for  Exportation, 
tho'  we  cannot  obtain  a  BarrcU  with  our  Money,  this  Commodity 
being  only  attainable  for  Specie.  We  have  as^in  called  the  Assem- 
bly, with  the  last  Hope  of  receiving  some  Relief  under  our  oompli- 
plicated  Burthens  *&  Distresses,  which  are  almost  insupportable  to 
Hinds  anxious  to  discharge  their  Duty  to  the  publick,  &  support  the 
Contest  to  an  honourable  Issue.  The  sufferings  of  the  Army  receive 
at  least  the  Sympathy  &  Praise  of  their  Country — we  have  not  even 
this  Consolation.  We  would  ever  avoid  Comparisons  as  invidious ;  but 
we  believe  when  our  Supplies  are  compared  with  those  of  other  States, 
we  shall,  in  all  Respects,  have  been  found  equal  to  our  Neighbours ; 
no  other  State  making  regular  Returns,  their  Deficiencies  cannot  be 
80  easily  scertained  as  ours ;  but  we  have  good  Authority  to  say,  that 
for  two  Years  past  Pennsylvania  has  borne  i^  of  the  whole  Expenoe 
of  the  War.  It  is  true  our  Exertions  have  not  been  of  that  brilliant 
Nature  as  to  draw  publick  Acknowledgements,  tho'  we  are  not 
intirely  without  them.  Your  Excell'y  observes  we  are  short  of  our 
Quotas :  We  frankly  acknowledge,  that,  in  our  Opinion,  the  Abilities 
of  the  State  are  not  equal  to  the  Quota  assigned ;  but  we  have  done 
all  in  our  Power  to  attain  it.  We  do  not  find  that  any  State  has 
ever  supplied  its  Quota?  &  we  submit  to  your  ExceU'y  whether 
such  constant  Deficiencies  do  not  prove  that  the  Estimates  are  on  too 
large  a  Scale,  or  that  there  is  a  general  Reluctance  on  the  part  of  the 
People.  The  Quotas  are  the  only  Rule  by  which  your  ExceU'y  can 
go — but  when  Members  of  Congress  are  addressed  on  this  Point,  they 
answer  that  the  Estimates  are  prepared  in  the  Army,  &  they  can  only 
adopt  them  as  framed  by  the  Heads  of  the  several  Departments. 
The  Supplies  demanded  this  Year,  at  the  Rates  Congress  has 
reckoned,  which  are  much  below  Market  Prices,  are  equal  to  Eleven 
Years  Taxes,  &  all  the  Income  of  this  State  in  its  most  prosperoua 
Days  j  besides  which,  all  the  other  Expences  of  the  Frontiers,  Satis* 
faction  to  the  Army,  Support  of  Govern  mn^,  &  a  vast  Variety  of 
other  Charges  are  to  be  provided  for — All  these  to  be  defrayed  by 
Money  not  half  equal  to  the  Service  nominally ;  which  even  the 
best  Whigs  will  not  take  but  5  or  6  Times  below  its  legal  ValaOi 
many  refusing  it  altogether.  In  this  View  of  our  Situation,  we  must 
submit  to  your  Excelly's  Candour  &  to  th&t  of  the  World,  being  well 
assured  that,  all  Circumstances  known  &  oonaidered|  be  the  Gonaor 
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^tteneef  what  tbey  mfty,  we  shall  stand  justly  acquitted  of  them  befora 
Qod  ft  Man.  That  your  Excell'y  should  make  the  most  partiealar 
Repreaentatioiui  of  the  State  of  Supplies  to  CongresSi  &  urge  the 
States  to  proper  EzertionSy  perfectly  accords  with  our  Idea  of  that 
Piropriety  which  has  ever  distinguished  your  pnblick  Conduct — bat 
if  onfavourable  Inferences  are  thence  drawn,  &  Delinquencies  im- 
pated  Co  a  particular  body  of  Men,  which  are  justly  chargeable  to 
inothoTy  or  to  the  Community  at  large,  we  submit  to  your  Exceirys 
good  Judgment  whether  it  is  not  as  natural  k  just  to  state  fi'eely  & 
traly  the  true  k  real  Causes  of  our  Misfortunes;  k  whether  it  is  not 
ike  Justice  which  Innocence  k  a  faithful  Discharge  of  publick  Duty 
maoDabiy  demands.  We  acknowledge  k  lament  the  Decline  of 
pablick  Spirit;  the  Rapacity  of  Private  Gain;  the  Insolence  of 
DisaffiMtion ;  the  Malevolence  of  Faction,  k  many  other  CaoseSi 
vhieh  seem  to  have  corrupted  all  the  Springs  of  Government — Bat 
«•  disdain  every  Practice  of  this  Kind  ourselves,  k  having  endeay- 
sared,  by  Precept^  by  Example,  k  Ez^tion  of  public  Authority,  to 
eheck  these  Eviht,  so  pregnant  with  Ruin ;  we  cannot  but  cUim  an 
Exemption,  also,  from  having  any  Share  of  Censure  for  the  Oonse- 
qaeoees  they  msy  produce.  And  tho'  the  Army  may  justly  boast 
aumy  splendid  Instances  of  publick  Virtue  k  disinterested  Regard 
to  the  pablick  Interests,  we  cannot  admit  their  Claim  to  be  an 
ezelusive  one ;  at  least  we  think  civil  Characters  may,  with  Propriety, 
ask  a  candid  Construction  of  their  Conduct,  &  kind  Forbearance  with 
eaeh  other  under  mutual  Difficulties.  If  the  Service  of  the  publick 
was  not  a  sufficient  Inducement,  the  grateful  Respect  we  bear  to 
yoor  Exoell^  for  your  great  k  signal  Services,  would  operate  pow- 
erfully on  us,  as  we  are  not  ignorant  nor  inattentive  to  the  laboriousi 
tW  glorioos,  Task  which  Providence  has  assigned  to  yon,  the 
Burthens  of  which  we  rejoice  to  alleviate  whenever  it  is  in  our 
Power. 

Bat  we  shall  tresspass  too  far  on  your  Excelly's  Patience,  k  there- 
fore hasten  to  conclude  a  Letter  which  has  already  exceeded  all 
reasonaUe  Bounds. — In  doing  this,  we  apprehend  it  our  Duty  to 
mention  some  other  Particulars  of  a  publick  Nature.  In  the  last 
Page  of  the  inclosed  Paper,  your  ExceH'y  will  find  a  Report  of  the 
Assembly  on  the  Causes  of  the  Mutiny.  It  might  have  been  ex- 
pected that  Gentlemen  possessed  of  Facts,  as  they  must  have  been  in 
order  to  make  snob  a  Report,  would  have  pointed  out  the  Persons  k 
Tiansaottons  to  which  they  allude  when  they  say  <<  certain  Offences 
enqairable  by  Court  Martial  k  Military  Proceedings  were  among  the 
Causes.''  One  Instance  occurring  to  us,  we  thought  proper  to  lay 
H  before  a  Court  Martial.  We  last  Summer  sent  46,000  Dollars 
to  Camp,  [to]  pay  an  Average  of  Bounty  due  to  certain  Recruits. 
When  Oenl.  Potter  went  to  Camp  in  the  Winter,  he  was  waited  on 
by  thcM  Becroits,  complaining  of  being  defrauded  by  the  State  of 
their  Bounty.  Upon  Inquiry,  the  Receipts  were  found ;  k  among 
olhcnn  Ueat^  Bigham  appears  to  have  been  introsted  as  the  Bearer 
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of  a  conriderable  Pftrt  of  it.  On  being  called  to  answefi  bo 
aoknowled^  his  having  spent  it,  &  among  other  frivolona  Exenaeiy 
alledged  his  Necessity  on  the  Road,  tho'  apon  examining  our  Minutes 
we  foand  he  had  been  furnished  with  Money  for  his  Ezpenoea.  We 
desired  Oenl.  St  Glair  to  enquire  into  it  by  a  Court  Martial,  which 
was  readily  granted,  but  reluctantly  attended  &  as  abruptly  dtssolTcd' 
before  they  made  a  Report  They  were  called  together  again,  re* 
proved  for  their  unmilitary  Prooeedure,&  the  fact  proved  as  above  > 
but  we  do  not  know  what  is  become  of  it,  the  Officers  being  dis- 
persed without  any  Satisfaction  being  given  to  us.  We  cannot  but 
expect  Mutinies  if  Injustice  is  thus  done  the  Soldiery  with  Impunity. 
The  greatest  Part  of  these  Men,  tho'  inlisted  for  the  War,  are  now 
gone,  in  Consequence  of  the  Disappointment  of  their  Bounty.  The 
March  of  the  Pennsylvania  Line  to  the  Southward  has  been  an  Object 
of  great  Anxiety  to  us;  but  really  the  Demands  increased  upon  us 
in  such  a  Manner,  that  we  began  to  doubt  whether  they  would  ever 
march.  A  Settlement  was*  first  necessary — then  an  Advanee  of 
Monev — both  these  being  reasonable  were  complied  with;  then  a 
new  Law  was  requested  to  pay  down  I*  of  the  Depreciation,  &  a  new 
Settlement  to  be  made — then  Interest  to  be  included ;  all  which  took 
up  much  Time,  the  Articles  of  Cloathing,  &c.,  having  been  provided 
long  ago.  These  Demands  were  all  satisfied  as  soon  as  Money  could 
be  emitted.  The  Auditors  were  sent  back  to  go  round  the  State  a 
second  Time — We  made  an  Arrangement  by  which  every  Officer  waa 
to  be  settled  with  at  his  proper  Post,  &  suitable  Portions  of  Money 
sent  to  each  Place ;  but  as  soon  as  it  was  known  that  a  Payment  waa 
begun  at  Newtown,  the  Officers  came  together  in  all  Directions. 
Money  designed  for  one  Place  was  sent  to  another ;  our  Plan  sub- 
verted, &  a  whole  Week  waa  lost  To  apologizo  for  the  Delay,  the 
Auditor  was  accused  by  some  of  the  Officers  of  Drunkenness  & 
Incapacity,  tho'  ho  had  long  served  tho  Country  with  Reputation  in 
Matters  of  Account.  Expresses  came  to  us  for  new  Certificates,  for 
more  Money,  &  in  short.  Confusion  &  Delay  took  Plaee. 

Oen.  Wayne  having  intimated  to  us  his  Intention  of  writing  to 
your  Exoell^.  on  the  subject  we  hope  he  has  fully  explained  it  We 
can  assure  your  ExoelU  the  above  state  is  strictly  just.  We  complied 
with  his  Requisitions  in  every  particular  except  the  Re-appointment 
of  two  Auditors  who  on  the  first  settlement  had  made  the  moat  in- 
excusable Mistakes.  If  any  other  Delay  has  happened  than  as  we  have 
stated  above,  it  arose  from  unavoidable  necessity  ft  was  the  imme- 
diate Consequence  of  the  Requisition  of  tho  Officers  themselves  &  the 
Laws  passed  thereupon. 

Conscious  of  having  faithfully  &  diligently  applied  to  the  publiok 
service,  denying  ourselves  not  only  in  the  common  Attention  to  our 
private  Affairs  but  even  the  smallest  Amusements,  &  having  to  tho 
best  of  our  Understandings  transacted  the  publick  Business  entrusted 
to  our  Charge,  next  to  the  Approbation  of  our  own  Minds  we  would 
wish  to  give  aada&otion  to  the  Country  and  in  a  particular  Maniier  to 
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your  Exoell'yi  bat  as  in  the  Beginning  of  this  Contest  when  Want 
of  Difioipline,  of  Conrage,  ft  other  military  Virtues  brought  on  Losses 
ft  Defeats,  too  many  sought  to  ascribe  them  to  their  Generals, — so  now 
fiilduig  the  publiok  credit  sunk.  Taxes  demanded,  ft  the  spirit  which 
animated  them  in  the  Beginning  of  the  Contest  absorbed  by  priyate 
Considerations  there  are  too  many  who  seek  to  exonerate  themselyes 
by  the  most  unfair  and  even  cruel  Imputations  on  their  Rulers. — For 
our  Parts  in  particular  we  find  our  Burthen  so  great  ft  our  Officers 
w  unthankful,  that  we  shall  most  cheerfully  give  place  to  men  of 
better  abilities,  and  to  whom  more  Confidence  may  be  given — ^in 
Fidelity  ft  Diligence  we  cannot  yield  to  any.  And  whenever  our 
Country  shall  think  proper  to  dismiss  us  either  with  Praise  or  Gen- 
nrsy  we  shall  retire  with  the  Consciousness  of  having  with  sincerity 
ft  IXligence  endeavoured  to  do  our  duty.  While  we  remain  in  Office 
le  duul^  (as  we  may  be  supported  ft  enabled)  exert  ourselves  Ibr 
the  public  Welfare  ft  ever  pay  a  scrupulous  Regird  to  the  Reoui- 
litioiis  of  Congress  ft  the  Representations  your  Exoell'y  may  Umik 
proper  to  make. 

With  these  sentiments  and  entreating  your  ExeelFy  to  excuse  the 
length  of  this  letter,  we  hasten  to  add  our  fervent  Wishes  for  the 
Continuanoe  of  your  Health,  Honor  ft  that  the  future  Happiness  of 
your  life  may  oompeuMte  the  Cares  ft  Anxieties  which  now  attend 
it — ^And  to  subscribe  ourselves  with  Respect  and  Esteem. 
Your  Exceiry  obed.  Hbbl.  servt., 

JOS.  REEDy  Pies. 
hdaned—MvLj  17, 1781. 


Military  Division  of  Bbbforb  Co.  1781. 

May  the  18tb,  1781. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Lieuts.  ft  Sab  Lieuts.  of  Bedford  County 
have  devided  the  said  County  Into  Districkts  as  follows,  that  is  to 
Say,  Bedford  Township  Turkey  Foot,  Brother  Vally,  Qemihoning, 
t  M ilford  Township,  and  that  part  of  Providence  Township  on  the 
Qorth  nde  Juniatta  River  to  compose  one  Battallion. 

Dublin  Township,  Shurley,  Barree,  Hopewell,  Frankstown,  & 
Handngton  Townsnip,  are  to  Compose  One  Battallion. 

Air  Township,  Bethel,  Providence,  Colerain  and  Cumberland 
Talley  Townships  are  to  Compose  One  Battallion,  Except  those  of 
the  Inhabitants  that  live  on  the  north  Side  of  Juniatta  River,  ft 
John  Livingston,  Amos  Jones,  Adam  Miller,  ft  Abraham  Covalt, 
that  livaa  on  the  South  Side  of  Juniatta,  they  are  to  fall  in  with  the 
Bedford  Battallion  this  Division  agreed  to  By, 

GEORGE  ASHMAN,  L.  B.  C. 
ROBERT  CULBERTSON,  S.  L.  B,  C. 
JAMES  MARTAIN,  S.  L.  B.  C. 
EDWARD  COMBS,  S.  L  B.  C. 
7* 
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Ck>L.  Sam.  Miles  to  Pres.  Rbed,  1781. 

Philftda.  VLfLj  the  18tb,  1781. 
Sir, 

The  City  Wardens  bave  calFd  on  to  remove  the  fence  from  a  Lett 
of  ground  up  market  street,  between  Eleventh  &  Twelveth  streets,^ 
indoaed  for  the  oae  of  the  Public.  I  ahonld  be  loath  to  ask  any 
favor  of  your  Exellency  or  the  Honorable  Council  that  woald  be  in- 
oonufltant,  or  put  you  under  any  difficulty  in  granting,  but  being 
unacquainted  with  the  law  respecting  these  Letts,  I  take  the  liberty 
of  asking  permission  in  behalf  of  the  Publick  of  holding  this  lot 
at  least  till'  the  day  of  sale,  if  it  should  be  sold,  and  douht  not  but 
permission  will  be  granted  me  if  it  can  be  done  with  propriety, 
It  is  now  in  good  grass  &  being  so  near  the  stables^  is  exoecdingly 
eoBvenient,  especially  for  sick  Horses  which  frequently  require 
grassi  and  at  the  same  time  must  be  often  looked  after. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

your  Excellencies  most  obedt 

&  most  Hble.  Servt 

SAML.  MILES  D.  Q.  M. 
Directed^ 
His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esqr.,  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Board  of  War  to  Prbs.  Besd,  1781. 

War  office  May  19  1781. 
Sir, 

The  Board  have  been  informed  by  a  Letter  from  Qenh  Wayne 
that  Mr.  Henry  Lancaster  has  it  in  his  Power  to  furnish  Leather 
accoutrements  to  Moylan's  Horse  if  he  had  Authority  from  Coun- 
cil for  the  Purpose.  We  do  ourselves  the  Honour  to  enclose  his  Letter 
to  General  Wayne  on  the  Subject,  &  if  the  Council  can  with  any 
Propriety  enable  him  to  provide  the  accoutrements  we  beg  the 
Favour  of  them  to  do  it  &  agree  that  all  Monies  advanced  on  this 
account  out  of  the  State  Treasury  be  charged  to  the  United  States. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be, 
with  great  respect  your  very  obed.  Servt 

RICHARD  PETERS. 
By  Order, 
His  Excellency  President  Reed. 

*  Qirard'i  Square.  ? 
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Pees,  of  Congress  to  Prbs.  Rbbd^  1781. 

Gironlar. 

Philadelphia,  May  19th,  1781. 
Sir, 

Congress  are  ander  the  disagreeable  necessity  of  informing  yon 
that  they  have  received  advices  from  the  Commander  in  Chief  & 
o£5icers  commanding  separate  Posts  assuring  them  that  unless  sappliea 
of  provisions  are  immediately  famished  by  the  State  the  Army  must 
disband  and  some  of  the  most  important  posts  be  evacuated. 

This  alarming  Iiftelligence  Congress  have  thoueht  proper  to  com- 
municate to  the  respective  states  and  at  the  same  time  to  assure  them 
that  unless  prevented  by  a  full  &  speedy  compliance  of  the  State  with 
the  Requisitions  of  Congress  those  fatal  Events  must  inevitably  take 
place. 

By  order  of  Congress, 
SAM.  HUNTINGTON,  President 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency,  President  Reed. 


Pres.  of  Congress  to  Prbs.  Reed,  1781. 

Circular. 

Philadelphia,  May  19, 1781. 
Sir, 

Tour  Excellency  will  receive  enclosed,  the  Copy  of  a  Resolve  of 
the  17th  Instant,  recommending  to  the  several  Legislatures  to  enact 
Laws  makine  further  Provision  [as  specified  in  the  Act]  to  guard 
against  the  Abuses  &  deceitful  Practices  of  the  British  by  making 
use  of  Papers  and  Clearances  they  may  take  in  American  Vessels. 

The  Measures  recommended  in  this,  and  the  former  Resolve  of 
the  11th  of  November,  1780,  become  the  more  necessary,  as  our  Allies 
have  not  only  suffered  by  the  Deception  of  the  British,  but  in  several 
Instancy  our  own  People  in  the  West  Indies  have  also  suffered  from 
the  French,  under  the  Apprehension  that  they  were  British,  for 
want  of 'Evidence  &  proper  Documents  to  evince  the  contrary. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  very  great  Respect^ 
Your  Excellency's 
most  obedient  & 

most  humble  Servant. 
SAM.  HUNTINGTON,  President 
Dtrectedf 
His  Excellencyi  Preaident  Reed. 
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Besolyb  of  CoNa&xsSy  1781. 

Bj  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled^  May  17ib,  17S1. 

Wherecu,  The  hon^>*  the  Minister  of  France  hath  represented  to  ns, 
that  the  precaations  pointed  out  in  the  Resolution  of  Congress  of  the 
11th  of  Nov  1780,  are  insuffioient  to  prevent  the  abuse,  which  the 
British  maj  make  of  Papers  or  Clearances  they  take  in  American 
prizes  if  confined  to  vessels  of  War  and  not  extended  to  merchant 
vessels  and  in  general  all  Vessels  dbpatched  from  the  United  StateSy 
thereforci 

Refolved,  That  it  be,  and  it  is  hereby  recommended  to  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  several  States,  that  they  enact  Laws  as  soon  as  may  be^ 
ordering  the  naval  officers  in  their  respective  ports  to  require  the 
Master  and  chief  Mate  of  all  Vessels  unarmed  as  well  as  armed,  which 
shall  be  dispatched  from  their  respective  ports,  to  undersign  their 
Clearance  in  the  presence  of  the  naval  Officer  of  the  port,  who  is 
also  to  insert  on  the  back  of  the  clearance,  a  minute  Description  of 
the  persons  of  the  Master  and  his  mate,  with  their  age,  Stature, 
Complexion,  &c.  respectively,  and  to  certify  the  same  under  his 
Signature  and  seal  of  office. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,*  Seo^. 


Lt.  Gborqe  Ashman  to  Pabs.  Reed,  1780. 

Bedford  County,  Littleton,  May  19"^,  1781. 
Sir, 

On  Friday  the  fourth  of  this  Instant  the  Indians  came  into  this 
County  Killed  one  man  a  woman  and  two  children  and  took  one 
man  prisoner  within  one  mile  of  Col*>  John  Pipers  on  Yellow  creek, 
I  have  Just  received  the  returns  of  all  the  male  white  Inhabitants 
residing  in  this  county  that  come  under  the  Militia  Law  in  the 
whole  foureteen  Hundred  and  fifty  six  and  am  now  formine  them.  I 
hope  your  Exoelency  will  order  one  hundred  of  the  Militia  of  Cum- 
berland County  to  be  ready  to  take  post  in  this  county  when  those 
that  are  now  heare  are  discharged,  which  will  be  the  foureteenth  day 
of  June  or  send  me  such  orders  as  will  enable  me  to  call  out  the 
Militia  of  this  County  from  the  interior  parts  of  it  by  that  time.  If 
this  is  omitted  I  can  assure  your  Exoelency  that  a  principal  part  of 
the  Inhabitants  of  this  County  will  moove  of,  as  many  familys  have 
already  moov'd  when  the  late  damage  was  dun.  I  have  been 
obliged  to  surply  the  Cumberland  Militia  with  ammunition  therefore 
picas  to  order  three  hundred  of  powder  and  six  hundred  of  Lead  to 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  788, 
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be  sent  for  the  uae  of  this  oonnty  as  soon  as  possible  as  the  Count/ 
ii  mach  in  want  of  amnnition  you  may  depend  that  nothing  shall 
be  wanting  of  me  in  the  execution  of  my  office  that  is  in  my  power. 
I  hare  the  honour  to  be  your  Exoelencys 

most  Obedient  Humble  Servant. 

GBORGE  ASHMAN,  L.  B.  0. 

His  Excelenoy,  Joseph  Beed,  lEsquirei  supreme  Judge  of  the  Eze* 
eiiki?e  Counoil. 


Pbb8.  Brid  to  Col.  Sam.  Milbs,  1781. 

fir, 

M'  Baatdier  has  again  applied  about  his  money.  It  has  erer  been 
eiandered  that  when  Waggons  are  called  into  publiok  service  upon 
tbe  Reqnisitioii  of  Gkn.  Washington  &  the  Congress  the  Continental 
(^  Master  has  paid  them.  We  do  not  recoolleot  an  Instance  to  the 
eoatnry  k  therefore  after  deliberating  upon  your  Letter  cannot 
tbifik  it  our  Dnty  to  establish  a  Precedent  which  will  be  injurious 
to  the  state.  As  M'  Bautcher^a  Case  is  a  very  hard  one  &  we  are 
KOfflble  of  your  Difficulties  about  money  if  by  any  Order  on  us  or  on 
ny  other  mode  it  can  be  carried  into  account  we  will  endeavour  to 
feraiah  yon  with  the  Money  for  the  Occasion.  As  we  have  Reason 
^  acknowledge  your  Care  &  Attention  frequently  in  our  Concerns 
^th  the  Departm.  we  make  no  Doubt  you  will  contrive  some  Mode 
to  relieve  both  yourself  &  us  from  his  complaints  which  uufortu- 
^Ij  are  but  too  reasonable. 

I  am  Sir, 

your  obed.  &  very  Hbble  Ser. 

May  19%  1781. 


PbS&  BbED    10  MOKS.   HOLEBB,   1781. 

Sir, 

h  SQswer  to  your  Favour  of  this  morning  respecting  the  Vessels 
^g  to  S*  Domingo  am  to  acquaint  you  that  the  Naval  Officer 
1^  ken  spoken  to  on  the  Occasion  ft  will  not  make  any  farther 
^^Benlty. 

I  am  Sir, 

yoor  obed.  Hbble  Serv. 

Hay  29tb;  1781. 
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Pbbs.  Bbed  to  Wm.  Henrt,  1781. 

Sir, 

Gen.  Wayne  has  tranflmitted  to  us  &  the  Board  of  War  a  Copy  o 
your  Letter  to  him  of  the  16  Inst.,  wherein  you  observe  that  i 
Council  will  give  Orders  for  equipping  the  60  Dragoons  you  wil 
provide  them  in  2  weeks.  You  must  be  sensible  that  the  Mode  o 
turning  over  the  Money  from  State  to  Congress  is  not  perfeotli 
agreeable  to  as,  &  we  wish  to  avoi'd  it  as  mucii  as  possible,  but  ii 
the  present  Case  we  are  so  anxious  to  do  every  Thing  in  our  Pow« 
that  we  consent  to  it  upon  the  following  Terms,  which  your  knowi 
Punctuality  in  Business  assures  us  you  will  comply  with,  vis.  Thai 
you  furnish  the  Board  of  War  immediately  after  with  a  Return  o: 
the  Money  expended  &  if  there  are  any  former  Monies  dnder  the  8am< 
Predicament  to  include  them,  &  at  the  Same  Time  forward  an  Ordei 
on  the  Board  in  favour  of  Mr.  Rittenhouse  which  being  negotiated 
with  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  may  enable  ua  to  tak< 
Credit  in  his  Books  for  the  sum^  &  you  at  the  same  Time  have 
Credit  with  Mr.  Rittenhouse. 

Gen.  Greene  has  received  a  small  Check  at  Camden,  in  Gonaa' 
quenoeof  a  Sally  made  by  Ld.  Rawdon  but  it  is  not  of  mnch  Conae' 
quenoe  as  he  immediately  reinvested  the  PlaoCi  his  Loss  is  108  killed, 
wounded  &  missing,  the  Enemy  lost  50  Prisoners,  other  Loaaea  nol 
known.  Gen.  Marion  aupprized  a  Post  of  100  Men  (73  Briliah 
Troops)  a  few  Days  before — Gen.  Green  seems  assured  of  final 
Success  at  Camden  which  we  hope  a  few  Days  will  realise. 
I  am  Sir, 

Your  Obed.  Hbbl.  Serv. 

William  Henry  Esqr.,  Lancaster.  j 

Indorsed 

May  21, 1781. 


Prbs.  Reed  to  John  Nicholson,  1781. 

Philad.  May  21,  1781. 
Sir, 

Your  Letter  of  yesterday  was  duly  received  &  your  Request  oora- 
plcd  with,  Mr.  having  received  £4000  which  he  will  deliver 

you.  We  expected  you  would  have  acknowledged  the  Receipt  of 
£10,000  sent  up  by  Mr.  Hayes  one  of  our  Members  &  lod^  with 
Mr.  Slagh  till'  you  should  reach  York  Town.  Your  changing  yonf 
Boute  from  that  which  you  made  when  you  settled  the  Depreciation 
was  unexpected,  and '  has  occasioned  some  of  this  Difficulty  aa  we 
forwarded  the  Money  to  York  Town  expecting  it  would  overtake 
you  at  that  Place.  However  we  intreat  that  no  Difficulty  may  arise 
with  you  or  us,  as  we  are  extremely  anxious  to  hear  the  Troops  are 
on  march,  &  especially  as  there  has  been  already  some  unjust  Re- 
flections thrown  upon  us  on  account  of  the  Delay.     You  will  endear- 
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onr  (fini  oonmiltiDg  Gen.  Wayne)  in  some  proper  manner  to  rignity 
to  the  Serjeants  the  sense  we  have  of  their  Conduct  in  adrancing 
the  Money,  &  by  all  Means  punctnally  to  repay  them  Least  yon 
nray  be  alarmed  with  a  Report  of  Gen.  Green's  being  defeated,  I  oould 
infonn  you  that  the  true  acct.  is  that  having  invested  Camden  he 
mtde  some  Detatohments  which  Ld.  Rawdon  taking  advantage  of 
made  a  sally  in  which  he  was  well  received  &  our  Troops  got  so 
moeh  advantage  as  to  take  250  Prisoners  but  a  Part  of  a  Maryland 
R^  unfortunately  giving  Way,  its  Commander  directed  a  Retreat 
vbioh  was  supposed  or  at  least  had  the  Effects  of  a  general  Order. 
Oar  Troops  retreated  about  8  miles  without  losing  any  Cannon  or 
Taggonsy  Returned  to  their  General  again  that  Evening,  k  were 
prosecuting  the  Seige  with  Spirit  so  as  to  expect  an  early  surrender, 
>  Pbat  of  100  Men  (73  Regulars,)  surrendered  to  Gen.  Mariony  & 
CoL  Lee. 

lam  Sir,  Tour  Obed.  Hbble.  Senrt. 


Pbes.  Besj)  to  Sbig.  Gbk.  Watne,  1781. 

St. 

On  tike  19  Inst  in  the  Evening  I  received  your  Favour  of  the  16. 

11m  Ineooveniencies  of  the  County  Treasurer  applying  the  Money 

tothe  nse  of  his  Offiee  as  agent  for  Cloathing  is  very  considerable 

&  has  already  perplexed  the  affairs  of  the  State  to  a  great  Degree. 

^Qt  as  we  are  anxious  to  comply  with  every  Request  where  it  can  be 

^0B6  without  doing  too  great  an  Injury,  we  have  wrote  to  Mr  Henry 

^  oompleat  the  Equipments  as  soon  as  possible,  &  we  will  negotiate 

^h«  Settlement  afterwards.     We  have  already  given  the  most  express 

^^ers  to  the  Commissioners  at  Lancaster  &  York  to  purchase 

^mttle  k  have  also  sent  them  Money  for  the  Purpose.     We  are  glad 

^  find  that  Mr.  Shermans  Delay  has  not  occasioned  any   material 

^■ffioulty  of  march  as  Mr.  Nicholson  writes  us  that  the  4th,  Regiment 

^^d  not  arrtvrd  at  York  the  20th.     We  learn  that^the  5th  marched 

£*X)m  Reading  last  Week — Mr.  Nicholson  taking  a  Route  different 

^f>m  his  former,  disappointed  us  as   the  Money  was  forwarded  to 

^ork  Town  for  him.     We  have  despatched  bis  Express  with   all 

^^^ssible  Haste,  fully  complied  with   his  Requisition  so  that  we 

^^^  all  Diffioulties  on  the  Subject  are  now  over. 

^^  That  yon  may  not  be  misled  by  false  Rumours  with  Respect  to 

^^n.  Greene  1  enclose  you  President  Huntingtons  note  to  me  on 

^*^e  affair. 

By  the  Days  post  we  learn  that  De  Lancy  surprized  Col.  Green  at 
^e  White  Plains,  killed  him,  his  Major,  &  3  Privates,  capturing 
^O  of  others  with  some  Subaltern  Officers. 

The  Expiesi  waiting,  have  only  Time  to  add  that  I  am  with  th« 
^ost  fCTfeoi  go  d  Wishes  to  yourself  &  Detatobment. 

Sir  Your  Obed.  k  very  Hbble  Servt. 
*idor«rf,— May  21, 1781. 
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Col.  Adam  Hublby  to  Prbs.  Rbsb^  1781, 

From  LancasteTi  May  21st»  1781. 
Sir, 

I  received  the  favour  of  your  letter  of  the  10*^  Inetant,  a  few  dayi 
sinoey  incloBing  a  resolution  from  Coanoil  eonfirming  the  oaU  of  y* 
2*1  Class  of  the  S'^"  Batallion  of  Lan'  County  militia.  The  whole  oi 
the  2"*  Class  of  the  three  Battallions,  including  non-Gom*  offioen 
&c.,  Amount  to  a  few  more  men  than  the  number  required,  howevei 
I  find  we  have  use  for  them  as  our  situation  is  by  no  means  the 
most  desirable.  The  Bayonetts,  sent  under  the  oare  of  M'  Haje 
also  eame  safe  to  hand. 

A  daring  plot  was  discovered  on  the  night  of  the  16**  instant  at 
the  barracks,  in  which  are  confined  the  British  Prisonersi  wbiek 
however  by  the  early  intiligenoe  we  received  was  happily  flrusterated. 
About  11  <»Clock  at  night  I  was  called  upon  by  the  officer  of  the 
Guard  who  informed  me  a  soldier  of  the  71"*  regiment  had  come  to 
the  guard  house  (one  of  y*  Block-houses,)  desiring  admittance,  that 
he  had  a  matter  of  importance  to  communicate,  he  was  accordiu^y 
admitted  and  gave  the  following  intellegenoe.  That  the  Serjeants 
of  the  Prisoners  had  a  private  and  unanimous  meeting  that  day  and 
form'd  a  plan  to  effect  the  escape  of  the  whole,  vis :  They,  after  their 
meeting  broke  up  inform'd  the  Prisoners  <^  their  resdutioa  and  gave 
directions  for  the  whole  to  be  in  readiness  on  the  proceeding  day  td 
avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity  when  the  Gates  opened  for  the 
delivery  of  their  Wood  the  whole  to  rush  out,  surpriie  the  Guard  A 
disarm  them,  they  then  would  proceed  to  town  where  a  oertain 
Inhabitant  (his  name  we  cannot  find  out,)  would  conduct  them  to  a 
Magaiine  of  arms  &  ammunition,  these  they  were  also  to  take,  then 
to  ^ht  their  way  thro'  the  Country  and  effect  their  escape. 

I  immediately  on  receiving  the  information  after  making  soiM 
necessary  dispositions  of  the  Guard  entered  the  Barraek  yard,  and 
ordered  the  whole  of  the  Serjeants  (upward  of  forty  in  number,)  to 
parade,  which  after  some  time  was  effected,  I  then  gave  them  ia 
charge  of  the  Guard  and  had  them  conducted  to  the  Jail  were  they 
are  now  safely  lodg'd.  We  have  800  Prisoners  here,  the  number  of 
disaffected  people  thro'  this  Country  is  very  considerable  so  that  our 
situation  is  truly  alarming  when  I  consider  the  state  in  which  I  Ind 
the  militia,  should  the  Prisoners  once  dear  themselves  of  the 
barracks  the  few  men  on  Guard  who  no  doubt  would  do  their  duty 
would  not  be  able  to  stop  them.  The  well  disposed  Inhabitants  who 
would  be  willing  to  lend  their  aid  &  assistance /or  want  o/amu  can 
only  be  idle  spectators  and  perhaps  see  their  own  &  neiffhbomi 
property  destroyed  without  being  able  to  give  the  least  opposition* 

If  some  ways  &  means  could  be  &llen  on  to  arm  the  militia  o| 
this  Town  I  should  consider  it  safe  from  any  attempt  of  the  prisonen 
or  their  Emissaries. 
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Bj  the  particular  desire  of  the  most  reputable  Inhabitants  of  this 
place  I  am  to  solioite  Covnoil  that  thoj  do  arm  and  relief  after  the 
expiration  of  their  Tour  the  present  Guard  by  an  equal  number  of 
men  firom  the  8^  Batallion  (town  militia,)  only  and  this  Batallion 
to  be  reserved  (so  long  we  have  the  prisoners  with  us,)  for  that  duty. 
It  will  answer  rarious  good  purposes.  The  farmer  will  now  be 
wanted  in  the  field  to  gather  his  Harvest  and  the  expenses  of  quar- 
tering Country  militia  when  call'd  upon  to  perform  a  tour  of  duty 
ean  be  saved  as  the  Town  people  have  their  own  houses  to  go  to, 
besides  should  their  be  a  call  for  militia  to  march  this  summer  this 
town  must  in  a  manner  be  loft  naked  as  the  Ouards  merely,  would 
not  be  sufficient  to  secure  800  Prisoners  exclusive  of  their  Emissaries 
which  I  believe  are  not  inconsiderable. 

Other  reasons  could  be  advanced  but  Council  will  from  what  has 
already  been  said  be  able  to  determine  on  the  matter. 

I  could  wish  in  the  present  eritietil  moment  of  affairs  to  conclude 
and  give  Council  as  little  trouble  as  possible  But  necessity  as  well 
as  duty  obliges  me  to  demand  a  further  indulgence  and  give  Council 
a  short  narrative  of  an  unhappy  affair  which  happened  on  the  19^*^ 
instant  between  the  Ouards  and  Colo.  Moylar's  Dragoons.  It 
appears  one  of  the  Dragoons  for  some  offence  which  he  had  eom- 
initted  was  put  into  the  Goal-honse,  a  reseue  by  the  Draeoons  was 
agreed  on,  they  aeoordingly  assembled  armed  with  Pistols  and 
■words  mareh'd  to  the  Barracks  and  one  more  daring  than  the  rest 
atept  up  to  the  sentinel  who  previously  desired  him  not  to  advance 
or  he  would  pat  him  to  death,  this  however  bad  no  effect,  he  (the 
Dragoon)  first  cocking  &  presenting  his  loaded  Pistol  attempted  to 
•ieie  the  sentinel's  arms  who  instantly  fired  &  killed  him,  the 
deoeas'd's  Pistol  in  his  falling  went  off  also  &  wounded  one  of  the 
militia  men  in  the  thigh. 

This  gave  alarm  to  the  Town  &  the  Horse  finding  their  situation 
rather  precarious  made  off  to  their  respective  quarters.  Ever  since 
this  affair  the  Inhabitants  have  been  kept  in  continual  alarm  on 
aeoount  of  the  threads  and  behaviour  of  the  dragoons  who  swear 
▼engeanoe  against  the  militia  and  particularly  the  sentinel  who  like 
a  good  soldier  did  his  duty  on  his  post  (an  inquest  was  held  on  the 
body  of  the  deceased,)  He,  for  his  security  has  kept  in  the  Ouard- 
lioase  ever  sinoe,  they  have  threatncd  to  force  the  Guards  and  seise 
him,  indeed  last  evening  (12  ''Clock,)  some  attempts  were  made  but 
the  activity  of  the  out  Centinels  after  ^ailing  some  men  who  were 
coming  towards  him  and  receiving  impertinent  language,  fir'd,  and 
this  day  tbo'  it  is  not  yet  clearly  found  out  we  are  informed  one  of 
the  Hoffman  was  shot  thro'  the  arm.  I  have  call'd  on  the  Com' 
officer  of  the  Horse  and  requested  he  with  his  officers  should  exert 
themselves  in  putting  a  stop  to  this  affair,  every  step  by  them  is 
taken  I  believe  to  find  out  the  leaders  and  have  them  punished,  the 
magistrates  meet  this  afternoon  for  the  same  purpose,  my  aid  and 
aaaistanoe  ahall  not  be  wanting,  but  the  insult  offered  Goremment 
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and  the  oontinoal  alarm  the  Inhahitante  are  kept  in  has  determined 
me  to  give  the  most  pointed  orders  to  the  Guard  and  I  have  no 
reason  to  doubt  but  they  will  do  their  duty. 

I  have  in  consequence  of  the  resolution  of  Goaaoil  sloping  the 
Oollecting  of  fines  unless  from  those  people  who  chose  to  pay  state 
money  at  the  rate  of  75  for  one,  stop'd  the  Collectors  from  collecting 
the  late  fines  untill  your  further  orders  which  should  be  glad  to  hear 
of  as  soon  as  possible.  We  meet  with  difficulty  in  Drawing  candies, 
paper,  &c.y  for  the  G-nards  which  they  cannot  possibly  do  without 
from  quartermaster,  he  thinks  it  necessary  an  order  from  Council  or 
Board  of  war  for  that  purpose  should  be  sent 
I  am  with  greatest  respect 

your  Ezcell'ys  most  obt.  Serv*, 

AD-  HUBLET,  Je.,  L*  1/  C. 


Lt.  Sam*l  Bba  to  Frbs.  Bbbb,  1781. 

Northampton^  May  21^  1781. 
Hon»*  Sir, 

Since  my  last  the  Enemy  have  withdrawn  from  the  frontier 
without  doing  any  further  damage  Except  Binning  a  Bam.  I  have 
called  in  the  two  Battalions  that  marched  to  the  assistance  of  the 
frontier  and  have  left  a  Guard  of  one  hundred  men  that  was  ordered 
out  by  your  Excellency's  directions  which  I  hope  will  be  approved. 

I  have  received  the  Ammunition  that  was  sent  under  the  oare  of 
Captain  Shrawder.  Your  Excellency  wrote  to  me  that  we  have  had 
in  our  County  since  April,  1780,  one  thousand  two  hundred  and 
twenty  five  Pounds  of  Powder  and  one  thousand  six  hundred  and 
fifty  of  Lead  which  I  apprehend  must  be  a  Mistake  as  I  have  had  an 
account  of  but  700  Ib^  of  Powder  and  1200  of  Lead  before  what  was 
sent  by  Captain  Shrawder. 

I  Expect  to  be  in  with  my  accounts  the  29th  or  80th  of  this 
Instant  at  which  time  I  purpose  to  resign  my  Commission  as  the 
Circumstance  of  my  family  will  not  admit  of  me  serving  any  longer 
And  as  your  Excellency  requested  me  to  recommend  a  pay-master 
of  the  Militia  of  this  County  therefore  I  would  recommend  John 
McFarren,  Jun',  for  that  office. 
I  am  Sir 

your  Excellency's  most  obedient 

and  very  Humble  servanf, 

SAMUEL  BEA,  Liu*.* 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed,  Esq'',  President  of  Pennsylvania. 

*  Basigned  en  the  80ih  May,  1781.    CoU  Bee  VoL  XIL,  p.  786. 
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Chablbs  Pbttit  to  Fbbs.  Reed,  1781. 

Philadelphia,  21*'  May,  1781. 
Sir, 

I  sinoerelj  wish  it  was  in  my  power  to  give  yotir  Excellency  an 
aoearate  estimate  of  the  public  debts  in  this  State,  ascertained  by 
eertificates  given  in  the  Quarter  Master's  department ;  but  at  present 
it  is  a  business  out  of  my  reach.  I  will  however,  give  you  the  best 
estimate  I  can. 

In  February  last  I  was  called  upon  by  a  Committee  of  Congress 
for  sQch  an  estimate  for  the  whole  department  throughout  the  United 
States.     On  comparing  the  returns  I  then  had,  and  I  have  received 
none  since,  I  found  the  debts  in  Pennsylvania,  of  which  I  had  an 
aoeoont,  amounted  to  about  thirteen  millions  four  hundred  thousand 
(lollars.     Of  thes^  about  one  half,  or  rather  more  were  returned  as 
king  settled  in  continental  money  &  certificates  given  for  them. 
Bat  as  orders  had  been  given  to  settle  the  whole  in  that  manner,  and 
the  business  may  be  yet  going  on  as  the  creditors  choose  to  accept  of 
tiuit  mode  of  settlement,  the  proportion  of  certified  debts  may  now 
be  larger.     Orders  have  also  been  given  to  liquidate  &  certify  the 
Value  in  specie  of  these  debts  respectively,  pursuant  to  the  resolution 
of  Congress  of  the  26th  of  August  last,  but  I  am  apprehensive  no 
great  progress  has  been  made  in  that  business.     These  debts  were 
contracted  at  various  rates  of  depreciation  and  I  can  form  no  certain 
idea  of  their  value  in  specie ;  but  if  I  were  to  hazard  a  conjecture  on 
the  subject  I  should  suppose  the  debts  of  the  Quarter  Master's  de- 
partment in  Pennsylvania  on  a  fair  liquidation  would  amount  to 
mbont  four  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  silver.     They  are  larger  in 
^hia  State  than  in  any  other,  and  I  have  reason  to  believe  they  are 
larger  in  continental  money  than  the  estimate  I  made  in  February  as 
^bove  mentioned.     I  have  made  no  deductions  however  for  such  as 
xnay  have  been  paid  in  for  taxes,  having  had  no  account  of  them  ; 
xieither  do  I  take  into  contemplation  on  this  occasion  any  other  than 
^he  debts  contracted  under  the  administration  of  General  Greene  as 
Quarter  Master  Gen'l,  having  no  knowledge  of  those  contracted  since. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  ^^ 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  humble  servant. 

CHA.  PETTIT,  A.  Q.  M.  Gen'L 
JHreeiedf 

His  Exoell«D<7,  The  President  of  the  SUte  of  Pennsylvania. 

Jndonedf 

May  22-'  1781.    From  Charles  Pettit,  Esquire^  Aa5  Q"  M'  Qen* 
tespecting  dobte  due  upon  Certificates. 
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OoY.  Tho's  Jefferson  of  Viro'a  to  Pass.  Rxbd,  1781. 

Charlotteaville,  Maj  22, 1781. 
Sir, 

Your  Excellency's  Favor  of  the  6th  Ins'  came  to  Hand  jeaterdaj. 
The  Movements  of  the  Enemy  since  I  did  myself  the  Honor  of  writing 
to  your  Excellency  on  the  subjcot  of  our  joint  Boundary  having 
rendered  it  necessary  in  the  Opinion  of  the  General  Assembly  for 
them  to  adjourn  to  this  Place,  the  Executive  have  of  course  oome 
hither  for  a  Time.  This  has  placed  us  at  a  great  Distance  from  M' 
Madison  and  M'  Andrews,  two  of  the  Commissioners  appointed  for 
the  Purpose  of  running  the  Boundary.  These  Gentlemen  also 
unfortunately  reside  at  Williamsburg,  a  Place  supposed  to  be  an 
Object  with  the  Enemy,  and  I  am  not  without  Fears  that  this  new 
Circumstance  will  create  Difficulties  in  the  Timo  of  their  attendance. 
I  shall  immediately  dispatch  an  Express  to  them  With  a  oommunica* 
tion  of  your  Excellency's  letter,  and  will  on  receipt  of  their  answer 
do  myself  again  the  Honor  of  writing  to  you.  In  the  mean  Time  u 
there  remain  but  three  weeks  between  this  and  the  12th  of  June,  the 
Day  propozed  by  your  Excellency  for  the  meeting  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, as  a  Part  of  this  will  be  effluxed  before  loan  receive  a  Letter 
from  our  Commissioners  and  it  is  probable  they  have  to  provide  for 
the  safety  of  their  Families  before  their  Departure.  I  will  beg  leave 
to  consider  it  as  your  Excellency's  Desire  that  as  early  a  fhj  u 
possible  after  that  may  be  fixed  on,  and  take  the  Liberty  of  oomma- 
nicating  the  earliest  at  which  they  will  be  able  to  attend  according  to 
the  answer  I  shall  receive  from  them. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  groat  Bespeoti 
your  Excellency's  most  obedient 

and  most  humble  Servant. 

TH.  JEFFERSON. 


James  Bailet  to  Pres.  Beed^  1781. 

May  it  plaas  your  Exeelincy. 

Donogall,  may  22%  1781. 
Sir, 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  Council  of  the  25th  of  July  last  I  sent 
in  to  the  Publick  service  five  brogaids  of  teams  consisting  of  fiftj-foor 
waggons,  our  deficulty  in  raising  them  was  very  great,  aa  it  was  a 
throng  time  with  the  farmers,  we  had  in  general  to  maike  up  each 
team  from  five  sundry  farmers,  (for  the  proof  of  which  I  send  yott 
Inclosed  the  praisment  bill  of  one  brogaide)  which  oeasioned  the 
Kaising  of  the  teams  to  be  tedeous  and  exspencive  as  many  peeplo 
put  their  Horses  out  of  the  way  and  their  waggons  out  of  order  in 


PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  178L  161 

the  begining  of  Janwary  last  I  went  to  Phila'>  at  the  Request  of  tha 
.fturmers  and  waggon  Masters  to  endeavor  to  draw  their  pay  and  toock 
down  the  pay  Role  Proved,  and  left  them  with  Colonel  Miles  Quarter 
Master  but  oonld  get  no  money,  be  refused  to  settle  with  me  for  my 
assistants  or  my  self  saying  the  Quarter  Masters  had  no  right  to 
aettle  with  the  county  waggon  Masters  or  their  assistants,  that  it  was 
a  state  afair,  but  only  with  the  Conductors,  and  them  he  only  allowed 
Eight  Shillings  p^  day  for  themselves  and  the  haire  of  their  Horse. 
I  am  with  the  greatest  esteem 

your  Excelencys  most  obedient 
and  very  Humble  serv't. 

JAMES  BAYLY,  W.  M. 
Lancaster  county. 
Directed^ 

To  His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire. 


Col.  Daniel  Brodhead  to  Pres.  Reed,  1781. 

Philad*  May  22-,  1781. 
Sir, 

In  the  last  Letter  I  had  the  Honor  to  address  to  your  Ez- 
oelleney,  I  mentioned  my  intention  to  carry  an  expedition  against 
the  revolted  Delaware  Towns.  I  have  now  the  pleasure  to  inform 
Tou,  that  with  about  three  hundred  men,  (nearly  half  the  number 
Volunteers  from  the  Country,)  I  surprized  the  Towns  of  Cooshask- 
ing  k  Indaochaie,  killed  fifteen  Warriors  and  took  upwards  of 
twenty  old  men,  women  k  Children.  About  four  miles  above  the 
Town,  I  detached  a  party  to  cross  the  river  Muskingum  k  destroy  a 

farty  of  about  forty  warriors,  who  had  just  before,  (as  I  learnt^ by  an 
ndian  whom  the  advance  Guard  took  prisoner,)  crossed  over  with 
some  prisoners  &  Scalps,  and  were  drunk,  but  excessive  hard  rains 
having  swell'd  the  river  bank  high,  it  was  found  impracticable.  After 
destroying  the  Towns  with  great  quantities  of  poltry  and  other 
stores  and  killing  a?out  forty  head  of  Cattle.  I  marched  up  the 
River,  about  seven  miles,  with  a  view  to  send  for  some  craft  from 
the  Moravian  Towns,  &  cross  the  River  to  pursue  the  Indians;  But 
when  I  proposed  my  plan  to  the  Volunteers,  I  found  they  conceived 
they  had  done  enough,  and  were  determined  to  return,  wherefore  I 
marched  to  Newcomers  Town,  when  a  few  Indians,  who  remain  in 
our  Interest  had  withdrawn  themselves,  not  exceeding  thirty  men. 
The  Troops  experienced  great  kindness  from  the  Moravian  Indians  k 
those  at  Newcomer's  Town  &  obtained  a  sufficient  supply  of  meat  k 
Corn  to  subsist  the  men  and  Horses  to  the  Ohio  River.  Captain 
Eillbuok  k  Captain  Luzerne,  upon  hearing  of  our  Troops  being  on 
the  Muskingum^  immediately  pursued  the  Warriors,  killed  one  of 
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their  greatest  Villains  and  brought  his  scalp  to  me.  The  plnndn 
brought  in  by  the  Troops,  sold  for  about  eighty  Thousand  poundi 
at  Fort  Henry.  I  had  upon  this  Expedition  Captain  Mantonr  A 
Wilson  &  three  other  faithful  Indians  who  contributed  greatly  to  the 
success. 

The  Troops  behaved  with  great  Spirit  &  although  there  was  con- 
siderable  firing  between  them  and  the  Indians,  I  had  not  a  man 
killed  or  wounded,  &  only  one  horse  shot. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  great  respeet  &  attachment  youi 
Excellencies 

most  obed*  most  Hh"*  8erv^ 

DANIEL  BRODHEAD. 
Col»  lat  P.  R, 
Directed, 

Hb  ExceH'y  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire. 


Pees.  Bsed  to  Pres.  of  Congress,  1781. 

Sir, 

We  received  your  Ezcell'^  Favour  of  the  19  Inst.,  advising  us  of 
the  Distress  of  the  Army  for  Provisions  &  the  Probability  of  its 
disbanding  as  well  as  the  Evacuation  of  sendry  important  Posts  if 
immediate  Assistance  is  not  given.  We  beg  Leave  to  aasure  your 
Excell'y  that  nothing  shall  be  wanting  on  our  Part  to  give  Relief 
at  the  same  time  we  must  regret  our  Inability  to  render  those  Services 
which  the  Importance  of  this  Occasion  Demands.  The  Assembly 
provided  two  modes  to  enable  the  executive  Powers  to  procure  Sup- 
plies, the  first  that  every  Shipper  of  Flour  should  deliver  one  third 
of  his  proposed  Exportation  at  Market  Price  to  the  State  Commis- 
sioners, but  this  is  gencrallv  declined  on  account  of  receiving  Paper 
in  Payment,  &  many  Vessels  go  to  Delaware  State  where  no  Restrio- 
tion  whatever  subsists.  The  second  mode  wm  by  an  Emission  of 
Paper  Money  but  for  above  a  month  past  Paper  of  all  kinds  baa 
been  pretty  ffenerally  refused  in  Payment  for  Flour.  The  Trade  in 
this  Article  being  now  carried  on  in  actual  Specie. 

With  Respect  to  compulsory  methods  which  are  recommended  to 
us  by  the  Commander  in  Chief,  we  beg  Leave  to  observe  that  the 
Laws  for  this  Purpose  being  temporary  have  expired  by  their  own 
Limitation  &  thle  present  Assembly  has  not  deemed  it  expedient  to 
renew  them  so  that  wo  have  no  leijral  Authority  whatever  to  use 
coercive  modes  or  Power  to  carry  them  into  sufficient  Effect.  The 
Oen.  Assembly  of  the  State  are  summoned  to  meet  on  the  24  Inati 
when  we  hope  some  suitable  Steps  may  be  taken  to  remedy  theaq 
great  &  alarming  Evils.    In  the  mean  Time  we  would  express  cor 


FBMNBYLYANIA  ABCHIYES  1781.  188 

BatdmetB  ts  far  m  in  our  power  to  oonour  with  the  Hon.  God- 
graM  ID  aDj  apecial  Measures  adapted  to  the  present  EmergeDoj  k 
to  rabmit  so  fiir  as  this  State  i^ooDcerned  to  any  RestriotioD  whiob 
ikili  be  thoaght  Deeessary  for  the  publiok  Servioes. 

I  have  the  HoDori  &o. 

His  Exceirj  the  Pres'  of  Congress. 
hdoned. 

May  22, 1781. 


P&BS.  Beed  to  Delegates  in  Congress,  1781. 

Oeotlemen  : 

APereon  was  lately  tried  convicted  &  *received  Sentence  of  Desth  by 
t  Coart  of  Admiralty  in  this  State  held  under  the  9th  Article  of  the 
Confederation  &  a  Law  of  this  State  for  the  trial  of  Prisoners.  The 
Record  was  transmitted  to  us  with  others  f^m  the  Supreme  Court 
&  a  Death  Warrant  has  been  signed  for  the  Execution  to-morrow — 
bat  on  consid'  the  Matter  a  Doubt  has  occured  as  to  the  Legality  of 
bis  Tryal  the  Chief  Justice  who  is  a  Delegate  of  Congress  appearing 
\>J  the  Record  to  have  sat  as  one  of  the  Judges. 

We  are  also  in  Doubt  how  far  the  Warr*  of  Execution  was  proper 
froai  this  Board  &  whether  as  the  Resolves  of  Congress  &  Articles 
of  CoDfederation  dow  stand  the  executive  Powers  are  competent 
to  the  Execution  or  Reprieve  or  Pardon  of  a  Criminal  under  this 
Act  We  therefore  request  you  would  lay  these  Matters  before  the 
Hon.  Body  of  which  you  are  Members  without  loss  of  time  &  request 
^r  Advice  &  assistance  &  if  a  Conference  should  be  deemed  neces- 
^7  we  we  will  attend  it  at  any  Time  most  convenient  to  the 
G^tlemcD  app*. 

I  am,  Gent,  with  due  Respect, 

&  Consideration  your  Obcd 

&  very  Hbble  Servt, 

May  22d,  1781,  To  the  Honble  the  Delegates  of  Pennsylvania. 


Pees,  of  Congress  to  Pres.  Reed,  1781. 

Circular. 

Phikdelphia  May  24, 1781* 
Bir, 

Tour  Excelleney  will  receive  enclosed,  several  R-solves  of  the  22d 
*''»taiit,f  Qpon  the  Report  of  a  Committee  to  devise  further  Ways 
^  Means  to  carry  on  the  present  Campaign. 

*  Sm  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  782. 

t  Bet  foregping— also  Col.  Reo.,  VoL  YII,  p.  786. 
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As  the  Measures  proposed  ia  these  Resolves  are  the  Besak  of 
Neoessity  after  doe  Deliberation,  it  is  expected  the  Neoessity  as  weU 
as  the  Importaoce  of  those  Measures  will  have  a  suitable  ImpresaioB 
on  the  States  nniversallyi  and  excite  them  to  a  vigorous  and 
punctual  Compliance. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  the  highest  Respect 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient 

&  most  humble  Servant, 

SAM'L  HUNTINGTON, 

President 
J}ireciedf 

His  Exoellency  Freddent  Reed,  Esqr. 
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By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled. 

May  22d,  1781. 
The  Report  of  the  Committee  ^appointed  to  devise  fiirther  Wayii 
and  means  to  carry  on  the  present  Campaign  ftc.,  was  taken  into 
Consideration!  whereupoui 

Resolved, 

That  the  whole  Debts  already  doe  by  the  United  States  be  liqu« 
dated  as  soon  as  may  be  to  their  specie  Value,  and  funded,  if  agreea- 
ble to  the  Creditors,  as  a  Loan  upon  Interest. 

That  the  States  be  severally  informed  that  the  Calculation  of  the 
Ezpences  of  the  present  Campaign  are  made  in  solid  Coin,  and  con- 
sequently that  the  Requisitions  from  them  respectively — being 
grounded  on  those  Calculations  must  be  complied  with,  in  such  Manner 
as  effectually  to  answer  the  purpose  designed : — ^That  Ezpences  hav- 
ing evinced  the  loeffioacy  of  all  attempts  to  support  the  Credit  of 
pape  r  Money  by  compulsory  Acts,  it  is  recommended  to  such  States 
where  Laws  making  paper  Bills  a  Tender  yet  exist  to  repeal  the 
same. 

That  the  States  be  farther  informed  that  the  Exigency  and  Situa- 
tion of  publick  affairs  is  such  that  sny  farther  Delay  in  Complying 
with  the  Requisitions  of  Congrefrs  must  prove  ruinous  and  that 
therefore  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  is  directed  immediately 
to  draw  orders  on  the  Treasurers  of  the  several  States  payable  at 
thirty  days  sight  for  their  respective  Quotas  of  the  three  Millions  of 
Dollars  called  for  on  the  26th  Day  of  August,  1780,  and  which  was  to 
have  been  paid  into  the  continental  Treasury  oh  or  before  the  last 

*  See  page  85-9. 
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lay  of  December  last,  and  that  he  will  in  like  Manner  continne  to 
ham  oraen  on  them  for  their  reepeothre  Quotas  of  the  Suma  eallei 
teby  the  Aote  of  the  4th  of  November,  and  16th  of  Maroh  Itat, 
u  they  become  doe :  and  that  it  is  expected  the  States  will  seyerally 
direct  their  Treasurers  to  accept  those  Orders  as  soon  as  presented 
i&d  take  effeotoal  Measores  to  enable  their  respective  Treasurers  to 
ptj  them  punctually  as  they  become  due. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes^ 

CHA'S  THOMSON,  Seo'y  * 


Capt.  Alexandbb  Mitchell  to  Pbes.  Bsbd,  1781. 

Wyoming^  the  25th  May,  1781. 

Sr, 

By  the  Return  [of  Stores  on  hand  and  the  Number  of  Troops 
tluit  Draws  BMions  at  this  Post,  you  may  Easily  judffe  how  the 
Qttiaon  is  Suply'd,  and  By  all  Accounts  there  b  no  beef  to  be  had 
It  Sonbury,  nor  no  Money.  The  Barror,  Mr.  Hamilton,  who  I 
htTe  appointed  Issuing  Commissary  tCt  this  Post,  is  appointed  By 
Colooei  Hunter  and  W  illiao^  Shaw,  Esqr.,  to  purchas  Sapplyes 

I  should  Be  Qlad  you  would  order  him  a  Supply  of  Money, 
N  I  think  there  Can  be  some  beef  and  Pork  Purchased  here,  or 
<^nri8e  order  some  Beef  to  be  forwarded  to  me.  I  should  be 
^Ud  Mr.  Hamilton  would  not  Be  detained,  as  I  Cannot  well  Spair 
luQ  fam,  the  Garrison. 

I  am,  with  Esteem, 

your  Excellencies  Most 

obedient  and  Very  Humble  S*, 
ALEX'R  MITCHELL,  Cap*  Comd'.f 


His  BxceUence  Governor  Beed,  Philadelphia. 

*  See  CoL  Reo.»  YoL  XIL,  p.  736. 
t  See  CoL  Kec.,  Vol.  XU.,  p.  741. 
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Bbtitrn    of  Rations   dkawk  pr.   day  by  thh  Troops 

UKDBR  THB  OOMMAND  09  COLONEL  ZeBULOH  BuTLBR, 

AT  Wyoming,  1781. 

Return  of  RtiioDS  Drawn  Pr.  day  By  tbe  Troops  Under  the  Com- 
mand  of  Colonol  Zebulin  Butler  At  Wyoming ;  When  CapUin 
Mitchell  took  the  Command,  22d  Feb',  1781. 
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N.  B.  the  women  and  Children  9raw  but  half  Rations  which 
makes  131}  Rations  Drawn  p"  day  at  tbe  Garison. 

The  above  is  the  Return  I  received  from  Mr.  Hugh  Forsman 
After  I  took  Command  of  the  Garison. 

ALEX'  MITCHELL, 

^  Cap't  Comd^ 


Col.  Alexander  Mitchell  to  Fres.  Reed,  1781. 

Wyoming,  tbe  25th  May,  1781. 
Sir, 

In  answer  to  your  letter  of  tbe  26tb  January  last,*  you  may 
depend  I  phall  make  it  my  study  to  Carcfuly  abide  by  tbe  Resolu- 
tions of  Congress  and  the  orders  of  his  Excellence  General  Wash- 
ington. You  may  Rest  Assur'd  whilst  this  place  Continues 
disputed  between  two  States  that  I  will  not  suffer  any  person  undei 
my  Command  to  Join  in  partie  on  Either  Sides ;  nor  shall  I  suffei 
any  Stores  or  Provisions  belonging  to  the  public  to  be  given  to  anj 
person  as  an  indusement  for  them  to  Continue  here,  Unless  those 
intitled  by  the  Resolves  of  Congress  to  it. 

I  have  ffot  my  Fort  almost  complcated,  and  have  Built  a  Maga* 
line,  whioE  the  plase  was  in  great  want  of,  as  there  was  no  plase  to 

*  See  Vol.  Vni.,  p.  716. 
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Ml  the  Amaniiion  But  the  Boxes  Goyered  with  Soow  and  exposed 
to  lay  Storm  that  laight  approaoh  when  I  ariv'd  here  to  take  the 
Command.  I  ahonld  have  wrote  yon  aooDer,  but  it  has  drawn  jiU 
my  attentbn  to  put  the  Fort  in  a  sitaation  of  defeooe.  Sinoe  I 
eune  to  the  post  I  have,  sent  you  a  Return  of  the  Stores  at  this 
poit  Both  in  the  Commissary  and  Quartermaster  Departments. 
I  am  with  the  Greatest  Esteem 

your  Exoelencies  most  Obedient 
and  Very  Humble  S*, 

ALEX'R  MITCHELL,  Cap*  Comd*.* 


Bbtubn  of  Stores  on  hand  in  the  Commissabt 
Department  at  Wyoming,  1781. 

B«toni  of  stores  on  hand  in  the  Com'y  Department,  at  the  post  of 
Wyoming,  25th  May,  1781. 

^  Barrels  of  9b)or,  13,975!fo,  Nett  Weight 

4  Barrels  of  salt  shad,  Containing  400. 

3,489ft  of  Dryd  Beef,  whioh  has  be^n  CondcmM. 

10  Bushels  of  Potatoes. 

l>Otb  Bisquet 

1  Hogshead,  5  Barrels,  and  9*Kegs  of  Salt. 

^  Barrels  of  Whiskey,  ContainiDg  152  Gallons. 

2  Barrels  of  Sof  Soap. 
IMlb  Candles. 

THOMAS  HAMILTON. 

To  Captain  Mitchell. 


Board  of  War  to  Pres.  Reed,  1781. 

War  office,  May  25, 1781.    . 

Sir, 

^e  Board  have  the  Honour  to  enclose  a  Resolution  of  Congress 
^  the  Subject  of  the  Convention  Troops.  We  have  ooooluded  to 
^  them  to  Rutland,  in  Massachusetts  Bay,  as  the  Theater  of  the 
"•f  will  most  probably  be  in  the  Southern  States.  We  have  to 
'•qieit  your  Excellency  k  the  Honble  Council  to  give  every  Assist- 
*^  in  your  Power  to  Col.  James  Wood,  who  is  appointed  to  super- 
]*^Qd  the  removal  of  these  Troops,  especially  as  to  Ouards,  Forage 
*  I^royisions.     We  think  six  hundred  Militia  necessary  for  guarding 

♦  3ee  Vol.  VIII.,  page  716, 
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the  Prisoners,  &  we  request  yon  will  be  pleased  to  order  this  Namber 
properly  officered  to  assemble  at  York  Towo  ae  soon  as  poanble,  to 
take  charge  of  tbe  Prisoners  thro'  the  State  of  Pennailranui.  Orders 
to  the  County  Waggon  Masters  will  also  be  neoessary  to  have  in 
Readiness  from  thirty  to  fifty  Waggons,  that  Col.  Wood  may  be 
furnished  on  the  earliest  Notice  from  him  with  snch  Namber  as  may 
be  requisite.  The  Route  of  the  Troops  will  be  thro'  York  Town  by 
Anderson's  Ferry  to  Reading,  from  thence  by  Way  of  Allen  Town 
&  Bethlehem  to  Easton.  We  shall  request  the  Executive  of  Jersey 
to  order  Militia  to  receive  the  Prisoners  on  their  arrival  in  that 
State.  Five  Days  Provisions  at  each  Post  for  three  thousand  Men 
will  be  necessary,  k  we  hope  you  will  be  pleased  to  give  Orders  for 
this  Quantity  to  be  in  Readiness,  viz.,  fifteen  thousand  Pounds 
Weight  of  Beef  &  the  like  Quantity  of  Flour  at  each  Post.  The 
Provisions  furnished  these  Troops  will  be  acoonnted  for  in  Part  of 
the  Quota  called  for  by  Congress  from  your  State,  as  will  also  any 
Quantity  of  Forage  consumed  by  Col.  Woods  orders  by  the  H(»aes 
attending  the  Troops. 

Wc  have  the  Honour  to  be 

with  great  Respect, 

your  very  obed  Servants, 

RICHARD  PBTfeRS, 

By  order.* 
Dtrcctedf 

On  public  service. 

IKs  Excellency  The  President  &  The  Honble  Council  of  Pennnl- 
vania. 

(War  Office.)  ^ 


Officers  in  the  Pennsylvania  REaiMENT  of  Artillert. 
Resolution  of  Congress,  1781. 

The  Officers  in  the  Pennsylvania  Regiment  of  Artillery,  Claim 
the  Promotions  in  said  Regiment,  by  the  following  Resolves  of  Con- 
gress, and  Articles  of  Confederation ;  which  Articles  were  Ratified 
previous  to  the  Vacancies  happening  in  the  Regiment. 

In  Congress,  Sept'  16%  1776. 

Resolved,  That  the  appointment  of  all  Officers  and  filling  up 
Vacancies  (ezoept  6en>  Officers)  be  left  to  the  Government  of  the 
several  States. 

*  Sea  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XH.,  p.  786. 
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Nov  24^  1778. 

Whereas  it  will  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  service  that  tome  Rule 
of  promotion  be  established.  Therefore  Resolved,  That  in  all  future 
promotions  Officers  liise  Regimentally  to  the  Rank  of  Captain,  and 
thence  in  the  line  of  the  State  to  the  Rank  of  Colonel. 

October  3',  1780. 

Resolved,  That  the  several  states  furnish  the  following  Quotas, 
viL  Pennsjlvania  Six  Regiments  of  Infantry,  One  of  Artillery, 
One  of  Cavalry  and  One  of  Artificers.  That  the  States  shall  selcot 
from  tha  Una  of  the  Army  a  proper  number  of  Officers  to  Command 
the  several  Regiments  to  them  regpecHvely  asm'i/nedf  taking  notice 
tint  00  new  appointment  is  to  be  made  of  a  higher  Rank  than  that 
of  lAeat,  Col.  Commandant. — ^That  the  Regiments  of  Cavalry  & 
Artilloiy  &  Artificers  as  they  now  stand  be  considered  as  belonging 
to  the  States  respectively  to  which  they  are  or  may  be  assigne<^ 
which  Statessball  oompleat  them  to  the  full  oomplement,  supply  them 
with  necessaries  and  in  every  respect  treat  them  as  if  originally 
ruBod  therein. 

%  25%  1781.    Resolved, 

That  Promotions  in  the  Cavalry  and  Artillery  be  Regimental  to 
^0  Sank  of  Commanding  Officer,  inclusive. 

CONFEDERATION. 

.  Articlb  2'.  Eaoh  State  retains  its  sovereignty,  freedom  and 
<Qdependanoe,  &  every  power,  jurisdiction  and  right  which  is  UQt  by 
^ia  confederation  expreisljf  delegated  to  the  United  States  in  Con- 
^'^Bias  assembled. 

Art.  7**.  When  land-forces  are  raised  by  any  State  for  the 
^^mon  defence,  all  Officers  of,  or  under  the  rank  of  Colonel,  shall 
^  appointed  by  the  Legislature  of  each  State  respectively,  by  whom 
^cb  forces  shall  be  raised,  or  in  such  manner  as  such  State  shall 
^*^ct,  and  all  Vacancies  shall  be  filled  up  by  the  State  which  first 
*^de  the  appointment. 

.    -^RT.  9'*.  •  The  United  States  in  Congress  assembled 

~^^11  also  have  the  sole  and  exclusive  power  of  appointing  all  officers 
^  the  land  forces  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  excepti'ng  rajl- 

^^^talOficeri the  JjCgislature  of  eaoh  State  shall  appoint 

^o  Regimental  Officers. 

Art.  13**.  And  the  Articles  of  this  confederation 

*^all  be  inviolably  observed  by  every  State,  and  the  Union  shall  be 

perpetual ;  nor  shall  any  alteration  at  any  time  hereafter  be  made 

^^  any  of  them  ;  unless  such  alteration  be  agreed  to  in  a  Congress 

<^the  United  States,  and  be  afterwards  confirmed  by  the  legislatures 

rf  CTcry  Sute. 
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Hon.  Wm,  Atleb  to  Pkes.  Beed,  1781. 

Lanoaster  the  25th,  May,  1781. 
Sir, 

This  will  be  handed  to  joa  by  Capt.  Hambright  oar  Barrack 
Master,  by  whoso  care  and  industry  the  Barracks  nere,  are  placed 
in  pretty  good  order,  and  1  am  confident  he  has  gone  the  cheapest 
way  to  work  in  executing  the  business,  having  employed  the  Prison- 
ers themselves  in  doing  several  parts  of  the  work,  his  knowledge 
of  the  Farmers,  &  influence  with  them  has  been  a  means  of  our 
having  supplies  of  wood  &  other  necessarys  hitherto,  but  they  now 
begin  to  look  for  their  pay,  which  obliges  him  to  undertake  this 
Journey  in  hopes  Council  will  furnish  him  with  Cash  not  ooly  to 
discharge  those  Debts  &  the  Monejs  due  to  Carpenters  &  Mhet 
workmen  but  to  procure  supplies  in  future. 

We  have  had  some  disputes  between  the  Light  Horse  who  ar# 
stationed  here  &  the  Militia  Guards,  one  of  the  Dragoons  in  attempt- 
ing to  force  his  way  into  the  Guard  House  at  the  Barracks  was  the 
other  day  killed  by  the  Centry  on  duty  there,  &  as  they  seem  to 
speak  of  revenge,  the  Inhabitants  seem  apprehensive  of  some  further 
mischief.  I  have  no  doubt  but  their  officers  will  do  every  thing  in 
their  power  to  keep  them  in  order,  &  am  persuaded  the  Militia  will 
be  watchful,  but  should  a  party  of  those  people  attack  the  Guard  in 
the  night  (which  was  apprehended  &  beleivod  to  have  been  their 
intention  a  few  nights  since,)  the  Prisoners  would  probably  take 
that  opportunity  to  force  their  way  from  the  Barracks,  &  the  eon- 
iequences  woul^  be  bad.  This  consideration  has  induced  me  to 
order  the  Blockhouses  at  the  four  Corners  of  the  Stockade  to  be  pat 
in  order,  so  that  the  whole  of  the  militia,  ordered  for  Guards  as  well 
those  on  as  those  off  duty,  may  live  in  them,  &  not  be  scattered 
thro'  the  Town  by  Billets,  they  will  then  be  ready  at  their  Posts  in 
case  of  any  alarm  &  will  have  a  better  eye  on  the  conduct  of  the 
Prisoners. 

A  fall  from  my  Ilorse  which  hurt  my  Leg  badly  has  detained  me 
from  York  Court,  but  I  intend,  (tho  contrary  to  the  advice  of  my 
Physician)  to  set  off  for  Carlisle,  lest  I  should  be  charged  with 
neglect  of  duty. 

I  am  Dear  Sir, 

with  great  esteem  your  most  obedt.  Servt. 

WILL.  ATLEE. 
Directed, 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed,  EsquirC;  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania^ 
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Wm.  Hbhry  to  Pres.  Rbed,  1781. 

Lancaster,  May,  the  26th,  1781. 
Dear  Sir, 

It  is  paying  me  a  greater  Oompliment  than  my  poor  ahilitys  have 
anj  Clame  to,  to  ask  my  opinion  on  the  present  intricate  state  of  our 
i&ire.     I  will  however  give  it  without  further  apology.     The  prin- 
eifml  Reasons  why  onr  paper  Money  is  in  so  little  Repute  with  the 
people  seems  to  be  the  following.  Government  has  not  Specie  to  circu- 
late with  the  Paper,  nor  can  they  at  any  Time  exchange  a  consid- 
enble  part  of  it  for  Specie.     The  natural  Basis  of  all  paper  Credit  is 
Specie,  and  the  value  we  put  on  paper  is  in  proportion  to  the  Qoan- 
titj  of  Specie  it  will  purchase.     Therefore  some  Method  should  be 
taken  to  procure  at  least  part  of  the  Revenue  in  Specie,  this  is  not 
iapracticable — Why  cannot  Tavern   Licences,   Marriage  Licences, 
tod  Licences  for  distilling  Grain  be  paid  in  Specie.     The  petitioner 
ku  one   whole  Year  to  provide  the  Money  and  bis  private  Interest 
will  stimulate  him  to  it ;  It  is  true  as  the  Laws  now  stand  no  Man  is 
obliged  to  take  a  Licence  for  DistilliDg  Grain,  but  would  it   not  be 
good  policy  to  enact  such  a  Law  and  thereby  oblige   the   owners  of 
Bulls  above  a  certain  Size,  to  have  them  registerd  in  the  Counties 
where  they  live,  this  would  enable  Government  to  form  an   Estima- 
tion of  the  Amount  of  this  part  of  the  Revenue,  which  I  am  persuaded 
tbey  cannot  at  present.     Under  the  late  Government  the  Excise  on 
Spirituous  Liquors  was  said  to  be  worth  £6000   ^  Annum.     If 
Uoeaces  aforesaid  were  raised  50  ^  Ct.  this  would  bring  in  a  hand- 
KHBe  Revenue  without  distressing  the  Subjects  &  would  be  attended 
With  good  Conseanences  to  the  people  at  large  in  preventing  a  number 
of  Dram  Shops  being  kept  which  at  present  are  a  Nuisance,   and 
voald  be  ample  Security  to  any  Gentleman  at   home  or  abroad  for 
the  payment  of  a  sum  of  Money  to  answer  the  present  Exigencies  of 
GoTernment.     Might  not   all  Fines   and   Forfeitures   in  Courts   of 
JttBtice  be  paid  in  Specie  and  the  Dutys  on  foreign  Imports  might 
^  ptid  in  specie  or  Merchandize  suitable  for  the  Support  of  the 

The  Government  have  put  paper  into  the  hands  of  people  and 
^^gbt  to  receive  from  them  again  in  Taxes  though  not  at  a  depreci- 
^  Value.  To  prevent  this,  the  Taxes  ought  to  be  laid  in  Specie 
iB«de  payable  in  Wheat  at  a  certain  Value  in  proportion  to  the  Dis- 
Jj^oe  from  the  Market,  or  the  Value  in  paper  to  be  ascertained  by 
^otHsil  weekly  and  to  prevent  Fraud  in  Collectors  &c.,  they  ought 
^give  printed  Receits  to  the  people  and  deliver  in  to  the  Commis- 
v^ners  of  the  Tax  an  Account  of  all  Monies  by  them  received  and 
^  Time  wheUi  which  would  enable  the  Commissioners  often  to 
^l^teet  the  Collectors,  and  the  same  Method  would  be  of  use  in  Col- 
l^ng  Militia  Fines  and  prevent  numerous  abuses  which  havo 
iMppuied.   Colieetors  of  Taxes  and  Militia  Monies  ought  to  be  pan 
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ishable  by  Fine  or  Imprisonment  or  both  for  extorting  more  Money 
from  the  people  than  the  Law  requires,  which  there  is  every  Reason 
to  believe  is  practiced,  especially  amongst  the  Germans.  When  I 
wrote  in  fkvoor  of  the  Tender  Law,  as  it  is  called,  I  meant  snch  a 
one  as  would  in  some  degree  have  been  adequate  to  the  purpose, 
which  the  present  is  not,  it  is  too  tedious  in  its  operation  to  be  of 
any  use  at  present,  the  Best  calculated  would  not  answer  any  good 
purpose,  Therefore  it  ought  to  be  repealed,  for  it  is  big  with  a  num- 
ber of  Evils,  The  Money  being  so  much  depreciated.  The  Fees  of 
Commissioners  of  the  Taxes,  Collectors,  Township  assessors,  apprais- 
ers, &c.,  should  be  set  by  the  Assembly  in  Specie  or  the  value  for 
they  are  all  again  dirainged  by  the  Depreciation.  If  the  Tender 
Aot  is  repealed  Government  may  then  receive  the  Monies  out- 
standing foe  unpatented  Lands  at  Specie  Value  which  they  ought, 
and  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  leave  these  Moneys  as  a  Fund  for  the 
£500,000  for  that  will  depreciate  to  very  little  before  it  can  be  ool- 
leoted  in  Taxes.    But  I  have  perhaps  said  more  thaa  enough. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

Sir  your  real  Friend 

and  very  hum.  Servant| 

WILLIAM  HENRY. 

P.  S.,  Mr.  Wirtz  gives  Certificates  to  the  Collectors  of  the  Taxes 
for  the  Wheat  delivered  by  the  people.  I  offered  to  pay  his 
Draughts  in  favour  of  the  Collectors,  but  he  declines.  This  with 
some  other  Circumstances  occassions  me  think  he  intends  to  keep 
the  Grain  for  his  private  Use;  this  prevents  the  Collectors  from 
Settling  their  Accounts  with  the  Board  and  gives  them  much 
unnecessary  Trouble  and  Expence. 

Directed^ 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esquire. 


Resolutions  of  Congress  on  National  Bank,  1781. 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled. 

May  26th,  1781. 
Besoived, 

That  Con<;ress  do  approve  of  the  plan  for  establishing  a  national 
Bank  in  these  United  States,  submitted  to  their  Consideration  by 
Mr.  Bi.  Morris,  the  17th  day  of  May,  1781,  and  that  they  will 
promote  and  support  the  same  by  such  Ways  and  Means  from  time 
to  time  as  may  appear  necessary  for  the  Institution  and  eoBabtani 
with  the  public  Good« 
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That  th#  Sabfleribers  to  the  said  Bank  sball  be  incorporated 
agreeably  to  the  Principles  and  Forms  of  the  plan,  nnder  the  Name 
of  <<  The  President,  Directors  and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  North 
Aineriea,''  so  soon  as  t^  Subscription  shall  be  filled,  the  Directors 
and  president  chosen,  and  application  for  that  purpose  made  to 
Congress  by  the  President  and  directors  elected. 

Beaolved, 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  States  by  proper  Laws  for 
tbt  porpose,  to  provide  that  no  other  Bank  or  Bankers  shall  bo 
eiUblished  or  permitted  within  the  said  States  rospeotiyaly^  daring 
the  War. 

Besolfed, 

That  the  Notes  hereafter  to  be  issued  by  the  said  Bank,  payable 
OD  demand,  shall  be  receivable  in  payment  of  all  Taxes,  duties,  and 
debts  due  or  that  may  become  due  or  payable  to  the  United  States. 

BeMlved, 

That  Congress  will  recommend  to  the  several  Legislatures  to  pass 
Laws  making  it  felony  without  Benefit  of  Clergy,  for  any  person  to 
vnuiterfeit  &nk  Notes,  or  to  pass  such  Notes  knowing  them  to  be 
ooonterfeit;  Also  making  it  felony  without  Benefit  of  Clergy,  for 
ttj  president,  Inspector,  director,  officer  or  Servant  of  the  Bank,  to 
MQfert  any  of  the  Property,  Money  or  Credit  of  the  said  Bank  to 
Us  own  Use,  or  in  any  other  Way,  to  be  guilty  of  fraud  or  Embezzle- 
meat  as  an  Officer  or  Servant  of  the  Bank. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

CUA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 


Gbk.  Waynb  to  Prbs.  Reed,  1781. 

Yorktown,  26*^  May,  1781. 
IW  Sir, 

I  steal  a  moment  whilst  the  troops  are  marching  thro'  the  town 
to  acknowledge  your  favor  of  the  21"  ♦Instant,  &  to  thank  you  for 
the  Inclofied  intelligence. 

We  have  a  rumour  this  moment  from  Baltimore  that  Gknl. 
Philips  &  Lord  Cornwallis  have  formed  a  junction  in  Virginia,  which 
in  very  probable,  as  they  were  but  Eighty  miles  apart  yesterday  two 
weeks. 

I  am  happy  to  Inform  you  that  harmony  &  Discipline  again  per- 
vades the  Line — to  which  a  prompt  and  examplary  punishment  was 
a  painful  tho'  necessary  prelude. 

*  See  page  1G6. 

8* 
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I  mast  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  Oenl.  Iryina  for  pai|^alar8|  who 
can  procure  a  Setnm  of  the  Detachment  from  the  Board  of  War  if 
necessary. 

Permit  me  to  wish  you  all  happiness,  &  \p  believe  me  yours 

most  sincerely, 

ANTr  WAYNE. 

Directed, 
Public  service. 

Joseph  Reed,  Esq*",  Pres*  Pennsa. 
^  Genl.  Irvine. 


Pees.  Reed  to  John  Nicholson,  1781. 

Sir, 

Should  this  Letter  find  you  at  Lancaster  or  beyond  it,  we  hope 
you  will  stop  &  wait  farther  Instructions.  The  Assembly  at  the 
last  Sessions  passed  a  Supplement  to  the  Depreciation  Act  by  which 
one  third  of  that  Money  was  to  be  paid  down — the  Certificates  now 
granted  to  be  taken  up  &  new  ones  issued  bearing  Inter^t.  The 
many  Errors  made  by  the  Country  Commissioners  have  induced  the 
Council  to  make  it  necessary  that  yourself  or  Mr.  Stevenson  should 
allways  be  one  of  the  Auditors.  Erroneous  Certificates  may  be  re- 
called, but  Money  once  paid  is  gone  forever,  &  therefore  great  Cir- 
cumspection must  be  used.  Herewith  you  will  receive  £  & 
InstruotioDs  together  with  a  Transcript  of  the  Law — Should  there 
not  be  Money  sufficient  in  the  Hands  of  either  of  the  Commissioners 
to  pay  the  Gratuity  or  Bounty  you  will  assist  them  from  this  Stock 
rather  than  any  of  the  Men  should  be  detained. — We  have  not  yet 
been  able  to  procure  the  Prisoners  Accounts,  but  hope  we  shall  be 
able  to  do  it  very  soon.  Tou  will  please  to  close  all  the  Deprecia- 
tion Settlements  conformable  to  our  Instructions,  bringing  back  all 
the  blank  Certificates  &  Papers. 

I  am,  &c. 
Indorsed, 
May  25,  1781. 

.Directed, 
John  Nicholson,  Esq*",  Auditor  of  Accounts. 
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ISoMAS  Anderson  to  John  Arndt,  1781. 
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EastoD;  26th  Maj^  1781. 
Sir, 

Since  the  detaohment  of  the  third  PeonsjlvaDia  RegimeDt 
lurebed,  which  was  the  12th  of  this  present  moDth|  the  Remaiudcr 
pari  of  them  Draws,  ^  Day,  fiftj-three  Katidlis. 

Beiam  of  Provisions  Issued  to  the  Remainder  part  of  the  Third 
Pennsylvania  Regiment,  via. : 


Ob  whoM  order 
iaaed. 

1 

Rations 
pr.  Day. 

ll 

1 

1 

No. 

No. 

No. 

lb. 

lb. 

Cipt.  Bnab. 

14 

75S 

742 

5561 

0271 

Includinf;  the  officers. 

To  John  Arndt)  Esq'. 


THOM-  ANDKRSON, 

A.  C.  of  Issues. 


Sr, 


Sbcrbtary  Matlack  to  Capt.  Bots,  1781. 

PhiUdelphia,  May  28,  1781. 


I  am  ordered  hy  His  Excellency  the  President ,  and  Connbil,  to 
'l^nest  that  you  will  give  orders  to  Capt.  Roach  to  return  to  this 
^^y ',  the  occasion  of  his  being  ordered  there,  no  longer  requiring 
^'»i  to  continue  there. 

^ou  will  please  to  make  use  of  the  first  opportunity  of  communi- 
^Ung  thia  order  to  Capt.  Roach. 

I  am,  &c., 

T.  M.,  Sec'y. 

To  Capt  Boys. 


Sir. 


Pres.  Rbsd  to  Mons.  IIolker,  1781. 

Council  Chamber,  May  28, 1781 


Tbe  March  of  the  Pennsylvania  Line  ft  other  Business  of  the 
ronneil  now  gives  us  Leisure  to  consider  your  Letters  of  tbe  28*^ 
Uarch— But  before  we  proceed  it  will  be  proper  to  remark  that  by 
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giving  yon  a  Note  of  the  particulars  which  had  been  t^  Caasea  of 
dissatisfaction  with  your  Conduct,  it  wos  not  intended  to  enter  into 
a  written  altercation  with  you.  Having  uo  personal  Prejudice 
nor  private  Views  it  would  have  given  us  Pleasure  to  rectify  any 
Misapprehensions  we  had  of  your  publick  Conduct,  but  wo  could  not 
expect  that  under  an  Appearance  of  Vindication,  the  Opportunity 
should  be  taken  to  recriminate  upon  ourselves.  The  Circumstanoes 
of  this  case  cannot  in  our  Opinion  dispense  with  the  Rules  of  P^ro- 
priety  &  Respect,  &  which  have  ever  been  observed  towards  you  in 
this  State — we  may  justly  add  that  they  have  been  extended  even 
to  Tenderness  of  your  Character  &  Office,  both  of  which  would  have 
been  affected  by  your  Interference  in  the  Party  Disputes  of  this 
State,  as  related  in  the  publick  papers  of  the  29th  of  July,  1779,  by 
which  it  appeared  that  you  communicated  Official  papers  in  the  meet 
publick  manner  to  a  number  of  Citizens  convened  at  a  time  of  great 
party  disputes,  and  of  which  we  should  not  now  remind  you  if  your 
Deportment  had  corresponded  with  the  Professions  you  then  made. 
When  you  insinuate  that  we  have  any  other  Motives  than  such  as 
arise  from  publick  Duty — when  you  apply  the  term  extra&rdinary, 
mrpruififff  &o.  &c.,  to  our  Representation  permit  us  to  say,  Sir,  it  is  in 
our  Opinion  a  Deviation  from  that  Line  of  Propriety  which  our 
Stations  entitle  us  to  expect,  nor  can  we  conceive  the  public  Interests 
by  any  Means  advanced  thereby.  But  our  Sense  for  the  manner  will 
not  prevent  our  paying  due  Attention  to  the  Matter,  ft  therefore  we 
shall  remark  on  the  several  Particulars  as  they  stand  in  your  Memorial 
or  Address. — You  observe  ft  least  we  should  overlook  it  agaiHi  repeat 
that  it  is  extraordinary  the  Council  should  have  addressed  any  Com- 
plaint of  Mr.  Ethcart  to  Admiral  Terny,  as  he  was  not  accountable  to 
him  orwith  Respect  to  yourself  to  any  other  than  the  Minister  of  the 
Royal  Marine,  who  alone  can  pronounce  definitively  on  your  Conduct ; 
that  yon  would  have  transmitted  the  former  to  Mr.  Ethcart's  propw 
saperior,  and  that  the  Chev.  de  Luzerne  is  the  proper  Person  to  trans- 
mit any  Complaint  against  yourself.  To  this  we  answer  that  these 
were  Circumstances  with  which  we  were  unacquainted.  We  wcra 
informed  that  Mr.  Ethcart  a  Lieu'  in  the  Navy  was  bound  to  Rhode 
Island,  and  therefore  presumed  he  would  fall  under  the  Direction  of 
the  Admiral.  From  your  former  Relation  to  Mens'  Gerard,  who 
had  a  Commission  of  Consul  Gen*'  under  which  yopr  appoiatmeat 
as  Deputy  was  derived,  it  was  natural  to  suppose  the  same  Rela- 
tion subsisted  between  the  present  Minister,  &  especially  as  we  do 
not  recollect  that  you  have  ever  communicated  to  us  any  new  Powers 
since  Mr.  Gerard's  Departure. — Mr.  Ethcart  having  sailed  without 
making  the  Report  required  by  Law,  and  as  we  understood  to  Rhode 
Island  we  applied  to  the  Chev.  de  la  Luzerne  who  recommended  or 
at  least  approved  the  Application  to  the  Admiral  not  merely  as  a 
Complaint,  but  that  as  yxni  were  all  on  the  Spot  together  you  might 
from  them  supply  the  Defects  at  the  Custom  House  by  seadtag  as 
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good  a  R^imi  aa  the  Ciroamstanoes  would  admit.  Our  Letter  to 
Um  Admiral  was  seut  to  the  Miaister  to  be  forwarded,  but  we  never 
received  any  answer.  As  to  jouraelf  it  was  proposed  to  let  e^iirj 
Ijlatter  rest  till  your  Return.  At  this  Interview  we  were  first  in- 
fbmied  of  your  acting  under  a  Commisdiou  derived  immediately  from 
the  Marine  of  France  &  therefore  have  never  since  made  any  appli- 
cation to  the  Minister  concerning  you.  With  IVespcct  to  the  Mode 
of  forwarding  any  Complaints  to  the  Court  of  France,  as  we  have  a 
special  Agent  from  the  State  in  £urope,  wo  shall  most  probably 
transmit  them  to  him  whenever  such  a  Step  becomes  necessary,  in 
any  Event  we  certainly  shall  be  very  unwilling  to  trouble  you  with 
them. — We  beg  leave  to  rectify  your  mistake  in  supposing  The 
Chevalier  de  Luserne  during  your  Absence  made  the  Intimation  as 
expressed  in  your  Letter — he  requested  the  affkir  might  rest  till 
yoar  Betartt  on  which  we  readily  acquiesced ;  you  returned,  a  oon- 
aiderable  Time  elapsed,  &  no  notice  was  taken  of  it ;  the  President 
then  spoke  to  Mr.  Morris  for  the  sake  of  Information,  &  the  next 
Day  the  Minister  sent  a  Note  of  which  the  enclosed  is  a  Translation, 
to  which  the  Answer  also  enclosed  was  sent — Having  then  expressed 
a  Concnrrenoe  with  the  Proposition  of  a  Conference,  we  daily  ex- 
pected it  but  instead  of  a  verbal  Discussion,  have  received  a  written 
Bemonstrance  from  you,  which  we  may  probably  send  to  the  Minister 
of  the  Royal  Marine  together  with  a  copy  of  Jiiis  Reply. — Having 
acknowledged  that  it  was  Mr.  Ethcart's  Duty  to  have  obeyed  the 
Iaws  of  the  Country  yon  say  that  if  it  is  our  Opinion  that  any  ma- 
terial Injury  will  result,  or  a  bad  Precedent  be  established  by  his 
Neglect,  yon  will  transmit  a  Memorial  afruinst  him — it  is  our  Opinion 
Sir,  that  material  Injury  results  to  any  Country  from  a  Disobedienee 
of  its  Laws,  &  especially  in  this  Case  when  the  only  Law  we  have 
for  regulating  Trade,  was  violated  in  its  most  essential  Part  — ^The 
Precedent  may  also  be  dangerous  as  you  intimate.  Mr.  Ethcart 
cUimcd  an  Exemption  in  Virtue  of  being  a  Crown  Officer.  Should 
yon  in  your  official  Capacity  think  proper  to  make  any  Representa^ 
tion,  we  have  no  objection.  Rut  after  what  has  passed  we  do  not 
choose  to  commit  ourselves  by  any  further  Complaint.  In  the  Letter 
Mr.  Ethcart  wrote,  and  which  was  transmitted  to  the  Chev.  Ternsy, 
he  imputed  Blame  to  you,  it  is  possible  he  will  do  the  same  now— ^r 
instead  of  receiving  satisfaction  we  may  again  find  recrimination. 
But  to  come  to  the  Transaction  itself — ^3'our  iieasons  do  not  appear  to 
us  as  satisfactory  as  we  could  wish.  The  Facts  are  that  you  went 
to  the  Naval  Office  with  the  Captain  on  his  Arrival,  when  you  pro- 
mised the  Officer  that  all  necessary  Communications  should  be  made. 
3Ir.  Ethcart  was  a  stranger  to  the  Country  &  the  Language,  and 
aiust  necessarily  depend  in  no  small  Degree  upon  you  in  your  joint 
Capacity  of  Agent  &  Consul.  The  Communication  not  being  made 
but  the  Cargoes  discharged,  the  Naval  Officer  applied  to  you  without 
EffiMst.  He  complained  to  the  President  who  wrote  you  on  the  Ocoa- 
sioii|  to  turn  yon  repeated  the  Promise  that  it  should  be  done — but 
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it  was  not  done  &  the  Vessels  departed  the  Port — Nothing  appears  to 
OS  to  show  your  Compliance  with  these  Promises  but  writing  a  Letter 
to  Mr.  Ethoart.  But  you  say  you  did  every  possible  Thing,  &  that 
the  GheV  de  Lucerne  is  of  the  same  Opinion — we  must  beg  leave  to 
differ  from  his  ExcelKy  and  yourself  on  this  Occasion  &  having  pointed 
oat  what  you  might  have  done,  we  are  pursuaded  his  Candour  and 
ffood  sense  will  induce  him  to  retract  a  sentiment  perhaps  hastily 
formed.  Having  pledged  yourself  for  Mr.  Ethcarts  Obedienoe  to  the 
Law — ^you  became  engaged,  &  we  could  not  but  look  principally  to 
you.  Or  We  think  you  might  have  applied  to  the  Chev  de  Luxeme 
to  have  used  his  Authority — if  that  had  failed  or  was  insufficient  there 
was  Time  to  have  applied  to  Mr.  Ethcart's  commanding  Offioer  at 
Rhode  Island,  for  though  Mr.  Ethcarts  proper  Command  might  be 
in  the  West  Indies,  yet  being  in  North  America  &  refusing  Compli- 
anoe  with  the  Laws  of  the  Country,  we  cannot  but  think  that  sufficient 
Authority  might  have  been  found  with  the  Minister  or  the  Admiral, 
or  both,  to  have  effected  the  necessary  Business,  &  especially  with 
that  of  the  Country  to  enforce  &  support  them.  But  supposing  all 
these  to  have  failed,  something  farther  might  have  been  done— • 
Might  it  not  have  been  justly  expected  in  such  a  Case,  that  in'dia- 
eharge  of  your  Promise  you  would  have  represented  the  drcumstanoesi 
the  Difficulty  or  Impossibility  of  performing  it,  and  then  a  fiffther 
Thing  in  your  Power  was  possible — because  that  thing  was  afterwards 
done  as  the  best  Expedient  &  accepted  by  the  State.  You  oould 
have  made  such  a  Report  from  the  Materials  in  your  Reach  as  you 
afterwards  did,  &  then  &  not  till  then  you  could  justly  have  said 
that  you  had  done  every  possible  Thing  in  your  Power.  By  this 
y  )u  would  have  given  perfect  satisfaction  to  us,  realised  your  Profes- 
sions of  Respect  to  the  Government,  &  saved  this  disagreeable  Dis- 
cussion. We  are  therefore  constrained  to  say  with  due  Respect  to 
his  Excelles'y  opinion  that  your  Explanations  are  not  satisfsu^rj  to 
us  on  this  Point* 

The  next  is  the  Affair  of  Gen.  Arnold — not  seeking  Causes  of 
Complaint  against  you,  we  were  pleased  to  find,  &  as  ready  to  ex- 
press, our  Satisfaction  in  any  Particular  favourable  to  you.  Our 
Candour  on  this  Occasion  is  turned  into  Reproach,  &  you  are  mr- 
prued  that  we  should  have  any  Uneasiness,  or  intimate  any  to  the 
Minister.  At  that  Time,  only  a  Part  of  Arnold's  Papers  had  been 
delivered  to  us,  a  much  greater  Proportion  having  remained  with  the 
Agent  of  confiscated  Estates — by  those  we  had,  he  expressly  charged 
you  with  being  concerned  with  him  in  that  Vessel  which  has  been 
the  Subject  of  so  much  Dispute  &  Trouble  to  Congress  &  the  Council. 
The  Impropriety  of  such  a  Step  you  seem  to  be  sensible  of;  for  in 
a  Letter  to  the  Arbitrators  dated  25  April,  1780,  you  say  it  prom- 
ised fair  to  compromise  your  publick  Character;  but  it  was  explained, 
ft  we  acquiesced  in  the  Explanation.  Was  it  not  more  favourable 
to  afford  this  Opp'  to  remove  an  Impression,  than  that  it  should 
ailently  have  fixed  itself  on  the   Minds  of  the  Council  to  your 
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Prejadioe?  We  should  ihink  an  Aoknowledgment  more  natural 
from  yon  to  the  Coancil,  than  an  offensive  Stricture.  Even  at  this 
Time,  were  we  disposed  to  remark  upon  your  Conduct  in  this  Bosiness, 
we  might  justly  say,  that  it  could  hardly  have  been  expected,  that 
when  »  Prosecution  was  depending  ag*  Qen.  Arnold  for  a  crimmal 
Purchase  of  this  Vessel,  which  he  had  notonly  solemnly  denied,  but 
that  Denial  had  been  supported  ^as  now  appears)  by  Perjury  before 
the  Grand  Jury,  in  a  Court  of  Justice,  all  which  were  well  known 
in  this  City— We  say  it  could  hardly  have  been  expected,  that  the 
Consul  of  France  would  have  made  himself  so  much  a  Party  in  the 
Bmunesa,  as  to  treat  about  a  Purchase  of  that  very  Article  which 
Arnold  had,  in  the  most  solemn  Manner,  denied  his  having  any 
Interest  [in]  it,  &  about  which  he  &  his  Friends  were  makiog  such 
a  Clamor,  &  oharging  the  Council  with  a  malicious  Prosecution. 
For  that  you  were  not  ignorant  of  Arnold's  Fears,  that  some  Bia- 
coTerj  would  be  made,  appears  by  your  Letter  to  the  Arbitrators, 
wherein  you  say,  "That  (on  or  about  the  25  April,  1779,)  he 
"  informed  you  that  he  must  pay  near  £5,000  more  of  their  (meaning 
**  the  Claimants  of  the  Vessel)  outstanding  Debts,  so  as  to  send  the 
"  People  out  of  Town,  &  hinder  them  selling  their  Shares  to  other 
<<  Persons,  which  would  have  made  publiok  at  that  critical  Juncture, 
**  Qen,  Arnold's  Situation  with  Respect  to  this  Business/'  Could 
it  have  been  supposed  Oen.  Arnold  would  have  made  this  Com> 
mnnication  to  a  publick  foreign  Officer  who  wish'd  to  be  on  good 
Terms  with  the  Ooyemment,  or  that  such  an  Officer  would  not,  for 
the  Sake  of  Justice  &  the  Honour  of  the  Government,  which  he  fre- 
quently heard  reproached  on  this  Account,  have  in  some  prudent 
Way  disclosed  it ;  much  less  that  he  shoold  even  seem  to  concar  in  a 
Measure  which  tended  to  get  the  Witnesses  out  of  the  Way,  the 
Fraud  remain  undetected^  &  the  Charge  made  by  the  Council 
unsupported  ? 

With  Respect  to  your  Absence  at  Boston,  so  as  to  be  unacquainted 
with  the  Charges  of  the  Council  ag*  Arnold,  by  adverting  to  Dates 
you  will  see  that  you  was  in  tho  City  when  the  Complaint  originated  ; 
when  it  was  Matter  of  publick  Conversation,  &  the  Charges  pob- 
lished  in  all  the  News  Papers ;  &,  as  one  of  Gen.  Arnold's  Friends, 
could  not  be  ignorant  of  so  remarkable  an  Occurrence.  It  was  even  at 
this  very  Time  you  gave  him  that  Mark  of  Friendship  in  lending  him 
£12,000,  which  you  charge  him  with  endeavouring  to  defraud  you  of. 
Aferwards,  Gen.  Arnold  was  summoned  to  answer  the  Complaint  ag* 
him  the  20**  Jan'y.  i^M'  Clarkson  to  appear  the  '25«*  (the  very  Day 
you  lent  the  Money) — the  Charges  were  published  on  the  third  of 
FelK'  following,  during  all  which  Time  you  certainly  was  in  this 
City,  &  from  your  Connections  &  Character  could  not  bo  ignorant  of 
so  remarkable  an  O^kenoe.  In  April  following,  Gen.  Arnold 
addrsMed  you  in  the  Terms  above  quoted. 

Buty  not  hayinc  made  it  an  Article  of  Complaint  before,  we  are 
eoDlent  to  oyerlodt  it  now;  nor  should  we  have  entered  into  it^  if  it 
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had  not  been  turoed  into  Reorimination  on  oanelves.  On  this  Point 
jou  have  also  some  Obligations  to  the  Minister,  whose  Benevolence 
induced  him  to  vindicate  yoUi  even  before  he  was  fully  aoqoainted 
with  the  Part  you  had  taken  in  Gen.  Arnold's  Affairs. 

With  Respect  to  the  3<>  Article,  it  is  so  important  to  the  State,  & 
the  Answer  is  so  short  &  peremptory,  that  we  most  beg  Leave  to  take 

Kioular  Notice  of  it,  and  first  state  the  Facts.  Agreeable  to  the 
ommondation  of  Congress  &  the  Law  of  the  State,  an  Embargo 
was  laid  on  the  Exportations  of  all  Provisions  from  this  State — 
reserving  to  the  Council  a  Power,  upon  Application,  to^ffrant  Per- 
mission to  export  for  the  special  Use  of  the  Army  or  Marine  of 
France— Our  Complaint  is,  that  this  Indulgence,  which  was  denied 
to  our  own  Citixens,  &  wag  of  a  more  pnblick  Nature,  was  turned 
to  private  Emolument — the  Permission  being  obtained  for  French 
Merchants,  under  such  slight  Restrictions,  as  evaded  the  Law  :  To 
which  you  answer,  that  what  you  have  done  was  with  the  Knowledge, 
Consent,  &  positive  Directions  of  the  Minister.  We  cannot  help 
remarking,  that  your  Relation  to  his  Excell^  must  bo  of  a  very  par- 
ticular Nature,  as  you  declined  his  Authority  to  censure  or  control 
you  3  but  find  it  not  only  sufficient,  but  necessary,  to  justify  & 
approve  you.  If  you  act  under  his  Directions  &  Authority,  why  are 
we  referred  in  a  former  Part  of  your  Address  to  the  MiniBtar  of 
the  Marine,  as  your  immediate  Superior  ?  But  with  Respect  to  the 
Transaction  itself — M'  Oellers's  Affidavit,  sent  herewith,  proves  the 
indirect  Mode  referred  to  above.  A  M'  Raguest  (a  Merchant  of  Note 
in  Town,  &  of  your  own  Nation)  gave  still  farther  in  his  Information, 
alledging  that  you  insisted  on  his  purchasing  the  Flour  from  yon  at 
a  very  high  Price,  which  is  supported  by  your  own  Order  in  favour 
of  your  partner,  M'  Turnbul ;  that  you  got  the  Permission  in  the  nsoal 
Form  3  that  when  the  Flour  reached  the  West  Indies  it  was  not  of  the 
customary  Quality;  &  he  had  the  Benefit  of  selling  it  on  his  private 
Account — A  Privilege  which  no  American  Merchant  could  have 
obtained,  or  ever  did  obtain,  during  the  Continuance  of  the  Embargo. 
If  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  being  acquainted  with  the  Law,  the 
exclusive  Privilege  given  the  Army  &  Navy  of  France,  &  the  Circum- 
stances of  Shipment,  as  above  set  forth,  knew,  approved  &  instructed 
you  therein,  we  shall  readily  agree  that  your  Conduct  will  appear  much 
Jess  exceptionable  than  at  present — And  when  such  Instructions, 
Knowledge  &  Approbation  of  your  Conduct  are  communicated,  we 
shall  be  able  to  form  a  better  Judgment  how  far  your  particular  Con- 
duct deserves  Praise  or  Censure.  But  we  m|st  beg  Leave  to  add, 
that  no  Authority,  however  respectable,  will  alone  convince  us  of  the 
Necessity  or  Propriety  of  your  selling  Flour  to  others,  to  ship  under 
a  publick  Indulgence,  in  such  a  Manner  as  to  give  them  the  Benefit 
of  a  private  Sale,  when  you  might  have  shl|^^  the  Flour  yourself 
in  the  usual  Mode  on  Freight ;  or  that  5  ^  C^  should  be  demanded 
in  the  other  Case  as  a  kind  of  Gratuity  for  obtaining  the  Permission 
of  Council^  &  the  Transaction  put  on  so  loose  a  Footing  as  to  kave 
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mneb  in  the  Power  of  the  Sbippere,  with  an  eventaal  Advantace  to 
the  Ownen  of  selling  it  on  private  Account.  The  slightest  Obser- 
Tation  most  show  that  this  was  not  the  Intention  of  the  Law,  &  that 
it  most  open  a  Door  to  inncroerable  Partiulities,  Frauds  &  Abnses. 
Had  we  been  fftvored  with  any  Intimation  on  the  Subject^  we  arc 
perswaded  we  conld  have  convinced  yon  that  a  real  Injury  to  the 
State  &  much  Discontent,  must  necessarily  result  from  transacting 
Che  Business  of  Supply  in  these  Modes.  And  as  we  have  ever 
facilitated  your  Views  in  the  Supply  of  the  Fleet  &  Army,  we 
apprehend  some  Attention  of  this  Nature  might  possibly  have  been 
eipeeted,  which  would,  at  least,  have  prevented  this  disagreeable 
Discussion. — Should  the  Minister  of  France  think  proper  to  make 
OS  any  Communications  on  this  Subject,  we  shall  receive  them  with 
the  Respeet  &  Attention  due  to  his  Rank  k  Character — Ilis  Inten- 
tions we  know  are  pure  &  disinterested,  &  if  properly  informed;  we 
can  repose  much  Confidence  in  the  Wisdom  &  Prudence  of  bis 
Measures. 

We  come  now  to  the  last  Particular  viz.  The  cutting  Masts  on  the 
Schuylkill  k  its  Consequences  in  alarming  &  distressing  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  this  State  by  the  consequent  Inroads  of  the  savages. 

Whether  you  were  interested  in  the  Contract  or  not  was  a  Point 
unknown  to  us  &  equally  immaterial,  Tho'  we  observe  your  denial  of 
being  interested  seems  also  to  bo  qualified  by  the  words  being  con- 
cerned in  Masts  &  Spars,  ns  such  we  consider  the  subject  only  in  a 
publick  view.  And  in  this  Case,  as  in  the  former  one,  must  regret 
your  not  communicating  to  us  yott'r  Views  &  lotcntioDS  in  a  Mutter 
which  is  now  represented  to  be  of  great  publick  Importance.  In  that 
ease  we  could  have  either  taken  the  necessary  Precautions  of  security 
k  Defence  so  as  to  avoid  alarming  the  People,  or  if  that  was  impractic- 
able have  pointed  out  the  dangers  to  be  apprehended  &  which  would 
have  doubtless  induced  you  to  take  other  Measures.  If  the  I3usinesa 
was  of  national  Importance  it  was  reasonable  k  natural  to  have  com- 
municated it  to  the  authority  of  the  State  in  the  first  instance.  If^ 
it  was  only  of  private  concern  we  see  no  Reason  why  publick  authority 
should  be  called  upon  in  the  last  instance  to  furnish  guards  k  incur 
publick  Ezpencc  in  a  Matter  perfectly  unknown  &  calculated  for 
private  emolument.  We  have  lately  been  informed  that  many  of 
these  Masts  were  cut  on  the  lands  of  Individuals  residing  in  those 
Parts  that  the  Name  k  Authority  of  the  Consul  of  France  was  nsed 
to  pacify  the  People  who  were  from  the  Beginning  much  averse  to 
the  Business  but  submitted  out  of  Respect  to  the  supposed  authority 
under  which  it  was  conducted.  We  can  see  no  resemblance  between 
this  &  the  case  of  purchasing  Provisions  at  Baltimore  or  elsewhere, 
ft  such  Comparison  can  only  be  attributed  to  your  unacquaintance 
with  the  subject,  k  the  nature  of  Indian  Depredations.  If  Individ- 
mis  alone  deriving  no  Benefit  nor  Weight  from  your  Name  ft  Office 
hmd  attempted  to  out  these  Masts  it  is  highly  probable  they  would 
htTe  been  intermpted  by  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Country  :  but  if  they 
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had  stOl  oontinned,  their  Protection  &  safety  most  have  been  proenred 
at  their  own  Expenoe  &  Risque  not  from  the  Publick.  Whereas  in 
the  present  Mode  a  valuable  settlement  has  been  disturbed  &  an 
Expenoe  in  Conseqaence  necessarily  inonrred  by  the  State  in  a  Busi- 
ness, the  pnblick  utility  of  which  tho'  now  represented  in  strong 
Language  was  not  thought  of  sufficient  Importance  to  be  even  oom- 
municated  to  the  authority  of  the  State,  untill  Mischief  &  Conse- 
quences ensued  naturally  to  be  expected  by  those  who  are  acquainted 
with  the  subject  Ton  observe  in  a  Marginal  note  that  when  you 
made  application  for  protection  no  notice  was  taken  that  Masts  were 
publick  Property  or  that  the  cutting  them  would  be  likely  to  induce 
an  Invasion  from  the  Savages.  Upon  Recollection  we  believe  you 
will  find  this  application  was  not  made  till  the  Inhabitants  were 
alarmed  by  the  savages  that  for  some  time  no  answer  was  given  but 
the  intervening  space  was  employed  in  making  Inquiry  into  the  Cir- 
cumstances of  the  Case,  when  it  appeared  that  a  settlement  of  indus- 
trious People  who  had  lived  unmolested  till  this  time  were  alarmed 
by  the  Acoounts  received  from  the  Enemy  in  which  the  Destruction 
of  these  Masts  was  mentf  as  the  inducing  object  of  Attack — soon 
after  actual  Devastation  took  Place  in  that  Quarter  &  the  Militia  was 
necessarily  called  for  the  Relief  &  Support  to  the  Settlers  at  an 
Expense  of  £1000  specie  to  the  State,  And  some  Persons  removed 
with  their  Families  to  the  interior  Parts  of  the  Country.  When  the 
President  &  other  Commissioners  went  into  that  County  last  Fall 
formal  Complaints  were  made  on  the  Subject  &  it  was  at  the  same 
time  observed  that  it  was  the  Opioion  of  many  judicious  Persons  that 
the  Difficulty  of  Navigation  would  probably  forever  prevent  the 
Masts  being  brought  down  for  use  a  circumstance  which  if  true  is  the 
more  to  be  lamented  after  the  trouble  &  dissatisfaction  which  has 
arisen  in  the  transaction.  We  do  not  wish  or  expect  yon  to  become 
responsible  for  the  deeds  of  those  Persons  who  may  engage  to  provide 
you  with  Articles  for  your  Department  farther  than  you  make  your- 
self a  Party  to  the  Transactions  or  make  your  Office  subservient  to 
the  Views  of  Individuals  in  Matters  prejudicial  to  Interests  &  Honor 
of  the  State,  in  such  Cases  we  do  &  shall  hold  you  responsible  & 
regulate  ourselves  accordingly.  The  Approbation  of  the  Minister  of 
France  is  again  introduced  to  sanctify  your  conduct  in  this  particular. 
We  cannot  but  presume  you  are  entitled  to  this  Use  of  his  name  & 
Influence  on  this  Occasion.  And  therefore  shall  only  say  that  his 
Approbation  must  naturally  depend  on  his  Information,  &  we  are  well 
persuaded  he  would  be  of  a  different  opinion  if  properly  informed. 
Bui  be  that  as  it  may  while  we  administer  the  Government  of  Penn- 
sylvania we  must  with  due  Respect  to  other  publick  Characters  be 
{ermitted  to  exercise  a  Judgm*  of  our  own,  if  we  cannot  our  boasted 
ndependance  will  be  of  little  Value  to  us.  We  cannot  therefore 
comply  with  your  Expectations  in  affording  you  our  approbation  in 
this  Particular ;  but  do  most  expressly  caution  you  against  entering 
or  continuing  any  Measures  which  in  their  natnnd  Coorae  may 
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involTe  the  InhabiUnts  of  the  Frontiers  id  Distress  or  the  State  in 
ExpeDce.  Every  Person  acquainted  with  America  would  inform 
you  that  while  subject  to  Great  Brittain  the  Masts  for  the  British 
Navy  were  out  in  the  Eastern  States  where  the  Navy  of  France  now 
IS,  &  we  will  venture  to  say  that  there  never  was  a  Kings  Ship  of  War 
masted  out  of  the  Delaware  or  Schuylkill  since  the  settlement  of  the 
Country.  We  think  therefore  it  might  be  reasonably  doubted 
whether  in  any  Event  you  could  have  had  the  satisfaction  of  inform  iog 
Ihe  Minister  or  the  Commanders  of  the  Rings  ships  that  you  had 
Masts  in  your  Possession  that  would  suit  their  present  &  future 
Purposes.  We  look  upon  the  whole  to  be  a  Measure  of  private 
Emolument,  the  first  attempt  of  th^  kind  and  worthy  of  Notice,  &  the 
Success  of  which  would  have  been  doubtful  in  time  of  profound 
Tranquility  but  at  this  Time  peculiarly  hazardous  &  improper. 

Your  Remarks  are  concluded  by  a  Question  formed  in  the  same 
Style  &  Spirit  which  marks  your  whole  Performance,  viz.  Whether 
there  are  any  other  Causes  of  Uneasiness  &  Dissatisfaction  than 
those  expressed  on  this  occasion  ?  Tho'  we  might  with  the  utmost 
Propriety  overlook  a  Question  evidently  proceeding  from  a  different 
Motive  than  from  a  candid  Desire  of  Explanation  &  Satisfaction,  we 
shall  shortly  say  that  the  Causes  of  Dissatisfaction  with  you  have 
been  many,  that  it  is  with  us  to  judge  how  far  we  ought  to  make 
them  the  subjects  of  public  complaint,  that  our  Reluctance  to  enter 
into  any  Disputes  with  you  induced  us  to  pass  them  by  at  the  Time, 
ft  we  shall  exercise  the  same  Right  of  Judgment  how  far  we  may 
revive  them  at  present  or  in  future. 

We  shall  now  conclude  this  Discussion  with  two  Observations, 
both,  in  our  Opinion,  materially  connected  with  the  publick  lu- 
terests,  &  which  tho'  they  may  not  at  this  Time  meet  with  the 
Attention  due  to  them  will  probably  be  reoiembcred  at  a  future 
Day  when  Events  shall  have  given  more  general  InformatioA  & 
Accuracy  of  Judgment.  The  first  is  That  a  Person  deeply  engaged 
in  private  Trade  &  Commerce  himself  is  in  our  Judgment  an  unsuit- 
able Character  to  exercise  the  Ofiices  of  Council  or  publick  Agent, 
&  especially  at  a  Time  when  Restrictions  being  laid  on  the  Rest  of 
the  Community  it  is  in  his  Power  &  very  much  his  Interest  to  avail 
himself  of  Opportunities  of  acquiring  Wealth  out  of  the  usual  ft 
ordinary  Course  of  Business.  That  Jealousies  ft  Dissatisfactions 
have  been  frequent  on  the  Subject  both  in  Maryland  &  this  State, 
you  cannot  be  ignorant ;  We  are  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  express  our 
Opinion  that  subsequent  Events  &  Observations  have  not  lessened 
them.  Our  second  Remark  is  That  we  consider  it  as  a  great  Misfor- 
tune to  any  Country  &  particularly  to  this,  that  a  Person  invested 
with  publick  Character  should  take  an  open  decisive  Part  in  the 
looal  &  internal  Concerns  of  the  State,  &  more  especially  when  that 
Part  is  against  the  Government  &  Persons  in  publick  Authority. 
Republican  Governments  are  in  their  Nature  subject  to  Parties. 
Pennsylvania  has  been  peouliarly  bo^  ft  it  might  perhaps  require  an 
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nnnsiiBl  Share  of  Pnidenoe  to  bo  wbollj  exempt  from  tbeir  Inflaenee 
— bat  we  are  sorry  to  remark  &  your  own  Reflexion  will  we  are 
enre  bear  Testimony  with  us,  that  you  formed  an  early  &  intimate 
Connection  with  the  Qpposition  to  the  growing  Powers  of  this  State, 
which  has  given  a  Complexion  to  your  whole  Department  &  Condact| 
both  private  ft  official.  That  in  several  Instances  it  haa  been  ob- 
vions  in  the  Persons  you  select  for  the  inferior  TransaetioB  of  your 
Business  who  have  been  distinguished  for  tbeir  finmitj  to  the 
Oovemm*;  &  some  for  their  Dissafection  to  the  Cause  of  America  A 
the  Interests  of  the  Alliance  :  We  have  nothing  to  do  with  your 
private  Friendships  or  particular  Civilities,  nor  do  we  include  them 
in  our  Remarks — we  refer  to  the  Demonstrations  made  during  your 
throe  Years  Residence  among  us  in  which  you  have  on  several 
Occasions  shewn  the  Interest  ft  Concern  you  take  in  the  local  Con- 
cerns ft  Party  Disputes  of  this  State,  giviog  your  Influence  ft  Weight 
as  far  as  you  could  against  the  Government,  ft  those  administering 
it,  ft  at  particular  Seasons  scarcely  preserving  Appearances. 

We  shall  now  only  add  that  we  shall  on  every  Occasion  honour 
the  Commission  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty,  ft  in  every  Thing 
which  concerns  that  render  you  every  Service  ft  Attention  in  our 
Power,  most  sincerely  regretting  that  we  cannot  extend  our  Esteem 
farthdt  without  doing  Violence  to  our  Judgments  ft  Feelings.  Nor 
shall  we  continue  farther  a  Discussion  which  under  an  appearanoo 
of  seeking  Explanation  ft  Harmony  has  been  applied  to  Purposes  of 
an  opposite  Nature,  ft  for  which  we  have  so  little  Time  or  Inclination. 


Hon.  James  Potter  to  Pres.  Reed  1781. 

Middle  Creek,  May  28th,  1781. 
Dr.  Sir, 

I  am  sorry  to  heare  of  the  Disturbance  that  subsists  at  present  in 
your  City,  but  Cast  your  eye  over  any  part  of  our  unfortunate  Cuntrcy 
and  you  will  see  them  abound,  but  the  time  will  come  when  we  will 
Get  Read  of  them  all. 

Captn.  Robinson  has  Reasod  for  the  war  forty-seven  mm,  and 
for  seven  months  eighteen  men,  Groves  has  got  for  seven  months 
fifteen  men,  and  one  Magrudy  has  reaiscd  twenty  men  for  seven 
months. 

Captn.  Robinson  has  too  many  men  for  two  officers  to  Command 
considering  the  way  they  must  be  devided.  Mr.  Samuel  Quin  has 
been  doing  the  duty  of  an  Ensign  in  this  Company  since  the  first  of 
this  month  he  is  well  Recommended  by  the  Captn.  and  Colo.  Hun- 
ter for  the  Commission  ;  I  hope  Council  will  Grant  it  to  him.  The 
Company  is  in  want  of  every  Kind  of  Clothing  nesscsery  for  a  soldier, 
many  of  them  are  so  naked  that  they  are  unfit  for  any  kind  of  duty. 

»  See  pages  9,  81— also  Vol.  Vin. 
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I  flatter  myself  that  yoa  will  be  able  to  send  Cloaes  and  money  by 
Mr.  Qolnn  as  mneh  as  will  pay  tbom,  and  tbe  seven  months  men  to 
the  frit  of  June,  Mr.  Jordan,  Paymaster  for  this  Coanty,  bas  been 
oblac^  to  leve  the  Coantry,  I  apprehend  it  will  be  necessary  to 
appoint  another,  if  Council  thinks  so,  I  would  make  mention  of  Mr. 
Bebert  Modey  who  has  been  drove  from  his  Kving  and  is  now  in 
Sanbary.  I  hope  the  Council  have  ordered  out  some  militia  to  Be- 
kfe  those  that  are  Stationed  on  the  fruntecrs  whose  time  of  service 
w21  be  Expired  about  the  tenth  of  June.  The  Demand  this  year 
lor  Chiards  seemes  Greater  than  the  hist,  the  Inhabitant  being 
fewer  in  number  it  Bequiers  a  large  number  of  soldiers  to  be  to« 
gether  at  one  place. 

I  am  Sir  with  the  most  sincere  Regard, 

and  esteem  your  Excellency  obdt.  and, 

Humble  Servant, 

JAS.  POTTER. 
P.  8.  Sir,  it  is  Uie  opinion  of  sundry  of  the  people  of  this  County 
ikat  Captn.  Robinson  and  his  men  should  be  statione4  at  Monoey  as 
k  wouUi  be  more  Conveniant  to  entersept  tbe  Indians  and  scouting 
partys  under  Groves,  and  others  would  be  more  Conveniant  to  enter* 
sept  the  enemy — please  to  favour  us  with  your  sentiments  on  this 
subjeet,  it  would  be  agreeble  to  the  Capt.  if  he  was  sent  out  as  he 
thinks  he  Could  do  &tter  with  his  men. 

J.  P. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Heed,  President  of  the  Council. 
Favoured  by  Mr.  Samuel  Quinn. 


RijpOLtrrioN  of  Congress,  1781. 

By  The  United  State  in  Congress  assembled. 

May  28»S  1781. 
On  Motion  of  the  Delegates  of^Pensylvania. 
Resolved, 

That  Tench  Francis  be  added  to  M'  Thomas  Smith,  and  M' 
Richard  Bache,  and  that  any  one  of  them  be  authorized  on  Behalf 
of  the  United  States,  to  sign  the  Bills  of  Credit  issued  by  the  Com- 
mon Wealth  of  Pensylvania,  pursuant  to  the  Act  of  Congress  of 
the  18»  of  March,  1780. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

CHAS.  THOMSON,  Seo'y. 
Direetedf 

Common  Wealth  of  Pennsylv*. 
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Adam  Orth  to  Pres.  Heed,  1781. 

Lebanon,  May  80%  1781. 
Sir, 

I  thought  Proper  to  make  a  Stop  in  the  Collection  of  Militia 
Arrearages,  until  I  am  Furnished  with  Positive  direction  from  hit 
Excellency  the  President  A  Honblc  Council,  on  Account  of  an  Act 
of  Oen>  Assembly,  calling  all  Old  Congress  Money  out  of  circulation 
by  the  first  of  June,  and  a-  large  Sum  amounting  to  upwards  of 
One  Hundred  Thousand  Pounds  is  uncollected  in  Lancaster  Coun- 
ty,— Therefore  I  would  esteem  it  a  Particular  Flavour  if  your 
excellency  would  be  Pleased  to  grant  roe  Proper  Instructions, — 
whether  lam  to  collect  according  to  the  Scale  of  Depreciation  issued 
by  Gen>  Assembly  or  not. 

I  am  with  respect 

your  Exel^  most  Ob*  &  very  H"*  8er«, 
ADAM  ORTH. 
Directed, — On  Public  Service, 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq'.  Presi*  of  the  Supreme  EzeC" 
Council,  Philadelphia.    ' 


Board  op  War  to  Pres.  Reed,  1781. 

War  office.  May  30th,  1781, 
Sir, 

The  Board  do  themselves  the  honour  to  transmit  to  yon,  a  resolu- 
tion of  Congress  of  the  23'<*  instant,  also,  a  resolution  of  the  11*^ 
of  April  last,  by  which  you  will  discover  that  tbey  depend  upon  the 
arrears  of  specific  supplies  for  the  last  Campaign  which  have  not 
yet  been  furnished  by  the  different  States  to  make  good  their 
engagements  with  the  Court  of  France. 

As  the  honour  and  faith  of  the  United  States  is  so  materially 
concerned,  there  is  every  reason  to  expect  the  most  decided  exer- 
tions in  the  States  to  enable  Congress  to  comply  with  their  con- 
tracts. 

The  Board  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  acquaint  them  with 
your  expectation  on  this  head  and  what  tbey  may  probably  depend 
on. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the 

highest  respect  Sir,  Y'  most  Obed* 
&  Very  Hh*>«  Serv*, 

WILLM.  GRAYSON. 
Directed, — Public  Service, 

His   Excellency  Joseph  Rood,  Esq"*,  President  of  the  State  of 
Pensylvania. 
War  Office. 
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Pbbs.  Rebd  to  Field  Officers,  &c.,  1781. 

GentlemeDy 

I  am  mnch  obliged   to  yoa  for  ibis  favourable  mark  of  your 
•tteotion  k  Regard.     The  succession  of  Calumnies  which  jou  so 
generously  reprobate  must  I  fear  have  some  other  object  than  the 
Hoin  of  a  single  Individual  who  would  otherwise  be  raised  into  very 
elented  &  anderserved  Consequence.     But  this  free  &  unsolicited 
Proof  of  your  Confidence  k  good  opinion  will  I  hope  effectually 
eoQnteraet  such  maehinations  if  any  there  are.     The  Happiness  of 
■J  Country  is  the  first  object  of  my  Wishes,  the  approbation  of  the 
wise  &  virtuous  is  the  next,  &  I  must  confess  the  Attempts  to  de- 
prive me  of  the  only  Reward  I  seek  for  services  which  have  at  least 
tlie  Merit  of  Fidelity  k  honest  Intention  have  given  me  some  Pain. 
Your  kind  assarances  which  are  supported  &  confirmed  from  various 
Parts  of  the  Country,  k  which  have  been  frequently  repeated  during 
Bj  idministration  have  set  my  mind  at  Ease,  k  while  they  authorize 
me  to  say  I  do  not  deserve  ill  at  the  Hands  of  my  Countrymen  will 
eDcoorage  me  to  persevere  in  that  Line  of  Conduct  which  you  have 
•pproved. 

Caiueless  Reproach,  Obloquy  k  even  Death  itself  have  been  the 
Lot  of  many  virtuous  Citizens  in  all  States,  &  under  all  Govcrnnients. 
Mij  we  not  hope  it  is  reserved  to  America  to  exhibit  to  the  world  the 
Dew  &  jet  unseen  spectacle  that  the  Virtue  of  our  citizens  will  afford 
ample  Protection  k  Support  to  public  office,  while  honestly  adminis- 
t^redj  k  publick  Character,  while  cbastly  prerserved  against  all  the 
AMaolts  of  malevolence  k  Faction.  With  every  sentiment  of  Regard 
A  Esteem, 

I  am  Gentlemen  you  oblig'd  k  Obed.  Hbbl.  Serv. 

JOS.  REED. 
Jndorted,  ^ 

May  31, 1781.— From  the  President  to  the  Field  Officers  of  the 
MiJitia  k  others. 


Pre8.  Rbbd  to  Board  of  War,  1781. 

In  Council,  Philad*,  June  2, 1781. 
Gentlemen, 

Your  letter  of  the  30th  of  May,  have  with  the  resolves  of  Con« 
gress  therein  enclosed  been  laid  before  the  Council,  and  I  am  sorry 
to  say  Chat  in  the  present  state  of  our  Treasury  it  is  not  in  the 
power  of  the  Executive  to  comply  with  these  recommendations  of 
CoDgress. 

The  applications  shall  however,  be  laid  before  the  General 
Assembly  immediately,  and  the  determination  of  the  house  com- 
manicated  to  yon  without  delay. 

To  tlie  Honble  Board  of  War. 


1^8  PENNSYLVANIA  ABCHIYES  178L 

Resolution  of  Congeess,  1781. 

By  The  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled;  June  2*,  1781. 
nesolved; 

That  all  bills  of  Credit  which  issae  in  pnrsnanoe  of  the  Act  d 
the  18^^  March,  1780,  in  any  of  the  States  after  the  expiratioi 
of  one  year  from  the  time  the  Interest  on  such  bills  begins  to  \h 
oompnted,  be  marked  by  writing  or  stamping  before  they  are  isBoed 
with  the  words  or  characters.     '<  Int.  p*  one  or  1*^  year.'' 

That  such  of  the  said  bills  as  have  already  issued  or  may  issue  ii 
the  course  of  a  year  from  the  time  Interest  beffins  to  be  oomputec 
on  them  be,  when  such  Interest  is  paid,  marked  in  like  manner,  U 
prevent  the  necessity  and  expense  of  exchanging  them. 

That  where  any  State  has  adopted  similar  adequate  provisioDS 
these  shall  not  operate. 

That  the  several  States  suspend  as  far  as  possible  the  issuing  o; 
such  part  of  their  respective  quotas  of  the  said  bills  as  remain  U 
be  issued. 

'  Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

CHAS.  THOMSON,  Secretary, 


Prbs.  Reed  to  Gen.  Assembly,  1781. 

June  2,  1781 
Sir, 

It  is  with  great  concern,  I  find  myself  under  the  Necessity  o 
rccalliDg  the  attention  of  the  Hon.  House  to  a  Subject  which  ! 
hoped  would  have  been  buried  in  Oblivion,  I  mean  the  Mutiny  o 
the  Pennsylv.  Line  last  Winter,  Seeking  no  Praise,  but  as  I  conoeiv< 
deserving,  no  Censure  for  the  Tivnsaction  as  conducted  by  Oen 
Potter  &  myself,  I  find  Prejudices  diffused  injurious,  not  only  t 
our  publick  Characters,  but  to  the  Interest  &  Credit  of  the  Govern 
ment.  I  am  therefore  to  request  the  House  would  be  pleased  t< 
reappoint  a  Committee  of  inquiry,  upon  whose  Report  the  Sense  o 
the  Legislature  may  be  publickly  declared ;  If  it  shall  appear  tha 
the  Welfare  of  the  State,  the  Kights  of  the  Officers  or  the  mor 
general  Interest  of  America,  have  been  wantonly,  or  ignoranti; 
sacrificed,  we  are  content,  &  it  will  be  the  Duty  of  the  House  t 
affix  a  mark  of  Disapprobation  upon  our  Measures;  if  otherwis 
Justice  &  Candour  will  we  Trust  equally  load  to  justify  &  approve 
As  some  Gentlemen  whose  Presence  may  be  necessary  are  abon 
leaving  Town  on  public  Duty,  I  must  beg  the  Favour  of  the  Hona 
to  Expedite  the  Execution  of  my  Kequest,  if  it  meets,  with  approbs 
tion. 

I  am  Sir,  with  groat  Respect  & 

Your  Obed.  Hble  Scrv. 
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Gen.  Clark  to  Officers  in  Westmoreland  Co.,  1781. 

Crossings;  8d  June^  1781. 
Gentlemen. 

I  have  the  pleasnre  to  learn  from  Report  that  the  officers  of  West- 
noreland  are  determined  to  fall  on  some  'mode  of  Distressing  the 
Savages  this  Campaign,  Either  hj  a  separate  Expedition  or  giving 
udaUnce  to  the  one  I  am  ordered  to  Execute.    From  Circumstances 
I  am  endaced    to  give    Credit    to  these  Reports,   which  is   my 
Beason  for  writing  to  yon  on  the  subject  as  a  union  of  Interests  may 
&cilitate  both  and  End  in  the  general  good.     My  present  object  is 
the  Sbawanees  Delawares  and  Sandusky  towns.     The  Delawarea  of 
tlie  Muskingum  have  moved  to  the  west  of  the  Soyoto  River,  and 
those  formerly  living  up  the  Allegany  to  Sandusky.   If  you  could  by 
Draughts  attack  the  Sandusky  towns  about  the  same  time  we  make 
t  diversion  on  the  Shawanee,  and  Delaware  Countries,  it  might  be 
attended  with  good  Consequences.     Both  armies  would  then  be  but 
a  small  distance  apart,  by  forming  a  Junction  might  perhaps  take 
some  Effectual  measure  to  put  an  End  to  the  Indian  war  which  I  am 
determined  to  do  if  Supported  by  those  whom  it  ought  most  to  Con- 
cern.    Each  party  might  facilitate  the  opperations  of  the  other  and 
divide  the  Indian  Interest  so  as  to  fall  an  Easy  prey  to  us.     I  wished 
to  see  Col*  Hays  on  this  subject  but  he  was  not  good  Enough  to 
Call  on  me  altho  very  near  me,  (I  suppose — the  old  Story) — but 
should  you  find  that  it  will  be  out  of  your  powers  to  get  supplies  in 
time  for  an  Expedition  of  such  a  length  it  would  be  advisable  to  take 
such  measures  as  to  Enable  the  one  army  to  Execute  the  whole.    If 
a  ^neral  &  Valuable  peace  in  this  Quarter  should  not  take  place 
this  fall  it  will  be  the  fault  of  the  Inhabitants,  and  believe  it  to  be 
the  last  attempt  made.     If  Rediculous  prejudice  is  laid  aside,  and 
«ar  strength  Exerted  there  is  a  Certainty  of  it  by  the  fall.     Cap* 
Harrison  waits  on  you  with  this  letter  and  will  Receive  your  answers. 
TTbe  Resolution  you  may  take  I  would  wish  to  know  Immediately  by 
3kim,  as  no  time  must  be  delayed  the  season  is  far  advanced. 

I  Have  the  Honor  To  be  D*^  Ocntlcman,  Tour  Humbl.  Serv^ 

GEO.  CLARK,  Bg. 
Directed, — On  public  service.  To  the  Council  of  Officers,  Westmoro- 
Jind  Co.    Hern'  by  Cap.  Harrison. 


Gov*  Jefferson,  of  YiRaiNiA,  to  Pues.  Reed. 

Charlottesville,  June  3, 1781. 
Sir. 

The  proposition  made  in  your  Excellency's  letter  of  May  14th  for 
deferring  the  ultimate  settlement  of  our  boundary  till  the  1**  of  May 
1782,  is  perfectly  agreeable.    The  observations  necessary  to  fix  it 
Vol.  IX.— 9 
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with  acoaracy  could  not  be  made  in  the  present  season.  I  «l80  coBonr 
]Q  the  further  proposal  to  extend  Mason  &  Dizons  line  twenty  three 
miles  by  an  ordinary  surveyor,  &  to  have  it  marked  in  the  slightest 
manner  to  answer  present  purposes,  for  this  end  I  have  written  to 
the  Sarvoyor  of  the  county  of  Monongalia,  who  will  oonenr  in  the 
work  with  any  person  whom  your  Excellency  shall  bo  pleased  to 
appoint  on  your  part.  These  gentlemen  may  settle  together  the  time 
of  proceeding  on  the  business. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  very  great  reapeet. 


David  Duncan  to  John  Gibson,  1781. 

Pittsburg,  Jane  8%  1781. 
Sir, 

Within  those  few  Months,  I  have  been  through  almost  every 
settlement  on  this  side  of  the  Aleghany  Mount"  in  Order  to  proeore 
provisions  for  the  use  of  the  Troops  here,  and  having  seriouslx  Goo- 
sidered  the  Situation  of  the  Department  both  in  regard  of  Beef  ft 
Flour,  am  of  the  Opinion,  that  when  (}ent  Clark,  gets  the  Qnantitj 
of  Flour  and  Beef  he  wants  for  his  expedition,  it  will  then  be  out 
of  my  power,  to  get  the  Quantity  which  I  am  Instmoted  to  Par- 
chase  for  the  troops  now  here,  &  for  those  that  may  be  ordered  for 
this  Department,  and  more  especially  if  the  Quantities  of  ProvisionSi 
that  is  now,  and  is  to  be  purchased,  be  allowed  to  pass  Down  the 
River,  I  mean  the  provisions  that  is  exclusive,  of  what  is  porehssed 
for  the  use  of  the  army ;  I  am  well  assured  there  cannot  a  snff- 
cient  Quantity,  of  Beef  be  Got,  on  this  side  the  Moantuns  for 
the  Troops,  am  of  the  Belief  if  some  Speedy  plan  be  not  falleii 
on,  in  order  to  bring  Beef  from  the  other  side  the  MoantaiDS,  the 
Troops  here  will  very  soon  Suffer,  as  we  Tender  our  own  Happiness 
ft  the  Public  Weal,  woold  therefore  beg  the  Commandant,  that  be 
will  not  alow  of  any  Provisions  whatever,  to  pass  Down  the  Bivcr, 
except  such  as  he  may  judge  Necessary  to  let  pass  to  the  &]Is  of  Ohio, 
Caintuoky,  for  the  use  of  Distressed  familys.  These  are  Mattois  of 
the  Greatest  Importance,  and  ought  to  be  Considered  with  the 
greatest  Delibration  and  care. 

I  flatter  myself,  that  if  there  be  no  Stop  pnt  to  the  Transports' 
tion  of  Provisions  Down  the  river  end  no  plan  be  fidlen  on  to  get  beef 
brought  from  below,  after  this  notice  from  me,  that  if  the  Troops 
should  come  to  Want  provisions,  I  cannot  be  Blam'd,  as  I  hmve  and 
will  do  every  thing  in  my  power  to  have  them  supply'd  in  every  respect. 
I  am  with  the  Greatest  esteem  and 

regard  your  Ob*  Hhble  Servt 

DAVID  DUNCAN, 
Commisnr.  for  the  West^  Goontj. 

John  Gibson  Esq'.  Col.  Comd'  Fort  Pitt. 
(A  Copy.) 
*  Autograph  Signature  cut  oif. 
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Capi.  Tho.  Wtlip  to  Pbbs.  Bebd,  1781. 

June  6, 1781. 
To  His  Exoellency  the  PresidcDt  and  the  Supreme  Executive  Coun- 

eil  of  the  State  of  Pennsjlvanta. 
Gentlemen,  ^ 

I  find  that  the  Honbl.  the  Assembly  of  this  State,  at  their  Last 
setting,  were  pleased  to  adopt  all  the  men  of  the  Re^  of  Art'y  Artifi- 
cers, who  were  enlisted  to  serve  during  the  war.  With  two  Officers 
to  command  them  Yi'z  Cap**  Wylie  and  Jordon,  all  of  which  ware 
Declared  to  be  Inlisted  to  receive  every  benifit  allowed  to  the  troops 
of  the  Pensylvania  Line,  and  as  the  Line  have  been  settled  with  for 
their  Depreciation  some  time  past.  I  would  therefore  make  bold  to 
Request  that  your  Honour  may  be  pleased  to  grant  me  an  order  to 
liaV%  our  Depreciation  settled.  If  an  order  to  settle  the  whole 
Cannot  bo  granted  Immediately,  should  be  Glad  to  have  my  own 
settled  by  the  auditor,  in  this  Town. 

I  am  with  Respect  your 

Ob«  Humble  ScrvS 

THOS.  WYLIE,  Cap*. 
Comdg.  Art'y  Artificers. 
Philada.  4th  June,  1781. 

To  His  Excellency  the  President  and  Council  of  the  State  of 
PcDnsylvania. 

Jambs  Bead  to  Pres.  Reed,  1781. 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  President^  and  theHononr- 

able  the  Supreme  Executive  Council,  of  the  Commonwealth  of 

Pennsylvania. 

The  Petition  of  James  Read,  of  Reading,  in  the  County  of  Berks, 
in  the  said  Commonwealth. 
Humbly  Sheweth, 

That  your  Petitioner  has  heretofore  been  honoured  with  many 
very  important  IWnts  by  the  late  and  present  Governments  of 
Pensylvania  and  good  People  of  Berks ;  The  Duties  whereof  he  has 
reason  to  think  he  performed  to  the  general  Approbation :  He  there- 
fore prays  the  Honourable  The  Council  will  be  pleased  to  appoint 
bim  Registar  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty*  in  this  State  in  the  room 
of  the  kie  Register  Andrew  Robinson,  Esq',  deceased. 
And  your  Petitioner  will  ever  pray,  &c 

JAMES  READ. 

PhOaddpkia,  June  5, 1781. 

^<'  •  He  was  appoinUd,  See  Col.  Bm.,  Vol.  XIL,  p.  746. 
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Samubl  Postlbthwaitb  to  Prbs.  Bbed.  1781. 

CarlUley  6«^  Jane,  1781. 
Sir.  ^ 

I  haye  thought  it  mj  Daty  to  send  the  inolosed  Copy  of  a  leUer 
I  received  thb  day,  from  Col.  Buchanan,  one  of  the  sub  Lieatenanta 
of  thid  County  and  to  inform  your  EzcoUeooy  that  all  the  ammani- 
tion  I  could  send,  was  only  sixty  pounds  of  Lead,  forty  pounds  of 
Gun  powder,  &  100  flints,  which  I  believe  is  all  the  Lieutenants  can 
command  at  present,  as  .wbat  ammunition  they  brought  to  this  County 
was  left  in  my  care,  and  that  sent  this  day  to  Col.  Buchanan  is  the 
lant. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be  your 

Excellency's  most  Obedient 
Humble  Servant, 

SAM.  POSTLETHWAITE. 
DirecteJf 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,   Esqr. 


Arthur  Buchanan  to  Capt.  Postlbthwaitb,  1781. 

Kishacocquillis,  5th  June,  178 1« 

Dr.  Sir, 

I  send  yon  a  Copy  of  a  Letter  that  I  received  from  Col.  Ashman. 
L.  B.  C. 

Sir,  by  ikn  Express  this  moment  from  Franks  Town  we  have  the 
bad  news.  As  a  party  of  Volunteers  from  Bedford  was  going  to 
Franks  Town,  a  party  of  Indians  fell  in  with  them  this  momiDg  and 
Killed  thirty  of  them.  Only  seven  made  their  Escape  to  the  Garrison 
of  Franks  Town.  I  hope  that  you'll  Exert  yourself  in  getting  men 
to  go  up  to  the  Stooe  and  pray  let  the  River  people  know  aa  they 
may  turn  out.     I  am  in  health 

GEO.  ASHMAN. 
June  8d  10  O'clock. 

Col.  Arthur  Buchanan. 

Besides  the  above  we  have  Intelligence  from  Penns  Yaley,  that 
the  Enemy  b  this  day  Discovered  at  that  post,  k  dont  no  when  they 
mean  to  attack  our  people.  Col.  Brown  Yesterdav  Marched  a  party 
of  men  to  the  Stone,  &  this  day  Cap"  Means  with  a  party  marches 
to  Pens  Valley  to  Reinforce  that  post.  'J'he  Last  of  the  Amunition 
I  gave  out  last  night,  which  was  about  three  Loads  a  man  and  if  there 
is  not  a  suply  of  that  article,  our  young  men  cant  tarn  out  to  defend 
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oar  Countrj  in  time  of  Danger.  Tbe  bearer  Mr.  Mathcw  Kelly  will 
iafomi  you  of  Ihe  partioolans.  I  should  be  very  fond  if  you  would 
send  orer  to  me  100  Weight  of  Powder,  200  Weight  of  Lead,  and 
100  Flints.     Yonr  Complianoe  will  much  Oblige  your  Friend. 

ARTHUR  BUCHANAN. 
Directed,— CtLf*  Postlethwaite,  Q'M'  Carlisle. 

(Copy) 


Jambs  Marshall,  to  Pres.  Reed,  1781. 

Washington  County,  June  5th,  1781. 
Sir, 

Since  my  arrital  in  this  County,  I  have  been  making  what  pro- 
gress I  Can  is  organising  the  Militia,  altho,  as  yet,  Depriyed  of  tho 
Assistance  of  the  Sub  Lieutenants,  by  the  Indefatigable  Opposition 
of  a  Certain  Mr.  Penticost  and  a  few  of  his  adherents,  the  old  ene- 
mies of  this  government,  who  Immediately  on  my  arrival  got  together 
at  their  Courthouse,  in  what  they  call  Youshagana  County,  which  is 
wholly  involved  in  this  and  Westmoreland  Counties,  and  to  which 
the  government  of  Virginia  has  sent  no  Orders  for  some  Considerable 
time  past.  Notwithstanding  they  have  resolved  to  go  on  with  tho 
jnrisdiction  of  Virginia,  both  Civil  and  Military  until  the  line  is 
Actually  run.  Whereupon  the  said  Penticost  swore  into  an  Old 
Commission  of  County  Lieutenant,  that  he  pretended  to  have  by  him 
for  a  long  time,  and  thereupon  assumed  the  Command  of  the  Militia. 
Mr.  Cannon  (a  Civil  Officer  under  the  government  of  Virginia),  one 
of  our  Sub  Lieutenants,  publickly  declares  that  government  have 
Infringed  upon  the  Rights  of  the  people  in  appointing  officers  for 
them  before  they  were  represented,  and  instead  of  assisting  me  m 
Organising  the  '^iiiitia,  is  using  all  his  Influence  to  prevent  it.  Mr. 
Lite  the  other  Sub  Lieutenant  refuses  doing  any  thing  until  the 
artists  arrive  on  the  spot,  which  leaves  me  without  assistanccy  and 
most  Consequently  delay  the  formation  of  the  Militia.  However  t 
Expect  in  a  short  time  to  have  the  buisness  Com  pleated,  and  that 
the  artists  will  not  fail  iii  being  on  the  line  as  soon  as  possible,  which 
mizht  prove  fatal  to  the  Interests  of  the  State  in  this  Quarter ;  for 
altho  the  people  at  large  are  well  affected  to  this  government,  the 
junto  aforesiiid  are  Indefatagable,  and  a  failure  on  the  part  of  the 
artists  would  affi>rd  them  great  Opportunity  of  doeing  mischief,  in  a 
word  Mr.  Penticost  and  Mr.  Cannon  are  ringleaders  of  Sedition,  and 
are  doeing  every  thing  in  their  power  to  revive  the  Jurisdiction  of 
Virginia^  in  order  to  keep  this  Country  in  Confusion,  and  there  not 
being  a  Court  of  Justice  in  this  County,  these  disturbers  of  the  peace 
go  nnpanished,  two  or  three  woids  of  an  Order  from  your  Excellency 
would  put  the  affairs  of  this  Country  into  a  better  situation^  and 
al  the  Same  time  OUige  a  whole  County. 
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The  Indiaiis  have  not  done  any  damage  on  the  frontiers  of  this 
County  for  some  time  past,  altho  they  never  had  a  better  Opporta- 
nityi  and  were  it  not  for  Col.  Broadhead's  late  Ezpeditioni  umI  the 
Expectation  of  General  Clark,  beinff  in  their  Country  thb  Snmmeri 
I  am  persnaded  thev  wonld  have  laid  a  Considerable  part  of  onr 
Country  waste  by  this  time ;  let  me  hope  then,  that  as  soon  as  there 
may  be  a  Necessity,  yon  will  Enable  us  to  Call  out  a  nudkber  of 
our  Militia  for  the  defence  of  the  Frontiers,  and  that  we  may  be 
snpplied  with  ammunition  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be  with  Yerry  great 

Respect  and  Esteem  your  Ezoellenoy's 

Most  Obedient  and  verry  Humble  Serv* 

JAMES  MARSHALL. 
Directed^ 
.  His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esq.^  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Prbs.  of  Congress  to  Pres.  Reeb,  1781. 

(Circular.) 

Philadelphia^  June  6, 1781. 
Sir, 

Your  Excellency  will  receive  enclosed,  a  resolve  of  Congress  of 
the  2*  Instant,  directing  that  all  Bills  which  are  issued  in  the 
respective  States  in  Pursuance  of  the  Resolution  of  the  18th  of 
March,  1780,  after  the  Expiration  of  one  year  from  the  Time  the 
Interest  on  such  Bills  begins  to  be  completed,  be  stamped  with  the 
Words  or  Characters,  Int.  p*  one  [or  1]  year. 

And  that  such  of  the  ssid  Bills  as  have  already  issued,  whenever 
the  Interest  is  paid,  be  stamped  in  like  Manner^  to  prevent  the 
Necessity  k  Expence  of  exchanging  them. 

It  is  also  the  Sense  of  Congress  that  the  several  Stetes  suspend  as 
hr  as  possible  the  issuing  of  such  Part  of  their  respective  Quotas  of 
said  Bills  as  remain  to  be  issued.  "* 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  Regard 
Your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  &  most 

humble  Servant, 
SAM.  HUNTINGTON,  President. 
Directed^ 
His  ExcelleDcy  President  Reed.    . 
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Prks.  Rbed  to  Gbn.  Washington,  1781. 

Sir, 

We  had  the  Honour  of  your  Excelb*  Favour  of  the  27th  Ulfc.,* 
requiring  1600  Militia  of  this  State  The  Congress  at  the  same 
Time  made  a  Requisition  of  four  Battalions  of  Infantry,  consisting 
of  2228  Rank  &  File,  a  Company  of  Artill^,  &  Corps  of  64  Herse 
for  the  Southern  Service.  A  Demand  has  also  been  made  of  300 
Men  for  the  Frontiers.  We  are  sorry  to  inform  your  Ezcelk  that 
the  present  Situation  of  the  Militia  in  Pay  &  Eauipment  forbid  an 
Expectation  that  those  Requisitions  can  be  complied  with  untill  the 
House  of  Assembly  shall  make  a  more  effectual  Provision  for  that 
Service.  The  present  Pay  is  30  old  Continental  Dollars  ^  Day,  ft 
the  Fines  of  Delinquents,  which  is  the  Fund  of  Payment,  is  in  the 
game  Proportion.  The  General  Assembly  now  sitting,  we  have  laid 
your  Ezoell'*  Letter  before  them  with  such  farther  additional  Argu- 
ments k  Recommendations  as  we  hope  will  produce  tike  desired 
Effect.  As  soon  aa  we  are  enabled  to  give  your  Ezcell^  a  more 
satisfiustory  Answer  we  shall  not  fail  to  do  it  In  the  mean  Time 
we  b^  Leave  to  assure  that  we  are  with  the  greatest  Respect  & 
Regard,  your  Exdle^ 

Obed.  Hble  Ser., 

J.  REED. 

Jndorsed'-^nne  6th,  1781. 


P&ss  Bbbd  to  Hilla&t  Bakbo,  Jb.,  1781. 

In  Council,  June  6, 1781. 
Sir, 

Tbb  Board  has  Directed  the  Deeds  for  the  Forfeited  Estates 
lately  sold,  k  which  hereafter  may  be  sold,  to  be  drawn  by  you. 
You'll  Observe  that  the  ground  rent  and  arrears  at  the  time  of  Sale 
vpon  the  Premises  subject  to  that  incumbrance,  are  to  be  settled  by 
the  Purchaser. 

You'll  likewise'  Observe  that  all  forfeited  Estates  in  Fee  Simple 
already  sold  &  which  hereafter  may  be  sold,  are  on  the  following 
Terms.  One  Fourth  part  to  be  reduced  to  a  Ground  Rent 
payable  in  Wheat  at  lOs.  ^  Bushel,  to  be  Delivcr'd  half  Yearly  at 
the  public  Market  in  Philadelphia  or  in  Cash  at  the  Current  price, 
at  the  Option  of  the  Trustees.  The  said  Ground  Rent  to  be  Re- 
deemable at  any  time  after  three  Years  &  within  Ten  Years,  such 
Purchaser  paying  fifteen  Years  purchase  in  Wheat  or  Money  as  at**, 
at  the  Election  of  the  Trustees.  The  Ground  Rent  of  the  University 
to  Commence  from  the  Day  of  Sale. 

*  See  Col.  Bee.,  VoL  XU.,  p.  742. 
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Pees.  Reed  to  Henky  Christ,  Esq.,  Reading,  1781. 

Sir, 

In  answer  to  yonr  Letter  of  the  1*^  Inst.,  would  inform  yon  that 
yonr  Papers  oame  safely  to  Hand  &  are  now  under  Examination  by 
th*e  Auditors — ^With  Respect  to  the  Recruiting  Service  we  apprehend 
it  will  be  best  to  wait  till  some  Plan  can  be  formed  for  that  Purpose. 
Ton  will  be  pleased  to  send  down  the  Money  you  have  on  Hand, 
resonring  what  you  deem  a  reasonable  Compensation  for  the  Trouble 
of  Mr.  Haller  &  yourself;  of  which  you  will  make  out  an  Account, 
Council  having  full  Confidence  in  ^our  Moderation  &  Integrity. 

We  request  to  know  whether  m  settling  the  Depreciation  Ao- 
oonnts,  Mr.  Haller  &  yourself  did  not  give  Certificates  to  some  who 
had  resigned  previous  to  passing  the  Law.  We  have  been  informed 
■  that  some  Errors  of  this  Nature  took  Place. 

I  am  Sir, 

your  Obed.  Hbbl.  Ser. 
Indorsed, 
June  7, 1781. 


Pres.  Reed  to  Representative  of  Don  Juan  Mirallss, 

1781. 

Sir, 

I  beg  Leave  to  inclose  you  as  the  Representative  of  Don  Juan  do 
Mirallcs,  an  Aco*  of  the  Rent  due  for  the  House  on  Market  street 
which  he  occupied  the  first  Year  of  his  Residence  among  us.  By 
a  Law  of  this  State  the  House  &  the  Rent  accrued  were  vested  in 
the  President  of  the  State  for  the  Time  being.  And  as  this  Account 
has  been  furnished  by  the  Agents  of  forfeited  Estates  you  will  be 
fully  secured  against  auy  Demand  by  them,  &  I  shall  cheerfully  sign 
any  Receipt  for  that  Purpose. 

Your  Compliance  will  oblige,  Sir, 

your  obed.  Hbble  Ser., 

J.  R. 

Indorsed^ 
June  7,  1781,  to  Don  Francisco. 
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PrE8.   ReRD  to   SpBAEER  of  AsSBHBLTy   1781. 

Sir, 

By  the  iDoIosed  Letters  which  have  heon  hroaght  in  hy  the  Gon- 
miBsioiier  of  PorohaseSy  the  Hod.  House  will  observe  to  what  Dis- 
tress we  are  rapidly  approaohing.  There  are  1500  hundred  Prisonerv 
now  in  the  State  for  whom  daily  Provision  must  he  made,  besides 
neeessary  Guards,  k  the  Convention  Prisoners  marohing  throagh  tha 
Sute  to  N.  England.  The  People  of  the  Country  as  well  as  in  the 
City  universally  demand  Gold  or  Silver  for  their  Produce  &  Mer- 
ohandise,  &  wiH  not  part  with  either  for  Paper  Money  but  at  a  most 
mireasonable  Depveoiation.  We  must  therefore  entreat  the  House 
immediately  to  devise  some  Mode  of  present  Supplies  or  general 
Confosion  &  Distress  must  unavoidably  take  Place.  The  Council 
have  thought  it  most  adviseable  to  give  this  Information  by  Way 
of  Letter  rather  than  Address,  wishing  to  keep  our  critical  Situation 
aa  secret  as  Cireumstanoes  will  admit. 

Indorsed,  June  7,  1781. 


Gbnl.  Washikqton  to  Pres.  Reed,  1781. 

Head  Quarters,  New  Windser,  7th  June,  1781. 
Sir, 

t  By  a  Resolution  of  Congress  of  the  3i**  of  May,  four  Battalions 
of  Infantry,  one  Company  of  Artillery  coDMsting  of  thirty-two 
Matrosses  and  a  Corpse  of  Horse  consisting  of  sixty  four  Dragoons 
are  required  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  to  serve  for  three  Months 
from  the  Time  of  their  respectively  reDdezvonsiDg  at  the  Place  or 
Places  directed  bv  me.  Tour  Excellency  has,  no  Doubt,  been  made 
acquainted  that  the  foregoing  Requisition  is  founded  on  the  alarming 
Progress  which  the  Enemy  are  making  io  Virginia.  You  will  be 
pleased  therefore  to  give  Orders  to  the  Officers  commanding  the 
respective  Corps  to  march  by  Detachment  as  they  are  raised  and 
equipped  to  whatever  Place  may  be  the  Head  Quarters  of  the  Ameri« 
can  Army  in  Virginia  or  in  Maryland  (should  the  Enemy  have 
advanced  into  that  State)  and  take  their  further  Commands  from  the 
General  or  other  commanding  Officer. 

1  need  but  refer  Your  Excellency  to  the  Circular  Letter  of  the 
President  of  Congress  of  the  1"'  instant  for  the  Reasons  which  ousht 
to  influenoe  the  Exertions  of  your  State  most  particularly  at  this 
Moment. 

1  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  great  Respect, 
Your  Excellency's 

Most  Obed«  &  very 

H'ble  Servant. 

G-  WASHINGTON. 
Z>timrfMf— Hia  Exoelleney,  President  Reed,  Pennsylvania. 

9* 
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Board  of  War  to  Pres.  Reed,  1781. 

War  Offioe^  JoDe  8th^  1781. 
Sir, 

In  ooDflequenee  of  a  letter  of  Oen.  Enoz,  who  has  wrote  by  order 
of  ihe  Commander  in  chief  the  Board  beg  leave  to  request  jou  will 
be  pleased  to  famiBh  them  with  any  quantity  of  powder  you  can 
•para;  whatever  yon  think  proper  to  part  with  on  this  occasion  will 
be  punctually  restored,  whenever  the  public  are  enabled  to  do  it. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  highest  respect, 
t  -Sii^H  Y'  Exc^  Most  Obed, 

k  very  h'ble  aerr. 
WILL-  GRAYSON. 
By  order. 
Directed^ 
His  Ezcell^,  The  President  of  the  State  of  Penns*. 


CoL.  Lewis  Nicola  to  Pres.  Reed,  1781. 

Sir, 

From  what  was  said  relative  to  the  pay  of  the  American  soldiery, 
when  I  had  the  honour  of  waiting  on  your  Excellencv  last ;  I  have 
been  induced  to  reduce  my  sentiments  to  writing  and  beg  leave  to 
trouble  you  with  them.  I  shall  wait  on  you  on  Monday  morning 
for  the  papers  to  communicate  them  to  the  Board  of  War,  or  M' 
Morris,  as  possibly  some  part  may  be  of  use  tho'  the  whole  should 
not  be  approved  of. 

I  beg  leave  to  assure  your  Excellency  that  I  am  with  respect, 
8f,  Your  most  obed''  Serv. 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  Col.  In. 

Barracks,  8th  June,  1781. 
Jndarged, 

June  y  8, 1781.    From  Col.  Nicola. 
Directed^ 

To  His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed,  President  of  the  State. 


The  Plan. 

A  scheme  for  having  the  duty  done  in  this  city  without  calling  out 
any  part  of  the  Militia,  &  at  much  less  czpence. 

The  duty  to  be  done  by  persons  exempted  by  law  from  militia 
service  but  that  have  vigour  enough  to  do  garrison  duty,  as  wss 
practiced  in  1776  &  1777. 
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li  is  highly  probable  that  tho  pay  of  20  pence  hard  money  &  a 
ration  a  day  regularly  paid  &  issaed  will  induce  many  to  enter  wbea 
oertain  of  not  Ming  sent  out  of  the  city. 
The  duty  to  be  done  in  Philadelphia^  ia 

Now  Goal  Guard,        1  Sub.  I  Serj.  2  Cor.  1  Dr.  21  Priv,. 
BarFBcks,  11  18 

Powder  MagaainOi  1  8 

12  4         1        42 

Two  relieves  for  the  above  will  require  126  men  but  sicknois  or 
other  caBualties  may  happen  there  should  be  at  least  men  over  making 
in  the  whole  132  divided  into  two  companies  each  consisting  of  1 
Li.  1  Ens',  4  8erg%  6  oorp-.,  1  Drum'  &  66.  There  being  no  duty 
for  Captains  that  ezpence  may  be  saved. 

LEWIS  NICOLA,  Col.  InT. 


P&B8.  Bbsd  to  Wm.  Bbadfobd,  Jr.,  1781. 

Sir, 

M"*  M*OaUa  the  Commissioner  of  Bucks  County  hss  received  some 
ill  Treatment  from  one  Arthur  Irwin.  The  Council  request  you  to 
bear  his  Complaint  and  take  such  Measures  for  his  redress  as  the 
Nature  of  the  Case  will  admit  &  the  Justice  due  to  a  good  publiek 
ofioer  requires. 

I  am  Sir, 

Tour  Obed.  Hbble  Ser. 
JOS.  REED. 
Indorsed^ 

June  8th,  1781.    To  W-  Bradford,  jun'.  Esq'.  A'  Qen». 


P&ES.  Bbxd  to  Col.  Adam  Hublet,  1781. 

To  Col.  Adam  Hubley,  Lieut,  of  Lancaster  County. 

Sir 

I  duly  received  your  Favour  of  the  6th  Inst  The  Council  have 
this  Day  consider^  the  Proposition  of  calling  the  Town  Militia  of 
J^ncaster  to  felieve  the  present  Militia  Guards  on  the  Prisoners. 
The  Reasons  you  give  for  it  have  a  good  deal  of  Weight,  &  especially 
at  this  Season  of  the  Year ;  but  we  are  apprehensive  that  if  the 
Militia  of  the  County  should  be  called  to  Service  on  the  Frontiers 
or  with  the  Main  Army,  it  would  be  the  Occasion  of  great  Disgust 
on  Aoot.  of  the  DiflFerence  of  the  Service.  At  present,  therefore, 
Connoil  aeiem  inclined  to  continue  the  Force  in  Hotation,  but  have 
not  made  any  Besolotion  thereupon  untilLwe  oould  hear  from  yoa 
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again. — ^It  is  not  in  onr  Power  to  send  any  more  Arms  from  henee, 
as  we  have  neither  Money  nor  Credit  to  prooare  them.  We  have 
some  Expectation  of  a  Supply  from  Europe ;  if  th^  should  arrive 
we  will  pay  a  proper  attention  to  the  Coonty  of  Lancaster. — We 
are  glad  to  find  you  have  so  happily  surmounted  the  Diffioulties 
with  the  Prisoners,  &  Dispute  between  the  Militia  and  the  Light 
Horse,  in  which  we  think  the  latter  much  to  blame.  We  should  bo 
sorry  that  Differences  should  arise  between  them,  but  while  the 
Militia  are  in  the  Discharge  of  their  Duty  they  must  &  will  be  sup- 
ported ;  and  we  make  no  Doubt  the  Officers  of  the  Cavalry  will  give 
yon  all  reasonable  aid  on  such  Occasions.  * 

We  have  laid  the  Delinquencies  of  the  Militia  Fines  before  the 
House  of  Assembly  for  their  Consideration,  k  as  soon  as  they  have 
determined  will  let  you  know  ]  in  the  mean  Time  we  think  it  best 
to  defer  Collection  except  from  such  as  are  willing  to  pay  in  State 
Money  at  75.  With  Respect  to  drawing  Candles,  &o.,  for  the 
Guards,  these  have  been  all  ways  supplied  by  the  Continental  Store 
at  this  &  other  Places,  k  the  Militia  when  on  Continental  Duty  are 
intitled  to  them  in  that  Channell. 

Your  Observations  with  Respect  to  the  Militia  Fines  are  nnhap* 
pily  too  just,  k  the  Evil  is  general,  but  as  Money  will  probably 
hereafter  have  a  more  decided  Value,  we  hope  these  diffionltiea  wilt 
cease,  k  Men  of  better  Character  take  the  Collection.— There  is  » 
Committee  now  preparing  a  Supplement  to  the  Militia.  Law ;  I 
shall  communicate  your  Letter  to  them,  k  hope  they  will  make 
some  Provision  for  the  Misohiefii  you  complain  of. 

Mr.  Potter  will  do  well  to  have  the  Guns  you  mention  repaired, 
k  it  will  be  a  proper  Charge  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Militia  Fines. 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  Obed.  H'bUe  Ser. 
Indorsed, — June  9,  1781. 


Extracts  of  letter  from  D.  Duncan  to  Prbs.  Reed,  1781. 

Pittsburg,  June  9th,  1781. 
Sir, 

I  am  sorry  that  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  make  you  Returns  e'er 
now.  Mr.  Perry's  purchases  is  so  far  Scattered  that  miJces  it  out 
of  my  power  to  get  them  rec*  as  soon  as  I  could  wisK.  It  appears 
to  be  hard  to  get  Mr.  Perry  to  Deliver  any  of  the  Stores ;  what  his 
motive  can  be  I  can't  sav,  but  from  what  he  has  said,  he  thinks  he 
will  be  put  in  his  old  place,  on  account  of  which  he  don't  wsnfr  to 
have  the  Delivery  Compleated  untill  his  brother  comes  from  Philad^ 
who  is  now  with  Councill.  I  am  Sorry  to  trouble  the  Governor  & 
Counsell  with  letters  in  place  of  my  Ueturns  and  accounts  of  Money 
which  I  rec*  at  my  appointment,  but  flatter  my  self  when  they  aee 
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they  will  give  Satisfaction  in  Gren^  and  they  will  be  Convinced  that  I 
have  made  my  stady  to  save  the  one  third  in  all  my  purchases  more 
than  Mr.  Perry  have  done.  I  have  bought  stall  fed  beef  at  one 
Shilling  ^  pound  state  Money.  I  have  bought  whbkey  at  Six,  & 
from  that  to  Seven  Shilling  ^  Gall",  &  have  it  Dcliv'  in  the  Store, 
&  wheat  at  one  Dollar,  &  Delivered  in  y*  Mills ;  these  purchases  I 
have  made,  but  not  since  the  exchange  came  to  One  Hundred  ft 
Seventy  five,  for  now  the  People  seems  not  to  be  willing  to  Sell 
Iheir  property  for  state  money. 

I  had  men  last  week  in  the  Glades  trying  to  Purchase  l>eef,  but 
not  one  would  sell  without  hard  Money ;  from  what  I  can  learn,  I 
fear  the  Troops  will  suffer  e'er  Long  unless  some  relief  be  sent  from  ^ 
the  other  side  the  Mountains  in  a  short  time.  I  assure  yon  the 
Credit  of  the  Money  is  intirely  lost  within  these  few  Weeks  past, 
and  puts  it  past  my  power  to  purchase  as  low  as  my  Instructions 
Directs  me. 

Should  y*  Gowmer  k  Counsel!  Continue  mo  any  longer,  I  hope 
they  will  inform  me,  as  soon  as  in  their  power,  how  to  act  in  regard 
to  the  money,  and  what  prices  I  am  to  g^  for  the  articles  I  have 
to  jmrchase.  I  Live  at  so  great  a  Distance  I  am  never  on  a  Cer- 
tainty of  y*  prices  of  articles,  nor  y  Value  of  our  money  one  week 
at  once ;  you  may  Depend  on  my  Returns,  when  I  can  get  all  the 
Stores  rec*  from  M'  Perry,  and  shall  make  you  all  the  Necessary 
Returns  of  Receiving  Purchases  and  Deliveries ;  it's  true  that  when 
Returns  are  made,  we  ha'nt  still  an  oppcrtunity  of  sending  them 
when  done.  I  think  it  out  of  my  power  sending  you  Returns  from 
here  in  Less  than  three  Months,  the  Distance  is  so  great;  tho'  shall 
do  all  in  my  power  to  remitt  them  to  you  every  Month,  but  am  afraid 
I  can't  Compleat  it.         ***** 

L'  Morrison,  of  the  9*^  Virg*  Reg<,  have  been  up  French  Creek 
as  far  as  the  Carrying  place,  to  see  if  they  could  make  any  -Dis- 
coveries of  the  Indians  &  English  that  was  said  to  be  there  &  Coming 
against  us ;  he  and  his  men  made  no  Discovery  of  any  kind,  nor  no 
signs  at  the  Carrying  place ;  so  from  that  we  may  hope  the  report  we 
had  of  it  was  false,  and  no  truth  in  it.  I  am  very  much  of  the 
opinion  gen'  Clark's  Campaign  will  fall  through,  as  it  seems  he 
won't  get  any  men  worth  while  on  this  side  the  Mountains;  it's 
thought  one  Hundred  is  the  most  he  will  get.  Inclosed  you  iiill 
^nd  my  Representation  to  the  Commanding  officer,  in  regard  of  the 
provisions  I  am  Instructed  to  purchase. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  with  great  esteem,  y  Obedient  and  very  Hb'le 
Servant^ 

DAVID  DUNCAN. 

Vireciedf 
Sxcel'y  Joseph  Reed,  Governor  of  Pcnnsy",  Philadelphia. 
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Okdbr  on  Sbcrbtary  Matlace  fob  Books  and  Papers, 

1781. 

In  Council,  Philadelphia,  Maj  7th,  1871. 
On  application  of  Franois  Johnston  Eaqnire,  Receiver,  Qeneral, 
Beaohedy  That  the  Seorctarj  of  this  Board,  deliver  np  to  Mr.  John- 
■ton  all  the  Books  and  papers  received  bv  him^  from  Edmnnd 
Physick  Esquire,  late  Receiver  General,  and  now  in  the  poaseasion 
of  this  Board  taking  his  Receipt  specially  therefore. 

Extract  from  the  Hinntes, 

JAMES  TRIMBLE, 

For  TY.  MATLACK,  Secy.* 


Resolution  of  General  Assemblt,  1781. 

State  of  Pennsylvania  In  General  Assembly,  1781. 

Monday  Jnne,  11th  1781. 
Resolved,  that  the  average  price  of  common  labour  by  the  Day, 
for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  pay,  fines  and  penalties  of  the 
militia  of  this  State,  be  three  shillings  and  six  pence,  payable  in 
Gold  or  Silver  money. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

SAMUEL  ST£R£TT,Glerk.t 


George  Ashman  to  Pres.  Reed,  1781. 

Bedford  County,  June  12th,  1781. 
Sir, 

I  have  to  inform  you  that  on  Sunday  the  third  of  this  instant  a 
party  of  the  rangers  under  Captain  Boyd  eight  in  number,  with 
twenty-five  Volunteers  under  Capt.  Moore  and  Lieut  Smith  of  the 
Militia  of  this  County  had  an  Engagement  with  a  party  of  Indians 
(said  to  be  numerous)  within  three  Miles  of  Frankstown  where 
Seventy-five  of  the  Cumberland  militia  was  station'd,  commanded  by 
Gaptn.  Jas.  Young,  sum  of  the  party  running  into  the  Gairison 
acquainting  Capt.  Young  of  what  had  happend  he  Issued  out  a  party 
Immediatly  and  Brought  in  Seven  more  five  of  whome  are  wounded 

*  See  order  on  Edmund  Physick  as  ReceiTer  General,  under  the  proprie- 
taries, Vol.  VIII.   p.  118. 

And  the  list  of  Books  received  (which  are  probably  now  in  the  Land 
Office  at  Harrisburg)  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  765.— F.  J.  was  appointed 
April  9,  1781.    See  page  66,  this  Vol. 

t  See  Col.  Reo.,  VoL  XII.,  p.  752. 
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and  two  made  there  eacape^io  Bedford,  Eight  Kil'd  and  soalpt,  Capt» 
Boyd,  CaptQ.  Moore,  and  Oaptn.  Dunlap  with  six  others  are  miasiDgi 
CaptD.  Young  expecting  from  the  enemys  numhcrs  that  hia  garriaon 
wcmld  be  aarrounded  aent  expreas  to  me  Immediately,  bat  before  I 
ooold  oolleokt  as  many  Tolontiers  as  waa  sufficient  to  march  to  Frank- 
town  with  the  Enemy  had  retum'd  over  Alligany  hill,  the  wartera 
being  high  ocoation'd  by  heavy  rains  thoy  could  not  be  purau'd,  thia 
County  at  thia  time  ia  in  a  Deplorable  siituation  a  number  of 
Familya  are  flying  a  way  daily  ever  since  the  late  damage  waa  dun,  I 
can  aaaare  youre  Excellency  that  if  Immediate  asaiatanoe  ia  not  aent 
to  thia  County  that  the  whole  of  the  fronteire  Inhabitanta  will  move 
of  in  a  few  daya.  Colo.  Abm.  Smith  of  Cumberland  has  Juat 
Informed  mo  that  he  haa  no  orders  to  send  us  any  more  militia 
from  Cumberland  County  to  our  assistance  which  I  am  much  aur- 
pria'd  to  heare,  I  ahall  move  my  feimily  to  Maryland  in  a  few  daya 
aa  I  am  convinced  that  not  any  one  settlement  is  able  to  make  any 
Bfcand  against  such  numbers  of  the  Enemy.  If  your  Excellency  should 
please  to  order  ua  any  aaaistance  less  than  three  Hundred  will  be  of 
bat  little  reliefe  to  thia  County,  ammunition  we  have  not  any,  the 
Cumberland  militia  will  be  Discharg'd  in  two  daya.  It  ia^dreadful 
to  think  what  the  oonaequence  of  leaving  auoh  a  number  of  helpless 
Inhabitanta  may  be  to  the  Crueltys  of  a  savage  Enemy. 

Please  to  aend  mo  by  the  first  opportunity  Three  hundred  pounds 
aa  I  cannot  poasably  doe  the  bussiness  without  money,  you  may 
Depend  that  nothing  ahall  be  wanting  in  me  to  serve  my  Cuntry  aa 
far  aa  my  abilitiea. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be. 
Your  Ezcellencya  most  obedient  Humble  Servant, 

GEORGE  ASHMAN  Lieut.  Bcdfd.  Cty. 
Directetf^ 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esquire,  President  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council  Philadelphia. 


Wm.  Attleb  to  Prbs.  Reed,  1781. 

Lancaster,  y«  IS""  of  June,  1781. 
D.  Sir, 

Colonel  Wood  just  now  honoured  me  with  the  perusal  of  vour 
Letter  to  him  of  the  9*^  instant  wherein  I  observe  the  Council  have 
had  information  that  the  Prisoners  of  the  Convention  Troops  lately 
arrived  from  Virginia  may  be  accommodated  within  the  Pioqueta  afe 
thia  place  k  direct  their  continuing  here. 

I  beg  leave  to  represent  to  Council  that  before  the  arrival  of  the 
eonvention  Troopa  there  were  near  eight  hundred  Prisoners  of  War 
at  thia  Post  atationed  at  the  Barracka  within  the  Picquets,  under 
ID  J  direotion  and  among  them  a  great  number  aiok  of  a  putrid  fever 
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which  gave  great  aneanness  to  the  lohabitantB  as  there  was  the 
greatest  probability  of  its  being  commaoicated  to  the  Town. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  the  British  of  the  convention  Prisoners  it  was 
expected  that  the  Guard  who  came  with  them  would  have  proceeded 
on  with  them  to  the  Eastward ;  bat  as  they  were  hastily  assembled 
at  York  Town  k  were  determined  to  return,  I  advised  Major 
Bailey  (who  had  charge  of  them  before  Col.  Wood's  arrival,)  to 
secure  them  under  the  Guard  then  on  duty  here.  We  accordingly 
tamed  a  number  of  them  into  the  Barracks;  but  as  they  would  not 
contain  the  whole  (there  being  near  five  hundred  Women  &  GhildreH 
among  them,)  the  married  People  were  permitted  to  encamp  on  the 
common  outside  of  the  Stockade  where  they  still  remain  (except  a 
fbw  who  have  taken  shelter  in  an  old  continental  stable,)  but  badly 
sheltered  from  the  weather. 

As  we  expected  their  stay  would  be  short  we  apprehended  no 
inconvenience  from  their  being  crouded  in  the  Barracks  for  a  few 
Days ;  but  I  can  assure  Council  that  notwithstanding  all  the  ears 
and  attention  of  several  of  the  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  the  con- 
vention army  who  continued  here  till  within  these  few  Days  &  were 
so  kind  as  to  advise  with  and  assist  Doctor  Houston  who  attends 
the  Prisoners  here  under  my  direction.  This  fatal  disorder  has 
gained  ground  &  there  are  now  at  least  a  hundred  &  fifty  sick  in 
these  greatly  crouded  Barracks  without  a  prospect  of  its  abating. 
The  Rooms  which  we  had  before  set  apart  for  Hospital  Rooms 
cannot  contain  them,  they  are  scattered  throughout  the  Barracks  & 
I  know  not  a  House  in  or  near  the  Town  which  could  be  had  for  a 
hospital. 

1  cannot  think  the  Gentleman  who  gave  the  information  to 
Council  could  have  had  an  idea  that  there  were  near  two  hundred 
men,  women  &  Children  among  the  Prisoners  of  War  &  Convention 
at  this  place  when  he  gave  his  opinion  to  Coundl  that  they  might 
be  accommodated  in  the  Barracks  here  nor  could  he  have  known  of 
their  unhealthy  situation.  I  should  think  half  that  number  of 
healthy  Persons  would  fill  them  sufficiently  at  any  time,  but  in  their 
present  sickly  state  I  cou'd  wish  even  that  number  reduced. 

My  duty  as  Commissary  of  Prisoners  obliges  me  to  trouble 
Council  on  this  occasion,  it  is  necessary  as  well  for  the  safety  of  the 
Inhabitants  as  the  security  of  the  Prisoners  that  they  should  be  kept 
compact  and  as  free  from  disorders  as  possible.  The  Barracks  here 
cannut  contain  the  whole  of  the  convention  Troops  with  their 
Familys  &  the  Prisoners  of  War  before  stationed  here ;  the  (?aol  is 
filled  with  Sailors  &  others  &  it  is  very  difficult  to  prevent  those 
from  stragliug  who  are  encamped  outside  the  Stockade. 
^  Permit  me  also  to  mention  Sir,  that  in  expectation  of  the  conven- 
tion Troops  being  removed  from  hence  I  yesterday  received  from 
Reading,  from  Col.  Wood's  Peurfy  between  fifty  k  sixty  Prisoners  of 
war  (not'  of  the  convention  Troops  tho'  bro'  with  him  from 
Virginia,)  in  exchange  for  which  I  was  to  have  given  him  sboot  the 
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like  number  of  conventioD  Troops  who  had  stragled  from  thjeir 
quarters  in  Yirgioia  &  been  confined  here  before  his  arrival  and  I 
have  this  minole  Lottera  by  an  officer  mentioning  the  approach  of 
another  Party  from  Fishkill,  lately  taken  &  who  at  the  particalar 
leqnest  of  his  Ezcelleney  Gen>  Washington  are  ordered  to  be  kepi 
elosely  confined  &  I  hardly  know  where  to  place  them  tho'  the  Oaol 
must  he  their  station. 

I  am  Sir 

with  the  highest  respect 

yoor  most  obed*  Serv*, 

WILL.  ATTLEBL 
Direeiedj 

Hii  Ezcelleney  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  President  of  the  State  of 
PenosylTUiia. 


Lt.  Wm.  Henry  to  Pres.  Reed,  1781. 

Philadelphia,  June  18«*,  1781. 
Hay  it  Please  yonr  Excellency, 

Have  taken  the  Liberty  to  mention  some  difficulties  as  I  hear 
that  the  Honourable  Assembly  are  about  making  a  Suplemcnt  to 
tiie  militia  Law.  That  I  have  not  been  able  as  yett  to  Collect  the 
whole  militia  fines  of  Delinquents.  There  is  no  Penalty  for  refusing 
to  CoUeot,  when  a  Duplicate  is  sent  to  a  fitt  Person,  have  therefore 
beeo  obliged  to  employ  Constabtes,  and  others  that  would  undertake 
It  amongst  which  some  have  proved  to  have  Collected  monies  of 
Delinquents  where  for  they  have  given  no  Credit,  and  likewise 
Deficient  at  the  Settlement  of  Their  Duplicates,  which  I  have  been 
obliged  to  get  other  Collectors  to  finish,  when  it  has  been  found 
that  monies  have  been  Collected  where  no  Credit  was  given,  and 
the  former  Collectors  embezelled  several  Hundred  Dollars  and  gone 
off  before  the  fraud  was  found  out. 

And  also  a  Difficulty  which  some  of  the  good  Inhabitants  labour 
under,  which  is  that  there  is  but  one  appeal  allowed  by  the  Present 
militia  Law,  which  falls  very  heavy  upon  some  of  those  Who  are 
Sick  and  helpless  at  the  appointed  time  of  apeal  for  their  Class,  and 
when  called  upon  by  the  Collectors,  poor  and  not  Worth  the  Value 
of  said  fine  if  all  was  seiz'd  and  Sold  agreeable  to  Law,  therefore 
am  under  great  Difficulty  to  know  how  to  act.  It  would  be  a  relief 
to  such  Inhabitants  if  the  Law  Expressed  "  Apeal  or  Apeals.'' 
I  am  your  Exalleocy's 

most  obedient  and 

Very  humble  serv* 

W-  HENRY,  L*. 
DirecteJj 

His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed,  Esq',  General  and  Command'-in- 
Chief  of  the  Militia  of  the  State  Pennsylvania. 


206  PENNSTLYANIA  ABCHIVES  1781. 

Duties  Becbived  in  the  Port  of  Philadelphia,  1781. 

Accoant  of  Duties  received  in  the  Port  of  Philadelphia  from  !■* 
February  to  13^  June,  178 1^  and  Gash  juiid  into  the  Treasury. 

Pcbmarj, £171    2  91 

March,  -            -            -            -           -  466  12  8 

April,           ^ 1598     1  01 

May, 746  14  llj 

May,  on  Bond  not  rec',  £800  16    4} 

June,  Do.              164    4    6 

June,  -            -            -           -            -  888    4  9} 

State,  £965    0  10}  State,  £8860  16    8 

June  received  in  hard  Cash,  ...        £42     1     8 

Paid  into  the  Treasury,          -            -  -  £171    2  9^ 

Ditto,                         -            .  .  466  12  8 

Ditto,                         -            -  .  1593     1  01 

Balance  on  Hand,     ...  -  1129  19  9 

State,  £3860  16    8 

The  Cargo  of  the  Ship  Ann,  James  Josiah,  Master,  from  L'Orieni, 
is  not  included,  as  the  value  thereof  could  not  be  ascertained  for 
want  of  Invoices ;  accountable  Bonds  are  taken  for  the  Duties  when 
the  value  can  be  known  within  the  Time  limitted  by  Law. 

Indorsed, — June  13, 1781. 


Board  of  War  to  Prbb.  Beed,  1781. 

War  Office,  June  13th,  1781. 
Sir, 

The  Commander  in  Chief  having  called  for  the  corps  of  Invalids 
at  this  place  to  compose  part  of  the  garrison  at  West  Point,  the 
Board  are  under  the  necessity  of  applying  to  your  Excellency  ft  the 
Honble  Council  for  one  hundred  Militia  to  guard  the  prisoners  & 
Stores  at  this  place.  As  it  will  be  necessary  that  the  Militia  should 
be  assembled  previous  to  the  departure  of  the  Invalid  corps,  the 
Board  will  be  glad  of  a  speedy  answer  to  this  letter. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  the  highest  respect, 

Y'  Exc'-  most  Obed. 

&  very  h'ble  serv*, 
WILL'M  GRAYSON,  By  order. 
Directed, — His  Excellency  President  Reod. 
War  Office. 
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Gbni..  Washington  to  Prss.  Bsid,  178L 

Head  Qoartersy 

New  Wiudtfor,  June  15th,  1781. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  haye  been  honored  with  your  Favors  of  the  17th  of  Maj  and 
6th  of  this  Month* — the  first  did  not  reach  me  until  the  7th  inst. — 
''  Bj  the  Bales  of  Promotion  which  existed  previoos  to  the  rcsolvo 
of  Congress  of  the  25th  of  May,  Lieat.  Colo.  Carrington,  of  the  1st 
Regiment  of  Artillery,  will  soeceed  to  the  Command  of  the  4th, 
▼iee  Proetori  and  Lieat  Colo.  Forest,  if  he  remains  in  Service,  most 
be  removed  to  the  1st. — Yoar  Excellency  has  therefore  only  to  eall 
upon  Lieut  Colo.  Carringtoni  or  commanding  Officer,  for  an  aocu- 
nte  Betam  dP  the  Officers  of  the  BegimS  and  I  make  no  Doubt  but 
it  will  be  immediately  furnished.'' 

The  Proceedings  of  the  Court  Martial  on  the  Case  of  Lieut.  Big- 
ham  were  transmitted  to  me  from  Philadelphia ;  and  the  Sentence, 
bj  which  he  was  cashiered,  has  been  approved.  The  Court  unani- 
mooaly  recommended  a  Bestoration  of  his  Bank,  but  I  could  not 
think  myself  justifiable  in  doing  it. 

In  Consideration  of  the  Number  of  Militia  which  have  been 
required  from  the  State  for  the  Asabtance  of  Virginia,  I  have 
Ihonght  it  but  equitable  to  withdraw  my  request  for  the  sixteen 
handred  Men  which  were  intended  to  act  with  the  Army.  This  I 
hope  will  enable  Your  Bxcellenoy  with  the  more  Ease  to  procure 
the  Means  of  raising  and  equipping  those  for  the  Southern  Service. 

I  must  confess  to  You  that  I  am  not  a  little  alarmed  at  the  Com- 
plexion of  Your  Excellency's  Letter  of  the  17th  of  May,  as  I  cannot 
fiod  that  You  are  able  to  give  me  the  least  Assurance  of  a  further 
Sopply  of  Flour,  and  there  is  no  other  Quarter  from  whence  it  can 
be  drawn  in  sufficient  Quantities  by  any  Means  within  our  Power. 
While  I  regret  that  internal  Disputes  and  Divisions  have  for  some 
Time  past  deprived  us  of  the  Besources  of  one  of  the  most  powerful 
Sutes  in  the  Union,  I  cannot  but  hope  that  Unanimity  will  take 
Place  at  the  present  Crisis,  which  is  perhaps  the  most  important  of 
any  which  America  has  yet  experienced.  From  your  Excellency's 
Zeal  and  Inclinations  I  have  every  Thing  to  expect,  and  I  shall 
aozioosly  wait  to  hear  how  your  Becommendations  have  been 
xooeived  and  seconded  by  the  Legislature. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  very  great  Bespeot  &  Esteem, 

Your  Excellency's  most  Obed*  &  h"«  Serv*, 
G-  WASHINGTON. 
Direeiedf 

His  Sxeelleney  Preridant  Beed« 

•  Bee  pages  141, 195. 
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Col.  Thomas  Robinson  to  Pres.  R^ed,  1781. 

Northamberland  ConDty^  June  15th,  1781. 
Sir 

I  take  this  oppertuDity  of  adressiDg  your  Excellency  and  Cooncil 
in  order  to  Inform  yon  of  the  Present  state  of  mj  Company  I  have 
used  Every  exertion  in  Recruiting  that  my  Ceroumstanees  would 
admit  of.  I  Have  Engaged  52  men  During  the  war  the  want  of 
necesary  Clothing  and  money  Puts  it  out  of  my  Pour  to  Render  that 
aervioe  to  this  Distressed  part  of  the  Country  I  Could  otherwise  do 
most  of  them  are  naked  they  have  not  a  suffioienoy  to  Cover  them- 
selves. Blankits  they  have  none.  I  Hope  Council  by  this  time 
will  be  able  to  affoiHl  me  sufficient  Clothing  and  what  money  is  due 
them  to  the  first  of  June  this  will  not  only  be  Doing  Proper  Justice 
to  the  Company  but  will  enable  me  to  fill  my  Company  very  soon. 
Lieu^  Orove  has  Raised  17  men  for  seven  months.  M'  Sam^  M« 
Oredey  has  Raised  20  men  for  the  same  time  and  has  been  eztreamly 
aetive  with  them.  I  have  with  the  advice  of  Oen'  Potter  Dominated 
hita  as  a  Lieu'  to  Command  that  Detachment  I  hope  this  will  meet 
with  your  Excellences  approbation.  I  Have  Raisd  14  men  for  7 
months  and  as  we  have  mostly  Been  Devided  in  small  Detachments 
it  was  Impossible  for  M'  Vancamp  &  myself  to  Do  the  neoessarj 
duty.  I  have  therefore  with  the  advioe  of  CoL  Hunter  and  the 
approbation  of  Oen^  Potter  nominated  M'  Sam'l  Qotnn  as  an  Kns" 
he  has  been  Doing  the  Duty  of  an  officer  sinoe  the  firist  of  Hay  this 
I  Hope  will  also  be  acceptable  to  you  if  the  number  of  our  men 
would  admit,  it  would  be  more  agreeable  to  me  to  Confer  the  Rank 
of  L'  on  him.  The  County  being  without  a  Pay  master  I  sapose 
severals  will  be  applying  for  that  office  whose  abilities  will  not  allow 
thera  to  do  that  Doty  if  your  Exellency  should  think  proper  to  confer 
that  office  in  addition  to  the  other  on  the  Bearer  Mr.  Quinn  I  know 
he  can  Execute  it  without  Preventing  him  from  doing  Duty  as  an 
officer  or  at  Least  to  the  appointment  of  Paying  ray  men  and  the 
Present  Temporary  troops  in  the  County  I  think  allowing  him  some 
pay  for  the  Extra  Duty  will  be  Cheaper  to  the  County  than  appointing 
one  merely  for  tlut  Purpose — another  thing  I  Beg  Leave  to  Inform 
your  Excellency  and  Earnestly  beg  your  attention  thereto  is  the 
appointment  of  a  surgeon  there  is  not  one  in  the  County  not  within 
forty  miles  that  I  know.  Some  Incouragement  given  for  that  Pur- 
pose a  Surgeant  might  be  had.  I  know  of  non  that  would  be  willing 
to  Com  here  but  Michael  Jenneys  or  Doctor  Smith  of  Lancaster 
County. 

One  thing  more  I  Beg  your  attention  to  is  the  Establishing  the 
Posts  in  this  County.  I  have  for  some  time  had  in  Contemplation 
to  Rebuild  Fort  Moucy,  this  Gen.  Potter  is  extremly  fond  of  and 
Looks  upon  it  as  the  most  advantages  Post  in  the  County  for  many 
Reasons ;  should  this  meet  with  your  approbatioui  I  Request  your 
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Instmctions  therio  by  the  Bearer  in  this  and  aney  other  thing  nec- 
eaary  for  me  to  know.  , 

Arms  of  one  Boar  if  the  Conld  be  obtaind  and  Millitary  stors  for 
my  Company  under  my  Derection  that  the  Posts  might  be  regulary 
aapleyd  k  hare  some  to  snply  Detach'  Parties,  this  also  would  be  very 
agreeable  to  me. 

I  am  with  Due  Regard  and  Esteem, 

your  Ezoellenoes  most  obedient  Humble  Serv*. 

TflO  ROBINSON,  Capf 
P.  Rangers. 
DirtUetl, 

Hia  Exoelleney  Joseph  Reed,  Esqr..  President  of  Goancil,  &o. 
Philadelphia. 

Per  Mr.  Sam'I  Qaiun. 


Resolution  of  Congkess,  1781. 

The  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled,  June  12th,  1781. 

Resolvedf  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  Slate  of  Pen- 
By  Ivania  to  raise,  accoutre  and  equip  Mojlan's  legionary  corps  to  its 
full  complement  the  men  to  be  raised  for  three  years  unless  sooner 
discharged. 

That  it  also  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  said  State  imme- 
diately to  raise  and  equip  three  troops  of  Militia  Cavalry  properly 
officered  including  those  called  for  by  the  Act  of  the  31*'  May  last, 
to  serve  with  the  southern  army  for  three  months  from  the  time  of 
their  arrival  at  the  said  army,  each  troop  to  consist  of  sixty-four  non 
commissioned  and  privates. 

That  the  said  cavalry  be  marchid  by  detachments  as  they  are 
compleated  to  the  southern  Army  and  the  militia  Cavalry  discharged 
in  proponion  to  the  numbers  enlisted  into  Moylan's  regiment  and 
joining  the  said  army  properly  armed  and  accoutred. 

That  the  said  militia  Cavalry  be  sent  forward  with  every  degree  of 
dispatch  without  waiting  for  the  march  of  the  militia  Infantry 
required  by  Congress  from  that  State. 

That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  state  of  Maryland  to  arm, 
equip,  mount  and  accoutre  two  troops  of  Militia  Horse  including  those 
called  for  by  the  act  of  the  31**  May  last,  consisting  of  sixty-four  non- 
commissioned officers  and  privates  each,  with  the  proper  number  of 
commissioned  officers,  and  send  them  forward  with  all  possible  expedi- 
tion to  the  southern  army  without  waiting  for  the  march  of  the 
Infantry  requested  by  Congress  from  that  state,  to  continue  in  service 
three  months  from  the  time  they  join  the  said  Army. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 
CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec^* 

«  See  Gol.  B«s.,  Vol.  XH.,  p.  768. 
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F&ES.  OF   CONGEBSS  TO  P&ES.   ReED,   1781. 

Philadelphia,  Juno  15|  1781. 

Sir, 

Your  Excellency  will  receive  enclosed,  a  resolve  of  Congress  of 
the  12th  Instant,  earnestly  recommending  to  this  Commonwealth  to 
complete  Colonel  Moyland's  Legionary  Corps  to  its  full  Compliment. 

And  also  immediately  to  raise  three  Troops  of  Militia  Cavalry, 

including  those  called  for  hy  the  Resolve  of  the  31st  Ult*,  to  serve 

in  the  Southern  Army  three  Months,  or  until  relieved  by  the  Arrival 

of  Moyland's  Corps,  and  that  these  Militia  Cavalry  be  sent  forward 

with  all  possible  Dispatch. 

By  the  latest  Intelligence  from  Virginia,  the  Movements  of  the 
Enemy  in  that  State  require  the  immediate  &  vigorous  Exertions 
and  Aid  of  the  other  States  to  support  Virginia  and  check  the  Pro- 
gress &  Ravages  of  the  Enemy. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  Respect, 

Your  Excellency's 

most  obedt.  ft  hbble.  Servant, 

bAM.  HUNTINGTON,  President* 
Direciedf 

His  Excellency,  President  Reed. 


Gbn.  Du  Portail  to  Pres.  Rjqbi),  1781. 

New  Windsor,  Jane  17th,  1781. 

Sir, 

As  we  know  that  the  state  of  Pensilvania  have  determined  to  give 
to  their  troops  their  depreciation  or  other  bounties,  I  send  the  borer 
to  Philad^pbia  to  get  the  money  for  himself  and  his  fellow  soldiers. 
I  take  the  liberty  to  recommend  to  your  excellency  these  men.  those 
of  Massachuset  bay  and  Connecticut  which  I  have  in  the  Corps  have 
received  their  depreciation  some  time  ago,  and  I  do  not  suppose 
there  will  be  any  difiBculty  for  the  men  draughted  from  the  Pensil- 
vania line,  but  there  are  two  others  who  have  only  inlisted  in  that 
state.  The  New  England  states  consider  the  men  inlisted  in  them 
as  belonging  to  them.  I  hope  the  state  of  Pensilvania  will  consider 
them  so  too.    I  shall  be  extremely  obliged  to  your  excellency  if 

*  See  Col.  Ree.,  VoL  XIL,  p.  759. 
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jon  are  m  good  as  to  give  proper  orders  and  direotioDs  to  these  men 
to  be  satisGed,  and  in  so  little  time  as  possible.     I  will  be  eztremelj 
gratefnl  for  all  what  joor  ezo^lienoy  will  do  in  this  afiair. 
I  hate  the  honour  to  be  with  the  greatest  Respect, 
yoor  ezcelleDcy's 

the  most  bumble 

and  obedient  servant, 

DU  PORTAIL,  Br.  General 

Comm''  of  the  Corps  of  engineers, 
sappers  and  miners. 
Dirededf 
His  Excellency,  Governor  Reed. 


Col.  ADjkM  Hublet  to  Pres.  Bbbd,  1781. 

Lancaster,  (Sanday  Morning)  June  17th|  1781.      ^ 
Sir, 

1  last  evening  received  your  favour  of  the  9th  instant.  The 
attention  which  year  Bzoelb  and  the  Hon*  Council  paid  to  my  pro- 
positions— which  however  did  not  for  judicious  &  good  reasons  meet 
with  youf  approbation— demands  my  most  respectful  &  warmest 
acknowledgements. 

I  have,  in  oonsequence  of  your  direction,  ordered  out  the  second 
Class's  of  the  ^^  4%  b^^  &  6^  Battalions,  who  oome  in  course  of 
Dutj  in  their  Numerical  order.  My  apprebentions  expressed  in  my 
last,  with  respect  to  the  Country  militia  1  fear  are  too  justly 
grounded— and  altho'  I  have  ordered  four  Batallions  to  furnish  the 
relief;  from  their  present  situation,  I  mean  the  necessary  attention 
which  they  must  pay  to  their  farms  at  this  season.  I  do  not  expect 
near  the  Compliment  required.  I  could  wish  Council  would  at  least 
during  the  present  season,  furnish  me  with  discretionary  power  to 
order  out  Militia  indisoriminatelely,  where  time  &  Circumstances 
absolutely  require  it.  Council  I  hope  will  not  consider  my  Demand 
extravagant  or  forward,  at  present  I  consider  it  absolutely  necessary, 
and  therefore  wish  Council  would  take  the  matter  into  consideratioui 
and  give  such  Directions  as  they  shall  think  proper. 

About  1200  of  the  convention  troop  pass'd  thro'  here  a  few  days 
«inee,  bound  to  the  Eastward.  A  second  Division  of  about  600 
men,  exclusive  of  all  the  Convention  officer?,  near  300  Waiters  ft 
nearly  that  number  of  Women  &  Children  have  arrived  here  under 
the  Direction  of  a  Major  Bailj,  who  acts  under  Colo.  Woods,  C.  G. 
P.  for  the  Southern  department — they  are  to  remain  at  thb  place 
until  the  arrival  of  Colo.  Wood,  who  Is  expected  in  a  few  days. 
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I  am  call'd  upon  bj  M'  Atlee,  Cd.  P.,  &  Major  Baily  for  • 
goard  lo  Gondact  them  bj  way  of  Eiaton  to  Jearsej.  I  bc^  Com- 
cil  will  send  me  orders  by  the  Expreasy  who  deli?erB  this,  tLat  I 
may  be  enabled  to  procure  the  Guards  as  soon  as  posaibk,  in  order 
to  get  rid  &  ease  the  people  of  the  immense  burthen  &  inconve- 
nieacys  which  they  now  labour  under  by  those  troops  being  con- 
tinued here.  I  must  represent  before  I  conclude  one  material 
matter — should  a  guard  be  ordered  out  I  have  not  a  single  stand  of 
arms  to  put  in  their  hands.  So  that  I  must  beg  Council  will  give 
directions  to  forward  at  least  100  stand  &  accoutrements^  or  other- 
wise we  shall  remain  in  a  most  unhappy  situation. 

M'  Atlee  also  calls  on  me  for  a  Guard  to  take  about  100  seamen 
to  Philad%  Council  will  give  orders  respecting  the  number  of  tha 
difi*  Guards  as  they  shall  think  proper. 

The  York  County  Militia,  who  conducted  the  last  Division  from 
York^  could  by  no  means  be  prevailed  on  to  continue,  they  call'd 
themselves  Volunteers,  and  of  Course  use  their  own  pleasures.  This 
said  County  is  connderably  behind  hand  in  militia  duty — people 
here  seem  considerably  disatisfy'd.  I  do  not  wish  to  say  any  thing 
further  about  the  matter — Council  I  hope  will  inquire  into  it. 

1  am  with  greatest  respect| 

your  Excellency's  most  ob'  h}  serv^i 

AD-  HUBLEY,  J',  U  1/  O.* 
Jadorsed, 

Bead  in  Council,  June  20j  1781. 
Dtrectedf 

On  public  service. 

His  Excellency^  Joseph  Becd,  Esquire,  President  of  Rsnn* 
Philadelphia. 


John  Nicholson  to  Pres,  Reed,  1781. 

Phila.,  June  18,  1781. 
Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  lay  before  Council  a  state  of  Certificates 
which  have  been  granted,  and  sums  paid  on  account  of  the  deprecia- 
tion of  the  pay  of  the  Troops  of  the  Penn'  Line  at  Downinga  Town, 
Yellow-9pnQg8>  Lancaster,  York  Town  &  Oarlble. 

On  my  first  route,  there  were  settlements  made  and  Certificatea 
granted  as  follows  :     •  a*. 

*  See  Col.  Hoc.,  Vol.  XII ,  pp.  764,  708. 
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Al  DowBtontown  &  Tellow- 
Springi,  197  Certificates  to  the 
Omows  k.  privatee  of  the  2nd 
Qermn.  regiments,  amoanting  to  £27,691  15  0^ 

At  LaoGsster,  to  Regiment  of 
CaTalnr,  74  Cer.,  amonnUng  to  8,137  11  6| 

At  York  Town,  to  the  let  &  10th 
Begts.,  3*^4  Certificates,  amoanting 
to  ...  .\  39,111    8   Zi 

And  at  Carlisle,  to  the  4th  &  7th 
vpgiments,  344  Certificates,  amount- 
ing »o  .  .  .  34,762,    6   ^ 

After  m^  retam  from  this  route,  '■■■ 

mnd   prenons  to  my  setting   oat  109,703    1    2| 

again.  Doctor  Jackson   &  mjself 
paid  considerable  sums  on  acct.  of  . 
oepreciation ;  we  likewise  made  a 
xiomber  of  settlements,  ▼!>. : 

P^d  Cash  in  part  of  depn.  ^ 
■Mcoont  6,174  18  1 

Of  which  there  was  paid  in  part 
^f  Certificates  before  granted,  the 
samof  .  4,610   9  9 

Pud  in  part  of  Accounts  then 

settled  1,56418   1 

Issaed  95  Certificates  (Interest) 
-fto  Oflicers  &  soldiers  for  the  balance 
cSoe  to  them  respectively,  on  their 
^Qcts.  of  depn.,  amounting  to  12,905  17  0 

Of  which  there  had  been  CertiG- 
^^mtes  granted  before,  and  now  only 
^"^newed  for  the  residue  .  8,633   6  6 

^^Tinted  on  settlements  then  mado  4,272 10   6 

Settled  Major  Tudor  (a  retiring 
^-I>fficer)  his  acct  ^  Certificate  555    6  10 

Again,  on  my  Second  route,  at 
"^  ^le  post  of  Downingstown,  I  paid 

'^^le  sum  of  .  .  .  4,065  10  0 

■^^W  which  there  was  paid  on  Certifi- 
^^^tes  already  granted,  the  sum  of  3,600  0  0 
_  And  to  James  Moore,  Esqr.,  in 
^^  France,  to  complete  the  payment 
^^  M  the  gratuity  and  bounty  money 
T~^  the  non  Commd.  Officers  &  sol- 
^^  iers  about  to  march  300  0  0 


-3,900   0   0 


Cash  paid  on  new  settlemts. 
^      Likewise  Issued  114  Certificates 
^^ni  interest)  amo'e  to 
^^C  which,  renewed  for  balances  due 
^^^  Certificates  formerly  granted 

^.^  Certificates  Issued  at  Downing 

^^.  on  SettleoMBts  then  made 

Carried  orer  i&116;592  10   Oi 

Vol..  IX.— 10 


7,534 

1C5  10 

410( 

0 

7.203 

1  61 

331  3 

5 
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Brought  OTer  £116,5ft2 

At  Lancaster,  paid  in  part  of 
depreciation  due  to  Colo.  Moylan's 
rogt.  Cavalry  .  .         •  2,149 15 

of  which  there  was  paid  in  part  of 
Certificates  already  granted  .  2,025 15 

Paid  in  part  on  new  settlements  «—      124 

Issued  56  Certificates,  amounting 
to  ...  .  4,1101710} 

In  which  is  contained  certificates 
renewed  for  balances  unpaid  on 
those  formerly  granted  .  3,862    0    6 

Cer.  Issued  at  Lancaster,  on  new  —  ■ 

settlements  .  248 

At  Carlisle,  paid  as  ^  Cash  ac- 
count .  .  .  8,215    3   4 
of  which  there  was  paid  in  part  of 
Certificates  already  granted  for  do- 
prcciation           .           .           .       7,518  3   4 

And  To  John  Agnew,  Esqr., 
ndvanced  to  enable  him  to  pay  off 
the  gratuity  ft  Bounty  monies  273  10   0 

7.79113    4 

Paid  on  settlements  then  made  — —  423 

Issued  190  Certificates  (on  Inter- 
est) for  .  .  .  16,127  15    8} 
whereof  was  Issued  for  balances  on . 
Certificates  formerly  granted  15,180    1    Zi 

Cer.  Issued  at  Carlisle,  in  Con-  __^^_ 

sequence  of  Accts.  then  settled  947 

At  York  Town,  paid  to  OflBcers 
and  privates  of  the  let  and  10th 
llo^ts.  in  part  of  their  depreciation 
Paid  after  the  troops  were  Collected 
at  Y.  Town  from  their  different 
Cantonments,  to  such  as  had  been 
on  Command  or  otherwise  Absent 
at  the  times  of  settlement  with  their 
respective  regiments  .  .    2,574    5    0 

Amot.  paid  9,392  15    0 

Of  the  above,  was  paid  in  part  of 
Certificates  already  granted  .    7,549  15    0 

And  to  Arch'd  McClcan,  Esqr., 
advanced  to  enable  him  to  complete 
the  pay  of  the  gratuity  and  bounty 
monies  to  the  Detachment  .       227  10    0 

7,77      0 

Paid  on  Accts.  then  settled  1,615 

Issued  280  Certificates  (on  In- 
terest) amounting  to  .  .  19, 368    8 11 
of  which  renewed  in  part  of  Certifi- 
cates reo'd  on  a  former  Settlement  15,566  11    1( 

Cer.  Issued  at  York  Town  in  Con- 
•oqueooeof  Ac(jiutmentB  then  mode  3,801 

j&123,753 


6,818  10   0 
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Bronj^bt  OTer.  X  123,753  19    61 

Itsaed  5  Certifioates  to  Soldiers 
who  hod  boen  diHch'd  at  TientoD  385    9  0 

Amoant  of  the  dcpreoiation 
irhicli  was  found  dae  to  tne  officers 
and  privates  of  the  Penna.  Line  on 
Settlements  made  on  my  Ist  &  2ud 


Routes        ....  £124.139    8  Cf 

of  which  debt  there  is  dischnrged,  — «," 

by  payments  made  at  the  several 

posts          ....  29,197    15 

And  there  yet  remains  unpaid  _ 

for  which  Certiticates  are  granted  94,942    7  If 

Certificates  on  which  Interest  is 

expressed.  ....  60,047    4   4} 

bo.  Granted  to  officers  retiring, 
or  soldiers  discharged  since  Decem- 
ber 18th,  1780        •            .            .  34,895    2    9 

Amoant  of  Certificates  outstand'g  94,942    7  1} 

In  making  the  above  settlementSi  the  money  which  had  been 
advanced  by  order  of  Council  &ca.,  on  account  of  Depreciation,  was 
deducted  from  the  respective  accounts  of  the  persons  by  whom  it 
was  received. 

I  am^  with  very  great  respect,  your  Excellency's 
most  Obed'  very  Humble  Servant, 

JN»  NICnOLSON. 
His  Exccll'y  Joseph  Reed^  Esq.,  pres^ 


Brig.  Gen'l  Moultrie  to  Pres.  Reed,  1781. 

8'. 

The  Flag,  in  which  I  have  come  from  Carolina  with  my  Family 
and  a  number  of  Continental  officers  &  Militia  with  their  Families, 
was  stopped  at  the  Fort  at  Billingsport :  and  as  we  were  near  losing 
the  Tide,  and  a  longer  detention  un  boaM  the  Vcasell  would  have 
been  very  inconvenient  to  us,  I  at  length  prevailed  upon  the  Com- 
manding oScer  of  the  Fort  to  permitt  us  to  proceed  as  far  as  South 
Street  and  there  wait  your  determination.  I  therefore  hope  the 
officer's  permission  for^us  to  come  thus  far,  grounded  upon  a  full  rep- 
resentation of  our  Circumstances,  will  be  of  no  detriment  to  him, 
and  that  we  may  be  permitted  to  land  in  Philadelphia  without  delay. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be 

with  great  respect  your  Ezellency 

Most  obedient  and  most  humble  Servant 

WIL'M  MOULTRIE, 
Brig'r  Gen'l. 
The  Gartcll  Brig  Burton,  off  South  Street    July,  19,  1781. 
Directed, — ^ToTThe  i'rcsident  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pensylvania. 
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Lt.  Col.  Mentges  to  Pbbs.  Reed,  1781. 

Beading,  the  19  Jane^  1781. 
Sir, 

I  beg  leave  to  inform  yoar  Ezcellencys  of  a  Yendae  beld  jester- 
day  for  the  sale  of  two  Confiscated  Estates  in  this  Countj 

Likwis  to  acquaint  jour  Excellency  that  the  officers  of  the  fifth  Reg^ 
have  left  their  Certificates  with  me  to  make  some  of  the  Purchasea 
of  Andrew  Allen  Estate,  but  unhappj  for  mj  Brethem  Officers,  the 
said  land  was  raised  at  such  Eztravagent  prise  bj  a  Low  Glass  of 
people  who  have  purchased  the  Certificates  from  the  Soldiers  at  snch 
rate  that  tbej  could  give  One  hundred  Pound  for  an  akre  where  I 
could  not  Twith  justice  to  the  officers)  give  twelff  Pounds,  I  there- 
fore made  oat  a  small  purchase  of  that  Estate,  jour  Ezeell'j  will 
please  to  consider  that  my  intention  was  to  purchase  that  tract  of 
Land  for  the  real  Value  as  I  was  informed  by  judges  of  Land,  and 
not  to  make  any  speculation  thereof,  but  so  realise  the  Certificates 
of  the  officers — ^I  beg  your  Excellency  to  Consider  whether  those  peo- 
ple who  have  the  Certificates  at  such  a  Jjow  ra£e  from  the  soldiers 
may  make  pajments  as  I  am  confident  that  Numbers  of  the  Certifi- 
cates are  not  signed  bj  the  Commanding  officer — and  therefore  I 
think  they  are  not  to  be  taken  in  payment. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  the  greatest  Esteem 

your  Excellency  most  Obed't 

Humble  Servant 

P.  MENTGES. 
Directed^ 

To  His  Excellency  Jos.  Reed,  Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief 
of  the  force  of  the  State  of  Pennsylv,  Philadelphia. 


John  Nicholson  to  Pres.  Reed,  1781. 

Philad%  June  20thy  1781. 
Sir, 

I  beg  leave  to  State  to  Council  the  business  which  has  been 
transacted  at  this  place  since  we  opened  our  office. 
.  M^  Stevenson  has  paid  to  sundry  officers  and  Soldiers  (in  aotaal 
Service,)  the  quota  of  their  depreciation  now  payable,  out  of 
monies  that  remained  in  his  hands  after  the  payments  made  in  the 
Country  £1,467  16  0 

A  part  of  which   was   paid   on 

Certificates  already  granted                  390  11  0 
The  rem'  paid  on  accounts  not 

before  aeUled  *  1,077    6    0 
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Brought  o?er,  1^077    5    0 

I  hftTO  Isken  on  mjself  the  risque 

io  pajing  out  the  monies  rec% 

bj  order  of  Counoil,  siuce  we 

retamed ;  and  find  ij  my  cash 

mcooanty  that  I   have  paid  to 

oflicers  ft  Soldiers  as  aoove  5,674  15    0 

Of  whieh  there  was  paid  on  old 

Oerlifieatesretnrn«  893  10    0 

Beu^  paid  on  aec"  then  Settled      5,281    5     0 

There  has  been  207  Certificates 

(on  Interest,)  Issued  for  the 

Dakoees   on  the    abore  paj- 

tnents  amo'*  to  20,493  18  10} 

Of  which  was  renewed  for  bal- 

•iiees  on  reoeiviug  Certificates 

formerly  granted  and  paying 

i*  thereof  2,395  18    8} 

Bal.  Issued  on  new  settlements       ' 18,098    5    7 

Issued  190  Certificates  (not  ez- 

prsBsing  Interest,)  to  Officers 

retiring  k  soldiers  discharged 

since  18>^  Dee',  1780,  (at  which 

time  the  act  was  passed,)  amo«  to  27,084  18  11 
Debt    incurred    by    settlements 

made  as  abore  £51,541  14    6 

Of  which  is  discharged  by  part 

payment  6,858  10  00 

Oertifieates  outstanding  for  je45,188    4    6 

We  can  form  but  a  very  imperfect  account  of  what  the  amount 
of  accounts  yet  unsettled  may  be.  Besides  the  S^  rg<  at  Fort  Pitt 
there  are  about  100  men  of  this  Stote  in  Col*  Haien's  Regiment  to 
be  settled  with,  about  40  draughted  into  the  Oen**  Life  guard  k 
Corps  of  sappers  k  miners,  two  officers  prisoners  in  New  York, 
number  of  the  Inv'*  transfered  out  of  the  Penn*  Regiments  who  are 
10  Hospitals,  part  of  the  state  navy,  and  a  great  number  of  soldiers 
discharged  at  Trenton. 

I  am  with  great  respect 

your  Exoellency's  most  obedient 

very  Humble  Servant, 

JN«.  NICHOLSON. 
Directed^ 

(publie  service.) 

Bis  Bxoell',  Joseph  Reed,  E:9quire,  presid<  Sup.  Ex.  Council. 
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!I?RBS.  Bbbd  to  Col.  Adam  Hubley,  1781. 

Sir, 

We  have  been  obliged  to  detain  yoar  meBsenger  one  Day  longer 
than  we  expected  owing  to  the  multiplioitj  of  Bosineas.  I  now 
aet  down  to  give  jou  the  sentiments  of  Council  on  your  Letter  of 
the  17th,  lost'*'.  We  have  fully  considered  the  Reasons  offered  for 
deviating  from  the  numerical  order  of  the  Militia  in  the  Performanoo 
of  Duty,  &  have  full  Confidence  in  yonr  Pmdenoe  &  Diaoretion  to 
exercise  the  Power  requested,  But  we  have  ever  found  that  a  Depar- 
ture from  the  Law  has  produced  great  Inconvenienoiea  &  Disaatia- 
faction,  Tho'  it  may  be  disagreeable  to  the  militia  of  the  Coanty  to 
leave  their  Harvest,  &  it  may  meet  with  seeming  Approbation  at 
present,  should  the  next  Call  be  for  actual  Service  with  the  army  or 
on  the  Fronteers  we  think  the  Difference  of  Servioe  will  become  a 
Cause  of  Complaint,  &  perhaps  occasion  a  Refusal,  so  that  upon  the 
whole  it  will  be  best  to  proceed  in  the  usual  Course  of  Law.  We 
have  upon  this  Occasion  also  considered  the  act  of  Asgy.  and  par- 
ticularly the  30  Sect.  &  are  of  Opinion  that  it  would  be  a  Strain 
upon  it  to  extend  the  Powers  of  Council  on  this  Occasion  so  far. 

Council  approve  your  Call  of  the  2d  Class  of  the  8,  4,  6,  &  6 
Battalions  &  would  rather  in  Case  of  a  Deficiency  inoreaaa  the  Num- 
ber of  Classes  than  go  out  of  the  numerical  Order,  The  InoonTeniences 
of  which  we  have  often  felt — With  Respect  to  a  Guard  for  the  Con- 
vention Troops,  we  have  sent  you  a  Resolution  by  which  yon  are 
impowered  in  this  Exigency  to  draw  forth  120  Men  for  a  Quard, 
Such  Guard  to  ooutinue  over  the  Prisoners  till  relieved,  &  then  to 
finish  the  Tour  at  Lancaster,  a  Proportion  of  the  Guard  may  answer 
Mr.  Atlee's  Demand  to  escort  the  seamen.  With  Respect  toarma,  we 
have  them  not  to  send  to  you.  It  was  supposed  the  Militia  Fines 
would  have  been  a  Fund  to  procure  them  but  by  some  Means  or 
other  they  have  hitherto  proved  unproductive. 

Your  observations  with  Respect  to  the  York  militia  iare  yery  just 
ft  we  shall  pay  a  proper  Regard  to  them.  .  If  the  Convention  Priso- 
ners had  not  come  upon  us  by  surprize  we  should  have  ordered 
York  to  furnish  the  Guard,  &  shall  not  be  unmindful  of  them  in 
future. 

We  doubt  not  in  this  Choice  of  Difficulties  you  will  do  for  the 
best.  The  Assembly  have  not  yet  furnished  ns  with  the  Means  of 
giving  the  Assistance  necessary,  when  they  do,  We  shall  chearfully 
apply  it.  Inclosed  you  have  the  Resolves  of  the  House  with  Re- 
apect  to  mihtia  Fines. 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  obed.  Hbble.  Serv. 
Iiu?orgcff, 

June  20  1781. 

*  See  pag«,  211. 
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Prbs.  Besd  to  Assembly,  1781. 

Sir, 

Bj  an  Intimation  receiTed  yesterday  from  tbo  Hon.  House  T  find 
they  propose  to  finish  their  Session  tomorrow.  A  Determination 
whioh  I  confess  gives  me  great  Concern,  &  has  induced  me  toaddre:ui 
them  as  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Militia  of  this  State.  While 
there  was  a  hope  of  recmitiog  the  Pennsylvania  Line  &  turning  tbo 
Strength  of  the  State  into  an  immediate  &  regular  Channel  of  effeo- 
tive  r^pline,  the  advantages  were  too  obvious  to  admit  the  Inter- 
ference of  any  other  Consideration ;  but  as  past  Experience  now 
enables  na  to  judge  of  the  probable  Issue  of  every  Plan  of  this  kind, 
it  cannot  be  deem'd  presumptuous  or  assuming  to  8uppK)se  that  tho 
Repettion  of  the  same  Mode  by  Classes,  in  which  a  Sum  of  Money 
will  be  substituted  for  personal  Service  will  be  attended  with  a 
Repetition  of  the  same  Disappointments,  &  that  it  will  prove  a  Tax 
npon  the  Community  generally,  rather  than  a  Supply  for  the  Army. 
The  Powers  proposed  to  be  given  to  the  Council  I  conceive  imprao- 
tieable  in  Execution,  &  therefore  must  fail  of  their  intended  opera- 
tion. Under  these  prospects,  our  Sister  States,  bound  together  with 
08  in  one  common  Bond  of  Interest,  Honour  &  Affection,  their 
OoDtincntal  Troops  torn  from  them  by  the  Chance  of  War,  in  the 
Common  Cause,  are  not  only  invaded,  but  suffering  every  species  of 
Distress  &  Insult.  The  Supreme  Council  of  America  has  called  upon 
ns  to  render  them  effective  Assistance ;  Gen.  Washington  has  join'd 
in  this  Call,  &  on  this  Consideration  dispensed  with  a  Demand  of 
Militia  from  this  State,  to  strengthen  the  Army  under  his  immediate 
Command.  Political  Considerations  of  the  most  important  Nature,  our 
own  present  Safety  &  future  Tranquillity,  all  combine  to  give  Weight 
to  these  Recommendations.  If  we  cannot  give  them  the  desired  Aid 
in  the  Mode  we  wbh,  ought  we  not  to  do  it  in  the  Mode  we  can,  & 
snpply  the  Deficiencies  of  the  Continental  Troops  by  Militia?  & 
should  we  not  in  like  Circumstances  expect  this  Attention  from  our 
Sister  States  7  I  conceive  we  should,  &  I  flatter  myself  that  with 
proper  Encouragement  from  the  Legislature,  Pennsylvania  would 
cive  them  Proof  of  her  Determined  Zeal  in  support  of  the  Common 
Interests  of  America,  &  of  her  Affection  to  her  suffering  Friends  & 
Neighbours.  Honoured  with  some  Share  of  publick  Confidence,  & 
vested,  for  the  time  being  with  tho  Supreme  Command,  I  shall  mo.st 
chearfnlly,  with  the  Concert  of  the  Councils,  devote  my  Time  & 
Abilities  to  this  Important  Duty,  &  at  every  Risque  of  Health  & 
Life,  lead  those  brave  Men  who  may  be  disposed  to  follow  me  in  snth 
a  Cause  &  on  such  an  Occasion.  But  to  render  effective  Assistance, 
to  avail  ourselves  of  the  Disposition  &  Virtue  of  this  Class  of  Men, 
to  whose  Services  America  is  now  much  obliged,  it  is  proper  that 
they  should  bo  provided  with  the  Necessaries  of  War  while  in  the 
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Keld,  j^heir  Families  taken  Care  of  at  Home.  That  they  should 
not  now  find,  as  they  have  ever  done,  that  the  disaflEeotod,  the  timid 
&  discontented,  have  borne  a  light  &  tricing  Burthen,  while  they 
have  supported  a  heavy  one ;  often  to  the  great  Distress  of  their 
Families,  &  allways  to  their  impoverishment.  To  obviate  these  it  is 
neoessary  that  where  personal  service  is  not  given,  it  shonld,  Agree- 
able to  the  Oonstitution,  be  a  just  &  real  Equivalent ;  Part  of  wnioh 
should  be  by  way  of  advance  to  such  as  do  take  the  Fieldy  that  the 
Mode  of  Collection  should  be  facilitated;  that  e&otive  Powers 
should  be  given  to  procnre  the  necessary  Transportation.  The 
diffusing  the  Powers  of  enforcing  the  Duties  of  the  Militia  Law 
into  a  Number  of  Hands,  &  more  especially  transferring  them  to 
Justices  of  Peace  who  are  appointed  to  Office  for  Talents  k  Qualifir 
cadons  totally  different  from  those  of  a  military  Blind,  will,  I  feary 
distract,  enfeeble,  &  in  the  End,  destroy  the  whole  System.  I  am 
persuaded  it  will  appear  upon  due  inquiry  that  the  petitions  to  this 
pnrpose  will  be  found  to  originate  with  those  who  rather  saSer 
the  Penalties  than  perform  the  Duties  of  the  Militia  Law,  &  who 
hope  there  will  allways  be  in  Case  of  Danger,  a  sufficient  Spirit 
k  Exertion  in  the  State  to  defend  it,  while  they  screen  themselves 
ftH)m  the  Burthen  &  Ezpence.  I  observe  by  the  Votes  a  Supple- 
ment to  the  Militia  Law  to  have  had  one  Beading^  had  it  been  pub- 
lished, for  Consideration,  I  proposed  to  have  offered  some  Sentiments 
upon  it,  but  I  presume  it  is  now  laid  aside.  This  Omission  in  our 
present  Circumstances,  will,  I  fear,  be  injurious  to  the  Honour  ft 
Interests  of  the  State,  as  I  think  from  present  Appearances  we  must 
expect  that  a  Portion  of  Militia  of  this  State,  in  common  with  its 
Neighbours,  will  not  be  dispensed  with  this  Summer.  And  if  so, 
the  present  Encouragement  is  too  defective  to  promise  that  full  & 
chearful  compliance  which  will  promote  &  answer  the  Service,  & 
which  has  hitherto  been  given.  All  the  Powers  &  Honours  which 
attend  this  Command  will,  in  the  proper  Course  of  Thinffs,  soon 
devolve  upon  another,  I  cannot,  therefore,  have  any  other  view  in 
this  Address  than  an  anxious  Desire  to  preserve  the  Honour  & 
Support  the  Interests  of  the  State  in  maintaining  a  well  regulated 
Militia,  which  the  Articles  of  Confederation,  &  the  Voice  of  Wisdom 
ft  sound  Judges  declare  not  only  to  be  highly  proper,  but  indispen- 
ably  necessary,  &  that  I  may  do  my  Duty  in  making  an  honest  ft 
faithful  Bepresentation  of  our  real  Condition. 

And  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

Sir,  Your  Obed.  ft  Very  H'bble  Servt. 

Lidoned,  June  21,  '81. 


PSNNartiYANIA  ARCHIVES  1781>  821 


FftBS.  Bbb  to  Assembly,  1781. 


In  the  present  Situation  of  oar  pablick  Officers  I  cannot  but 
think  it  a  Dutj  to  address  a  few  observations  to  the  Hon  'House  on 
the  present  State  of  the  Militia.  If  the  Metsures  for  recruiting  the 
Line  ahookl  be  effeetualy  &  Congress  should  be  so  well  satisfied  as 
to  withdraw  the  Demand  for  the  Militia,  agreeable  to  the  Proposi- 
tion of  one  of  the  Delegates  at  the  late  Coufereuce,  our  Embarrasi- 
nenti  will  oease  on  the  Subject.  But  as  it  may  happen  that 
CoDgreis  or  General  Washington  may  not  dispense  with  the  Call, 
or  that  the  Men  may  not  be  procured  agreeable  to  the  Requisition 
of  Iaw,  &  the  Militia  may  still  be  required  by  the  Honae»  I  would 
oonsider  the  Probability  of  procuring  the  Serriee  under  the  present 
Enoooragement  afforded  by  the  Militia  Laws.  Our  Sister  States 
bovnd  together  with  ns  in  one  common  Bond  of  Tnterest^  Honour  & 
AflecUoo — their  Continental  Troops  torn  from  them  by  the  Chance 
•f  War  in  the  common  Cause,  are  now  suffering  Species  of  Distress 
— they  have  a  just  &  reasonable  Claim  to  our  Assistance,  either  by 
a  certain  &  effective  Recruit  for  the  standing  Army,  or,  that  failing, 
to  sooh  Aid  as  we  can  give  them,  &  which  in  like  Circumstances  wo 
should  expect.   Honoured,  &c. 

Ja<&>rsecf^— June  23, 1781. 


Prvs.    Rbed   to  Capt.    Sakl.    Morris,  of  ths   Liqht 
Horse,  1781. 

Sir, 

By  a  Resolve  of  Congress  of  the  12th  Inst.,  the  Militia  Cavalry 
iffe  required  to  be  sent  forward  with  every  Degreo  of  Dispatch,  with- 
out waiting  for  the  March  of  the  Militia  Infantry  required  by  Con- 
gress from  this  State.  You  will  therefore  be  pleaseid  to  report  to 
vie  the  State  of  the  Troop  of  this  City  as  soon  as  possible,  agreeable 
to  my  former  Desire  the  Country  Troops  have  already  reported. 
I  am,  Sir, 

your  Obed.  Hbble  Scrv. 
IHreeted, 

Capt  S.  Morris. 


10* 
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Aooovirr  of  Jambs  SiKVissoisr,  1781. 


Dr. 


The  State  of  Pcnnsjlmua 


, 

^1 

Total  amount 

Cash  paid  in 

II 

of 

Part  of 

Certificates 

Certificates. 

3  t 

issued. 

1781. 

!5y 

Apl28 

To  Gash  paid  officers  in  Phila- 
delphia on  Account  of  Depre- 
dation of  Pay  due  them  on 

CerUficatos.    . 

6 

4,567    6    0 

1,522  12    0 

25 

To  Cash  paid  sundry  Officers  & 
PriTates  at  Newton  on  Certifi- 
oates  issued  by  the  Auditors 

there,  amounting  to 

166 

80,469  12  10 

6,788    6    6 

Hay  8 

To  Gash  paid  sundry  Officers  & 
PriTates  at  Easton,  after  de- 
ducting the  Sums  adTanced  at 
Trenton  by  the  State  Auditors 
on    Certificates  issued  there, 

amounting  to 

155 

20,492  15    9 

4,457  11     8 

14 

To  Cash    paid  sundry  Officers 

the  Auditors  there  on  Certifi- 
cates   issued,    amounting    to 
(haying    first    deducted    the 
Sums  adyanced  at  Trenton,) 

260 

30,546    4    9 

9,702  12    8 

}^ 

To  Cash  paid  sundry  Officers  & 
PriTates  at,  Lebanon  by  the 
Auditors  there  on  Certificates 

issued,  amounting  to 

820 

42,577  14    5 

9,794  15    6 

14 

To  Cash  paid  on  Certificates  at 
the    Office    in    Philadelphia, 
-which    are   in   my  Custody, 

amounting  to,                  • 

10 

1,171  18 

890  11     0 

29 

To  Cash  paid  $  Receipts  in  m  j 
Custody,  on  Accounts  settled 
at  the  Office  in  Philadelphia, 

1,077    6    0 

29 

To  a  Balance  remaining  in  the 
Hands  of  John  Thome,  Esq., 
at  Lebanon,  for  which  he  is 
accountable,   .      s. 

205    4    6 

917.129,825  0    9 

83,988  17  K) 

To  Balance, 

501    2    2 

1 

£84,500    0    0 
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1  Aeeoont  wkh  Jamet  SteveBaon. 


Cr. 


1781. 

April  22 

6 

6 

Majl 

1 

ByCMh  reoeWed  of  David  Bittenhouse,  Esqr., 

atPhilada. 

Bj  Cash  reeeiTed  If)  Lieut  Funerton  at  Eaaton, 
By  ditto    ditto    %»  ^«Q^  ITigtoo  at  Eaaton, 
By  Cash  neeived  l^  flenry  Haller,  Esqr.,  of 
Beading,  for  the  payment  of  the  fifth  &  ninth 

Reg'ts  stationed  there 

By  Cosh  reeelyed  by  John  Thome  fr  Bohert 
Clarke,  Esqs.,  of  Lebanon,  fbr  the  Payment 

£10,000 
l,fiOO 
8,000 

10,000 

10,000 

£84,600 

Enon  excepted, 


Pkilada.,  Jane  21, 17S1. 


f  JAS.  STEVENSON. 
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Col.  Adam  Hublby  to  Pres.  Reed,  1781. 

Lancaster;  Jane  23^  1781. 

Sir,  ^  •     • 

The  serious  purport  of  this  letter  (whioh  I  most  »t  this  time^ 
tho'  joa  are  so  deeply  engag'd  in  other  public  business,  press  upon 
jour  Excellenej  &  the  Hon'ble  Council)  will  I  promise  mjself  re- 
quire no  appology— -any  thing  of  this  nature  will  be  unnecessary.  I 
shall  therefore  immediately  proceed,  and  lay  before  you  (in  addition 
to  the  representations  heretofore  made  in  my  letters  of  the  6th  ft 
17th  instant)  our  situation  with  respect  to  the  guards  here. 

This  compleats  the  sixth  day  since  they  have  drawn  (excepting 
some  flour)  any  Provissions.  The  whole  of  them  have  call'd  this 
morning  to  inform  me  that  they  cannot  think  of  continuing  any 
longer  on  Duty  in  their  present  situation,  that  they  could  not  help 
concluding  from  their  treatment  we  either  mean  to  starve  or  force 
them  to  some  other  extremity.  I  have  usM  every  exertion  &  influ- 
ence on  my  part  hitherto  to  satisfy  them,  with  promises,  which  I  find 
I  cannot  perform  The  Commissary  (excepting  flour)  has  no  Provi- 
sions, nor  has  he  means,  (as  he  informs  me,)  to  procure  any.  The 
cause  of  complaint  is  ripening  every  day  more  &  more,  &  unless  some 
steps  are  taken  to  remove  them,  the  consequences  which  must  follow 
must  appear  Obvious  to  your  Excellency  &  the  Hon.  Council. 

Our  situation  in  other  respects  is  no  less  alarming — my  apprchen- 
tions  with  respect  to  the  Country  Militia  is  now  verify'd,  this  day 
two  of  tho  four  Classes  ordered  out  to  relieve  the  guards  here  came 
to  Town,  both  of  which  scarcely  amount  to  twenty  men — from  ac- 
counts of  the  other  two  Classes,  I  have  no  reason  to  expect  more 
than  about  the  same  number, — so  that  it  will  take  at  this  rate  not 
less,  in  order  to  furnish  the  relieve  &  Guards  to  conduct  prisoners 
to  Easton,  (in  all  250  men,)  the  second  Class  of  the  remaining  three 
Batallions,  and  the  third  Class  of  at  least  the  five  following  Battal- 
lions,  beginning  with  the  first,  and  proceeding  in  their  numerical 
order. 

You  have  fully  satisfy'd  me  in  yours  of  the  20th  instant,*  that  a 
strict  attention  to  the  letter  of  the  Law  is  absolutely  necessary,  and 
that  to  deviate  from  the  mode  adopted  to  order  out  Classes  would 
create  disputes.  I  am  sensible  nothing  but  the  greatest  necessity 
would  justify  a  violation  thereof. 

Necessity  however,  has  brought  me  to  deviate  therefrom  in  one 
instance,  which  I  beg  leave  to  lay  before  your  Excellency  and  the 
Hon'ble  Council,  and  I  cannot  but  be  persuaded  my  conduct  will 
appear  to  you  justifiable,  and  meet  with  your  approbation. 

It  is  briefly  this — In  the  first  place  I  have  already  observ'd  the 

prospects  of  the  4  Batallions  who  are4o  relief  the  present  Guards— 

you  will  observe  in  room  of  130  men  I  shall  scarcely  receive  one 

third  of  that  number.     Monday  next  compleats  the  tour  of  the  Old 

♦  See  page  218.  '    *       • 
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Oaard,  who  etnnot  be  prevailed  on  to  remain  a  moment  longer  than 
their  tonr.  We  have  upwards  of  1700  Prisoners,  ezclusive  of  near 
150  Officers.  The  Inhabitants  of  this  Town  have  no  Arms,  thej 
are  kept  in  a  oontinual  ferment  &  apprehentions — So  that  in  short 
we  are  redno'd  to  this  one  alternative,  only  either  to  be  left  to  the 
merej  of  those  Prisoners  and  their  Emissaries,  or  procure  an  imme- 
diate Ooard.  The  latter  I  have  adopted,  and  for  the  reasons  already 
S'ven  I  have  ordered  the  3^  Class  of  the  eighth  Batallion  (Town 
ilitia)  for  Duty.  Your  Excellency  &  the  Hon'ble  Council  will,  I 
hope,  liter  considering  our  situation  approve  my  proceedings  &  fu^ 
nish  me  with  the  necessary  resolves. 

Before  I  conclude,  I  must  observe  to  your  Excellency  &  Council 
that  the  7th,  9th  &  10th  Batallions  who  are  to  compleat  the  second 
Class  of  LanC  County  Militia  and  from  whom  I  sm  to  expect  the 
Guards  for  conducting  the  Prisoners  which  lately  arrived  here,  to 
Eiston,  as  unfortunately  those  Batallions  who  are  nearest  the  Fron- 
tiers— viz',  Paxton,  Hanover  &  Donegall,  very  few  from  those  parts 
(excepting  it  is  from  Donegall)  will  at  this  season,  and  the  appre- 
hentions of  the  Savages  on  the  Frontiers,  be  prevailed  on  to  march 
this  way. 

Colo.  Wood,  who  has  the  snperintendency  of  the  Convention 
troop!(,  informs  me  he  will  not  be  ready  to  move  from  this  for  some 
considerable  time.  He  has  this  day,  in  consequence  of  powers  from 
Congress  invested  in  him,  sent  out  to  sieze  Cattle  for  tho  use  of 
those  Troops.  The  militia  doing  duty  here  must  for  the  future  re- 
ceive the  supplies  in  the  same  way  untill  other  steps  can  be  adopted. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  every  respect, 

your  Excellency's  most  Ob'  hum^  Serv', 

AD-  HUBLEY,  J',  L«  1/  C^ 

We  have  this  moment  discovered  an  attempt  by  tho  Prisoners  to 
andermine  tho  stockade  in  order  to  eflfect  their  escapes,  however  the 
timely  discovery  has  prevented  its  being  put  into  execution. 
Directed, — (On  public  service.) 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  Presid'  of  Pennsy% 
Philadelphia. 

Yalentinb  Eckert  to  Prbs.  Reed,  1781. 

Reading,  24th  June,  1781. 
Sir 

On  the  16th  ins«  arrived  at  this  Place  under  Guard  of  the  York 
County  Militia,  about  1050  of  the  Convention  Prisoners  of  War, 
(63  of  whom  are  Britons,  the  remainder  Germans,)  and  encamped 
on  the  Banks  of  Schuylkill,  near  this  Town.  A  few  Days  before 
their  arrival  Captain  Alexander  called  on  me  and  informed  me  that 
they  were  to  proceed  to  Connecticut,  and  requested  me  to  provide  a 
Onard  to  escort  them  to  Eastown.  But  on  their  arrival  here.  Orders 
arrived  firom  the  Board  of  War  that  they  should  remain  in  Pennsyl- 
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Ttnia,  and  tbose  now  here  were  ordered  by  Colo.  Wood  to  remain 
bere  until  farther  Orders.  Whereupon  I  judged  it  proper  and 
necessary  to  place  Guards  round  their  Endampment,  and  nave  for 
that  Purpose  called  out  two  Classes  out  of  the  Companies  of  the  Sixth 
Berks  County  Regiment  of  Militia.  Major  Bayley  is  now  come  to 
this  Town  by  Older  of  Col.  Wood,  to  take  upon  him  the  Diree- 
tion  of  those  PrisonerSi  and  has  requested  me  to  oontinue  the 
Guards.  I  therefore  request  your  Excellency's  and  the  Honorable 
Councils  advice  and  Direction  in  this  matter,  which  sball  be  pune- 
tually  and  implicitly  obeyed.  The  Prisoners  since  their  arrival  bote 
have  behaved  themselves  very  orderly  and  Peaceably. 

Several  more  have  joined  them  since  the  16th  instant^  so  that 
their  number  now  amounts  to  near  Eleven  hundred. 

I  am  with  great  Respect^  Sir,  your  most  obedient  and 

most  humble  Servant, 

VALENTINE  ECKERT,  L*  B. 
lyirtcted^ — ^Public. 

Hb  Excellency^  Joseph  Reed,  Esq',  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


CXBCULAR  OF  PrBS.  ReED  TO  COUNTT  LIEUTENANTS,  1781 

Sir, 

The  change  whicb  has  necessarily  taken  Place  in  the  Militia  by 
substituting  the  paym'  of  Gold  &  Silver  in  Lieu  of  Paper  for  Fines 
will  require  your  particular  Attention.  We  would  have  you  in  the 
first  Place  set  about  the  Collection  of  the  old  Fines  agreeable  to  the 
late  Resolution  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  vis.  one  State  Dollar  for 
75  of  the  old  Continental  Dollars  in  which  the  Fines  have  been 
assessed.  And  in  future  we  would  recommend  to  yon  in  Case  the 
Militia  are  called  out  to  set  about  the  Collection  with  all  possible 
Expedition  having  had  full  Experience  of  the  Injuries  &  Injustice 
aribing  from  Delay. 

I  am  with  dne  Regard,  Sir, 

Your  Obed.  Hbble  Ser. 

J.  R. 
Directed^  -* 

To  Lieut"  of  the  County  of . 


pRES.  Reed  to  John  L.  Clarkson,  Sbc'y  op  Treasury 
Board,  1781. 

Sir, 

In  answer  to  your  Favour  of  this  Day  respecting  Major  Wirta  I 
beg  leave  to  observe  that  notwithstanding  he  deriv^  his  appointm* 
from  the  Council  of  safety  he  was  never  considered  as  a  state  OflSoer 
Lis  Services  being  wholly  of  the  Continental  kind  such  as  regulating 
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the  Troops  in  tbeir  Qaarten,  Ac,  &  rccemng  orders  from  the  Botrd 
of  War  as  his  sapcriors.  It  is  very  probable  that  this  appoiDtm*  has 
excused  him  from  Militia  Duty  &  other  Barthcos  &  that  as  the 
mppointm*  has  been  ezoeedingly  easy,  so  the  amount  of  the  Demand 
may  perhaps  be  too  great.  I  would  also  observe  that  it  has  not  been 
vnnsnal  for  the  State  to  make  an  appointm*  the  Pay  of  which  has 
been  satisfied  by  the  Continent  where  the  service  was  rendered  to  the 
Continent  as  in  the  Case  of  Waggon  Masters,  &c.  &o.  So  that  the 
Coanoil  are  clearly  of  Opinion  his  Demand  should  be  npon  the 
Continent  not  on  the  State  to  whom  he  never  applied  for  Pay  or 
Bations  at  any  Time  before  that  we  can  discover. 

I  am  Sir. 

June  25<^j  1781.    To  John  L.  Clarkson,  Sec^  Treasury  Board. 


Pass.  BsED  TO  OoL.  Robert  Levers,  1781. 

Sir, 

We  lately  forwarded  yon  a  Commission  as  Lieut,  of  the  County  of 
Northampton  in  the  Execution  of  which  we  shall  much  depend  upon 
jonr  Activity,  firmness  &  Zeal.  We  must  recommend  it  to  you  to 
pay  a  strict  adherence  to  the  Militia  Law  on  all  Occasions  having 
ever  found  deviations  to  be  attended  with  much  Embara8sm^  As 
the  serving  Militia  are  to  be  paid  out  cf  the  Fines  of  the  Delinquents 
yon  cannot  be  too  particular  &  expeditious  in  collecting  them  as  you 
will  find  the  Delay  only  breeds  Discontent  as  well  with  those  who 
are  to  receive  as  to  pay.  The  General  has  ordered  the  Convention 
Prisoners  into  your  County,  a  Measure  which  we  fear  will  be  very 
distressing  &  trhich  we  did  all  in  our  Power  to  prevent.  But  as  it 
is,  yon  and  the  other  Gentlemen  must  exert  yourself  to  give  all 
necessary  Assistance.  It  is  impossible  for  us  as  we  are  at  present 
informed  to  know  what  number  of  Militia  to  order  out  for  Guards 
you  will  therefore  consult  with  Col.  Wood,  Col.  Taylor  or  other 
commanding  officer  of  the  present  Guard  &  call  out  so  many  classes 
as  will  be  necessary  &  when  you  have  informed  us  we  will  confirm 
what  you  have  done.  We  would  have  you  to  settle  frequently  with 
the  Sub-Lieutenants  &  keep  all  your  Accounts  as  regular  as  possible 
paying  from  time  to  time  the  Monies  arising  to  the  Treasurer  of  the 
County. 

Should  any  thing  occur  which  may  appear  difficult  you  will  always 
apply  to  us  as  we  shall  be  ready  to  give  you  all  possible  Advice  & 
Assistance. 

I  am  Sir,  Tour  Ofced  Ser. 
DiMCtedf — ^Roberi  Levers,  Esq'',  laexxt  of  Northampton  County. 
Jmdened, — Jnna  25th,  1781.  To  Colonel  Robert  Levers,  I|^cntenant 

of  Lannaatar  Oonnty. 
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Wm.  Scott  to  James  TnoMPSON,  1781. 

Tork;  Jane  25thy  1781. 
Sir, 

I  reo'd  yonr  faToar  of  the  16th  instant — am  mnch  obliged  for  Ae 
News  Paper  sent  me,  and  begs  leave  to  inform  you  that  some  of  the 
VolanteerSi  whom  I  have  enquired  at  concemiDg  the  arms,  saysi 
that  when  thej  came  to  Philada.|  they  were  march'd  down  Town 
near  to  the  lower  end  of  Water  street,  and  delivered  np  their  arms 
in  a  hoase  where  there  was  Publio  Cloathing,  and  there  were  fur- 
nished with  other  arms,  and  docs  not  remember  of  their  Captain 
being  Present,  and  my  reason  for  sending  for  them  was  in  conse- 
quence of  his  Excellencey  General  Reed,  Promise  (when  at  Tork|) 
to  have  them  sent  to  us  if  call'd  for,  and  said  farther,  that  if  we 
would  raise  a  Troop  of  Light  Horse,  he  would  endavonr  to  Procure 
some  equipage  for  them,  But  if  it  can't  be  had  we  must  do  the  best 
we  can  to  Provide  for  ourselves. 

Excuse  haste.  I  am,  sir,  your  Friend  &Hnmb1e  servt., 

WM.  SCOTT. 
Directed, — Col.  James  Thompson. 

Memorial  op  Capt.  Thomas  Robinson,  1781. 

To  the  Hononrable  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  Pennsyl- 
vania in  Gtsneral  assembly  met. 
The  Memoral  of  Thomas  Robinson  of  the  County  of  Northumberland 
Very  Respectfuly  Sheweth, 

That  your  Memorialist  With  great  Difficuly  Raised  a 

Company  of  Rangers  for  the  Defence  of  the  frontiers  of  this  state 
and  Ever  anxious  to  Render  Every  service  for  the  Distressed  Part 
of  the  Country  where  now  stutionod,  find  it  Impracticable  for  me  to 
Render  those  Services  I  most  ardently  want  to  Do,  the  Soldiers  are 
So  Distetute  of  Every  Kind  of  Nccesary  Clothing  as  to  Render 
many  of  them  Incapable  of  Doing  any  Duty,  the  Great  Scarcity  of 
ammunition  is  another  Difficulty  we  at  Present  Labour  Under,  as 
also  the  want  of  Provisions,  since  the  Ninth  or  tenth  Instant  they 
Have  not  Had  one  Single  Pound  of  meat.  The  want  of  a  surgeon 
is  another  Difficulty,  we  Have  not  a  surgeon  in  the  County  nor 
within  forty  miles  that  Can  Render  any  Service  to  Either  the  sick 
or  wounded  soldiers  or  Inhabitants  should  any  be. 

&  Whereas  your  Honourable  House  in  your  first  sessions  Devided 
the  Militia  Into  Classes  in  order  to  Raise  men  to  fill  the  Line,  Each 
District  or  County  to  Render  their  Quotas  of  men  of  fifteen  Pounds 
In  Lieu  of  Every  man  Defficent  this  Sum  was  Readily  given  By  the 
militia,  &  In  consequence  Conceiving  it  to  be  the  Bounty  Ordered 
By  your  Honb^  House  Inlisted  Nineteen  Good  men  for  that  Bounty 
on  Terny  if  I  Could  not  make  it  Good  they  should  be  Diaoharged, 
Nor  was  I  aware  of  my  Mistake  till  Informed  by  Council  in  Fwm' 
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Ltit  notwithshiiidiiig  I  Have  Been  able  to  keep  them  together  yet 
HopiQff  joar  Honourable  f  oose  in  yoar  wisdom  will  think  Proper 
to  Enable  Council  to  allow!  the  Extra  Bounty,  otherways  I  muat  be 
under  the  Diaaagreable  neoesity  of  Discharging  19  of  my  Best  men. 
The  Remaining  Part  of  the  Bounty  &  the  whole  Pay  of  my  Company 
is  another  Object  I  Earnestly  In  treat  your  Honourable  House  to 
atend  to,  k  Hoping  you  In  your  wisdom  will  Take  some  speedy  ft 
Effectual  means  for  meaintaining  and  suplying  said  Company  such 
aa  to  the  -wisdom  of  your  Hon^'  House  may  seem  most  Expedient 
ftneceaary. 

and  as  in  Duty  Ac, 

THOMAS  ROBINSON,  Cap'  Penns*  Rangers. 
Northumberland,  June  16th,  1781. 

J.  L.  Clarkson  Ssc't  of    Trbasubt  Board  to  Pres. 
Rbbd,  1781. 

Treasury  Office,  June  25, 1781. 

Sir, 

I  hare  the  Honor  to  inform  your  Excellency  by  direction  of  the 
Board  of  Treasury  that  M'  Christian  Wirtz*  who  has  acted  as  Town 
Major  in  Lancaster  under  a  state  appointment,  among  other  Charges 
places  to  the  aoeount  of  the  United  States  bis  Pay  &  Rations  as  a 
Major  in  the  army,  which  the  Board  conceive  ought  to  be  paid  by 
the  state  of  Pennsylvania;  yet  if  Council  should  think  otherwise, 
the  Board  will  be  glad  to  have  their  Reasons  as  soon  as  possible, 
and  the  Charges  will  be  paid  by  the  United  States. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  great  Respect 

your  Excellency's  most  obed.  Hum.  Servant, 
J.  L.  CLARKSON,  Sec^. 


David  Rittenhoube  to  V.  P.  Moor<,  1781. 

Tuesday,  June  26^,  1781. 
Sir, 

The  Treasurer  of  Northampton  County  M'  William  Oray  has 
applied  to  me  for  £150  new  State  Money  in  order  to  Exchange  for 
the  old  Continental  in  his  County  according  to  act  and  Resolution 
of  Assembly,  I  apprehend  by  the  Act  I  am  not  to  grant  it  without  the 
approbation  of  Council,  therefore  request  your  order  in  that  matter. 
I  am  Sir,  your  most  obcd'  &c., 

DAV*  RITTENHOUSE,  Treas. 
IHrecied,— To  the  Hon^  William  Moore,  Esq. 

N.  B.  I  have  a  Certificate  Signed  by  Fredrick  Antes  one  of  the 
Magistrates  of  Northumberland  that  h*  Gray  is  the  Treasurer  of 
tlie  County. 

*  See  page  226. 


280  PBNNSTLYANIA  ABGHiySS  1781. 


PxTiiioN  ov  Philadelphia  County  Light  Hoass,  1T81. 

Jane  y  26%  1781. 
To  his  Exoellenoy  the  President  k  the  Honourable  Ooaneil  of  the 
state  of  Pennsylvania. 
Th^  Philadelphia  County  Light  Horse  being  sensible  of  the 
Bespect  and  Attention  that  always  should  be  paid  to  our  President, 
present  their  Compliments  and  request  that  the  Ezpences  &  Cost 
that  occur'd  last  year  when  called  to  the  City  of  Philadelphia  and 
from  thenoe  to  Treutown ;  should  be  taken  into  Consideration  and 
that  the  County  Lieutenants  should  have  orders  to  adjust  and  pay 
them  of,  flattering  ourselves  with  the  Hopes  of  that  we  marohed 
with  cheerfulness  and  performed  with  Deligeuoe  Every  order  that 
was  Issued,  we  have  not  the  least  doubt  but  you  are  Conscious  of 
the  Extravagant  prices  we  paid  whilst  we  lay  in  the  City  and  of  the 
sums  we  laid  out  whilst  in  the  Jersey,  a$  none  of  the  Inhabitants 
would  take  Certificates  when  we  ware  sent  on  Command  we  beg 
leave  to  assure  you  that  there  are  several  more  Expenses  which  we 
dont  charge  (tho'  paid,)  and  Cannot  at  present  obtain  reoeipts  for. 
Now  that  we  are  cilled  to  hold  ourselves  in  readiness  at  a  momenta 
warning  we  mean  to  obey  with  spirit  and  wish  only  for  our  Preaident 
to  Command  us.  ' 

Col.  Coats  has  assured  us  that  he  lay  before  your  Honourablo 
Body  our  receipts  for  the  sums  we  laid  out  which  we  request  should 
be  Liquidated. 

Signed  in  Behalf  of  the  Troop. 

DAVID  SNYDER,  Capten. 
ABRAHAM  DUFFIELD,  L*. 
CASPER  DULL,  Cor*. 
Directed^ 
To  His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed,  Esq',  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Prbs.  Rbbd  to  Valentinjb  Eckert,  1781. 

Sir, 

Your  Letter  of  the  24*  has  been  duly  received  k  Council  much 
approved  of  your  conduct  with  R&spoct  to  the  Prisoners  who  have 
come  among  us  at  a  Time  when  we  had  every  Reason  to  believe  they 
would  be  sent  to  New  England.  We  have  as  by  the  within  Resolve 
directed  the  Call  of  the  Militia  as  stated  in  your  Letter  which  will 
be  your  authority,  and  in  Case  of  Relief  you  will  particularly  atlend 
to  calling  the  other  Militia  so  as  to  give  no  Cause  of  Complaint  on 
aoct.  of  the  Diffrcnce  of  Service  between  Duty  over  the  Prisoners 
k  the  Field.  With  Respect  to  the  Disposal  of  the  Prisoners,  it  is 
the  Desire  of  Council  that  they  may  be  hutted  at  some  small   Dia- 

*  See  pages  225. 
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teooe  from  the  Town  where  Wood  k  Water  are  conyenieDt.  Col. 
Morgan  hae  mentd.  a  Peiee  of  Oroand  which  belong'd  to  the  late 
Proprietaries  as  yery  eoayenieat  &  proper,  but  this  is  left  to  joar- 
aelf  ft  Major  Bailj  or  whoeyer  may  be  appointed  by  the  Board  of 
War  to  saperioteod  the  Premises  with  whom  we  would  wish  yoa  to 
preeerye  the  most  friendly  CommunicatioQ  &  advise  with  them  ia 
eyery  Thing  respeeting  the  Guards.  The  Militia  Fines  acorning 
in  fatore  are  to  be  paid  in  bard  money  at  3«.  6  ^Day,  The  arrearage 
of  former  Fines  or  in  state  money  or  specie  at  the  Exchange  of  one 
■tale  Dollar  for  75  of  the  old.  These  arrearages  have  ever  been  the 
subject  of  much  Clamor,  we  would  wish  you  would  exert  your- 
self to  have  them  collected  &  paid.  We  think  our  accounts  in  the 
Militia  Line  may  now  be  kept  with  greater  ease  &  Regularity^  &  that 
it  would  be  well  to  settle  all  former  Business  to  the  Day  when  the 
Paymt.  in  hard  money  commenced  &  then  start  in  the  new  Line. 
I  am  Sir, 

Your  obed.  Hbble.  Servt. 

J.  R. 
Col.  Yal.  Eokert  Lieut,  of  Berks  County  Reading. 

June  27, 1781.  ^ 


Prss.  Rbed  to  Lt.  Col.  Forrest,  1781. 

Sir, 

We  reeeiyed  a  Return  of  the  artillery  Reg.  this  morning  signed 
by  you  but  we  apprehend  by  the  following  Extract  of  a  Letter  from 
his  Ezcelly.  Oen.  Washington  that  some  farther  Explanation  will 
be  necessary  before  any  Proceedings  can  be  had  in  Consequence  of 
the  Resolution  of  Congress  of  the  25  Inst. 

Here  insert  Gen.  Washington's  Letter.* 

We  herefore  enclose  you  the  Return  again  untill  the  Matter  is 
settled.  In  the  mean  Time  I  remain. 

Sir,  Tour  Obed.  Hbble  Servt. 
L.  Col.  Forest 


Pres.  Rebd  to  Col.  Adam  Hublet,  1781. 

Sir, 

In  addition  to  what  we  wrote  you  last  by  your  late  Letter  that 
tlie  Militia  of  Paxton  Donnegal  &c.,  would  be  better  satisfied  to  march 
to  the  Fronteors  &  Cumberland  having  borne  a  heavy  Proportion  of 
that  Beryiee  we  have  sent  you  a  Resolve  to  call  out  50  men  inten- 
ding that  you  should  draw  them  as  above  explained  unless  some 
good  Beaaon  to  the  contrary  occurs. 

*  Notfoond. 
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ToH  will  obsenre  by  tbe  publiok  Papers  tbat  from  tbe  11th  Joiie 
the  Pay  of  militia  was  }  hard  mooey  ^  Day,  that  on  the  18th|  all 
arrearagea  of  Tazea  ft  Militia  Fines  to  be  paid  in  State  money  or 
ipeeie  at  the  Rate  of  one  State  IXollar  for  175  old  Continental  Dol- 
*lar8.  We  would  wish  you  to  set  about  the  Collection  of  these  arrea- 
nges  with  all  possible  Expedition  regolating  yonr  acoonnts  acoording 
to  the  above  Charges,  and  yon  may  depend  on  every  assistanee  & 
Support  from  us  ?rbich  the  Nature  &  Duty  of  our  officers  will  admit. 
I  am  Sir  with  muehsteem, 

Yonr  Obed.  &  very  Hbble.  Serv. 
Col.  A.  Hubleyi  Lieut,  of  Lancaster  County. 
Indaned, 
June  27  1781. 


Pres.  Rebd  to  Assembly,  1781. 

June  27,  1781. 
Sir, 

We  presume  the  Tmpatience  of  the  House  to  finish  the  session 
prevented  their  aoquaiDtiDg  us  in  what  Manner  the  immediate 
necessities  of  the  state  as  laid  before  the  House  at  the  late  Con- 
ference are  provided  for.  We  have  heard  by  common  Report  that 
a  subscription  has  been  made,  but  unless  a  speedy  Collection  follows 
we  shall  find  ourselves  exceedingly  distressed.  The  Council  therefore 
would  be  obliged  to  you  for  Information,  &  also  to  forward  the  Col- 
lecUon  with  all  possible  Expedition.  The  discounting  former  Sub- 
aoriptions  or  Debts  or  lending  in  Goods  will  not  answer  our  preeent 
Purposes,  ao  that  we  hope  the  Gentlemen  who  ooUeot  the  snbseriptions 
will  decline  that  mode  of  Paying  which  will  not  by  any  Means 
relieve  us  in  this  Hours  of  peculiar  Exigencie. 
I  am  Sir,  with  doe  Regard, 

Your  Obed  Hbble  Servt 

The  Hon.  F.  A.  Muhlenberg  Esqr.,  speaker   of  the   House  of 
Assby. 


Pres.  Reed  to  Lt.  Wm.  Scott,  Lt.  of  York  Co.,  1781. 

Sir, 

The  Convention  Prisoners  having  been  unexpectedly  ordered 
into  this  St^te,  it  has  been  thought  proper  to  station  the  Britiah  of 
that  Body  in  your  County ;  and  it  is  the  Advice  of  the  Council  that 
you  mark  out  some  suitable  Place,  well  wooded  &  watered,  for  their 
accomodation,  where  they  may  build  Huts,  which  are  to  be  picketed; 
if  within  a  small  Distance  of  York  Town  so  much  the  better.  In 
your  Proceedings  you  will  constantly  advise  with  CoL  Wood,  or 
such  Officer  as  may  be  appointed  by  the  Board  of  War  to  anperin* 
tend,  the  Prisoners,  so  as  to  preserve  the  utmost  Harmony. 
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Af  Omrda  miisi  nfioeflmrilj  be  called  from  the  Militia,  we  baye 
indoaed  joq  a  Reeolve  to  that  Effect;  k  as  their  Times  expire  joa 
will  haye  a  Belief  regularlj  provided  from  Time  to  Time.  We  abo 
send  yoa  a  Beaolotion  with  Respect  to  the  Arrearages  of  Militia 
Fines,  which  we  think  onsht  to  be  collected  forthwith.  And  thai- 
it  would  be  well  to  haye  all  the  Accounts  closed  ap  to  the  Inst, 
when  the  Assembly  voted  that  the  Pay  should  be  Ss.  6  '^  Day,  in 
Gold  or  Silver.  This  will  also  enable  you  &  the  Sub  Lieutenants 
in  fnture  to  keep  your  Accounts  with  less  Embarrassm^  &  to  make 
more  speedy  Collection.  Nothing  could  keep  the  serving  Militia 
in  better  Temper  than  re^ltr  Paym^  of  their  Wages,  which  must 
be  done  by  regular  Collection  of  Fines.  I  beg  therefore  you  would 
pay  it  the  utmost  Attention.  Col.  Morgan  will  write  you  with 
B»peet  to  the  Supply  of  the  Prisoners,  &  as  he  sends  you  hard 
Money,  we  hope  it  will  receive  your  Credit 

I  am  Sir, 

Tour  Obd.  Hbble.  Ser. 

Indar$ed,—nSl,  June  27th. 


James  Marshall  to  Pres.  EebD|  1781. 

Washington  County,  June  27th,  1781. 
8', 

Since  I  had  the  honour  of  Addressing  your  Ezoellency  last,  the 
old  Enemies  of  this  government  and  their  adherents  have  Exerted 
themselves  to  the  Utmost  to  prevent  this  County  beioff  organised. 
On  the  5th  lost,  a  Cooucil  of  the  Militia  officers  of  i  oughagana 
County  was  held  at  their  Court-house,  and  in  Consequence  of  s* 
Council,  the  fifth  part  of  the  M  ilitia  of  s'  County  was  drafted  for 
General  Clark's  Expedition,  but  the  people  did  not  Conceive  they 
were  Under  the  Jurisdiction  of  Virginia,  therefore  they  denied  their 
Authority,  and  almost  Universaly  Kefused  doing  duty  under  any 
government  whatever  untill  the  line  between  the  States  is  actually 
mn. 

Upon  finding  the  Commissioners  did  not  Arrive  by  the  time 
appointed  to  run  the  line,  I  did  not  know  well  what  part  to  act, 
fearing  the  Consequence  of  Involving  the  good  Subjects  of  this 
State  in  a  Civil  War  with  Col.  Penticost  Banditti  and  a  new  Gov- 
emment  party  that  Exists  here,  and  of  Expoeing^ur  frontier 
Settlements  to  the  greatest  danger  from  the  Indians,  (who  no  doubt 
well  know  our  unhappy  Situation.)  I  thought  it  most  Advisable  to 
poatpona  (^ganiiing  the  Militia  untill  the  Commissioners  arrive  on 
the  spot.  I^t  me  hope  then  that  your  Excellency  will  forward  the 
Commiarionera  with  all  possible  Dispatch,  as  it  is  Clearly  Impossible 
to  do  any  thing  to  purpose  in  this  County  untill  their  arrival.  The 
Expiration  of  the  aeveral  periods  Given  us  to  expect  them,  disooor- 
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agot  our  best  friendR,  and  Gives  'the  aforementiooed  party  great 
0)>portanitj8  of  keepiog  up  the  Gonfosion,  which  they  hope  will 
isioe  in  driving  the  whole  people  into  their  fkvoarite  scheme  of  New 
OoTemment.  Some  of  those  Qentlemen  formerly  Eleeted  membera 
of  Virginia  Assembly,  on  this  side  the  Moantains,  are  lately  gone 
down  on  no  other  business  than  to  Endeavour  delaying  the  line,  in 
order  to  forward  their  business  of  new  government,  and  a  Committee 
has  been  formed  in  this  County  for  some  time  who  go  well  nigh 
assuming  the  government  of  the  Country,  which  appears  preparatory 
to  something  more  Compulsive. 

Let  me  again  urge  the  Necessity  of  the  Commissioners  being  on 
the  line  as  soon  as  possible  from  this  ene  Consideration,  that  a 
failure  on  their  part  will  Expose  the  friends  of  this  government  to 
the  Contempt  and  Malice  of  their  enemies.  There  is  at  this  time 
upwards  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  Effective  men  in  this  Countyi 
l)Ut  if  we  remain  much  longer  in  our  present  Situation,  we  most 
unavoidably  be  reduced,  either  by  Internal  or  External  Enemies, 
and  perhaps  by  both.  On  the  17th  Inst.,  a  party  of  about  twenty 
Indians  attacked  the  frontier  Inhabitants,  wounded  one  man,  and 
took  off  a  whole  family  prisoners,  which  has  occasioned  great  part 
of  the  frontiers  to  be  evacuated. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

your  Excellency's  most  Obedient 
and  very  humble  servant, 

JAMES  MARSHALL. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency  President  Reed. 


Pres.  Rbed  to  Col.  Ab'm  Smith,  1781. 

Sir, 

I  enclose  you  an  order  to  Call  forth  one  Class  of  Militia  to  relieve 
the  poor  In  habitants  of  Bedford,  who  are  in  the  greatest  Distress. 
We  have  directed  the  Militia  of  your  County  in  Northumberland  to 
be  relieved  by  Militia  from  Lancaster,  which  will  be  an  Ease  to 
your  County,  exchanging  two  Classes  for  one.  The  Convention 
Prisoners  to  the  Number  of  4000  having  been  march'd  into  this 
State,  we  halfl  new  Militia  called  out  from  the  City,  from  Lanoaster, 
York,  Berks,  &  Northampt^^n,  &  must  probably  keep  them  out  for 
a  long  Space  of  Time.  On  the  11th  Inst.,  the  Assembly  fixed  the 
Pay  at  8s.  6  ^  Day,  in  Gold  or  Silver,  the  Fines  to  be  collected  in 
the  same  Specie. — On  the  13th  the  Arrearages  of  all  Taxes  h 
Militia  Fines  were  directed  to  be  collected  in  State  Money  or  Specie 
at  the  Rate  of  one  State  Dollar  for  75  old  Continental,  in  whioh 
they  had  been  assessed. — We  most  earnestly  wish  you  would  have 
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the  AccouDts  settled  aocordingly,  &  in  the  futare  Calls  oaase  tbe 
GoHeotioD  of  Fioes  to  be  made  with  the  utmost  Dispatch,  whioh  joa 
will  observe  is  the  more  necessary  as  we  csd  give  no  Assistance  from 
the  pablick  Treasury  till  the  Fines  of  the  County  are  ascertained.— 
We  are  apprehensive  that  if  we  do  not  meet  with  more  success  in 
reeruidng  the  Line  under  the  Law  of  the  present  Session  than  the 
last  moon  Dcpendance  will  necessarily  be  placed  on  the  Militia^ 
which,  therefore;  you  will  get  in  the  best  Order  possible. 

I  am  Sir, 

with  due  Regard, 

Your  Obed.  Hble.  Serr. 

Col.  Abm.  Smith,  Ueut  of  Cumberland. 
iiu2ofie(f,— Jane  28, 1781. 


Fbes.  Beed  to  Lt.\!ol.  Adam  Hublet,  1781. 

June  27, 1781. 
Sir, 

Your  Favour  of  the  23'^*"  June  has  been  duly  received  &  we  have 
been  doing  every  thing  in  our  Power  to  relieve  you  from  the  present 
distress  which  was  not  unforeseen.  We  have  from  tiipe  to  time 
apprized  the  Assembly  of  the  approaching  Difficulty  but  unfortunately 
the  necessary  Precautions  were  not  taken,  We  have  now  sold  a 
Parcel  of  Linnens  we  had  in  the  State  store  to  raise  some  hard  money, 
they  have  produced  £600  specie  a  part  of  which  we  have  directed 
forward  to  Mr.  Miller  &  the  Residue  to  Easton  &  Keading  where 
there  ar'e  the  like  Distresses  &  Expresses  are  now  waiting.  With 
Respect  to  the  Militia  the  Council  are  satisfied  with  your  Proceeding 
under  present  Circumstances  &  inclosed  is  a  Resolve  conformably^- 
Arms  we  have  not  to  send  so  that  you  must  do  in  that  article  as  well 
as  you  can.  We  are  very  sorry  for  the  Necessity  of  pressing  but  it 
cannot  be  expected  that  Persons  will  starve  in  the  midst  of  Plenty. 
The  stationing  the  Convention  Troops  in  Pennsylv*  was  a  distressing 
Measure  at  best  &  more  especially  as  it  came  so  suddenly  upon  us. 
We  must  beg  you  to  endeavour  to  get  along  as  well  as  you  can  we 
hope  when  the  taxes,  Mililia  Fines,  Ac  are  onoe  payable  in  hard 
MoDej  we  shall  find  less  embarrasment 

I  am  in  Haste  Sir, 

Your  Obed  &  very 
Hbble  ser. 

Direetetf, 
CoL  A.  Httblpy,  Lieut  of  Lancaster. 

•  See  page  22i. 
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Col.  Jahss  Wood  to  Paes.  Beed,  1781. 

Lanwiier,  dOth  Jane,  1781. 
Sir, 

I  have  latelj  received  iDstroctions  from  the  Board  of  War  to  Hat 
theConycDtion  Prisoners,  the  British  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  York 
Town,  and  the  Germans  near  Reading ;  but  have  not  as  yet  received 
jour  Determination  with  respect  to  the  Identical  Places,  or  the 
manner  of  executing  the  work.  The  Guards  for  the  British  while 
the  Huts  are  Building  &  Stockading  ought  not  to  be  less,  in  my 
Opinion,  than  150  men  with  their  Proper  Officers,  as  I  am  Confident 
they  will  improve  every  Opp^  to  effect  Escapes.  I  think  a  Guard  of 
50  will  be  very  sufficient  for  the  Germans,  and  that  it  will  be  unnec- 
essary to  inclose  them  with  Picquets,  as  none  of  them  have  attempted 
to  Escape  for  a  Considerable  time  past.  I  shall  keep  the  British  at 
this  Plaoe  till  I  hear  from  your  Excellency.  I  have  the  Honour  to 
be  with  Great  Kospect. 

Sir, 

Your  very  ob't  Serv't 

JAMBS  WOOD. 
Directed^ 

Pablio  Senrioe. 
His  Excellency,  President  Reed,  Philadelphia. 


Cap.  Chas.  Cbsna  to  Col.  Jambs  Morgan,  Jun.,   1781. 

Bedford,  Jane  80th,  1781. 
Sir, 

The  Bearer  Mr.  Isaac  Worrell  one  of  my  Deputys  in  the  purchas- 
ing way  in  this  County  goes  to  you  for  the  express  purpose  of  getting 
your  advice  in  order  to  direct  and  govern  me  in  the  Departments, 
the  distresses  of  this  County  is  truly  great.  Murders  and  depredations 
are  committed  almost  every  week,  and  not  a  single  Article  can  be  had 
for  the  Money  that's  now  current;  Jl  am  even  threatened  and 
inveighed  acainst  by  the  people,  for  not  having  suitable  provisions 
for  such  as  do  Militia  duty,  aud  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  get  it  for 
the  Money  I  have; 'I  am  indebted  to  numbers  in  Consequence  of 
such  articles  as  we  purchased  and  so  are  my  Deputies,  having  engaged 
on  the  Credit  of  the  Money  and  w«^  is  now  useless ;  and  unless  some- 
thing be  done  in  order  to  enable  us  to  get  provisions  for  such  as  are 
employed  in  protecting  the  County,  I  am  afraid  the  settlement  brake 
up  totally  and  that  very  soon.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  send  you 
an  accurate  Return  having  purchased  on  the  credit  of  the  Money 
w*"^  was  in  so  fluotuatiog  a  state  while  it  dubiously  passed  as  to  leave 
no  room  for  a  certain  price  in  any  Article;  and  now  no  person  wou'd 
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iBoetfa  maj  qmuiiity  of  it  for  a  single  Beef  Cattle,  I  beg  you  wil 
diafMitoh  the  Bearer  with  all  <)ue  haste  and  I  hope  in  saoh  a  manner 
eqoiped  as  will  enable  me  and  thpee  that  are  employed  by  me  in  the 
aerrioa  to  do  the  requisite  and  necessary  Duty  expected  of  as. 
I  am  sir,  with  great  respect, 

Yoor  most  obed't 

H'blesery't. 
CHA*  CESSNA,  C^. 
Dirededf 

On  public  Business. 
Col*  Jacob  Morgan,  Jr.,  Superintendent  of  the  Commisssioners  of 
Porchafles  for  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia. 


H.  Christ  and  H.  Haller  to  Pres.  Reed,  1781. 

Reading,  July  1, 1781. 
Sir, 

We  think  it  neoessary  to  aoquaint  your  Ezoellenoy  that  the  Lands 
on  which  the  Town  is  Built  and  that  which  is  deamed  a  Commons 
is  one  and  the  same  Tract  purchased  by  the  Proprietor"^  for  the 
purpose  for  erecting  the  Town  thereon  if  the  Land  from  the  Edge 
of  the  Town  to  the  Extent  of  said  Tract  are  a  Commons,  as  it  was 
generally  understood  by  the  Inhabitants,  then  the  Persons  mentioned 
in  oar  Letter  to  the  chief  Justice  have  encroached  on  the  Publiok. 
There  is  also  a  publick  Ferry  and  a  Plantation  on  said  Tract 
which  used  to  pay  Kent  to  the  Proprietors.  How  shall  we  proceed 
with  them  and  a  number  of  Persons  who  have  Inclosores  on  said 
Lands  for  which  we  have  demanded  Summones  from  Chief  Justice 
M*Kean  in  order  to  proceed  against  them  on  account  of  Eocroach- 
ments  made  on  the  Commons  of  the  Town  of  Reading. 
We  are  your  Excellencies 

Obedient  &  most  humble  servS 

HENRY  CHRIST, 
HENRY  HALLER. 


Pres.  Reed  to  Capt.  Thos.  Robinson,  1781. 

Sir, 

I  duly 'received  your  Letter  ^  M'  Gray  acquainting  us  of  the  great 
Want  of  Cloathing  for  your  Company,  ammunition  &  Pay  Which 
would  bare  been  answered  sooner  but  I  waited  to  have  it  in  my 
Power  to  inform  you  that  we  had  been  able  to  comply  in  some 
Degree  with  yoer  Bequest.  At  that  time  we  were  not  possessed  of 
mooey  to  psocare  any  of  the  Articles.   It  has  been  with  the  greatest 

«  See  CoL  Rw).,  Vol.  XIL,  p.  780. 
Vol.  IX— II 
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Siffioolty  mnoe  that  we  hare  been  able  to  procure  you  the  Supply 
now  forwarded  consisting  of  Waistcoats,  Shoes,  Shirts  ft  Ammuni- 
tion which  go  to  the  Care  of  Col.  Hanter.  It  is  not  poasible  to 
form  a  just  idea  of  the  fimbarassments  wo  have  been  in  &  yet  are 
for  want  of  money— Paper  money  having  been  stopp'd  by  the 
Assembly  or  the  Treasury,  &  there  being  no  Specie  not  even  a  single 
Dollar  in  it,  the  publick  Credit  exhausted  &  various  Demands  of  the 
most  important  kind  pressing  us  nothing  but  a  Sense  of  publick 
Duty  could  have  prevailed  on  us  to  continue  in  so  disgraceful  a 
Situation  &  in  which  we  are  obliged  to  remain  for  at  least  3  months 
to  oome  as  it  will  be  that  Time  before  any  Taxes  can  be  received  in 
Consequence  of  the  late  Law ;  We  must  therefore  entreat  you  to  use 
the  present  supply  with  the  utmost  Frugality  as  it  will  not  be  in 
our  Power  to  do  any  Thing  more  for  some  time. 

We  should  have  gladly  made  Provision  for  a  Surgeon  but  on 
Inquirv  of  the  Character  &  Abilities  of  the  Person  recommended 
from  Lancaster  County  we  found  Him  very  deficient.  Another 
Gent  offered  himself  here  whose  name  I  do  not  recollect  but  some 
solid  Objections  were  also  made  to  him—As  there  are  miany  young 
Gent,  who  have  quitted  the  Army  we  will  endeavour  to  procure  one. 
We  appointed  M'  Gray  Paymaster  of  the  County  k  sent  by  him  a 
sum  of  Money  to  pay  the  Men  which  we  doubt  not  has  b^n  duly 
applied  &  also  the  £6  difference  in  Bounty  of  15  men«who  had  been 
inlisted  at  a  Bounty  of  ^15  agreeable  to  your  Letter. 

The  Inhabitants  of  Northampton  who  have  buffered  extremely 
from  the  Indians  have  lately  adopted  a  Plan  of  Defense  which  bids 
fairer  to  give  effectual  Checks  to  the  Enemy  than  any  yet  devised  & 
which  we  could  wish  to  see  copied  in  other  Places,  viz :  A  number  of 
active  well  arm'd  young  Fellows  associate  together  in  Parties  from 
10  to  20  &  whenever  the  Indians  appear  they  pursue  with  all  Expe* 
dition ;  there  have  been  several  Instances  lately  of  their  overtaking 
the  Savages  by  this  means,  recovering  the  Captives  &  destroying 
the  Indians :  Council  gave  £25  hard  money  lately  to  a  Party  for 
their  Activity  &  Bravery  in  this  Way. 
Indorted^ 

July  Ist,  1781. 


Isaac  Mason  to  Prbs.  Reed,  1781. 

SiTi 

I  having  and  opportunity  by  Express  I  beg  leive  to  Equent  your 
Excellency  the  distress  situation  of  our  Country,  that  the  Indians 
has  laid  waste  all  the  settlement  between  the  Allegania  and  Yough- 
agania  Rivers  as  high  up  as  Sweakley  and  they  took  a  prisonier 
where  Gen*  Brad(X)k8  road  crosses  the  s'  Creek  a  few  days  ago  and 
1  am  Doubtfall  that  if  there  is  not  some  plan  fell  on  to  haraas  them 
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in  their  owb  eoantrj  that  they  will  drive  the  InhabitanU  this  side 
of  the  monotain. 

I  hftd  great  hopes  that  Oenl.  Gkrk  would  Penetrated  into  their 
eonntrj  with  a  strong  force  bat  I  have  almost  lost  hopes  of  his 
goin^,  as  he  has  got  but  one  hundred  and  forty  regulars  from 
Yirginia  and  did  expect  the  Virginia  militia  this  side  the  mountains 
but  they  refuse  doing  duty  as  there  has  not  been  any  orders  for  the 
militia  that  hold  under  the  state  of  Pennsylvania.  Coll.  Hays  givea 
public  notice  to  the  Inhabitants  of  this  county  to  meet,  that  he  had 
•om thing  of  Consequence  to  Communicate  to  them,  accordinglv  a. 
Dumber  were  assembl*  and  he  there  openly  declared  unto  them  that 
he  had  a  sum  of  money  put  into  his  hands  by  council  for  the 
Ezergency  of  the  County  and  futher  Equented  them  that  that  sum 
of  money  was  to  be  applied  to  what  use  the  Officers  and  principal 
people  thought  most  Expedient  for  their  Protection. 

Upon  Deliberation  they  Entered  into  Resolves  to  Assist  Qenl. 
Clark  with  men  to  be  rais'  by  Yoluntiers  or  Draught  as  the  Ocnl. 
had  given  ns  a  good  assureanoe  of  his  rout  and  that  it  was  his  Inten- 
tions to  strike  the  Delawas,  Sbawney  and  Windoit  Nations  and  that 
his  principal  Object  was  the  Shenduskies  Towns  and  he  likewise 
aLSsured  ns  that  their  was  plenty  of  Provisions  for  the  Campaign  &o. 

I  Beg  leave  to  subscribe  myself         , 

your  most  obedient  &  very  Humble  Sorv', 

ISAAC  MASON. 
July  1-,  1781. 

Dtrecicdf 

Joseph  Read,  Esq',  President  of  the  Supremo  Executive  Council 
Pennsylvania. 


Sec'y  Matlack  to  Capt.  Nicholson,  1781. 

Sir, 

His  Excellency  the  President  communicated  to  the  Council  your 
request  respecting  the  manning  of  the  Ship  Trumbull*  and  I  am 
Ordered  to  inform  you  that  the  Council  consent  to  your  exertions 
to  compleat  the  manning  of  the  said  ship,  you  taking  especial  care 
that  no  negro  slaves  or  bound  servants  be  taken,  nor  any  of  the 
river  craft  be  on  any  pretence  visited  nor  any  seamen  taken  from 
outward  bound  vessels,  nor  any  other  persons  taken  than  actual 
seamen  found  on  board  inward  bound  vessels.  I  am  also  ordered 
to  request  you  will  report  to  Council  the  names  of  the  Seamen  yon 
may  obuin,  that  if  any  extraordinary  cases  should  occur  the  Council 
may  be  eneabled  to  judge  concerning  it. 

•  Bee  GoL  Bee.,  YoL  XII.,  p.  779. 
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The  Council  ^on  resdily  oonoDor  hi  jour  proposal  from  •  ooq-^ 
fideDce  thej  have  that  jou  will  be  particularly  careful  thai  no 
atnaea  watt  oommitttd,  nor  any  vnneceMary  fioleocea  made  use  of. 
I  am  with  great  rospeoi 

your  moat  obedient  aerrant, 

T.  M.,  Sec>^. 
July  2, 1781. 
Direetedf 

Gapt.  Niohol8on>. 
hufortfcdf 

1781,  July  2"'.    To  Gaptn.  Nicholson  of  the  Tmmball  Frigate; 


Qbn.  Wm.  Irvikb  to  Prbs.  Bbed,  1781. 

Lancaster,  July  2*,  1781. 

Stt, 

I  find  a  number  of  people  here  are  very  desirom  to  enlist  men  for 
the  War — the  8th  Section  of  the  Law  says  that  any  person  who 
shall  Enlist,  and  deliver  to  the  proper  officer  one  able  Dodied  Re- 
cruit, shall  be  exempted  from  all  Militia  duty  for  and  during  the 
term  of  such  Enlistment — as  this  is  a  Voluntary  afair,  1  think  it 
would  be  well  to  indulge  them.  If  the  Hon^>«  the  Council  are  of 
this  opinion,  a  few  attestations  for  the  War  will  be  necessary  at  each 
Post.  The  exemption  from  Militia  duty  seems  a  very  aluring  bait — 
p  irticularly  to  luke  warm  whigs  and  monied  men. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  perfect  respect, 

your  Excellency's 

most  obed*  Humble  Serv*, 

W-  IRVINE. 
Directed, 

Public  -Service. 

His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  Philadelphia. 


James  Perry  to  Pres.  Reed,  1781. 

Westmoreland  County,  Savikley,  July  2*,  1781. 
Sir, 

Understanding  that  an  Express  is  going  to  Philadelphia  from  Ool. 
Jx)chry,  I  shall  just  inform  you  our  Country  is  in  the  utmost  Con- 
fusion at  present,  about  three  weeks  ago  one  James  Chambers  was 
taken  Prisoner  about  two  miles  from  my  House ;  last  Friday  two 
young  Women  were  killed  in  Ligionier  Valley — and  this  Morning  a 
small  Garrison  at  Philip  Clioglesmiths,  about  eight  miles  from  this 
&  four  or  five  miles  from  Uaunaa  Town,  consisting  of  between  twenty 
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md  ftliirty  men  Women  ft  Children  wu  destroy'd,  only  three  made 
their  Escape,  the  ParticnUira  I  cannot  well  inform  you  as  the  Party 
that  was  sent  to  bnry  the  Dead  are  not  yet  Returned,  and  I  wait 
every  Moment  to  hear  of  or  perhaps  see  them  strike  at  some  other 
Place,  that  Party  was  supposed  to  be  about  seventeen,  and  I  am  apt 
to  think  there  are  still  more  of  them  in  the  Settlements.  Our  Fron-~ 
tiers  are  in  a  very  deplorable  situation,  being  so  extensive  that  the 
State  Company  under  Cap<  Sherer  and  the  few  yet  rais'd  on  the 
Continental  Establishment,  tho'  posted  as  advantageously  as  possible 
to  make  Discoveries,  yet  the  Parties  are  so  small  that  they  are  not 
able  to  oppose  a  I^rge  Body  when  they  do  discover  them.  Wo 
have  long  wish'd  for  a  Campaign  to  be  carried  into  the  Indian 
Country,  which  alone  under  Providence  can  give  us  ease  in  this 
Quarter,  &  which  might  be  accomplished  without  any  great  Expense 
was  Government  to  give  nroper  Encouragement,  and  send  some 
small  assistance.  Some  of  your  Officers  in  this  County  are  much 
discouraged,  and  their  Influence  weakened  by  Complaints  made  to 
your  Honourable  Board  by  some  of  our  last  elected  members  which 
I  fear  was  rather  out  of  Mallice  to  the  Persons  complained  of  than 
from  any  sufficient  Cause,  or  out  of  Design  to  serve  their  Country. 
I  should  be  sorry  to  debilitate  the  Influence  that  any  of  our  Members 
might  have  with  your  Honourable  Board ;  but  I  should  be  happv 
in  seeing  every  Officers  Conduct  candidly  examined  before  he  is 
condemned.     I  am 

Sir^  with  the  Utmost  Respeoti 

your  Excellencv's 

most  Obe<r  &  very  hum'  Serv*, 

JAMES  PERRY. 


Pres.  Reed  to  M.  MunLENBEno,  Speaker  of  A88emblt, 

1781. 

Sir, 

We  are  sorry  to  be  under  the  Necessity  of  again  applving  to  yon 
respecting  the  Subscription  Money  which  has  been  depended  upon  by 
the  Council  to  answer  some  Calls  of  the  most  important  &  indispen- 
sable Kind.  We  find  Mr.  Rittenhouso  has  received  but  Six  hundred 
ft  Eighty  five  Pounds,  k  we  have  been  obliged  to  draw  Orders  upon 
him  to  the  Am*  of  £2500  to  feed  the  Troops  ft  Prisoners  ft  Purchase 
Ammunition  ft  pay  the  Debts  contracted  last  Sessions  at  the  Instance 
of  the  House.  We  are  persuaded  the  House  must  have  depended 
on  the  Committee  to  collect  the  Money  or  they  would  not  have  broke 
up  after  the  Communications  made  to  them  without  complying  with 
one  of  the  two  Things  requested,  vis..  To  supply  us  with  Money  to 
carry  on  the  publick  Business  or  relieve  us  from  the  Responsibilitv 
we  lay  under.  We  therefore  beg  you  would  use  your  Influence  with 
the  Gentlomen  appointod  by  tbu  Uommitteo  to  bring  the  Business  to 
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Ihe  desired  Oonolnsion.  If  we  should  be  disappointed  in  our  Bzpee- 
tetions  on  this  Sabjeot  we  shall  be  obliged  to  call  the  Assembly 
before  the  Day  of  Adjournment,  as  no  Money  oan  reasonably  be 
expected  from  Taxes  before  that  Time — A  Measure  which  would  be 
inoonveoient  to  the  Members  &  Tery  disagreeable  to  us. 

The  OouQcil  request  you  will  inform  them  what  Expectations  you 
haye  with  Respect  to  the  Sum  &  the  Time  of  Collection,  that  we 
may  be  able  to  give  some  Answer  to  the  pressing  Applications  to 
which  we  are  daily  &  hourly  subjected. 
I  am  Sir, 

your  Obed.  Hbbl.  Serr. 

July,  8d,  1781. 


Prbs.  of  CoNaasss  to  Pres.  Rbbd,  1781. 

Philadelphia,  July  3, 1781. 
Sir, 

7our  Excellency  will  receive  enclosed,  an  Extract  of  a  Letter 
from  the  Commander  in  Chief,  requesting  300  Rifle  Men  from  this 
State,  and  a  ResoWe  of  Congress  of  the  2*  Instant  on  the  same 
Subject.* 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  very  great  Regard, 

your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  &  most 
humble  Servant, 
SAM.  HUNTINGTON,  President 
Directedy 

His  Excellency,  President  Reed. 


Extract  op  a  letter  prom  Gen.  Washington,  1781.' 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  General  Washington,  dated  Head  Quarters, 

New  Windsor,  24th  June,  1781. 
Sir, 

Towards  effecting  the  intended  operations  of  the  ensuing  Cam- 
paign, I  had  made  a  requisition  to  the  State  of  Pensylvania  for  a 
number  of  militia  to  join  the  army  under  my  immediate  command- 
but  that  State  having  been  called  upon  at  the  same  time  by  Congress 
for  a  number  of  their  militia  for  the  southern  serTice,  his  Excellency 
the  President  has  informed  me  that  it  will  not  be  in  their  power  to 
fulfil  both  requisitions.     I  have  therefore  withdrawn  my  request. 

In  the  courde  of  our  intended  operations,  I  shall  have  occasion  for 
A  body  of  about  three  hundred  expert  rifle  men,  for  most  neoessary 

•  See  Col.  Res.,  Vol.  XII ,  p.  778. 
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and  encniial  lenrioes;  and  as  all  those  of  oar  troops,  compoaing  the 
lioe  of  the  army,  from  whence  I  could  hope  to  draw  such  a  Corpsp 
are  gone  aoathward,  ao  that  it  is  become  impracticable  to  supply 
them  here.  I  have  written  to  his  Ezcelleocy  President  Reod| 
begging  that  he  will  furnish  me  with  such  body  of  troops  from  that 
State  to  serve  with  this  army  during  this  Campaign. 

If  Congress  should  approve  this  measure,  I  have  to  request  that 
ftbey  will  be  pleased  to  signify  their  approbation  to  Mr.  President 
Reed  and  enforce  this  requisition,  accompanying  it  with  a  promise 
of  repayment  to  the  State  of  whatever  Bounty  they  shall  engage, 
with  pay,  rations,  and  oompleat  Continental  Establishment  equal  to 
the  other  troops  in  the  Field,  during  the  time  they  are  in  service. 
This  meaanre  I  deem  necessary,  because  I  suppose  they  cannot  be 
raised  aa  militia. 

A  Corps  of  men  composed  of  each  expert  marksman,  being  in  m  j 
opinion,  of  so  very  great  importance  in  the  execution  of  our  Inten- 
tiona,  I  have  the  most  sanguine  Hope  that  this  requisition  will  meet' 
with  the  moat  speedy  success. 


RbSOLITTION  OV   CONGRBSSy   1781. 

The  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  July  2*,  1781. 

A  Letter  of  the  24'^  June  from  Gen>  Washington  was  read,  in 
forming  Congress  that  he  has  requested  three  Hundred  expert  Rifle 
Men  to  be  furnished  by  the  State  of  Pensylvania  for  the  present 
Campaign,  whereupon 
Resolved, 

That  Congress  approve  the  said  rv  quest,  and  that  his  Excellency  ' 
the  president  and  supreme  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania  he 
informed  that  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  will  allow  a 
Deduction  of  a  like  Number  from  the  Infantry  Militia  required  of 
the  said  State  for  the  Southern  Service,  and  that  whatever  Bounty 
they  shall  think  proper  to  grant  to  this  Corps  of  Troops  shall  be  re- 
paid to  the  State,  and  the  men  shall  be  allowed  pay,  Rations  and 
oompleat  continental  Establishment  equal  to  the  other  Troops  in  the 
kid  during  the  Time  they  are  in  Service. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

CHA.  TBOMSON.  Sec'y. 


JoHfT  Nicholson  to  Prbs.  Reed,  1781. 

Philada.,  July  8d,  1781. 
May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

We  have  cloaef  the  Audit  at  this  place  and  made  a  State  of  the 
aetUementa,  whioh  ia  now  before  your  Hon'ble  Board.    Nothing 
!  fffnuuaa  to  be  done  exoept  the  Settlements  with  those  of  the 


^  ~^^^^H  ^^^^P         ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^H 
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General's  Gaards  and  the  Corps  of  Sappers  and  Miners  as  were 
draughted  from  the  Pennsylvania  Regiments,  and  also  that  part  of 
Colo.  Hazen's  Regiment  returned  of  the  quota  of  the  Penna.  Line ; 
of  these  the  settlements  are  so  far  made  here,  that  I  shall  be  able  to 
Complete  thorn  myself,  at  the  plaoes  where  the  men  are,  for  which 
purpose,  if  it  is  the  desire  of  Council,  I  shall  set  out  in  a  few  days. 
About  three  thousand  four  hundred  pounds  (Together  with  a  balance 
of  £1050  remaining  in  my  hands)  will  be  necessair  to  discharge  the 
one  third  part  of  the  depreo*  due  to  them  respectively.  I  suppose 
it  will  bo  difficult  to  travel  on  other  than  hard  money,  1  mean  there- 
fore, to  take  of  my  own  for  that  purpose,  and  doubt  not  the  State 
will  reimburse  me  m  like  kind. 

I  have  thought  it  unnecessary  to  render  my  Cash  Acot  to  the 
State  Auditors  untill  after  my  return,  so  that  there  may  be  but  one 
settlement  of  the  whole. 

There  are  tbe  Accts.  of  General  Hand  ft  Major  Sproat,  his  Aid 
De  Camp,  unsettled,  these  I  shall  adjust  at  West  Point,  on  my  way. 
I  believe  they  are  the  only  officers  of  the  Penna.  Line  whose  accts. 
are  not ;  Except  those  above,  &  a  Doctor  Brown,  who  is  on  the 
retiring  or  half  pay  list,  but  is  lately  gone  to  England,  and  will  not 
perhaps  return  to  Claim  it. 

I  am,  with  due  respect, 
Your  Excellency's  most  obed*,  Humble  servant, 

JN*  NICHOLSON. 

Directetfj 

His  ExcelU,  Joseph  Reed^  Esquire,  preside 


Pres.  Reed  to  Robert  Morris  Esq.  SupEBiKTKNBBiirr 
OF  FlKANCB,  1781. 

Sir, 

The  daily  Applications  that  we  receive  with  Respect  to  supplies 
make  it  necessary  to  request  Information  from  you  on  that  subject, 
at  least  so  far  as  to  ascertain  our  mutual  Expectation  from  each 
other..  By  the  Resolutions  of  the  House  from  which  we  have  col- 
lected all  our  Knowledge  on  this  subject,  we  conceive  it  clearly 
implied  tliat  you  Lave  taken  upon  yourself  the  Burthen  of  procuring 
the  supplies  demanded  of  this  State,  any  Interference  therefore  of 
our  Commissioners  appointed  under  the  act  of  Assembly  would  we 
couceive  be  improper,  &  their  Contiauance  an  unnecessary  publick 
Kzpence,  But  us  it  is  our  earnest  Wish  &  Intention  to  give  you  ail 
necessary  Aid  we  would  not  make  any  Alteratioi^g  in  the  old  system 
untill  we  are  informed  that  you  are  prepared  with  the  new.  In 
which  Purpose  we  request  you  to  resolve  us  wLether  your  Expecta- 
tions extend  to  any  farther  Purchases  by  the  8gent8,ft  at  what  Time 
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tbdr  aerfioei  mvj  be  dispeoMd  with.  We  must  at  the  same  Time 
infom  you  that  o«r  EzpectatioBS  from  the  sobsoriptioo  proposed  by 
the  House  as  a  Relief  aader  present  Diffioulties  has  not  answered 
our  Bxpeotations  so  MIy  as  we  expeeted  either  in  the  amonnt  of 
thesomor  the  Time  of  the  OolleotioD,  oar  Necessities  for  ammu- 
nition for  the  Frontiers,  the  feeding  the  Prisoners  &  disoharging  the 
Debts  eontraeted  for  Floor  during  the  session  of  the  Honse.  Ton 
will  favour  as  with  your  answer  as  soon  as  oonrenient,  many  Letters 
now  layipg  before  as  ananswered  tiir  we  are  acquainted  with  your 
Sentiments. 

In  the  mean  Time  we  hare  direoted  Mr.  Mor^fan*  to  prepare 
exaot  Betoms  of  the  Porehases  made  so  that  yoa  may  know  with 
Preoision  what  Progress  has  been  made  which  together  with  other 
necessary  Papers  adapted  to  the  Change  will  be  forwarded. 
I  am  Sir, 
Toot  obed.  &  HbUe.  Senr. 

July  8d,  1781, 


RoBBBT  Morris  Svp.  of  Finawcs  to  Prbs.  Rbsd,  1781. 

Philada.JaIy4,  1781. 
Sir, 

I  was  honoared  with  your  Ezoellencys  favour  of  yosterday,'|'  this 
morn'g  and  immediatly  take  an  oppt'y  to  acknowledge  it.  Pre- 
viously to  the  Resolutions  of  the  honourable  House  of  Assembly,  I 
saw  with  concern  that  the  Honblo  Council  could  not  procure  the  neces- 
sary supplies  with  the  Funds  appropriated  to  that  Service.  TLe 
resolutions  have  not  produced  and  indeed  could  not  have  been 
expected  to  produce  any  immediate  alteration  in  the  nature  of  those 
Funds.  I  knew  therefore  that  I  should  derive  no  immediate  ability 
(torn  them  but  as  I  conceived  other  measures  might  be  adopted  to 
answer  the  purposes  proposed  my  wish  to  releive  the  Government 
from  the  Pressure  of  its  Difficulties  induced  my  acceptance.  I  did 
this  with  a  firm  Reliance  on  the  assistance,  Support  and  Cooperation 
of  your  Excellency  and  the  Council,  &  it  gives  roe  Sincere  Pleasure 
to  find  in  your  Letter  that  this  Reliance  has  been  well  founded. 
I  have  already  Sir  taken  effectual  measures  to  furnish  some  of  those 
Supplies  which  may  be  wanted  on  the  part  of  the  Sute  beyond  its 
Limits,  having  procured  about  seven  thousand  Barrells  of  flour  to  be 
appropriated  to  the  United  States  on  the  part  of  Pensylvania,  and 
I  have  good  Hope  Ihat  with  the  assistance  you  have  been  pleased  to 
assure  me  of,  I  shall  succeed  to  every  necessary  Effect;  Measures 
will  be  taken  to  lessen  the  Consumption  within  the  State  and  to 
provide  for  snch  as  may  be  indispensible. 

*  See  Col.  Rec.,  YoL  XII.,  p.  779. 
t  See  DMira  244. 
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I  eannot  is  yet  Possibly  detennine  either  wh»t  Betrevohmenti 
oan  be  made  or  the  moment  when  eaoh  object  I  huve  in  View  otn  be 
aooomplishedy  but  I  thoroughly  agree  with  your  Ezoelleooy  in 
opinion  that  the  continuance  of  the  Commiflsaries  you  have  appoin« 
ted  beyond  the  Period  when  the  necessity  of  Ihm  Ser? ices  shall 
cease  would  be  an  unnecessary  Expcnce. 

I  shall  be  rery  happy  to  receive  the  Documents  which  you  have 
been  pleased  to  promise  me  and  on  my  Part  I  assars  yonr  Exeelly. 
I  will  take  up  the  Budness  as  fast  as  I  can  and  will  give  you 
immediate  notice  from  time  to  time  of  my  success  so  that  the  officers 
you  mention  may  be  released  from  their  Exertions.     < 

I  shall  be  happy  at  all  times  to  be  favoured  with  a  Communication 
of  the  sentiments  of  Council  on  this  and  every  other  subject  re- 
lating to  the  Publick  Service,  it  will  give  me  also  great  Pleasure  to 
be  able  in  any  instance  to  assist  their  operations.  The  situation  of 
our  Country  calls  for  the  United  Efforts  of  all  her  servants  and  it  is 
only  by  an  harmonious  Cooperation  of  all  that  she  can  receive  most 
perfect  assistance. 

I  take  the  Liberty  to  observe  to  your  Excellency  that  the  expec- 
tations of  the  Publick  from  the  measures  of  the  Honourable  House 
of  Assembly  can  only  be  answered  by  the  Vigorous  collection  of 
Taxes,  on  this  I  have  founded  my  Hopes  and  I  take  the  present 
early  opportunity  of  declaring  that  the  Merit  of  any  success  ought 
chiefly  to  be  attributed  to  those  who  shall  superintend  that  opera- 
tion. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
most  Respectfully,  your  Excellcncys, 

Very  obdt  &  hble.  Servt 
ROBT.  MORRIS 

8. 1,  of  Finances. 

His  Exeelly.  Jos.  Reed  Esqr.|  President  of  the  State  Ponnsylv'a. 


Col.  Aech'd  Lochry  to  Prks.  Rbbd,  1781, 

Twelve  Mile  Run,  Westmoreland  County,  July  4,  1781. 
May  it  Please  your  Excellency. 

I  was  Honored  with  your  Favour  by  Col»  Proctor,  and  find  my 
Clerk  has  made  a  mistake  in  sending  my  accompts  with  the  public 
to  the  Auditors  which  should  have  been  sent  to  your  Excellency, 
which  I  apprehend  must  have  occasioned  some  Reflections  on  Mo. 
I  have  now  sent,  my  accounts  from  the  20*'»  of  March  1780,  to  the 
20>k  of  March  1781.    I  have  called  on  Colonel  Cook  for  a  settlement 
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of  Hifl  aoooants  as  Sab  Lieat  bat  He  has  Evaded  rendering  me  any. 
ColoDel;  Campbell  ip  not  able  to  settle  as  he  has  held  two  Courts  of 
Appeal  and  is  not  able  to  collect  the  Fines,  nor  the  Commissioners 
hate  not  been  able  to  make  returns  of  the  Estates  of  Delinquents. 

Colonel  James.  Perry  Informs  me  He  has  settled  His  Aooompts 
when  last  in  Philadelphia,  and  Col*  Hays's  I  Enclose  with  my  own. 
The  Voneben  for  Hire  of  Express  as  charged  in  my  account  is 
Colonel  Broadhead's  Letters  which  I  left  in  the  Auditor's  Office  and 
if  wanted  may  be  had  of  the  Clerk. 

The  four  Month  Company  which  your  Excellency  ordered  me  to 
Baiae  I  had  Compleated  in  three  weeks  after. Receiving  my  Instmo- 
tion8|  and  Captain  Stokeley'a  Company  is  already  above  thirty  men 
strong  all  very  good  Men.  We  have  very  distressing  times  Here 
this  summer.  The  Enemy  are  almost  constantly  in  our  County 
SjUing  and  Captivating  the-  Inhabitants.  I  see  no  way  we  can 
have  of  defending  ourselves  other  than  by  offensive  operations. 
Geaenl  Clarke  has  Requested  our  assistanoe  to  Enable  him  to  carry 
an  Expedition  into  the  Indian  Country.  And  at  Colonel  HaysTi 
request  the-  Principle  People  of  this  County  held  a  meeting  when 
after  Consultation  came  to  a  conclusion  which  I  Enclose  to. your 
Bxoellency  and  would  be  Happy  in  having  your  approbation.  I 
Flatter  myself  that  with  the  Troops  now  raimd  together  with  what 
Yolunteers  and  Drafts  could  be  had  we  should  have  a  considerable 
Force  after  our  Harvest  is  secured. 

The  Oeneral's  objects  are  the  Shawneys,  Delawares  &  Wiandotts 
Countrys  in  Order  to  bring  them  to  a  General  Engagement  and  if 
Successful  He  makes  no  doubt  of  Reducing  these  three  Nations. 
Please  to  oblige  me  with  your  Excellency's  Instructions  by  this 
Express. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be. 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient 
And  very  Humble  Servant. 
A'  LOGHRY,  L.  W.  C 

N.  B.  If  any  Ballanoe  appears  due  to  me  after  deducting  £2471 
158.  Continental  Currency  which  I  fell  behind  in  settlement  with  tho 
AaditorS|  please  send  it  by  the  Bearer^  &c. 

A*  L. 

Public  Serviee. 
His  Excellency,  Joseph  Road,  Eaquire,  President  Supreme  Bxo- 
entive  Council,  Philadelphia. 
V  Express. 
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Spxakbr  ov  AsssmbIiT  to  Prbs.  Bbsd,  1T81. 

.Fhilad%Jiil7  4lh,178L 
Sir, 

I  am  Tery  sorrj  that  your  Ezoellenej  &  Ooondl  hare  sot  jat 
reoeived  the  Money  neoeasary  to  answer  Oalla  of  the  most  important 
k  indispensable  kind,  &  tha  more  so  as  M'  Rittonhome  haa  not 
obtained  a  greater  sum  than  jf  686.  ;*  but  at  the  same  Time  I  most 
beg  leaTe  to  inform  year  Excellenoy  that  as  an  Individnai  I  have 
done  every  thing  in  my  Power  to  promote  the  good  Intentions  of  the 
House.  Whatever  the  opinion  of  the  Hoose  may  have  been  I  am 
hnmbly  of  Opinion  that  the  main  Part  of  the  Business  was  pnt  into 
the  Hands  of  the  State  Treasurer,  altho'  the  House  in  general  agreed 
that  they  would  assist  the  Trassnrer  in  prooariag  the  Loan,  k 
appointed  the  Oity  Members  tooether  with  M'  Gray,  M'  Hilly  Mr 
Hayes,  M'  Wynkoop,  M'  Bird,  M'  Mifflin,  M'  Slough  M'  Donoaa  k 
M'  M'Clean  a  speoial  Comittee  for  that  Purpose.  This  being  done 
some  Days  before  the  House  hrtko  up,  it  was  impossiUa  for  ma  to 
attend  personally  to  the  Business,  but  I  was  informed  by  some  meaa- 
bers  of  the  Oomittee  before  the  House  acyourned  that  the  Treasurer 
had  requested  some  Gentlemen  in  the  diflferent  wards  of  the  City  to 
go  round  with  the  Subsoription  Paper  k  that  there  was  already  about 
£2000  subscribed.  How  far  that  may  be  the  Case,  k  what  Snnw 
may  probably  be  obtained  I  am  not  able  to  judge  bat  if  I  stand 
rightly  informed  the  Gentlemen  who  have  subscribed  are  ready  ta 
pay  their  respective  sums  whenever  called  upon.  The  Treaanrer  who 
by  the  Directions  of  the  House  is  at  the  Head  of  the  Business^  k 
perhaps  the  other  Oity  Members,  who  have  had  more  Time  k  oppor- 
tunity to  attend  to  it  than  myself  will  no  Doubt  be  able  to  sive  your 
Ezcelleaoy  every  necessary  information  on  that  Head.  The  State 
of  my  Health  &  other  Circumstances  oblige  me  to  leave  the  City  for 
some  Time,  but  I  make  no  Doubt  the  City  Members  &  the  other 
Gent*  appointed  for  that  Purpose  will  use  every  ExcrtioUi  to  promote 
the  Subscriptions  &  obtain  the  Sums  necessary. 
I  have  the  Honour  to  be  Sir, 
Tour  Excellency's 
most  obedient  k  most  humble  serv*. 

FRED'K  A.  MUHLEN3£Ba. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellenoy,  Joseph  Beed|  Esq.,  President  of  the  State  of  Pen- 
silvania. 

Indorsedj 

July  4th,  1781.    From  Honble  F*'  A.  Muhlenberg,  Esq.,  Speaker 
of  the  Gen*  Assembly. 

*  See  page  18. 
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Lt.  Col.  Wh.  Coats  to  Prbs.  Bbed,  1781. 

To  the  Hon'bUy  the  Supreme  Execative  Counoil  of  the  State  of 

FeDDsylTania. 
Qentlemeii| 

Agreeable  to  the  Resplve  of  Counoil  of  15th  June  lasty  the  Lieu- 
tenant of  the  County  of  Philadelphia  begs  leave  to  report  that  in 
Consequence  of  the  orders  contained  in  said  Resolve,  the  Qentlemeu 
Composing  the  Troop  of  Light  Dragoons,  belonging  to  said  County, 
was  duly  Noticed  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  March  at  a  short 
Notice,  and  Agreeable  to  Notice  given  the  Troop,  Assembled  together 
at  Flower  Town,  in  said  County,  on  Monday,  the|25th  of  June,  when 
the  Lieutenant  had  the  Satis&ction  to  find  the  Troop  in  General 
well  mounted  and  Equipt 

I  have  the  Honor  to  remain  the  Coundls 
Most  Obed^  Humble  servt., 

W-  COATS,  Lieut.  C.  P. 
PhihMia.,July5,178L 


Pres.  Reed  to  Rgbebt  Morris,  S.  of  F.  &c.,  17B1. 


V 


Sir, 

We  dulv  received .  your  Favour  of  the  4th  Inst.,  &  are  happy  to 
find  your  Prospects  of  Supplies  so  encouraging.  Since  that  time  we 
have  received  a  Letter  from  the  (}  Master  Gen*  on  the  Subject  of 
transportation  of  Provisions,  which  we  apprehend  will  naturally  fall 
within  your  System.  But  at  the  same  time  we  find  ourselves  much 
embarassed  to  answer  the  several  Letters  &  Requisitions  now  before 
na.  Upon  an  attentive  Perusal  of  the  Resolves  of  the  House,  ft  your 
Letter  following  them,  it  appears  to  us  that  the  Council  were  imme- 
diately exonerated  from  the  Duty  before  imposed  on  them,  of  fur- 
nishing the  Supplies.  This  was  indeed  the  natural  Consequences  of 
putting  all  the  Money  in  the  Treasury  under  one  Disposition.  We  are 
fully  sensible  that  an  instant  Transfer  of  the  Business  was  impracti- 
cable, but  it  is  equally  so  for  us  to  continue  it  without  even  Paper 
Money.  We  have,  therefore,  directed  Col.  Morgan  to  make  up  as 
soon  as  possible,  a  complete  return  of  the  Supplies  furnished  under 
the  Requisition  of  Nov.  4,  ft  all  other  Documents  by  which  you  may 
be  enabled  to  determine  the  present  State  of  the  Business.  We 
have  also  desired  him  to  write  to  the  several  Commissioners  in  the 
Counties  to  render  returns  to  the  20  Inst.,  by  which  Time  we  trust 
their  further  Services  may  be  dispenced  with.  We  cannot  doubt 
this  arrangement  will  be  agreeable  to  you,  as  it  will  prevent  improper 


PBSrNSFLTANIA  ABCHITES  1781.  251 

Interferenoes,  k  will  relieve  as  from  our  present  awkward  SitoatioDi 
ia  whioh  we  are  respoDsible  for  the  Reqaisition,  without  either  Means 
or  proper  Authority  to  comply  with  it.  We  have  taken  every 
Measure  in  our  Power  to  forward  the  Golleotion  of  TazeS|  being 
folly  aensiblOy  with  yon^  of  its  Importance  &  Necessity. 
I  am  Sir, 

With  mnoh  Consideration  &  Esteem^ 
Your  Obed.,  H'ble  Servt., 
Robt  Morris,  Esq., Superintend*  of  Finances  of  the  United  States. 
Jndaned,  July  6^  '81. 


Circular— Robert  Morris,  S.  L  of  Finance,  1781. 

(Circular  Letter.) 

Philadelphia,  July  6th,  1781. 
Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  honor  of  enclosing  Copy  of  an  Act  of  Conffress, 
28th  June,  1781,  from  which  your  Excellency  will  perceive  that  I 
am  directed  to  press  a  Compliance  with  the  several  requisitions  of 
Congress  upon  your  State.  Immediaiely  upon  the  receipt  of  this 
Resolution  J  wrote  to  the  Treasury  Board,  The  Comms''  General 
and  Quarter  Master  General  for  Returns,  by  which  to  determine  the 
^aevcrai  Balances  Due.  Whenever  I  shall  have  received  them  I 
will  do  myself  the  honour  of  addressing  your  Ezoelloncy  again  on 
the  subject,  and  am  to  pray  that  in  the  Interim  measures  may  bo 
taken  within  your  State  to  comply  with  these  several  requisitions  as 
far  as  they  may  hitherto  have  been  uncom plied  with.  The  object 
of  my  present  Letter  is  to  five  you  early  notice  of  that  Resolution, 
and  further  to  inform  you  that  as  the  Balance  of  these  Requisitions 
is  the  only  Fnnd  from  which  the  Expenditures  of  the  Campaign  are 
to  be  draw,  I  must  Urge  the  most  Speedy  and  punctual  oompliaace 
on  the  part  of  the  several  States.  Your  Excellency's  Good  Sense 
will  render  it  unnecessary  for  me  to  dwell  on  this  Subject,  and  your 
regard  for  the  Publiok  Interest  will,  I  am  Confident,  interest  you 
most  deeply  in  the  facilitating  a  Compliance  with  this  essential 
demand. 

With  the  greatest  Respect, 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be. 

Your  Excellency's  Most  Ob'  H.  Servt., 

ROB«  MORRIS,  S.  L  of  Finance.*   . 
His  ExceUenoy,  the  President  of  the  Supren.e  E.  Cinnoil,  of 
Pjfiiiajlvania. 

»  See  Col.  Rao.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  7W. 
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ClBOULAB  OF  COVGBB8S,   1781. 

By  ihe  United  SUtes^  in  OoDgreai  aMMnUed, 

Jane  28th|  1781. 
Ordered, 

That  the  Saperintendant  of  Finanoe  be  famished  with  an  aocoant 
of  the  several  Reqaisitions  of  Money  &  Supplies  from  the  States, 
And  that  he  take  measure  for  calling  upon  them|  and  prening  a 
Compliance  with  the  said  requisition. 

That  he  Order  such  Sums  of  Money  into  the  hands  of  the  Qaarter 
Master  General  and  the  Commissary  of  Military  Stores,  as  upon 
Consultation,  as  aforesaid,  may  be  necessary  for  eiecating  the  duties 
required  of  them  Bespeetively. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

Copy. 

CHA-  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 


H.  Osborne  to  Pres.  Reed,  1781. 

Sir, 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  Counoil  of  the  8d  inst,  I  prooeedod  to 
Hoff  Island  on  the  4th,  and  Delivered  possession  of  the  lands  in  yonr 
Order  mentioned,  to  Mr.  Samuel  Culdwell,  in  the  preaenoe  of  Mr. ' 
John  Dunlap  and  Mr.  John  CaldwelL 
I  have  the  Honour  to  be, 

Tour  Ezo}*  most  obt , 

and  Very  H'ble  Servt., 

H.  OSBORNE. 
PhUadelphia,  July  6th,  1781. 


Col.  Adam  Hubley  to  Pres.  Reed,  1781. 

Lancaster,  JuJy  6**,  1781. 
Sir, 

I  have  after  encountering  almost  every  Diffiealty  (generally 
attending  militia,)  conceivable,  only  this  Day  compleated  the  several 
Guards,  ordered  by  the  Uon^  Counoil  as  to  number — arms  for  the 
whole  I  have  not,  nor  do  I  know  where  to  get  them,  searches  thro' 
County  lor  the  purpose  of  collecting  them  have  been  made  bat  with 
little  success.  My  apprehentions  ^th  respect  to  the  Coontry 
militia  were  I  find  too  justly  grounded. 
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To  fimtiBli  130  men  which  sre  barely  a  raffieient  Onard  ooarid- 
ering  oar  aitaation  A  great  charge  at  this,  place,  and  120  men  (br 
the  pvrpoee  of  eondaoting  the  Cooventioii  Troops  &  sailors  to  Tork 
ft  Philad%  I  have  been  obliged  to  begin  with  the  2^  Class  of  the 
4^  Batallion  who  come  next  in  course  of  duty  and  go  on  in  the 
nnmerical  order  to  the  3^  Class  in  the  8^  Batallion  the  whole  of 
which  scarcely  amount  to  the  number  required,  some  BatalHona 
famish  but  from  six  to  twelve  men.  Excepting  Lancaster  &  Lebanon 
Batallions  none  exceed  25  men.  However  I  have  not  been  disap 
pointed  in  my  expectations,  the  season  of  the  year  pleads  strongly 
in  their  ikvoar,  shall  therefore  think  nothing  of  our  extraordinary 
trouble  which  I  assnre  you  is  almost  beyoud  conception.  I  have 
ordered  the  Sub-Lieutenants  to  proceed  immediately  to  the  Collecdng 
of  the  fines  and  no  pains  or  trouble  shall  be  wanting  on  my  part  to 
expedite  this  necessary  business. 

Some  Difficulties  with  respect  to  the  pay  of  the  officers  in  actual 
service  have  arisen  k  The  Law  says  <<  that  all  Comiss'd  officers 
shall  over  and  above  the  pay  establish' d  from  time  to  time  by  the 
Hon'ble  Congress,  reoeive  the  same  Bounty  which  a  private  shall 
receive,"  the  late  regulations  in  hard  money  creates  the  difficulty. 
Your  Excellency  &  the  Qon'ble  Council  will  be  so  obliging  as  to 
let  me  know  the  daily  pay  of  the  officers  &  privates  after  compleatiDg 
their  tour  of  Duty. 

Another  difficulty  with  respect  to  the  Trial  &  punishing  of  officers 
k  Privates  by  Courts-martial  has  been  started  by  the  officers,  The 
Law  says  in  Sect.  37,  ^'  that  the  militia  whilst  in  actual  scrviee  of 
the  United  states  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  rules  and  regulations 
of  the  Federal  Army. 

In  Sect  60*^  &  Article  9«^  no  Peually  shall  be  inflicted  at  the 
discretion  of  a  Court-martial  other  than  degrading^  fining  or  Cashiring. 

I  have  given  my  oppinion  which  is  that  the  militia  when  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States  ought  agreeable  to  Law  so  far  as  relates 
to  punishment  be  subject  to  the  rules  k  Articles  of  war  of  the 
Foederal  Army,  that  the  latter  article  only  would  hold  good  were 
militia  misbehaved  &c,  on  Exercise  &  field  Days  and  when  they  are 
not  in  the  Actual  service  of  the  United  States. 

Your  Excellency's  oppinion  in  these  several  matters  will  be  highly 
necessary.  I  would  also  wish  to  know  weather  the  Constitution  of 
a  Court-martial  by  me  as  Lieutenant  of  the  County  is  legal  and  if 
so  wheather  in  the  absence  of  the  Commander-in-chief  or  Brigadier 
I  can  approove  or  Dtsapproove  of  their  proceedings. 

Inclosed  I  transmit  agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  Hon'ble  Council 
a  retam  of  the  state  of  the  militia  Cavalry  of  the  County  of  Lan- 
caster a  verv  considerable  volunteer  Corps  of  Cavalry  might  be 
railed,  provided  they  could  be  furnish'd  with  the  necessary  articles 
and  be  exempt  frotn  the  Classes  in  which  they  are  respectively 
inrolled,  I  should  be  glad  Coirocil  would  give  me  some  information 
on  this  head 
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On  the  9^  insUnt  I  set  oat  for  Cox's  town  (the  plaee  of  rende- 
Touie  appointed,)  for  the  purpose  of  mastering  &  embodying  the 
Detachment  of  50  men,  ordered  for  Northumberland  the  9*^  &  10^ 
Batallions  (from  Hanover  and  Paiton,)  who  eome  next  in  oourse  of 
Duty  furnish  those  men.  I  dread  the  meeting  of  those  people  as  I 
hare  neither  ArmSi  Acooatrements  nor  Knapsacks  to  put  in  their 
hands. 

I  am  informed  Major  Wirts  has  resigned  his  office  as  Town  Major 
that  it  was  said  no  other  appointment  was  necessary  and  that  I 
resided  in  the  Town  and  theref(M«  might  transact  the  bosiness,  I  am 
ever  ready  to  do  every  thing  in  my  power  to  serve  the  public  and 
particularly  any  thing  that  is  recommended  by  year  Exoellenoy  & 
the  Honl.  Council,  at  the  same  time  I  am  perfectly  convinc'd  Council 
would  not  wish  to  load  me  with  a  disproportion  of  Poblic  bnainess 
were  it  can  be  avoided.  I  beg  leave  to  infcMrm  Council  that  the 
aitnation  of  this  town  is  such  as  absolutely  to  demand  the  closest  atten- 
tion and  if  they  wished  I  should  take  it  upon  roe  (at  present  for  the 
want  of  such  a  person  I  am  obliged  to  act  untill  I  can  hear  from,)  I 
should  expect  some  recompense  for  my  trouble;  I  hope  your 
Bxcellency  and  the  Hon'ble  Council  will  take  this  matter  into  oon- 
sidoration  and  give  some  order  thereupon^ 

It  may  perhaps  be  a  matter  that  does  not  so  immediately  oome 
before  Council  but  that  the  Board  of  War  should  have  the  Direction 
of  it,  if  so  I  think  it  highly  necessary  that  they  should  ma^  aome 
appointment  as  unless  I  have  a  proper  appointment  shall  decline 
acting. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  every  respect  and  esteem  yoor  Ezc^ 
most  ob'  hum.  ServS 

AD-  HUBLEY,  I>  1>  C'. 

Col.  Lbwis  Nicola,  to  Pres.  Reed,  1781. 

To  His  Excellency  the  President  &  Hon'le  Executive  Connoil. 
Gentlemen, 

Expecting  to  depart  very  shortly  from  this  city  I  request  your 
acceptance  of  my  respectful  thanks  for  the  many  favours  conferred 
on  mo  &  until  it  is  ascertained  whether  I  can  in  a  reasonable  time 
return  to  my  duties  under  the  State  your  permission  to  appoint  Cap* 
M^'Connel  of  the  Invalid  reg^  to  act  as  Town  Major. 

Cap^  Cooper  whose  resideuce  in  the  barracks  enables  him  to  fulfill 
the  duties  better  than  Cap.  M^'Connel  to  be  Inspector  of  the 
barracks. 

These  Gentlemen  will  have  the  use  of  my  office  &  a  derk  venod 
in  the  business.'*' 

•  In  consequence  of  an  order  from  you  I  have  supplied  scantling 
out  of  the  barracks  store  to  the  Board  of  war  an  account  of  whidi  id 
annexed  with  M'  Thomas  Neville  evaluation. 

«  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  780. 
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Tliere  is  some  forfeited  prise  money  yet  not  aeoonnted  for,  I  hsre 
paft  it  into  the  hands  of  the  Attorney  general  &  famished  him  with 
all  the  information  in  my  power. 

His  Exoelleney  Thomas  Wharton  Pros*  ft  the  Connoil  favoured 
me  with  the  use  of  some  military  books  belonging  to  the  State  whieh 
I  now  return,  also  a  chart  of  the  river  near  Mud  Island.^ 

I  have  settled  all  my  recruiting  accounts  with  the  Auditors  of  the 
State  except  for  one  thousand  pounds  rec^  from  M'  Rittenhouse  for 
recniiiing  on  the  new  plan  ;€9  15  0  received  from  two  Invalids  of 
the  Pensylvaaia  line  for  their  discharges  &  £38  7  6  rec'  for  forfeited 

rise  money,  these  sums  I  shall  account  for  with  auditors  as  soon  as 
reoeive  a  receipt  for  the  enlistments  now  given  in. 
Permit  me  to  assure  you  that  I  am  with  respect 

Gentlemen  your  most  obed*  Serv*, 

LEWIS  NICOLA.  Col.  Inv. 
Bttmoks,  6^  July,  1781. 


PrIS.  RbED  to  ObN.  WASHINaTON,   1781. 

Philad.,July    1781. 
Sir, 

I  am  to  acknowledge  your  Excell'*  Favours  of  the  ft  ,  the 
former  would  not  have  remained  so  long  unanswered  but  that  we 
waited  to  have  the  full  Result  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Assembly 
so  as  to  give  the  most  satisfactory  Ace*  of  our  Prospects  ft  Expecta- 
tions. We  have  now  to  acquaint  your  ExcelFy  that  agreeable  to 
the  inclosed  Resolutions  Rob*  Morris,  Esq',  has  taken  upon  him  the 
Procurement  of  the  Supplies  of  this  State,  the  Money  appropriated 
for  this  Purpose  having  been  put  under  his  entire  Direction  ft  Man- 
agement. An  Arrangement  which  is  very  acceptable  to  us  as 
prombing  more  Certainty  ft  Oeconomy,  ft  relieving  us  from  a  Dutv 
whieh  could  not  be  performed  without  being  better  provided  with 
the  Means  of  Purchase  than  we  have  been  for  many  Months  past. 
We  have  directed  our  Purchasers  to  close  their  Returns  on  the  20th 
Inst.,  by  which  Time  we  expect  their  Services  will  be  unncoossory  ft 
their  Interference  improper,  as  Mr.  Morris  will  have  the  entire  Di- 
rection ft  Responsibility.  So  far  as  our  Assistance  ft  Cooperation 
may  be  necessary  we  shall  cheerfully  give  it,  having  no  Object  more 
at  lleart  than  the  Establishment  of  a  permanent  System  which  shall 
ensure  oonstant  ft  regular  Supplies. 

Soon  after  we  receive'd  your  Bzcelly's  Favour  of  the  ,  Lt.  Col. 
Forrest  sent  as  a  Return  of  the  Officers  of  the  Artill^  RegimS  signed 
by  him  as  Commander  of  the  Regim',  late  Proctor's,  by  which  it 

*  Not  found.    What  chart  was  it? 
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•Iipeared  there  was  a  Yaeanoy  of  tbe  Majority  of  Ae  Be^ment  ft  a 
Note  at  Bottom  that  Major  £iiatia  &  Captoin  Simmonda  haTiog  been 
irregolarlj  introduced,  they  were  not  oonaidered  as  OfBoera  of  that 
Jt^m*.  On  the  same  ]>ay  Capt.  Porter  made  an  Applioation  for 
the  Appointm^  of  Major.  As  these  Measnres  supposed  the  Resolve 
of  Congress  of  the  25th  May  to  be  retrospective  ft  to  differ  very  mar 
terially  from  the  Sense  of  your  Exceirys  Letter  of  the  ,  we  thought 
proper  to  remit  the  Betum  ft  to  decline  CapL  Porter's  Applioatioa 
vntill  it  should  receive  your  fixoeirys  Approbation.  Gol.  Canringtoo, 
we  believe,  is  in  Virginia — we  have  not  heard  from:  him  since  his 
Accession  to  this  Command. 

We  are  obliged  to  your  Ezoeiry  for  the  Information  reapecting 
Mr.  Bigham,  who  has  refused  to  give  us  any  Account  of  the  Money, 
ft  the  whole  will  now  probably  be  lost.  We  are  at  a  Loss  to  know 
upon  what  Principle  an  Application  for  Restoration  of  his  Rank 
could  be  founded,  but  are  clearly  of  Opinion  your  Excell'ys  Deter- 
mination thereupon  was  most  ^vourable  to  the  publidc  intereats, 
which  we  apprehend  will  be  effectually  served  by  a  Punctuality  ft 
Fidelity  in  pecuniary  Transactions.  We  should  be  farther  obliged 
to  your  EzceH'y  to  direct  a  Copy  of  the  Proceedings  of  this  Court 
Martial  to  be  forwarded  by  the  proper  Officer,  it  being  necessary  to 
account  for  the  Deficiency  occasioned  by  this  Embeszlement 

We  are  anxious  to  comply  with  your  ExceU'ys  Request  as  to  the 
Rifle  Corps — Gen.  St.  Clair,  with  the  Assistance  of  Major  Parr,  has 
pointed  out  a  Number  of  retiring  Officers  to  be  employed.  It  seems 
granted  on  all  Hands  that  a  Bounty  in  hard  Money  ft  some  Advance 
will  be  necessary — unfortunately  our  treasury  possesses  no  Coin  of 
this  Kind,  ft  from  the  late  Tryal  of  the  Assembly  to  gat  a  Loan, 
;e20,000  of  which  they  only  got  £2500,  ft  of  which  bat  half  is  yet 
paid,  we  doubt  our  Ability  to  complete  the  Business.  However  we 
have  mode  the  Attempt  by  Way  of  Subscription,  fonnded  on  a 
strong  Representation  of  the  Importance  of  the  Servioa  &  will  do 
every  Thing  in  our  Power  to  complete  the  Business. 

Indorsed, 
July  7,  1781. 


Petition  from  Tore  for  Clerk  of  Market,  1781. 

Oentlemen : 

So  long  ago  as  the  18th  Day  of  October,  1775,  [7]  there  was  a 
Charter  g:  anted  by  a  late  Qovemor  to  hold  markets  in  this  Town 
of  York. 

There  have  been  several  Clerks  appointed  formerly,  but  we  arc 
now  without  any. 
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Upon  a  Yiew  of  affaira  at  this  Time,  we  think  it  will  oondaee 
mwtk  to  the  Interest  of  the  iDhabitanta  of  this  Plsee,  to  have  a 
Fenoii  appointed  to  fill  the  office  of  Clerk  of  the  Market  of  York 
TowDi  and  beg  Leave  to  recommend  Mr.  John  Ebrman  for  that* 
Purpose. 

We  are,  ^tlemen, 

with  groat  Respect, 

joar  most  obed^  humble  Servts., 

W-  SCOTT, 
JAMES  SMITH, 
W-  BAILEY, 
H'  MILLKR, 
ARCH*  M'CLEAN, 
JACOB  ROTTNOCK, 
TUOS.  HARTLEY. 
York,  Joly  the  7th,  1781. 
JHTcctcdf 

To  His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Gcrmmon- 
wealth  of  Pennsjlvania. 


RoBBBT  Levers  to  Pees.  Reed,  1781. 

Easton,  July  8'*,  1781. 
St. 

Yesterday,  at  an  appeal  held  at  Jonas  HartzelFs,  Esq',  I  had  the 
Honor  to  reoei?e  from  yonr  Excellency  in  Council,  dated  the  28*^ 
Jane  last,  Instroetions  relative  to  the  Collection  of  the  Old  Fines, 
and  to  the  expedition  necessary  to  be  nsed  in  the  Collection  of  Fines 
on  the  future  calling  of  the  Militia,  to  which  I  have  already  paid  a 
panicolar  attention. 

A  Letter  I  have  received  from  Col.  David  Desbler,  Com'  of  Pnr- 
chases  yesterday,  a  Copy  of  which  is  enclosed,  has  filled  me  with  appre- 
henrions  respecting  a  Want  of  Provisions  for  the  Militia,  that  I  think 
it  my  daty  to  loose  no  time  in  communicating  the  Contents  to  your 
Kxcelleiiey  and  the  Supreme  Executive  Council. 

Jaoob  Brinker,  whose  daughter  was  the  Wife  of  George  Leme, 
Two  of  the  late  unhappy  Victims  slain  by  the  Indians,  was  with 
ne  last  ETcning,  with  young  John  Leme,  who  killed  and  scalped  an 
Indian  aooo  after  his  Father  was  shot,  desiring  a  small  Party  of 
nen  might  be  posted  at  the  place  of  his  late  Father  deceased,  for  the 
PtotectioD'  of  his  Crop  and  of  his  mother  k  younger  Brethren — 
Upon  what  occasion  I  know  not,  but  Leme  tells  me,  that  a  few  men 
were  posted  at  one  Jaeob  Lawis  [?]  about  a  mile  &  a  half  within 
Lemea'.  Here  a  Regard  to  Tmth,  and  a  Comroisseration  of  this 
unhappy  Family,  eonstrain  me  to  reveal  to  Council  what  has  long 
lain  OB  mj  mind  with  deep  Concern ;  it  is  in  the  Lino  of  my  doty 
now;  befoity  I  apprehended  if  1  interfered  some  Persons  in  the 
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Gonnly  mighr  have  given  an  ungenerous  Gonstmetion  to  my  good 
design.  These  Families,  there  is  too  much  reason  to  feari  havo 
unhappily  fell  a  Sacrifice  to  malicious  Resentment ; — Frequent  appli* 
oation  had  been  made  to  Col.  Strowd  for  a  Guard,  by  the  kte 
unhappy  John  Lerne,  whose  Place  is  so  situated  that  it  is  certainly 
a  proper  Post,  and  he  was  as  often  refused ;  and,  as  the  deceased 
some  time  past  told  me  himself,  because  Col.  Strowd  asserted  he  was 
a  Tory,  and  he  only  wanted  men  there  to  have  them  destroyed,  and 
on  which  Account  John  Lerne,  in  his  Life  Time,  brought  an  action 
of  Slander  against  Col.  Strowd.  On  the  30^  June,  when  Col. 
Chambers  was  with  me,  he  produced  to  me  a  Paper  directed  to  him, 
&  delivered  as  he  said,  by  one  M'  Denis  [?]  to  him ;  the  Paper  contains 
a  Number  of  Charges  againsl  Col.  Strowd,  and  I  have  taken  the 
Liberty  to  enclose  a  Copy ;  and  I  was  desired  to  put  Col.  Strowd 
under  Arrest.  It  occasioned  me  much  Uneasiness  of  mind,  and  I  de- 
clined the  matter,  telling  Col.  Chambers  1  was  young  in  offioej  the 
Military  duty  never  having  engaged  much  of  my  Thoughts }  and 
that  as  .it  was  well  known  I  had  an  unfavorable  Opinion  of  Col. 
Strowd,  which  however  well  grounded,  my  Interference  at  such  a 
time  might  rather  be  injurious,  and  frustrate  my  design,  which  was 
rather  to  cement  different  Parties,  than  divide;  nevertheless,  I 
would  take  a  Copy  of  them,  and  if  upon  strict  Enquiry,  I  should  find 
the  Charges  well  grounded,  1  would  transmit  them  to  your  Eioel- 
lency  and  sollicit  advice  and  Instructions  from  you  on  matters  of 
that  Nature.  What  has  since  happened,  has  made  me  conceive  it  to 
be  my  duty  to  represent  the  Whole  to  Council  without  Reserve. 

From  the  Account  I  have  received  from  young  John  Lemei  the 
Indian  attack  was  thus  : — his  Brother  George  was  mowing  Grass  in 
a  meadow  where  he  was  attacked;  upon  endeavoring  to  make  to  the 
House,  his  Retreat  was  cut  off  and  he  killed  &  scalped.  The  old 
man  with  his  Son  John  were  in  a  Rye  Field,  and  attacked  by  Two 
Indians,  who  both  fired ;  John  Lerne  the  Elder  having  first  fired, 
but  missed,  he  was  shot  and  began  to  run ;  his  Son  escaped,  and 
whilst  he  was  watching  the  Fate  of  his  Father,  the  Two  Indians  run- 
ning after  him  to  scalp  him,  Young  Lerne  saw  another  in  the  Rye, 
with  his  Head  down  as  if  he  was  doing  something  to  his  Rifle,  upon 
which  Lerne  immediately  fired  &  shot  him  through  the  Head,  but 
dared  not  venture  to  scalp  him  at  that  time.  He  thinks  he  could 
have  shot  another  of  the  Indians  after  he  had  loaded,  but  his  Weak- 
ness of  Body  being  such  that  he  could  not  make  his  Escape  if  he 
should  have  missed,  he  judged,  as  his  Father  &  Brother  were  killed, 
it  was  best  to  secure  himself.  He  says  had  there  been  Four  or  Five 
Persons  then  present,  beside  the  Family,  all  the  Indiana  must 
inevitably  have  fallen  into  their  Hands — From  every  Circumstance 
it  appears  there  wore  but  Four.  The  Indian  he  killed  was  of  those 
who  formerly  lived  at  Chemung,  named  Edsky,  but  about  Five  yean 
ago  gave  himself  the  name  of  Jacob  Strowd.  His  Brother'^eorge'i 
Wife  and  Child  were  taken  &  carried  off  by  the  IndianS|  with  some 
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moDder,  the  Hooae,  fto",  not  destroyed — and  after  the  Prisonen 
were  taken  some  diatance  were  both  killed.  That  upon  Gol.  Strowd'a 
oomiDg  np  with  a  Partj,  the  Indians  were  parsned  to  the  fidge  of 
the  Great  Swamp;  and  upon  ono  of  the  Party's  going  into  the 
Swamp  k  whistling  in  the  Indian  Fashion,  he  was  answered  by  the 
Indians,  and  by  the  Sound  at  a  very  small  distance,  it  is  imagined 
the  Indians  supposed  it  to  be  their  Comrade  that  Jjerne  bad  killed 
— ^Bat  it  is  said  the  Party  Gol.  Stroud  bad  the  Command  of,  bad  taken 
out  a  Ten  Gallon  Keg  of  Whiskey,  and  some  of  them  had  become 
80  intoxicated  with  Liquor,  and  began  to  whistle,  hoop  ft  halloo, 
that  they  might  have  been  heard  a  mile,  by  which  unhappy  Accident 
the  Indians  were  alarmed,  when  they  had  collected  wood  to  make  a 
Fire,  and  went  off  in  a  great  Fright,  leaving  their  Plunder,  besidea 
other  matters  of  their  own,  behind  them.  It  is  generally  conjeo- 
tured  old  John  Lerne  wounded  one  of  the  Indians,  and  that  he 
died  somewhere  of  his  Wounds ;  because  Two  Indian  Tracks  were 
only  seen  on  their  Betreat. — Young  Lerne  tells  me  a  strange  Cir- 
enmstance  of  Col.  Strowd's  Conduct,  which  I  have  heard  from  others, 
and  is  difficult  to  be  accounted  for — That  after  having  marched  some 
distance  with  his  Party  on  the  Pursuit  along  the  Indian  Track,  and 
had  passed  the  Place  where  the  Woman  &  Child  had  been  killed, 
he  ioat  hia  Party,  and  was  afterwards  found  on  the  Road  leading  from 
his  House  to  Wyoming,  (about  Four  miK  s,  supposed  to  be  acroes  from 
the  Indian  Track  pursued,)  by  a  Party  that  bad  come  out  to 
strengthen  him,  and  had  reached  Lemes'  after  he  and  bis  Party  had 
marched  about  two  Hours ;  with  which  latter  Party  he  returned  ft 
prooeeded  to  the  Great  Swamp.  The  Two  Companies  is  said  to  have 
been  about  Fifty  men.  I  cannot  iay  how  far  this  Report  is  to  be 
depended  on,  aa  I  have  heard  nothing  from  Col.  Chambers;  but  it 
appears  of  too  aedoua  a  nature  not  to  mention  it  to  Council.  I  have 
the  Honor  to  be,  Sir, 

your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  Servant, 

ROBERT  LEVERS. 

His  Exeellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  President  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council. 

Extract  of  n  Letter  from  Col.  Jacob  Strowd,  dated  at  Fort  PenUi 
July  the  4**,  1781. 

Sir, 

I  arrived  home  last  Evening  from  the  Scout  after  the  Indians. 
John  I^me  and  George  Lerne  ft  his  Wife  ft  child  are  killed  ft 
aealped,  and  John  Lerne,  Jun',  has  shot  ft  killed  an  Indian.  On 
Tneid«y  about  Eleven  o'clock,  I  received  the  alarm,  and  I  collected 
as  many  men  ai  I  could  in  haste,  and  got  Lernes  and  started  from 
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thence  abont  three  o'dlobk,  and  followed  their  Trade  till  dark  night, 
and  found  that  they  had  entered  into  the  Great  Swamp ;  and  it 
beinff  dark,  we  eonld  not  follow  the  Traok,  and  ao  we  marohed  to  a 
Mnafl  distanee  from  the  Swamp;  and  there  lay  till  morning,  and 
started  after  them  again  on  the  Tracks  as  aoon  as  it  waa 
Ittht;  and  we  found  the  Plaoe  where  they  had  stopped  that  night, 
tSont  two  or  three  hundred  yards  in  the  Swamp,  among  the  Laurel 
&  Thicket  and  it  seems  they  diacovered  ua  after  them,  and  they 
started  from  thence,  and  left  two  Horaes  they  had  taken  from  Ocorge 
I^me,  and  one  scalp  which  they  had  taken  off  John  Leme,  &  sundry 
Plnnder  they  had  taken  from  them ;  and  of  their  own,  one  Blanket, 
Four  matchooats,  one  Hoppice,  one  Fur  cap,  and  aundry  other  articles. 
But  they  getting  in  the  Swamp  &  leaving  the  Horaea,  we  could  not 
make  out  to  follow  their  Tracks,  aa  they  scattered  &  turned  so  much 
among  the  Laurel  and  Logs  and  Thickets,  that  we  were  obliged  to 
quit  the  Pursuit. 

a  true  Copy.  ROBERT  LEVERS. 


Delegates  of  Yibqa.  in  Congress  to  Pbes.  Reed,  1781 

• 

The  underwriten  the  Delegates  attending  in  Congress  from  tho 
Commonwealth  of  Virffinia  beg  leave  to  communicate  to  the  supreme 
Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  the  Infor- 
mation they  have  received  from  George  Nicolaon  an  agent  from  the 
State  of  Virginia  now  in  this  City. 

<*  That  an  attachment  granted  by  a  magistrate  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia  hath  been  levied  on  fifteen  Bales  of  merchandise  impor- 
ted in  the  ahip  Franklin,  the  property  of  the  State  of  Virginia  and  in 
the  possession  of  messr.  Butler  &  Mifflin,  who  havi^been  summoned 
to  appear  and  answer  as  Garnishees,  a  Copy  of  the  attachment  and 
Sheriffs  Return  of  the  Execution  thereof  is  hereunto  i^inexed.  That 
these  Goods  are  for  Cloathing  the  Troops  of  the  State  in  the  Con- 
tinental army  and  were  shipped  on  Board  the  Franklin  by  Mr.  P. 
Penet  merchant  in  France,  and  addressed  to  the  care  of  Mr.  Robert 
Morris  for  the  use  of  the  commonwealth  of  Virginia,  as  by  the  Bill 
of  Loading  and  Invoice  ready  to  be  produoed  if  required  may 
appear." 

The  underwritten  think  it  necessary  to  communicate  this  Trans- 
action to  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  for  their  Information ; 
and  take  the  Liberty  of  observing  that  they  conceive  the  Goods  in 
Question,  the  property  of  the  State  of  Virginia  cannot  be  arrested 
or  detained  by  process  issuing  from  any  of  the  Courts  or  mngistratea 
of  Pennsylvania  or  any  other  State  in  the  Union,  such  proceeding 
necessarily  involving  one  of  two  Consequences,  either  that  the  state, 
whose  property  is  thus  arrested,  suffer  the  Inconvenience  of  an 
ezparto  adjudication  ever  dangerous  to  the  Rights  of  Property,  or 
abandon  its  Sovereignty  by  descending  to  answer  before  the  Tri- 
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banal  of  another  Power — Alternatively,  which  it  is  equally  the 
Interest  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  as  of  Virginia,  to  avoid. 

The  Conrta  of  Law  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia  being  openy 
as  well  to  the  Gitiiens  of  other  States  as  to  her  own,  the  said  Simon 
Nathan,  as  well  a9  any  other  individoal  might  have  applied  there 
for  Justice  and  obtained  it,  If  his  Demand,  although  just  were  of 
such  a  natnre  as  to  be  out  of  the  reach  of  tbe  Coarts  of  Law,  still 
the  case  would  not  be  without  Remedy ;  as  on  Petition  to  the 
Legislature,  the  Supreme  authority  of  the  State,  it  would  no  doubt 
be  attended  to  and  redressed. 

Besides  the  Consequences  above  stated,  it  will  occur  to  the 
Supreme  Bzeoutive  Connoil,  that  great  Evils  may  ensue  to  the  par- 
tiealar  State,  and  to  the  Union  in  general,  If  Indivduals  Claims  be 
allowed  to  arrest  the  military  supplies  of  one  State  imported  into  or 
passing  through  another  in  Time  of  War,  and  to  withold  them  from 
her  untill  released  by  the  usual  Course  of  Law. 

The  underwritten  therefor  cannot  but  consider  this  proceeding  as 
unwarrantable;  derogatory  to  the  Rights  of  Sovereignty  of  the 
State  of  Virginia^  and  requiring  the  immediate  Interference  of  the 
authority  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  to  put  a  stop  thereto,  and  for 
restoring  the  Goods  to  the  Condition  they  were  in  when  the  attach- 
ments was  levied.  JOS.  JONES, 

JAMES  MADISON  Jun'. 
THEO.  BLAND, 
Indar9ed,-^n\j  12, 1781.  M.  SMITH. 

Philadelphia  County  ss. 

The  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  To  the  Sheriff  of  the  County 
of  Philadelphia  Greeting.  We  command  you  that  you  attach  the 
Commonwealth  of  Virginia  by  all  &  singular  their  Goods  and  Chat- 
ties, Rights  and  Credits  whatsoever  or  in  whoso  hands  soever  the 
same  may  be  found  in  jour  Bailwick,  so  that  the  said  Common- 
wealth be  and  appear  before  our  Justices  of  Philadelphia  at  our 
Court  of  Common  Pleas,  there  to  be  held  the  fifth  Day  of  September 
next  to  answer  Simon  Nathan  in  a  Plea  of  Trespass  on  the  Case  &o. 

And  have  you  then  there  this  writ.  Witness  Plunkett  Flee- 
son  Esquire  tli  Philadelphia,  the  ninth  day  June  1781. 

(Copy.)  J.  B.  SMITH. 

Wilson  ftSergeant    (  Simon  Nathan  |    Term, 

*  (  The  Commonwealth  of  Virginia. )     Case. 

Attached  fifteen  Bales  Goods  marked  S.  V.  No  1,  2,  6,  8,  9, 10, 
11, 12, 18, 14, 15, 16, 17,  27,  82,  in  the  Hands  of  Messrs:  Jona- 
than MMm  and  Sol.  Butler  and  all  other  Goods  &o.,  in  their  Hands 
and  summoned  them  as  Garnishees  &c.,  &c.,  to  answer. 

(Cq)y.)  Wm.  WILL,  Shff.* 

«  See  Cok,  Ree.,  VoL  XIIL,  p.  2.  The  claim  was  abandoned.  See  also 
pp.  266. 267,  271,  of  this  YoL 
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Pees.  ^  Reed  to  Col.  Wood^  1781. 

Sir, 

Your  Favoor  of  the  80<^  alt.'*'  oame  daly  to  Hand,  from  Ae  iDfonn<* 
ation  of  CoL  Miles  as  well  as  others  we  are  inclined  to  think  the 
Prisoners  may  he  accomodated  within  the  Picqnets  at  Lancaster,  at 
least  for  the  present  &  if  so  there  will  he  a  great  Saving  of  Ezpenoe 
ft  Trouhle  as  one  Guard  will  then  serve  for  all  the  Prisoners. 
Besides  thej  will  be  under  the  immediate  Inspeotion  of  the  Com* 
missary  of  Prisoners.  It  has  also  been  suggested  to  u»  that  the 
Guard  at  Lancaster  is  unnecessarily  large,  we  could  wish  at  thia  busy 
Season  of  the  Year  to  give  some  Indulgence  &  if  possible  that  a  Part 
of  the  Guard  may  be  dispensed  with  :  it  is  supposed  150  Men  would 
be  quite  sufficient  but  we  would  not  make  any  Alteration  without 
first  advising  with  you  &  we  desire  you  to  consider  of  it  &  give  us 
your  Opinion. 

We  have  given  such  Directions  at  Reading  as  we  hope  will 
accomodate  the  Troops  there  &  make  the  Duty  of  the  supertntending 
Officer  very  easy.  In  all  Cases  we  have  directed  the  Lieutenants  of 
the  County  to  consult  with  you  or  the  officer  acting  under  you  & 
make  no  Doubt  that  in  every  Thing  respecting  the  Sesooroes  they 
will  pay  the  utmost  Regard  to  your  Advice. 

Robert  Morris,  Esq.,  having  taken  upon  him  the  Procurement  of 
Provisions  we  make  no  Doubt  your  future  Supplies  will  be  regular  & 
sufficient.  We  shall  on  all  Occasions  be  glad  to  make  your  Duty  as 
easy  &  pleasant  as  possible^  &  am 

Sir,  Your  Obed.  Hbble  ser. 

J.  R. 

Dtrectedf 

Col.  James  Wood,  at  Lancaster. 
Indarsedf 

July  9%  1781.    To  Colonel  Wood  at  Lancaster. 


Pbes.  Reed  to  Robert  Morris,  1781. 

Sir, 

We  were  favored  this  morning  with  yours  of  yesterday  &  ioeloao 
CoL  Pickerings  Letter  which  seems  to  refer  intirely  to  the  Transporta- 
tion of  Provisions.  We  also  enclose  you  a  Copy  of  the  Minutes  of 
Council  containing  Gten,  Washington's  Appcnntment  of  Places  of 
Deposit  the  original  Letter  having  gone  into  the  Assembly  is  now 
mixed  with  their  Papers  &  not  procurable  at  present,  i  on  will 
observe  some  Poets  mentioned  there  not  included  in  the  Enumeratioii 
of  the  Board  of  War,  to  which  we  must  also  add  the  Yellow  Springs  in 
Chester  County  where  an  Hospital  of  Incurables  is  estabUshed  which 
*  See  page  280. 


PENNSYLVANIA  AEOOIVES  1781.  4fB 

■•ent  likelj  to  be  perniADeiit  We  apprehend  Eaeton  to  heTe  been 
menliooed  es  a  PUce  ,o(  oonaiderabie  Deposit  from  its  apperent 
Gontignitj  to  the  Gamp  bat  from  the  Diffioulty  &  Expense  of  Laod 
Carriage,  the  InoaraioBa  of  the  Indians  &  the  overstrained  Ezertiona 
of  that  Gonntj  to  aapport  Oen.  Salli?ans  Expedition  in  1779  we 
have  never  been  able  to  eollect  any  considerable  Quantity  of  Floi^r 
at  that  Plaoe  &  have  ever  found  it  attended  with  greater  Expend 
Ibaa  the  Porehaaee  here,  which  were  forwarded  by  way  of  Trenton. 
Agreeable  to  your  Request  we  have  forwarded  the  Names  of  the 
several  County  Commissioners  on  the  back  of  the  inclosed  Minutes 
of  Cooiieil  to  which  you  will  please  to  bo  referred.  We  have  given 
CoL  Morgan  the  most  positive  Instruction  to  make  out  a  Return 
from  the  Papers  in  the  Office  &  afterwards  to  complete  it  to  the  21** 
Inst  together  with  such  other  Documcnte  as  will  afford  you  the  fullest 
Information  on  the  Subject. 

And  am  Sir,    • 

Your  Obed.  Hbble  Ser. 

JOS.  REED. 
Dirededf 

Robert  Morris,  Esq.  Superintend'  of  finances. 

July  9"^,  1781.    To  Rob«  Morris,  Esq'  Super«  of  Finances. 


Wm.  Pabb,  fco.y  TO  D.  Kennedy  k  F.  Johnston,  1781. 

OenUemen, 

We  take  the  liberty  to  lay  the  following  state  of  &cts  before  yon, 
nlative  to  our  olaims  exhibited  to  your  honourable  board  on  Saturday 
last,  Tis. 

On  the  8*^  day  of  Feb'  1775,  we  made  application  to  the  land  office 
for  sundry  traeta  of  Land  in  the  County  of  Westmoreland  adjoiniDff 
to  Lands  which  we  had  previously  obtained  warrants  for  and  paid 
the  purchase  money,  which  applications  were  received  and  regularly 
filed  in  the  Secretaries  office  aa  appears  by  an  indorsement  on  the 
origiiud  in  the  hand  writing  of  the  then  officer  dated  aa  above,  that 
we  performed  on  our  part  every  duty  that  the  customary  terma  of  the 
efinr  required  to  aecure  the  pre-emption  of  the  said  Landa  and  have 
the  opinion  in  writing  under  the  hand  of  the  late  Secretary  of  the 
Land  offiee  that  we  are  justly  intitled  thereto,  and  the  said  Lands 
have  bean  confirmed  to  us  by  two  acts  of  Assembly.  But  on  o«r 
application  to  your  Officer  we  are  surprixed  to  find  that  an  expknation 
Ima  been  aude  of  the  word  location,  which. if  applied  to  our  case  wUl 
inflict  n  penalty  upon  us,  for  the  omission  of  the  late  officers  and  not 
for  any  deficiency,  on  onr  parts,  which  omission  might  have  been 
oeoaaioaed  bj  the  naaaltled  stale  of  our  public  affidrs ;  whereby  we 
shall  be  anbjeoted  to  a  great  loaa  aa  the  discovery  and  locating  of  the 
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Bud  Lsncla  wm  attended  with  a  great  ezpenoe  in  oonfidenoe  that  we 
aboald  deiiTe  the  same  advantagee  therefrom  whioh  was  eaatomary, 
unless  throogh  your  assistance  we  can  have  the  ease  explained  so  as 
to  obtain  a  special  order  ftom  his  Ezoellencj  the  Prasident  and 
Snpreme  Bzeoatiye  Council  to  warrant  the  same  upon  paying  the 
pnrohase  money  ft  fees  of  office,  which  we  are  informed  they  are 
authorised  by  Law  to  do. 

Year  attention  to  the  premises  and  friendly  interporition  in  our 
behalf  will  greatly  oblige, 

Gentlemen.  Yonr  Obedient  humb*  Serr. 
WILL.  PARR, 
OWEN  BIDDLE, 
Owen  Riddle  for  ) 
Clement  Riddle.  ) 
Directedj 
To  David  Kennedy  ft  Francis  Johnston,  Esquires. 
Present. 
Indorsed, 

July  9th,  1781.    From  W-  Parr,  Owen  Riddle  ft  0"  to  officejs 
of  the  Land  office. 


RoBT.  MoBRis  TO  Pres.  Reed,  1781. 

Office  of  Finance; 

Philadelphia,  Joly  9th;  1781. 
Sir, 

The  Letter  from  Council  of  the  6th  inst.,*  signed  by  the  Hon'ble, 
the  Vice  President,  has  just  been  delivered  to  me,  by  whioh  I  learn 
their  determination  to  wind  up  the  business  of  Supplies  to  the  20th 
of  this  Month,  so  far  as  it  bus  been  under  the  direction  of  their 
Gommissanes  or  Agents,  and  as  I  am  entirely  disposed  to  relieve 
them  from  every  diffionlty  in  my  Power,  I  will  exert  myself  to  take 
np  the  Business  by  that  time.  Upon  Application  to  the  Roard  of 
War  they  inform  me  that  the  only  Posts  necessary  to  be  supplied  in 
this  State  are  Philadelphia,  Lancaster,  Reading,  York  and  Fort  Pitt, 
they  have  Ordered  th^  Artificers  from  Carlisle,  and  do  not  reoolleet 
any  other  place  where  Rations  or  Forage  ought  to  be  delivered  for 
theserviceof  the  United  States.  If  the  Hon'ble  Gouneil  know  of 
any  others  and  will  mention  them,  I  will  confer  with  the  Roard  of 
War  thereon,  and  I  shall  also  be  thankful!  if  the  Secretary  will  famish 
me  with  the  names  of  the  Present  Commissaries  at  Reading,  Lan- 
caster, York  &  F.  Pitt,  also  at  any  other  Posts  that  Oonneil  may 
recollect,  besides  those  above  mentioned.  1  shall  be  glad  to  reoetve 
all  the  Accounts  as  well  of  what  Supplies  have  been  deiivorsd;  in 
Compliance  with  the  requisitions  of  Congress  as.  of  what  remain  on 
hand;  and  where  deposited,  that  the  same  may  be  applied. 

*  See  Page  250. 
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Mention  is  made  of  a  Letter  from  the  Quarter  Master  GenL 
respecting  the  Transportation  of  Provxtions^  bnt  I  shonld  suppose 
there  is  some  mistakoi  having  reason  to  think  it  is  the  Transporta- 
tion of  Military  Stores  that  is  meant^  as  I  am  informed  that  simihu^ 
'applications  have  been  made  to  the  Eastern  States^  New  York  ft 
)«ew  Jersey,  respecting  Military  Stores  within  those  Governmental 
which  they  have,  (as  is  said)  accorded  to.  Whatever  relates  to 
Provisions  is  certainly  within  the  Trust  I  have  accepted  from  the 
Assembly,  and  if  any  thing  more  is  within  the  reach  of  my  Efforts 
to  aid  your  Ezceiry  ft  Council  in  the  Exertions  for  the  Public  Ser- 
vice, I  am  most  chearfnlly  ready  to  make  them.  It  gives  me  much 
pleasnre  to  find  that  the  Collection  of  Taxes  will  be  duly  enforced| 
as  that  will  give  Energy  both  to  yonr  Exertions  ft  mine. 
I  have  the  honour  to  subscribe  myself 

Your  Excellency's  &  the  Hon'ble 

Council's  most  obedient  servant, 

ROB«  MORRIS,  8.  I.  of  Finance. 
His  Excellency,  the  P^resident  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council 
of  Ptonsylvania. 


JToHN  Frederick  Reicasl  to  Coueoil,  1781. 

To  His  Excellency,  the  President  in  Council. 
The  Petition  of  John  Frederick  Reichel,  Missionary  of  the  United 

Brethren  Church,  now  sojourning  at  Bethlehem,  in  the  Forks  of 

Delaware. 

Most  respectfully  sheweth.  That  about  Two  Years  ago  Your 
Petitioner,  with  a  few  Colonists,  for  Pennsylvania  and  North  Caro- 
lina came  over  to  this  Country.  He,  himself,  for  the  purpose  of 
visiting  the  several  Brethren  Congregations  on  the  American  Conti- 
nent, which  done  to  return  to  the  place  of  his  Residence  in  Saxony. 
That  by  Yonr  Excellencies  Passport,  then  obtained,  he  was  enabled 
to  perform  his  Tour  through  Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  Maryland  and 
North  Carolina,  and  as  the  Term  fixed  for  his  Return  to  Oermany 
draws  near,  he  wishes  to  finish  the  Plan  of  his  Misssion  by  visiting 
the  Brethren  Congregation  at  Staten  Island  and  in  New  York  ana 
from  thenoe  to  proceed  to  Europe. 

And  yonr  Petitioner  humbly  prayeth  your  Excellency  to  grant 
him  yonr  Letters  Passport,  That  in  the  beginning  of  the  Month  of 
Aogust,  he,  with  his  Wife,  the  Son  of  Mr.  Sweinits,  of  Bethlehem^ 
a  Child  of  about  Ten  yesrs  old,  and  a  Servant  Man,  may  travel  from 
Bethlehem  to  New  York.  And  your  Petitioner,  as  in  Duty  bonnd, 
shall  ever  pray. 

JOHN  FRED'K  REICHEL.* 

Bethlehem,  Jaly  9th,  1781. 

*  ••  Bead  in  Goaneil  and  granted."    See  OoL  Bee.,  Vol.  XII.,  p.  782. 
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Bradford  &  Hall  to 


Philaddpliia,  Julj  10, 1781. 

We  haye  the  Honor  to  inform  yonr  Ezoellenoj  tbat  tie  Autbor 
of  tbe  Pieoe  signed  Detector,  in  onr  Paper  of  Satnraay  last,  is  Fraads 
Wade,  of  this  Citji  who  is  at  present  in  the  Conntryi  bat  will  retnm 
to-morrow ;  when  your  Ezoellenoy's  Wishes  shall  m  oommnnicated 
to  him,  bj 

Tonr  most  obedient.  Hnmble  Servants, 

BBADFOBD  &  HALL. 


Prbs.  Bbbd  to  Virginia  Deleoatbs  nr  Congrbss,  1781. 

Gent., 

I  have  the  Hononr  to  acknowledge  the  Receipt  of  yonr  Memorial 
on  the  Detention  of  the  Property  of  the  State  of  Virffinia,  and  b^ 
Leave  to  assure  you  of  our  entire  Disapprobation  of  uie  Measnre  £ 
Concern  at  so  disagreeable  an  Incident.  As  the  Case  is  of  the  first 
Impression^  &  the  Procedure  thereupon  may  tend  to  establish  a 
Pr^oedent  oif  great  Importance,  wo  have  thought  it  proper  tiMtdvise 
with  the  Law  Officer  of  the  State,  &  shall  oomBunicate  as  soon  as 
possible  the  Besult.    In  the  mean  Time  I  am, 

very  respectfully,  Oen., 

Tour  Obed.  Hbble  Ser., 
J.  R.* 
Directed^ 

The  Hon.  the  Delegates  of  Virginia. 
Iiuiarsedf 

1781,  July  10. 


Pbks.  Bsbd  to  Wm.  Bradford  Jr.,  Att-Gev.,  178L 

Sir, 

The  inclosed  Memorialt  is  upon  a  Point  of  much  Importance  to 
the  Interests  &  Dignity  of  the  State  as  connected  with  the  other 
States  in  Union.  The  Council,  therefore,  request  you  would  wait 
on  the  Chief  Justice  &  Mr.  Bryan,  &  after  Conferenoa  with  them, 
favour  us  with  the  opinion  of  the  whole — whether  any,  and  what 
Belief  can  be  given  consistent  with  the  Laws  ft  Constitution  of  the 
'  State.  Your  speedy  Compliance  is  much  desired,  as  the  Property 
remains  in  a  State  of  disagreeable  Suspence. 

lam,  fte. 
The  Att'y  Gen. 
Indorsed^  July  10, 1781. 

♦  See  Col.  Reo.,  VoL  XIIL,  p.  2. 
t  See  pp.  200,  267. 
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Chabijb  THoicdONy  Bbc't  of  CosQnwBj  TO  Pbes. 
Bbbb,  1781. 

SearetoiyB  Office,  Jdy  10th|  178L 

*  I  kftTe  to  inform  yoa  that  the  Hon'ble  Samuel  HoDtington  hating 
inftirmed  the  United  SUtes  in  Congress  assembled,  that  the  SUte  <3 
his  Health  would  not  permit  him  to  continue  longer  in  the  ezeroiae 
of  the  d«lies  of  President,  and  requested  leave  of  absence.  C^nffreM 
hare  this  day  proeeeded  to  the  Choice  of  a  President,  and  haf« 
eleeled  the  Hon'ble  Thomas  MeKean. 

I  am,  Sir,  Your  most  obedient, 

humble  Servant, 
CHA.  THOMSON.* 

gya  public  servioe.) 
is  EzceUenoy,  Joseph  JEteed,  Esq.,  President  of  the  St^  of 
Pennsylvania. 


OoL.  SnpHBV  MoYLAH  TO  Pbes.  Bbid,  1781. 

Lancaster,  10th  July,  -1781. 
Sir, 

The  Detachment  from  the  4th  Reg*  which  will  leave  this  to  mor- 
row  takes  off  all  the  Subaltern  officers  except  twa  Beoruite  are  daily 
coming  in,  and  in  a  short  time,  as  the  Last  act  for  recruiting  4he 
I^ne  comes  to  operate,  many  more  may  be  expected;  it  will  there- 
fore be  absolutely  necessary  that  more  Subalterns  shon'd  be  appointed 
to  that  Regiment 

I  had  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency,  last  December,  a 
list  of  names,  out  of  whom  I  wish  you  ft  the  Honourable  Boiffd 
would  select  at  Least  four,  to  be  Lieutenants  in  the  Regiment  of 
Ptasilvania  Dragoons.  Lt.  Colonel  Temple  will  forward  this  to 
yoQ,  ft,  as  I  am  going  to  the  Southward,  you  will  please  to  com- 
■anicata  with  Mm  on  this  or  any  other  matter  respecting  that 
Bcgimest 

I  have  the  honor 
to  be  Sir, 

Tour  Obed*  ft  Very  H.  S. 
STEPHEN  MOYLAN,  Col.  L,  D. 
xriyi0n0Cff, 
Public  service. 
His  Exoelleney  Joseph  Reed,  Esq.,  The  Prendent  of  Penrilvania. 

«  See  CoL  Rao.»  Vol.  XIL,  p.  788. 
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Fbs&  Reed  to  Col.  Bobsrt  Levsbs,  1781« 

Sir, 

Your  setertl  FaTonn  of  the  July  6th  k  8th,*  with  the  Inclofliiraey 
have  been  dulj  reoeived  k  communicated  to  the  CouDoil.  We  tie 
fallj  of  Opinion  that  mnch  real  Servioe  ma?  be  done  for  a  Chwoty 
where  the  Lientenant  will  steadily  ft  firmly  pursue  the  Law,  not 
yklding  either  to  the  Glamour  of  the  disaflkcted,  or  the  foolish  Dis- 
eontents  of  those  of  a  different  Character,  &  we  trust  you  wiU  steadily 
porsue  this  Line,  from  which  our  Experience  enables  us  to  say  yoa 
will  derive  more  eventual  Satisfsbotion  yourself  ft  become  more 
truly  useful. 

We.  are  sorry  to  hear  of  the  late  Irruption  of  the  Savages,  ft  the 
more  so  as  it  is  hiehly  probable  from  your  State  of  the  Matter 
that  had  the  Militia  been  properly  posted  the  Lives  of  those  poor 
Victims  might  either  have  been  saved  or  fully  revenged.  Your 
Knowledge  of  the  Country  will  enable  you  to  make  suitable  Dispo- 
sitions in  fhture,  which  we  request  you  to  do  so  as  to  affinrd  the 
most  complete  &  general  Protection,  ft  this  without  any  Regard  to* 
the  Murmurs  of  Individuals  who  are  actually  led  to  seek  their  own 
Safety,  however  distinguished  from  the  more  general  Interest 

With  Respect  to  Col  Stroud  it  is  the  Opinion  of  the  Counoil  that 
a  Court  Martial  should  be  held  to  determine  upon  his  Conduct  as 
stated  in  the  several  Charges;  to  this  End  you  have  my  Direction/ 
as  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Militia,  inclosed,  in  which  the 
Articles  are  enumerated,  those  Points  which  are  not  of  a  military 
Nature  being  omitted. 

With  Resj^ct  to  Provisions  for  the  Militia,  we  are  very  aonry 
that  it  is  not  m  our  Power  to  give  you  the  neoessaiy  Aid  Ibr  Want 
of  hard  Money  in  the  Treasury. — By  referring  to  our  Message  to 
the  House  of  the  20th  Inst.,  you  will  see  how  apprehensiTe  we  were 
of  this  Difficulty,  ft  therefore  most  earnestly  entreated  the  Assembly 
before  they  were  to  provide  us  with  some  present  Means  of  eanying 
on  publiok  Business.  They  accordingly  passed  a  Vote  of  Credit  for 
£20,000,  but  we  have  not  been  able  to  get  more  than  £2,000,  of 
which  their  own  Engagements  during  the  Sitting  of  the  House 
absorbed  half,  ft  the  support  of  the  Prisoners  the  Remainder,  so 
that  we  are  left  in  the  most  unprovided  State  that'  can  be  imagined. 
After  much  Deliberation  we  can  only  conclude  upon  the  following 
Expedient,  viz.,  as  the  County  Commissioners  of  Purchases  are  to 
cease  on  the  20*^  Inst,  at  which  time  Mr.  R.  Morris  takes  on  himself 
the  Charge  of  the  Continental  Supplies,  we  would  recommend  that 
in  Conjunction  with  Mr.  Yancampen  you  appoint  some  suitable  care- 
ful Person  as  a  Commissary  for  providing  tbe  Militia — that  he  en* 
doavour  to  procure  on  reasonable  Prices  in  hard  Money  what  is  imme- 
diately necessary  on  Credit,  ft  we  do  assure  you  that  as  soon  as  Money 
comes  in  from  the  late  Tax  La^,  which  must  be  soon|  we  will 

*  See  page  257. 
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ifnmedktely  repay  it.  If  this  cannot  be  done,  we  must  refer  jon  to 
a  Sam  of  £3,000  in  Paper  Money  sent  Mr.  Vanoampen  some  Time 
ago,  whioh  may  be  applied  to  this  Purpose.  Our  Abilities  extend 
no  farther,  and  as  the  Supply  is  for  the  immediate  Defence  of  the 
County,  ve  hope  Measures  may  be  fallen  upon  to  give  the  desired 
Asaistanee.  As  Mr.  I>eshler  seems  unwilling  to  engage  farther,  & 
his  Aooonnta  are  to  be  closed  &  settled,  it  may  be  best  to  appoint 
some  Person  near  the  Seat  of  the  Troops,  or  at  least  more  conven- 
ient than  Mr.  Deahler.  Tour  Express  waiting,  I  have  only  to  add 
thai 

I  am  Sir, 

with  much  Esteem, 

Your  Obed.  Hbble.  Ser. 
IndoTMed 
July  10,  1781. 


Prbs.  Reed  to  Col.  Adam  Hublet  Lieut,  of  Lancaster 
County,  1781. 

GoL  Adam  Hubley,  LieuL  of  Lancaster  County, 
Sir, 

1  reoeived  your  Favour  of  the  ^  Inst.  You  do  me  Justice  in 
Relieving  I  shall  allways  be  glad  to  serve  you  in  every  Thing  in  ray 
Power — in  the  present  Case  of  the  Riffle  men,  your  Appointment 
'Woald  have  been  very  pleasing  to  me  &  I  believe  to  the  Council 
generally,  but  we  were  in  a  great  measure  precluded  by  the  Nature 
mi  (be  Application  in  which  Gen.  Wabhington  arranged  the  Com- 
jMuiies  ft  at  the  same  time  mentioned  a  Major  Parr  as  the  Person  ho 
expected  would  command  the  Corps.  He  was  accordingly  sent  for 
«s  soon  as  the  Letter  arrived  &,  if  money  can  be  procured  to  recruit 
St  is  now  so  far  advanced  in  his  Hands  that  it  would  bo  not  only 
Smproper  with  Respect  to  Gen.  Washington  but  impracticable  on 
^lihier  Aooounts  to  make  any  alterations. 

Col.  Miles  &  other  Gent,  from  Lancaster  seem  to  be  of  opinion  that 

Xht  Barradu  of  Lancaster  would  very  well  hold  all  the  IVisoners  by 

^bich  Means  much  Expense  of  different  Guards  &c.,  might  be  saved. 

We  wrote  a  few  Lines  to  Col.  Wood  thereupon  which  wo  requested 

liin  to  shew  yon,  as  the  Messenger  could  not  wait  for  this  Letter. 

Should  you  &  he  be  of  opinion  that  it  was  practicable  &  proper  L 

should  be  glad  you  would  write  immediately  to  M'  Scott  of  York 

Town  that  he  may  govern  himself  accordingly.     Intending  to  send 

all  the  British  Convention  Prisoners  to  that  Place  wo  wrote  him  to 

provide  them  both  Guards  &  Provisions,  but  if  one  Post  will  do  wo 

would  prefer  it  to  two.   Be  pleased  to  consult  Judge  Atlee  thereupon, 

his  opinion  would  deservedly  have  much  Weight.     In  any  p]vent 

I  would  wish  you  to  inform  M''  Scott  what  ho  has  to  depend  upon. 

12* 
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Sinoe  writiDg  the  above  your  Letter  of'  tbe  8  tnst.  oAitfe  to  Bind 
by  which  I  obeerve  that  you  have  180  met  for  the  Laneaater  Oaard 
&  120  Detached  asOaarda  to  Tork  &  Philad.  Shoiild  the  Pritooneni 
be  actually  mareh'd  to  York  would  uot  have  them  lecalltBd,  But  will 
it  be  neceBsary  to  keep  250  men  as  a  Guard  at  Lanoaater?  if  it  la 
poaaible  to  lessen  it  at  this  busy  Time  it  would  be  a  fl«at  Relief  to 
the  County :  We  shall  make  no  Alterations  without  Coi.  Woods  & 
yout  Opinion. 

With  Respect  to  the  Pay  of  the  oommiss'  oiBoen  we  have  had  no 
Difficulty  here.  The  Term  Bounty  means  the  Difference  between 
Continental  Pay  &  Militia  Pay  &  was  adapted  to  the  Circumstance 
of  the  Paper  money  when  Congress  gave  508.  Paper  ^  month  k  in 
Proportion  to  officers  it  was  necessary  to  make  an  Addition,  this 
was  the  Price  of  daily  Labour  which  was  termed  a  Bounty — but  this 
has  now  ceased  &  the  officers  expect  to  receive  the  same  Pay  in  hara 
Money  as  the  Continental  officers  are  entitled  to.  There  is  ^o 
officer  who  will  not  be  entitled  to  more  than  8-6  ^  Day^  that  there 
can  be  no  Biffisrenoe  now  for  the  Term  Bounty  to  operate  upon. 
This  will  also  answer  your  Qaestion  what  Pa^v  are  Omeers  ft  Men* 
entitled  to  as  the  Reply  will  be  atf  to  officers  the  same  Pay  as  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  Privates  8-6  '^  day. 

Your  Construction  of  the  militia  Law  with  Regard  to  Tryal  ft 
Punishment  is  just  ft  agreeable  to  constant  Usage  the  Articles  of 
War  of  the  Continental  Troops  are  allways  deemed  the  Rule  of 
Oovemm'  when  they  are  in  Continental  Service  as  at  present  On 
Exercise  ft  Field  Days  or  State  Duty  the  Case  is  different  With 
Respect  to  the  Power  of  the  Lieut  to  order  a  Court  Martial  ft  deter- 
mine  on  the  sentence.  It  has  been  usual  for  the  Lieutenattta  at  a 
Distance  to  direct  Courts  martial  but  in  all  Cases  of  a  Gen^  Court 
Martial  the  Proceedings  have  been  sent  to  me  for  Approbation,  or  in 
my  Absence  to  Gknl.  Potter  or  Gen.  Lacey. 

From  the  State  of  your  Cavalry  we  apprehend  that  Pari  of  the 
Law  is  eluded  which  directs  every  Horseman  to  be  properly  equipped 
or  liable  to  his  Fine  for  not  serving  in  the  Foot,  we  bive  in  Bucks 
County  had  a  Scrutiny  in  the  matter  whieb  at  once  put  the  Troop 
in  respectable  Condition.  We  would  wish  you  to  attend  particularly 
to  the  Section  &  have  it  executed  as  it  is  already  a  Subject  of  Com- 
plaint that  thes&  light  Horsemen  as  they  call  themselves  only  take 
a  Ride  unequipped  round  the  Battalion  ft  then  go  Home  which 
they  call  doing  Duty  ft  complying  with  the  Law.  As  to  a  Volunteer 
Corps  of  Cavalry  we  apprehend  as  the  Law  stands  it  is  not  practicable 
but  it  is  probable  that  if  a  Number  of  Gtent  would  as  in  this  City 
equip  themselves  completely  ft  be  ready  to  turn  out  at  any  Time 
without  Respect  to  Tours  of  Duty  fto.  that  the  Legislature  would 
indulge  them.  As  to  Cavalry  Equipments  we  have  none  ft  neither 
money  or  Credit  to  procure  them  unless  the  Militia  Funds  oould 
help  us.  We  hope  by  this  Time  Col.  Atlee  has  made  up  his 
Accounts  and  transferrM  to  you  the  State  of  his  Prooeedinga. 


HWmSYLVAXfUk  ABXJHIVTSS  1781.  271 

You  obMrre  tiiai;  yon  expect  Difibmlty  with  Bsespect  to  Arms  for 
these  Troope  who  tre  goio^  to  Sanhurj  which  leads  ns  to  ask 
whether  every  Time  the  mibtia  go  out  they  expect  to  be  supplied 
with  new  Arms  if  they  do  it  is  the  most  e^^ordinary  Bstablish« 
ment  in  the  World,  if  they  do  not  there  mnst  be  the  Arm»  of  the* 
militia  of  Chnnberland  whom  they  are  going  to  relicTO.  I  woald 
wish  yon  to  write  up  to  Northumberland  &  to  the  Lieutenant  of 
Cumberland  upon  this  Subject  If  the  publick  supplies  the  Arms, 
they  ought  to  be  left  when  the  Time  of  Duty  is  finished.  Il  is 
much  to  be  lamented  that  we  are  not  on  the  same  Footing  in  thiv 
Kespeet  as  Jersey  k  other  States  where  every  Man  buys  nb  ewn 
Gun  ft  Accoutrements  ft  is  fined  if  he  does  not 

With  Respect  to  the  Town  Major's  office  we  apprehend  it  lays 
wholly  with  the  Board  of  War  to  appoint  ft  pay.  I  am  persuaded 
such  an  Office  is  necessary  ft  it  is  not  reasonable  to  expect  yon  should 
perform  the  Duties  without  proper  Compensation,  we  have  never 
naad  of  it  before  nor  given  any  Encouragement  to  expect  yon 
should  do  the  Duties  of  this  officer.  We  apprehend  it  wonid  be 
proper  for  M'  Atlee  as  Commiss.  of  Prisoners  or  the  People  of  the 
Town  to  represent  to  the  Board  of  War  the  necessity  of  such  an 
Officer  ft  the  Propriety  of  its  being  provided  by  them  as  he  is  only 
necessary  in  Consequence  of  Continental  arrangements. 
Indoned, 

1781y  July  11th.  To  Colonel  Adam  Hubley^  Lieutenant  of  the 
County  of  Lancaster. 


PrES.   RbBD  Ta  YlBOINIA  DfiLEGATSS  IN  CONQBJBSBy   1781. 

QentlemeUy 

I  take  the  earliest  opp^  to  inform  yon  that  the  Council  fully 
concur  with  you  in  your  Sentiments  respecting  the  Seiiure  of 
Property  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia*  ft  that  the  most  efieo^ 
toal  Measures  will  be  taken  for  the  immediate  Restoration  of  the 
Property  to  such  Person  as  you  shall  direct,  ft  if  you  think  proper  a 
INinishment  of  the  offending  Parties  if  upon  Inquiry  no  mitigating 
Ctrenmstanees  shall  appear.  We  beg  Leave  to  assure  you,  Gentle* 
nen,  that  we  shall  on  every  Occasion  be  happy  in  manifestiDg  our 
Attention  ft  Respect  to  the  State  you  represent. 
I  am  Qent. 

your  obed.  &  very  Hbble  S*, 

J.  REED. 

Jndanedj 
1781,  July  12'*.    To  Ilon'ble  Delegates  of  Virginia  in  Congress. 


*  Set  pages  2C0,  200,  372,  274. 
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Pres.  Rebd  to  Col.  Wm.  Coats,  1781. 

Sir, 

Having  received  aoAooount  of  the  Expences  of  ifae  Philad.  Light 
Horse  during  the  luS  Toar,  I  embraced  the  first  Opp^  to  lay  the 
same  before  Uie  Council,  who  are  disposed  to  make  every  reasonable 
Oratification.  As  it  is  the  fint  Time  we  have  had  an  Application 
of  this  Nature  &  the  Account  only  contains  Names  &  Sums  it  has 
been  concluded  to  refer  the  Accounts  to  yourselfi  Col.  Smith,  &  Col. 
Dean  to  liquidate,  &  after  examining  the  Vouchers  to  report  to  this 
Board  what  Sum  will  be  just  &  reasonable,  having  on  the  one  Hand 
due  Regard  to  the  Men  &  on  the  other  to  the  publick  Interest,  in 
which  you  will  consider  that  what  is  now  done  will  on  future  Occa- 
sions be  a  Precedent,  not  only  to  this  Troop,  but  to  all  others  within 
the  State.  We  are  inform^  that  it  has  been  suggested  that  an 
Allowance  of  Expences  have  been  made  to  the  PhiladTTroop  of  Light 
Horse,  but  it  is  a  Mistake,  as  they  have  always  defrayed  their  own 
Expences  in  every  Respect. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  due  Esteem, 

your  Obed.  Hbbl.  Sery. 

1781,  July  12th,  to  Col»  William  Coates,  L«  of  P*  &. 

Wm.  Bradford,  Att'y  OiOstl.,  to  Pres.  Rbed,  1781. 

Philad%  July  12th,  1781. 

Sir, 

Agreeable  to  the  directions  of  the  Council  I  have  waited  on  the 
Chief  Jnstice  and  consulted  with  him  and  M'  Bryan  upon  the  Sub- 
ject mentioned  in  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  10th  insfe.   ' 

We  are  all  of  Opinion  That  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia  being 
ah  independent  &  Sovereign  power,  cannot  be  compelled  to  appear 
or  answer  in  any  Court  of  Justice  within  this  State.  That  all  pro- 
ofs directed  against  the  person  of  a  Sovereign  or  against  his  Ooods 
is  absolutely  void ;  that  the  Sheriff  cannot  be  compelled  to  serve 
or  return  it :  and  that  all  concerned  in  issuing  or  serving  such  pro- 
cess are  guilty  of  a  violation  of  the  laws  of  nations :  That  the 
Supreme  Executive  power  has  a  right  to  enquire  into  the  circum- 
stances of  this  affair,  to  call  the  party  and  the  Sheriff  before  them 
and  to  direct  that  the  Goods  attached  bo  immediately  delivered  up 
to  the  Person  out  of  whose  possession  thoy  have  been  taken  or  in 
whose  hands  they  are  attached.  And  in  case  of  disobedience  to 
commit  thcra  to  Oaol  to  answer  for  the  offence. 
I  am.  Sir.  your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  Serv^ 

W-  BRADFORD,  Jun.* 
DtrecteJj 

His  Excellency  the  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
*  Sco  pages  2C0,  206,  271,  274, -also  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XTIf.,  p.  2. 
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Rbsolxttions  of  C0NGRB8S,  1781. 

Bj  the  United  SUtes  in  Oongress  assembled/ July  12th,  1781. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  from  Mr* 
Marboisy  charg^  des  affaires  of  Franee,  delivered  in  a  report,  where- 
open  it  was  resolved  as  follows. 

Whereas,  It  has  been  represented  to  the  United  States  in  Congress 
assembled,  that  there  are  many  French  seamen,  subjects  of  his  most 
christian  majesty,  in  the  United  States  employed  on  board  armed 
and  other  vessels  in  the  service  of  the  said  states  or  the  eitisens 
thereof;  and  whereas  it  has  also  been  represented  that  the  said 
seamen  are  necessary  for  compleatly  manning  the  sqoadron  under 
the  coant  de  Barras,  all  officers  therefore  eommanding  armed  or 
other  vessels  ander  commissions  from  the  United  States  in  Congress 
assembled,  are  hereby  ordered  and  directed  immediately  to  deliver 
to  the  said  count  de  Barras  or  to  any  person  or  persons  by  him  ap- 
pointed to  receive  the  same,  all  French  seamen  subjects  of  his  said 
majesty  who  are  or  may  be  entered  on  board  their  vessels  respeo* 
tively :  and  if  any  officer  commissioned  as  afbreeaid  shall  neglect  or 
refuse  oomplying  with  this  order,  he  shall  forfeit  his  commission  and 
be  subject  to  such  other  punishment  as  to  right  shall  appertain. 
And  it  is  earnestly  recommended  to  the  legislatures  and  executives 
of  the  several  states  to  give  effectual  aid  and  support  for  the  exeout^ 
ing  this  order  and  also  for  delivering  to  the  count  de  Barras  all 
French  seamen  as  aforesaid  that  may  be  otherwise  employed  within 
their  respective  jurisdictions. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y  * 


Thos.  McEban,  Pres.  of  Congress,  to  Pres.  Rbbd,  1781. 

(Circular.) 

Sir, 

Your  Excellency  will  receive  inclosed  an  Act  of  Congress  of  this 
Say,  respecting  French  Mariners  who  may  be  employ^  in  any  of 
the  armed  and  other  Vessels  in  the  Service  of  the  United  States,  or 
the  Gitiiens  thereof. 
.  This  Proceeding  is  so  explicit,  the  Thing  desired  so  necessary, 

*  BeeCoL  Rec,  VoL  XIIL,  p.  6. 
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and  the  Fraito  of  its  Saocess  so  interesting  to  the  common  Caosei 
that  I  rest  assured  nothing  will  be  wanting  on  yonr  Part  to  promote 
80  salutary  a  Purpose. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  very  greal  re^prd. 
your  Excellency's 

ibosk  obedient  &  most 
humble  Servant 

TflO.  M«KBAN,  President.* 
Philadelphia,  July  12, 1781. 

Direct^ 
Hk  £ixoelIenoy|.  Pi^dent  Beed. 


Pus.  EuD  TO  GivFOBD  Dallby^  lT8t. 

Sir, 

Congress  haye  most  earnestly  recommended  that  sotte  ittmedinta 
Measures  may  be  taken  to  accommodate  the  unfortoilala  Ckiaens  of 
Carolina  as  have  lately  arrived.  And  the  Council  have  dtracied  the 
Bep^y  Quarter  Maipter  Gen^  k  the  Wardens  to  provide  Qwtrtera  in 
the  most  commodious  Houses  But  as  it  cannot  be  donbted  there 
ave  many  worthy  Citixens  who  sympathizing  in  the  Distresses  of 
their  Countrymen,  SuflSorere  in  the  common  Cause,  would  voluntarily 
accommodate  them  in  their  Houses — it  has  been  thought  proper  to 
send  the  inclosed  Suhscriptioo,  which  you  will  communicale  to  sooh 
Ckntlemen  as  frequent  the  Coffee  House.  Each  Subscriber  will  in- 
form Col.  Miles  how  many  it  will  suit  him  to  aooommodate. 
I  am.  Sir, 

your  Obed.  Hbbl.  Serv., 

JOS.  REED.* 
Indorsed, 

July  12,  1781. 


Virginia  Delegates  in  Congress  to  Pres,  Reed,  1781. 

Philadelphia,  July  13th,  1781. 
The  (Jnderwritten  Delegates  from  the  State  of  Virginia,  have  die 
honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Excellency's  letters  of  the 
10th  &  12th  instant,!  and  to  express  their  entire  satisfaction  at  (he 
readiness  shewn  by  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  lo  arrest  A 
punish  the  attempts  made  on  the  rights  and  dignity  of  the  State 
they  represent  in  the  presumptuous  seiaure  of  its  property.     They 

«  See  CoL  Rec,  Vol.  XTII.,  p.  1. 
t  See  pages  260,  266,  271,  272,  274. 
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will  iske  the  aurliest  opportonity  of  commmiicaHiig  the  whole  i 
letioB  to  their  00D8titaeDti,ftDd  htve  do  doabt  that  it  will  beeqnaUj 
Bitiifiwtory  to  theniy  and  that  they  will  embrace  with  pleasure  OTiery 
oeoasioii  of  maoifefltiDff  a  oorrespondeDt  atteataon  &  reepeet  to  Ihe 
State  oyer  which  yoar  Ezcelienov  presides. 

As  this  is  the  first  instance  known  to  ns  in  which  it  has  heea 
ttecessarf  to  |assert  the  saeredness  of  the  property  of  a  Confederale 
State,  it  is  the  widh  of  the  Underwritten,  that  ofiending  parties 
shoold  have  the  (oil  hsnefit  of  this  mitigating  circumstance,  and  that 
as  farther  notice  shoald  be  taken  of  their  misoondact  than  the  Sopreme 
Bzeeatife  Council  may  jadge  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  exaside. 

JOS.  JONES, 
JAMBS  MADISON, 
THEO^  BLAND. 


Coiw  RoBBRY  LxYB&s  TO  Pbbs.  Bbbd,  1781* 

Easton,  July  13th,  1781. 
Sir, 

Last  Evening  I  Uad  the  Honor  to  receive  the  answer  of  your 
Excellency  in  Connoil  to  the  two  Letters  I  forwarded  by  Express, 
with  yoor  Excellency's  order  for  having  Col.  Jacob  Strowd,  tried  by 
a  Court  Martial,  and  an  opportunity  ofifering  directly  to  PhiliMielpfain 
I  embrace  it 

The  situation  of  the  Frontiers  is  really  distressing.  Out  of  the 
Eighth  Class  of  the  Second  and  Fourth  Battalion  only  Eight  have 
marched  to  the  Frontier.  The  First,  Third  &  Sixth  are  now  l)eginning 
to  march.  The  want  of  Provisions  is  great  thro'  the  whole.  This 
morning  I  have  wrote  to  Frederick  Leimbach,  Peter  Burkhalder  & 
John  Hays  Esquires,  Sub-Lieutenants,  entreating  them  with  the 
assistance  of  some  of  the  ablest  Patriots  &  Friends  amongst  them,  to 
engage  for  a  present  supply  of  Provisions  for  the  Militia,  nntil  a  fixed 
method  may  be  fallen  upon,  and  that  that  will  be  in  a  very  few  days, 
Msnrine  them,  that  I  have  the  authority  of  your  Excellency  in 
Gouneilto  engage,  that  the  money  by  them  advanced,  or  the  Credit 
obtained  will  be  repaid,  or  the  debts  contracted  discharged,  from  the 
first  moneys  arising  out  of  the  late  Tax  Law,  which  must  be  soon, 
and  I  fully  trust  the  present  expected  Relief  will  be  ob&ined. 

On  ^^esday  nisht  last  I  received  an  account  from  Justice  Stack- 
house,  that  one  «l0Beph  Philips  had  sworn  before  him,  that  ho  had 
seen  Two  Indians  on  Monday  about  two  miles  from  Capt  Jacob 
Hellers,  who  Kves  near  the  Wind  Gap,  on  the  Road  to  Col.  Strowds. 
And  yesterday  I  received  another  account  that  Six  Indians  were  seen 
en  Tuesday  last  a  little  above  Lemes.  I  should  have  been  over  the 
mountains,  but  waited  the  Return  of  the  Express.  I  shall  set  off  for 
CoL  Chambers's  distriet  immediately,  and  am  in  hopes  of  prevailing 
on  the  Inhabitants  to  stand  their  Ground.    From  the  present  dull 
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Prospeet  of  tn  appeuranoe  of  a  Body  of  Militia.on  the  Fronfeieffefrom 
the  Bighth  claaa,  I  have  ordered  the  Fines  of  every  delinqneDt  to 
*be  immediately  levied,  and  also  of  the  seventh  Class,  of  which  I 
understand  very  few  tamed  out.  And  it  appears  necessary  for  tha 
Protection  and  safety  of  the  Frontiers  to  call  out  the  First  cksSy 
otherwise  I  fear  the  Frontier  will  be  on  the  south  side  of  the  Blue 
Mountain.  In  case  of  Emergencies  of  this  kind,  and  a  Failure  of 
the  class  in  Rotation  turning  out,  I  should  be  glad  of  Instructions 
from  your  Bxcellency,  whether  I  may  call  out  a  succeeding  Glass, 
without  waiting  for  a  Resolve  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council. 

I  am  well  convinced  of  the  Real  Service  to  be  exacted  by  a  atoady 
and  firm  adherence  to  the  Militia  Law,  and  your  Ezcelleo^  and  the 
Supreme  Executive  Council  may  be  fully  persuaded,  that  I  shall  on 
all  occasions  resolutely  make  it  my  Rule  of  Conduct;  and  give  it  its 
full  Force,  as  Exigencies  may  require. 

I  find  myself  at  a  Loss  for  want  of  Horses  to  send  Express,  when 
real  necessity  may  require.     If  I  can  with  Propriety  oUl  on  Col. 
Weiss,  the  Quarter  Master^  I  beg  your  Excellency  will  please  to 
instruct  Mr.  Weiss^  on  the  Subject.     I  have  the  Honour  to  be, 
Sir,  Your  Excellencys, 

most  obedient  and 

most  humble  servant,     . 
ROBERT  LKYERS. 
Dwectedy 

His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire. 


Col.  James  Wood  to  Pbbs.  Reed,  1781. 

Lancaster,  13th  July,  1781. 
Sir, 

I  have  just  now  the  Honor  of  your  Exoellencys  of  the  9th*  Instant, 
and  have  Communicated  the  Contents  to  Col*  Hubley,  who  will  take 
the  necessary  steps  to  prevent  any  further  Preparations  being  made 
in  the  Neighbourhood  of  York  town.  With  respect  to  accomodating 
the  whole  of  the  Prisoners,  including  those  of  the  Convention  Troops 
within  the  Picquots,  I  think  your  information  Erroneous ;  there  is 
at  Present  unwards  of  two  Hundred  men  with  four  Hundred  Twenty 
seven  women  and  Children  without  the  Picquets,  sheltered  with 
Blankets  and  Planks  procured  by  themselves,  and  yet  the  Barracks 
are  exceedingly  Crouded ;  add  to  this  a  malignant  Fever  Prevails 
among  them,  of  which  many  have  died,  and  upwards  of  one  hundred 
are  now  Down  with  it,  upon  the  whole,  if  your  Uonble  Board 
I>etermine  to  Keep  them  here,  I  think  it  will  be  absolutely  Necessary 
to  enlarge  the  Picquots,  and  to  direct  a  Quantity  of  Oak  Plank  to  be 
Provided,  to  make  shelters  for  themselves,  and  which  may  answer  as 
a  Temporary  Expedient;  Besides,  I  think  it  wou'd  be  an  exceeding 
♦  See  piige  202. 
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Proper.  ueaBnrtt  to  haTe  a  House  detached  from  the  Barracks, 
mppropriated  for  an  Hospital, and  to  remove  the  sick  as  they  are  taken 
Domi;  for  the  seooritj  of  which,  a  small  Detached  Guard  would  be 
snffieient.  The  Present  Guards  consist  of  about  three  Hundred  noo- 
oommiasioned  and  Privates,  with  their  proper  officers,  part  of  which, 
were  intended  to  Guard  the  British  to  York,  and  a  Guard  for  the 
TMBOval  of  the  seamen  now  oonfined  here,  to  Philadelphia.  I  am 
olearlj  of  opinion,  that  One  hundred  and  fifty  men  properly  Offioeied, 
will  be  a  anffieient  standing  Guard  for  this  Post.  I  am  Happy  to 
inlbrm  yoor  Exoellenoy  that  I  have  found  a  real  dispodtion  in  the 
CommiaBaiy  of  Prisoners,  and  the  Gommmanding  officers  of  the  mifitia 
to  do  every  thing  in  their  Power  for  the  Good  of  the  service.  I 
shall  set  off  to-morrow  for  Reading,  and  will  return  in  a  few  Days 
to  this  Place,  where  I  shall  be  ready  to  receive  any  further  orders 
yon  may  think  Proper  toHonor  me  with.  I  am  with  the  greatest 
respeet  and  Esteem, 

Sir,  Your  Excellency's 

Very  Obed't  SWt. 

J.  WOOD. 
DxrecUd^  Public  Service. 

His  Kreelleney,  Fjreudent  Reed,  Philadelphia. 


Rbturn  of  Provisions  seized  for  the  Use  op  the  Con- 
vention Troops,  1781. 

Return  of  Provisions  seized  and  taken  for  the  Use  of  the  Convention 
Troops.     By  order  of  Col.  James  Wood. 
G.  qrs.  lb. 
9     3 
86    2 
17     2 


Nicholas  Haiiiman, 
Jadah  Hoon, 
Jacob  Oyer, 


ID. 

24  \ 

12  J 


Neat 


Common  flour, 
do. 
do. 


64    0    27 


Samuel  Heigh,  458n)s  Fresh  Beef  Valued  @  5d.  pr  lb. 

John  Heihler,  561  lbs         do        do        (^  4d.  pr  tt>. 

10191b 

liiave  given  certifioites  for  the  above  articles  taken  for  the  use  of 
the  Convention  troops.  The  flour  was  not  praised  the  people  not 
kowing  the  3Iarket  price  of  common  flour  this  matter  is  left  to  the 
penon  who  will  pay. 

I  am  Sir,  your  obedient  humble  serv^ 

JN-  ALKXANDER. 
Reading,  July  10th,  1781. 
Dftreetaf,— Col.  James  Wood. 
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Gapt.  a.  Q.  Clatpoolb  to  Pres.  RnDy  1781. 

PhiladelphU,  July  ISth,  1781. 
Sir, 

In  obedience  to  orders  I  repiired  to  Newton  to  take  ehafge  of  tbe 
BeemitB  to  be  famished  by  Backs  County ;  but  one  of  the  Uommis- 
doners  informing  me  there  wms  no  Firobability  of  receiving  sny  before 
the  beginning  of  next  Week ;  and  findioe  no  commissary  or  Pervon 
on  whom  I  conld  call  for  Provisions  or  Quarters  for  myself  or  any 
Becmits  I  might  receiye,  coddaded  to  return  here  ft  i^pply  to  the 
General  for  Instructions  on  the  Subject;  but  as  he  is  not  te  town 
thought  it  not  improper  to  lay  these  circumstances  before  the  honoor- 
able  Cotmcil  for  that  nnrpose. 

As  I  hafe  already  been  at  some  Expence  ft  must  unavoidably 
incur  more  in  this  Businessi  hope  some  Advance  may  be  allowed 
me. 

•  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Tour  Excellency's 

Obedient  humble  servant 

A.  G.  CLATPOOLB,*  CaptP 
8P.B. 

Direciedf 

His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed|  Esq'ri  President  of  the  honourable 
Supreme  Executive  Council. 


Col.  Adam  Hubley  to  Pbbs.  Rbbd,  1781. 

Lancaster,  July  18<^,  1781. 
Sir, 

I  have  this  moment  been  favoured  with  y  perusal  of  a  letter  to 
Colo.  Wood  respecting  the  Prisoners  and  Guards  at  this  place.  It 
appears  Colo.  Miles  and  some  others  have  represented  that  the  Con- 
vention Troops,  which  were  intended  for  Tork-town,  might  easily  be 
accommodated  in  the  Barracks  at  this  place.  Upon  what  principles 
they  have  gone  I  cannot  conceive — for  my  part,  I  differ  widely  with 
them,  and  beg  leave  to  give  your  Excellency  ft  Council  some  reasons 
in  support  of  my  assertions. 

Exclusive  of  500  Women  &  Children,  the. Prisoners  here  amodftt 
to  about  1400  men  (the  whole  amount  near  2000)— the  Barracks 
has  78  roomd  in  it,  so  that  not  less  than  26  Souls  must  be  put  in 
each  of  them  to  accomodate  the  whole ;  heretofore  it  has  been  thought 
15  in  a  room  was  §n  Over-proportion — and  as  matters  stand  now,  it 
would  be  cruel  to  the  last  degree  to  put  more  in.  I  can  assure  Council 
that  since  the  addition  of  a  part  of  the  convention  troops  to  those 

*  See  Col.  Reo.  Vol.  Xni.,  p.  8. 
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slreadj  in  the  Bamcks,  not  lesa  than  from  4  to  6  are  daily  buried, 
owing  to  their  erdwdod  tttaafioo ;  and  ahoald  those  whioh  yet  remain 
oat  he  also  ordered  in,  their  situation  must  be  truly  distressing.  I 
ooneeiTe  it  my  duty  to  be  particular  on  this  subject^  and  beg  Couoiil. 
will  take  the  asatter  nnder  further  (Mmsideration. 

With  respect  to  the  number  of  men  on  duty  herSy  I  am  foUy  of 
opfiiBioo  160  will  answer  every  purposei  ProTided  the  whole  Prisosen 
abonld  remain*    Bnl  should  they  be  divided  (as  was  ordered)  It  will 

'  ^  all  the  men  now  here  to  Guard  them  properly  (allowing  ^  suQ- 
t  GKnrd  to  lenain  here)  to  the  places  they  weraintenddl  ior. 

Am  I  have  not  yet  reoeiTed  any  directions  for  a  reduotioni  I  shaB 
I  them  untiU  further  orders. 


lam  just  returned  from  Ooia-town;  the  Militia  who  were  ordeiel 
to  Benoesvewa  there,  were  delayed  a  lew  days  longer  than  wu  ex- 
peeted  owing  to  the  want  of  Provisions  ;*Not  an  ounce  was  psovided 
for  them  on  their  arrival,  and  had  I  not  luckily  eame  up  tmi 
advnno'd  aa  moeh  hard  money  as  would  purchase  6  days'  ration^ 
(including  the  days  they  were  without  any)  to  carry  thra  to  Nofu 
ihumberland^  they  mnst  have  'disbanded^-and|  indeed,  it  was  with 
o«udd«»bl«diffiealtj  th»t  I  got  them  to  wait  nntUl  provision.  oouU 
be  jprooured. 

Council  willy  I  hope,  give  the  Purchasiog  Commissary  at  thb' 
place  orders  to  reimburse  the  amount  of  the  monies  I  advanced  for 
that  purpose. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  with  every  respect, 

your  Bxcellency's  most  Ob'  hum.  serv*, 

ADM.  HUBLEY,  J.  L.  L.  C^. 
DireeUdf — (On  public  service.) 

His  Ezcelleney  Joseph  Bced,  Esquiroi  Presid'  of  Pennsy«| 
Philadelphia. 


Council  to  V.  P.  Bryan,  1781. 

Sir, 

The  Ooundl  haVg  received  information  of  a  new  species  of  villany 
goiufr  forward  in  this  city,  by  means  of  a  base  metal  in  form  of  the 
Ihwish  half  pence,  request  you  will  enquire  into  this  abuse.  Ghris- 
te^ber  Ludwig  and  Francis  Wade  can  give  you  the  necessary  inlbr- 
1  in  the  i 


^  I  am,  &c., 

T.M.* 
July  14,  1781. 

*  See  proelaniatio&  of  President  and  Council  in  CoL  Bee.,  ToL  XIII., 
pagei. 
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Pbeb.  Rbbd  to  Bobebt  Mobris,  1781. 

Sir, 

We  htve  this  Morning  receiTed  the  indosed  Dranght  of  CoBgreM, 
wliioh  we  tmnsmit  for  your  Consideration  &  Advioe.  From  some 
Hints  dropped  by  M'  Smith,  [of]  the  Loan  Office,  we  were  indnced 
to  think  that  Gongrees  had  already  drawn  the  fall  amount  of  their 
A^,  &  sent  to  him  for  more  perfect  Information ;  hnt  we  found  him 
QoubtAil  ft  unable  to  aeoertain  it  at  present.  We  ha've  been  informed 
sinoe,  that  the  same  Question  rose  in  Congress  when  the  Order  was 
moved  for ;  bat  an  Opinion  prevailed  that  the  Draughts  had  not  yet 
exoeeded  the  claims  of  Cod  gross.  We  have  thought  it  proper  to  inform 
you  of  these  Circumstances,  as  they  may  be  necessary  for  your  Con- 
sideration. In  Consequence  of  the  Resolutions  of  the  House,  Our 
Answer  to  Congress  will  properly  depend  on  your  Determination,  ft 
be  governed  by  it ;  ft  as  the  Officer  seems  very  importunatei  we  wiah 
for  your  Answer  as  soon  as  convenient. 

'  I  am^  Sir,  with  due  Respect  &  Consideration 
Your  Obed.  ft  very  Hbble.  Servt.* 

July  14, 1781. 


Pbes.  Reed  to  Col.  Saml.  Miles,  1781. 

Sir, 

Qen.  Washington  has  requested,  &  Congress  has  most  earnestly 
recommended  to  this  State,  to  raise  a  Corps  of  300  Rifle  Men,  to 
be  employed  in  the  Operations  ag<  New  York.  With  the  greatest 
Difficulty  we  have  borrowed  a  Sum  of  hard  Money  for  this  Service, 
&  bad  every  Thing  prepared  for  the  Officers  to  enter  on  the  recruiting 
Business,  when  we  were  informed  they  could  not  leave  Town  for  want 
of  Horses.  We  should  be  extremely  sorry  that  any  Delay  should  arisOi 
as  the  General  is  of  Opinion  that  unless  they  can  be  at  Camp  by  the 
1**  Aug*  they  will  be  too  late;  under  these  Circumstances,  weintreat 
you  to  give  the  Officers  assistance  in  this  Matter,  ft  forward  them 
to  their  respective  Quarters.  If  it  cannot  be  done,  ft  the  Officers 
there  do  not  enter  on  the  recruiting  immediately,  it  will  not  only  be 
a  ffreat  publick  Disappointment,  but  the  ezpence  incurred  probablj 
will  be  lost. 

I  am,  &o.  ^ 

Indortedf 

July  14,  1781. 

*  Sep  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XIII.,  p.  6. 
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Pass.  Rbed  to  CoMMirm  of  CoiroBBSS,  1781. 

Sir, 

I  Ukethe  earliest  oppor^r^  to  infonn  the  Hon.  Committee  that  the 
CoQDoil  have  direoted  Col  Miles  D.  Q.  M.  G.  &  the  Wardeos  of  the 
citj  immediately  to  aocoinodate  the  unfortunate  Citizens  of  Caro- 
lina in  a  Manner  suitable  to  their  Rank  &  Convenience,  presuming 
that  notice  will  be  given  by  Friends  where  to  apply;  and  also  that  a 
Subscription  is  forwarded  to  the  Coffee  House  for  such  well  disposed 
Citiiens  to  sign  as  ohose  to  aoeomodate  them  voluntarily  which  I 
have  done  myself  the  Honour  to  lead,  &  we  shall  be  happy  on  any  ocoa- 
sion  to  testify  our  Sympathy  &  Kegard  for  them  as  well  as  our 
Bespeot  to  every  Becommondation  of  Congress  in  theii  Behalf. 
I  have  the  Honour  to  be, 
Oent.  Your  obed.  HbbL  Servt 
Jndonedf 

July  14th  1781. 


BoBBRT  MoBBis  TO  Pbes.  Bebd,  1781. 

Office  of  Finance 
Philada.  July  14th,  1781. 
Sir, 

A  Letter  wu  left  at  my  House  dated  In  Council  Philad.  10th 
July  1781,  but  not  signed ;  in  this  Letter  I  found  enclosed  a 
minute  of  Council  18  Decemb.  last,  and  a  List  of  the  County  Com- 
missoncrs,  also  a  letter  from  Col.  Pickering  Q.  M.  Oenel.  to  your 
Excellency  and  am  obliged  by  these  Communications.  I  find  by  this 
Letter  of  the  Quarter  M.  General  that  it  was  not  respecting  the 
transportatk)n  of  military  Stores  as  I  had  supnosed,  but  as  there  are 
large  Quantities  within  this  State  required  to  be  sent  to  New  York, 
it  is  |m>bable  your  Excelly.  will  have  an  application  on  that  head 
particularly  as  the  Eastern  States  have  agreed  to  transport  to  the 
army  the  Stores  that  are  in  their  governments.  With  Bespect  to  the 
transportation  of  Provisions  I  will  provide  for  it,  I  have  purchased 
on  behalf  of  this  State  8000  bbls  of  flour  it  New  Jersey  and  1000 
bbla.  in  State  of  New  York  on  which  the  army  are  now  feeding  and 
Gonridemble  sums  are  saved  in  transportation  the  remainder  of 
what  I  mentioned  is  here  partly  applied  k  partly  applying  to  Con- 
tiocBtal  use. 

I  nnderstaod  that  the  Board  of  War  think  it  unnecessary  to 
liaintaia  any  other  Posta  than  those  mentioned  in  my  last,  and  if 
militia  are  called  into  duty  at  any  Places  where  posts.are  not  fistab- 
liahedy  Isabmit  it  to  the  consideration  of  your  Excellency  &  Council 
whefther  it  may  iiot  be  best  that  you  order  in  such  cases  the  neces- 
sary Sappliesy  and  if  it  De  a  Continental  O^aqtafeodor  thi  iMeoianta 
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of  their  Pay  and  rapport  at  one  &  the  same  time  for  there  is  no 
making  Gontneta  for  Supplies  bol  at  fixed  Posts  or  M agaiinsBy  and 
this  is  the  mode  of  obtaining  supplies  pointed  oat  by  Congress  at 
present. 

I  have  the  honour  to  sobsoribe, 

myself  your  ExcellencyS| 

most  Obedt  Humble  Servt 

KOBT.  MORRIS, 
S.  I.  of  Finances. 
His  Ezoellonoy  The  President  of  the  State  of  Pensylvania. 


Paul  Zantzikger  to  Prss.  Reed,  1781. 

Lancaster^  Jaly  14th  1781. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  Honor  of  Inclosing  to  your  Excellency  a  Petition  of 
the  Oorparation  of  the  Borough  of  Lancaster  at  the  request  of 
the  Inhabitants,  who  are  very  desirous  of  having  the  Convention 
Troops  removed,  Your  Excellency  will  at  the  same  time  reoeiva 
Doctor  Hustons  Certificate  shewing  the  necessity  of  the  Removal  of 
those  Troops.  I  hope  the  Houble.  Council  will  take  it  into  their 
serious  Oonsideration,  &  if  possible  remove  them  from  this  plaoe. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

your  Excellencys  most  obdt.  Hbbl.  Servt. 

PAUL  ZANTZINGER. 
Directed^ 

^  His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed^  Esquirey  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 


Dr.  J.  Houston  to  Paul  Zantzinobr,  1781. 

Lancaster,  Jnly  14,  1781 
Sir, 

My  opinion  being  desired  concerning  the  State  of  the  Fever  of 
the  Prisoners  in  the  Barracks  in  this  Bonrongh,  I  think  ny  Duty 
to  assure  you  that  the  Jail  Fever  attended  with  the  most  maiiffnaac 
symptoms  prevails  very  generally  among  them,  that  it  will  be 
extreamly  difficult  to  eradicate  it  from  those  already  there  without 
some  additional  Quarters  or  Buildings,  &  morally  impossible  if 
those  of  the  Convention  be  added,  &  that  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
Borough,  especially  those  any  way  ooncerned  in  the  Care  of  them, 
are  in  the  most  immenent  Danger  of  contracting  the  Contagion,  j^ 
1  am  Sir, 
your  most  obedient  Servant, 

J.  HOUSTON 
FHid  Zantsinger,  Saqnire. 
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Thomas  Nsvsll  to  P&bs-  Besd. 

Philadela.  July  16th,  1781. 

May  it  Please  the  HoDorable  the  PreddoDt  ft  Gouneil  — I  ahoold 
be  hr  from  troubliDg  the  Hono".  board  with  trifles,  but  can  hardlj 
help  thinkiDg  proper  attention  has  bean  paid  to  the  Eitimata 
delivered  to  Connoil  by  me  ye  16th  april  last,*  otherwise  I  coald 
not  be  Oensarable  for  porohaseiog  ye  SoaflFold  poles  or  any  other 
part  of  my  Condnot  respecting  palling  down  ye  Steeple  or  Ereoting 
ye  Boof  aooording  to  its  present  Construction,  for  if  the  GounoU 
pleases  I  would  refer  them  to  the  aforecited  Estimate,  indosed  in  » 
Letter  to  Goundl  of  the  same  date,  where  its  mentioned,  That  altho' 
the  Steeple  may  be  puPd  down  without  much  Ezpenee  of  Scaffold* 
ing  yet  no  part  of  the  Projeotions  can  be  repaired  or  the  Roof  put 
on  without  a  Seaflbld  from  the  Qroond,  and  mentioned  the  number 
of  poles  wanted  for  that  purpose,  I  likewise  Exhibited  a  Rough 
Sdtoh  of  the  Roof,  and  from  the  answen^Reoeived  at  that  Time 
Terily  thought  Council  had  formed  nearly  the  same  Ideas  as  myself, 
boath  of  Scaffold  &  Roof,  and  was  under  no  aprehention  of  going 
rong — all  I  intend  by  the  foregoing  is  I  would  have  Council  under- 
stand I  meant  to  have  no  will  of  my  owne  in  the  matter,  further 
then  I  think  all  Pnbliok  Buildings  should  have  the  apearance  of 
Deasancy,  However  I  submit  to  the  determination  of  Council  in 
Covering  the  Roof  with  Rough  boards  and  hopo  to  escape  Censure. 
And  am  the  Councils  Humb.  Servant, 

THOS.  NEVELL,t 
Directed f 

To  the  Honoarable  the  President  and  Council. 


Gen.  Anthokt  Watnb  to  Prbs.  Resd,  1781. 

Woodson's  ferry,  James  River, 

leth  July,  178L 
Dear  Sir, 

Hie  retreat  of  Lord  Gomwallis  to  Portsmouth,  and  the  advance  of 
GoL  Tvlton  with  about  nine  hundred  Cavalry  &  Infantry  towards 
Sooth  Carolina,  probably  with  a  view  of  putting  Oen'l  Qreen  in  » 
disagreeable  situation,  has  determined  the  Marquis  La  Fayette  to 
order  the  Pennsa.  &  Virginia  Troops  under  my  Command,  to  that 
Quarter. 

The  amallness  of  our  numbers  has  also  induced  us  to  throw  ihe 
FennavFa  into  two  Battalions,  sending  field  and  other  officers  from 
each  Corps  suffcient  to  bring  on  as  many  men  as  may  be  in  readiness 
to  n-inforee  us ;  together  with  Shoes  and  other  Articles  of  Clothing, 
of  which  we  stand  much  in  need. 

*  Seepage  76.  f  See  Col.  Beo.,  Vol.  XIII.,  p.  16 
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When  we  first  left  York  our  numbers  were  greatly  deficient ;  those 
who  were  returned  Sick,  Absent,  still  remain  in  Pennsa.,  which, 
added  to  the  loss  sustained  in  Action,  and  those  other  Casualties 
incident  to  all  Armies,  renders  it  absolutely  necessary  to  call  for  a 
reinforoemont  firom  each  Regiment ;  by  a  Gomparative  inew  of  the 
within  return,  with  that  sent  from  York,  you  will  see  the  necessity 
of  forwarding  all  such  as  may  be^Cloathed  and  equiped,  with  all  poo- 
tible  dispatch. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  Inform  you  that  a  few  days  respite  has 
restored  many  Men,  who,  from  fatigue,  were  beginning  to  fall  Sick, 
and  that  a  great  proportion  of  our  wounded  will  be  able  to  take  the 
field  in  a  little  time. 

May  I  hope  for  your  Ezceilenoie's  Influence  on  this  ooeaaon,  and 
to  believe  me  with  much  esteem, 

Your  Excellencies  most  obt.  ft 

very  Humble  Servant, 

AN1>  WAYNE. 

N.  6.     A  little  ThrAd  ft  Needles  will  be  of  the  utmost  utility. 

His  Excellency,  Gov.  Beed. 


Gbnl.  Washington  to  Pres.  Besd,  1781. 

Head  Quarters,  near  Dobb's  Ferry, 

16th  July,  1781. 
Sir,  % 

I  am  honored  with  your  Excellency's  Favor  of  the  7th.*  I  am 
exceedingly  happy  to  find  that  the  mode  of  procuring  the  specific 
Supplies  demanded  of  the  state  is  now  upon  such  a  footing  that  we 
may  hope  for  a  full  &  regular  Compliance  in  future ;  and  I  doubt 
not  but  if  the  other  States  will  follow  the  Example,  and  appropriate 
a  proportion  of  their  Revenue  to  the  Disposal  of  the  Superintendant 
of  Finance,  we  shall  soon  see  our  affairs  assume  a  now  ft  pleasing 
Appearance.  I  am  convinced  that  the  sole  Hope  of  the  Enem  v  has 
long  rested  upon  the  deranged  State  of  our  Finances.  Indeed,  all  our 
late  Difficulties  and  Distresses  have  proceeded  from  that  Source ; 
for  I  believe  it  will  be  confessed  that  the  Country,  since  the  Com- 
mencement of  the  War,  never  abounded  so  much  in  Resources  as  at 
present. 

The  Resolve  of  Congress  of  25th  May,  having  no  Retroeneot,  I 
can  put  no  other  than  my  former  Construction  upon  it,  which  was 
that  all  promotions  in  the  Artillery  ft  Cavalry  were  to  be  made  up 
to  that  Date,  upon  the  Principles  which  had  governed  for  thraie 
Years  in  those  Corps.  Is  it  not  strange  that  the  Officers  of  the 
Regiment,  late  Proctor's,  should  bo  the  only  ones  who  claim  a  Bight 

*  See  p.  256- 


PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1781.  286 

to  ID  Exemption,  from  what  they  very  well  know  has  been  the  Bnle 
of  Service.  It  is  bat  a  few  Days  ago  that  a  memorial  from  them  to 
Congress,  npon  the  same  Sobject,  was  handed  to  me  by  the  Board 
of  War,  when  I  answered  it  in  the  same  Manner  that  I  had  before 
done  to  the  Cooncil. 

Your  Ezoellency  cannot  oblige  me  more  than  by  interesting  your- 
self in  raising  the  Rifle  Corps.  We  experienced  the  Want  of  such 
a  Body  of  Men  in  a  little  affair  near  Kingshndge,  the  Beginning  of 
this  Month,  in  which  our  Troops  were  galled  considerably  by  the 
Hessian  Yagers,  who  did  Execution  at  a  Distance  to  which  our  Mus- 
quetry  could  not  reach. 

The  Proceedings  upon  Lieut.  Bigham  are  transmitted  by  this 
Conyeyance  to  the  Board  of  War.  Your  Excellency  clin,  therefore, 
call  upon  them  for  a  Copy  of  the  whole,  or  such  Extracts  as  may  be 
necessary. 

I  haye  the  honor  to  be, 

With  great  Respect  &  Esteem, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obed*  Servant, 

G-  WASHINGTON. 
His  Excellency,  President  Reed. 


Beio.  Gbn.  Wm.  Ibyinb  to  Pbes.  Reed,  1781. 

Carlisle,  July  16th,  1781. 
Sir, 

I  received  a  letter  yesterday  from  Major  James  Moore,  at  Hanover, 
in  York  County,  in  which  he  informs  me  the  Mogistrates  are  back- 
ward to  Quarter  the  Troops  there,  as  they  have  not  received  any 
particular  Instructions  from  Council,  for  the  purpose.  I  am  also 
informed  from  other  Posts,  particularly  by  Major  Grier  at  Lebanon, 
that  the  purchasers  have  refused  to  procure  any  more  Provbions,  as 
Mr.  Morris  is  to  find  the  supplies  for  the  States.  As  it  may  be  some 
tia«  before  Mr.  Morris  gets  his  arrangements  made,  I  fear  the  Troops 
wiU  aoffor  in  the  mean  time.  I  must,  therefore,  request  the  inter- 
ference or  influence  of  the  Hon'ble  Council  on  this  point. 

The  mode  I  was  informed  Mr.  Morris  intended  adopting,  in  my 
opinion  will  not  answer,  vis.,  to  supply  only  at  one  General  Rendes- 
Toos.  The  Recruits  found  by  the  Classes  must  have  provisions 
immediately  on  their  inlisting— beside  we  have  no  Tents  or  Camp 
Kqaipage  of  any  kind  yet,  prepared  to  enable  us  to  draw  the  whole 
togetner.  I  have  not  got  any  particular  Returns  of  the  number  of 
Ck«  Men  got  in  Philadelphia,  or  the  lower  Countys— but  am  sorrv 
to  iofbrm  Council  that  York  &  Cumberland  are  very  slow^  indeed, 
ihej  seem  quite  indifferent  about  the  matter — it  is  true  this  is  a  bad 
Vol.  IX.— 18 
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seaaoa  for  the  bnainfiaa,  being  in  the  midst  of  Harveati  perhaps  after 
that  is  over»  they  may  dp  something. 

The  peoide  in  general  seem  as  easy  and  secore  as  if  there  was  no^ 
War  in  the  Country. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Sir,  with  great  respeot 

&  esteem,  your  Exoellenoy's 
most  obedient  Servant, 

WM.  IRVINE. 
His  Bzcellencyi  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire. 


BoBT.  Morris,  S.  F.,  to  Prbs.  Beeb,  1781. 

Philadelphia,  16th  July,  1781. 
Sir, 

I  had  the  honour  to  inform  your  Excellency  on  the  6th  instant 
of  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  28th  June  last,  directing  me  to  press  a 
Complianoe  with  the  several  Requisitions  of  Congress  on  your  State. 
I  am  not  yet  in  Condition  to  State  the  Account  of  Specific  Supplies, 
but  I  enclose  you  a  Certified  Copy  of  the  Acc^  of  your  State  for 
Money,  by  which  it  appears  that  there  is  due  to  the  United  States 
38,665,995|g  Dollars  of  the  old  Emission  &  l,789,289|g  of  the 
new,  exclusive  of  the  ^  due  by  the  Resolution  of  the  18th  March, 
1780.  Your  Excellency  will  be  able  to  determine  how  much  has 
been  paid,  as  also  how  much  of  the  Specific  Supplies  has  been  fur- 
nished. The  Remainder  of  those  Supplies  forms  an  additional 
Balance  due  to  the  United  States,  which  it  is  my  duty  to  urge  the  Pay- 
ment of,  I  am  therefore  to  request  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  lay 
these  matters  before  the  legislature  of  your  state,  and  intrai^t  their 
compliance  with  the  Requisitions  of  Congress. 

Your  Excellency  must  be  sensible  of  the  Impracticability  of 
carrying  on  the  war,  unless  the  States  will  cheerfully  furnish  the 
means ;  whatever  they  grant,  will,  I  trust,  be  faithfully  applied  so 
as  to  produce  the  greatest  good  to  the  whole.  But  if  the  means  be 
withheld,  those  and  those  only  who  are  instrumental  in  it  must  be 
ohargeable  with  the  consequence. 

Having  the  most  thorough  Reliance  on  your  Excell'y*  Disposition 
to  promote  the  Public  Cause,  I  earnestly  recommend  to  you  this 
very  important  Object. 

With  every  sentiment  of  Respect, 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be  your  Excellencys 

most  obedient  &  humble  serv., 

ROBT.  MORRIS, 
S.  I.  of  Finances. 

Circular. 

His  Jfixcellency  The  President  of  S.  E.  Council  of  the  state  of 
of  Pennsyltaxua. 
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Joshua  Mkrsbrbau  to  Gov.  Livingston  of  N.  J.,  1781. 

Elizabeth  Town,  July  16, 1781. 
Sir, 

I  take  the  Liberty  at  rcqnest  of  Capt.  Soudder,  to  acquaint  your 
Excellency,  that  on  Examination  of  Mr.  John  Henderson,  yesterday, 
(a  British  Deserter,  now  on  his  Way  to  your  Excellency,  with  a 
Pass  from  Captain  Scudder)  I  perceived  a  great  backwardness  in  s* 
Henderson  of  giving  a  Direct  answer  to  many  Questions  I  put  to 
him  respecting  his  Coming  off,  and  must  Confess  I  am  very  Jealous 
of  him,  as  the  whole  of  his  proceeding  may  be  evasive,  and  Deceive 
us  here,  merely  to  pass  thro  the  Country,  under  pretention  of  going 
to  his  Uncle,  in  Virginia,  and  when  there,  Joyn  the  British  Army. 
He  is  either  come  as  a  Spye  or  out  of  fear  of  receiving  his  Just 
reward.  Your  Excellency's  Superior  knowledge  will  Direct  the 
farther  Government  of  Mr.  Henderson  3  as  a  Word  to  the  Wise  la 
sufficient,  I  shall  Conclude  with  my  best  Wishes. 
And  have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  Every  Sentiment  of  Esteem, 

Your  Execl^  most  obed*.  Hum.  Serv', 

JOSHUA  MEBSEREAU. 
P.  8. 

I  have,  ainoe  writing  the  within,  had  the  pleasure  of  learning  an 
Sxoeedinely  good  Character  of  the  Within  Jn*  Henderson ;  that  he 
liaa  been  in  our  Service,  behav'  well,  taken  a  Prisoner,  and  insisted 
€)n  ftn  Exchange,  but  refus'  by  the  British,  in  Consequence  of  hia 
TTnde's  interest ;  the  above  information  is  from  Messrs.  Asher  Ran* 
dolph  &  John  Brown  }  Brown  knew  him  in  the  R^  and  Randolph 
iraa  in  the  Sugar  house  with  him  3  months.  Confined,  &  both  believe 
kim  to  be  a  eood  friend  to  the  Country.  Your  ExC"  will  please  to 
Sxcnae  the  freedom  I  take  in  this  instance,  as  particular  Circam- 
Btances  require  it. 

I  am.  as  within, 

J.  M. 
Directed, 

His  ExceU,  Gov'  Levingston,  or  in  his  absence,  to  Col.  Braileji 
Esq.,  at  Prince  Town. 


Pbbs.  Bbed  to  Hon.  Robert  Morris,  1781. 

Council  Chamber,  July  16, 1781. 
Sir, 

I  am  to  acknowledge  your  Favour  of  the  14th,  and  take  the  Opp^ 
to  authenticate  the  Letter  of  the  10th  Inst.,  in  which  by  some  Acci- 
dtet  the  official  Signature  was  omitted.*    The  Applieadon  for 
*  See  page  281. 
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TnasporUtioQ  would  at  this  Time  be  particularlj  diBtresaiog,  as 
the  Waggon  Law  is  expired  &  the  present  Assemblj  did  not 
think  its  Bevival  expedient — Unprovided  with  Specie  also,  which 
alone  commands  this  Service,  we  shall  be  illy  able  to  give  the  As- 
sistance which  may  be  necessary  in  transporting  the  Military  Stores. 
We  had  flattered  ourselves  that  the  late  Tax  Bill  would  have  given 
us  some  speedy  Relief,  but  are  informed  that  at  Jeast  3  Months 
must  elapse  before  any  Product  can  be  expected  even  from  this  City 
&  County,  &  double  the  Time  from  the  Country. 

Col.  Morgan,  we  are  informed,  &  your  Letter  countenances  it, 
intimated  an  Expectation  of  your  including  the  Militia  Posts 
under  your  Care — but  it  was  a  Misapprehension,  as  we  have  made 
Arrangements  for  the  Supply  of  all  mere  Militia  Posts,  but  wo  do 
not  include  Reading,  York  &  Lancaster  in  this  Description,  as  the 
British  Prisoners  are  stationed  there.  Yellow  Springs,  Wyoming  & 
Easton,  are  all  Continental  Posts,  &  as  they  are  included  in  Gen. 
Washington's  enumeration  we  apprehend  will  fall  under  your  Care 
unless  he  should  make  any  Alterations  in  the  latter,  the  other  two 
we  conceive  must  for  the  present  be  considered  as  permanent. 

We  have  long  since  given  up  the  Hope  of  liquidating  any  Account 
of  the  State  witn  the  Continent ;  we  consider  every  Advance  as  an 
absolute  Disposal  of  the  Money,  &  upon  this  Principle  have  deem'd 
it  safest  to  guard  in  the  first  Instance  rather  than  trust  to  the  preca- 
rious Hope  of  future  Settlement  &  Discount.  Of  all  the  Militia 
called  out  during  the  War  we  have  never  received  of  the  United 
States  more  than  present  Subsistance,  &  the  Intricacy  of  the  Ac- 
counts, with  the  Fluctuations  of  the  Currency,  will  we  fear  render 
the  Settlement  extremely  uncertain,  not  to  say  impracticable.  But 
it  seems  unnecessary  to  add  more  upon  this  Subject,  as  we  seem 
mutually  to  understand  that  fixed  Posts  or  Magazines  will  fall  under 
your  Patronage,  casual  ones  &  Militia  other  than  those  stationed  for 
continental  Purposes  to  fall  within  ours.  And  for  these  we  will  en- 
deavour to  provide  as  well  as  an  empty  Treasury  will  admit 
I  am  Sir,  with  Respect  &  Esteem, 

your  Obed.  Hbbl.  Serv. 

July  18, 1781. 

Directed, 
Hon.  Robert  Morris,  Esqr. 


Pres.  Reed  to  Hon.  GEORaE  Bryan,  1781. 

Sir, 

The  Coundl  herewith  send  yon  the  first  Deed  that  has  presented 
to  us  for  the  Sales  of  the  State  Island.    We  apprehend  it  will  be 
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proper  that  the  Triutees  or  at  least  one  of  them  should  oertify  the 
Right  of  the  Fnrohaeers,  &  see  if  the  Deed  is  oonformable  itq  the 
Terms  of  Sale  &  Pkn  of  the  Lqts. 

Whieh  upoa  the  present  Oocasion  we  request  you  would  please 
to  do. 

I  am^  Sir,  with  much  Esteem, 

your  Obed.  Hbbl.  Sorv. 


Col.  Jambs  Wood  to  Pbbs.  Rbed^  1781. 

Reading,  17th  July,  1781. 
Sir, 

I  am  Exoeediogly  embarrassed  how  to  act  with  Respect  to  Huting 
the  Q^rman  Troops  in  the  Vioiuity  of  this  Place;  the  Lands  aluded  to 
in  your  Letter  to  Col*  Eckert,*  and  which  you  supposed  to  be  vested  in 
the  Proprietaries,  is  claimed  by  the  Inhabitants,  under  former  Agree- 
ments has  been  surveTed  and  the  Taxes  paid  by  the  Persons  in  Fob- 
sesuonfio  that  loonolude  altho  they  haye  no  legal  Title,  yet  they  are 
intitled  in  Equity;  and  being  altogether  Unacquainted  with  the  Laws 
of  the  State,  I  Iwve  thought  it  Prudent|to  refer  the  matter  to  your 
EzceUen<^,  and  to  Postpone  any  Proceedings  until  I  receive  your 
ftfther  Instruetions.  The  Place  adjudged*the  most  proper  for  Building 
the  Huts  is  Olaimed  by  a  Mr.  Huster,  as  you  will  perceive  by  the 
Indoeed  Letter  from  his  son.  Another  Place  was  thought  of  by  Ooh 
Rekert,  Olaimed  in  the  same  manner  by  a  man  who  has  absconded, 
whieh  is  Distant  about  three  and  a  half  miles  from  Town  and  which 
I  have  Viewed,  but  am  of  Opinion  it  will  be  very  inconvenient  firom 
the  hardness  of  the  road  to  it,  and  the  stream  of  water  being  small 
and  uncertain.  Col*  Eckert  and  myself  are  of  Opinion  that  the  Con- 
tinental stables  and  a  large  Store  House  might  be  converted  into 
Barraeks  to  advantage,  by  raising  them'about  two  feet  and  underpin- 
ing  with  stone,  by  which  it  would  make  them  two  stories,  and  with 
some  small  additions  wou'd  shelter  the  whole  of  the  Troops ;  how- 
ever this  won'd  be  attended  with  inconvenience,  as  their  Fire 
wood  must  be  waggoned,  but  I  am  told  not  any  considerable  Dis- 
tance :  my  Intention  is,  if  the  Troops  are  to  be  Hutted,  and  the 
Quarter  Master  can  Procure  Tools  and  a  Person  acquainted  with 
Building  to  superintend  the  work,  to  have  them  Built  by  the  Troops, 
snd  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  of  use  upon  any  other  or  future  Occa- 
sion ;  I  mentioned  this  matter  to  the  Quarter  Master,  who  tells  me 
that  Che  situation  of  his  Department  is  such  as  to  render  it  very 
Difficult  for  him  to  Procure  the  necessary  Tools ;  and  that  it  won't 
be  in  his  Power  to  get  a  superintendant  for  want  of  Money,  I  am 
Jnst  seting  off  to  Lancaster  in  Expectation  of  receiving  your  Orders 

*  See  page,  231. 
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nspeotiiig  the  British  Troops,  and  shall  retam  to  this  Place  so  soon 
ts  I  haye  adjasted  matters  there ;  in  the  mean  time  aaj  Orders 
addressed  to  Ool*  Eokert  or  Major  Bayley,  will  be  strictly  complied 
with. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  the  greatest  respect, 
Sir;  y  Ezcellency's 

Very  Ob*  Serv*, 

JAMES  WOOD  * 

P.  S.    The  Continental  Stables  are  175  feet  by  20,  and  the  Store 
House  is  60  by  20. 

Directed^ 

Public  Service. 

His  Excellency;  President  Reed,  Philadelphia. 


BoA&B  OF  Wa&  to  P&bs.  Ebbd,  1781. 

War  office,  July  17,  1781. 
Bir 

The  Board  are  embarrassed  in  their  Calouhtions  of  the  Nvmbevs 
of  Rations  necessary  to  be  delivered  at  Lancaster  &  in  forming  a 
judgment  whether  any  Contract  or  to  what  Amount  tdiouM  be  nude 
for- York  Town  under  an  Uncertainty  whether  any  t  what  Prisoners 
are  to  be  stationed  at  that  place.  As  the  Board  left  the  Determina- 
tion of  this  Matter  to  Council  ao  as  ta  make  the  «tatk>ning  the 
prisoners  most  convenient  to  the  State,  we  request  the  Aivour  of 
your  Excellency  &  the  Honble  Council  to  inform  whether  aitay  Alte- 
ration is  to  be  made  in  the  Cantonment  of  the  Priaontra  mm  that 
understood  by  the  Board  to  be  the  one  fixed  upon,  via.,  that  the 
Ocrman  Prisoners  of  the  Convention  should  be  stationed  at  Reading, 
the  British  Convention  Troops  at  York  Town,  &  the  unconditional 
Prisoners  at  Lancaster.  We  are  led  to  give  you  this  Trouble  for 
the  sake  of  precision  &  that  no  unnecessary  Contracts  may  be  made 
at  any  place  or  larger  Proviuon  made  any  where  than  is  absolutely 
necessary. 

We  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  great  Respect, 

your  very  obed.  Servants, 

RICHARD  PETERS, 
By  order. 

Direciedf 
His  Excellency,  President  Reed. 

*  See  pages  262,  276. 
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Fbbs.  Beeo  to  Hok.  Robert  Mobbis,  1781. 

Sir, 

I  inVf  reeeired  yoirir  F^Tour  of  the  16th  iDst.,'*'  which  ooniaics 
80  manj  ioterestiug  Remarks  that  the  CouDcil  wish  to  give  it  a  par- 
tioakr  OonsideratioiL     Inelosed  is  the  Wan*  for  £146^250  oounter- 
'  mgDed  agreeable  to  your  Request.     I  am  Sir, 
with  muoh  £^teein, 

your  Obed.  Hbbl.  Serr., 

J.  R. 
Jkdoned,— July  18,  17atMf  -b'l* 

Dindedj — Hon.  R.  Morris,  fisq*-,  Sop.,  &o. 


Council  to  John  Habt,  1781. 

Philadelphia,  July  18, 1781. 
'Sir, 

Citptaiti  Claypoole,  who  is  appointed  to  reoeiVe  the  reeraits  of 
your  Oouhiy  at  Newtown,  has  spplied  to  Counoil,f  and  requested 
that  provision  may  be  made  for  them  whil6  they  reftain  lA  that 
town.  On  oonslderation  the  Conneil  request  that  you  wiH  contract 
with  som^  suitable  persbn  to  supply  them  at  as  reasonable  rate  as 
can  be  obtained;  tro  payment  to  be  made  in  specie,  and  Council 
will  endeavour  to  comply  with  your  eoAtract.  The  Council  rely  on 
your  endelivocirs  on  this  occasion,  and  confident  of  your  success, 
I  am  your  most  obedient 

&  very  Humble  seryant, 

T.  M. 
'    P.  6.  As  it  is  hot  probable  there  are  at  present  any  number  of  the 
recruits  at  Newtown,  Capt.  Claypoole  will  not  go  there  immediately, 
but  the  Council  request  that  as  soon  as  his  presence  is  necessary 
•  you  will  give  him  notice^  that  he  may  go  and  take  charge  of  them. 
Direciedj 
John  Hart,  tSsq.,  Bucks  County. 


Pbbs.  Bssd  to  Board  of  War,  1781. 

Gent, 
In  answer  to  your  Favour  of  yesterday^  I  beg  Leaye  to  acquaint 

f)U  that  the  Prisoners  will  be  stationed  agreeable  to  the  original 
roposals,  viz.,  The    German   Conventionalists  at  Reading — the 
British  hi  York  Town,  &  the  unconditional  Prisoners  at  Laneastet. 
I  am,  Gentlemen,  very  respectfully 

Tour  Obed.  Hbble.  ser., 

J.  R. 
Indor^y—Jn\y  18th,  1781. 
*  See  page  28C.        f  See  Ool.  Bee.,  Vol.  XIU.,  p.  8.        t  See  page  290. 
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Col.  Saml.  Htjntbr  to  Col.  Maxwbll  Chambers,  1781. 

Sanbniy,  July  18th,  1781. 

Sir, 

-  The  16th  Inst  Captain  Johnson  oame  here  with  twenty  mz  of 
your  County  militia,  who  is  to  serve  their  touer  of  Duty  in  this 
County,  but  in  the  Manner  they  have  eome  here  they  are  of  no 
service  to  us ;  fourteen  of  them  wants  Ouns,  and  no  ammunition 
here  to  give  them,  which  is  Rcaly  hard  if  they  are  Oblidged  to 
Return  without  doing  any  service  t^iheir  Country.  I  am  Geting 
some  arms  Repaired  for  them,  buY  baveing  no  ammunition  nor 
flints  I  do  not  know  what  to  do  in  ease  you  do  not  send  up  some  by 
the  man  Captain  Johnson  sends  Down. 

Coll.  Hubley  wrote  me  there  was  fifty  to  be  up,  but  I  never 
Ima^ned  the  Militia  would  be  ordered  here  without  being  properly 
Equip'd  If  its  Possable  Endeavour  to  procure  a  little  ammunition 
and  -flints,  for  those  fifty  men  yon  have  sent  up,  as  we  have  no  Stores 
here  of  any  kind,  not  even  Provision  j  especially  meat  is  very  soaroe 
in  this  Diiitressed  County. 

The  Boemy  has  made  their  appearance  once  more  amongst  us. 
Yesterday  there  was  three  Indians  Discovered  about  twenty  miles 
up  the  north  branch  by  one  of  Capt.  Robinson's  men. 
I  am  Sir, 

your  most  Humble  Serv% 

SAML.  HUNTER,  L.  N.  C. 
Direciedf 

ColL  Maxwell  Chambers,  Sub  Lieut  Lancaster  County,.  Fasten. 


Col.  a.  Hublbt,  Lt.  op  Lr.  Co.,  to  Frbs.  Rsbd,  1781. 

Lancaster,  July  18th,  1781. 
Sir, 

I  cannot  forbear  making  my  grateful  acknowledgements  for  your 
Excellency's  most  obliging  favour  of  the  11th  instant,*  which  came 
to  hand  late  last  evening. 

With  respect  to  the  Prisoners  here,  I  have  wrote  your  Ezoellenoy 
full  on  the  subject  a  few  days  since.  It  not  only  contains  mine, 
but  the  oppinion  of  the  Inhabitants  in  general.  I  have  no  doubt 
every  thing  on  the  part  of  your  Excellency  &  Council  will  be  done 
to  make  matters  agreeable  both  to  the  people  &  the  Prisoners. 

And  as  to  the  militia  which  marched  for  Northumberland  a  few 
days  since,  I  have  wrote  to  Colo.  Hunter,  and  have  desired  him  to 
put  the  arms  of  the  relieved  party  into  their  hands. 
*  See  page  269. 
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Oolo.  AUlee  has  uot  jet  fornifihed  me  with  any  aooonnts  or  other 
papers  relatite  to  the  Lieutenancy  of  Lan'  County,  so  that  I  am 
totally  ignorant  of  his  proceedings,  and  consequently  have  it  not  in 
my  power  to  do  any  thing  with  those  people  who  have  not  yet 
settled  their  fines. 

Mr.  Hall,  D.  Oommiss'y  of  Milit'y  Stores  here,  informed  me,  last 
evening  he  reeeiTed  Orders  for  all  the  powder.  Cartridges,  Ac,  &o., 
at  this  pkoe  to  be  forwarded  for  the  Army  to  the  Eastward  immedi- 
ately. 

That  CSartridges  and  flints  will  be  wanted  here  so  long  as  a  guard 
b  kept  npi  I  nSoi  not  to  impress  upon  your  Exeelleney  ft  OouneiL 

I  hare  only  to  request  vou  will  furnish  me  with  an  order  to  detain 
as  many  here  as  you  shall  judge  will  be  necessary.  Mr.  Hall 
expeets  such  an  order,  and  as  it  is  probable  the  stores  will  shortly 
■o?6  off,  I  must  beg  Council  will  rorward  these  orders  as  soon  as 
possible. 

I  hare  the  Honor  to  be 

with  every  respect  &  esteem, 
Your  Excel'ys  Ob't  serv*, 

AD'M  HUBLET,  Lt  Lr.  Cy. 
Direetedf 

(On  pnblie  servioe.) 

His  Excellency '  Joseph  Reed.  Esquire,  Preside  of  Pennsy*. 
PhlUdelphia.  '      -1      ^ 


Paes.  Rbkd  to  Obit.  WASHiNaToir,  1781. 


Sir, 

I  hare  now  the  Satis&ction  to  inform  your  ExcelFy  that  having 
^th  great  Difficulty  accomplished  a  Loan  of  some  hard  money,  wo 
Ibave  begun  the  Kecruitiog  the  Rifle  Corps  requested  by  your 
SxcelPy,  to  the  Commuid  of  which  Major  Parr  has  been  appointed. 
The  Plan  of  the  Business  as  well  as  the  Bounty  was  settled  in  Con* 
eert  with  Gknl.  St.  Clair  &  Major  Parr,  &  we  flatter  ourselves  it  will 
be  M  successful  as  the  busy  season  of  Harvest  &  very  high  Wages 
for  Labourers  will  admit 

I  mlso  take  this  Opp'y  to  acquaint  your  Excell'y  that  we  have  a 
Prospect  of  a  considerable  Addition  to  the  Line  from  men  raised 
for  18  months  by  Glasses,  agreeable  to  a  late  Law.  ^  The  Object  of 
this  Law  beinff  to  raise  Men  without  any  Commutation  in  Money  ; 
Tery  considerable  Exertions  are  made  by  the  respective  Classes,  Ik 
Boaotaes  as  high  as  £25  Specie  have  been  given.  I  take  the 
Liberty  to  inclose  your  BxcelPy  a  Draught  of  the  recruiting  Instruct 
tions  in  both  OascF.  The  Officers  who  were  not  necessary  with  the 
Troops  mre  stationed  in  difierent  Places  to  receive  the  Recruits. 

I  am^ 
Indonefl,—Jn]j  19,  178L 

13* 
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the  State  is  bvonght  in  in  this  Tryal  of  Possession  to  answer  ptrticalar 

Krposes,  to  gain  Time  for  the  Tenant  in  possession  and  put  the 
ndlord  to  the  utmost  trouble  and  expenoe  in  their  power. 
The  Faots  are  thus. — A  certain  John  Baby  was  in  oia  Life  Time 
possessed  of  a  Tract  of  Land  of  about  one  hundred  Acres  in  this 
County  but  had  no  Deed  or  Conveyance  for  the  same.  He  died 
about  the  year  1768,  having  first  made  his  Will,  being  wrote  in  the 
German  language  I  send  herewith  a  Copy  of  a  Translation  filed  with 
it  His  Widow  took  out  Letters  of  Adm'ion  with  the  will  annexed 
and  some  Time  after  died.  Nicholas  Johns  and  Philip  Brendle  the 
present  Landlord  took  out  Joint  Letters  of  Administration  on  her 
Estate.  William  Adams  who  had  possessed  the  Linds  before  John 
Ruby  by  some  means  obtained  a  Patent  from  the  Proprietaries  in 
his  own  name  and  the  administrators  of  the  Widow  Ruby  got  Adams 
to  convey  to  them  by  Deed  giving  him  a  Bond  of  indemnification 
for  so  doing  and  on  the  same  Day  5th  July,  1766  Philip  Brendle 
and  Nicholas  Johns  the  adm'ors  executed  a  Deed  of  Trust  deolaring 
after  reciting  the  Deed  made  to  them  by  Adams,  That  they  held  in 
Trust  for  the  Heirs  of  John  Ruby  deceased  and  committed  this  Last 
Deed  to  Record.  Nicholas  Johns  one  of  the  Trustees  afterwards  also 
died  and  the  whole  management  of  the  Estate  devolved  on  Philip 
Brendle  the  Surviving  Trustee  and  the  present  Landlord.  It  is 
fdledged  by  Brendle  and  I  believe  some  prove  can  be  made  thereof 
that  while  Nicholas  Johns  lived  several  Letters  were  received  firom 
the  Heirs  in  Earope  respecting  their  Claim  but  during  this  war  not 
any  thing  has  been  heard  of  them ;  all  the  papers  relating  to  the 
Estate  or  Transactions  thereof  are  in  the  possession  of  some  of  the 
Heirs  of  NichoUs  Johns  (the  dead  Trustee.)  The  Attorney  for  the 
Tenant  in  possession  not  being  able  to  keep  the  Lands  fur  his  Client 
alledges  that  the  Estate  is  Escheated  to  Government  for  want  of 
known  Heirs  under  the  act  for  settling  Intestate  Estates,  the  12th 
Sec",  page  35  contenting  that  the  Will  made  by  John  Ruby  did  not 
devise  his  Lands.  The  Will  is  wrote  in  German  and  by  a  very 
poor  Clerk,  however  the  Intention  of  the  Testator  can  notwith- 
standing easily  be  discovered,  that  his  Estate  should  be  pos- 
sessed by  his  widow  during  Life  and  after  her  decease  he  gives 
several  Legacies  no  doubt  to  be  raised  out  of  that  Estate  and  lastly 
devises  the  Remainder  one  half  to  his  next  Friends  and  the  other 
half  to  his  Wife's  next  Friends  so  that  it  is  apparent  that  the 
Intention  of  the  Testator  was  to  give  his  Estate  to  the  Heirs  which  he 
knew  existed  and  no  doubt  will  claim  as  soon  as  the  Cummnnication 
between  Europe  and  this  Country  b  opened  by  the  termination  of 
the  war.  The  Justices  however  have  on  the  whole  thought  proper 
to  stay  their  Judgement  in  affirmation  of  the  verdict  untill  the 
Supreme  Executive  Council  could  be  consulted  thereupon,  -and 
known  whether  if  they  should  be  of  opinion  that  the  State  should 
prosecute  their  Claim  by  virtue  of  13th  See"  in  page  487.  My 
opinion  of  the  matter  was  that  should  the  Estate  be  Escheated  under 
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the  Aei  of  Anem^  for  want  of  Heirs,  the  CooDoil  would  proseoata 
their  Claim  at  their  own  Time  and  not  ander  the  proTiaoe  in  page 
437  which  requires  them  to  hold  by  Decent  Deed  or  from  or  under 
the  Laat  Will  &  Testament  »f  the  Lessor  accrued  or  happoning  since 
the  oommenoement  of  the  Lease,  which  was  made  in  March,  1777 
and  that  the  State  had  no  occasion  to  put  itself  into  anj  difficult j, 
trouble  or  expence  for  want  of  such  Deed  and  that  I  oould  scarcely 
suppose  that  Council  would  intermeddle  with  an  Estate  of  this  kind 
while  there  was  any  probability  of  Heirs  to  claim  it.  The  Landlord 
Philip  Brendle  haa  with  the  Rents  hitherto  received  built  a  good 
one  Story  House  and  improved  the  Lands  and  upon  aooount  rendered 
for  the  payment  of  Taxes  and  the  buildings  the  Estate  ia  in  arrear 
to  him  £26  16  7  exclusive  of  the  expenoe  in  eanrying  on  this  Suit 
against  the  present  Tenant,  who  had  the  Honesty  to  pay  him  £15 
Continental  Currency  worth  at  the  time  15s.  Specie  for  one  year's 
Bent  tho'  the  Lease  mentions  good  money  and  thereby  brought  ou 
the  present  dispute.  The  House  and  Improvements  as  I  stand 
iDatrocted  have  not  been  made  without  advise  and  in  the  cheapest 
manner  and  truly  to  the  Interest  of  the  Estate — Should  the  Heirs 
appear  or  the  Estate  be  Escheated  to  Government,  He  requires  no 
more  than  to  be  reimbursed  and  for  that  purpose  he  is  solely  anxious 
to  bold  the  premisses,  He  now  is  kep  out  of  the  Possession  and  out 
of  his  money  while  the  Tenant  reaps  every  advantage  after  the 
verdict  by  the  Jury,  untill  the  matter  is  decided  without  being 
aoooootaUe.  I  therefore  pray  that  Council  will  Speedily  decide  on 
the  matter,  whether  (should  they  be  of  opinion  that  the  Estate 
ought  to  Eicheat,)  they  will  take  their  own  Time  and  convenience 
for  it  or  whether  they  will  at  the  next  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
claim  under  the  provisoe  in  page  437. 

1  am  Sir  with  all  Respect 

your  most  ob^  hble  ServS 

JOHN  HURLEY. 
Directed  J 
His  Exoellency,  Joseph  Reed,  Esq'. 


1763,  the  5th  May. 
An  ordering  or  Last  Will  from  Johanes  Ruby. 
First,  he  ordered  for  his  House  Wife  Ann  Barbara  of  what  he 
%hall  leave  behind  or  his  Estate  all  the  Rents  or  Interest  while  she 
lives  to  Qscu 

Secondly,  shall  after  her  Death  40  pound  be  given  to  Shertses 
youngest  Son. 

Thirdly,  10   pound  shall  come  to  the  poor   Reformed    School 
Children. 

Fourthly,  there  shall  be  given  to  Dorothea  who  lives  with  him 
8  pound  or  one  Cowc,  the  Rcmaiuder  shall  fall  or  com  the  one  half 
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ptii  to  Johanes  Bub/s  next  Frinds,  the  other  half  part  ihall  com 
to  the  Wife  Ann  Barbara  her  next  Erindi. 

his 
HANNIS  X  RUBY, 
mark. 
Hana  Shanta, 
Nicholaa  Shanti^ 
Philip  Brendle. 

Preyed  the  6th  September,  1768,  before  Edward  Sbippen,  Eiq' 
late  Deputy  Begister. 

Tranalated  from  the  German  original  by  Emanael  Garpenteri 
Efq%  late  President  of  the  Courts  in  Lan^. 


L.  Wbiss  to  Timotht  Matlack,  1781, 

PhUada.,  19  July,  1781. 
Sir, 

I  have  mentioned  to  M**  Holker,  that  the  Council  object  to  His 
Excellency  the  President's  exeoutiug  the  Grant  of  part  of  Province 
Island  to  M'  Holker,  Because  it  was  entred  in  the  vendue  Masten* 
Book  as  beiDg  purchased  by  M'  Sclles. 

M'  Holker  desired  me  to  represent  to  Council,  that,  altho'  it  was 
indiflferent  to  him  in  whose  name  the  Deed  was  made,  yet  he  should 
best  like  to  have  the  Fact  stated  as  it  is,  rather  than  the  Appearance 
upon  the  Book.  The  16  of  May  last,  M'  Selles  was  the  Carrier  of 
Mr.  Holker's  Bid  at  the  Auction,  and  the  next  Day  of  his  Money 
to  the  Treasury.  That  the  Treasurer's  Receipt  proves  Mr.  Holker 
to  be  the  purchaser,  who,  by  the  Law,  as  well  as  by  the  Advertise- 
ment of  the  Trustees,  is  intitled  to  the  Deed.  As  Mr.  Holker  has 
purchased  that  Estate  with  Monies  belonging  to  Gentlemen  in  France, 
and  he  would  not  appear  to  them  as  having  made  a  second  hand 
purchase  of  Mr.  Selles,  he  gave  me  the  Direction  to  draw  the  Deed 
in  his  own  Name ;  but  he  told  me  this  day,  that  if  Council  insist  on 
its  being  made  to  Mr.  Selles,  I  shall  draw  it  accordingly,  with  a 
proper  Conveyance  from  Mr.  Selles  to  Mr.  Holker. 

1  beg  you  will  mention  the  matter  in  Council,  and  give  me  a  line 
in  Answer. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  most  obed*  humble  Ser*, 

L.  WEISS.* 
Directed f 
To  Timothy  Hatlack,  Esquire,  at  the  Council  Chamber. 

*  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  XIII.  p.  8. 
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CoinrojL  TO  Oxoegi  Bbtah  ahd  G.  Sohlossib,  1781. 

In  Goanoily 

Phikda.,  July  20, 1781. 
GkoUemen : 

The  Connoil  request  jon  will  please  to  lay  (mt|  as  soon  as  maj  ba, 

about  one  hundred  city  lots  for  sale  next  week,  taking  the  Surveyor 

Qeneml  to  your  Assistance,  and  lay  the  plan  of  them  before  the 

Council  for  their  approbation. 

To  H'nble  (Jeorge  Bryan^  Esqr.^  and  George  Sohlosser.    Pvesent 


Lt.  Col.  BfiNTEGSS  to  Pbks.  Bebd,  1781. 

Philadelphia,  the  20  July,  1781. 
Honored  Gentlemen: 

I  am  informed  bv  Gap^  Christy,  who  has  the  Command  of  the 
troops  at  Reading,  that  the  Mafldstrates  and  Quarter  Master  refuse  to 
quarter  the  troops  amongst  the  Inhabitants;  I  must  therefore  apply 
to  your  Honorable  Board  for  Directions  how  the  Men  should  ho 
quartered  at  Beading. 

I  Likewise  would  beg  to  know  when  a  man  had  served  three  years 
in  the  Service  of  the  United  States,  and  was  legally  discharged,  (he 
fimnerlv  being  a  Deserter  of  the  British  Armyj)  whether  that  man 


may  take  the  oath  ascribed  by  the  state,  and  be  inlisted  by  the 
Glasses.  There  are  instances  that  men  would  inlist  who  have  resided 
6,  7  years  in  the  Country,  having  deserted  before  the  Contest,  but 
on  account  of  the  Oath  they  mav  i^t  be  inlisted.  I  beg  the  Opinion 
of  your  Honorable  board,  and  I  am,  with  the  Highest  Esteem, 
Your  Hon.  Board's  Ob.  hb'e  ServS 

B.  P.  MENTQES,  Lt.  Od. 

I  shall  send  off  all  the  Becmits  to  morrow,  and  will  transmit  thQ 
Names  of  the  Deserters  to  your  Hon'ble  Board,  with  the  Deserters 
at  Mr.  Funk's. 

IHrected, 

To  The  Honorable  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania!  Philadelphia. 


Pbbs.  Bekd  to  Lt.  Col.  Mektges,  1781. 

Sir. 

La  Answer  to  year  Letter  of  this  Day,  would  inform  yon  that  the 
Connoil  are  oi  Opinion,  that  when  the  Beoruits  are  inlisted  St  delivered 
to  the  proper  Continental  Officer,  they  are  ta  be  quartered  as  other 
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Troops.  For  Example,  as  Capt.  Van  Horn's  Corps  &  other  Con- 
tinental Soldiers;  &  that  it  [is]  the  Duty  of  the  Continental  Qnarter 
Master,  or  his  Dcp^,  to  take  Measures  for  this  Purpose. 

With  Respect  to  inlisting  Deserters,  we  apprehend  the  Number  to 
be  so  few  who  deseiied  before  the  War,  &  the  Abuses  that  would 
follow  recruiting  such  as  have  deserted  since,  that  we  deem  it  best 
to  abide  bj  the  Instructions  as  given. 

I  am.  Sir,  Your  Obed.  Servt* 

U  Col.  Ment§^s. 
Indorsed^ 

July  20, 1781. 


Resolution  of  Congress,  1781. 

By  The  United  States  in  Congress  Asembled, 

July  23-,  1781. 
Resolved, 

That  five  suitable  persons  be  appointed  and  authorised  to  opeta  a 
Bubsoription  for  a  loan  of  thirty  thousand  dollars,  for  the  support  of 
such  of  the  Citizens  of  the  States  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  as 
have  been  driven  from  their  Country  and  possessions  by  the  enemy  ; 
the  said  States,  respectively,  by  their  delegates  in  Conmn,  pledging 
their  faith  for  the  re-payment  of  the  sums  so  lent,  with  interest,  in 
proportion  to  the  sums  which  shall  be  received  by  their  respective 
eitisens,  as  soon  as  the  legislatures  of  the  said  States  vhall  severally 
be  in  condition  to  make  provision  for  so  doing,  and  Congress  henbj 
gnaranteeing  this  obligation. 

That  the  said  five  persons  do  also  reeeive  voluntary  and  (tee  dcma- 
tions,  to  be  applied  to  the  further  relief  of  the  said  sufferers. 
Ordered, 

That  the  President  send  a  copy  of  the  above  resolution  to  the 
executives  of  the  several  States  not  in  the  power  of  the  enemy, 
requesting  them  to  promote  the  success  of  the  said  loan  and  donation 
in  such  way  as  they  shall  think  best. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Seo'y. 


Pres.  Reed  to  the  Hon.  C.  Hats,  Esq.,  Westmoreland, 

1781. 

Sir, 

Since  your  Departure  we  have  received  sundry  Letters  from  Col- 
Lochry,  Mr.  Duncan,  Mr.  Porry,  Col.  Marshal  &  others  of  yaat 
County  but  none  from  yourself.  By  these  we  find  that  the  unhappy 
Disputes  which  we  wished  to  see  extinguished  seem  rather  to  rise 
to  greater  Hoight.     We  are   truly  concerned  to  find  suoh  a  Spirit 
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prermiling  but  as  yet  havo  seen  nothing  to  alter  onr  opinion 
with  Respect  to  Mr.  Perry  or  Col.  Loobry,  the  former  retracts 
some  Part  of  his  Returns,  alledgea  that  he  had  not  received  what 
had  been  returned  as  on  lland  the  People  withholding  it  on  acot.  of 
the  Depreciation  of  the  Money.  We  earnestly  wish  to  have  the 
account  closed  that  we  may  have  done  with  him,  &  desire  you  to 
let  Mr.  Cook  &  Mr.  Moore  know  that  we  should  be  glad  they 
would  inspect  his  acct  as  soon  as  possiblci  &  inform  us  how  they 
appear.  Yon  promised  to  look  out  for  SDme  suitable  Person  for  a 
Lieutenant  but  we  presume  you  have  forgot  it  or  an  apprehension 
of  giving  offence,  as  to  the  latter  it  is  plain  you  have  nothing  to  losCi 
Col.  Loohry  &  his  Friend  appearing  to  us  to  be  as  much  opposed  to 
you  as  they  can  be,  and  unless  you  have  seen  something  more 
favourable  to  Col.  Lochry  than  when  hero  we  desire  you  would  con- 
sult with  Mr.  Scott  &  some  of  the  other  Friends  to  the  Government 
&  nominate  a  Person  to  us.  Your  Plan  of  calling  the  principal 
People  together  to  consult  about  appropriating  the  money  delivered 
you  for  the  use  of  the  County  appears  to  us  to  have  been  judicious, 
&  the  Proceedings  of  the  People  with  Respect  to  Oen.  Clarka 
Expedition  equally  so,  Tho'  there  have  been  some  Suggestions  that 
this  filxpedition  would  not  be  very  useful  to  the  County,  we  coold 
not  bat  suppose  any  offensive  operations  would  keep  the  Indians  at 
Home  &  prove  a  more  effectual  Relief  to  the  Frontiers  than  any 
defensive  Force  whatsoever ;  we  hope  the  same  spirit  will  continue  &  L 
asrare  you  it  will  give  us  great  Satisfaction  to  support  &  strengthen 
it  by  suitable  assistance  from  this.  The  Enemy  having  invaded  the 
State  of  Virginia  &  the  affairs  of  the  Government  necessarily  much 
deranged,  we  found  it  impracticable  to  have  tho  Line  run  as  first 
proposed.  Besides  this  it  appeared  that  the  season  was  too  far 
elapsed  to  make  the  astronomical  observations  necessary  for  the 
operation  so  that  we  were  obliged  to  postpone  it  to  next  spring.  But 
as  we  knew  a  Line  was  necessary  for  the  Peace  &  safety  of  the 
Country,  we  at  the  same  Time  proposed  that  a  temporary  Line 
should  be  run  from  the  Termination  of  Masons  &  Dixons  to  the 
Ohio  or  23  miles  towards  the  Ohio,  the  latter  was  agreed  to  &  we 
have  on  our  Part  appointed  Alex.  McClean  Esq.  Virginia  has  ap- 
poioted  the  Survevor  Gen.  of  Yoogbigany  County,  the  Express 
carrys  up  Mr.  McCleans  Commission  &  Instructions  with  our  pro- 
posal to  Gov.  Jefferson  &  his  answer  which  will  be  sufficient  authority 
we  hope  for  the  Purpose,  and  we  must  desire  you  &  the  other  Gentle- 
men of  Westmorl'd  to  forward  the  Bassiness  as  much  as  possible. 
I  send  you  by  this  oppr.  the  I^ws  &  Notes  of  the  last  Session  with 
some  News  Papers.  Our  affairs  in  Carolina  &  Virginia  wcar^  as 
Cavourable  an  appearance  as  could  bo  expected,  Gen.  Greene  having 
nearly  recovered  the  whole  Country  except  the  Capitals.  We  expect 
Ld.  Gomwallis  will  abandon  Virginia,  as  Gen.  Washington  &  the 
French  armv  have  invested  New  York  which  will  produce  one  of 
two  CavooimUe  EffeotSi  either  The  Enemy  must  leave  Virginia  or 
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New  York  will  fall.  Since  the  Paper  money  retired  from  Ciroo- 
lation  we  were  for  a  Time  in  the  greatest  Difficulties  for  money  not 
a  Shilling  of  Specie  in  the  Treasury  k  nothing  to  be  done  without 
it.  I  am  astonished  when  I  look  back  k  see  how  we  hare  carried 
on  publick  Business,  no  Situation  could  be  more  punful  or  dis- 
tressing, We  shall  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  as  often  as  convenient, 
&  I  am  Sir  with  due  Regard, 

Your  obed.  k  very  Hbble.  Serv. 

JOS.  REED. 


P&ES.  Reed  to  William  Scott,  1781. 

Sir, 

Your  Letter  of  the  11  Inst,  has  been  duly  received  k  hope  by  this 
Time  you  have  got  the  affair  of  the  Prisoners  in  some  Way  of  suitable 
arrangement.  We  delayed  their  March  on  a  Suggestion  that  they 
might  be  accomodated  at  Lancaster  which  would  have  been  the 
Saving  of  a  Guard  k  much  other  Ezpence  but  found  it  impracticable. 
We  presume  you  have  by  this  Time  been  informed  by  Col  Moylan 
that  on  the  20  Inst  your  Purchases  were  to  cease.  Mr.  Morris  hav- 
ing undertaken  to  supply  by  Contract,  we  must  observe  that  this 
will  not  extend  to  the  Post  at  McCallisters  Town  which  you  will  still 
consider  under  your  Care  for  the  present,  But  we  would  wish  you  to 
contract  with  some  Person  There  to  supply  the  Recruits  k  officers 
with  Rations  at  so  much  '^  Ration,  or  if  the  Prisoners  are  at  5  miles 
Distance  from  the  Town  of  York  we  hope  it  might  do  to  keep  Major 
Moore  k  his  Party  at  that  Place  in  which  Case  Mr.  Morris'  Contract 
might  include  them.  With  Respect  to  the  Timber  on  the  Ground 
where  the  Prisoners  are  to  hut,  we  must  observe  that  the  state  has 
in  no  Instance  found  any  Troops  with  Wood — that  is  the  duty  of  the 
Quarter  Master  Gen.  or  his  Deputies.  We  should  suppose  that  it 
would  be  proper  to  have  an  Estimate  made  of  the  Value  by  indiffer- 
ent Persons  k  that  the  Quarter  master  Gen.  would  include  it  as  a 
proper  article  of  his  Department,  But  we  do  not  mean  to  make  the 
State  accountable  by  any  Direction.  The  Prisoners  are  brought 
into  Pennsylv.  by  order  of  Gen.  Washington  k  Congress  k  after 
they  are  settled  we  apprehend  you  will  have  no  other  Concern  with 
them  whatever  than  to  keep  up  a  suitable  Guard.  The  remiuning 
Duties  will  fall  upon  the  superintending  Continental  officer  to  keep 
good  order.  The  Contractor  under  Mr.  Morris  to  supply  them 
with  Provisions  k  the  Qr.  Master  to  provide  the  articles  of  his  De- 
partment as  Wood,  Tools,  Waggons,  ftc.. 

With  Respect  to  tho  old  Continental  money  in  your  Hands  we 
desire  you  to  send  it  down  to  Mr.  Rittenhouse  the  State  Treasarer 
who  will  take  order  respecting  it.  The  seven  mondia  men  have 
no  Claim  upon  the  State  for  their  Pay,  they  were  Continental 
SoldieiB  &  most  look  to  the  Paymaster  of  the  Regiments  to  which 
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ihej  respeetiyelj  belonged.  At  the  Importunity  of  some  of  the 
Lientensnts  &  before  old  Continental  money  was  out  of  Circulation 
we  gave  Permission  to  pay  them  50s.  ^  month  if  they  would  take  it, 
mfterwards  there  was  a  Resolve  that  whenever  the  Troops  with 
whom  they  served  received  the  Pay  for  those  months  that  these  Men 
should  receive  also,  but  this  is  not  the  Case,  there  were  13  months 
due  of  which  they  only  received  three.  When  it  is  considered  that 
these  men  received  large  Bonn  ties  because  the  Continental  Pay  was 
BO  iriffling  it  seems  extraordinary  that  they  should  be  so  importu- 
nate as  at  the  Time  of  Inlistment  they  expected  no  more  thai^50scont. 
S  month,  But  they  certainly  have  no  just  Claim  of  Prefejenoe  over 
e  Troops  who  oontinne  in  Service,  and  the  answer  to  them 
may  very  properly  ba  that  when  the  old  Soldiers  receiye  their  Paj 
for  that  Time,  they  will  be  paid  also. 

We  wish  to  have  the  Lieuts.  accounts  made  up  as  soon  as  possible 
Ton  know  it  is  a  Subject  which  our  Enemies  carp  at. 
I  am  Sir, 

Your  obed.  Hbbl.  Serv.  J.  R. 

Ikdoned,— July  2B,  1781. 

William  Scott^  Esq.^  Commiss.  &o,y 


PfiBS.  Reed  to  Mb.  Mason,  1781. 

Sir, 

I  dnly  received  your  Favour  of  the  1st  July,*  &  laid  it  before  the 
CooneiL  As  ail  our  Plans  for  Relief  of  the  Frontiers  had  failed 
of  Sucoeas,  or  at  least  seemed  not  to  give  the  Satisfaction  we  wished| 
when  Col.  Hays  left  the  Council,  we  sent  up  a  Sum  of  Money  by 
him  to  be  laid  out  in  such  a  manner  as  the  Inhabitants  them- 
selves should  deem  best.  There  is  no  Object  which  has  enga^ 
onr  Attention  more,  &  none  could  have  given  us  more  Satisfaction 
to  have  succeeded  in  than  giving  Sufficient  Protection  to  the  Fron- 
tiers. But  when  the  Nature  of  the  Country,  &  mode  of  Warfare 
praetised  by  the  Savages  is  duly  &  cooly  considered,  it  is  much  to 
be  fbared  that  there  is  no  e£fectual  Security  in  the  Nature  of  Things 
against  their  Depredations.  If  there  is,  we  presume  those  who  live 
on  the  Frontiers,  &  are  most  interested  to  put  it  in  Execution,  will 
adopt  it,  and  I  may  assure  you  of  our  hearty  Concurrence  therein. 
Gen.  CUrk,  whose  abilities  &  Success  are  well  known,  seems  to  be 
of  Opinion  that  if  properly  supported  he  could  give  effectual  Pro- 
tection, &  the  Conduct  &  Proceedings  of  the  good  People  of  West- 
monlaod  affords  a  pleasing  Prospect  that  they  will  exert  themselves 
OQ  this  oooasion.  We  highly  approve  of  what  has  been  done,  & 
h<^  in  a  short  Time  to  be  able  to  congratulate  you  on  some  signal 
ioooefli  from  that  Quarter,  The  Consequences  of  which  will  be  long 
k  happily  felt  by  the  distressed  Inhabitants,  with  whom  we  sincerely 
Sympftthiie. — We  have,  in  Concert  with  Virginia^  agreed  on  a 
*  See  page  288. 
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temporary  Lioe  to  be  ran  for  settling  Jurisdiction,  &  appointed  on 
our  Part  Alex'  McClean,  Bsq',  Commissioner.  The  present  express 
oarrjs  his  Commission  &  Instructions,  &  we  hope  he  will  receive  M 
possible  aid  from  the  County  of  Westmoreland  in  the  Proseoatioa  of 
this  necessary  &  desirable  Work. 
I  am  Sir, 

with  dne  Regard, 

Your  Friend  &  Hbble.  Ser. 

J.  B. 
Directed f' 

Isaac  Mason,  Esq.,  Member  of  Ass'y,  Westmoreland. 
Jndoned, 

July  23, 1781. 


Pres.  Rbed  to  Col.  James  Marshall,  Libutshant   of 
Washington  County,  1781. 

To  Col.  James  Marshall^  Lieut^  of  Washington  Goanty. 
Sir, 

I  have  received  two  Letters  from  yon,  one  of  the  5th,  &  the 
other  of  27th  June,*  which  I  have  laid  before  the  Council.  We  are 
sorry  to  hear  of  the  Obstructions  which  have  been  thrown  in  your 
Way  by  ill  designing  People  who  keep  up  unhappy  Contests  for 
sinbter  Purposes.  We  hope  the  Time  will  soon  come  when  these 
Machinations  will  be  at  an  End,  as  we  are  resolved  aa  soon  as  the 
Jiine  is  run  to  exert  the  Power  of  leg^l  &  coercive  Authority  over 
all  who  shall  presume  to  disturb  the  publick  Tranquillity  &  distress 
the  County  by  their  mal  Practices.  It  was  much  our  Wish,  & 
equally  our  Intention  to  run  the  Line  this  Spring,  but  the  State  of 
Virginia  being  invaded,  &  the  Afiairs  of  the  Government  in  great 
Confusion,  there  has  not  been  the  Time  or  Opp'y  for  that  Purpose, 
which  was  necessary.  Besides  that,  upon  Inquiry  we  found  the 
.  Season  was  too  fur  advanced  for  those  astronomioisd  Observations 
which  were  necessary  to  run  the  line  with  Exactness.  We  have 
therefore  postponed  the  grand  Operation  to  next  Spring.  But  as 
we  know  it  was  highly  necessary  to  have  a  Partition  of  Territory  & 
Jurisdiction,  we  proposed  to  Virginia  to  run  a  temporarv  Line, 
beginning  at  the  End  of  Masons  &  Dixon's  &  measuring  23  miles, 
what  is  by  common  Computation  the  &ye  Degrees  of  Longitude 
called  for  in  the  Charter  of  King  Charles  the  2d.— This  has  been 
agreed  to,  &  the  State  of  Virginia  has  sent  Orders  to  the  Surveyor 
of  Yeoghegany  County  to  join  with  one  to  be  appointed  bv  ua  to 
that  Service.— We  have  appointed  Alexander  McCleM)|  hatp^t  & 
.     *  See  pages  198,  288. 
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tills  Express  carries  up  his  Commission  &  Instrnctions  for  this 
Poipose.  Shoald  he  liave  Occasion  for  a  Ooard  or  any  other 
Assistance  from  yon  we  make  no  Donbt  he  will  receive  it.  As  soon 
as  they  have  mn  the  Line  &  reported  their  Proceedings  we  shall 
send  np  Proclamations  calling  npon  all  those  who  shall  fall  into  this 
State  to  conform  to  its  Laws  k  Government,  &  hope  yon  will  soon 
be  relieved  from  the  Anarchy  &  Confusion  which  has  reigned  so 
long  in  yonr  Country  from  this  unhappy  Dispute. 

Yon  k  the  other  Friends  of  this  State  may  depend  upon  a  firm 
k  Tigorons  Support  in  yonr  Attachment  to  it,  k  that  we  shall  most 
heartily  concnr  in  every  Measure  to  establish  Peace^  Good  Order  k 
Government  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  Friend  k  Hbble.  Ser., 
J.R. 
Indaned, 

July  28, 1781. 


Pbks.  Rbbd  to  Hon.  Oeo  Bryan,  1781. 

Sir, 

tFpon  Consideration  of  the  Act  of  Assembly  respecting  the  Pre- 
Mrration  k  Sale  of  the  City  Lots,  we  apprehend  the  Possession 
ooght  to  be  in  the^State  before  any  such  commeneed,  or  it  will  be 
the  Interests  of  Partisans  to  set  up  k  protract  the  Tryal.  We  have 
Harst  k  Barnes'  Lots  now  specially  in  View,  &  think  it  would  be 
liest  to  have  their  Fences  moved  to  their  undisputed  Line,  &  then 
ire  can  direct  the  Ejectment  with  more  Propriety,  k  by  this  means 
^rge  the  Plff.  to  a  speedy  Trial. — In  this  View  of  the  Matter  all  the 
Fences  .shonld  be  taken  down  from  River  to  lUver  beyond  the 
lioiits  as  now  settled  by  the  Verdict  of  the  Jury. 

I  am  Sir,  &c. 
Imdoned, 

July  28,  1781. 


Pkbs.  Reed  to  David  Duncan, 

Bit, 

Tour  Letters  of  the  24th  April  k  9th  June*  have  been  duly  re- 
edved.  The  former,  wherein  you  express  a  Desire  to  relinquish* 
yonr  Appointm*  of  Commissioner  of  Purchases,  would  have  been 
answered  sooner  bnt  that  wo  were  in  Expectation  a  Change  of  that 

•  See  pages  97,  200.     • 
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System  would  take  Place.  This  has  since  happened,  Mr.  Morris 
having  undertaken  to  supply  all  the  Continental  Posts  in  tbis  State, 
80  that  you  will  of  course  be  relieved  from  that  Appointm*  before 
this  can  reach  you.  That  Gentleman  has  already  advertised  the 
Contract  for  Fort  Pitt  &  its  immediate  Dependencies.  With  Respect 
to  the  Militia  of  Westmoreland,  we  mu^t  desire  you  to  continue  to 
supply  them  untill  some  Arrangement  can  take  Place  for  them.  We 
have  received  &  laid  before  Congress  the  Petitions  agf  Col.  Broad- 
head  &  yourself,  &  are  truly  sorry  for  the  Disposition  which  so 
manifestly  prevail.  It  is  much  to  be  feared  that  the  Desire  of 
handling  publick  Money  without  Account  has  been  too  much  the 
Cause  of  their  Complaint,  in  which  it  is  also  to  be  regretted  that  the 
Distance  of  Witnesses  &  the  Prevalence  of  Party  in  a  great  Measure 
prevents  an  Investigation  of  the  Truth,  which  I  hope  whenever 
made  will  prove  favourable  to  you.  We  have  received  a  Letter  from 
Mr.  Perry,  wherein  he  retracts  a  part  of  his  Returns  in  which  be 
had  credited  the  State  for  Articles  on  Hand,  alledging  that  the  Pcopla 
will  not  deliver  them.  You  must  receive  what  you  can  from  him 
&  we  must  endeavour  to  call  him  to  Account  for  the  Remainder. 

Gen.  Clark's  Expedition  seems  to  have  met  with  such  Encourage- 
ment from  Westmoreland,  that  we  hope  it  will  bo  effectual  for  the 
Relief  of  the  Frontiers.  We  roust  entreat  yon  to  give  him  all  the 
Aid  you  possibly  can  without  involving  us  in  Ezpence.  Col.  Broad- 
head  seems  to  be  of  Opinion  that  it  will  be  of  no  Service  to  Penn- 
sylvania, but  we  find  the  principal  Inhabitants  of  Westmoreland 
think  differently,  as  we  ourselves  do,  &  therefore  hope  all  the 
Friends-  of  this  State  will  give  it  their  utmost  Weight  &  Support. 
I  am,  Sir^ 

your  Obed.  Hbbl.  Serv., 

JOS.  REED. 
Directed, — ^To  David  Duncan^  Esq',  Fort  Pitt 


Pres.  Bbbd  to  Dblegatis  in  CoNaRESS,  1781. 

In  Council,  Philad*,  July  23,  1781. 
Gent. 

Agreeable  to  the  Resolution  of  Assembly"*"  we  have  prepared  a 
Petition  to  Congress  requesting  a  Heariog  upon  the  Claim  set  up  by 
Connecticut  for  the  Susquehanna  Lands  agreeable  to  the  Articles  of 
Confederation — But  as  we  would  not  embarrass  Congress  or  take 
up  their  Time  with  a  disagreeable  Discussion  at  an  improper 
Season,  we  shall  be  glad  of  your  Opinion  whether  it  will  at  thja 
Juncture  be  seasonable  &  proper. 

I  am.  Ac. 
Indar$ed,^^n\j  28, 1781. 
Dirteted, — Honble  Delegates  of  Penns"  in  CongreM. 

*  See  Col.  Bee.,  VoL  XIIL,  p.  10. 
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Answer. 

The  Delegfttea  of  PeDnsylvania  in  CongreRS,  present  their  Compli- 
ments to  his  £zocl]encj  the  President  and  Council,  and  inform  them 
that  thej  have  considered  their  favour  of  the  23'*  Inst.,  and  are  of 
Opinion  that  the  present  is  not  the  most  proper  Time  to  prefer  the 
Petition  therein  aluded  to. 

In  Congress,  Joly  26;  1781. 
Dirteitd^ 

His  £zeellenoj;  President  Beed,  in  Council. 


Pass.  Bbed  to  Col.  Archibald  Locurt,  1781. 

Sir. 

I  duly  received  jonr  Favour  of  the  4th  Jul  j,"*"  &  laid  it  before  the 
Council.  The  Difficulty  of  getting  any  Account  of  the  large  Sums 
of  Money  sent  to  the  Frontiers  has  been  for  some  Time  a  Subject  of 
Reflexion  upon  all  those  who  have  received  it,  and  it  would  have 
given  us  Pleasure  if  we  could  have  said  that  your  Accounts  were  an 
Exception — With  Respect  to  those  Sub  Lieutenants  who  have  not 
settled  we  can  only  say  that  the  Militia  Law  has  vested  you  with 
sufficient  Power  to  compel  an  Account,  &  that  we  must  insist  upon 
your  putting  the  Law  in  Force,  as  it  has  become  not  only  a  Duty  but 
a  matter  of  indispensable  Necessity  that  the  Accounts  should  be  ren- 
dered— We  know  nothing  of  Col.  James  Perry's  Settlement,  as  we 
presume  he  is  a  Sub  Lieutenant  we  think  he  ought  to  have  settled 
with  you  &  then  your  general  Account  to  be  settled  with  the  pub- 
lick — We  must  also  observe  to  you  that  Col.  Broad  head's  Letters, 
tho'  they  may  be  proper  to  shew  that  the  Expresses  were  not 
needlessly  sent,  are  not  the  proper  Vouchers  for  that  Part  of  your 
Accoant.  The  Receipts  from  the  Persons  employed  are  in  this  Case 
the  proper  Vouchers,  which  doubtless  you  have. 

We  have  carefully  perused  the  Letters  &  Paper  which  accompanied 
ypur  Letter,  &  it  is  with  much  Pleasure  I  am  to  express  the  Satis- 
faction of  the  Council  in  the  Proceedings  of  the  good  People  of  the 
County  wjth  Respect  to  Gen.  Clark's  Expedition.  It  had  been  sug- 
gested by  Col.  Broadhead  that  6eu.  Clark's  Enterprise  was  not 
calcalated  for  the  Relief  of  the  Frontiers,  but  designed  for  another 
Quarter.  We  are  glad  to  find  from  such  good  Authority  that  it  is 
otherwise,  k  make  no  Doubt  after  what  has  passed  that  he  will  re- 
ceive such  farther  Aid  k  Support  as  may  be  necessary  for  the 
Completion  of  hb  Purpose.  We  are  persuaded  it  will  give  the 
only  efieotaal  Relief  from  the  Distresses  which  have  so  long  k  so 
•erioQsly  afliicted  the  Frontiers — We  are  extremely  concerned  to  see 
the  Deficiencies  k  Disputes  which  prevail  in  the  County^  k  which 

*  See  page  246. 
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mast  weaken  its  Credit  &  Force.  The  Monies  &  Ammunition  sent 
&  unaccounted  for  we  are  persuaded  have  contributed  much  to  it — 
The  Distribution  of  the  Force  of  the  Frontiers,  the  Neglect  of  Duty 
of  Officers  commanding  that  Force,  at  the  same  Time  overlooked  or 
indulgently  treated  by  those  who  should  have  exerted  themselves  & 
the  Opportunities  supposed  to  be  taken  to  favour  themselves  ft 
Friends  have  all  made  Impressions,  &  very  probably  in  some  De- 
gree created  those  Uneasinesses.  The  Petition  of  sundry  Inhabi- 
tants of  Westmoreland  in  your  Favour  have  been  road  in  Council  & 
filed.  It  will  have  its  due  Weight,  but  we  must  at  the  same  time 
observe  that  these  Testimonials  are  so  easily  obtained  that  they  do 
not  operate  so  much  to  the  Advantage  of  an  Officer  as  a  punctual 
Adherence  to  his  Duty,  Impartiality  in  bis  Office  &  a  frequent  & 
fair  Settlement  of  his  Accounts — which  make  all  such  Certificates 
unnecessary 

Not  being  informed  with  Respect  to  the  Ballance  of  your  Accounts, 
which  are  yet  before  the  Auditors,  we  can  say  nothing  to  the  Post- 
script of  your  Letter  which  desires  the  Ballance  to  be  sent  up,  but 
that  any  Ballance  ascertained  will  be  duly  paid. 

As  we  do  not  observe  any  Thin^  by  this  Express  which  is  so 
special  that  it  might  not  have  come  by  a  private  Hand,  we  hope  it 
will  not  be  a  publick  Charge.  We  must  repeat  our  Injunctions  in 
all  Cases  to  be  as  frugal  &  careful  a£  possible^  in  all  matters  of  pub- 
lick  Expense. 

I  am,  &c. 
Indorsed, 

July  '23, 1781. 


Pbbs.  Rbed  to  Gov.  Morris,  1781. 

D'  Sir, 

I  did  not  see  your  Publication  of  last  Wednesday  for  several  days 
after,  &  tho'  I  have  had  no  Concern  with  the  Publication  of  the  Free- 
man's Journal,  nor  propose  to  have  any,  I  think  it  is  incumbent  to 
mention  that  I  do  not  entirely  agree  in  the  Sentiments  you  have 
expressed  with  Regard  to  the  Committee  of  1778.  I  do  not  recol- 
lect to  have  ever  seen  Gen.  Arnold's  Letter  before  its  late  Publica- 
tion, or  that  the  Canada  Expedition  ever  came  officially  before  the 
Committee,  or  that  any  measures  were  taken  by  them  to  frustrate  it. 
As  to  myself,  I  am  persuaded  that  as  a  member  of  that  Committee 
or  individually  I  never  did  more  than  express  a  mere  casual  Opinion 
in  Conversation  respecting  it,  that  from  the  Season  of  the  Year,  the 
Want  of  Preparations,  &c.,  it  afforded  little  Proep^t  of  Success,  which 
Events  justified.  I  thoufht  it  best  to  communicate  this  to  yoa  for 
your  Consideration,  should  the  literary  Dispute  be  ooDtinued. 

I  am  Bur,  Your  Obed  hbble.  Ser. 
Indorsed,    July  24, 1781. 
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(Giroolar.) 

PfiES.   OF  COKGRESS  TO   P&ES.  BeED,  1781. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  jon  an  Act  of  Congress  of  the  23d 
Instant,  and  another  connected  therewith  of  the  24thy  for  the  pur- 
pose of  procuring  a  loan  of  thirty  thousand  dollars  for  the  distr^ifled 
Citizens  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  who  have  been  driven  from 
their  country  and  possessions  by  the  enemy,  and  are  lately  arrived 
in  this  city ;  and  also  for  obtaining  charitable  donations  for  the 
further  relief  of  said  sufferers. 

Your  sensations  on  reading  what  is  already  written  have,  I  know, 
anticipated  every  thing  I  would  wish  on  the  occasion.  I  shall  there- 
fore subscribe  myself, 

with  the  utmost  respect,  Sir, 
Tour  most  obedient 

and  most  humble  Servant, 

THO.  M'KEAN,  PresidcnL* 
PhOadelphia,  July  26ih,  1781. 
Dirtctcdf 
His  Excellency  the  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Resolution  of  Congress,  1781. 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled. 

July  24th,  1781. 
Besolvcd, 

That  Messrs.  William  Bingham,  John  Bayard,  George  Meade, 
and  Jacob  Barge,  and  Docf  Hutchinson  be  and  they  are  hereby 
appointed  and  authorised  to  open  a  subscription  for  a  loan  agreeably 
to  the  reaolation  passed  yesterday. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 
CHA.  THOMSON,  Setf^. 


Peeb.  Used  to  Hon.  Geo.  Bryan,  1781. 

Sir, 

Wa  were  favoured  with  yours  of  the  24th  Inst,  this  morning. 
The  Ijetter  addressed  to  you  was  grounded  on  a  Supposition  that 
the  Lot  dainicd  by  Bam  &  Hurst  stood  on  the  same  Footing  with 

*  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vel  XIU.,  p.  15. 
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otherS;  but  yoar  EzplanatioD  &  the  Circnmstances  of  the  Case 
appear  fully  aafficient   to  warrant  a  Distinotioo,  &  the  Council 
entirely  approYe  of  the  Terms  on  which  it  now  stands. 
I  am  Sir, 

with  much  Esteem, 

Your  Obed.  Hble. 
Directedj 

Hon.  a.  Bryui  Esq. 
JtHdoritdf 
July  26, 1781. 

Pres.  Rbbd,  to  Robrrt  Morkib,  1781. 

Sir, 

As  yonr  Favour  of  the  16  Inst.*  contained  some  interesting  Par- 
ticulars, we  have  taken  some  Time  to  deliberate  upon  it,  &  now  take 
the  Liberty  to  offer  the  following  Remarks  : — 

Tho'  the  Warrant  for  the  4,000  Dollars  of  the  new  Emission  is 
not  on  Aeo'  of  the  y%  due  to  Congress,  but  funded  on  the  Ballanoe 
of  former  Requisitions,  we  apprehend  it  most  fall  under  yonr  Direc- 
tions, or  we  have  mistaken  the  Resolutions  of  the  Assembly,  which 
are  grounded,  as  we  presume,  upon  Propositions  made  by  you  & 
accepted  by  them.  We  understand  that  except  the  £30,000  reserved 
for  special  &  domestick  Occasions,  the  whole  Paper  Money  of  the 
State  is  to  be  under  your  Control ;  that  the  new  Emission  of  the 
State  was  not  to  be  drawn  forth ;  &  as  a  Security  for  this,  the 
Treasurer  was  directed  to  reserve  the  old  Money  in  his  Hands. 
These  being  the  Facts,  we  do  not  see  how  we  are  to  become  possessed 
of  the  new  Emission,  which  is  only  Issuable  on  an  Exchange  of  new 
Money  for  old,  at  the  Kate  of  40  for  one — or  how  we  can  be  in  a 
Condition  to  answer  this  or  similar  Demands  of  Congress;  for  should 
the  Taxes  be  so  vigorously  pushed  as  to  draw  in  our  whole  Quota  of 
old  Money,  we  shall  be  at  an  equal  Distance  from  the  new,  while  tho 
former  remains  with  M""  Kitten  house,  agreeable  to  the  ReaolTeof  the 
House,  which  we  have  considered  as  a  Part  of  your  Plan,  &  passed 
at  your  Instance. 

We  scarcely  know  what  to  say  to  those  large  Ballances  due  from 
this  &  other  States  to  Congress— it  seems  reasonable  that  when  a 
State  by  its  Exertions  in  Time  of  Necessity  &  Danger,  haa  advanoed 
Cloathing,  Provisions,  Ammunition,  Militia,  k  other  Neoessariea,  at 
tho'Instance  of  Congress,  &  more  especially  of  those  Artiolea  which  do 
not  come  under  the  Description  of  specifick  Supplies,  that  it  shoiild 
ba?a  a  Credit,  so  as  to  lessen  that  Ballanee ;  ft  we  boped  it  would  kaT,e 
been  a  material  Object  with  the  Auditors  of  pubKck  Aeoonitti 
to  ha?e  had  our  Account  with  Congress  s'bted  by  this  Timo^hl 

*  Page  SM. 
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which  Cue  we  think  it  would  appear  that  the  Advances  of  Penii- 
ajlvaoia  have  been  very  great^  much  bejrond  her  Proportion  caloo^ 
lated  at  ^<^  of  the  Union.  But  be  that  as  it  may,  the  Diffioalty  of 
Payment  atill  continnea,  &,  we  think,  must  oontinue,  untill  we  either 
pass  away  oor  old  Money  for  the  new  Emiaeion,  or  fall  upon  some 
other  Mode  of  procuring  the  new  Emiaeion,  such  aa  purohaeing  it 
with  Specie. 

With  Respect  to  the  Distinction  in  the  Receipt  of  Taxes  between 
the  well  &  ill-a£fcctedy  we  doubt  very  much  whether  the  increased 
Demand  for  Paper,  arising  from  its  general  Receipt  in  TaxeSi 
would  have  had  so  considerable  an  ESect  in  appreciating  the  Paper 
as  yon  suppose,  or  balhince  the  Discontent  which  would  have  fol- 
lowed the  indiscriminate  Assessment.  We  have  Reason  to  think 
the  Distinction  alone  has  reconciled  the  well-affected  to  the  Weight 
of  the  Burthen,  &  that  there  would  have  been  Danger  of  a  general 
Opposition  to  the  Tax,  had  it  been  otherwise :  For,  as  it  has  been 
justly  observed,  the  dietaffeoted  have  taken  all  natural  &  accidental 
Advantagea  of  their  Enemies,  which  can  only  be  ballanced  by  arti- 
ficial Advantages  created  by  the  Whigs,  &  which  the  Custom  &  Prac- 
tice of  other  Natious  &  other  States  well  warrants.  The  Feelings  of 
an  insulted  &  injured  People  require  some  Sacrifices ;  &  those  who 
would  bring  them  to  their  Purposes,  must  sometimes  give  as  well  as 
take. 

M**  Searle's  Negotiation  was  two  fold — The  first  to  procure  certain 
Supplies  of  Cloathing,  Ammunition,  Arms,  Artillery,  for  the  Defence 
of  the  City,  &  other  Military  Stores.  The  second  to  procure  a  Sum 
of  Money  on  Loan,  to  relieve  present  Exigencies.  In  the  first,  he 
had  the  fairest  Prospects,  a  Company  at  Lyons  having  entered  into 
a  Treaty  to  furnish  him  with  the  enumerated  Articles  to  the  Amount 
of  2  Millions  of  Livres — but  Opposition  arose  from  an  unexpected 
Quarter — ^it  was  suggested  that  such  a  Contract  would  be  displeasing 
to  Congress  &  derogatory  to  the  Union.  It  is  much  to  be  lunicnted 
after  the  groat  &  repeated  Disappointments  which  the  Continent  has 
•nfifered  in  foreign  Supplies,  that  any  Influence  should  be  used  to 
obatmot  the  Procurement  of  the  most  essential  Articles  of  War  by 
other  Hands:  But  so  the  Fact  unquestionably  is,  As  we  have 
received  an  authenticated  Copy  of  the  Propositions  as  made  by  the 
Foumisaeanx  Generanx,  &  the  Remarks  made  after  these  Difficulties 
had  been  suggeated  to  them.  The  Loan  of  Money,  Mr.  Searle  & 
Mr.  Adams  both  are  of  Opinion,  will  be  faoiliuted  in  Hollands  by 
the  Rupture  in  Englan  1 ;  but  we  do  not  find  the  Prospects  of  either 
of  the  Gentlemen  in  this  {Articular  were  very  encouraging  last  Winter. 
We  have  requested  Mr.  Searle  to  return  unless  he  had  actually  con- 
elnded  any  Contract  which  his  Stay  might  be  necessary  to  cxecutioq. 
Shoald  final  Disappointment  follow,  we  shall  regret  it  aa  a  publick 
Inconvenience ;  but  ile  apprehend  your  Department  will  be  more 
iBunediately  aflbofaed,  aa  every  Supply  fHrocured  by  a  Sute  is  so  far  a  R^ 
lief  toftbeiUBitedSiiiRleai  and  leave  aomooh  more  Money  to  be  applied 
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to  general  Uses,  &  the  Restoration  of  publick  Credit.  Had  M'  Searle 
uncocededi  we  should  cheerfully  have  concurred  in  appropriating 
what  might  have  been  necessary  for  supporting  &  forwarding  your 
present  Plan;  &  should  more  favourable  Advices  be  received,  we 
shall  immediately  communicate  them.  We  do  not  feel  ourselves  in 
the  smallest  Degree  influenced  by  that  unhappy  Disposition  which 
too  often  induces  Men  to  counteract  Measures  which  have  not  origi- 
nated with,  or  are  not  conducted  by  themselves.  On  the  Gontraryi 
every  Measure  which  has  the  publidc  Good  for  its  Object,  shall  have 
our  Support;  &  wo  trust  no  Qentleman  in  Office  will  ever  have 
Occasion  to  apply  to  us  the  Observations  which  have  occurred  in  M' 
Searlc's  Mission,  as  it  is  our  clear  Intention  to  afford  every  reasona- 
ble Aid  in  our  Power.  Upon  this  Principle,  also,  we  shall  refer 
every  Proposition  touching  public  Money  to  you,  in  the  first  InstancOi 
least  we  may  inadvertantly  &  unintentionally  injure  your  Plan. 

We  ever  considered  the  procuring  a  Sum  of  hard  Money  a  most 
essential  &  indispensible  Requisite  to  restore  publick  Credit  &  bring 
our  Paper  Currency  back  to  its  former  Standard ;  it  was  on  this 
Principle  we  endeavoured  to  Procure  it  in  Europe ;  if  it  cannot  be 
got,  &  you  have  no  other  Resource,  which  in  a  Case  of  such  Mag- 
nitude seems  to  us  beyond  the  Reach  of  private  Credit,  we  consider 
the  drawing  out  of  Paper  as  unavoidable — at  the  same  Time  we 
join  in  deploring  the  Necessity,  as  we  are  persuaded  a  Depreciation 
will  ensue,  lot  the  Issue  be  conduct.ed  with  as  much  Secrecy  &  Pru- 
dence as  Possible.  Wc  would  just  take  the  Liberty  to  suggest  the 
defering  it  as  long  as  you  can.  The  Island  Money  is  gaining  Credit 
&  unless  an  early  Check  is  given,  it  will  communicate  its  Inflaenco 
to  the  other  Money.  In  the  mean  Timo,  you  may  rest  assured  that 
we  have,  in  the  most  pressing  &  urgent  Terms,  called  upon  the  Com- 
missioners &  all  Persons  employed  in  the  Collection  of  Taxes  to  proceed 
with  Vigour  &  Energy.  Our  own  Experience  of  the  Difficulties  A 
Mortificalion  which  attend  pccuuiary  Supplies,  without  suitable  & 
sufficient  Means,  will  operate  powerfully  upon  us  to  strengthen  your 
Hands,  &  enable  you  to  proceed  with  Chearfulnessin  the  great  Work 
you  have  undertaken.  Should  it  be  necessary,  as  we  apprehend  it 
will  soon  appear,  to  change  the  31  ode  of  collecting  the  Taxes,  by 
special  Appointments  for  the  Purpose,  instead  of  Election,  &  laying 
oflP  the  Counties,  now  too  largo  &  unwieldy,  into  more  manageable 
Districts,  we  doubt  not  your  Influcuoe  &  Weight  will  be  given. 
From  the  Deficiencies  of  the  Counties  observable  in  the  last  8t«te  of . 
the  publick  Accounts,  it  is  too  evident,  that,  in  this  Respect^  the 
Firmness  A  Vigour  is  wanting  which  the  Nature  of  the  Service 
demands.  It  has  been  remarked,  &  we  believe  pretty  justly,  thtt 
Persons  are  selected  for  Commissioners,  Assessors,  &*c.,  whose  prin- 
cipal Recommendation  has  been  an  Easiness,  perhaps  an  Indolence, 
of  Disposition — or  what  is  equally  dangerous,  a  vicious  Spirit  of 
popularity,  which  gratifies  itself  at  the  Expence  of  the  publick.  But 
with  the  best  Talents  k  Intentions,  it  is  to  be  foMred  that;  nnlese  the 
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Bosioeas  cao  be  reduced  to  a  smaller  Compasa,  it  will  be  beyond  tbe* 
Reaoh  of  present  Management;  &  that  it  must  be  divided  &  simpli* 
fiedy  ft  candidly  as  well  aa  vigoroualy  supported  by  Persons  of 
Weigbt,  however  differing  on  other  Points,  before  it  can  attain 
that  Perfection  so  much  desired,  &  so  necessary  to  support  oar 
Indepcndanco. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  due  Respect  &  Ksteem, 

Your  Ob'  Hblo.  Sorvt 
Indonedf 
July  87, 1781. 


Sky.  Peter  Miller  to  Secretary  Matlack,  1781. 

Bespected  Sir, 

After  having  received  His  Excellency's  Letter,  concerning  John 
Rein,*  together  with  the  Resolve  of  the  Committee,  I  commuDicated 
the  same  to  said  Rein,  which,  being  advised  by  his  English  Friends, 
that  delivering  himself  up  might  endanger  bis  life,  was  scrupulous 
what  step  to  take.  Whoever  be  desired  me,  to  write  in  bis  Behalf 
to  Esquire  Attlec,  which  I  did,  and  communicated  to  Him  Hia 
Excellency's  Letter  and  the  Resolve,  who  answered,  that  he  hopeth 
said  Rein  might  have  all  Indulgence  consistent  with  the  Acts  :  this 
left  said  Rein  so  much  in  the  E^rk,  that  he  did  postpone  delivering 
himself  to  a  more  convenient  Time.  I  am  not  sufficiently  acquain- 
ted with  the  Mode  of  Proceedings,  neither  do  I  know  whether  the 
Power  is  lodged  in  the  Supreme  Council,  as  in  the  Governors  boforo 
tho  Revolntioil,  to  pardon  such,  which  by  Acts  have  forfeited  their 
Lives  and  therefore  would  I  not  do  any  Thing  to  risque  the  poor 
Hail's  life.  For  if  he  must  stand  his  Trial,  before  be  receives  Par- 
don, and  has,  aa  supposed,  secret  Enemies,  his  situation  will  be 
oritical  in  a  Time,  where  Party  Zeal  is  come  to  the  highest  Pitch, 
and  Perjury  accounted  a  trivial  Thing.  One  of  our  Brethren 
lately  by  a  Guard  was  brought  before  the  ColoncU  at  York-Town  : 
when  instantly  appeared  a  Soldier,  o£feriog  to  .swear,  that  the 
Brother  hath  cursed  the  Congress,  and  might  not  the  same  bappen 
with  him,  should  he  stand  his  Trial.  I  have  thought  his  Case  wafl 
aimilar  to  Michael  Wittman's  who  received  Pardon  without  a 
pfeviona  Trial.  If  there  is  any  Probability,  Sir,  that  he  should 
participate  of  the  same  clemency,  he  will  without  Hesitation  surren- 
der himself,  and  I  doubt  not,  but  a  great  many  respectable  Free- 
holdera  of  our  County  will  instantly  petition  for  his  pardon,  as  I  am 
eonvinoed  hia  Pardon  will  meet  with  a  general  Applause,  for  he  has 
done  every  Thing,  that  would  recommend  him  to  the  Favours  of 
Oovemment.  But  should  ho  be  obliged  to  stand  his  Trial,  and  also 
0onie  in  Danger  of  Life,  I  shall  decline  to  meddle  with  tho  matter, 
for  Fear  it  might  draw  upon  me  Blood-guilt,  except  the  Confidenoe 
•  See  VoL  Xni;,  .p.  606. 
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which  I  hamhiy  nnrish  in  my  Breast  towards  His  Exoellenoy  the 
President  and  Oouneil,  is  eorroborated  by  some  means :  and  I  leave 
k  to  you  to  lay  this  Letter  before  Hinii  together  with  my  hamble 
Bespect,  if  you  think  it  proper. 

Nothing  else,  bnt  an  Inclination  to  assist  the  Distressed  in  those 
Times  of  publio  Calamity  made  me  to  embark  in  this  matter,  which 
also  will  plead  for  me,  if  I  hare  not  taken  the  proper  Step.  What 
I  hare  done  here,  is  on  the  repeated  Desire  of  the  poor  man,  and 
has  no  Tendency  to  have  a  oathegorrioal  Answer ;  whoever  a  few 
favourable  Lines  addressed  to  M**  John  Wister,  would  enat^  me  to 
advise  him,  to  surrender  himself  without  farther  Hesitation.  I  have 
nothing  more  to  add,  but  that  I  wish  all  your  public  Councils  might 
be  crowned  with  success  by  Him,  whose  Mercy  will  at  last  triumph 
over  all  our  Adversities. 

I  remain  respected  Sir, 

your  humble  Friend, 

PETER  MILLER. 

EphraU,  the  27<^ 

of  July,  1781. 
Directed^ 

To  Timothy  Matlack,  Esquire^  Philadelphia. 


Answer  of  Sbo't  Matlack  to  Pbter  Miller,  1781. 

Philad%  August  1, 1781. 
My  Good  friend, 

Your  letter  of  the  27th  of  July  came  to  my  hand  last  evening. 
It  has  laid  me  under  some  difficulty  to  determine  what  to  do  in  the 
ease,  as  it  is  certainly  highly  improper  for  you  or  any  other  eitiien 
to  hold  any  kind  of  coufcrence  or  correspondence  with  an  attainted 
Traitor ;  which  by  your  letter  is,  if  not  expressed,  at  least  very 
strongly  implied  that  you  have  done.  My  knowledge  of  yomr  ehap> 
acter  and  conduct  leaves  mo  no  doubt  of  the  uprightness  of  your 
intention  in  this  busine»s;  but  had  it  been  otherwise,  very  strong 
suspicions  to  your  disadvantage  would  certainly  have  arisen  from 
your  letter.  If  Rein  is  in  your  county  it  is  the  duty  of  those  who 
know  where  he  is  to  give  notice  thereof  to  the  SbcriflP  and  the 
unquestionable  duty  of  the  Sheriff  immediately  thereupon  to  arrsii 
and  confine  him. 

As  to  the  queettoD  eontained  in  your  letter  whether  the  PrendMil 
&  Oooneil  haw  power  to  pardon  Ao-  there  cannot  be  a  doaht  bai 
that  they  have  fhll  power  to  grant  pardona  in  all  oases  whmtHO&nat 
except  in  oases  of  impeaobmeBt;  and  ia  oases  of  Treaaoa,  &  snurder 
have  power  lo  graai  reprieves,  bat  not  to  pardoo  vatil  Iheend  of 
the  next  Session  of  Assembly.    Year  idea  therefore  of  a  pardon  to 
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an  attftinted  person  not  jet  Barrendered  cannot  be  admitted  in  anj 
ease  Indeed,  it  is  so  absolutely  inconsistent  with  the  dignity  of 
Gorernmeut  to  make  terms  with  a  Criminal,  in  order  to  induce  him 
to  surrender,  that  I  would  not,  in  any  ease,  even  mention  it  to 
Couneil,  as  an  object  of  their  consideration.  I  should  even  doubt 
whether  I  could  be  justified  in  Reoeiviog  a  petition  from  Rein  A 
Present  it  to  Council  until  he  should  have  surrendered  himself. 
Whether,  he  has  or  has  not  ground  to  expect  a  pardon  upon  a  sur- 
render, is  not  a  subject  for  me  to  judge  of,  or  give  the  most  distant 
hint  concerning.  Witman  did  not  receive  a  pardon  previous  to  a 
surrender. 

I  thank  you  for  your  kind  wishes  in  favour  of  the  Conncils  of 
Oovernment  and  assure  you  that  I  shall  be  ready  on  all  occasions  to 
render  you  any  service  in  my  power  either  as  Secretary  of  the  Coun- 
cil  or  as  your  affectionate  and  real  Friend  &  Servant. 

T.  M. 


Dorset  Pemtbcost  to  Pres.  Bsbd,  1781. 

Washington  County,  July  27th,  1781. 
Sir, 

I  am  now  in  General  Clarke's  Camp,  about  three  miles  below  Fort 
Pitt,  and  am  about  to  leave  this  Country  on  the  Expedition,  under 
that  Gentleman's  Command,  &  from  some  recent  Transactions  that 
have  happened  here,  &  being  apprised  of  some  unwarrantable 
Representations  that  have,  and  are  about  to  be  made  to  your 
Excellency  in  Council,  respecting  the  Common  Welfare  of  this 
Country,  &  in  which  my  Life,  Property,  &,  consequently,  my 
Character  is  concerned,  &  not  being  able  (owing  to  my  immediate 
Service  in  the  Public,)  to  attend  so  soon  as  I  would  wish  at  Phila- 
delphia, have  taken  the  Liberty  to  trouble  your  Excellency  with 
the  following  plain  State  of  Facts. 

This  Country  (I  mean  West  of  the  Monongalia  River,)  has  ever 
been  eonsidered  by  a  maiority  of  its  Inhabitants  to  be  within  the 
State  of  Virginia ;  it  has  been  under  that  Jurisdiction  without  Con- 
troversy since  the  year  1774,  but  on  the  Publication  of  the  Agree- 
ment made  between  the  Commissioners  for  the  two  States,  Virginia 
&  Pensilvania,  at  Baltimore,  1779,  and  a  Report  immediately  fol- 
kming  that  the  Line  should  be  run  without  Procrastination  in  Con- 
sequence thereof :  this  produced  a  Relaxation  amongst  the  Officers 
(partionlatly  in  the 'Military  Line,)  knowing  that  such  an  Agree- 
ment wonid  include  the  Whole,  or  nearly  so,  of  Yohogania 
Coantj,  and  by  that  means  the  whole  Country  was  thrown  into 
perfect  Anarchy  &  Confusion.  The  Indians  through  the  Course  of 
the  laat  Sammer  were  exceedingly  troublesome,  &  butchered  np 
manv  of  the  defenceless  Frontiers ;  myself  and  some  others  appre- 
henmng  early  Visits  firom  them  Uus  Spnng,  and  knowing  the  con- 
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fascd  Sitaation  of  the  People  from  the  Reasons  abore  mentioned, 
went  personally  to  the  Frontier  Settlements,  &  found  them  in  the 
greatest  Dojeotion  of  Spirits ;  they  expected  nothing  but  Desolation 
ft  all  the  Cruelty  to  be  feared  from  an  extensive  Combination  of 
Savages  (this  was  the  latter  Part  of  the  Winter).  At  our  Retom 
We  fulvertiscd  a  meeting  of  the  Principal  People  to  endeayoar  to 
full  on  some  Plan  for  the  Defence  of  those  helpless  Persons  (the 
Frontiers) ;  accordingly  a  number  of  Gentlemen  met,  and  We  then 
recommended  that  every  District,  as  they  then  stood,  should  choose 
two  men  out  of  each,  to' form  a  General  Committee  for  that  Purpose ; 
that  was  also  accordingly  done.  We  then  proceeded  to  direct  (with 
the  acquiescence  of  the  People)  to  raise  by  Hire  100  men,  to  be  sta- 
tioned and  employed  as  aforesaid ;  this  alarmed  the  Pockets  of  some 
Gentlemen  (notwithstanding  We  advised  as  our  Opinion  that  Gov- 
ernment would  countenance  the  measure  whenever  it  should  bo 
established,  &  the  men  allowed  Militia  pay,)  ;  they  therefore  opposed 
the  measures — published  Pieces  (or  at  least  a  Piece)  setting  forth 
the  Enormity  of  the  Expence,  the  Impropriety  ofuhe  attempt,  with 
many  other  unwarrantable  assertions — in  short,  Sir,  the  Piece  was 
inflammatory,  alarming,  &  decorated  with  Falsehood. 

This  impeded  the  good  Intent  of  the  Committee,  but  did  not 
quite  frustrate  their  honest  endeavours,  for  the  Commanding  officers 
at  Fort  Pitt  not  only  countenanced  but  gave  every  Spur  to  facilitato 
so  laudable  a  measure.  We  hired  thirty  men,  sent  them  to  the 
Frontiers,  and  they  are  there  yet. 

About  this  Time  the  Spring  Session  met,  and  a  certain  James 
Marshall,*  (a  Person  of  Yesterday  amongst  us,)  a  Frontier  Inhabi- 
tant, ft  a  member  of  Committee,  went  Home  from  one  of  the  meet- 
ings, prepared  a  Petition  to  the  Assemby,  went  to  a  few  of  the 
Frontier  Companies  who  were  in  the  greatest  Distress :  ho  flattered 
them  that  he  would  procure  from  the  Assembly  immediate  Succour 
for  them ;  they  agreed  to  the  Proposal,  and  gave  him  Money  of 
Convoy,  ft  sent  him  to  Philadelphia.  At  his  Return  he  brought 
the  Act  of  Assembly  creating  that  Part  of  Westmoreland  lyine 
West  of  the  Monongalia  into  a  Separate  County  by  the  name  m 
Washington,  ft  for  himself  three  Commissions,  Lieutenant,  Reoorder, 
ft  Register  for  said  County ;  and  in  that  Act  of  Assembly,  on  his 
(Mr.  Marshall's)  or  some  of  his  Friend's  Representation,  a  Sott  of 
men  were  appointed,  who  all  (exoept  Capt.  Swearingan  ft  Mr.  D. 
Leet,)  are  Strangers  to  the  Country,  being  Gentlemen  that  have  but 
recently  come  among  us. 

While  Mr.  Marshall  was  at  Philadelphia,  Genl.  Clark  eamo  hero 
with  an  Intent  to  carry  an  Expedition  against  the  8a?ageS|  whioh 
was  principally  intended  to  have  been  aided  by  Volunteers  ffum 
this  County.  He  oonsolted  myself  with  many  ethers  on  the  moat 
probable  Plan  for  Saeoess.    Every  Bflfbrt  was  tried,  bat  to  no  affeot; 

*  See  page  198. 
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the  Frontiers  were  mardered  every  Day,  &  the  Militln  ooald  not  be 
got  oat.  The  Field  Officers  for  YohogaDia  County  called  on  me,  & 
requested  that  I  would  take  the  Command  of  the  same,  &  endeavour 
to  save  it  from  utter  Destruction.  I  accordiugly  swore  into  a  Com. 
mission  for  that  Purpose,  which  had  been  in  the  County  upwards  of 
a  Year,  &  which  I  had  neglected  to  qualify  to  on  account  of  the 
apparent  Probability  there  was  for  a  Change  of  Government. 

Soon  after  this,  Genl.  Clark  had  a  meeting  of  the  Principal 
People  to  consult  on  the  most  Plausible  Plan  to  raise  the  Militia  for 
his  Expedition.  They,  after  long  Deliberation,  Resolved,  that 
nothing  eould  efiect  so  desirable  a  Plan,  save  my  Exertions  as 
County  Lieu^  of  Yohogania,  and  in  the  most  pointed  Terms  ^n  an 
address  to  me)  requested  that  I  would  put  my  Command  in  Force, 
and  use  every  Exertion  to  facilitate  the  Expedition.  The  Day 
following  I  was  furnished  with  a  Demand  from  Genl.  Clark  for  the 
Quota  of  the  County.  I  went  into  the  Business  with  Resolution, 
conducted  myself  with  a  steady  Firmness,  and  with  a  groat  Deal  of 
Fatigue,  Trouble,  &  Perplexity,  have  aooomplished  that  BusinesB 
and  the  Militia  are  now  enoampt. 

This  has  been  the  Part  that  1  have  acted  from  the  Principle  only 
of  saving  this  unhappy  Country  from  the  inevitable  ruin  with  which 
it  is  threatened,  though  my  Conduct  has  been  misoontrued  by  Mr. 
Marshall  and  his  adherents,  as  intended  only  to  oppose  the  authority 
of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  on  account  of  my  bearing  some  con- 
siderable Commissions  in  the  other  State.  And  here  I  beg  Leave  to 
inform  you,  Sir,  (whatever  you  may  have  heard  to  the  contrary) 
that  Commissions  &  Command  were  never  Objects  that  gave  mo  one 
moment's  Uneasiness,  and  it's  a  matter  of  total  Indifference  to  mo 
who  doth  the  Public  Business,  so  it  is  well  done,  and  a  man  in 
office  acquainted  with  the  Bonum  I\tbi{cum.  And  I  would  further 
inform  you  that  every  Office  that  I  have  filled,  I  undertook  from  a 
Principle  of  serving  the  Public  with  my  utmost  abilities  and 
Industry. 

I  am  conscions  of  the  Rectitude  of  my  Intentions,  and  I  scorn  tho 
Censures  of  discontented  Partisans ;  I  have  always  been  vigilant  to 
effect  the  Business  I  have  engaged  in,  and  have  generally  succeeded 
to  their  mortifioation  with  advantage  to  the  Public. 

It  may  not  be  amiss  to  let  your  Excellency  in  Council  know  that 
I  waited  on  Mr.  Marshall  as  soon  as  I  heard  of  his  Return  from 
Philadelphia,  &  the  Office  he  was  to  fill  whenever  the  County  should 
be  established,  &  offered  that  if  he  eould  or  would  undertake  to 
regulate  the  Militia,  protect  tho  Frontiers,  &  afford  Genl.  Clark 
Assistance  I  was  ready  to  retire,  but  that,  I  apprehended,  it  was 
totally  out  of  his  Power  untill  the  Line  of  Division  between  the 
States  was  run,  &  that  the  People  could  be  assured  that  they  were 
on  a  permanent  Footing,  and  whether  the  Errors  and  Impositions 
heretofore  practised  on  ns,  on  aceount  of  the  Territorial  Dispute, 
wonld  not  rather  hp  migqieiited  than  abated: — ^opon  ttM  ii^<(Aa% 

14* 
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whether  it  woald  not  be  best  to  desist  from  the  Ezeroise  of  .hit 
Office  as  Coonty  Liea tenant  nntiil  the  Line  wiiB  ran,  or  the  antho- 
rity  of  Pennslvania  regalarly  extended ;  to  these  Propositiooa  ha 
gave  the  following  catagorical  answer :  '<  that  he  was  determined  to 
support  the  Honour  and  Dignity  of  an  offioer,  &  he  meant  immediately 
to  organize  his  militia/' 

And  he  accordingly  did  all  he  could  to  perplex  the  People,  and 
advised  them  to  pay  no  obedience  to  Dra«ghts  that  I  had  ordered 
for  Oenl.  Clark's  assistance,  &  has  actually  offered  Protection  to 
tome  of  'em,  though  he  1>efore  on  a  Request  of  Genl.  CUurk'a,  de- 
clared he  cou'd  do  nothing  as  an  officer,  wish'd  well  to  the  Expedi- 
tion, &  as  a  Private  Person  would  give  every  assistance  to  promote 
it. 

I  am  iorry  I  am  obliged  to  take  notice  to  y  Excellency  of  the 
Conduct  of 'any  man  in  office,  &  who  ought  to  support  the  Character 
of  a  Gentleman ;  but  when  We  take  a  retrospective  View  of  the 
Conduct  of  this  man,  &  the  Favour  he  has  sustained  from  Oovero-^ 
ment,  I  really  am  alarmed ;  for,  Sir,  a  Man  that  came  among  us 
but  the  other  Pay,  &  who  went  on  the  People's  money  to  PhiladeU 
phia,  to  do  their  Business,  to  be  appointed  to  so  many  di£krsnt  offices, 
(and  which  the  People  West  of  the  Monongalia  River,  over  whom 
bo  resides,  did  not  know  was  to  be  given  at  that  Time,)  crammed 
down  the  Throats  of  the  People,  over  the  Backs  of  old  offioen 
whose  Characters  are  unexceptionable,  most  be  thought  harsh  by 
those  it  affects. 

And  if  there  were  no  other  Complaints  to  be  made,  the  bestowing 
so  many  offices  on  one  man,  though  he  was  the  best  in  Christendom , 
is  a  groat  Defect,  and,  in  my  opinion,  derogatory  to  the  Interest  of 
the  Public,  &  the  maxims  of  sound  Policy;  for  a  man  possessed 
of  but  one  Imployment  is  much  more  capable  of  acquitting  himself 
well  in  it,  *  because  Business  is  attended  to  with  more  Care  & 
Assiduity,  &  sooner  with  more  Ease  dispatched.  The  Welfare  of 
the  Community  requires  that  Places  of  Preferment  should  be  at 
much  as  possible  distributed.  This  would  excite  Emulation 
amongst  men  of  merit,  but  the  bestowing  too  much  on  one  maii 
is  too  apt  to  dazzle  him ;  he  is  boy'd  up,  &  often  carried  beyood 
the  medium  of  his  Reason,  and  it  fills  the  People  with  Jealonaieiy 
Discontents  and  murmurs. 

lliere  is  one  Circumstance  more  I  would  wish  to  mention,  k  thai 
is-^Tho  Act  of  Assembly  directs  that  the  Elections  to  be  made  for 
Justices  should  be  held  on  the  15th  inst.,  (this  was  the  Sabbath,) ; 
the  Day  following,  I  am  told,  was  the  Day  advertised,  however,  ao 
obscurely  that  few,  very  few,  knew  of  the  Day  or  Place  as  will 
appear  by  tho  Number  of  Votes — not  one  Third  of  the  People  knew 
or  attended  the  Election ;  by  this  means  an  obscure  sett  of  men, 
perfectly  unacquainted  with  Business  will  bo  Returned  Csr  Jn^ioea. 
I  trepdble  at  the  Consequence;  I  shudder  at  the  fiveiit,  ft  lament 
^he  Situation  of. tho  poor  f^ofU  of  thia  C^tttry.    i  wish-woatMSf 
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ely  thai  your  Excellenoy  knew  the  true  State  of  Afttinr  here,  ft 
had  it  in  your  Power  to  reotiQr  the  abuse  ofifored  the  honest  People 
of  this  OoQDtry.  '*« 

I  am  ooBM  now,  Sir,  to  apologise  for  this  Letter,  &  have  nothing 
to  offer  in  my  Defence,  although  I  confess  the  Liberty  I  have  taken 
greatly  needs  an  apology,  save  that  I  am  about  to  leave  this  Country 
on  the  Expedition,  &  shall  not  have  it  in  my  Power  to  confront  in 
Behalf  of  the  People  the  insulting  abuses  here  offered  them.  I  am 
bursting  with  anxiety  for  the  Welfare  of  this  infant  Country,  and 
oould  not  consistent  with  what  I  conceive  to  be  my  Duty  suffer  such 
a  Career  of  Iniquity  to  go  on  with  the  Rapidity  it  now  doth  without 
letting  the  Saprtme  Bxeeutive  Council  of  this  State  know  something 
of  ity  and  for  which  Presumption  I  beg  Excuse  for,  Sir, 

Your  Excellency's  Devoted 

&  most  obedient  H'ble  Serv*^ 

DORSET  PENTECOST. 
Joaeph  Bead;  Esq. 


Wm.  Scott  to  Pres.  Reed,  1781, 

York,  July  28th,  1781. 
Sir, 

Agreeable  to  your  Excellencoys  Orders  I  have  Found  a  place  for 
the  Convention  Troops  to  encamp :  about  four  Miles  aod  an  half  to 
the  Eastward  of  York  Town  which  Col.  Wood  approved  of  as  a 
eonvenient  and  suitable  Place.  I  have  also  call'  the  fourth  Class  of 
the  Militia  who  have  furnished  upwards  of  one  hundred  Men.  Col. 
Wood  is  of  opinion  it  will  require  near  double  that  number  untill 
the  necessary  works  on  the  encampment  are  erected. 

I  have  collected  all  the  Arms  in  York  and  M^Calesters  Town 
which  are  not  half  enough  for  the  Guards.  Therefore  have  to 
request  of  the  Honourable  Council  to  Send  us  Arms  &  amunition 
for  the  use  of  the  Guards  aforesaid. 

The  Arms  which  our  seven  Months  carried  to  Philadelphia  last 
year  (forty  three  in  number,)  were  delivered  up  in  a  House  near 
the  Bridge  on  Water  street  where  Cloathing  and  other  Military 
Stores  where  then  kept,  but  no  receipts  pass'  for  them  that  I  can 
fiode. 

Col.  Wood  has  call*  on  me  for  ten  or  twelve  Carpenters  and  for 
axes,  spades.  Pick  and  Shovels,  for  Building  the  Huts  and  Piquets. 
The  Carpenters  and  the  smiths  who  make  The  Tools  looks  to  me  for 
their  pay,  have  therefore  to  beg  your  Excellency's  directions  in  this 
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matter,  whether  it  is  a  County  or  GoDtihental  Charge  and  how  and 
when  theao  People  are  to  be  Paid  and  by  whome. 

I  am  prepareing  all  my  Publick  ace**  and  shall  lay  theni  before 
the  HoDoourable  Counoil  towards  the  end  of  next  Mopth. 
I  am  Sir 

your  Ezcellencey's 

very  obedient 

Hnmble  mr% 

W- SCOTT. 
Directed^ 

Bis  Exoellenoy,  Joseph  Reedy  Esquire,  President  in  Goaneili 
Philadelphia. 


Gbn.  Washington  to  Pres.  Reed,  1781. 

Head  Quarters,  near  Dobbs  Ferry,  28th  Joly,  1781. 
Sir, 

I  have  been  honored  with  your  Excellenoy's  Letter  of  the  18th 
inst.*  and  observe  with  much  Pleasure  the  Train  into  which  the 
recruit*  the  proposed  liifle  Corps  is  thrown  &  hope  they  will  soon 
be  obtained. 

As  this  Body  of  men  will  be  exceedingly  essentia]  to  our  Designs 
&  may  be  very  usefully  employed  in  Detachments,  I  have  to  beg  of 
your  Excellency  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  give  Orders,  that  as  ftst 
as  they  are  recruited,  they  may  be  marched  off  to  this  Camp  in  small 
Parties  from  twenty  to  thirty  in  a  Party,  as  they  are  collected  with 
proper  officers  to  conduct  the  Parties ;  in  this  mode  our  operations 
may  not  be  delayed  by  waiting  for  the  whole  Corps  to  be  complcated 
before  we  receive  the  Benefit  of  their  Services. 

I  am  rejoiced  to  be  informed  the  Prospects  yon  have  for  filling  the 
Line  of  your  Continental  Troops  and  most  sincerely  hope  your  suo- 
oess  may  be  equal  to  your  most  sanguine  Expectations. 

The  inclosed  Letter  for  Maj'  Parr,  is  left  open  for  your  Excel- 
lency's observation  &  is  recomended  to  your  particular  Care  to  be 
forwarded. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

With  the  most  sincere  Respect  &  Esteem 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and 

humble  Servant, 

G«  WASHJNQTON. 

Directed, 
Ub  Exeellenoy,  President  Reed. 

*  See  page  29d. 
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Pbbs.  Bbbd  to  Col.  Motlan,  1781. 

Sir, 

Wilh  Respeofc  to  the  Appointment  of  four  new  Lieatenantt  in 
jonr  Begim*  the  Gooncil  have  every  posaible  Inoli  nation  to  comply 
with  any  Reqaeet  yon  may  make  &  which  the  Service  reqnireSy  Bat 
upon  looking  over  the  Arrangement  printed  last  Winter  we  find  the 
number  of  offieers  amount  to  15,  By  the  Aeeoonts  we  have  of  the 
strength  of  the  Regim^  it  is  stated  to  us  at  80 ;  We  would  therefore 
wish  you  to  consider  whether  it  will  not  be  most  conducive  to  the 
public  Good  to  defer  the  Appointment  of  new  officers  'till  the  Regi- 
ment is  further  oompleated.  Your  own  Discernment  k  Observation 
make  it  unnecessary  to  remark  that  it  is  with  the  utmost  Difficulty 
we  can  support  the  Officers  in  Service  k  that  our  Abilities  fall  far 
short  of  our  Wishes  to  supply  them  with  the  Articles  necessary,  for 
their  Appearanoe  k  Comfort  agreeable  to  their  Rank  and  Merits,  that 
adding  to  them  unless  in  Case  of  absolute  Necessity  leaves  so  much 
the  less  for  those  who  are  already  fixed  in  the  service  and  that  this 
Observation  applies  more  strongly  at  this  Time  than  ever,  as  we  fear 
we  shall  be  disappointed  in  the  Supplies  expected  from  abroad  k  in 
which  we  placed  a  very  considerable  Dependance. 

I  am  with  much  Esteem  Sir 

Your  obed.  Hbble  serv. 
DireeUfJf 

Col.  Moylan,  or  in  hb  absence,  Lt  Col.  Temple  oj^  the  Regt. 
of  Dragoons. 


Pass.  Be£D  to  Chablss  Hall,  1781. 

Sir, 

Your  Favour  of  the  19th  Inst.'*'  was  duly  received  &  laid  before 
the  Council,  k  your  Letters  of  the  8th  Feb.  k  26th  May  therein 
a}luded  to  were  at  the  same  Time  considered.  With  Respect  to  the 
Estate  of  Ruby,  supposed  to  be  escheated  to  the  Common  Wealth. 
Mr.  Hubley  had  sent  us  a  very  exact  State  of  the  Matter,  but  as  he 
observed  at  the  same  Time  he  appeared  as  Counsel  for  the  Claimaint, 
the  Board  was  of  Opinion  it  would  have  the  appearance  of  an  ex 
parte  Determination  to  give  any  Order  therein  until  it  was  stated  by 
tbo  Magistrates  to  whom  I  have  written,  k  when  their  Report  is 
receiveawe  shall  give  Directions  respecting  it.  We  are  obliged  to 
jou  (br  your  Care  k  Attention  in  this  as  well  as  other  Matters  under 
your  Observation  k  on  which  I  shall  now  communicate  the  Sence  of 
the  Board  respectively.  The  Affair  of  the  Indian  Town  was  first 
suggested  to  us  from  Lancaster — wo  desired  the  Commissioners  of 
the  Goonty  Co  make  some  Inquiry  respecting  it.  We  also  wcote  to 
*  See  page  194. 
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Judge  Atlee,  who  took  some  Pains  to  inquire  into  it  &  wrote  to  U8 
on  the  Snbjeot.  Since  that  Time  we  ha?e  been  able  to  get  no 
farther  Light.  Musser  promised  he  would  lay  his  Papers  before  us 
or  the  Law  Officers  of  the  State,  but  he  did  not  do  it.  Since  that 
Mr.'  Parr  has  appeared  &  been  urgent  ibr  a  Relinquishm*  of  the 
Claim.  We  are  of  Opinion  that  the  Question  will  entirely  depend 
on  the  Grant  made  by  the=  Penn  Family  to  the  Indiana.  The  Pur* 
ehasers  under  Mr.  Penn  say  it  was  only  a  Permissioii  to  reside-— 
others  contend  it  was  a  real  Grant  to  them,  &  the  ConTcyance  taken 
at  Fort  Stanwiz  by  Mr.  Penn  from  the  Indians  there  in  1768,  coun- 
tenances the  latter  Opinion.  Mr.  Parr  says  this  Deed  is  lost,  having 
been  delivered  by  Adam  Reigart  to  McKee,  who  served  the  £nemy« 
You  will  do  well  therefore  to  endeavour  to  ascertain  as  &r  as  can 
be  the  Nature  of  this  Conveyance  by  those  who  have  read  it,  for  we 
cannot  learn  there  is  any  Record  of  it  unless  in  Mr.  Hubley's  Office. 
If  we  cannot  obtain  &rther  Proof  than  at  present,  it  seems  rather 
more  probable  that  the  Title  under  Mr.  Penn  will  take  Eflfeot 
We  do  not  mean  to  give  the  Purchasers  any  unnecessary  Trouble^ 
on  the  other  hand  we  would  not  weakly  or  rashly  surreador  the 
Bights  of  the  Sute. 

Kearsley's  Estate  is  very  specially  «rcumstanced  His  Childrtn 
were  not  bom  in  Wedlock,  so  that  though  they  have  joined  the 
Enemy  nothing  would  be  gained  by  attainting  them  unless  we  could 
find  his  Will,  which  we  have  Reason  to  believe  was  made  but  is  now 
concealed  from  us.  His  Death  was  before  the  Attainder,  so  that 
nothing  vested  in  the  State  from  his  Mai  Conduct.  It  is  proposed 
to  got  the  Assembly  to  pass  some  Law  to  vest  these  Estates  or  atleaal 
the  Care  of  them  in  the  Agents,  &  there  I  believe  this  Matter  must 
rest  at  present.  The  land  adjoining  Rankcn's  Ferry  &  the  Ferry 
seem  to  be  so  encumbered  that  Council  think  it  best  to  leave  them 
in  their  present  Situation.  And  the  Gravel  Island  also  as  beneath 
Notice  from  its  small  value. 

The  Agreement  between  Byers  Ik  Reem  seems  to  us  to  convey  the 
Estate  too  dearly  to  admit  of  a  Contest  if  Reen  insists  upon  his 
Bargain,  we  therefore  think  it  will  bo  proper  for  you  to  call  on  bin 
for  the  Money  in  Specie  as  a  Debt  due  to  the  State  with  Interest,  a 
trpecial  Receipt  from  you  in  Consequence  stating  the  Transaction, 
will  we  apprehend  give  Rcem  a  Title  without  the  Ezpence  of  a  new 
Sale,  which  from  the  Depreciation  Certificates  may  be  attended  with 
Difficulties. 

Your  Proceedings  in  Abraham  Barr's  Estate  seem  very  proper—*- 
the  Commonwealth  now  stands  in  his  Place  &  will  have  a  Right  to 
the  distribution  Share  of  the  Estate  of  the  Father,  it  will  be  Irnt  to 
ffjve  a  Fee  to  some  Gentlemen  of  the  Law  to  bring  the  Matter  to  a 
Conclusion. 

We  would  now  mention  to  you  the  Necessity  of  making  a  new 
Bale  ibir  Form  Sake  of  Christian  Yought's  House  at  LaneaBter^  M 
order  to  moke  a  Title  to  Mr.  Ociff^  who  bought  it  at  a  former  Sale 
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ft  has  ptid  the  Money.  Id  this  Case  all  that  will  be  neoenary  will 
be  a  bare  CompHaace  with  the  Law  &  gnarding  against  anj  Inoen- 
▼eoieneies  which  may  arise  from  Penons  bidding  nnder  Depredation 
Cefrtifieatos.  This  man  was  attainted  under  a  wrong  Name,  ft  Mr. 
Oram's  Title  would  have  been  defiMtive.  This  is  now  altered,  ft  the 
Time  of  his  Snrronder  being  expired  the  Sale  may  Tery  properly  be 
made.  If  yon  should  think  any  Difficulties  will  arise  from  the  De- 
preciation CertifioateS|  you  will  let  ns  know  before  you  proceed 
&rther. 

I  am;  &o. 

P.  S.    Since  writing  the  above  we  have  received  a  Letter  from 
the  Justices  on  Ruby's  Estate  ft  shall  take  Order  therein. 


Pres.  Beed  to  Robert  Levers,  1781. 

Sir 

Your  Letter  of  the  18th  Insi*  came  safely  to  Hand  ft  was  laid 
before  the  Council.  We  approve  of  your  Exertions  in  calling  onl 
the  Militia,  ft  hope  you  will  be  able  to  effect  their  Supply  untill  it 
is  in  our  Power  from  the  Taxes  to  procure  Provisions  for  them  in  a 
fixed  «Mode.  We  shall  faithfully  ratify  any  Engagements  on  the 
Sttbjeot  you  make  if  the  Prices  are  reasonable,  but  we  hope  Advan* 
tago  will  not  bo  taken  of  the  publick  Distress  to  make  up  extrava- 
gant Charges  to  be  paid  in  haid  Money.  We  are  pleased  with  the 
Alacrity  with  which  yon  have  attended  to  the  Business  of  your 
AppointmS  ft  especially  your  going  in  Person  to  the  Frontiers,  as 
we  arj  persuaded  it  will  have  good  Effects.  That  we  may  strengthen 
you  as  much  as  possible  we  bave  sent  you  the  Order  for  calling 
out  a  suooeeding  Closs  agreeable  to  your  Request. 

With  Respect  to  Expresses  it  has  been  customary  here  to  procure 
Horses  from  the  Quarter  Master  occasionally,  ft  I  have  wrote  to  Mr. 
Weiss  on  the  Subject — but  would  want  you  to  use  it  as  little  as 
possible,  ft  only  in  Case  of  great  Necessity. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  much  Esteem, 

your  Obed.  Hb.  Berv. 


Orders  to  Prrbidint  of  Quarter  SbssionB,  1781. 

Council  Chamber,  Philad*,  July  31, 1781. 
Odkitlemen: 

The  Council  have  received  a  Note  from  Col  Miles,  signifjing  that 
the  Magistrates  deoline  giving  him  their  Assistance  in  quartering 
the  unfortunate  Strangers  from  Carolina  agreeable  to  a  Requisition 
of  Congress  ft  the  Resolvo  of  this  Board.  We  apprehend  there 
must  bo  Botfie  lUatakej  aa  we  cannot  suppose  the  Propriety  &  J)\itj. 

■     '-'v..  ..;■!  .     *.Beepa0i:875.-      .   -•■  .  ;.-.         ■    ■ 
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of  the  Magistrates  direoting  this  Basineas  could  be  overiook'd  or 
neglected  by  tbenii  &  espeoially  in  a  Cane  where  Humanity  &  Oraii* 
tade  are  ao  much  concerned.  It  is  therefore  oar  express  Desire  ft 
Dhrection  that  you  gi?e  Ool.  Miles  the  Aid  of  the  civil  Authority 
in  this  Oasei  &  you  may  depend  upon  all  neeeasary  Aid  &  Support 
from  this  Board  in  your  Compliance  with  this  Bequest 

I  am^  Oent.^ 

your  Obed.  Seir. 

Dtreciedj 

To  Plunket  Floeson,  Esqr.^  President  of  Q.  Sessions  of  the  peace 
Ac. 


Prb8.  Rkbd  to  Col.  Sam.  Milbs,  1781. 

Sir, 

The  Colonels  Lanroy  &  Cambray  have  sent  us  your  Note  informing 
them  that  the  civil  magistrates  will  not  eu force  the  Billet  you  have 
given  them.  We  cannot  but  hope  that  they  have  not  seen  our 
Beaolve  or  are  under  some  Misapprehension  of  the  Matter  have 
therefore  wrote  to  them  on  the  Subject  addressed  to  M'  Fleesen 
President  of  the  Court  In  a  Cuse  of  this  Nature  wherein  the  Claims 
of  Humanity,  Society  &  Gratitude  are  so  just  &  reasonable  we 
cannot  but  flatter  ourselves  that  jfou  will  endeavour  In  the  Line  of 
your  Duty  to  accommodate  them  as  speedily  as  possible.  But  if 
they  make  fkrther  Difficulties  we  desiro  yon  to  consider  our  Resolve 
of  the  Inst  as  eontaininf;  sufficient  Authority  for  that  Purpose 

&  giving  you  the  Aid  &  Support  of  the  Civil  Magistrates  which 
we  are  satisfied  it  clearly  doeB^  &  therefore  desire  yon  to  proceed 
accordingly. 

I  am,  Sir, 

ypur  obed. 
Indornedf 

July  31st,  1781. 


TnoMAS  Scott  to  Pres.  Rbbd,  1781. 

Washington  County,  July  31st,  1781. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  expect  this  will  be  handed  you  by  a  messenger  from  this  oonnUf 
with  the  returns  of  our  elections  for  Justices  of  the  peace  which 
affords  me  an  opcrtunity  of  aoknowledgioff  with  Gratitude  the 
recept  of  the  commission  with  which  Council  is  pleased  to  honour 
mo  la  thh  oouniy :  and  also  of  requesting  that  in  otier  to  make  m  j 
boMoem  perfeoHj  oonvenienl  tni  ue  moi^  ea^ibla  ef  ImplojiBg  mj 
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whole  attention,  Conncil  be  fartber  pleased  to  Grant  nie  a  eommie* 
akm  of  Jnstioe  in  the  Oommon  Pleas,  Clark  of  the  Orphans  Court, 
and  of  the  Quarter  Session,  whioh  last  hath  sometimes  been  Granted 
to  one  on  the  court's  reoommendation  of  several ;  but  as  this  mode 
would  leave  the  Sessions  for  some  time  without  a  Clark  and  apeaca 
unknown  in  onr  present  constitution,  I  have  thought  this  application 
not  Irregular,  and  realy  necessary. 

I  am  also  honoured  with  your  Ezeclleocies  favour  by  M'  Perry, 
and  M'  Hays  hath  shewed  me  a  letter  from  Council  with  an  account 
of  M'  Doncan's  Hesignation  and  a  desire  of  his  and  my  recommen- 
dation of  one  in  his  room ;  But  in  truth,  Good  sir,  men  so  often 
disapoint  onr  expectations  in  point  of  fidelity  and  the  money  is  so 
totally  falen  into  disuse  in  this  part  of  the  Country  that  we  have  not 
been  able  as  yet,  to  lay  our  hand  on  the  proper  Carrectar. 

Whatever  may  be  the  end  of  Gen^  Ciarks  expedition,  his  prepara- 
tions for  it  have  been  greatly  Injurious  to  the  Interests  of  Pennsyl* 
vania  in  this  country  and  hyghly  opressive  and  abuscive  to  many 
Individuals  well  affected  to  this  Government.  Ho  hath  made  use 
of  a  paper  ^whereof  the  Inclosed  is  said  to  be  a  Copy,)  as  authority 
for  exercising  a  strange,  very  extraordinary  and  most  arbitary 
Jurisdiction  over  those  who  have  formerly  been  subject  to  Virginia^ 
no  matter  where  they  live  or  whether  they  were  subject  by  force  or 
of  free  will,  which  papai  and  others  of  the  same  kind,  and  his  and 
his  parties  proceedings  in  Consequence  thereof  hath  contributed  not 
a  little  to  the  prevention  of  the  proper  organization  of  Washington 
County  and  regulation  of  the  militia  of  Westmoreland. 

A  sense  of  duty  constrains  me  just  to  mention  this  matter,  the 
paruculars  are  numerous,  and  horid  some  of  which  its  like  will  be 

flven  you  by  Col^  Marshall ;  but  I  am  convinced  the  Instances  of 
igh  Treason  against  the  state  are  not  less  than  forty. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

your  Excellencies  most  obedient 

and  very  humble  Servt., 

THO.  SCOTT. 
Directed, 

His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed^  Esq*",  President  of  Pennsylvania^ 
Pbila<iclphia. 
IP  iM'  Wherry. 


Col,  Wm.  Coats  to  Council,  1781. 

To  the  Honarable  the  Supreme  Executive  Councill  of  the  State  of 

Pcnsylvania. 
Oentlemenii 
From  the  frequent  and  dayly  applyoations  maid  to  mo  and  the 
fiob-Lientenants  of  the  County  on  Account  of  the  pay  that  \^  &\i.^ 
"^  the'men  that  serv'd  seven  months^  I  am  under  t\io  1^q»^wX<^  ol 
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applying  tLghxn  to  Goonoil  for  their  directions  as  I  am  inforiDed  bj 
the  Sub^Liea tenants  that  a  number  of  the  men  have  offered  to  Inlist 
for  Eighteen  months,  if  they  can  receive  their  pay  for  their  last 
searvise ;  As  the  men  was  received  and  enters  the  servise  by  the 
Lieateoants  they  in  consequence  look  up  to  na  for  redress,  thii 
^>plication  is  maid  at  the  Joint  request  of  the  8nb-Lientenants  it  is 
earnestly  requested  that  Council  will  take  it  under  their  serions 
consideration  and  give  such  orders  as  they  may  think  proper. 
I  have  the  Honour  to  Remain 
The  Councills  most  obedient  Humble  Servant, 

W-  COATS,  Lieutenant  C.  P. 

Philad*,  July  31t,  1781. 
Directed^ 

To  The  Honorable  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania. 


Sec't  Matlack  to  Col.  Jacob  Morqan,  1781, 

Philadelphia,  August  1;  1781. 
Sir, 

His  Excellency  the  President  &  Council  Order  me  to  transmit  to 
you  the  inclosed  two  letters,*  one  from  W"  McCalla,  Commissary  of 
Purchases  for  Bucks  County,  &  One  from  Robert  Blair,  Assistant 
Commissary  of  Issues;  And  to  request  that  yon  will  transmit  to 
Robert  Morris.  Esq.,  a  return  of  the  provisions  on  band,  and  take 
his  direction  to  whom  to  deliver  it.  Should  you  not  have  it  in  yoar 
power  to  make  the  return,  you  will  immediately  write  to  M'  McGalla| 
and  obtain  from  him  such  information  as  may  enable  you  to  do  it 

Tou  will  see  that  no  delay  can  be  admitted,  and  that  immediate 
attention  ought  to  be  given  to  this  business. 
I  am^  respectfully, 

your  very  humble  servant, 

T.  M.,  Sec'y. 
To  Coll.  Jacob  Morgan. 


Matthew  McConnell,  A,  T.  M.,  to  Pres.  Reed,  1781. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency : 

I  have  examined  the  different  Rooms  in  the  BarrackS|  and  ooal^ 
not  discover  that  any  material  damage  has  been  done  lately,  more 
than  some  few  Bedsteads  broke  by  tne  drunken  Soldiery  on  their 
going  away — and  have  given  Orders  to  Obtain  Cooper  k  Seijeanta 
to  have  the  Bedsteadfl^Benohea,  and  all  other  Artiolesj  aafblj  Storad, 

•Nctfowd. 
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and  all  the  Soldiers  and  Women  safely  removed  into  one  Wing,  and 
the  empty  Koons  shut  up.  The  Men  are  in  great  want  of  Wood  to 
eook  with,  not  having  received  any  for  some  time,  and  if  not  soon 
supplyed  it  will  be  difficak  to  restrain  them  from  doing  mischief. 

There  is  at  present  no  Guard  mounted  in  the  Barracks  but  that 
of  the  Militia,  consisting  of  a  Sergeant,  CorpL;  and  Nine  privates, 
famishing  three  Sentries,  Viz.  :  One  at  the  Guard  Boom  and  two  al 
Maeazines — If  that  Guard  could  be  Augmented  to  twelve  Men,  thej 
could  then  plant  a  Sentinel  at  each  of  the  Avenues  leading  into  lihe 
Barracks,  which,  with  proper  Orders,  would  keep  the  Soldiery  ia 
AwCi  apd  prevent  Strafflers  from  doing  Misehief  in  the  NighL 
I  have  the  Honour  to  be,  with  due  respect, 
Your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  humble  Serv*, 

MW.  MoGONNELL, 
Act'g  T.  Major. 
His  Excellency  Joseph  Rood,  Esquire. 
indorted,— August  2,  1781. 


F,  Johnston,  &c.,  to  Pbbs.  Reed,  1781. 

Philad-,  August  2, 1781. 
We  beg  leave  to  inform  yonr  Excellency  and  the  Honorable  the 
Supreme  Executive  Council,  that  two  Months  have  elapsed  since  we 
purchased,  in  Company  with  divers  other  Officers,  a  number  of  Places 
which  were  sold  in  the  County  of  Chester,  by  the  Agents  of  Confis- 
cated Estates  for  that  County — that  we  have  paid  the  purchase 
Money  and  received  receipts,  but  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  Deeds 
for  the  same,  becauae  the  Agents  have  neglected  to  furnish  us  with 
Buch  Descriptions  in  our  receipts,  or  your  Honorable  Body  with 
returns  of  survey,  on  which  we  should  have  been  enabled  to  have  the 
Conveyances  drawn. 

We  therefore  pray  that  your  Excellency  and  the  Honorable  Coun- 
cil will  be  pleased  to  direct  the  Agents  to  make  immediate  returns 
of  survey  to  your  Honorable  Body,  that  the  Purchasers  may  no 
longer  be  deprived  of  the  necessary  means  of  procuring  Deeds  for 
the  different  Estates. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  greatest  respect, 

your  most  Ob*  and  Hble.  Servants, 

FRANCIS  JOHNSTON, 
JAS.  PARR, 
JAMES  HUTCHINSON, 
ANDREW  PORTER. 

Hit  BioelltDcy  Joieph  Heed,  Esquire,  President,  &  The  H.cntfst%r 
%k  Ike  SnsBsAM  Bzeoutive  GonaoiL 
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Col.  James  Wood  to  Prks.  Reed,  1781. 

Lancaster,  2*  August,  178L 
Sir, 

On  Receipt  of  your  Excellenc/s  Letter  of  the  19**  ultimo,  I 
Immediately  fixed  on  a  situation  for  Iluting  the  German  Troops,  on 
the  Lines  between  Daniel  Hicster  and  the  Hives  of  one  Bowers,  in 
order  to  make  it  as  little  injurious  as  Possible  to. either.  With  the 
Assistance  of  Gol<*  Eckert  I  procured  as  many  Tools  as  will  answer 
the  Purpose,  and  set  the  Troops  to  work  on  their  Huts.  My  meaning 
in  having  a  Superintetadant  appointed,  was,  that  he  should  be  a  work- 
man acquainted  with  Building,^  to  Direct  that  the  Huts  should  be 
regularly  built  in  such  a  manner  as  to  bo  useful  on  any  future  occa- 
sion, and  to  have  the  Charge  of  the  Public  Tools.  I  mentioned  this 
matter  to  the  Quarter  Master  before  I  wrote  on  the  subject,  supposing 
that  some  one  in  his  Department  might  be  spared  to  do  this  Tem- 
porary Duty;  but  he  having  declined  Complying  with  my  requisition, 
occasioned  my  Troubling  your  Excellency  with  it.  I  have  since 
Prevailed  on  one  of  the  militia  officers  on  Duty  to  overlook  and  l)i- 
rect  the  work.  I  have  fixed  the  British  Troops  on  good  Qround  (the 
Property  of  a  non  Juror)  between  York  and  Susquehanna,  so  as  to  be 
Very  Convenient  to  throw  them  across  the  river  on  any  Emergcney. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  Great  respect  and  Esteem,  Sir, 

Y'  Excellency's  Very  Ob'  Serv*, 
JAMES  WOOD, 
Directed^ — Public  Service. 

His  Exoellency  President  Reed,  Philadelphia. 


Commissioners  op  Taxes  of  Philadblpha  County,  to 
P&ES.  Reed,  1781. 

To  His  Excellency,  the  President,  and  the  Honourable,  the  Supreme 

Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania. 
Gentlemen, 

Upon  examining  the  Classes,  as  classed  by  a  late  Act  of  Assembly, 
for  com  pleating  the  Quota  of  the  Foederal  Army,  wo  found  such 
alterations  in  property,  mistakes  in  the  late  Assessments,  since  recti* 
fied,  and  allowances  for  public  Lots  laid  open,  &c.,  that  in  order  to 
do  equal  Justice  to  the  Classes  it  was  necessary  to  form  them  anew, 
which  we  did  with  the  utmost  diligence  and  attention  ;  this  took  np 
several  days,  which  Council,  we  presume,  could  not  have  taken  into 
consideration  when  they  fixed  the  time  for  us  to  mako  the  Returns;  as 
the  Classes  were  ready,  we  sent  them  out  to  the  respective  Townships, 
Wards  and  Districts  \  the  times  for  all  the  Classes  to  reoort  to  the 
Aaseaaon  X0  jiearlj  oat,  and  we  h<^  in  a  fow  Days  iImU  oe  able  to 
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make  Retnnf  to  your  HoDoarable  Board,  of  the  State  of  all  tho 
Glasses  in  ibis  City  and  County,  when  it  will  be  expected  the  Com- 
missioners and  Assessors  should  proceed  to  inlist  Men  for  the  delin- 
quent Classes  to  Recruit  the  PennsyWania  Line,  as  required  by  a 
hte  Law  for  that  purpose,  passed  in  Philadelphia,  the  25th  Juno, 
1781.  We  have  had  a  meeting  with  the  City  and  District  Assessors, 
who  all  expressed  a  readiness  to  do  every  thing  in  their  power  to 
forward  the  Service  expected  from  them,  provided  they  could  be 
supplied  with  Money  to  pay  the  Recruits,  which  the  Law  has  made 
no  provision  for,  othcrways  than  by  levying  it  on  the  Classes  some 
timo  after  the  Inlistment ;  hero  was  a  difficulty  that  wo  knew  not 
how  to  get  over ;  the  advancing  Money  by  the  Commissioners  and 
Assessors  was  mentioned,  but  laid  aside  as  unreasonable,  if  practi- 
eabie ;  it  was  then  a  question  whether  a  sufficient  Sum  might  be 
borrowed  from  private  persons  to  begin  the  business,  but  tfiis,  for 
several  reasons,  was  thought  impracticable  in  present  circumstances ; 
on  the  whole  it  was  concluded  to  rofbr  the  Matter  to  Council  for 
their  advice  and  direction,  since  which  we  have  thought,  that  if  the 
Commissioners  and  Assessors  oould  be  safe  in  doing  it,  there  might 
be  a  sufficient  sum  assessed  on  each  of  the  delinquent  Classes^  (sup- 
pose twenty  Pounds)  which  shall  be  Collected  and  paid  into  the 
hands  of  a  Treasurer,  or  Treasurers,  for  the  purpose  of  Recruiting 
the  Pennsylvania  Line,  and  for  no  other  purpose  whatsoever.  That 
proper  Persons  might  be  appointed  in  the  City  and  County  to  procure 
Recruits,  get  them  attested,  and  deliver  them  to  the  proper  officers, 
who  should  be  paid  for  every  such  recruit  (suppose)  eighteen  Pounds 
seven  shillings  and  six  pence,  the  surplus  to  pay  necessary  expcnccs. 

We  have  C3nsulted  a  considerable  Number  of  the  Inhabitants  in 
the  City  and  County,  who  generally  approve  of  this  plan,  and  think 
the  Men  might  be  procured  for  tho  above  Sum,  when  they  knew  no 
more  wou'd  be  given,  who  are  now  expecting  large  sums  from  the 
Glasses,  some  of  which  have  given  extravagant  Bounties  to  Recruits ; 
a  strict  attention  to  the  direction  of  the  Act  last  referred  to  will  be 
attended  with  other  difficulties  than  is  mentioned  above,  which  will 
readily  occur  to  Council,  such  as  the  slowness  of  its  operation,  or  if 
different  sums  is  given  to  Recruits,  how  to  apply  them  to  the  Classes 
without  giving  oflfenco  to  such  as  have  most  to  pay,  &c.  We  shall 
be  much  obliged  to  Council  for  their  advice  and  direction  in  the 
premises,  which  may,  perhaps,  relieve  us  in  present  imbarrismcnt, 
and  put  it  in  our  power  to  prosecute  this  important  Business  with 
vigour  to  effiict,  which  we  are  very  desirous  to  do  without  a  moments 
delay. 

Philada.,  August  3d,  1781. 
We  are,  G-entlemen, 

Your  most  obed.  and  very  Humb.  Servts., 

JOHN   BROOKE,  )  rnmm;a«inn<.«L 

GUNNIIIa  BEDFORD,   [  Commi8siouei%, 
2>irecto?y— Hia  ExeellcncT,  Joseph  Itced;  Esquire,  PTee\&«TA)&^-)&'^- 
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Wm.  Hammel  to  Pres.  RbeDi  178L. 

To  tbe  HoDorable,  the  Preaident  and  Coanoil. 

Your  Honon  will  pleaao  to  Grant  me  the  following  raplji  in  Ga« 
I  take  Charge  of  the  two  forta  belonging  to  the  paUae,  thai  is.  Blip 
lings  port  ft  Mod  Island^  vist., 

1.  Yon  will  find  men  to  pat  them  in  Good  repair. 

2.  Yon  will  Grant  men  when  Neceftsarj^  as  above. . 

3.  You  will  please  to  Grant  me  a  House  in  Each  place  for  mjaelf 
and  family  to  liye  in. 

4.  You  will  Grant  me  Fifty  Acres  of  good  land,  under  QwA 
Fence,  at  Billingsport,  for  mj  own  tise^  and  the  other  benefits  arising 
therefrom. 

5.  Yon  will  find  boats  for  the  use  of  both  plaoee,  with  men  to 
work  the  same  from  fort  to  fort,  as  Ocasion  may  require. 

6.  You  will  please  to  Grant  men  to  repair  the  banks  when  any 
breach  may  hapen  by  floods  or  any  other  way. 

7.  You  will  find  the  men  in  mate  &  Drink,  &  reasonable  wages ; 
by  your  orders  I  will  Imploy  the  men,  likewise  you  will  find  the 
men  in  all  Necessary  Tools  that  thoy  may  want  on  the  Ocasion. 

8.  You  will  Give  me  Sixty  pounds  ^  year,  to  help  to  Suport  mj 
family,  for  my  services,  with  one  Quarter  in  hand  paid. 

Your  Humble  Sort., 


PhiladelphU,  August  3d,  1781. 


WILLUH  HAMEUi. 


CaPT.   TflOMAS   SXOKELT  TO   PaB6.  RbED   1781. 

Westmorelan    County,  August  4th,  1781. 
Honoured  Sir, 

Being  Just  now  under  Command  of  Colonel  Archibald  Loohry 
on  our  March  into  the  Indian  Country,  I  would  wish  to  acquaint 
your  Excellency  of  my  past  Proceedings  and  of  some  diffiouUy  which 
have  attended  me  in  tbe  Recruiting  service. 

I  Received  My  Commission  as  I  Informed  your  ExioelleDej  by 
Colonel  Perry  but  obtained  no  Money  until  Colonel  Hays  oaauB  up^ 
and  State  Money  was  at  that  Time  much  undervalued,  It  still  eon^ 
tinned  To  depreciate  and  was  for  some  time  almost  Entirely  ootol 
Circulation.  But  it  appears  to  revive  a  little.  Passing  inth  some 
at  tbe  exchange  of  five  and  some  six  Pounds  for  one  of  Hard  Money. 
It  has  been  a  very  considerable  detriment  to  ne  in  Enlisting  Men, 
We  made  a  very  good  Hand  for  some  Weeks  at  first  but  the 
obstruction  of  the  Currency  has  Quite  disabled  Me  from  raising  the 
Jfawber  ot  JUen  I  expected  agreeable  to  my  Reeruitii^  lostmotioBSif 
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We  have  Enlisted  thirty  Eight  very  good  Men  but  they  are  all 
EzecediDg  bare  of  Cloatbing  1  hope  your  ExccUenoy  will  grant 
them  a  Supply  as  mod  m  Poasiblei  and  if  at  uaDj  Suits  of  Cioaiha 
oouid  be  obtained  aa  it  is  Intended  there  sboiild  be  Men  ia  the 
GenpaQj,  It  woald  be  the  greatest  Eneonragment  that  eonld  be 
l^fea  to  have  a  suit  of  Cloaths  to  give  Men  at  their  Enliatment.  If 
«e  had  this  and  a  otrcalating  Gurreney  I  should  not  be  under  the 
least  apprehensions  but  that  I  oould  have  my  Company  full  in  a 
few  Weeks^  I  hope  to  make  some  Proficiency  in  the  recruiting 
way  on  this  Campaign  aa  there  is  a  number  of  volunteers  that  may 
be  likely  to  Enlist. 

I  would  farther  acquaint  your  Eicellency  of  our  Distressed  Situ- 
ation on  account  of  Provision.  We  have  neither  Commissary  nor 
Magaaine,  and  have  only  been  supplyed  with  Flour  all  this  summer 
Though  the  Men  have  been  Kept  on  striot^Duty  from  their  Enlist- 
menta. 

I  am  your  Excellency's, 

most  obedient  and  very  humble  Servant 

THO.  8T0KELY,  Capt. 

P.  S.  Mr.  Cooper  the  Gentlemen  of  whom  I  wrote  before  haa 
been  of  Singular  Service  to  us  in  Recruiting  and  has  been  Engaged 
in  that  Service  since  the  24th,  of  April  last.  I  hope  your  Excel- 
lency will  allow  Him  the  Ensignsy  in  my  Company  as  I  look  upon 
Him  to  be  the  fittest  for  such  an  officer  of  any  Gentlemen  I  know 
of. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire^  President  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council,  Philadelphia. 
Honoured  by  Mr.  Cooper. 


Gbh.  Clarke  to  Pres.  Reed,  1781. 

Wcelin  4  August  1781. 
Sir, 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  Receiving  yours  of  15th  May  but  not  untill 
the  third  day  of  July.  I  thank  you  for  the  favourable  sentiments 
eontalnd  and  the  Requisition  to  this  country  to  give  all  possible  aid 
to  the  Enterprise  I  am  ordered  on.  Had  thev  have  done  so,  as  their 
Interest  loudly  cal'd  for  I  believe  there  would  have  been  no  Reason 
to  doubt  but  our  most  Sanguine  Expectations  would  have  been 
mnswered.  But  so  far  from  compleatiog  your  wishes  that  part  of 
them  have  taken  Every  step  in  their  power  to  frustrate  the  design 
fat  a  time  when  their  neighbours  were  daily  massacred,)  By  eon- 
lusing  the  Inhabitants  and  Every  other  device  their  abilities  would 
admit  of  although  small,  are  too  apt  to  Effect  the  minds  of  such 
persona  as  Inhabit  this  frontier,  What  put  it  more  in  their  po^et  "vi^a 
the  unsettled  Territory  and  no  orders  of  yours  app^axXiv^^  ^^^ 
mention  jou  badgoat  bj  one  of  jour  members  witb  Eiucoux^^<c^t&^^^ 
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for  tbe  people  to  Oo-opperate  with  me  in  all  Resptets.  Bat  lie 
appears  te  have  taken  Every  step  to  disappoint  the  good  Intenlione 
of  Gol  Lochry  and  many  other  Gentlemen  of  Westmorland  oonnty 
who  have  ns'd  Every  Effort  to  lUiee  men,  Bat  disappointed  by  those 
alluded  to,  I  have  Endeavoord  to  make  myself  aoqoainted  with  the 
different  persons  who  appeard  to  be  busy  in  Raining  the  sentiments 
of  the  Inhabitants  and  think  it  my  duty  as  a  Citizen  and  officer  to 
acquaint  you  with  the  principals,  Believing  that  yon  are  Imposed  on 
as  those  bodies  gain  their  Influenoe  by  opposing  Every  measure  pro- 
posed for  the  publick  good  in  the  military  Department,  strange  that 
such  Conduct  should  have  those  Effects  among  any  class  of  people 
in  This  Departmt.  Every  commanding  officer  has  Ezperienoed,  and 
I  think  I  can  Venture  to  say  yoa  never  will  be  able  to  have  any 
thing  of  Importance  done  in  this  Quarter  untill  many  of  them  are 
Removed  from  their  Respective  offices.  The  Inhabitants  on  my  arrival 
was  80  Buoyed  up  at  the  thought  of  my  carrying  out  an  Expedition 
that  promised  them  peace  that  it  has  Required  all  their  little  arti- 
fices to  disappoint,  which  is  to  too  likely  to  be  the  case  at  present. 
Mr.  M.  of  Washington  County,  Lt.  Colos.  C.  and  D.  I  believe  to 
be  the  porpetratos  of  these  Evils,  I  fear  this  country  will  feel 
after  giving  you  my  honor  that  1  am  not  influenced  by  prejudice  to 
point  out  those  Gentlemen,  I  can  assure  you  they  are  persona  that 
will  for  Ever  disgrace  this  part  of  tbe  country  while  in  power.  As 
for  Mr.  M.  he  has,  I  learn,  lived  in  Obscurity,  untill  lately  his  pro- 
motion has  so  confused  him  that  his  Conduct  is  Contradictory  in  his 
own  publick  writing  and  as  wavering  as  the  minds  of  that  class  of 
mortals  he  has  had  the  Honour  to  Influenoe.  I  hope  yoa  will  not 
suppose  this  to  amount  to  a  Reflection  on  the  Honourable  Council 
in  making  such  appointment,  from  Circumstances,  I  believe  them 
Imposed  on,  but  the  anxiety  I  have  for  every  part  of  the  Commu- 
nity, and  the  probability  of  losing  the  fair  prospects  I  bad  of  puting 
an  End  to  the  Indian  war.  Occasion  me  to  View  such  Characters  in 
in  a  most  Dispikable  light,  aud  to  make  this  Representation.  I  do 
not  suppose  I  shall  have  any  thing  more  to  do  with  them,  but  should 
it  be  the  case,  and  had  power  should  take  tbe  necessary  steps  to  tcaoh 
them  their  duties  before  I  went  any  farther.  I  learn  that  it  is  gen- 
erally believed  that  the  Inhabitant*)  of  tbe  western  country  are  Dis- 
affected, I  do  not  think  it  to  be  the  case,  and  was  a  line  between  the 
two  states  Established,  and  the  whole  well  officered,  they  might.  In 
a  short  time  be  made  Valuable  Citizens,  and  any  neoeaaary  force 
oal'd  to  the  field  on  the  shortest  notice.  But  at  present,  soaroely  a 
week  passes  but  you  hoar  of  some  massacre.  Sufficient  stores  of 
necessaries  provided  to  Enable  them  t<f  Reduce  the  Indians,  and  jot 
those  Inducements  are  not  sufficient  to  draw  them  to  actioui  owing 
to  those  principles  before  Recited. 
I  have  {he  Honour  to  he. 

Your  Devoted  &  VeryHumble  Servanty 

O.  OLAKKB,  B.  G. 
Hif  Exoellmoj,  the  rrcsidcu^  ot  VcUTka^Vtaao^Vv 
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Col*  Lochbt  to  Pbes.  Rebd,  1781. 

MiFtile's  MUl,  Westmoreland  County,  Aug*  4%  178L 
Honoured  Sir, 

Yeaterday  the  Express  arrived  with  your  EzoelleDoy's  Letters, 
which  does  singular  Honour  to  our  County  to  have  the  approbation 
of  Council  in  our  undertakings — aud  for  which  I  beg  leave  to  return 
my  most  Humble  Thauks. 

I  am  now  on  my  March  with  Captain  Stokeley^s  Company  of 
Bangers  and  about  Fifty  Volunteers  from  this  County.  We  shall 
jmn  General  Clark  at  Fort  Henry,  on  the  Ohio  Kiver,  where  His 
srmy  has  lay  for  some  weeks  past,  as  it  was  most  Expedient  to  have 
the  Boats  there,  the  Water  being  deeper  from  that  to  where  He 
intenda  going  than  From  Fort  Pitt  there.  I  Expected  to  have  had 
a  number  more  Volunteers  but  they  have  by  some  Insinuations  been 
hindered  from  going.  Our  Rangers  have  been  very  ill  supplyed 
with  Provisions,  as  there  has  been  no  possibility  of  Procuring  Meat, 
particularly  as  our  Money  has  not  been  in  the  best  Credit — We 
have  generally  had  Flour,  but  as  I  have  kept  the  Men  constantly 
Scouting  it  is  hard  for  them  to  be  without  Meat. 

We  luive  no  Issuing  Commissary  for  this  County,  I  Expected  the 
Commissioner  would  have  appointed  one,  but  He  tells  me  it  does 
not  belong  to  Him — I  would  have  appointed  one  in  a  Temporary 
Manner,  but  as  we  Shall  be  away  some  time,  Shall  hope  for  your 
Bxcellenc/s  Instructions  in  that  matter.  When  Mr.  Duncan,  who 
is  Commissioner  for  this  County,  and  myself  Considered  the  distance 
of  the  Stations  from  Each  Other  and  from  any  one  Place  where  an 
Issuing  Magasine  might  be  kept,  we  Alledged  it  be  necessary  to 
Affix  two  Issuing'Stores  in  such  a  manner  as  one  Commissary  might 
Attend  both,  I  think  it  might  Answer  several  good  purposes 

Mr.  Cooper,  the  Oentleman  by  whom  I  write,  and  whom  I  before 
Beoommended  for  an  Ensigncy  in  Captain  Stokeley's  Company,  I 
hope  your  Excellency  will  Approve  of.  He  has  been  always  Es- 
teemed as  a  very  worthy  while  in  the  Continental  Army,  He  iff 
Acquaint  with  Military  discipline,  And  is  in  Particular  Calculated 
fSmr  an  Officer  in  a  Banging  Company,  As  he  is  well  Acquaint  with 
Woods  and  the  nature  of  Indian  fighting. 

I  rest  these  matters  with  your  Excellency,  and  am 
your  Excellency's  most  Obedient 
^  --  and  very  Humble  Servant, 

A.  LOCHRY. 

His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  President  of  the  Supreme 
Xxecutive  Council,  Philadelphia. 

Honoured  by  ) 
Hr.  Cooper.       f 
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Pres.  Reed  to  Gapt.  Robinson,  1781. 

Sir, 

Yooj  Letter  By  Mr.  Qray  came  safely  to  Hand  &  was  daly 
answered,  bat  I  now  find  it  has  misoarried,  and  therefore  it  be- 
comes necessary  to  repeat  what  I  then  said.  With  Respect  to  Mr. 
Qoin  the  Council  upon  the  Recommendation  he  brought  appointed 
him  an  Ensign,  but  to  our  great  Surprize  we  found  him  in  Phiiad* 
a  Month  afterwards,  &  having  also  understood  that  a  Part  of  the 
Money  giyen  him  to  carry  to  the  Country  for  the  Troops  &  the  £15 
Bounty  to  those  Men  you  had  inlisted,  was  not  delivered  over  to 
Mr.  Gray,  the  Paymaster,  as  it  should  have  been,  I  say  under  these 
Circumstances  the  Council  recalled  the  Commission  given  him. 

I  hope  that  by  this  Time  the  Ammunition  &  Cloathing  sent  to 
Capt.  Hambright  to  be  forwarded  to  Capt.  Scott  at  Middle.Town,  & 
from  thence  to  Col.  Hunter,  has  arrived  safe.  The  Council  have 
also  complied  with  your  Request  in  appointing  Mr.  Smith  a  Surgeon, 
but  as  you  do  not  mention  where  he  is  to  be  found,  we  have  not 
b€«n  able  to  forward  his  Appointment  to  him.  You  will  observe 
by  what  I  have  said  before  that  the  Ass^  by  a  Vote  directed  ihat 
the  Men  yon  had  enlisted  betbre  you  knew  the  Bounty  allowed  to 
Continental  Soldiers  should  receive  the  Sum  you  had  agreed  for,  & 
Mr.  Oray  has  directions  to  pay  it. 

We  have  had  the  greatest  Difficulties  imaginable  in  procuring  the 
Ammunition  for  the  Supply  of  the  Frontiers  &  the  Cloathing  for 
the  Men,  having  been  obliged  to  borrow  the  Money,  as  the  Treasury 
has  not  yet  nor  nor  do  we  expect  it  will  for  some  Time  be  suppli^ 
with  Specie,  which  is  now  absolutely  necessary  to  procure  Articles 
of  that  Nature.  We  hope  therefore  that  all  due  &  prudent  Care 
will  be  taken  that  there  be  no  unnecessary  Waste  or  Expenditure 
of  what  is  now  sent,  as  it  is  exceedingly  uncertain  when  we  shall  be 
able  to  send  more. 

The  signal  Blow  the  Indians  have  received  to  the  Northward, 
whereby  near  90  of  them  and  their  viler  Associates,  the  Tories,  fell 
In  one  Action,  &  the  Party  totally  defeated,  will  have  a  happy  Bflfoot 
for  the  Frontiers  generally,  but  in  the  mean  Time  we  xely  mneh 
upon  your  £xertions.  We  observe  many  Complaints  from  the 
Country,  &  sometimes  they  find  their  Way  into  the  News  Papers : 
wo  cannot  but  think  them  yerj  unjust  with  Respect  to  Northumber- 
land, as  the  Force  raised  and  kept  there  exceeds  all  the  other  Parts 
of  the  Frontiers,  &  the  Supplies  of  Men,  Monies  &  Ammunition 
which  have  been  sent  from  Time  to  Time  for  these  three  Yean  past 
are  much  ffreater  than  is  generally  apprehended.  However  avok 
will  depend  upon  you  ft  the  OenUemen  in  Oommand  to  apply  the 
Force  yon  have  so  as  to  give  Satisfaction  to  tha  Pe^le.  We  ofawm 
that  in  Northampton  County  they  have  been  sucoesrfnl  ia  making 
immediate  Pursuit  after  the  Indians,  having  recovered  tkaOaptiYca 
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&. Booty  k  killed  somo  of  the  Ptoty.  We  are  very  eeniiUe  of  the 
Diffieoliiee  of  ui  Indian  Paiwuit,  but  as  any  lose  on  their  Part  ia  ao 
mortifying  ft  diseooraging  to  theoii  we  must  reqneat  that  you  wonU 
eherish  a  Spirit  of  Ihie  Kind  in  the  Men,  &  you  may  be  asaund 
that  OYery  aueh  BzerCion  will  be  duly  noticed. 
I  ami  Sir, 

your  Obed.  Hbbl.  Serr., 


J.  REED. 


Indoned, 
Ang.  6, 1781. 

Directed  J 
Capt.  Bobinson^  of  the  Company  of  Rangers. 


William  Attlbb  to  Prb8.  Rbbd,  1781. 

Lancaster,  the  6th  August,  1781. 
Sir 

Hanng  just  now  some  conversation  with  Col.  Hubley  respecting 

the  militia  on  duty  at  this  Post,  as  Guards  over  the  Prisoners  of 

Warr  &  Stores,  &  finding  their  tour  of  duty  will  expire  in  about  two 

weeks,  I  beg  leave  to  trouble  your  Excellency,  to  express  my  wishes 

thai  the  duty  here  could  be  performed  by  the  militia  of  the  Town 

only  or  that  we  might  at  least  have  one  Compny  of  the  Town 

militia  always  on  duty,  they  seem  to  me  to  be  much  better  officered 

than  the  militia  from  the  Country  &  being  more  accustomed  to  duty 

tte  better  qualified  for  keeping  in  order  a  set  of  artful  fellows  who 

frequently  persuade  some  of  those^from  the  Country,  as  well  officers 

u  privates  when  on  duty  to  let  them  pass  from  the  Barracks  on 

nrioQS  pretences ;  by  which  means  they  get  opportunities  of  stragling 

into  the  Country  &  with  the  assistance  of  the  disafiected  make 

their  eaeape. 

-  We  have  been  fortunate  these  two  last  Guards  in  having  Gentle- 
■en  mt  the  head  of  the  Guard  who  have  seen  service  &  have  taken 
a  great  deal  of  trouble  in  instructing  the  militia,  &  with  those  from 
the  Goontry  are  Cap*  Scott  &  a  few  more  good  officers ;  but  as  there 
seems  m  prospect  of  the  next  Guards  coming  chiefly  from  the 
Country  A  but  few  of  the  Gentlemen  who  'tis  expected  will  com- 
mand them  have  had  opportunities  of  knowing  seryice,  I  fear  the 
business  will  be  done  in  rather  a  careless  and  unsoldierlike  manner 
unless  Covnoil  shall  be  of  opinion  that  a  considerable  part  of  the 
Chiafd  may  be  of  the  militia  of  the  Town  &  shall  be  pleased  to  order 
aeeordingly. 

M'  Hall  being  in  Philadelphia  we  can  do  nothing  towards  fitting 
up  m  part  of  the  Store-house  for  a  Hospital  untill  he  returua  a&  \\i^t^ 
^la  pttbUeStorea  there  under  Jiis  charge. 
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Oap^  Hambright  being  in  my  offico  begs  me  to  mentioii  tbat  be 
lately  wrote  your  Exoellenoy  giving  a  state  of  affairs  in  his  depart- 
ment &  wishes  the  honoar  of  a  Line  from  yon,  as  be  is  apprehensive 
that  he  will  be  under  the  necessity  of  giving  up  his  bargain  with 
M'  Ross  for  500  Cords  of  Wood  purchased  from  him|  unless  he  can 
comply  with  his  contract  with  him  which  requires  the  wood  to  be  out 
&  taken  from  the  Lands  in  a  certain  time. 

I  am  Sir  with  the  greatest  esteem 

your  most  obedt  Servt., 

WILL.  ATTLEE. 
DirfXited, 

His  Excellency,  Joseph  Heed,  Esquirci  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 


Prbs.  Rbbd  to  John  Hambrigiit,  1781. 

Sir, 

Your  Letter  of  the  25  ult.  came  safely  to  Hand  &  we  are  obliged 
to  you  for  your  Care  in  forwarding  the  Ammunition  &  Cloathing  to 
Northumberland.  We  shall  be  glad  you  would  inform  yourself 
whether  it  has  gone  forward  from  Middleton. 

With  Respect  to  the  Hospital  we  are  quite  of  opinion  that  such  a 
Building  is  necessary  but  having  had  the  Brick  Store  on  the  Hill 
recommended  to  us  for  this  Purpose,  before  your  Letter  came  to 
Hand  we  had  wrote  to  Col.  Hubley  to  apply  it  accordingly.  We 
are  sorry  to  find  the  Quarter  Master's  Department  in  such  a  feeble 
Condition  as  to  be  unable  to  bear  the  slightest  Expencea  such  aa 
necessary  Repairs  &  Wood.  We  must  entreat  you  to  apply  to  Col. 
Miles  in  the  most  earnest  manner  for  some  Assistance  as  it  is  abso- 
lutely out  of  our  Power  to  give  any  hard  money,  as  none  haa  come 
in  for  Taxes  &  the  Inhabitants  of  this  City  have  been  frequently 
called  upon  heretofore.  We  cannot  but  think  that  such  a  Represen- 
tation from  M'  Atlee  &  yourself  stating  at  the  same  Time  that  the 
Government  is  not  in  a  Condition  to  supply  you  will  brinff  round  a 
Grant  of  at  least  a  small  Part  of  the  £300,000  given  latdy  by  the 
King  of  Franco  to  Congress.  We  think  your  mode  of  getting 
Wood  the  cheapest  &  best,  but  we  have  never  yet  either  here  or 
elsewhere  taken  upon  us  the  Payment  of  the  Bills  or  Direction  of 
the  Quarter  Master's  Affairs  in  any  Part  of  the  state,  Should  w« 
begin  we  do  not  know  where  it  would  end. 

bo  &r  as  the  Repair  of  the  Barracks  whioh  belong  to  the  State  k 
have  been  usually  repaired  by  the  Government  fornarly^we  ahoaU  not 
hesitate  to  do  it' if  we  had  the  money,  we  do  assure  vou  that  Pteaona 
in  oflbe  are  obliged  to  live  as  well  as  they  oan  till  the  new  Tasea 
are  levied.  We  hope  every  one  will  aee  the  NeoeiaitT  of  eoUeoting 
them  BpeedSij  &  that  Lanoaator  County  especially  (whioh  ia  so  Mn^ 
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will  exert  herself  to  recruit  the  Treasury,  such  an  Exertion  would 
be  very  reasonable  &  do  great  Credit  to  the  Comisaioners  &  the 
Goniitj  in  goneraL 

Tiim  liftTe  beiBii  many  Sobaorij^ionfl,  Ijoani,  &o.  in  tlus  (Sl|f»«i 
lm»lMn*.niid6i«lbod  Ihntonr  Friendain  thaOoontwUi*  Man 
aattii mtt  in  «ya  vaj.  SnA  % flenriahag Town  aa  faiiaaatwaw 
ahMldh^aigbt  fttluiithajwitt  ina  Oaaa  whan  fi«aaM(«4 
lUr  own  Gomlort  ia  aonaarned  advanaa  a  anudl  8am  of  Bootj  WM 
IIm  Bapi^meni.ia  now  become  ao  eertain  ft  axpaditiona.  In  aiiditiaai 
toall  former  Loana  ft  Sabaoriptiona  wa  have  now  a  varyaeaaidanUa 
ona  for  the  diatreeaed  Inhabitanta  of  Sooth  Carolina  who  are  eoming 
over  in  krge  nnmbera.'  Theae  Oontributiona  are  mneh  heayier  npoo 
na  thannU  the  Taxes,  Surely  it  is  reasonable  to  expect  that  thoae  of 
oor  Frienda  who  have  novar  bean  diatnrbed  bj  the  Bnamy  ft  are  of 
Ability  will  help  a  little  at  snoh  a  Time.  If  no  snch  temporary 
anpply  can  be  -had  we  can  only  ad^aa  the  Application  I  haye  men- 
timied  in  the  aame  Part  of  this  Letter  ft  that  withont  Loaa  of  Time. 
It  ja  dot  with  na  a  Qveation  ol  Will  bat  of  Ability  as  wa  ahonld  be 
glad  to  relieve  yoa  from  your  Difficalty  as  well  as  ease  the  Peopb 
m  Tanaaatar  in  any  Hntter  in  oor  Power. 

lamSir 

yoor  obed.  Hbba.  Bar. 


Pam.  BaiD  20  LnuravAirTS  of  Lahgambe  ahb  Yobx4 

1781. 

By  nnthantiak  Advicaa  Oongreas  have  received  from  Virginia  this 

Xkfj,  it  aeama  abnoat  certain,  that  a  large  Detachm'  of  Ooniwallis^a 

Aimj  have  moved  vp  the  Bay  having  Baltimore  for  their  preaeni 

MBl  Object.    We  cannot,  on  thia  Occasion,  bat  have  Apprdien- 

I  on  Aaooontof  the  Priaonera,  ft  therefore,  have  not  only  thonf^t 

,  ar  to  give  yoa  the  earliest  Intelligence^  bnt  to  reqaeal  yon  wiU 

inks  all  proper  Precaations  for  their  Secority — ft  in  Gaaa  of  a  lor* 

Wnid  Movemtet  by  the  Bnamy,  that  evaiy  Thing  ahonld  be  in 

Bandinaaa  to  remove  them  to  a  plaoe  of  greater  Safety.    We  wonld 

liao  lacommend  to  yoa  the  fidluig  immMiataly  npon  aoitable  Mea* 

tavea  to  have  the  beat  ft  earlieat  Intelligenoe  of  the  Operations  of  the 

beay  ai.tbe  Head  of  the  Bay.    The  Diatance  doea  not  admit  of  « 

Borpriae  if  w>per  Vigilance  is  osed  ;  ft  the  Conseqaencea  are  of  ao 

alaiming  a  Nature,  that  nothing  ought  to  be  omitted  to  gnard  against 

it    Shoold  the  Enemy  not  make  any  Movement  in  tbe  Coonty,  it 

ii  prabable  4hat  the  Prisoners  will  desert  largely  if  great  Care  ia 

act  taken.— This,  thereforCi  tho"  a    secondary,  is  an  imporfeaat 


Iam|fto. 
hdarmd,—AugBm%  6, 1781. 


888  PENNSYLVANIA  ABCHIVES  1781. 

Sbc'y  Matlack  to  Tho's  Bradford,  1781, 

Philad%  Augagt  y  7, 1781- 
Sir, 

Hifl  Ezoelleney  the  Premdeat  &  Coanoil  being  appreheDsive  of 
many  and  ffreat  inoonvenienoies  which  may  arise  from  the  eontinn- 
anoe  of  the  Flags  of  Trace  late  from  Charles  Town,  in  South  (^ro- 
lina,  continving  longer  in  this  State,  Order  me  to  request  that  yoa 
will  order  those  Flags  down  the  river  immediately,  at  least  as  low 
as  to  where  the  Trumbull  Frigate  now  lies. 
I  am,  with  great  respect. 

Your  most  obed^  serr*, 

T.  M,8tcy 
Tho*  Bradford,  Esq.,  D.  Gom'y  Prisoners. 

John  Hart  to  Prbs.  Reed,  1781. 

Bucks  County,  August  7%  1781. 
Sir, 

Three  Recruits  only,  for  this  County,  are  as  yet  delivered  at  New- 
town in  Consequence  of  the  last  Class  Law,  for  one  of  which  Timo- 
thy Taylor,  Esq',  gave  a  Receipt — myself  for  two,  as  Capt  Clay- 
poole,  who  should  receive  them,  is  not  here.  They  will  want  Quarters, 
which  can  no  otherwise  be  obtained  here  than  by  Billets  on  the 
Inhabitants ;  to  arrant  which  we  have  no  person  who  thinks  himself 
competent — M'  Taylor  declining,  as  not  being  vested  with  special 
Authority  for  that  purpose.  I  could  wish  the  Honorable  Council 
would  take  this  Matter  into  Consideration. 

I  have  received  a  Letter  from  (]!ol«. Matlack,  informing  me  that 
Council  request  that  I  would  contract  with  some  Person  to  find  Pro- 
vision for  the  Recruits  ]  I  have  attempted  so  to  do,  but  Difficulties 
arise  by  Reason  that  the  particular  Articles,  neither  as  to  Quantity 
or  Kind,  are  pointed  out,  of  which  a  Ration  is  to  consist  Tfaie 
Person  willing  to  undertake,  wishes  to  know  whether  Vegetables, 
Bum,  Soap,  &c.,  are  to  bo  parts  of  the  Allowance.  Another  Diffi- 
oulty  is  the  immediate  want  of  Money,  without  which,  in  Hand,  he 
doubts  his  Ability  to  execute  the  Business — as  People,  when  they 
furnish  any  thing  for  the  Public  now,  will  insist  for  the  ready  Honey 
— and  he  has  it  not  of  his  own  to  advance.  Fearing  I  trouble  your 
Excellency  &  the  Honorable  Council  about  Matters  of  too  smidl  or 
too  obvious  a  Nature,  but  wishing  an  Answer  hereto, 
I  am  Sir,  your 

Exoellenqy's  most  obed*  ft  hnmbleser?*, 
JOHN  HABT. 

His  Exoellenoy  Joseph  Beed,  Esquire,  President  of  the  Stale  of 
Pennsylvania. 
AF*yBev*0.  Hart 


HFIi?  lift 


,tT JKopiBe  Lvvns  »  iPais,  ftms  1781. 


JSftQ  Jhwm  of  ihe  81*^  Jiify  &  the  l^t  A«8apt  torn  ytm 
4^j  ft  tl^  Sopieme  BiBoatiYa  Coiuieil  cum  ^ife  to  hm^ 
Im  Aoianaiioo  &  flinto-^Bvd^  unnflmijr  diroelioik  Im  bant 
Ij^fTifflPt  WMte  of  Amimitieiii  and  98  m^  owom.  for.  Ihf  < 
iP:.tfc6ieof  has  bisen  &  I  fiad  9iV  if  ibo  diiAaigiiig  « 
Wl^  ia  order  to  keep  tliem  oku,  I  baTo  goi  a  lev  Qpi 
kMdfi  k  lent  oae  to  the  offoer'*^BiaiMdiiig  eft  feeh  PlMt^ 
||>M  the  Leed  at  taeat  nej  be  if  poiaUe  aaved. 
pilliiic  tbe  pwrobaaiiig  pnyviflioD0  for  tbe  MiUtim  I -bate 
ppoded  it  moat  atrepaoualj  to  Col.  BalUet  to  be  oaieM  im  te 
>||^  be  oSwed,  Beef  and  l(«^ion  are  gfUieraU J  adld  beve  at 
Imftb,  Wheat  at  about  mx  sbilliafla— I  an  told  that  Wheat  to 
dved  ia  Jeney  in  Paynient  for  Taxeay  ia  fixed  at  S«feB^9bi)i> 
Mix  Penee.  The  &eat  of  the  Seaaon  will  not  pdmit  the 
Mt«r  laige  Cattloi  as  tbe  Poatp  are  ejrtendled|  othenriae  Fkah 
MaM  aomeUung  lower. 

r  Jiadaeaday  laat  the  Court  Martial  aat  on  the  Trial  of  GoL 
lic^ttd  adjourned  last  Saturday  to  meet  at  Gap^  Hellaifa-ea  the 
kaqpiat  next  Besides  the  Vair  Charges  iooluded  in  your 
^iM'a  Warranty  Four  Othors  have  been  given  in  during  tbe 
|:«f  tbe  Court  Martial,  yiat; 

;  qbluuBg  the  Legislative  Authority  with  oontemptuoqa 
Mfc  aad  apeaking  disrespeotfUly  of  the  Supreme  Bxeoative 

"idlMoaniging  tbe  Beoruiting  Serviee  for  defenee  of  tbe  Fron- 

Oowardioe  ft  Inoapacttj,  when  maiehing  a  Part  of  the 
k3m  Pursuit  of  tbe  Indians  that  had  attacked  ft  killed  ^ohn 
flanr  ft  Qwr^  Lerne  his  Wifo  ft  Child  on  the  3'  Jul^  last. 
"Scandalous  Behaviour,  in  signing  a  Paperi  unbecoming  tbe 
liar  of  an  <Aoer  and  a  Gentlemen. 

Ipaadel  Potts  £sq%  Judge  Advocate  at  the  Court  Martial,  who 
Ifi  to  attend  at  Lancaster  ft  Beading  Gonrts,  desired  me  to 
fISl  your  Excellency  for  your  directions  as  to  the  following 

How  far  a  Militia  officer  is  amenable  to  a  Court  Martial  for 
iMoot  when  not  in  actual  Service  ?  * 

ij  what  BegulatioDs  the  Militia  are  governed  when  in  aetnal 
»*  Pay  of  the  State? 

I  Hiaagreeable  and  indeed  wretohed  Situation  of  the  few  Troops 
I  Third  Pennsylv*  Begiment  stationed,  at  thia  Place,  as  well  as 
lltfcHilar  Bequest  of  Cap<  Christy  Commandant,  have  ^tviaaXfiAL 
1^  tnra|>le  your  Excellency  in  Coundl  wiih  %  fen  \\ii«a  ^»l  % 
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subject  entirely  out  of  my  line  in  any  other  way^  than  as  bearing  a 
proportion  of  each  man's  burden  thro  this  Life  of  Woe — There  are 
now  here  from  the  Captains  Account  about  Thirty  Rank  &  File. 
It  has  happened  several  times  that  the  Privates  have  been  five  or 
six  days  without  any  Flesh  meat^  but  it  has  at  last  grown  so  bad, 
that  they  have  had  none  these  last  fifteen  or  sixteen  days,  insomuch 
that  some  of  them  are  beginning  to  be  sick,  truly  for  want  of  proper 
sustenance — ^Their  officers  being  without  money,  have  it  not  in  their 
power  to  assist  them.  Upon  my  return  from  the  Frontiers,  which 
was  last  Sunday  Evening,  hearing  of  their  miserable  Situation,  I 
have  proposed  to  Cap'  Cbnsty  to  engage  for  the  Payment  of  Four- 
teen days  Provisions,  and  hope  to  repay  myself  in  part  by  a  small 
Collection  designed  to  be  made  among  the  Inhabitants  for  the  pur- 
poee-^Before  these  provisions  can  be  expended,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  future  Provision  will  be  made.  In  justice  to  these  sufferers 
I  must  add,  that  as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  inform  myself,  there 
has  been  no  Injury  offered  to  the  Inhabitants,  except  a  Gk>08e  now 
&  then,  &  an  attempt  to  kill  a  Sheep  a  few  nights  past. 

In  the  first  Charge  against  Col.  Strowd,  viz^:  ^<  Counteracting  and 
'^  opposing  the  Lieutenants  of  the  County  &  the  Sab  Lieutenants  in 
''  their  office,  &  assuming  upon  himself  the  Power  of  stationing  the 
''Militia  ordered  for  the  defence  of  the  Frontiers  &  consulting 
**  therein  his  own  safety  &  interest  to  the  prejudice  of  others  more 
''exposed  to  the  ravages  of  the  enemy,''  the  court  have  thought 
proper  to  confine  the  examination  of  witnesses  to  the  time  when 
Jacob  Strowd  Esquire  received  his  commission  as  Lieutenant  Colo- 
nel, he  being  so  stiled  in  the  Warrant  ordering  the  Court  Martial, 
whereas  those  who  htfve  brought  the  charge  against  him,  contend 
that  the  Prisoner  is  amenable  to  the  Court  Martial,  for  every  part 
of  his  conduct,  under  his  first  Commission  when  appointed  Colonel, 
as  this  last  of  Lieutenant  Colonel,  and  requested  me  to  state  the 
same  to  your  Excellency. 

William  Raup  Esquire  who  was  chosen  and  Commissionatcd 
Lieut.  Col.  of  the  Second  Battalion,  resigned  his  Commission  to 
Samuel  Rea  Esquire  sometime  last  Spring  of  which  Col.  Rea  says 
ho  did  not  inform  Council — Also  Cap^  Jacob  Heller,  of  the  same 
Battalion,  and  who  is  one  of  the  Court  Martial,  had  likewise  resigned 
to  the  late  Lieut,  which  I  did  not  know  till  the  Court  Martial  sat — 
M'  Heller  now  says  he  is  endined  to  resume  his  Commismon — 
Your  Excellency  will  please  to  say  if  he  may  be  permitted  to  receive 
it  OL^ot. 

I  nnd  myself  under  the  necessity  of  troubling  the  Supreme  Ezeo- 
Qtive  Council  more  than  I  could  wish ;  but  as  this  flows  from  the 
nature  of  things  as  they  rise,  and  mv  desire  of  prooeeding  aright^ 
I  trust  my  excuse  therefore  will  be  admitted. 

I  am  Sir,  your  Bxoellenoy's  most  obedient 

very  humble  Servanly 
ROBERT  LEVBBa 
D/recU(?,    Uia  Excellency  Joseph  'BAi&di)  Yiw{  • 
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Hkvrt  Osbobhb  to  Pki8.  Bbbd,  1781. 

Sir. 

At  by  the  CommiarioB  of  Eaeheator  OenL  (with  which  I  wm 
Honoimd)  it  don't  appeur  that  I  am  aathoriaed  to  proceed  farther 
toaehing  tiicfa  laoda  &0.9  as  may  be  Escheated,  than  taking  the 
InoneBt  of  Office :  I  conceived  it  to  be  of  consequence  to  the  8tafee> 
to  nave  the  Diiections  of  Yoor  Honble  Boud  respecting  Escheats  in 
Cknaral,  as  by  preventing  persons  who  have  no  known  title  to 
remain  in  possession  of  Escheats  and  who  are  not  acoonntable  to  the 
State  Ibr  Bent  or  Waste  Ac.,  will  be  enriching  individuals  at  the 
pablie  ezpenoe.  I  therefore  submit  to  Yonr  Hon^  Board  to  deters 
nnoy  who  is  to  take  possession  of  such  Escheats^  and  by  what 
Anthority. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be^Y^  Excj^*  most  Obd. 

and  very  Hble  Servt.. 
H.  OSBORNE. 

FbOaddphia,  7^  AugS  1781. 
ZHrectedj 

His  Eic^  Joseph  Beed,  Esquire,  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Rbsolution  of  Council,  1781. 

Philadelphia,  August  7th,  1781. 
In  Connoil, 

On  Consideration  Ordered,  That  the  Escheator  of  the  State,  do 
tike  poesession  of  such  estates  as  may  appear  to  be  escheated  to  the 
Commonwealth ;  and  that  he  be  authorized  to  let  the  same  for  the 
kst  rent  that  can  be  obtained  therefor,  not  exceeding  the  Term  of 
oae  year,  and  that  he  be  allowed  for  his  trouble  five  per  centum  on 
the  proceeds^  and  five  per  cent  on  the  amount  of  Sale  of  such  as 
ihaU  be  sold  with  reasonable  charges. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

T.  MATLACK,  Sec'y. 
DireeUdf    Henry  Osborne,  Esq'. 


Wm.  Scott  to  Prbs.  Rbbd,  1781. 

York,  August  8th,  1781. 
Sir, 

This  day  I  reed,  your  Excellency's  Letter  of  the  6tb  lustant, 
mud  on  advising  with  Colonel  Wood  concerning  the  PrisonerSy  have 
Called  another  Class  of  the  Militia  thereby  to  enable  the  Guards 
the  better  to  prevent  desertion,  or  to  remove  the  Prisoners  to  Bomi^ 
^>ther  Place  in  case  the  Enemy  should  attempt  oomeiu|^  oxit  iiv)« 
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We  have  also  calFd  so  many  of  the  Light  Hone  men  of  the  Mili- 
tia as  will  haye  one  station'd  at  every  ten  or  twelve  Miles  from  tbe 
head  of  the  Bay  to  this  Place,  who  are  to  be  under  the  Direction  of 
an  Officer  that  will  attend  at  Bush  Town  or  some  other  Place  as 
may  be  most  Proper,  and  be  ready  to  send  the  earliest  iateUigenoe; 
and  as  each  Dragoon  will  have  to  go  no  farther  than  a  Horae  may 
ron  in  fioJl  speed,  we  shall  have  notice  of  the  Enemy's  movements 
in  Six  or  Eight  Hours^from  the  time  of  sending  off  the  Ezpreiaea, 

We  are  glad  to  here  of  being  supplied  with  arms  and  ammunition 
as  we  are  in  great  want  of  those  articles;  have  prevailed  with  Major 
Srook  to  go  Express  and  have  them  forwarded  immediately. 

A  few  Swords  and  Pistols  for  Lighthorse  men  woa'd  be  very 
acceptable,  as  we  have  it  not  in  our  Power  to  Provide  them  here ; 
but,  however  it  may  be,  we  will  thankfully  accept  of  whal  thingi 
soever  Council  may  Please  to  send  us. 
I^am  Sir,  ^ 

with  due  respect,  your  Excellency's 

Very  Obedient  Humble  servt, 
WM.  SCOTT. 
Directedy 

On  Publick  service. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Bead,  Esquire,  President  in  Council, 
Philadelphia. 


Prbs.  Beeb  to  Moirs.  Holerr,  1781. 

Sir, 

I  send  you  inclosed  the  Bemarks  of  the  Council  on  the  Communi- 
cation you  made  them  some  time  ago,  which  have  been  delayed  for 
two  Beasons : — First.  The  accumulated  Weight  of  Business  arising 
from  the  Dissolution  &  Be-establishment  of  the  Pennsylvania  Line, 
&  the  Changes  which  have  taken  Place  in  the  Currency  of  the 
Country — with  the  additional  Weight  of  reguhiting  the  Disposal  of 
the  publick  Lands. 

Secondly,  That  tbe  Answer  of  Council  might  by  Time  be  so 
divested  of  any  undue  Acrimony  which  the  Style  &  Matter  of  yonr 
Address  excited,  so  that  it  should  be  the  Besult  of  their  deliberate 
&  unimpassioned  Judgment.  And  you  are  at  Liberty  to  communi- 
cate it  to  any  Person  you  may  think  proper.  We  consider  it  a 
pleasing  Circumstance  that  all  Bcstrictions  on  Commerce  being 
taken  off  the  Causes  of  Disatisfaction  are  effectually  removed^  ft  the 
necessity  of  official  Intercourse  proportionately  diminished. 

I  am  Sir, 

Tour  Obed.  k 

very  HbhL  Ser., 

J.  BEED. 
Jmloned,    August  8th,  1781. 
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I^KUT.  Jams»  Mabshai.  to  Pbes.  Bebd,  1781.      ^ 

WaBhington  Connij,  S^  Angaatj  1781. 

Wlieii  I  began  to  Organiie  the  MiKtia  of  this  Coniiiy,  I  Expeotad 
tha  line  between  the  Statea  wonld  have  been  ran  (at  least  by  tba 
CoBmiBBioaen  of  this  State)  in  May  last }  bat  Finding  they  did  not 
airiTe  at  neither  of  the  periods  given  us  to  expect  them,  I  thonght 
it  my  duty  to  take  the  most  favourable  Opportunity  that  would  O&r, 
to  form  the  Militia.  About  the  fifteenth  of  June  kst,  I  apprehended 
Appearanoea  favourable,  and  aocordinffly  advertised  two  Battalion 
Elections,  but  soon  found  that  Oeneral  Clark's  preparations  for  his 
Expedition,  and  the  fixoraordioary  Freedom  which  he  and  his  party 
of  the  old  Virginia  Officers  used  with  the  people  of  this  County, 
stood  greatly  in  the  way ;  they  frere  Indefatigable  itf  propigating 
reports  of  the  (General  being  a  Continental  Officer — ^having  extraordi- 
nary Countenance  and  Authority  from  the  State  of  Pennsylvania — 
In  palling  down  my  Advertisements-Dissuading  the  people  from 
attending  the  Elections — Crying  out  that  I  was  every  thing  that  was 
bad,  and  was  doing  all  this  in  o^er  to  hurt  the  Expedition,  &• ; — all 
which,  however  fidse,  produced  a  Visible  Indisposition  in  the  people 
towards  attending  the  Elections ;  and  altho'  I  was  not  attempting 
any  thing  with  design  to  Injure  his  Expedition,  I  Could  not  do  any 
thing  to  fill  np  the  Qeneral's  troops  out  of  the  Militia  of  this  frontier 
County,  not  having  Council's  Orders  for  that  purpose ;  however,  on 
the  whole,  and  Just  then  receiving  such  Inteligence  of  the  Line 
being  Immediately  seen,  as  I  thought  authentic,  I  Judged  it  moat 
precedent  to  postpone  the  Election  untill  that  event  Should  happen, 
or  antill  the  departure  of  the  armed  Banditti  Under  the  genieral,  that 
then  awed  the  good  pe<^le  of  this  County,  and  were  Chaaiog  such  of 
the  Inhabitants  as  Penticost,  Shepperd  &  Evans;  the  Lieu**  of  Youg- 
hagaini,  Monogalia  &  Ohio,  were  pleased  to  point  out  by  way  of  drafting 
sa  fit  peraona  to  go  with  the  general ;  and  on  Missing  their  persons 
were  Violating  and  totally  destroying  their  property,  and  accordingly  I 
Ceontermanded  the  Advertisements,  and  let  things  ly  still  for  some 
time  Untill  the  wanton  Barbarity  and  unparalleled  arbitrary  proceed- 
isga  of  tha  s*  party  Convinced  the  people,  that  it  was  Impossible  they 
Could  have  Authority  from  any  government  to  act  in  that  manner, 
and  caused  them  to  shew  a  desire  of  being  formed  Under  this  go* ; 
whereupon  I  again  advertised  &V9  battalion  Districts,  (being  the 
whole  in  the  County)  and  have  had  two  Elections,  and  hopes  shortly 
to  have  the  Militia  in  full  form.  And  now  it's  like  the  General's 
Expedition  is  on  the  Eve  of  falling  totally  through,  and  I  am  to  bear 
the  blame ;  and  the  general,  in  return  for  the  Service  done  him  by 
thoae  afora*,  ia  to  Vilify  me  to  government,  and  produce  the  afoa' 
Ooatimdiotory  Advertisements  as  Evidenoe  against  me,  in  Oi^  V^ 
laiao  aono  of  the  said  Oentlemen  to  a  higher  atate  oi  iaiio^  ^^N^^ 
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goverament  than  I. — Whatever  their  Attetnpts  may  be,  or  in  what 
qiaQDer  made,  I  Can  only  say  at  present,  I  have  aeted  saoh  a  part  as 
I  thought  a  faithful  Officer  ought  to  do  in  similar  Cases ;  and  that 
I  Ever  Conceived  I  had  no  right  so  much  as  to  say  any  of  the  people 
of  this  County  had  a  right  to  go  with  general  Clark  without  yoor 
Ezoellency's  Orders  for  that  purpose ;  much  less  that  I  shonld  Ij 
still  on  purpose  that  the  Virginia  Officers  shonld  draft  the  Militia  of 
this  County  for  that  service— if  any  Complaint,  of  what  kind  soeveri 
ahonld  be  lodged  against  me,  I  hope  your  Excellency  will  favour  me 
with  a  Goppy  thereof,  that  I  may  have  an  Opportunity  of  doing 
myself  Justice ;  and  as  the  Manner  in  which  the  Gen'  and  hia  Un- 
derlings have  treated  the  people  of  this  and  Westmoreland  Counties 
has  b^n  so  arbitrary  and  unprecedented,  T  think  it  my  duty  to  Inform 
your  Excellency  the  particulars  of  a  few  facts. 

The  first  Instance  was  with  one  Jn*  Harden,  in  Westmoreland, 
who,  with  a  tflimber  [of]  others,  refused  to  be  drafted  under  the  gov» 
of  Virginia,  alledging  they  were  undoubtedly  in  Pennsylvania,  and 
Declared  if  that  government  Ordered  a  draft,  they  would  Obey 
Chearfully,  and  accordiogly  Elected  their  officers,  and  made  returns 
thereof  to  Col.  Cook.  After  this,  the  general,  with  a  party  of  forty 
or  fifty  horse  men.  Came  to  Harden's  in  Quest  of  him  to  bans  him| 
as  the  general  himself  Declared ;  but  not  finding  the  old  Ckntlenuuiy 
took  and  tied  his  son,  broke  open  his  mill,  Fed  away  and  Destroyed 
upwards  of  150  Bushels  Wheat,  Rye  and  Com,  Balled  his  sheep  and 
hogs,  and  lived  away  at  M'  Harden's  Expences  in  that  manner  for 
two  or  three  days ;  Declared  his  Estate  forfeited,  but  graciously  give 
it  to  his  wife ;  Formed  an  article  in  which  he  bound  all  the  Inhabi- 
tants he  could  lay  hands  on,  or  by  any  means  prevail  upon  to  Come  in  to 
him,  Under  the  penalty  of  ten  months'  in  the  Regular  Army,  not  to 
oppose  the  draft.  Another  man  in  Westmoreland,  being  in  Com* 
paoy  with  Clark's  troops,  happened  to  say  the  draft  was  Ulegal,  upon 
which  he  was  Immediately  Confined,  and  Ordered  to  be  hanged  by 
the  Oenenl.  CoL  Penticost,  being  willing  to  assist  the  Qeneral, 
Issued  Ordera  to  the  Commanding  officers  of  the  old  Militia  Com* 
panys,  to  Raise  an  armed  force  and  Collect  the  Delioq** ;  and  altho' 
these  orders  were  Chiefly  disobeyed,  yet  there  has  been  sevesal 
armed  Banditties  in  this  County,  under  the  Command  of  a  Certain 
Col.  Cox  and  others,  who  have  acted  nearly  in  the  same  Manner  as 
the  general  himself  has  done. 

They  beinff  in  Quest  of  John  Donglas,  (a  Gent  Elected  one  of 
our  Justices  for  this  County)  and  not  finding  him  the  first  attempt, 
broke  open  his  house  in  the  night  time,  Fed  away  and  destroyed 
such  a  part  of  Rye  and  Corn  (his  property)  as  they  thought  proper, 
Drew  their  swords  upon  his  wife  and  Children  in  order  to  make 
them  Discover  where  he  was ;  the  a'  Cox  and  his  party  have  taken 
and  Confined  a  Considerable  number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this 
County,  amongst  which  were  Hugh  Scott  (one  of  the  acting  trusteetf 
of  the  County)  altho  he  was  not  drafted,  in  a  word  the  Inatawoea  of 


FBKNSTLVANIA  ABOHiyES  1781.  S45 

high  treMon  agtinst  tbe  State  are  too  manj  to  be  EnnmeTatedy 
therefore  shall  not  trouble  your  Bxoellencj  any  more  on  the  anbje^ 
at  present,  bat  beg  leave  ooee  more  to  urge  the  neoessity  of  the 
pfoposed  temporary  line  being  ran  as  soon  as  possible,  as  the  Qoter- 
noor  of  Virginia's  orders  to  one  on  this  side  of  the  Monntain  is 
aetoally  arrived.  I  wish  to  Ood  your  Exoellencys  orders  for  thak 
purpose  was  also  in  the  hands  of  some  person  in  this  Goantrey--4f 
your  Bzeellenoy  wonld  be  pleased  to  send  by  the  Bearer,  Bhode 
Commissions  for  five  Battalions  k  one  troop  of  horse,  it  will  tend 
Considerably  to  forward  the  bnsiness,  and  enable  as  to  Call  ont  the 
Militia  mach  sooner  for  the  defenoo  of  the  Country  in  Case  of  an 
Iflvasion.  I  have  been  under  the  Neoessity  or  Raising  a  small  pav* 
ty  of  Yoluntiers  as  a  guard  for  the  Frontier  Inhabitants  the  time  of 
harvest,  for  whieh  I  hope  to  have  your  Ezcelleneys  approbation,  and 
that  Couneil  will  forwud  Amunition  for  the  use  of  this  County  as 
soon  as  posnble ;  the  enemy  having  aotualy  Invaded  the  Country  k 
Caused  Considerable  part  of  this  County  to  be  Bvaouated,  Aims  li 
also  very  much  wanted. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  very  great  Bespect  &  Esteem, 
your  Ezoellenoy's  Obed'  Humble  Servant, 

JAMES  MARSHAL.   : 
JHrecUdf 

On  public  Service, 

His  Exoellency  President  Reed. 
yf  M'  Wherry. 

Gen.  Wm.  Irvine  to  Pres.  Reed,  1781. 

Carlisle,  August  9th,  1781. 
Sir, 

I  have  to  acknowleege  the  receipt  of  your  Excellency's  favour  of 
July  the  23d,  ten  Days  after  date.  This  morning  I  received  a  letter 
from  Colonel  Wood,  who  has  the  Charge  of  the  convention  prisoners, 
with  several  extracts  of^Letters,  giving  intelligence  of  the  Enemy's 
movements  up  the  Chesapeak,  and  expressing  fear  that  they  may 
attempt  rescuing  the  prisoners. 

As  Lancaster  &  York  Town  are  the  places  allowed  for  feeding  the 
Troops,  and  directly  in  the  rout  to  the  Southward,  and  also  conve- 
nient to  draw  them  together  for  the  purpose  of  covering  the  country, 
should  the  Enemy  land  either  at  Baltimore,  or  the  Head  of  Elk* 
I  have  thought  it  proper  to  order  all  the  recruits  &  others  fit  for 
Service,  to  march  immediately  to  these  two  places.  I  have  about 
300  Stand  of  Arms  at  fork  Town,  but  neither  ammunition,  Tents, 
Knapsacks  nor  Canteens.  I  think  one  Field  piece  will  also  be  neces- 
sary. I  have  wrote  to  the  Bosrd  of  War  for  a  Supply  of  the  above 
named  stores,  but  fear  they  may  not  have  them  all  immediately  in 
their  power,  and  hope  the  Honourable  Council  may  afford  some 
assistanoe.    We  shall  likewise  want  Shoes  &  Overalls  very  much. 
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I  SHI  forry  to  infonn  your  Ezoellencj  that  no  penon  baf  as  yet 
undertaken  to  supply  the  Post  at  York  with  provisions.  I  can  not 
say  any  thing  of  Lancaster.  I  should  not  trouble  your  Bzoellenoy 
now  with  this  business  Did  I  not  think  it  of  the  utmost  importanoe. 
Indeed,  I  am  much  at  a  loss  how  to  aot.  There  appears  an 
abiblttte  neoessity  for  calling  as  many  Men  as  possible  to  these 
plaoesy  and  yet,  to  order  Officers  &  Men  to  where  they  are  not 
aoqnuntedy  without  a  shilling  in  their  pockets  &  no  provisions,  is- 
eertainly  hard.  Mr.  Morris's  conduct  appears  to  me  very  extraor- 
dinary, and  how  he  can  suppose  it  poesible  to  Keep  men  at  this  rate 
is  really  mysterious.  I  should  have  wrote  him  on  the  snbjeoi,  bat 
do  not  certainly  know  whether  I  have  any  thing  to  do  with  him. 
As  his  sgreement  has  been  with  the  State,  I  presume  they  are  to 
see  that  he  performs  it.  However,  if  I  misapprehend  the  Matter, 
shall  be  very  much  obliged  to  your  Excellency  to  put  me  right  In 
the  mean  time  diould  I  find  it  necessary  to  take  the  Field  with  what 
&W'Men  can  be  collected,  I  Know  not  how  they  are  to  be  fed,  and 
fear  I  shall  bo  reduced  to  the  Disagreeable  necessity  of  taking  it  by 
force.  Should  Mr.  Morris  even  supply  the  posts  he  has  agrSsd  to, 
this  will  not  do  in  the  Field,  at  the  Distance,  perhaps,  of  50  or  60 
Miks. 

The  Quarter  Master  Departments  can  not  afford  the  smallest 
assistance,  having  neither  money  nor  Credit. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

with  great  respect  Sir,  your  Ezcelloncy's 

most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

WM.  IRVINE. 

P.  8.  I  have  called  on  the  Volunteer  Troop  of  Horse  of  this 
County  to  assemble  at  York  Towd,  and  will  go  there  myself  to 
morrow,  I  shall  remain  either  at  York  Town  or  Lancaster  untill  the 
movements  of  the  Enemy  are  clearly  understood. 


Col.  Sam.  Milbs  to  Pebs.  Bbbd,  1781. 

Philad*  Aug.  0th,  1781. 
Sir, 

'  1  have  taken  the  liberty  of  enclosing  an  extract  of  a  letter  Just 
reeeived  from  my  assistant  at  Reading,  if  your  Excellency  &  the 
Honble.  Council  shall  think  it  necessary  to  give  any  directions  to 
the  mojestratcs  on  the  subject  of  the  extract,  £  will  favour  me  with 
it,  I  will  forward  it  immediately. 

I  am  your  Kxcellencies, 

most  obedt.  Hbbl.  Servt. 

SAM.  MILES.  D.  Q.  M. 
Dtreetefff 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed;  Esqr.^  Presidt.  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 
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Wm.  Atilbs  to  Pbss.  Bebd,  1781. 

Lancaster  ye  Oth  Aagt.  1781. 
Sirt 

Colonel  Habley  having  left  this  yesterday  for  Charlestown  ft  the 
north  of  Snsqnehanna  to  reconoiter  ft  place  a  Chain  of  GeMrfn  so 
as  to  prerenl  a  Surprize  in  case  the  Enemy  should  attempt  tba 
Prisoners  and  Stores  at  this  place,  ft  having  communicated  to  ma 
your  Ezoellenoy's  Letter  by  express  on  Tuesday  last,  wheniB 
mention  is  made  that  arms  for  this  County  are  ready  ft  only  waiting 
for  a  oonveyance.  I  take  the  liberty  to  mention  to  your  Exeellenoy 
that  the  bearer  major  Brooks  from  York  Town  goes  to  Philadelphia 
with  intent  to  forward  some  arms  for  York  County,  ft  will  assist  in 
having  those  for  this  County  brought  to  ns.  Should  the  Waggon 
or  Waggons  "which  Mr.  Brooks  may  engage  be  unable  to  brins  the 
arms  for  both  Counties,  I  am  confident  Sir,  that  Mr.  Casper  Singer 
in  Market  Street,  can  forward  them  any  Day  by  return  Waggons  of 
this  County,  ft  will  cheerfully  assist  in  the  business. 

GoL  Wood  is  this  minute  returned  here  from  York  County  bat 

has  no  further  accounts  of  the  Enemy,  except  a  report  that  ther 

have  landed  at  or  near  Anapolis,  he  has  placed  a  Chain  of  Centiy^ 

on  the  other  side  Susquabanna,  to  prevent  a  surprise  in  that  quarter. 

I  am  your  Excellency's 

moat  obedt  hum.  Servt. 

WILLM.ATTLEB. 
Direeiedy 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Beed  Esquire  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 
^  favour  of  Major  Brooks. 


Pbes.  Ukbd  to  Hbnbt  Chbist,  1781. 

Qentlemeni 

We  have  had  frequent  Representations  made  to  ns  by  the  D' 
Quarter  Master  ft  his  Assistants  of  Difficulties  arising  in  the  billeting 
Soldiers  for  Want  of  Concurrence  ft  Assbtanoe  by  Uie  MagistrateSi 
We  apprehend  it  to  be  highly  proper  that  the  civil  officers  should 
take  the  Direction  of  this  lousiness  rather  than  that  it  should  bo 
done  by  mere  military  Authority  or  the  Soldiers  left  to  themselves 
or  what  would  be  an  inhuman  ft  ungrateful  Alternation  leave  them 
to  suffer  for  Want  of  Accomodation.  It  is  our  Desire  ft  Direction 
that  upon  Application  you  will  act  in  the  Business  by  giving  Billets 
to  an  ^cer  applying  ft  preferring  public  Houses  to  private  while 
tiie  former  are  in  your  Judgment  sufficient.  This  has  been  the 
oonstant  ]n»ctice  in  this  City  ft  no  Inconvenience  has  ensued.    The 
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Beadiness  &  Zeal  with  which  the  Magistrates  of  Berks  Coanty  have 
acted  in  Support  of  the  public  Cause  leaves  us  no  Room  to  doubt 
they  will  chearfully  give  their  Aid  for  the  Promotion  of  the  public 
Ser?ice. 

I  am  Gentlemen  with  much  Esteem  &  Regard 

9-  yonr  obcd.  hbble.  St. 

Direciedf 

Henry  Chriati  Esq.,  to  be  communicated  to  the  Jostioea  of  Pea:« 
of  Reading. 
Indoraedf 

August  10th,  1781. 


Fbes.  Rbbd  to  Robt.  Lbvbrs,  1781. 

Sir, 

Tour  Letters  of  the  29  Ult.  &  7**'  Inst.*  have  both  been  duly 
received  &  communicated  to  the  Council.  We  have  no  Doubt  but 
the  Representation  you  make  of  the  Difficulties  of  procuring  Provi* 
rion  for  the  Militia  without  hard  money  are  very  just,  as  similar 
Demands  are  made  from  other  Counties.  But  it  is  equally  impoa- 
Bible  for  us  to  comply  with  them  &  if  the  People  of  the  County  will 
not  give  their  Assistance  to  feed  the  Troops  employed  for  the 
Defence  of  themselves  &  their  fellow  Inhabitants  we  can  only  regret 
the  Misfortunes  that  will  unavoidably  follow.  As  no  Specie  what- 
ever has  been  received  from  the  People  by  Taxes  or  otherwise  we 
would  wish  they  would  consider  how  we  should  have  it  to  iaiuey  tho 
only  money  in  the  Treasury  is  the  Paper  which  they  refuae,  if  we 
had  hard  money  we  would  issue  it  but  we  assure  you  there  is  not 
money  in  the  Treasury  to  answer  even  the  smaller  Purposes  of 
Government  nor  have  we  a  Prospect  of  any  untill  the  new  Tax  Law 
is  put  in  force.  We  hope  this  will  bo  an  additional  Argument  with 
your  Commissioners  to  exert  themselves  in  that  Business  as  we  shall 
not  hesitate  to  appropriate  what  may  be  necessary  whenever  it  is  in 
our  Power.  The  Assembly  voted  a  Loan  of  hard  money  which  has 
never  been  filled  nor  have  we  been  able  to  draw  any  Assistance  from 
it  farther  than  to  supply  the  Troops  with  Bread  untill  the  Con- 
tractors under  M'  Morns  should  take  up  that  Business.  We  are 
sorry  to  learn  the  Condition  of  the  Continentab  at  Easton  &  would 
advise  that  they  be  removed  to  Reading  as  soon  as  possible  leaving 
an  Officer  or  two  to  receive  any  Recruits  which  may  oe  raised  under 
the  Late  Class  Law  t  we  would  wish  the  Subsistenoe  of  these 
Recruits  be  agreed  for  aa  at  Newtown,  via;  28.  ^  Day  which  we 
will  find  means  to  pay  to  your  Draught  &  therefore  you  may  safely 
engage  for  thia  Payment  observing  allways  thai  whenever  thej 

*  Bee  page  224. 
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amoant  to  6  or  6  they  Bhonld  be  put  off  to  Beadiog  wbioh  being  a 
Place  of  Contract  there  will  be  a  regular  Sopplj.  Ab  is  the  best 
mode  we  can  devise  aa  our  PurohaaiDg  Commissioners  have  done 
aeting.  We  cannot  agree  to  pay  6i.  ^  Bushel  for  Wheat  as  that  b 
the  Price  here  &  very  dull  &  we  apprehend  an  Allowance  should  be 
made  for  the  Distance  from  Market  The  Jersey  Price  in  Taxes  we 
deem  quite  immeterial  as  we  know  the  Allowance  in  that  Case  il 
much  more  liberal  than  common  Purchase. 

We  are  sorry  for  Capt.  Shrawder^s  ill  Success  but  it  is  absolutely 
out  of  our  Power  to  give  him  any  Assistance — if  the  6  men  inlisted 
can  be  turned  over  to  the  Pennsylv.  Line  it  will  be  agreeable  to  vi 
or  that  they  go  to  Northumberland  &  join  Capt.  Robinson's  ComiNUiy 
at  their  Election,  as  there  is  no  Prospect  of  the  Company  fillinff 
under  their  own  Capt,  in  this  Case  he  k  the  Offioer  will  be  relieved 
from  fsrther  Duty  k  at  Liberty  to  engage  in  other  Pursuits.  CoL 
Stroud's  mode  of  accounUng  for  the  Arms  seems  extraordinary  aa 
perhaps  he  may  have  received  public  Arms  without  Account  taken. 
It  is  our  Desire  that  he  give  up  all  the  Arms  he  has  belonging  to 
the  State.  We  approve  of  M'  Patterson's  taking  Care  of  the  Stores 
&  Ammunition  agreeable  to  Appointment  In  Answer  to  M'  Potta^ 
Questions  would  observe; 

Ilrst,  That  we  do  not  conceive  a  Militia  Officer  amenable  to  a 
Court  Martial  when  not  in  actual  Service. 

Secondly,  That  the  Regulations  made  by  the  Militia  Law  are  all 
the  Rules  of  Conduct  for  the  Militia  when  called  in  state  service. 

At  the  same  Time  we  think  it  proper  that  the  Court  Martial 
should  make  Inquiry  into  any  unofficer  like  Conduct  &  report  in  what 
particulars  such  Officer  has  misbehaved,  tho'  it  may  not  come  within 
the  Articles  of  War,  as  proper  measures  may  be  taken  in  many 
Ropects  to  guard  the  public  against  the  Inconveniences  resulting 
from  such  Commissions.  We  would  also  observe  that  whenever  au 
Officer  is  on  Duty  under  a  general  or  special  Direction  of  the 
Lieutenant  or  Sub-Lieutenant  he  becomes  liable  in  our  Judgement 
to  a  military  Inquiry,  we  mention  this  as  we  have  authorized  Lieu- 
tenants &  in  some  Instances  Sub-Lieutenants  to  call  forth  Militia 
on  Emergencies. 

We  have  no  Objection  to  Capt.  Heller's  resuming  his  Commission. 
Col.  Raup's  Resignation  was  not  communicated  to  us  before,  you 
will  in  this  Case  direct  a  new  Election  as  we  cannot  tell  from  your 
Letter  whether  you  have  Commissions  or  not. 

We  are  always  glad  that  Gentlemen  in  office  would  apply  for 
Direction  in  Case  of  Difficulty  rather  than  hazard  measures  which 
may  involve  them  &  us  in  Embarassments. 

I  am  Sir 

your  S*. 

August  10th,  1781. 
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Pbs8.  BflflD  TO  Col.  Wm.  Scott,  1781. 

Sir, 

Tour  Letters  of  the  28th  Ult  &  8th  lost  *  have  both  been  duly 
received.  The  Couooil  are  extremely  well  satisfied  with  your  Man- 
agement respectiDg  the  Prisoners,  but  wonder  much  that  yon  should 
be  called  upon  for  the  Articles  of  the  Quarter  Masters  Department 
which  we  do  not  conceive  it  incumbent  on  us  to  provide — &  if  it  was 
it  is  entirely  out  of  our  Power.  We  presume  the  Paper  Money  has 
little  or  no  Circulation  with  you,  &  we  have  not  yet  had  any  hard 
Money  Taxes  to  supply  the  Treasury  with  Money  of  another  Kind. 
We  thiuk  it  [proper  that  you  should  inform  Col.  Wood  that  the 
Supply  of  the  Quarter  Masters  Departm'  does  not  lay  with  the  State, 
nor  have  we  in  any  Instance  undertaken  it.  It  therefore  will  be 
necessary  to  make  Application  for  this  Supply  thro  some  Continen- 
tal Chanuell,  as  even  in  this  Place  we  furnish  nothing  of  this  Nature, 
but  the  whole  is  under  the  immediate  Direction  &  Supply  of  the  I> 
Q'  Master. 

~  We  have  taken  great  Pains  to  discover  the  Arms  your  Officers 
left  here  last  Year,  but  without  Effect,  there  must  have  been  great 
Neglect  in  the  Officers  in  delivering  them  without  a  proper  Receipt. 
We  have  directed  50  Stand  to  be  sent,  that  being  a  great  Proportion 
of  the  Arms  in  Hand.  We  learn  that  there  is  both  Powder  &  Lead 
at  York  Town  under  the  Care  of  the  Treasurer,  we  have  sent  an 
Order  to  deliver  it  to  jou,  as  from  the  Time  &  Manner  of  its  being 
left  it  must  unquestionably  be  the  Property  of  the  State — You  wiU 
therefore  pass  your  Receipt  for  it. 

The  Measures  taken  for  the  Security  of  the  Prisoners  seem  verj 
judicious,  but  we  apprehend  if  any  Attempt  had  been  meditated  it 
would  have  been  made  at  once  before  there  was  Time  for  Prepara- 
tion— so  that  it  is  to  be  presumed  all  Danger  is  over  for  the  present. 

With  Respect  to  Pistols  &  Swords  we  have  nothing  of  this  Nature, 
nor  are  they  to  be  purchased  if  wo  were  supplied  with  Money  for 
the  purpose.  We  would  also  remark  that  by  the  Militia  Law  each 
Dragoon  to  be  entitled  to  Exemption  from  Militia  Duty  was  to  equip 
himself.  The  Light  Horse  of  this  City  &  County  &  of  Chester  have 
equipped  themselves  agreeably  to  the  Law. 

As  there  is  no  Probability  of  the  Prisoners  being  suddenly  removed 
we  must  request  you  to  make  such  Arrangements  of  Militia  &  Attest 
the  Fines  as  will  keep  that  Service  in  a  suitable  Train  &  prevent 
future  Embarrassments. 

I  am  Sir,  with  due  Esteem, 

your  Obed.  HbbL  SerT.« 

J.  a. 

Indoned,     Aug.  11, 1781. 
Directed,    Col.  Wm.  Scott,  York  Town. 
*  See  page  841. 
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OoL.  Adam  HoBLvr  to  Pbss.  Sesd,  1781. 

Lftiiouteri  AngOBt  12th|  1781. 
Sir, 

Tonr  &yoiir  of  tlie  6tli  instant  (jjf  Expron)  oame  safe  to  htnd 
list  eTening. 

After  taking  every  precaution  fbr  remonng  the  stores  and  seonr- 
ing  the  Prisoners^  &c.y  at  this  place,  in  case  of  a  forward  movemenl 
of  the  Enemy  as  was  expected,  and  ordering  four  Batallions  of 
Militia  to  hold  themselves  in  readiness  to  march  on  the  shortest 
notice.  I  (beinff  greatly  disappointed  by  a  number  of  People,  whom 
I  expected  would  turn  out  volunteers  for  the  purpose  of  collecting 
intelligence  of  the  opperations  of  the  Enemy)  with  Colo.  RosSi  ott 
the  8Ui,  went  to  Charles-town  and  places  Adjacent,  to  inform  onr- 
tArm  of  their  movements. 

I  now  beg  leave  to  communicate  to  your  Excellency  such  intelU- 

Ssnce,  which  I  collected  from  the  most  intelligent  people  of  that 
ountry. 

It  appears  the  fleet,  with  about  1200  (some  say  2000)  troops,  on 
the  6th  instant,  seemingly  stood  np  the  Chesapeak,  making  a  half 
Circle,  round  a  place  call'd  the  Horse-shoe, — Wind  &  Tide  being 
QU&vourable,  oblidg*d  them  to  put  into  the  Western  shore  at  the 
mouth  of  York  River,  near  Hampton  Road.  Here  they  continued 
lor  some  small  time,  and  then  took  a  position  so  as  to  moove  either 
pu  the  Bay,  Potomack,  or  Rapahanock,  as  circumstances  would  admit 

It  appears  rather  difficult  to  make  any  thing  of  their  present 
movements. — Conjectures  are  various,  some  are  of  oppinion  their 
Object  is  Baltimore,  some,  they  mean  to  push  up  one  of  those  rivers, 
to  «Ustres8  the  Country ;  others  they  mean  to  make  a  rappid  moove 
sp  tjie  Bay  and  attempt  a  rescue  of  their  Prisoners  at  York  &  this 
place,  but  the  more  general  oppinion  is  (whioh  to  me  seems  to  oarrv 
some  degree  of  probability)  they  are  prepar'd  for  an  immediate  pusn 
to  New  York  should  that  place  be  invaded,  as  is  expected. 

However,  our  situation  here  is  such  as  to  admit  of  a  surprize,  if 
not  the  greatest  precaution  is  taken,  and  therefore  we  ought  to  be 
prepared  at  all  times. 

On  the  11th,  after  having  settled,  for  the  purpose  of  conveying 
intelligence  from  Charlestown,  a  chain  of  Communication,*!  re- 
tamed  to  this  place,  and  shall  now  wait  your  farther  orders. 

I  cannot  but  Confoss  I  was  exceedingly  distress'd  on  receiving 
your  letter— Our  want  of  Arms,  &o.,  is  trqly:  »larming,-*and  the 
militia  here  knowing  their  situatUn  in  that  particular,  seem  abso- 
Intely  coolj^the  Cry  is  give  us  Arms,  and  we  will  readily  do  oar 
duty,  but  without  them  nothing  can  bo  expected  or  done  from  us, 
oar  safety  must  depend  (in  our  situatioa)  on  our  flight. 

I  moat  beg  your  Bxoellency  will  press  the  forwarding  of  those 
whioh  are  prepared  for  this  place.    No  time  should  be  lost.    Our 
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dilution  is  not  the  most  desirablei — ^the  Enemyi  should  they  incline 
this  way,  mnst  eany  their  point,  as  onr  opposition  oouU  be  bnt 
fidnt,  owing  to  the  want  of  Arms,  &c. 

I  think  it  wonld  not  be  amiss,  (consideriDg  onr  present  sitnation) 
if  a  few  pieces  of  Artillery  were  stationed  here,  they  would  answer 
Tariims  good  purposes,  amongst  others,  that  of  perfecting  the  Be- 
eruits  of  late  Proctor's  Regiment,  stationed  here,  in  Exercise 
I  am  sincerely,  your  Ezoellenoy's 

most  ob*  &;  very  humble  serrS 

AD-  HUBLBY,  J.  U  I>  O. 

I  must  beg  your  Excellency's  attention  to  my  last 

JHreetedj 

(On  public  senrice.) 

His  Ezcellenoy,  Joseph  Beed,  Esquire,  President  of  Penn*, 
Philadelphia. 


Abch'd  McClban  to  Prbs.  Bbed,  1781. 

York  Town,  August  13%  1781- 
M^  it  please  your  Excellency, 

On  my  Return  home  from  Philadelphia,  which  was  on  the  Monday 
after  I  had  the  Pleasure  of  last  Oonyersing  with  you,  I  had  an 
opportunity  of  writing  to  my  Brother  Alexander  at  Bed  Stone  and 
took  the  Liberty  of  informing  him  of  your  Excellency's  having 
received  a  Letter  from  the  Governor  of  Virginia  and  the  Propoeale 
therein  Contained,  &  also  of  your  Excellency's  Acquiescence  there- 
with, &  Proposal  of  appointing  him  (Alexander,)  on  the  part  of  this 
State  to  assist  in  running  a  temporary  Line. 

Also  I  found  that  a  Letter  had  been  received  by  Mras.  M* 
Lean  from  Alexander  whilst  I  was  at  Phihtdelphia  directed  to  me, 
and  which  as  a  great  part  thereof  contains  Matters  which  deeply 
concerns  the  State,  and  as  the  account  given  thereof  by  him  I  have 
full  Confidence  may  be  relied  od,  I  have  used  the  Liberty  to  inclose 
that  part  thereof  to  your  Excellency  for  your  Information ;  The 
whole  being  lengthy  and  the  other  parts  respecting  some  matters 
between  the  Surveyor  Oeneral  and  him,  I  have  therefore  cojAed  ao 
much  of  Page  8  as  finished  the  Paragraph,  and  the  account  of  the 
Situation  of  the  Country. 

I  have  received  no  Letter  fr<nn  him  since,  but  hath  certain  ao- 
eounts  from  an  Inhabitant  of  those  Parts  who  left  my  Brother^a 
House  about  Ten  Days  ago.  That  Alexander  is  drafted  to  go  on  an 
Expedition  to  the  westwacd  with  General  Chirk  and  that  he  was 
actually  gone  to  Fort  Pitt  on  the  Day  before  the  Person  left  Home 
who  informed  me. 
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This  I  woald  suppose  is  id  ComeoneDce  ef  tbe  Basnlt  of  Ae 
Huioth'»Towik  Gommittee  u  it  is  Galled  in  my  Brother^e  Letteri 
sod  I  am  well  aaaored  he  moat  have  went  with  great  Reluctance  oil 
anj  Virginia  Ezpeditioni  nnleae  there  are  Orders  from  your  Bzeel- 
lenoy  and  tbe  Honourable  Board  for  that  Purpose. 

I  the  rather  mention  this  Circumstance,  That  should  your  Ezoel- 
lency  and  the  Honourable  Board,  appoint  him  to  assist  in  Runninff 
the  Tempory  line  you  may  be  informed  whither  he  is  gone,  and  I 
am  fiurther  assured  That  as  I  had  informed  him  of  your  Excellency's 
Intentions,  he  would  not  at  this  Time  hsTe  set  out  on  a  Virginia 
Affur  were  it  not  That  he  must  have  apprehended  danger  from  the 
Arbitrary  Measures  pursued  by  the  Virginians  or  those  who  Call 
themselves  so  in  that  Quarter. 

If  there  are  Orders  from  this  State  for  the  Draft  I  shall  then  b« 
satisfied ;  If  not  I  would  pray  your  Ezoellenoy  and  your  Honourable 
Board  That  if  possible  a  speedy  stop  may  be  put  to  such  Proceedings 
and  that  if  he  is  drafted  by  Virginia  as  a  Citizen  of  that  State,  he 
be  recalled  in  some  effectual  way. 

When  your  Ezoellency  shall  have  satisfied  yourself  and  the  Hon- 
ourable BotLvd  with  readiug  the  parts  of  the  Letter,  be  pleased  to 
pardon  me  in  requesting  your  Ezoellenoy  to  baud  it  over  to  the 
Surveyor  General,  to  whom  I  have  sent  the  other  part  and  hatU 
requested  him  to  return  the  Whole  thereof  unto  me. 
I  am, 

May  it  please  your  Ezoellenoy, 

your  Ezcellenoy's  obliged  and 

most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

ARCH*.  MoCLEAN. 
Directed, 

On  public  Service. 

His  Ezoellenoy,  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  President,  &c*.,  Phila- 
delphia. 

P.  S.  At  the  Foot  of  the  part  of  the  Paragraph  which  I  Copied 
I  mentioned  the  Distance  that  my  Brother  liveth  from  the  South 
and  West  Bounds  of  this  State,  in  Order  to  shew  your  Ezoellency 
how  far  the  State  of  Virginia  Eztend  their  Depredations  within  this 
Bute. 


MOVS.   HOLKER  AWD  Db  BaRRAS  TO ,  1781. 

Philadelphia,  Aug.  14th,  1781. 
OenilemeQ  t 

I  have  th«  honor  to  communicate  to  you  an  eztract  of  a  letter  I 
havoreeeivad  from  Mons'de  Barras commanding  the  French  squadron 
at  New  Port  by  which  you  will  perceive  how  desirous  he  is  tnat  the 
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moBt  effioacicms  measares  may  be  immediately  taken  for  eeisiog  atid 
detaining  all  French  seamen  serving  on  board  oontinental  ships  of 
war^  Privateers,  or  merchantmen,  as  well  as  all  those  remaining  in 
Philadelphia  or  its  neighbourhood ,  that  they  may  be  ready  for  the 
first  opportunity  that  shall  offer  of  employing  them  on  board  the 
king's  ships. 

I  earnestly  request  you  Gentlemen  to  inform  me  whether  yo« 
can  give  me  any,  and  what  assistance  in  this  business  and  that  yea 
will  honor  me  with  your  advice  thereon.  Agreeing  to  defray  myself 
all  charges  that  may  be  incurred  on  this  occasion. 

signed^  HOLKER. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mons''  De  Barras  commandiDg  the  French 
fleet  to  Mons'r  Holker  Consul  of  France. 

Newport,  July  28th,  1781. 
<<  I  think  it  necessary  to  inform  you  that  it  would  eontribnto 
vastly  to  the  good  of  the  King's  service  if  from  this  date  to  the  last 
of  the  month  of  August  next  you  caused  to  be  shipped  all  French 
sailors  that  may  be  at  Philad*.  I  presume  that  in  the  course  of  thia 
month  I  may  be  able  to  send  some  vessels  into  the  river  Delaware 
which  might  receive  on  board  such  sailors  and  bring  them  to  this 
squadron  which  is  very  much  in  want  of  them.  It'  on  the  other 
hand  we  cannot  secure  all  sailors  navigatiuff  on  these  seas  the  King 
must  of  necessity  lay  by  his  fleet  The  Merchants  of  the  state  of 
Massachusetts  have  determined  among  themselves  to  forbid  all 
captains  sailing  in  their  employ  whether  in  privateers  or  merchant- 
men to  receive  on  board  any  French  sailors^  they  have  even  gone 
farther  and  ordered  that  they  be  stopped  and  brought  to  the  French 
fleet.  It  were  to  be  wished  that  the  merchants  of  Fensylvania 
would  do  as  much,  for  even  if  such  a  resolution  did  not  procure  us 
many  Seamen  it  would  have  a  tendency  to  prevent  their  desertion 
by  informing  them  that  no  employ  would  be  given  but  on  the  con- 
trary that  they  should  be  sent  iMick  to  the  fleet. 

•      signed^  Ds  BARRA8. 


C.  Hays  and  Thomas  Scott  ro  Pres.  Rbbd,  1781. 

Westmoreland,  August  ISth,  17&1. 
May  it  please  your  Excellency  and  honors, 

AgieeaUe  to  the  desire  of  connoil,  expressed  in  your  letter  of  the 
28d  of  July  last,  and  upon  full  consideration  of  the  oirovowtlneai 
attending^  and  ooooiquencea  like  to  flow  from  the  hnsiaeMi  we  Boaii- 
nate  Edward  Oook,  Esq'i  For  Lieutenant  of  the  eoonty  of  Weat- 
morehind. 
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'  We  do  QOl  ezpeet  Ism  thta  a  cU'moiir,  perhaps  some  petlitions 
on  thb  Bubjeot :  bat  a  eoDsidenUion  of  daty  to  ooancil  and  out 
eonntiy,  with  ub,  &r  ezeeeda  those  trifelsi  and  for  onr  oomforl,  wa 
are  oonTinoed  saeh  clamoors,  Ac,  will  only  have  the  ooantinanee  of 
BQoh  as  have  been  profiters  by  public  defanlfe,  and  those  who  theyi 
by  mere  dint  of  Dekaotioni  may  be  able^  for  a  time,  to  delade  into 
their  measures. 

We  doubt  not  some  Ck>mplaints  may  reaeh  Council  of  this  gentle* 
man  and  some  others  in  trust  under  the  state  in  this  country,  being 
great  enemies  to  General  Clark's  expedition, — this  is  not  the  fact, 
the  truth  of  the  matter  is,  the  (General's  Expedition  has  been  wished 
well,  and  vohtntiers  to  that  service  have  been  Incouraged,  by  all 
With  whom  we  corispond ;  but  we  have  heartily  reprobated  the 
General's  Standing  over  these  two  counties  with  srmed  force,  in 
order  to  dragoon  the  Inhabitants  into  obedience  to  a  draft  under  the 
laws  of  Virginia,  or  rather  under  the  arbitrary  orders  of  the  officers 
Of  that  Gx)vernment,  without  any  orders  from  Virginia  for  that  pur* 
pose,  and  this  is  realy  the  part  the  General  hath  acted,  or  rather  the 
use  which  has  been  made  of  him  in  this  country. 

Mr.  McClean's  Instructions  are  come  to  hand,  and  we  hope  a  short 
time  will  put  an  End  to  this  unhapy  dispute. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be, 

your  Excellencies  and  honours 

most  obedient  and  very, 

bumble  servants, 

CHRIST'  HAYS, 
THOMAS  SCOTT. 

JOireeUd, 

His  Excellency,  Joseph  Heed,  Esquire,  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Inhabitakts  07  Washington,  to  P^s.  Reed,  1781. 

August  15th,  1781. 
Hon»»«  Shr, 

Parr  from  Prejudice  and  Party  Faction,  disengaged  at  Present  in 
the  following  Narrative,  willing  to  see  Justice,  without  favour  or  affec- 
tion Distributed,  give  us  Leave  to  trouble  your  Hon'  With  a  detail 
of  measures  at  present  adopted  for  Magistrates  in  this  Quarter, 
(«« Washington  County.") 

At  a  Time  when  many  People  in  this  County  look'd  on  Them- 
selves bound  by  their  oath  of  Fidelity  to  the  Sute  of  Virginia,  untill 
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the  Line  between  the  States  ehoald  be  actoallj  ran,  or  some  other 
Lawful  Jadicial  Ph)ceediDg8  should  be  taken  to  relieve  them  from 
SQoh  Sldellitjy  At  a  Time  when  Oen*  Clark  had  an  Expedition 
Oarryinff  on  for  the  salvation  of  this  Country,  and  when  the  Lieu^ 
Gol*  had  advertised  Batallion  Elections  should  be  Postpon'd  untill 
the  Line  between  the  States  should  be  actually  run.  Notwithstand'  all 
these  obstractions,  an  Election  for  Justices  was  held  on  the  day  Qen^ 
Olark  order'd  his  Bcndesvous,  &;  that  by  a  Verry  few,  Electing  men 
hn  Inadequate  to  the  Task,  men  who  have  ever  Lived  in  obseurity. 
These  being  undeniable  facts,  We  bog  your  Hon'  will  Postpone  tho 
Commissioning  all  such  men  untill  a  fair  and  Candid  Representation 
can  be  made — and  that  to  prevent  such  Fraudulent  mal  Practioea, 
Fair  &  Impartial  Elections  may  be  held.  Whereof  IhMick  Notice 
shall  be  given,  being  well  Convinced  many  People  in  this  Countj 
never  heaird  of  the  Election  untill  the  day  after  it  was  Past.  We 
further  assure  your  Hon'  Thu$  Privately  have  men  of  Abillity, 
Fortune  &  Character  been  deprived  of  an  opportunity  to  serve  their 
Country,  and  men  Elected  who  had  no  reason  to  Expect  such  office. 
We  therefore  in  order  to  give  grace  to  Proceedings  that  may  oome 
from  this  Court  &  Harmonize  the  People,  beg  no  ComissF  may  Issue 
nntill  our  Council  &  Representatives  can  be  heard  on  the  Oocasion. 
We  further  beg  Leave  to  Pray  y  Hon'  In  case  you  find  it  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  administration  of  Jusdce  to  Commission  some  few 
of  those  already  Elected,  of  those  Oive  us  Leave  to  give  our  opinion 
of  the  most  able  to  serve,  '<  to  wit,''  James  Edgar  Judge,  Dan'  Leet, 
Jn*"  Reid,  Jos.  Parkerson,  Jn"  Armstrong,  Abm.  Howell,  and  James 
Brice. 

Pardon  us  for  intruding  on  your  Honour's  Patience — being  moved 
with  Indignation  at  Party  Factions  gives  us  tho  greatest  reason  to 
Expect  your  Honour  will  grant  the  Indulgence,  With  Leave  to  Say 
we  remain 

your  Hon" 

Most  Obdt.  Hble.  Serv«% 

Van  Swearinoen, 
John  Canon, 

lllOHARD  TCATES, 

Isaac  Israel, 
James  AllisoNi 
B.  Johnston, 
John  M'Dowell, 
G«  W.  HARmcKi 
Thos.  Crook, 
DiiiAS  LnnMLTi 
Gso.  Mtrrs. 
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James  Wood  to  Pbes.  Reed,  1781. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  Honor  of  InclosiDg  yonr  Excellency  a  List  of  tho 
Articles  of  Provisions  taken  by  my  Order  in  this  State,  under  the 
resolve  of  Congress  of  the  4th  of  June ;  give  me  leave  to  assure 
yoa  that  the  Powers  havo  not  been  Exercised  but  in  Cases  of  the 
most  absolute  Necessity.  I  find  very  Great  Inconvenience  from 
the  Changes  in  the  Militia  Officers  entrusted  with  the  Command  of 
the  Onards  over  the  Prisoners;  if  it  Can  be  Done  with  Propriety  I 
oonld  wish  to  have  Power  to  Continue  an  Officer  on  this  l5uty,  (I 
mean  only  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Guard)  when  I  find  him 
Properly  Qualified  for  it,  and  willing  to  remain  on  Duty.  I  have 
the  Honor  to  be  with  Great  Respecti  Sir, 

y  Excellency's 

Very  Ob*  Serv*, 

JAMES  WOOD. 

Beading,  16th  August^  1781. 
JHrechdf 

PuUto  Service. 

His  Excellency;  President  Eced,  Philadelphia. 


Pres.  Reed  to  Col..  Miles,  1781. 

Aug.  17, 1781. 
Sir, 

The  Council  having  been  frequently  applied  to  for  Payment  of 
Waggons  drawn  out  for  the  Use  of  the  United  States  on  Kequistions 
of  Congress,  it  has  become  a  Subject  of  much  Consideration  what 
can  &  ought  to  be  done  for  the  llelief  of  Individuals  who  havo 
suffered  so  heavily  by  the  Service  they  have  rendered  the  Publick — 
Considering  the  great  Proportion  of  Waggons  which  this  State  has 
€ver  furnished,  &  from  particular  Circumstances  must  furnish  on 
Emergencies,  &  the  constant  Practice  of  the  Quarter  Masters  De- 

fartment  without  a  single  Exception  to  pay  these  Demands  in  the  first 
ostance,  we  cannot  think  of  varying  from  it  &  mingling  this  with  the 
Mass  of  unpaid  or  unaccounted  Services  of  this  State.  But  as  wo 
suppose  a  Want  of  Money  to  be  your  priocipal  Difficulty,  we  havo 
a^eed  to  advance  you  a  Sum  on  this  Account  if  you  can  obtain  a 
Warrant  of  Congress  on  us.  This  will  keep  the  Business  in  its 
proper  Channel,  satisfy  Individuals  k  carry  the  Sum  into  a  proper 
Account.  If  it  cannot  be  done  we  apprehend  that  the  United  States 
will  in  future  find  Difficulty  in  procuring  Waggons,  &  as  this  Service 
£il!s  so  peculiarly  on  this  State  we  cannot  doubt  you  will  exert  your- 
aelf  to  put  it  on  as  favourable  a  Footing  for  its  Inhabitants  as  you 
can. 

I  am,  Sir.  &c. 
Vol.  IX.— 16 
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Col.  Wm.  Coats,  kc.j  to  Pres.  Rsed,  1781. 

To  His  Ezoellcnoy,  Joseph  Reed,  Esq'. 

Sir, 

Aereablo  to  your  Orders  from  Oonncill  dated  July  12tb,*  wo  bave 
oall'd  on  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Troop  of  Light  ITorse  of  the  County 
of  Ph]lad%  to  produce  to  us  their  accounts  and  Vouchers  of  their 
Expenditures  when  out  on  the  last  touer  of  Duty,  and  agreable  to 
notiss  given  we  bad  a  full  meeting,  when  it  appeaPd  that  part  of  the 
Troop  that  had  dono  equal  duty  with  the  others,  had  kept  no  account 
and  had  no  Vouchers  to  produce,  not  expecting  to  receive  any  com- 
pensation, sixteen  of  the  Troop  produced  Vouchers,  from  which  we 
where  under  the  Necessity  of  Averaging  a  price  to  be  allowed  to 
each  man  when  on  Command  by  detachment  and  where  no  Provision 
had  been  maid  for  their  support,  and  after  mature  Consideration 
have  agreed  that  each  Person  be  allowed  for  two  meals  ^  day,  one 
gill  of  Hum,  twelve  quarts  of  Oats  and  Hay  at  night  for  his  Horse, 
the  sum  of  Six  shillings  specie  the  account  of  the  number  of  Days 
that  each  person  soarv'd  with  the  amount  of  what  appears  to  us 
should  be  paid  him  accompanies  this^  which  we  beg  leave  to  lay  be- 
fore Council,  we  have  the  Honour  to  remain  your  Excellencies  and 
the  Councils  most  Obedient  Humble  Servants, 

W-.  COATS,  Lieutenant  C.  P. 
GEOBGE  SMITH,  Sub.  Lieut.  C.  P. 
W-  DEAN,  Sub.  lieut.  C.  P. 

Pbilad*  County,  Abington,  August  18  th,  1781. 
Directed, 

To  His  Exoellency,  Joseph  Beed,  Esq',  President  of  the  Slate  of 
Pennsylvania. 


Gen.  Anthony  Wayne  to  Pres  Beed,  1781. 

Hanover,  18th  Augt.  1781. 
Dear  Sir, 

After  being  near  the  Roanoak  we  have  Betomed  here  to  meet 
Lord  Cornwallis,  who  threatens  every  Devastation  that  fire  ft  flword 
can  produce,  from  ft  after  the  21th  Instant,  we  have  onee  saved 
Virginia  ft  may  do  it  again,  however  I  sinoerely  wish  she  may  not 
have  occasion  for  our  services. 

*  See  page  272. 
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Toa  may  probably  hear  something  ooneeming  a  qiMintitj  of 
GloathiDg  which  we  aaved  near  the  Apponiatiok  from  Col.  IWUcMl 
by  a  forced  marehedi  the  articles  were  173  pair  shoes  Eleven  ftig 
of  BootSy  &  twenty  pieoes  of  Ozrabrigs. 

A  premature  Complaint  was  lodg^  with  the  Marquis  Lafayetip 
on  the  OccatioD,  it  was  too  inadequate  to  supply  our  wantSi  i 
Delicacy  prevented  me  from  Discriminating  between  the  Troops 
under  my  Command  untill  there  were  proper  orders  for  it,  &  I  am 
very  happy  that  no  part  was  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  Pennsa. 
Line  nor  will  not  however  great  their  Distress. 

I  shall  esteem  it  as  a  particular  favour  should  you  hear  any- 
thing of  this  matter  to  put  the  Gentlemen  right  on  the  occation. 

Dootr.  Kemp  who  carries  this  waits  whilst  I  write.  Our.  wounded 
Officer  &  Soldiers  are  much  obligated  to  him  &  Doctr.  Wilson  for 
their  oare  and  attention. 

At  the  pressing  solicitation  of  the  Officers  I  have  permitted 
them  to  remove  to  Pennsa.  wounded  as  they  are,  I  hope  they  may 
not  receive  a  wrong  impression  of  the  State  at  largo  from  the  Con- 
duct of  Individuals,  for  the  Gentlemen  really  possess  hospitality, 
altho'  they  were  so  unfortunate  as  to  meet  with  people  of  a  Con- 
trary Disposition. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  much  Esteem  your  Excellency. 

most  obdt.  &  very  Hum.  Scrvt.^ 
ANTY.  WAYNit. 

His  Excelly.  Govt.  Seed. 


Abchibald  McClean  to  Pbes.  Reed,  1781. 

Hay  it  please  your  Excellency, 

Some  Time  past  I  suggested  the  Importanoe  of  taking  and  peip^ 
toaUng  the  Testimony  of  Michael  Danner  an  aged  and  the  only 
material  living  Witness,  effectually  to  sccurcilp  the  Sute  th(S  (En- 
tity of  upwards  of  one  hundred  acres  of  the  Common  and  Town 
Lands  to  the  South  of  this  Town,  against  the  ohtim  of  George 
Stevenson  lately  set  up  to  the  same.  The  pretended  Right  of 
Stevenson  was  purchased  from  this  Danner  a  few  years  ago.  Dan- 
ner is  above  Eighty  years  of  age,  and  his  Frailty  fast  increaaing; 
and  if  your  Excellency  &  the  Uonble.  Board  shall  approve  of  and 
direct  the  Measure,  (as  we  shall  have  sn  adjourned  Court  of  Com* 
men  Pleas  on  the  28th  Instant,)  Col.  Hartly  will  then  in  Behalf  of 
the  State,  File  the  necessary  Bill,  &  obtain  a  Rule  of  the  Conrt^  ft 
iMoe  Summons  to  Mr.  Stevenson,  agreeable  to  Chancery  Practice, 
ft  have  the  Testimony  taken  and  filed  in  Pcrpctuam  Rci  Memoriami 
agreeable  to  the  Constitutioni  against  the  October  Term. 
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I  should  not  trouble  jour  Excellency  bo  much  about  this  Matter^ 
were  it  not  that  I  Know  the  Importance  of  this  Witness  in  the  Case 
above  mentioned,  and  if  it  shall  meet  with  your  Ezcellenoy's  appro- 
bation, your  directions  may  be  forwarded  against  the  Twenty-Eighth 
Instant  on  which  Col  Hartly  will  immediatly  most  chearhilly  pro- 
oeed. 

I  am  may  it  please  your  EzcoUenoy. 
Your  Excellency's  most 

Obedient  humble  Servant, 

ARCHD.  McCLEAN. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  President  &c.,  Philadelphia 
Favoured  by  Mr.  Hahn. 


Col.  Adam  Hublet  to  Prbs.  Rbed,  1781. 

Lancaster,  August  19th;  1781. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  isceipt  of  your  favour  of  the 
11th  instant.'^  I  have  agreeable  to  the  resolution  of  Council,  therein 
contained,  ordered  a  relief  of  militia.  ^ 

I  am  happy  my  conduct,  with  respect  to  Capt.  Rotfong  is  ap- 
proved. Inclosed  I  transmit  the  proceedings  of  a  regimcntiil  Court 
martial,  held  agreeable  to  Law  in  time  for  your  Excellencys  peru- 
sal, and  further  orders  thereupon. 

I  have  inquired  into  Mr.  Kotfongs  former  character,  it  appears 
to  have  always  stood  in  a  fair  light,  untill  some  time  since,  when  be 
took  a  religious  turn  &  join'd  a  sect  here  commonly  known  by  the 
name  of  new-methodists,  consisting  chiefly  of  Menonists  who  are 
almost  to  a  man  disaffected,  Those  people  it  seems  have  had  addreaa 
to  ehange  his  sentiments. 

As  he  appears  to  me  a  simple  fellow  I  have  taken  the  liberty  (if 
consistent)  to  recommend  him  to  your  Excellency  for  a  remittance 
(the  whole  I  would  not  wish)  of  some  part  of  his  sentence. 

It  is  not  with  small  astonishment  only  that  I  observ'd  soma 
designing  or  ignorant  persons  have  obarg'd  me  before  Council,  with 
partialitT  in  continuing  longer  on  Command,  than  his  tour,  «i 
off  cer  of  the  town. 

OoQiicil  I  beg  will  give  ne  leave  to  aaj,  ihat  the  charge  fa  totelj 
fhlac  ft  without  the  least  fimndation,  and  that  nj  acoiiiertbaveael«d 
more  from  ignoimnoe,  spite  or  as  toola,  than  a  desire  of  adviiMiDg 
either  Justice  or  the  good  of  the  Pnblic 

*  See  page  861. 


PENNSYLVANIA  ABOHIVBS  1781.  881 


Hj  assertions  I  wish,  not  to  be  considered  as  meaning  a  jnsi 
oition  of  my  Gondnot,  or  a  desire  of  having  the  matter  drop'd, 


jnstifi. 
Mtion  of  my  Gondnot,  or  a  desire  of  having  the  matter  drop'd,  my 
sineere  wish  is  that  an  inquiry  by  Oonncil  on  my  Gondnot  should  be 
made,  and  if  the  eharge  against  me  is  supported  they  may  affix  a 
proper  mark  of  Censure  on  my  Conduct. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 
most  respeetfully  your  Ezeelleneys, 

most  obdt  &  very  h.  servt. 
ADM.  HUBLET,  J.  U.  L.  Cy. 
Toor  Excellency  will  receive  herewith,  Mr.  Smiths  Bond. 
(On  public  Service,) 
Directed 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  President  of  Penna.  Phila- 
delphia. 


CSRTIFICATB    IN  FaVOR  OF  PaUSSIAN  MbRGHANTS,  1781. 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esqr.,^  President  of  the  Bumreme 
Exeeut^e  Council  of  the  Commonw€^th  of  Pennsylvania.  To  all 
to  whom  these  presents  shall  come,  send  Greeting,  know  ye,  that  it 
having  been  represented  tons  that  certain  merchants,  subjects  of  His. 
Majesty  the  King  of  Prussia,  are  desirous  of  trading  with  the 
citiiens  of  Pennsylvania  by  means  of  Prussian  Ships  and  assurance 
of  protection  hath  been  requested  for  such  merchants  Shipe  and 
Mmchandiae  belonging  to  subjects  of  his  Prussian  majesty  as  shall 
arrive  in  the  ports  of  this  commonwealth.  We  have  thought  proper 
to  declare,  that  the  porta  of  this  Commonwealth  are  open  to  the 
Menhaifta  subjects  of  the  King  of  Prussia  their  Ships  a  merchan-' 
diie  paying  such  duties  &  Customs  as  are  or  shall  be  made  payable 
by  law,  and  protection  shall,  in  all  cases  within  our  power,  be 
extended  to  the  Merchants  &  Vessels  of  the  Said  nation,  and  such 
aid  ft  assistance  given  to  them  as  their  Circumstances  may  require. 


Prooksdinqs  of  a  General  Court  Martial,  1781. 

Held  at  Lancaster,  by  Order  of  Colonel  Adam  Hubley,  Lieut. 
Lancaster  County,  for  the  Trval  of  Captain  Joseph  Gehr,  of  the 
fourth  Class  of  the  third  Battalion,  Lancaster  County  Militia.  August 
«d,  1781. 
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Lieut  Colonel  James  Rosn^  President. 

MEMBEBS. 

Captain  Casper  Stoever,  Lieut.  Daniel  Newman, 

Captain  Samuel  Elliot,  Lieut.  John  Offner, 

Captain  Abraham  Scott,  Lieut.  Philip  Weitsel, 

Captain  John  Miller,  Lieut.  Daniel  Hollinger, 

Captain  David  Krouse,  Ensign  William  Smith, 

Lieutenant  Matthew  Hays,  Ensign  James  Miller. 
John  Ewing,  Judge  Advocate. 

The  Judge  Advocate  producing  the  Colonels  Order  for  the  Court 
to  serve,  whioh  being  Read,  was  as  follows, 

A  General  Court  Martial  will  assemble  to-morrow  M(Miiing,  at  11 
o'clock,  at  such  Place  as  the  President  shall  appoint,  for  the  Tryal 
of  Captain  Joseph  Gehr,  of  the  fourth  Class  of  the  third  Battalion, 
Lancaster  County  Militia,  now  in  the  actual  Service  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  at  Lancaster.  The  Prisoner' to  be  acquainted 
with,  and  prepared  for  Trial.  All  Evidences  to  be  notify'd  and 
appear  at  said  Time  &  place. 

The  Lieut,  of  the  County  will  furnish  the  Court  with  the  Charge 
against  the  Prisoner. 

Lieut.  Col.  James  Ross,  President,  Captains  Elliot,  Stoever,  Scott, 
Miller,  Erouse ;  Lieutenants  Hays,  Newman,  Offner,  Weitzel,  Hoi- 
Koffer;  Ensigns  Smith,  Miller,  appointed  Members. 

Captain  John  Ewing  is  appointed  to  Act  as  Judge  A^iroeate ; 
should  any  of  the  Members  be  wanting,  the  President  shall  Ordor 
mieh  as  he  shall  think  proper. 

ADAM  HUBLEY,  L«  Lan.  County. 

August  21st,  1781. 

The  President,  Members  and  Judge  Advocate  being  Sworn,  The 
Court  proceeded  to  the  Tryal  of  Captain  Joseph  Oehr  of  the  fourth 
CIa89,  third  Battalion,  Lancaster  County  Militia,  who  being  brouffht 
before  the  Court  the  following  Charges  wore  Exhibited  against  him. 

Sir, 

You  are  Charged  by  John  Hants  that  you,  on  the  Morning  of 
this  Day,  being  the  Time  appointed  on  which  the  fourth  class  of  the 
third  Battalion,  Lancaster  County  Militia,  under  your  Command, 
were  to  Commence  a  Tour  of  two  Months  Militia  Duty,  Did,  as 
having  fullv  served  his  said  Tour,  discharge  (with  an  Intent  to  Defraud 
the  Public,;  John  Wall,  a  lawful  Substitute,  ontered  by  said  Hanti,  of 
said  'Class,  and  accepted  of  by  me,  and  to  whom  it  appears  said 
Hanti  had  paid  a  considerable  Bounty,  as  a  Consideration  for  Senriog 
his  told  Tour. 

And  that  you  also  received  a  Bribe  of  Nine  Silver  Dollars  for 
JRIxecotIng  and  delivering  said  Discharge,  contrary  to  the  Laws  of 
thig  Suto  and  the  Dignity  of  an  Officer. 
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For  which  Charges  joa  are  hereby  Ordered  under  Arreat^  and 
abidb  the  determination  of  a  general  Court  Martial. 

ADAM  HUBLB7,  U  L.  Gouty. 
August  2l8t,  1781. 

To  Capt  Joseph  Gehr,  of  the  4*^  Ckss,  8'  Batt,  Lanoasi'  County 
Hilitia. 

Captain  Oehr  Pleads  Onilty. 

The  Conrt  are  Unanimonsly  of  opinion  that  the  said  Captain  Oehr 
be  Caahier'dy  and  that  the  Crime^  Name,  Place  of  abode  and  Pnnfab- 
Ment  of  the  Delinqaeot  be  published  in  the  Neiis-Pqiera  of  this 
State;  after  which  it  shall  be  Deemed  scandalous  for  any  Officer  to 
associate  with  him. 

JAMES  ROSS,  L.  Col*  8«  Batt.  L.  C.  M., 

President. 

Directed, 

For  His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Common 
Wealth  of  Pennsylvania. 


David  Eennbdt  to  Supreme  Executive  Council,  1781. 

To  the  Honourable,  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Mr.  Shubart  having  produced  to  me  an  Affidavit  made  by  him 
and  Frederick  Hailer*  before  John  Miller,  Esq.,  proving  that  they 
hadj  in  the  year  1777,  offered  £500,  the  purchase  Money,  for  two 
Lots  of  Ground,  for  the  Use  of  the  German  Lutheran  Congregation 
b  this  City,  to  Mr.  Peon,  That  he  refused  taking  it,  and  that  s'  M' 
Penn  had  agreed  to  let  them  keep  the  Money  one  Year  longer  with- 
out Interest. 

They  therefore  desire  that  one  Years  Interest  may  be  abated  in 
the  Settlement  &  payment  intended  to  be  made  to  the  ReC  Genl. 

I  shall  be  much  obliged  to  the  Honble  Council  for  their  Opinion 
k  Direction,  if  the  Agreement  above  mentioned  is  to  be  observed, 
and  a  Years  Interest  allowed,  and  if  I  shall  be  justify'd  in  making 
an  Older  to  the  Reo'  (jenl.  accordingly. 

DAVID  KENNEDY. 
1781,  Aag.  21st 

*  Bee  below ;  also  Col.  Ree.,  Vol.  XIII.,  p.  86 ;  the  interest  was  abated. 
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An  Expedilion  against  the  Sandoskiefl  is  in  Contemplation  and  I 
wish  to  promote  it,  but  what  can  bo  done  with  naked  &  starved  men 
unless  the  Country  will  afford  a  generous  supply,  yon  will  easily 
Determine. 

My  Enemies  here  endeayour  to  proorastiute  my  Trial  and  indeed 
erery  thine  is  in  confusion. 

I  nope  the  oontraot  adrertised  by  Mr.  Morris  is  closed  k  that  the 
Contractor  will  speedily  contribute  to  the  relief  of  these  Troops. 

I  haye  heard  nothing  of  the  Clothing  expected  from  Philad*,  I 
hope  they  are  forwarded  and  that  a  speedy  supply  of  Blankets,  Hats, 
Coats,  Jaokets,  Woolen  Oyeralls,  Socks  &  Shoes  will  be  furnished 
for  all  the  Troops  serving  here. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  great  Respect  &  esteem 

Dear  slr^  your  most  obed'  Serv^ 

DANIEL  BRODHEAD. 
Postscript, 

Please  to  communicate  these  Circumstances  to  Congl^as. 
Directed, 

His  Excelly  Jos.  Reed,  Esqr. 

RKSOLUTioisr  OP  Congress — Leaden  Spouts,  1781. 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled,  August  28,  1781. 

On  a  Report  of  the  Board  of  War  of  24«^  of  July,  1779. 
Resolved, 

That  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania  be  requested 
to  appoint  proper  persons  to  make  a  just  appraisement  of  the  Leaden 
spouts  taken  in  the  year  1777,  from  the  houses  of  sundry  inhabi- 
tants of  Philadelphia  by  order  of  Congress  for  the  use  of  the  United 
States  &  that  they  direct  the  appraisers  to  return  to  the  Board  of 
War  &  Ordnance  such  their  valuation  &  appraisment. 
Extract  from  the  minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Seo^.» 


Prbs.  Reed  to  Gen.  Anthony  Waynb,  1781. 

Sir, 

I  duly  received  your  Favour  of  the  8<*  &  16«*  Ult,t  &  am  much 
oUiged  to  von  for  the  Detail  of  Occurrences  of  the  Army  &  the  Con- 
dition of  the  Troops  under  vour  Command.  We  have  made  every 
possible  Exertion  of  Supply  for  the  Th)opflL  &  to  equip  the  Beeniits, 
amounting  to  abont  500|  so  that  Capt  Zeigler  ia  now  ip  PoaacwBon 

*  See  Col,  Bee.,  Vol.  Xill.,  p.  41,  48. 

t  Bee  p.  2*58. 
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of  a  eonsideTable  Quantity  of  Shirts,  OfBralls,  Shoes,  &c.,  which  he 
haa  orders  to  forward  aa  boob  as  possible.  It  has  been  a  Complaint 
too  general,  &  I  fear  too  jast,  that  when  the  Troops  haye  been  at  a 
Distanooi  they  have  been  neglected ;  but  yon  may  depend  npoa  it 
this  will  not  be  the  Case  with  you.  We  dftily  expect  to  know  from 
General  Washington  Ir  bet  her  the  Reemits  now  in  the  State  are  to 
march  Southward  or  to  his  own  Army.  It  would  be  most  oonvenient 
to  the  State  &  otherwise  beneficial,  that  all  the  Line  should  be 
together.  At  the  General's  Request,  we  have  attempted  to  raise  a 
Corps  of  Rifle  Hen,  to  consist  of  300 ;  we  tried  with  hard  Moneyi 
k  engaged  Six  of  the  retired  Captains  in  the  Service,  allowing  them 
10s.  Specie  ^  Day,  besides  Pay,  &c  But  it  has  proved  very  unsoc- 
oessfniy  as  we  have  not  got  2o  Men  after  two  Months'  Trial.  As 
I  rappose  your  other  Correspondents  furnish  yon  with  the  publick 
Intelligenee,  I  shall  not  trouble  you  with  a  Repetition.  The  two 
groat  Events  now  in  Expectancy,  &  of  which  we  seem  to  have  the 
fiiireat  Prospects,  are  the  Revival  of  publick  Credit,  Paper  Money 
appreciating  fast,  &  the  Arrival  of  a  French  Fleet  of  snperiour 
Strength  to  any  the  Enemy  can  send  after  them — as  Rodney  has 
gone  to  England  with  a  Part  of  his  Squadron.  Should  it  fortunately 
arrive  in  the  Chesapeake  before  Detachments  take  Place  for  Green's 
Army,  I  think  it  highly  probable  you  will  strike  a  capital  Stroke  on 
the  British  Forces  of  the  South,  whose  Laurels  are  already  much 
withered  by  Green's  Successes  in  Carolina.     I  am,  &c. 

P.  S. — Since  writing  the  above,  we  learn  that  M'  Scarle  is  on  the 
Point  of  leaving  Holland  about  the  1*^  May,  having  so  far  succeeded 
in  his  Mission  as  to  procure  military  Supplies  to  a  considerable 
Amount,  the  Benefits  of  which  will,  I  hope,  be  experienced  by  both 
Officers  &  Soldiers  early  in  the  Fall.  We  cannot  but  think  the 
Attention  shown  to  the  Troops  by  the  Authority  of  the  State,  &  the 
Buperionr  Appearance  they  have  &  will  hereafter  make  over  the 
Troops  of  the  other  States,  will  sooner  or  later  harmonize  the  com* 
ponent  Parts  of  the  Commonwealth,  &  strengthen  &  support  the 
common  Cause.  We  are  sorry  to  inform  jou,  that  Marquis  do 
Fayette,  laden  with  Cloathing  for  the  Army — the  last  ship  expected  on 
that  Account — was  taken  by  the  Fleet  bound  to  the  West  Indies. 

Gen.  Wayne, 
/iw/oww/,— August  25, 1781. 

Pbes.  Reed  to  Col.  Jambs  Mabshal,  1781. 

Sir, 

Yonr  Letter  of  the  8^  Aug^'*'  has  been  duly  received  &  laid  before 
the  Council,  who  are  well  satisfied  with  your  Endeavours  to  organise 
the  Militia  of  Washington  County,  the*  they  have  not  had  all  the 
SuDoeas  to  be  wished.  As  General  Clark's  Proceedings  have  been 
the  Occasion  of  so  much  Dissatisfaction  in  the  Country, &  \t  \a  ^g^^esa 
*  See  page  348. 
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ont  that  he  has  extraordinary  Coantenanoe  from  na,  we  think  it 
necessary  to  state  our  Sentiments  &  the  Faots  respecting  his  Com- 
mand. We  were  informed  early  last  Spring,  that  a  Plan  of  an 
Expedition  nnder  Gen.  Clark  against  the  Western  Indiana  was 
approyed  hy  Gen.  Washington.  Our  Opinion  of  the  Gentleman, 
from  hia  former  Suocesses  £  acknowledged  Abilities,  as  well  u  oar 
Belief  that  his  Expedition  would  be  beneficial  to  bur  Frontier,  led 
ua  to  give  it  onr  Countenance  so  far  as  to  write  to  the  Gentlemen 
of  Westmoreland  Connty,  with  a  View  that  it  should  be  communicated 
to  youy  that  it  was  our  Wish  that  Gen.  Clark  might  be  assisted  ao 
far  as  to  encourage  Volunteers  to  go  with  him,  ft  to  supply  him  with 
Pjroviaions  if  he  shonld  have  Occasion  to  apply  for  them,  he  paying 
their  Value.  We  also  wrote  to  General  Clark  himself,*  a  Copy 
whereof  is  inclosed,  by  which  you  will  see  the  Extent  of  the  Coun* 
tenanee  &  Support  he  has  derived  from  us.  But,  while  we  utterly 
disapprove  the  Irregularities  &  Hardships  whioh  have  been  exercised 
by  him  towards  the  Inhabitants ;  we  cannot  help  fearing  that  too 
many,  in  Consequence  of  the  unsettled  State  of  Boundaries,  avail 
themselves  of  a  Pretence  to  withhhold  their  Services  from  the  publiek 
at  a  Time  they  are  most  wanted,  &  when  an  Exertion  would 
not  only  serve  the  Country,  but  promote  their  own  Security.  We 
cannot  help  also  observing,  that  by  Letters  received  from  the  prin- 
cipal Gentlemen  in  Westmoreland,  it  seems  evident  they  approve  of 
Gen.  Clark's  Expedition,  &  that  the  Lieutenants  of  both  States 
united  in  the  Plan  of  raising  300  Men  for  that  Service ;  as  the  State 
of  publiek  Affairs  had  not  admitted  your  forming  the  Militia  aoffi- 
ciently  to  concur  in  these  Measures,  we  concluded  that  these  Reso- 
lutions would  also  include  your  County,  &  even  now  are  at  a  Loaa  to 
account  for  the  different  Opinions  entertained  on  the  Point  by  the 
People  of  Westmoreland  &,  Washington  Counties.  Before  this  gets 
to  Hand,  you  will  have  received  the  Letters  informing  you  of  the 
Agreement  to  run  a  temporary  Line  untill  the  Season  will  pcrmifi 
the  Astronomical  Observations  to  be  made  to  ascertain  it  with  mora 
Accuracy.  Wo  hope  that  by  this  time  M'  McClean  is  actively 
engaged  in  the  Service,  &,  we  doubt  not,  he  will  receive  every 
Assbtance  therein  from  the  good  People  of  both  States. 

No  Complaint  whatever  has  been  made  against  you  to  us,  ft  you 
may  rest  assured,  that  as  we  shall  not  take  up  Prejudioea  haatily,80 
if  any  real  Cause  of  Dissatisfaction  is  suggested,  we  shall  give  you  a 
good  Opp^  of  stating  your  Conduct  before  any  Steps  are  taken  to  your 
Disadvantsffc.  We  send  you  by  this  Opp^  the  Commissions  requested^ 
but  would  have  you  make  a  Return  to  us  of  the  Names  of  all  the 
Oflicen  to  whom  Oommiasiona  ahall  be  given.  We  lomctfane  ago 
■ent  up  to  Weatmoreland,  to  the  Can  of  Col.  Hayes,  onr  MambM*, 
a  considerable  Quantity  cf  Ammunition,  part  of  which  was  dcdgncd 
fat  Toor  County.  On  applying  to  that  GBntlemaiiy  you  will  racciTt 
farther  Satisfaction  on  thia  Point 

*  Seepp.28,187, 189,  801. 
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We  bave  nothing  fiirther  to  add,  than  our  Keqaest  Uial  joa  wiH 
prooMdi  as  toon  as  GinmniBtaneea  will  admit,  to  eompleatiDg  the 
Militia,  &  to  promote  by  every  Means  in  your  Power,  a  Spirit  of  Har* 
■MNiy  ft  good  Agreement.  In  the  line  of  your  Duty  ft  Attaehment 
to  the  Stat^  you  may  depend  upon  all  neeessary  ft  proper  Suppeii 
from  na.  ^ 

I  am.  Sir,  fto. 

CoL  James  Marshal,  Lieat.  of  Washington  County. 

Indaned, 
August  25, 1781. 


HoK.  Chbistopheb  Hats  to  Pbes.  Rbbd,  1781. 

Westmoreland,  August  y  25%  1781. 
ffir, 

Tours  of  the  Sixteenth  of  May  and  Twenty  third  of  July*  with 
the  Different  Laws  and  Newspapers  Game  to  Hand. 

It  is  with  the  utmost  Conoem  I  am  Obliged  to  Inform  your 
Ezeellen^  that  the  Distresses  of  the  Frontiers  are  Truly  Alarming 
and  the  Inhabitance  is  Dayly  Destroyed  in  the  Different  Parts  o? 
thisGnntry. 

There  has  been  Divers  Meetings  for  Devising  the  best  mode  for 

the  Protection  of  this  Cuntry  &  there  has  been  a  Majority  of  a  small 

Number  of  Men  at  Said  Meetings  who  Fell  on  a  Plan  of  Joyniog 

General  Clark  with  a  Number  of  Troops  From  this  Cuntry  as  Has 

Been  Represented  to  you  which  I  by  no  Means  Could  Consent  or 

Agree  to  and  yet  has  Been  Forced  by  Colonel  Locbry  Contrary  to 

the  will  and  Pleasure  of  the  Major  Part  of  the  Inhabitance  of  this 

County  and  to  the  Oreat  Disadvantage  of  the  Distressed  Frontiers 

and  for  the  Benefit  of  the  State  of  Virginia  Alone — As  has  since 

General  CUrks  Departure  been  Made  known  to  me  by  Colonel 

Gibson  and  several  Other  Virginia  Officers  Which  obligeth  Colonel 

Daniel  Broadhrad  with  the  Assistance  of  the  Melitia  of  this  and 

Washington  County  to  Garrv  on  a  Campain  by  the  Fifth  of  Next 

Month  Against  the  same  Towns  that  General  Clark  ft  Colonel 

Ixx)hry  Purposed  to  go  to  Fifty  Eight  Good  Men  Belonging  to 

Captain- Stockleys  and  Captain  Sharers  Companies  in  a  Manner 

Kaked  Besides  a  Number  of  Voluntiers  From  thb  County  Has  Been 

Sent  with  General  Ckrk  for  the  ProUotion  of  the  FronUers  of  Vir- 

f^nuk  as  Aforesaid.     ^ 

I  Would  Have  had  Represented  all  Matters  in  a  Clear  Light  to 
>oa  Concerning  this  A&ir  Before  General  Clarks  Departure  from 
Washington  County,  Could  I  Have  Had  the  Benefit  of  the  Last 
Express  that  Has  been  Sent  to  you  from  this  County  which  Perhaps 
Alight  have  altered  the  whole  of  the  Above  Mentioned  ProceediTk^^ 

#;9sep.  141. 
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But  Oontrary  to  all  Promises  it  was  sent  unknowii  to  me  after 
HaveiDg  all  in  Readjness  to  send  to  your  Excellencj  coneeriung  the 
same. 

I  would  Recommend  William  Cooper  as  Ensigne  of  Cap^  Tbomaa 
Btockleys  Company  as  He  has  Nearly  Raised  his  Quota  of  Men  and 
the  Company  has  been  thirty  Eight  Rank  &  file  when  it  was  aent 
to  General  Clark. 

I  Think  it  would  not  be  any  thing  amiss  to  Send  Cloathing  for  a 
Full  Company  as  I  Expect  the  said  Company  Will  in  a  Short  time 
be  Compleatcd  and  Cloathing  has  been  Promised  them  this  Fall  at 
the  time  of  their  Enlistment. 

If  you  should  think  Propper  to  send  Clothing  for  the  Troops  I 
would  Recommend  them  to  the  Care  of  the  Bearer  William  Cooper 
who  beted  a6  Ensigne  in  Cap*  Tho*  Stockleys  Company  Since  the 
Twenty  Eighth  Day  of  April  Last. 

Present  my  Com  ply  men  ts  to  the  Members  of  Council  and  Except 
the  same  from  him  who  is  with  Great  Esteem, 
Your  Excellencys 

Most  Obedient  Humble  Servant^ 

CHRISTOPHER  HAYS. 
Directed, 

His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 

^  Favour  of 
Ensigne  Cooper. 


Prbs.  of  Coxgress  to  Pres.  Reed,  1781. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  you  an  Act  of  Congress  of  the  28^ 
Instant,*  which  I  trust  will  be  pleasing  to  the  parties  concerned.  A 
multitude  of  other  business  of  more  importance  has  delayed  this  aet 
of  Justice  rather  too  long,  but  if  the  owners  of  the  leaden  spooti 
taken  for  the  public  use  are  paid  tbe  full  value  of  them  even  at  this 
time,  I  would  hope  they  will  excuse  the  omission  hitherto. 
I  am  Sir, 

with  the  utmost  regard 

Tour  Excellency's  most  obedient 
humble  Servant, 

THO.  M'JPIAN,  Presidentt 
Philadelphia, 
August  25, 1781. 
DiredMf 
HiB  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Bsqnire. 

*  See  paae  860. 

t  See  Col.  Yol.  Ree.,  XIIT.,  p.  41. 
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I   ■ 

Sxo't  Matlaok  to  Major  MoGonnbll,  1781. 

8ir, 

The  Coancil  request  yoa  will  please  to  master  snoh  men  as  shall 
be  brcmght  for  that  parpose  by  Major  Parr,  agreable  to  the  endosed 
reoraiting  instractioDs  and  make  return  of  them  to  the  Gouneil. 
I  am,  Sir, 

Your  very  hamble  Servant, 

T.  M.,  Seo'y. 
Philad*,  Ang»  27«,  1781. 
JDwtcted^ 

To  Major  McConnell. 


Pres.  Bebd  to  Archibald  McClban,  1781. 

Yonr  Favours  of  the  13th  &  18th  Inst.'*'  oame  safely  to  Hand. 
In  the  Multiplicity  of  other  Business  the  Time  has  escaped  us  for 
taking  Michael  Danncr's  Testimony  by  the  28th ;  but  that  no  far- 
ther Time  may  be  Iqst  we  enclose  a  Resolve  of  Counoilf  empowering 
Col.  Hartley  to  proceed  in  the  Business.  We  have  been  less  con- 
cerned on  this  Occasion  as  we  find  there  are  some  Doubts  raised 
among  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Law  as  to  the  Mode  of  perpetuating 
Evidence  under  the  Constitution,  but  as  there  is  to  be  a  Process  of 
this  Nature  in  the  next  Supreme  Court,  we  suppose  all  Terms  will 
,  be  fully  settled,  &  when  the  Supreme  Court  sits  in  the  County 
there  will  be  an  Opps^  to  have  the  Business  finished  so  as  to  prevent 
any  Cavils  or  farther  Objections.  It  is  a  sort  of  Chancery  Procesa 
which  is  entirely  new  in  this  State,  k  not  much  practised  in  any 
other,  so  that  it  will  be  necessary  that  whatever  is  done  should  be 
effectual  not  only  in  the  present  Case  but  as  a  Precedent  in  others. 

I  communicated  to  the  Council  your  Brother^s  Letter,  k  after- 
wards delivered  it  to  the  Surveyor  Oenl.  The  account  he  gives  of 
the  Proceedings  in  the  new  County  is  confirmed  by  other  Advieesi 
ft  we  are  sorry  to  find  so  unhappy  a  spirit  prevailing.  We  have 
wrote  fully  to  Mr.  Soott  &  Col.  Marshall  on  the  Subject,  k  hope 
that  by  the  Time  this  reaches  you  these  Irregularities  have  ceased. 
Oenl.  Clark  had  no  other  authority  from  this  State  than  to 
take  such  Volunteers  as  might  ofier,  k  to  purchase  Provisions. 
At  the  same  Time  we  must  observe  that  at  a  Genl.  Meeting 
of  the  principal  Inhabitants  both  of  Virginia  &  Pennsjiy.,  the 
Sxpedition  appeared  so  beneficial  to  the  latter  that  [the  Lieuten- 
ants of  both  joined  to  promote  it,  &  agreed  that  300  Men  should 
bo  furnished.  We  apprehend  that  Parties  have  taken  too  deep 
Booty  and  that  thero  are  too  many  who  avail  themselves  of  the  Dia- 

*  See  pages  352  and  859. 
fSe0CoL  Ree,,  Vol.  XIH.,  p.  44. 
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pate  of  BoaDdarj  &  withhold  their  Service  from  the  Pabliek — % 
bisposltioii  which  oaght  to  have  no  GoanteiiaQoe  whatever.  Effeo- 
loaf  Steps  will  bo  taken  with  Respect  to  your  Brother ;  indeed  we 
cannot  suppose  thaj  will  pretend  to  detain  him  when  they  see  the 
Conmisaion  we  have  sent  him. 

.   We  are  moch  obliged  to  you  for  yonr  Bemarka  &  Obaerralioiii  to 
which  we  ahall  allwayB  pay  a  dae  Begard. 
I  am  Sir, 

with  much  Esteem, 

Your  Obed.  Hb'Ue  aer. 
J.  E. 
Direetedf 

Archd.  HcOleani  Esq. 
Indorsedf 
Angost  27th,  1781. 


Mosrs.  Osier,  Frenoh  V.  C,  to  Prss.  Rkkd,  1781. 

Philadelphie  le  27  Aoiil  1781. 
Monsieur  I 
Hr.  le  Comte  de  Barras,  Commandant  la  flotte  du  Bov  k  Newport^ 
dMrant  que  tons  les  Matelots  et  autres  gens  de  Mer  Jmngais,  qoi 
peuvent  Itre  dans  Philadelphie  et  ses  environs,  soient  utt^Ub  et 
gard^j  usque  dans  les  derniers  jours  de  Septembre  proehain,  je  me 
propose  en  cons^uence  sous  votre  bon  plaisir,  Monsieur,  d'en  fiijre 
bire  la  recherche;  mais  comme  pour  y  parvenir,  il  sera  ntosaaire 
d'avoir  une  garde  de  4  on  6  hommes  arm^  J'ai  I'honnenr  en 
rabaenoe  de  Mr.  Holksr,  de  suplier  Vdtre  Excellence,  d'avoir  la 
bont^  de  m'acoorder  la  permission  de  faire  prendre  cette  garde,  k  la 
Tokmt^  des  conn^bles  qui  seront  employ^  k  cette  recherche. 

La  demande  de  Mr.  le  C**.  de  Barras,  alant  pour  but  la  inita 
d'an  service  int^ressant,  j'esp^re  que  Vdtre  Excellence  tronvera  bon 
da  d^erer  k  ma  suplioation. '  Les  recherches  de  nuity  commenceront 
•a  Boir,  si  Tordre  desir^  pent  ^tre  exp^^ 
Je  snis  avee  autant  d'attachement  que  de  reapeot^ 
Monsieur, 

Yotre  trte  humble  et  trig 
obfi«aBt  serviUmv 
OSTEB.* 
Son  Excellence  Honnenr  le  Prudent  Bud. 

*  See  CoL  EeQ.«  Vol.  XIXI.,  p.  68. 
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Pees.  Beed  to  Briq.  Gen.  Irvinb,  1781. 

I  reeeiTed  yoar  Favour  of  the  9  Inst**  ^  Mr.  Blaine  who  rehmiad 
before  I  had  Time  to  prepare  an  Answer.  The  Moyements  of  the 
British  Army  having  relieved  us  from 'Apprehension  for  the  Frit- 
oners  we  have  in  Gonoert  with  Qen.  S<  Clair  been  endeavouring  to 
arrange  &  couip  the  Troops  now  in  the  State  which  we  compute  at 
500.  Capt  Zeigler  has  accordingly  received  very  sufficient  Supplies 
for  that  Nnm&r  oonsbting  of  Shirts,  Shoes,  Overalls,  Hats  & 
Hunting  Shirts,  blue  Cloth  not  being  procurable  at  any  Bate  or  Prioe. 
I  have  also  the  satisfaction  to  inform  you  that  Capt.  Mason  trom 
Amsterdam  acquaints  us  that  Mr.  Searle  has  succeeded  in  that  Part 
of  hit  Mission  which  relates  to  Military  Stores,  that  he  was  shipping 
them  early  in  the  Summer  on  Board  a  ship  of  most  respectable 
Force  so  that  they  may  be  hourly  expected.  Gapt.  Mason  having 
been  taken  &  his  Letters  destroyed  we  have  no  piartioulars  but  are 
much  flattered  by  the  Prospects  he  pves  us. 

As  soon  as  I  received  vour  Letter  due  Inquiry  was  made  with 
Bespect  to  the  Supply  of  tne  Post  at  York  &  it  appears  that  Col. 
Blaine  &  his  Brother  had  taken  that  Contract  that  the  Brother  had 
expected  Instruetions  &  Money  from  Philad.  which  not  receiving 
he  came  down  here,  but  his  Brother  &Mr.  Morris  were  all  at  Camp, 
However  I  endeavoured  to  bring  him  back  as  fast  as  possible  &  hope 
thai  by  this  Time  the  Matter  is  in  a  more  favourable  Train. 

Yea  have  judged  very  properly  with  Bespect  to  the  Nature  of 
Hr.  Morris's  Engagements  on  Ace*  of  the  State.  But  should  any 
like  Bmbarassment  arise  or  any  Deficiency  of  Provisions  be  appre- 
hended, it  will  undoubtedly  be  proper  to  address  him  either  in  the 
fint  Instance  or  thro'  the  Medium  of  the  Board  of  War. 

There  seems  at  present  a  Prospect  of  a  considerable  Part  of  our 
Army  going  to  the  Southward,  Gen.  Washington  has  ordered  all 
our  Beeruits  thither  which  is  a  pleasing  Circumstance  as  the  Division 
of  the  Line  is  very  inconvenient  on  many  Accounts, 

I  am  Sir,  with  much  Esteem 

your  obed.  Hb'ble  Ser. 

J.  B. 

J>ireeiedf 

Brig.  Gen.  Irvine,  Carlisle. 
Jndonedf 

August  27tb,  1781. 

*  Bee  page  845. 
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Pbes.  Reed  to  Thomas  Scott,  1781. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  Favour  of  the  [31 7*]  Ult.  has  been  duly  received,  &  by  this 
Opp'y  you  will  receive  the  several  Commissions  requested  in  Addi- 
tion to  that  already  sent  you.  We  also  send  the  Commission  of  the 
Peace  for  the  County,  &  are  extremely  sorry  that  we  could  not  con- 
sistent with  the  Act  of  Assembly  insert  Mr.  Stevenson's  &  Mr. 
Parker^s  Name,  but  by  referring  to  both  the  Acta  of  Assennbly 
which  direct  the  Appointment  of  Justices,  you  will  see  that  we  are 
limited  to  two  for  each  Township,  saving  the  District  of  the  Coantj 
Town.  We  are  also  of  Opinion  that  the  Return  for  Fallow-field  la 
too  incorrect  to  admit  of  an  v  Appointment,  8c  have  therefore  retoroed 
h ;  we  cannot  distinguish  between  the  Ends  of  that  Townahip,  as  it 
is  an  entire  Thing;  if  too  large  it  ought  to  be  divided  or  the 
Number  of  Magistrates  increased  by  pursuing  a  Mode  directed  by  a 
late  Act  of  Assembly.  A  new  Election  wHl  give  the  Pdopb  an 
Opp'y  of  appointing  Mr.  Stevenson  if  they  think  proper,  ft  the 
Powers  of  the  Council  are  sufficiently  ample  to  place  him  at  the 
Head  of  the  Bench  agreeable  to  the  general  Desire  ft  Opinion.  We 
have  sent  a  Dedimus  Potestatem  to  administer  the  Oaths,  ft  we 
hope  that  great  Care  will  be  taken  at  the  Election  that  no  Person 
be  admitt^  to  vote  who  does  not  take  the  Oath  of  Citizenship  pre- 
sented by  the  State.  We  regret  as  much  as  any  of  the  Inhabitants 
of  the  County  can  do  the  Delay  of  running  the  Line,  but  the  Season 
was  too  far  advanced  before  we  got  the  Answer  from  Virginia  to 
admit  of  the  astronomical  Observations  which  are  necefnary  for  an 
exact  &  accurate  Performance  of  this  important  Post  The  Month 
of  May  is  agreed  by  our  Men  of  Science  to  be  the  only  proper 
Period,  &  there  are  divers  Instruments  necessary,  which  it  will  take 
some  Time  to  prepare.  However  being  sensible  of  the  Importance 
ft  Necessity  of  some  Boundary,  as  soon  as  wo  found  it  impraetioable 
to  execute  the  Business  this  Spring  we  proposed  to  the  State  of 
Virginia  a  temporary  Line,  extending  Mason  &  Dixons  to  the  Ohio, 
or  23  Miles — they  accepted  the  latter,  k  about  a  Month  ago  we  sent 
off  a  Commission  to  Alex**  M'CIcan,  Esq'',  appointing  him  our  Agent 
for  this  Purpose.  We  hope  that  by  this  Time  he  has  engaged  in 
the  Service,  as  we  learn  from  Col.  Marshal  that  the  Gov.  of  Vir- 
ginia had  appointed  their  Agent.  I  have  been  thus  particular 
as  well  to  obviate  any  Mistakes  on  this  Subject  as  to  show  you  how 
anxious  we  have  been  to  run  the  Line,  &  that  the  Delays  have  been 
unavoidable.  We  received  the  inclosed  Letter  from  Mr.  Braoken- 
ridge,  which  holds  forth  some  Ideas  verv  different  from  the  real 
State  of  this  Business  so  far  as  respects  this  Business,  ft  we  hope  be 
is  equally  mistaken  in  the  Sonco  or  Intentions  of  the  Inhabitante  of 
that  Country  to  add  to  the  publick  Calamity  or  thdif  own  Dbtress 

*  See  Page  824. 
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by  Glums  &  Pretensions  which  however  they  may  serve  the  Views 
of  some  designing  Men,  tend  to  injure  the  pobliok  Tianqnillity  & 
sow  the  Seeds  of  Disoord. 

With  Respect  to  Oenl.  Clark's  Proceedings  we  can  only  say  thai 
1m  has  no  Authority  from  ns  to  draught  Militia,  mnoh  less  to  ezer- 
dia  those  Acts  [off]  Distress  which  yon  have  hinted  at  &  which  other 
bftlers  more  particularly  enumerate.  His  Expedition  appears  to 
vs.  favourable  for  the  Frontiers,  as  carrying  Hostilities  into  the 
Indian  Country  rather  than  restinff  totally  on  the  defensive.  We 
find  the  Gentlemen  of  Westmorland  however  differing  in  other 
nUngs  to  have  agreed  in  Opinion  that  his  Ezprnlition  dewrved  En* 
ooBiagement,  we  therefore  wrote  to  him  that  he  had  our  good 
Wishes  &  that  we  should  recommend  it  to  our  Inhabitants  to  assist 
kim  by  turning  out  Volunteers  &  supplying  him^with  Provisions  at 
Market  Prices  but  we  could  not  incur  any  Expense  in  the  present 
«hausted  State  of  the  Treasury.  If  you  have  an  Opp'y  of  seeing 
OoL  Hirshal  he  will  show  you  a  Copy  of  our  Letter  to  Geo.  Clar£ 
▲t  the  same  Time  we  oannot  help  expressing  our  Fears  that  too 
naiiy  excuse  themselves  under  Pretence  of  unsettled  Boundary^ 
wamiB  deny  any  Duty  &  seek  to  transfer  it  entirely  to  those  who  are 
i^ng  &  active.  After  the  general  Concurrence  of  the  Lieutenants 
cf  Westmoreland  in  the  Exj^ition  &  agreeing  to  raise  800  Men, 
«•  ihould  have  been  glad  to  have  heard  that  the  County  of  Wash- 
iwton  had  assisted  in  a  Measure  which  seems  to  us  to  have  been 
eaumlated  for  their  own  Safety  in  particular  as  well  as  the  Publiok 
in  general. 

The  Indians  have  met  with  a  severe  Stroke  to  the  Northward, 
having  lost  in  an  Ambuscade  60  or  70  with  all  their  Baggage,  &c.| 
which  has  given  great  Relief  to  our  Frontiers  on  Susquehanna  & 
Delaware,  &  as  their  Depredations  have  not  been  so  great  in  your 
Quarter  as  we  apprehended,  we  imagine  the  Expectation  of  Clark's 
Ibpedition  must  have  had  some  Effect  Our  publiok  Affairs  in 
general  wear  a  favourable  Aspect,  the  Paper  Money  is  appreciating 
— we  daily  expect  a  French  Fleet  on  our  Coast  to  operate  ag^  New 
Tork  or  Comwallis  in  Virginia.  We  have  Reason  to  think  Mr. 
Adams  will  soon  be  received  in  Holland  as  a  Minister  in  Form. 
Mr.  Searle  is  daily  expected,  having  as  we  are  informed  (by  a  Cap- 
tain of  a  Vessel  who  was  taken  k  threw  the  Letter  overboard) 
ioooeeded  in  that  Part  of  his  Mission  which  procured  us  military 
Stores  of  various  Kinds,  which  may  be  hourly  expected.  Gen. 
Washington  lays  about  30  Miles  from  New  York,  the  Arrival  of  the 
Brinforoements  of  Hessians  at  New  York  having  made  any  Attempt 
there  too  hazardous. 

hdro$edj 
im,  August  27th^  To  Thomas  Soott;  Esq',  Washington  County. 


876  PENNSYLVANIA  AECHIVE8  1781. 

Pbbs.  Rbbd  to  Hon.  Robert  Morris^  1781. 

Sir, 

'  We  duly  received  &  ac^DowIed|^  tbe  Commnnication  made  to  us 
in  your  Favour  of  the  23'  Inst.  We  have  not  been  without  A|ypre- 
henrion  that  the  Nature  &  Extent  of  your  Engagements  would  make 
aome  speedy  Assistance'  ^m  the  State  convenient  if  not  indisponaa- 
bly  necessary,  we  have  not  therefore  ceased  urging  the  Gommiaaioii- 
ers  qf  the  Taxes  to  proceed  with  all  possible  Dispatch,  expecting 
firom  their  Exertions  not  only  a  Supply  for  the  Treasury  but  an 
immediate  effect  on  the  Credit  of  the  Paper.  Should  our  Hopes  in 
the  latter  Point  be  realized  we  trust  that  with  the  Powers  you  pos- 
Bess  over  the  Treasury  &  the  Advances  that  may  be  made  you  will  be 
enabled  to  proceed  in  your  proposed  Plan.  Since  we  wrote  you  hat 
we  have  the  Satisfaction  to  learn  that  there  is  great  BeasoD  to 
believe  M'  Scarle  has  succeeded  in  a  Part  of  his  Mission,  via :  the 
Procurement  of  Military  Stores  &  other  Articles  which  will  rdievo 
our  Treasury  from  some  present  heavy  Expenditures  &  of  course  ena- 
ble it  to  give  you  more  ample  &  solid  Support.  The  Letter  having 
been  thrown  over  board  in  Consequence  of  Capture  we  have  no  frr- 
ther  Particulars  than  from  Captain  Mason's  vernal  Account  who  «lso 
adds  that  Cap*  Oillam  in  a  Vessel  of  respectable  Force  was  taking 
in  the  Stores  on  Account  of  the  State  &  to  sail  in  such  a  lime  as  to 
give  us  Reason  to  expect  them  daily. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  much  Respect 

Your  Obed.  Hbble  Serv., 
Directed, — Hon.  R.  Morris,  Esq.,  Superinted*,  &o. 


Seo'y  Matlace  to  John  Hart,  1781. 

PhUad*,  28*S  Aug»,  1781. 

bearer  Cap*  A.  G.  Claypoole  of  the  third  Pens^  Reff*, 
^d  to  receive  the  recruits  of  Bucks  County,  is  ordered  by 
}en>  Sinclair  now  to  attend  to  that  duty  at  Newtown,  and  aa  thore 
is  no  Post  in  that  neighborhood  at  which  he  can  draw  rations,  the 
Council  order  me  to  request  you  will  |>lea8e  to  procure  board  at 
some  private  house-keepers  while  he  continues  on  that  duty,  at 
the  most  reasonable  rate  at  which  the  same  can  be  obtained.  The 
Council  have  adopted  this  mode  of  providing  for  Cap^  Claypoole 
from  the  absolute  necessity  of  the  case  &  to  avoid  the  preoeJent  of 
subsistence  money,  and  they  confide  in  your  prudence  and  diseratioa 
in  making  the  necessary  provision  at  a  reasonable  rate. 

I  am,  Aa, 

T.  M.,  Secy 
Directed^— To  John  Hart,  Esq%  Bucks  Co. 
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P&ES.  Beed  to  Col.  Wm.  Coats,  1781. 

Sir, 

AVe  duly  received  jonr  Application  in  Behalf  of  the  7  Months 
Hen.  We  are  very  sensible  of  the  Difficultios  the  Lientenonts  k 
Sub  lieutenants  have  had  but  when  it  is  considorcd  that  the  Pay  of 
those  Men  was  not  engaged  to  them  by  the  State,  that  they  consi- 
dered it  as  of  little  or  no  Value  &  therefore  received  a  large  Bounty 
we  really  think  there  is  little  Foundation  for  their  Complaints. 
Nor  is  there  any  Beason  for  supposing  the  Lieutenants  were  to  pay 
them  because  they  entered  them  into  the  Service.  They  were  Conti- 
mmtal  Soldiers  to  all  Intents  &  Purposes  &  tiie  Soldiers  who  are 
BOW  in  the  Service  have  not  yet  received  their  Pay  for  those  very 
tf onths  which  these  Men  served.  The  Congress  has  not  even 
requested  the  State  to  pay  them  so  that  should  it  be  done  the  whole 
Sxpeace  would  fall  on  the  State  tho  their  Service  was  Continental. 
Whenever  Pay  is  drawn  for  that  period  of  Service  it  will  be  on  the 
Pay  Bolls  of  the  Begimcnt  as  they  then  stood  in  which  these  Men 
will  bo  included,  and  we  will  take  Care  that  they  shall  have  publick 
Nocioe  when  &  where  to  apply.  UntUl  that  Time  wo  are  of  Opinion 
they  must^ait  b  that  as  they  are  in  no  worse  a  Predicament  than 
the  other  Soldiers  now  in  Service  they  cannot  have  great  Beason  to 
eemplsin. 

Jam  Sir. 
Direeiedf 

Col.  Coats,  lieutenant. 


Pbbs.  Bbed  to  Col.  Robert  Levers,  1781. 

Sir, 

We  duly  received  your  Letter  of  the  23'  Inst    The  mode  of 
procuring  Provisions  for  the  Militia  we  fear  will  be  a  Source  of 

Seat  Diwsontcnt  to  the  other  Counties  who  pay  hard  money  Taxes 
ould  they  find  that  tho  County  of  Northampton  has  paid  their 
Taxes  in  Produce,  especially  at  a  higher  Bate  than  the  current 
market  Prices  &  from  the  Prices  stated  in  a  former  Letter  we  have 
Beason  to  apprehehend  this  would  be  attempted. 

Wo  have  also  found  Certificates  so  liable  to  abuses  that  we  cannot 
think  of  opening  the  Door  a  second  Time.  But  that  we  may  do 
every  Thing  in  our  Power  for  the  Belief  of  the  Frontiers  we  have 
sent  Ton  an  Order  signed  by  Mr.  Bittenhouse  on  the  Treasury  for 
£100  payable  out  of  the  first  money  received  for  Taxes.  This  we 
think  must  shew  clearly  our  favourable  as  well  as  punctual  Attention 
to  the  Distresses  of  the  exposed  Parts  of  your  Frontiers;  And  if  it 
does  not  prove  sufficient  to  draw  Supplies  from  the  County  &  tVi^ 
Militia  break  up,  we  think  the  Consequences  must  be  im^ule^  Vo 
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the  Coanty  itself.  Upon  this  Order  we  hope  you  will  he  ahle  to 
obtain  Credit  &  then  with  it  discharge  the  Debt  which  may  be 
contracted. 

Yonr  Observation  with  Kespect  to  temporary  Guards  of  Militia 
18  Tcry  just,  the  Practice  tends  to  great  Inequality  of  Duty  ft  leayes 
Room  for  Partiality,  we  therefore  entirely  approve  your  Plan  of 
hiring  men  for  those  small  Services  &  charing  it  in  your  Account 
We  are  also,  much  pleased  with  the  Attention  shewn  by  Col.  BalKet  ft 
yourself  in  visiting  the  Posts  ft  insisting  upon  the  Officers  doing 
their  Duty.  The  Militia  can  be  of  no  Use  proportional  to  the 
Expense  if  the  Officers  take  the  Liberties  you  mention. 

With  Respect  to  the  Charges  of  holding  the  Court  Martial  we 
never  yet  had  any  similar  Demand  made  the  officers  having  always 
considered  it  as  a  Part  of  Duty,  but  as  this  may  be  an  extraordinary 
Case  we  think  the  reasonable  Expenses  of  the  Court  may  bo  properly 
pud  out  of  the  Militia  Funds.  The  Pay  of  the  Court  is  so  novel  a 
Demand  that  we  will  consider  farther  upon  it  ft  give  you  oar 
Opinion  in  the  next  Letter.  The  Witnesses  will  be  included  in  the 
Expences  of  the  Court  very  properly. 

The  calling  on  the  five  Companies  over  the  mountains  to  act  as 
Gnides  appears  to  us  to  be  a  useful  mode  of  employing  them  but  as 
we  do  not  know  for  what  Reason  it  was  disapproved  by  the  People 
we  cannot  give  any  positive  Opinion  on  this  Point :  But  should 
you  call  the  next  Class  before  you  hear  from  us  on  this  Subject  we 
would  have  you  pursue  the  mode  as  you  have  proposed  it. 

I  am  ftc 
Directed,    Col.  Rob.  Levers,  Lieut,  of  Northampton. 


Capt.  a.  6.  Claypoolb  to  Prbs.  Bbbd,  1781. 

Philad-,  August  28^1781. 
Sir, 

I  yesterday  received  General  S*  Clair's  Order  to  proceed  imme- 
diately on  my  Command  to  Newton  and  was  under  the  painfull 
Necessity  of  informing  him,  it  was  utterly  impossible  in  my  present 
Oircumstancos,  on  which  be  desired  I  would  again  apply  to  Council 
in  order  to  prevent  the  disagreeable  Consequence  which  must  follow 
a  Disobedience  of  Orders.  I  therefore  hope  your  Exoellencyy  on 
considering  the  peculiar  Circumstances  we  labour  under,  will  put  it 
in  my  Power  to  obviate  so  mortifying  an  Event. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

with  great  Respect 

Your  Ezcellene^s  nott 

Obedient  Servtnt. 
A.  O.  CLATPOOLB,  Capt-  8«  P.  S. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed;  Esqr.,  President  of  the  honoonblo 
Sapremo  Executive  Council. 
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CHBisTiAir  WiRTZ  TO  Prbs.  Kekd,  1781. 

Sir 

There  remains  a  Qaantitj  of  Flour,  Short  Forage,  and  a  few  Ton 
of  Hay  on  Hands,  The  Flour  and  Forage  are  in  Mills  in  the  Gountj 
and  in  danser  of  snoilinff  if  not  soon  made  use  of,  I  therefore  beg 
Council  will  give  their  Determination  what  method's  are  to  be  taken 
with  the  same  in  order  that  my  Acco't  with  the  State  may  be 
dooed  finally. 

lamS' 

y  most  obedient  &  Humble  Serv*, 

CHRISTIAN  WIRTZ,  late  C.  P.  L.  C. 
Philadelphia^  August  29"^,  IJ^Sl. 

Direetedj 

His  Bzeellenqy,  Joseph  Reed,  Esqr.,  President  of  the  State  ef 
Fennsylv*. 


GoL.  Dak.  Brodhbad  to  Paes.  Reed,  1781. 

Fort  Pitt,  Augt.  29th,  1781. 
Bear  Sir, 

Sinoe  my  last  ^except  what  I  lately  communicated^  to  Congres8| 
and  which  I  doubt  not  hath  been  shown  you)  only  one  man  hath 
been  killed  by  the  Indians. 

Mr.  Duncan  is  anxious  to  proceed  to  Philada.  &  settle  his  accts. 
with  the  States  but  as  it  is  not  known  when  a  Contractor  may  arrive 
to  fumiah  provisions  for  these  Troops,  his  exertion  having  been  con- 
aideraUe  I  cannot  see  how  he  can  be  sparred,  for  unless  a  sum  in 
qweie  adequate  to  our  wants  is  speedily  furnished,  and  some  other 
person  employed  to  purchase,^  his  absence  might  ruin  us  in  this 
district 

The  Marylanders  having  in  a  body  deserted  from  their  posts  on 
the  frontier  of  Westmoreland  County  and  marched  to  the  other  side 
of  the  Mountains^  I  have  reason  to  believe  the  remaining  CIocps 
will  soon  follow  their  example  unless  care  is  taken  to  have  theni 
properly  clothed  k  fed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  bOy 

with  perfect  respect, 
your  Excellencies  most  obed.  Scrvt. 
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Council  to  Thomas  Bradford,  1781. 

In  CouDoil;  Philadelphia,  August  29th,  1781. 
Sir, 

Being  disappointed  in  procuring  the  most  authentiok  intelli^enoe 
brought  by  the  flagg  from  Providence  in  order  to  transmit  it  to 
General  Washington,  I  find  myself  obliged  to  notice  the  general 
neglect  shown  to  the  authority  of  the  State  on  these  oocasions. 
Flags  come  and  so,  prisoners  arrive,  and  the  most  important  intel- 
ligence is  received  and  finds  a  currency  thro'  the  city,  whDe  persons 
in  publick  office,  and  to  whom  it  is  often  highly  important  nave  no 
communication  but  from  common  report.  You  must  be  sensible 
that  this  is  not  the  practice  of  any  other  state,  nor  of  any  Country 
in  time  of  War.  I  have  therefore  to  desire  that  you  would  in  future 
make  the  Communication  of  the  a^ival  of  flags  and  of  prisoners, 

{ublick  papers,  &c.  Tour  office  necessarily  implies  this  duty  and 
eannot  but  hope  that  after  this  notification  you  win  comply  with 
the  established  practice  of  other  States  and  Countries  on  like  < 
sions. 

I  am  Sir, 

Your  obedient  and  very  humble  Servant, 


David  Duncan  to  Pres.  Reed,  1781. 

Pittsburg,  August  30th,  1781. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  am  sorry  to  Inform  you  that  its  out  of  my  power  to  come  down 
as  soon  as  I  did  expect  to  settle  my  accounts,  I  have  been  oall'd  on 
by  Mr.  Morgan  to  come  down  hy  the  Twentieth  of  the  Month.  I 
should  have  sent  them  e'er  now,  but  a  few  days  after  I  was  call'd  on 
by  Mr.  Harris  to  come  down  by  the  fourth  of  Next  Month  to  make  a 
final  Settlement  of  my  accounts ;  and  at  the  same  time  I  was  informed 
there  was  to  be  Contractors  to  he  appointed  to  supply  the  Troops  on 
this  side  the  Mountains,  as  I  must  supply  the  Troops,  untill  the 
Contractors  takes  place  makes  it  altogether  out  of  my  power  to  leftTe 
this  place,  till'  he  or  they  got  at  supply,  and  when  that  is  done,  I 
will  soon  be  down  to  settle  my  accounts  finally  were  the  Distance 
less  I  would  not  think  hard  to  go  oftener,  even  before  I  be  able  to 
settle,  but  could  wish  to  make  ono  errand  for  all.  I  have  been  veij 
hard  set  to  furnish  the  Troops  with  provisions,  the  Beef  is  fletroo, 
but  not  that  alone,  but  no  paper  money  will  fim  on  this  Bide  the 
Mountain,  at  any  rate  at  all,  and  for  Floor  its  now  getting  soaioe  na 
the  Mills  have  been  Dry  the  most  of  the  Summer,  the  people  In 
General  will  not  sell  it  without  the  Hard  money,  and  that  in  nand; 
iMMonjoal  have  to  give  my  own  notes,  for  to  get  proviaiona  to 
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snpplj  tbe  Troops  nntill  the  Contractors  tako  place.  I  hope  that 
some  person  may  be  soon  sent  here  to  supply  the  Troops  by  Con- 
tract  or  otherwise  as  I  want  to  Come  down  and  make  a  final  settle- 
ment with  Council;  I  have  some  money  in  my  hands  yet,  bat 
cannot  think  of  Letting  it  go,  unless  I  get  the  Value  of  it.  I  mean ' 
to  discharge  some  small  debts  on  the  Frontiers  to  those  who  will 
accept  of  it,  but  those  are  few,  the  most  of  them  being  in  ezpecttf 
tion  of  Getting  Gold  and  Silver  at  a  future  day.  I  have  drawn  on 
yon  in  favour  of  Mr.  William  Wilson  for  Four  Hundred  &  forty 
seven  Pounds,  eleven  &  three  pence  in  Specie,  which  I  hope  vbu 
will  pay  in  Hard  Money  or  the  Ezcbange  of  it,  you  may  think  it  is 
dear  b^  Necessity  obliged  me  to  give  the  price  for  no  other  person 
would  Trust  the  public  at  that  time,  and  he  then  sold  them  at  a  Dis- 
advantage they  not  being  at  their  prime,  but  want  obliged  me  to 
take  them  as  they  were,  neither  did  I  do  it  of  myself,  but  was 
urged  to  it  by  the  Commander  of  this  place,  who  I  am  informed 
have  wrote  you  on  the  same  Matter,  no  one  Man  in  this  Side  the 
MmiQtains  besides  himself  had  so  Many  Cattle  to  dispose  of  and 
they  were  all  Delivered  here  without  any  ezpcoce  accrueing  to  the 
Public,  if  you  dont  pay  the  draught,  my  Credit  is  Ruined  and  I 
must  pay  it  myself  if  it  would  ruin  me  for  ever,  by  this  you  may 
see  how  far  it  will  serve  me,  and  the  Public  in  paying  this  Draught, 
and  preserving  both  our  Credits. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 
y*"  Excellencys  obedient  and  Most  Hbbl.  Scrvt. 
DAVD.  DUNCAN, 
Comissr.  W.  County. 

Public  Service. 
Directed, 

fiia  Excellency  Joseph  Reed  Esqr.,  Philadelphia. 

Honored  by  Mr.  Wilson. 


W.  Clarkb  and  W,  Antes  to  Prbs.  Reed,  1781. 

Sunbury,  Augt.  80, 1781. 
Sir, 

We  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Excellency's  Letter  of  the 
25th  of  Juno  last,*  with  the  Law  lately  passed  for  the  Supplies  of 
the.  Current  Year.  The  Execution  of  that  Law  has  been  the  subjeol 
of  our  most  Serious  deliberation.  Believe  us.  Sir,  it  is  with  the 
utmost  pain,  and  yet,  greatest  truth,  that  we  are  obliged  to  declare 
our  utter  inalnlity  to  Comply  with  the  Demands  of  that  Law.  W^ 
BOW  know  that  all  the  inhabitants  in  this  County  are  not  Equal  in 
numbers  to  those  of  some  Townships  in  the  interior  Countys.  Those 
who  have  property  sufficient  to  support  themselves  are  removed  and 
gone.    Shall  then  the  Quota  of  the  County  be  Levyei  q\x  xVlq 

*  See  page  226. 
Vol.  IX.^17 


882  PENNSYLVANIA  AECHIVES  1781. 

miserable  few  that  remain;  Their  whole  personal  propel 
removed  to  a  place  where  hard  Cash  could  be  had  for  it,  anc 
would  not  pa  J  the  tax.  The  old  returns  will  not  do,  as  a  B 
laj  a  Tax  on  Absentees.  The  improvements  are  grown  np, 
or  destrojedy  the  personal  property  removed  and  now  pajinff 
the  lower  Countjs.  As  to  the  men  for  the  Supply  of  the  £ 
Armj,  (if  those  already  inlisted  are  excepted)  they  are  not 
had  here  without  taking  the  heads  of  Familys,  and  those,  w 
know,  cannot  to  be  had,  as  no  money  whatever  would  indoos 
to  abandon  their  Familys  in  our  Situation.  We  Sincerely  n 
render  a  Ready  Obedience  to  all  Laws  of  the  State,  But  in  01 
cumstances,  it  intirely  puts  it  out  of  our  power.  Wc  beg  jq 
to  Consider  this  as  the  Language  of  Genuine  Truth,  Extorteo 
us  by  Distressing  Necessity.  And  that  we  are,  Sir,  with  the  1 
Bcspect, 

Y'  Excellency's  most  H'ble  &  Obed't  Servt% 

WALTER  CLARK,  1  p^ 

WM.  ANTES.  J^^""" 

Directedf 

(Public  Service.) 

His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  Pi*esident  of  St 
Pcnnsyl%  Philadelphia. 


Pres.  Rebd  to  Col.  James  Wood,  1781. 

Sir,        ' 
Your  Letter  of  the  16th  Inst.,  inclosing  a  Return  of  Provitto: 

Jressed  &c.,  came  safely  to  Hand.  We  have  no  Doubt  the  Power 
een  used  with  as  much  Tenderness  as  the  Case  admitted,  but  w< 
observe  that  it  involves  great  Dissatisfaction  &  Uneasiness,  even 
done  under  the  Authority  of  the  State,  &  much  more  under 
a  doubtful,  perhaps  an  improper  kind.  We  have  directed  Col. 
our  Commissioner,  to  settle  with  the  People  as  soon  as  po 
The  frequent  Change  of  Officers  on  the  Guard  we  can  easily  00 
to  bo  in  many  Respects,  inconvenient,  but  we  fear  it  is  an  S 
which  we  must  submit,  as  the  least.  Should  one  officer  oontix 
one  sett  of  Officers,  it  would  be  a  Source  of  great  Discontent  1 
the  Militisi  who  are  too  apt  to  suspect  Partiality,  &  in 
Instances,  rather  to  exaggerate  than  palliate  Deviations  fro 
Law,  however  benefioial  to  the  Service.  By  the  Spirit  of  on 
it  is  intended  to  draw  the  whole  Militia  into  service,  by  Rotati 
eueh  a  Manner  that  the  Bnrthen  may  not  only  hie  eqnaly  bi 
Offieert  k  Man  beoome  inatmpted  in  the  several  Parts  of  their 
Should  we,  therefore,  confine  ourselves  to  a  few,  this  last 


wqqU  be  neglected.  T<m  will  ako  be  pleased  to  obeerre  Miat  th* 
loooDvenieoee  ie  oonsttntlj  leeseniDgi  as  in  Time  there  will  be  on 
eyeij  Tear  of  Daly  some  who  will  1^  bo  well  acquainted  wiUi  it  an 
yety  much  to  leeeen  jonr  Troublci. 

Tour  good  Senae  &  Knowledge  of  Militia,  will,  we  are  pemaded. 
make  it  ^uite  aDoecessary  to  enumerate  the  Diffioaltisi  wUeh  attenn 
the  Serrioe,  &  how  necessarj  it  is  to  keep  them  in  as  good  Temper 
as  possible. 

I  am^  with  mnch  Esteem, 

Sif;  Tour  Obod.  &  very  H'bble  Ser«, 

J.  B. 

Jhdartedf 

Ang.  81/81. 
Direeledf 

Col.  James  Wood,  Superintending  officer  of  the  Prisoners  at 
Beading. 


SKSOLtrrioN  of  Congress — ^Mons.  Holeer — Consul  Gen- 
eral, 1781. 

The  United  States  in  Congress  assembled. 

Aug*  81-S  1781. 
Kesolved, 

That  upon  presendng  to  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled 
Ills  Commission  as  Consul  General  ot  France,  an  act  be  thereupon 
passed  recognising  him  in  his  proper  Character. 

That  upon  the  delivery  thereof,  the  Exequatur*  or  a  public  Not!-' 
lleation  of  the  Quality  of  shall  issue  from  the  supreme  exeo- 

atiye  power  without  fee  or  perquisite  of  office. 
Sesolyedy 

That  until  the  Batification  of  some  Convention  respecting  eonsular 
power  between  his  most  Christian  Majesty  and  the  United  StateSi 
the  same  Mode  of  Beoognition  be  observed. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Seer. 


Prss.  Rbeb  to  Robert  Morris,  1781. 

Sir. 

We  dulj  received  your  Favour  of  this  morning  &  should  be  glad 
to  fiicilitate  the  Business  of  the  Contractor  if  it  is  in  our  Power; 
But  npon  oonsiderinff  the  Act  of  Assembly  &  creating  the  Excuse 
we  mpprahead  ft  woiud  be  an  Extension  of  Authority  in  whicbi  ^f^ 

*  See  page  800. 
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•n  not  warranted.    How  f&r  it  may  be  a  general  IneonTenienoe  or' 

C>daoe  Bifliculties  between  the  States  wo  oannot  protend  to  aay, 
t  we  think  the  Indolgenoe  very  capable  of  Abnae  k  therefore 
more  proper  for  the  Consideration  of  the  Legislatnre  who  if  they 
deem  a  Relaxation  expedient  will  at  the  same  Hme  guard  against 
any  ProTision  or  to  nndne  Purposes. 

I  am  SiTj  fto. 
Indortedj 

September  1st,  1781. 
Directed^ 

The  Hon.  R.  Morris, 


Gborgb  Bryan  to  Sec'y  Matlack,  1781. 

Philadelphia,  1*>  September,  1781. 
Sir, 

I  have  examined  the  Deed  drawn  by  Mr.  Weiss  for  lots  on  the 
province  Island.  The  content  thereof  is  41  Acres  &  28  perohee; 
whereas  the  deed  expresses  41.20a  only.  There  is  a  blank  for  the 
width  of  a  road,  which  requires  80  to  fill  it  When  these  particulars 
be  set  right,  this  deed  may  pass.  The  day  of  the  dato  k  the  day  for 
paying  the  vender  of  an  aoorn  you  will  fill  as  usual. 

But  I  must  not  conceal  from  the  Hon^  President  k  Council,  that 
bavins  attended  the  sales  of  the  first  three  of  these  Lots,  n*  20, 
19th  May,  27  k  28  on  the  29th  of  May,  I  well  knowl;hat  a  person 
of  the  name  of  Alston  &  not  M'  W.  Bingham  was  t^e  actual  pur- 
chaser. On  looking  over  the  returns  to  the  Treasurer  made  just 
after  each  sale,  I  found  M'  Alston's  name  in  the  Accounts  ot  Sale. 
Afterwards  Mr.  R.  was  acquainted  that  Mr.  A.  bought  for  Mr.  B. 
and  that  the  latter  was  to  be  considered  as  the  pnrchasof.  Accord- 
ingly Mr.  Bingham  has  obtained  the  inclosed  Certificate*  .Besides 
the  inconveniences  hereafter  experienced  by  this  practice^  I  miiat 
suggest  the  striking  difiierence  which  would  be  made  by  passing  this 
deed,  between  the  Consul  of  France  k  Mr.  Bingham.  Mr.  Holker 
must,  upon  hearing  of  such  a  transaction,  consider  himself  as  singled 
out  fbr  affront.  1  suspect  that  upon  calling  for  the  original  Entry 
of  June  16th,  the  last  sold  Lot,  n*  21  is,  will  be  found  in  the  name 
of  Alston  likewise. 

I  have  little  to  say  about  the  other  deed  to  Elgah  Wood  for  Lot 
n*  1  of  the  Province  Island,  save  that  the  Consideration  which  doth 
not  fully  appear  by  the  Certificate,  is  £817  11  10.  It  is  otherwiM 
accurate. 

I  am  IV  Sir, 

your  very  hum'  Serv', 

Q£0.  BRTAN. 
Directed^ 

To  Timothy  Matlack^  Esquire. 
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Minute  Bespectinq  Province  Island,  1781. 

Agreeable  to  an  act  of  tbe  General  Assembly  entitled  ''an  aot&o. 
here  insert  the  title  "  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  are  impow- 
ered  to  reserve  Such  &  So  many  of  the  forfeited  Estates  yet  unsold 
and  unapropriated  as  to  them  Shall  appear  necessary  in  order  to 
create  a  Certain  fund  for  the  roaintenano -of  the  Frovost,  Vioa 
Provosty  Master  &  assistants  and  to  uphold  and  preserve  the  Chari- 
table  School  of  the  University,  Provided  that  the  yearly  income  of 
Such  Estates  So  reserved  and  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  Univer- 
sity, do  not  exceed  fifteen  hundred  pounds  computing  wheat  at  ten 
Shillings  per  bushell.  Therefore  resolved,  That  are  appobted 
to  Value  upon  oath  a  certain  Tract  of  Land  in  the  Co  of 
seixed  &  forfcifed  as  the  Estate  of  to  this  Commonwealth 

in  order  that  the  said  Estate  may  be  appropriated  to  the  Use  of  the 
University  agreeable  to  the  Directions  of  the  aforesaid  act  of  Gen- 
eral Assembly. 


Capt.  Jacob  Ohristib  to  Council,  1781.  J  ^ 

The  Honorable  The  bupreme  Executive  Connoil  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen, 

A  report  of  the  treatment  (of  the  IVoope  and  of  the  oondnet  of 
•ome  of  the  Civil  &  Staff  officers  in  the  County  of  Northampton 
ahould  have  been  presented  to  yon  before  this  time,  but  I  waited 
^9r  aome  intelligenoe  relative  to  the  £icts  here  laid  before  you. 

'Squire  B  ,  of  Easton,  refused  to  give  orders  for  qnartering 

aererai  officers,  which  reduced  these  to  great  inconvenienoes,  k  was 
<  <K»Mqnently  a  hurt  to  the  service.— Evidence,  Lieutts.  Petegrew 
mod  Smith,  Doctor  Stewart  &  myself. 

Be  also,  after  some  meat  had  been  condemned  by  a  board  of  offi- 
cers aa  unfit  for  use,  met  with  some  others  &  declared  it  fit  This, 
I  aprehend.legaly  could  do  us  no  injury,  but,  as  it  tended  to  destroy 
the  people's  faith  in  us,  was  a  hurt  to  the  service. — Evidence,  The 
proceedings  of  the  Board  will  be  produced,  &  he  acknowledged  to 
me  that  he  had  met  &  determined  as  mentioned.  If  other  or  fur- 
ther evidence  is  wanted,  there  is  no  doubt  but  it  can  be  produced. 

He  likewise  oommitted  a  certain Moseer  to  Goal  on  his 

acknowledging  that  he  was  a  Deserter  from  the  army  of  the  United 
States,  and  afterwards  set  him  at  liberty. — Evidence  :  This  appears 
by  the  Mittimus  &  Keleasment  in  possession  of  Mr.  Miler,  the 
Ooalor  at  Easton,  'Squiro  Levers,  &  a  Mr.  Buss  of  Easton.— This 
Deserter  when  I  had  him  taken  was  in  the  service  of  a  Ga^  'fraaa 
of  tho  MilUaa,  aboot  two  jnilea .  iron  Eaaton,  nVio  «nd«MQfVft^>^ 
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conceal  him,  as  Licatt.  Reid,  who  I  sent  after  him,  reported  to  me. 
Said  Mr.  Buss  is  evidence  that  he  acknowledged  before  'Sqairo 
Berlin  that  he  was  inlisted  for  three  years,  the  term  which  it  was 
-said  he  was  to  serve  this  Gapt.  Boss. 

The  Commissary  departmt.  as  it  was  conducted,  if  not  fiinlty,  is 
mt  least  very  suspicious  &  deserves  to  be  inquired  into. — We  received 
Terry  little  meat  but  what  we  took  more  from  necessity  than  because 
it  was  fit  for  use.  The  salt  meat  was  verry  mnch  damaged,  &  the 
fresh  exceeding  poor.  The  fresh  meat  was  not  killed  under  the 
direction  of  the  Issuing  Commissary  as  is  common,  but  of  a  Mr.  Yo6| 
assistant,  to  Mr.  D  ■ ,  the  Purchasing  Commissary.    The  con- 

sequence was  there  was  meat  killed  k  condemned  as  unfit  for  use, 
which  might  have  been  saved  to  the  States,  had  it  been  either  sold 
or  fattened. 

The  head  and  some  parts  of  the  beef,  which  used  to  bo  issued  for 
twelve  lb.  in  Rations,  was  not  delivered  to  the  issuing  Commissarv. 
I  never  could  find  there  was  any  ac(^  rendered  of  the  Tallow.  It 
would  likewise  be  necessary  to  inquire  upon  what  authority,  and  at 
what  rate  the  shins  were  disposed  of.  There  was  at  one  time,  I 
think,  betwixt  twenty  &  thirty  sheep  brought  to  Easton,  and  six  of 
the  fattest  of  them  killed,  five  of  which  were  condemned  as  unfit  for 
use.  The  other  one,  a  part  of  which  was  sent  to  me,  was  too  poor  for 
us.  The  remainder  I  requested  Mr.  Yoe  to  have  fattened-— about  two 
weeks  after  I  went  to  see  whether  they  were  fit  for  use,  but  had  re- 
ported, that  they  were  a  few  miles  off*,  on  very  bad  pasture  &  so  poor 
that  they  would  not  be  able  to  be  drove  to  Town ;  &  that  there  were 
a  number  of  them  gone.  Evidence,  'Squire  Levers,  Cap^  1/  Bush, 
Lieu*^  Petegrew  &  Smith,  M'  Anderson,  issuing  Commissary,  Doctor 
Stewart  &  myself. 

The  reason  why  I  have  been  so  particular,  is  not  only  beeaose  the 
facts  are  criminal,  but  because  I  think  they  will  lead  to  an  enquiry 
which  may  bo  of  service  to  the  States :  for  I  am  fully  of  opinion 
that  it  will  be  found  that  the  Troops  being  oblidged  to  eat  unwhol- 
some  meat,  sometimes  being  without  it,  the  losses  which  have 
•happened  from  condemnation  &  from  straying  or  being  stole  from 
the  pasture,  are  intirely  the  fault  of  the  purchasing  GommiMary. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen, 

your  most  obedient  &  most  humble  Serv*, 

JA.  CHUYSTIE,  Gapt.  8d  B'. 

Phila.,  Sept^  Ist,  I78I. 


GsK.  St.  CLAI&  TO  Pass.  Reed,  1781. 

PhUada.,  Baptr.  4th,  1781. 
Sir. 

1  beg  to  be  informed  whether  Gouneil  has  agreed  to  H'  Morria'a 

propoial  about  the  Tent8.-^IMt  is  agreed  to,  I  will  be  obliged  to 

J>19«  ihr  M  Older  to  leeaive  Ihemi  ae  the  Oenend  has  otdered  tm 
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iniMdiately  to  draw  the  Troops  together  to  York  Town,  whioh  yoa 
AM  wneible  oannot  be  done  without  Tente,  for  it  19  imponible  to 
quarter  five  hundred  Men  in  that  Vilbge/if  the  InhahitaalB  were 
eter  ao  well  dialMMed  to  aoeoramodate  thm. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be  Sir, 

your  moat  obedient  eenrant. 

A'  &  CLAIR. 
Directed^ 

Hia  Bzeelleneyi  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 


Pees.  Rsbd  to  Robert  Mo&bis,  1781. 

Sir, 

Oen.  8*  Clair  has  heen  yery  pressing  to  giye  up  a  Number  of 
Tents,  the  Property  of  the  State,  for  the  Senrice  of  the  United  States. 
The  great  Difficulty  we  have  had  to  equip  the  Militia ;  the  low  State 
of  our  Treasury,  which  forbids  a  Hope  of  soon  repkoing  them ;  k 
the  ImpraoticabUity  of  taking  the  Militia  into  the  Field,  in  Case  of 
Necessity,  without  Covering,  would  have  made  our  Compliance  very 
lelootvit,  if  he  had  not  accompanied  his  Request  with  an  Assurance 
that  you  would  in  a  short  Hme  replace  them.  Our  Anxiety  to  for- 
vari  the  Troops  in  a  proper  Manner,  &  the  present  Emergency, 
I»ye  indttoed  us  to  give  them  op — At  the  same  Time,  we  must 
ezpress  our  earnest  desires  that  you  would,  as  soon  as  possible, 
lelieve  us  from  our  Apprehensions  of  the  Difficulty  which  will  ensue 
if  the  Militia  should  be  called  out  in  an  unprovided  State. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  H'bble  Servt, 

J.R. 
Indoned^ 

September  4,  1781. 


Pbbs.  Reed  to  County  Lieutenants,  1781. 
(Circular.) 

Sir, 

The  Operations  of  the  Army  under  bis  Ezcell^  Gen.  Washington 
—the  Unoertainty  of  the  Movements  of  the  Enemy,  k  the  great 
Events  depending,  render  it  necessary  that  the  Militia  should  be  in 
a  State  of  Preparation,  so  as  take  the  Field  upon  the  shortest  Notice. 

Tou  will  therefore  be  pleased  to  signify  to  the  several  Battalions 
«nder  yoar  general  Directions,  that  they  are  to  be  in  Readiness  to 
eoaply  with  the  ahort^t  Orders  for  actual  Service;  &  Uk  %  ^t- 
daokr  Mhumt  to  aoqnainl  the  GeptkouA  OffiNfixa,  lYnki  Vi&«]  mi\ 
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lender  a  signal  Service  to  their  Country  in  general,  &  tbe  State  in 
partionlar,  by  a  strict  &  pnnotaal  Attention  to  these  Requests,  in 
which  it  will  bo  essentidly  necessary  to  ezamioe  the  State  &  Con- 
dition of  the  Arms,  to  make  Returns  of  all  Deficiencies.  As  the 
publiok  Armoury  cannot  give  any  considerable  Assbtanoe,  they  will 
be  careful  that  all  the  Arms  which  have  been  delivered  out  may  be 
accounted  for. 

I  am,  Sir; 

lour  Obed.  &  Hbble.  Servt 
To  the  Lieut,  of  the  County  of 

Indanedj 
September  6, 1781. 


P&BS.  Beed  to  Gov.  LivmasTON,  N.  J.,  1781. 

Sir, 

The  Board  at  which  I  have  the  Honour  to  preside,  contemplating 
the  Contiguity  of  the  Enemy  at  New  York,  the  Distance  at  which 
the  Army  under  his  Ezcell^  Gen.  Washington  will  soon  be,  &  the 
Situation  of  S'  Henrv  Clinton,  think  it  highly  probable,  that,  either 
as  a  Diversion,. or  to  ballance  the  Success  of  which  we  have  so  fair  a 
Prospect,  he  will  make  an  Irruption  into  your  State,  &,  perhaps, 
extend  his  Views  to  this  City  :  In  Consequence  of  which  t.hey  have 
ordered  the  Militia  to  be  in  Readiness  at  a  short  Warning,  k  taken 
such  other  Measures  as  Prudence  dictates  under  such  Apprehensions. 

We  should  now  be  extremely  obliged  to  your  Exoell^^  for  as  early 
a  Communication  as  possible  of  any  Movements  of  the  Enemy  at 
New  York,  &  especially  such  as  denote  an  Incursion  into  your  State, 
as  we  shall  in  that  Case  be  glad  to  give  any  Assistance  in  our  Power 
in  opposing  the  Enemy,  or  retarding  his  Progress,  untill  superior 
Aid  can  be  afforded. 

I  am,  with  very  great  Respect  &  Regard, 

Your  Excell^  most  Obed.  Hbble.  Serrt 

His  Excell^  Gov.  Livingston,  New  Jersey. 
Indorsed, 

Sept.  6, 1781. 


Sir, 


Gapt.  Philip  Shbawdeb  to  Pbbs.  Bexd,  ITBl. 

Lower  SmitliflaU,  Septr  6,  I7ftl. 


Your  Bxoelle&oy's  Requesl  to  tnni  my  Hen  either  to  Hm 
aylvania  Line  or  to  Captain  Robinson's  Oompany,  I  have  i 
roared  to  pu%  in  Bzaomioni  bat  wai  diappointad|  at  Am 
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amoaptiDg  no\r  to  twelve,  htd,  previoiiB  to  their  Engagementi  the 
mateBt  Msurance  from  the  most  respectable  Gentlemen  of  these 
Ftftfl,  that  thej  shoald  not  be  taken  off  bat  employed  for  the  De* 
fence  of  this  Countj. 

There  is  the  greatest  Probability  for  raising  the  Company  in  a 

Tery  short  Time,  if  Clothing  and  the  first  Bounty  in  hard  Monej 

coald  be  tendered  to  Recruits.     Of  the  Truth  of  this  Assertion 

^Saqnire  Van  Gampen  has  been  partly  an  Eye  Witness  and  partly  by 

the  assnrance  of  my  Officers  both  personally  and  by  Letters. 

The  Snccess  I  met  with  in  Recruiting  since  Col.  Levers  wrote  to 
oar  Excellency  on  my  Account  is  owing  to  the  Kindness  of  Esquire 
^an  Campen  in  advancing  me  some  hard  Money  for  that  Purpose. 
Mr.  Oodfrey  Myers,  formerly  a  Lieutenant  in  the  flying  Gamp, 
And  exchanged  in  December  lasti  had  been  represented  to  me  aa  a 
^ood  Officer,  in  Consequence  of  which  by  Permission  of  the  Honour* 
mbla  Council  I  had  appointed  him  Ensign  the  14th  of  April  last,  if 
^oar  Excellency  oondescends  to  approve  of  the  Choice  I  beg  to  grant 
Aim  a  Commisaion  aa  such. 

.  With  the  greatest  Respect  I  have  the  Honour  to  be 
year  Excellency's 

most  obedient  and 

most  humble  Servant| 

PHIL.  SHRAWDER. 
X>#rec/erf, 

His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed,  Esq*",  President,  Philadelphia. 


Timothy  Pickering  to  Pres.  Reed,  1781. 

Philadelphia,  Sept'  6,  1781. 
Sr, 

I  am  greatly  obliged  by  your  attention  to  my  request  of  yester- 
day, respecting  the  tents  wanted  for  the  troops  going  Southward.     I 
have  this  day  written  to  Col*  Hughes,  D.  Q.  M.  fur  New  York  & 
the  army  left  in  that  State,  to  forward  twenty  (or  at  leaat  twelve) 
horaeman'a  tents  k»  one  hundred  common  tents,  of  the  best  qualitr 
among  those  he  shall  receive  from  the  eastward,  as  soon  as  they  shall 
eome  to  his  hands ;  &  to  send  off  teams  with  them  on  purpose, 
Tather  than  suffer  a  delay  of  two  days.     I  have  also  left  with  Col* 
Miles  directioDs  in  writing  to  replace  those  you  have  been  pleased  to 
lend  me  immediately  on  the  arrival  of  those  sent  for  to  Col*  Hughes. 
And  as  the  tents  borrowed  are  of  a  very  good  aualitf).!  have  desired 
Coh  Miles  to  replace  them  with  others  of  the  like  quality ;  and  teat 
the  materials,  the'  new,  should  be  of  an  inferior  c^a!a\\yf,\\L%^^  t^- 

17* 
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quested  him  to  give  an  additional  number  in  that  oaaC;  so  aa  to 
render  joa  a  just  equivalent. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

with  great  respect.  Sir,  your  most  obed*  serv^ 

TIM.  PICKERING,  Q.  M.  Q. 
Directed f 

Publio  Service. 

His  Exoellenejy  Joseph  Reed,  Esqr.,  President  State  of  PcnnsjU 
yania. 


Pres.  Rebd  to  Henry  Osborne,  &c.*,  1781. 

Gentlemen, 

The  Council  are  much  pleased  with  the  Spirit  &  Dispoaition  shewn 
by  the  Citizens  in  the  I^posal  to  illuminate  the  City,  as  it  shows 
in  what  Estimation  they  hold  our  kind  &  benevolent  Allies.  But 
as  great  Events  are  depending  which  if  prosperous  will  afford  m 
brilliant  Occasion  of  rejoicing,  they  think  thb  signal  Demonstration 
of  Joy  will  be  better  reserved  for  some  glorious  Snoeesa — if  any 
Disappointment  should  ensue,  to  which  the  Operations  of  War  are 
peculiarly  liable,  our  Enemies  external  &  internal  would  triumph  in 
it  &  the  Insult  would  be  aggravated  by  their  Measures — ^A  few  Days 
will  now  open  the  Scene  ft  we  shall  most  cordially  join  in  the  pub- 
lick  Joy  as  well  as  give  such  Directions  as  will  make  an  Illumination 
general  &  splendid — of  which  we  do  not  think  the  Time  wi}l  now 
admit  for  this  Evening. 

7nrtor«eJ,— Sept.  6, 1781. 


Form  of  Exequator  of  Consul  General,  1781. 

The  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled. 

September  7, 1781. 
The  following  form  of  the  exequatur,  b  recommended  to  the  $«« 
preme  Executive  Power  of  the  several  States. 

To  ALL  to  whom  it  may  oonoem : 

The  Sieur  Francis  Barbe  de  Marbouj  OouneeBor  to  Parlidmeniy 
having  been  reoognizcd  by  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled, 
aa  Consul  of  France /or  the  StcUe  of  l^nsylvanxOj  <k  consul  general 
for  the  thirteen  United  /States  of  Amoricoj  it  ia  hereby  declared, 
that  the  privileges,  pre-eminence  and  authority  bekmgiDg  to  saek 
eharaoter  and  quality,  are  due  ta  him. 

GHA.  THOMSON,  Saa'y.^ 

*The  words  in  Italic  a^  probably  verety  used  tasbow  the  maimsr  of 

ilUng  up  tin  blai4i»iB  tbo  pr&tod  fbriii--aa  on  the  IMh— ••  CHtiir  Holkor  Is 

publioly  rwsognisad  by  Pitddcat  A Counill  aa  ««OonBol  Qoa'l  of  fraaea ia 

^0  Coivaanivalth,"—aos  page  888   S«CoL  Bo^»  VoL  lUL,  ^  M.   Seo 

•leo  8ep.  12,  p.  400. 
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BssoitJTioir  09  CoiTQRXss.— Frsnoh  SSAMIHi  1191^ 

By  the  United  States  in  GongiesB  AssemMel. 

Sept' 7th,  1781- . 
Orderedi 

That  80  mueh  of  Mr.  Holker's  letter  of  the  14th  of  Angtisi,  aa 
relates  to  apprehendiDg  French  seameoi*  be  transmitted  ta  tM 
Supreme  Executive  Council  of  Pennsjlvania. 
Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

GEO.  BOND,  Dep'y  See'y. 


Board  of  War  to  Prbs.  Rbed,  1781. 

War  Office,  Sept'  8, 1781. 
Sir, 

The  Boaid  leBl  away  to  the  Southward  aH  the  repdred  AnteoB 
Band  in  Philadelphia.  The  Ptaueilfania  Delaehmeat  wao^  about 
fifty  Staud  to  eowplete  the».  If  Goanetl  will  be  plMsed  i»  Wlvar 
to  the  eider  of  8.  Hodgdou,  Esq.,  0.  O.  M.  &,  that  Nanber  a£ 
Arms  the  Board  will  be  answeraUe  that  aa  equal  Number  ihatt  ba 
defirered  in  Beium  m  the  Course  of  a  few  Daya. 
We  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  great  Respect, 

your  very  obed.  Servants, 

R.  PETERS, 
By< 

Direciedy 
(Pnblie  Serriee.) 
Bis  Excellency,  President  Reed. 
WarOffioew 


Pres.  Rebd  to  Board  wWar,  1781. 

Gent, 

We  duljf  MeeiTed  your  Favour  requesting  the  Loan  of  50  Stand 
of  Arms  for  the  Use  of  tbe  Pennsylvania  Detachment  &  should 
ehearfony  have  complied  if  in  our  Power ;  but  we  lately  sent  50 
Stand  to  Lancaster  &  the  like  Number  to  York  for  the  Uas  of  tha 
Militia  guarding  the  Plriaoaera  of  War  we  had  great  Diffienlty  in 
the  low  State  of  our  Treasury  to  answer  the  Repair  of  them  &  ara 

*  Bee  CoL  Rao.,  Vol.  Xni.,  pp.  5S,  fJf^ 
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at  present  utterly  unable  to  comply  with  your  Request.  We  leani 
by  oar  Lieutenant  from  York  County  that  there  were  a  number  of 
surplus  Arms  left  at  York  when  Gen.  Wayno  moved  which  are  now 
there  in  good  Order  &  may  perhaps  supply  the  Deficiency. 

I  am^  &o. 
Directed, 
To  Hon.  The  Board  of  War. 

Indented, 

September  Sth,  1781. 


Capt.  Thomas  Robinson  to  Prbs.  Reed,  1781. 

Northumberland  County,  September  8%  1781. 
Sir, 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  adressing  your  Excellency  and  Coaneil 
in  order  to  Inform  yon  that  the  Clothing  and  amonition  sent  to  this 
County  is  Com  Safe  to  hand,  the  Savagis  has  been  a  Lon^  time  aaiel^ 
this  summer,  the  have  Dun  no  harm  in  this  County  since  I  havis 
been  able  with  men  to  go  to  the  woods  to  Scout,  the  Mead  their 
appearance  in  harvist  twist  but  Did  no  hurt,  for  as  soon  as  wea 
found  that  the  weir  on  our  Coast  wee  Turn'd  out  and  Ghive  Chaas 
and  wounded  one,  the  Oot  off  but  htd  not  mead  their, appearenoe 
Since,  Lieu^  Vancamp  and  six  men  is  just  a  going  in  to  the  Indian 
Country  to  Discover  their  moovs  this  fall  and  if  he  finds  sney  of 
them  a  Coming  in  to  our  fronteers  I  intend  to  waylay  their  march 
before  the  get  in  to  the  Setelment  which  will  Stop  their  Designs 
unless  their  Body  be  very  strong,  and  if  strong  itself  wee  shall  be 
able  to  Rais  the  Cuntry  to  our  assistance  if  early  Discovered,  Mr 
Smith  who  the  Honourable  Council  had  appointed  a  Surgeon  for 
this  County  is  Gon  to  the  Suthord  as  I  am  informed  but  M'  Acker, 
is  in  this  County  and  intends  to  Settel  in  it  if  Council  thinks  well 
of  it,  he  is  willing  to  act  in  that  Cappassity,  Doctor  Shiping  Can  JBLeo- 
emend  him  as  on  that  is  Sutible. 

I  am  with  Due  respect  and  Esteem 
Your  Excellencys 

Most  obedient  Humble  Sarvent, 

THC  ROBINSON, 

Capi-  P.  Bangers. 
Dtted^d^ 
His  Bxodleaej  Joseph  Raed^  PhiladdpUa. 
V  fiiTor  of   . 
M'Rktt. 
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Gov.  W.  LnnarasTON  or  N.  J.,  to  Trrs.  Reed,  1781. 

Trenton,  8  Sep.,  1781. 
Sir. 

I  joBt  this  moment  had  the  honour  of  receiving  your  Excellenej'g 
Xeitter  of  the  6th  Instant,*  informing  me  that  from  onr  present 
SitnaUon  idth  respect  to  the  Enemy,  your  Oonncil  had  order^  yonr 
Hilitift  to  be  in  rcHMliness  at  a  short  wamiog,  and  taken  snch  other 
ineunres  as  prudence  dictates,  &  desiring  me  to  give  yon  as  early 
oommnnioation  as  possible  of  the  movements  of  the  Enemy  at  New 
York,  and  especially  such  as  denote  an  Inoarsion  into  this  State,  ft 
that  yon  will  in  that  case  be  glad  to  give  any  assistance  in  yonr 
power  in  opponng  the  Enemy,  or  retarding  their  progress  nntU 
saperior  aid  can  be  afforded. 

I  think  that  under  those  probable  circumstances  of  the  Enemy's 
making  a  movement,  which  your  Excellency  mentions,  your  State 
has  acted  with  its  usual  Wisdom  in  taking  the  above  precautions,  ft 
making  all  the  preparations  necessary  against  such  an  Event;  and  I 
tm  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  promised  assistance.  Our  Militia  will 
have  the  like  orders,  &  (The  Intelligence  I  received  this  day,  by 
Express,  from  Newark,  shows  that  such  apprehensions  are  not 
gnnnidiess.  The  substance  of  that  advice  is,  **  that  they  had  just 
leeeivod  Intelligence  from  New  York  (which,  says  my  correspondent,* 
I  think  may  be  depended  upon)  that  the  enemy  are  embarkine  in 
good  haste,  ft  in  great  numbers,  with  a  design  to  relieve  Comwallia, 
Sf  poniUe.  It  is  said  (he  adds,)  &  fully  believed,  that  6  or  7000* 
men  are  going,  ft  that  they  are  to  land  at  Monmouth,  ft  pass  thro^ 
this  State.'' 

Unfortunately  for  us.  Sir,  the  Agent  lately  sent  by  our  Legislature 
to  the  Massachusetts  to  buy  lead,  is  returned  withoutirany,  so  that 
we  are  destitute  of  Ammunition.  If  your  Commonwealth  could  po«* 
siUy  furnish  us  with  a  Quantity  of  Gartidges  ft  some  lead,  ft  have 
it  immediately  sent  to  this  place,  with  the  Account,  it  wiU  lay  me 
under  infinit#  obligations,  ft  I  will  give  a  receipt  for  it,  ft  apply  to 
our  Legislature  for  the  payment,  ft  should  they  not  approve  of 
the  measure,  of  which,  however,  thtre  is  no  reason  to  doubt,  tho'  I 
have  no  particular  authority  for  that  purpose,  I  will  be  personally 
responsible  for  the  debt.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  greatest 
Esteem, 

Your  Excellency's  most 

Obedient  ft  very  humble  ServS 

WIL.  LIVINGSTON. 
Bk  Bxoellenqy,  Jeaeph  Beed,  Esq. 

>.  *  8m  pigs,  888. 
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Rbsolution  of  Congress,  1781. 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  Sep.  10th,  1781. 

Besolved, 

That  it  be,  and  hereby  is  recommended  to  the  States  of  New  Jer« 
aey  and  Pensylvania  immediately  to  imbody  Three  Thousand  Men 
eaoh|*  properly  officered  and  equipped,  and  cause  them  to  rendei- 
¥Oiui  at  such  place  or  places  as  the  Commanding  officer  shall  directi 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

CHAS.  THOMSONi  See'y. 


Rboognition  bt  Gongbbbs  of  Mons.  Holebr,  A8 
Consul  Gbnkral,  1781. 

By  the  United  States,  in  Congress  assembled,  Sep.  10th,  1781. 

A  Memorial  of  the  Hon'ble  Minister  planipotentiary  of  Fiaocei 
was  read,  enclosing  a  Commission  of  the  Sieur  Holker,  Coosttl  Qob* 
ecal  of  France  in  the  States  of  New  York,  New  Jersey,  PeuisyU 
Tania  and  Delaware.  Whereupon  Ordetred,  that  the  said  Comnaisaioft 
bo  registered,  and  ^thal  the  Aot  of  Beoognitioa  be  in  the  following 
Words: 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  Assemblfld^ 

It  is  hereby  made  known  to  all  whom  it  may  ooneern,  that  fbU 
Gndenoe  and  respect  axe  to  be  paid  to  the  Sieur  Holker,  as  Ooosol 
Otneral  of  France,  for  the  States  of  New  York,  New  Jeiiey,  Pott- 
i^vaoia  and  Delaware ;  which  States  are  called  upon  respeetivoly  by 
Virtue  of  the  powers  delegated  by  the  Coufederstion  t^  the  United 
States,  in  Congress  assembled,  to  furnish  the  said  Sieur  Holker  wkh 
their  Ezeqoatorf  or  Notificationilf  his  QuaUty,  delWering  one  Copj 
thereof  to  the  said  Sieur  Holker,  and  causing  anodier  to  be  polK 
lished  in  one  or  more  Qasettes. 

Done  at  Philadelphia,  this  tenth  day  of  September;  in  the  Tear  of 
our  Lord  One  Thousand  Seven  hnndsed  and  oightj-eM,  and  ia 
the  sixth  year  of  our  IndepeildeBoe. 

Bj  the  United  States,  in  Congress  a«wmbled. 

Attest,  GHA.  TflOMSON,  8e^ 

*  899  Col  Rec.,  Yd.  XllI ,  p.  M.       t  See  pages  890,  400. 
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Sec'y  Matlace  to  Robert  Morbis,  1781. 

Philadelphia,  September  11,  1781. 
Sir, 

By  His  Excellency,  the  President  &  Council  I  am  ordered  to  in- 
form yon  thai,  agreeable  to  the  requisition  of  Congress  of  the  lOtb 
instant,  recommending  **  to  the  states  of  New  Jersey  &  Pennsylvania 
**  immediately  to  imb^y  three  thousand  men  each,  properlv  officered 
'^  and  equipped,  and  to  cause  them  to  rendezvous  at  such  place  or 
«  places  as  the  commanding  officer  shall  direct,"  they  have  ordered 
**  three  classes  of  the  militia  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  four  classes 
^  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  four  classes  of  the  county  of  Chester, 
''  four  classes  of  the  county  of  Bucks,  three  dssses  of  the  eounty  of 
**  Lancaster,  three  classes  of  the  county  of  Berks,  two  classes  of  the 
''  county  of  Northampton,  the  whole  of  the  Light  Horse  of  the  city 
''  and  the  said  counties,  the  whole  of  the  Light  Horse  of  the  counties 
''  of  York  &  Cumberland,  and  two  companies  of  Artillery.  And 
''  thai  tbe  said  Militiii  do  rendesvous^  as  soon  as  possible,  at  l!lew- 
"  town,  in  the  county  of  Bucks,"  which  order,  it  is  supposed,  will 
produce,  at  least,  3000  men.  You  will  perceive  that  this  eoninun}* 
cadoii  is  now  made  to  affi)rd  you  the  earliest  opportunity  of  making 
provision  for  these  troops,  and  should  any  alteration  be  mad# 
respecting  th»  place  of  rendesvous,  jou  will  be  immediately  informed 
thereof. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect, 

your  most  obedient^  &  very  Humble  servant, 

T.  M.,  Seo'y. 

H'nUe  B.  Morris,  Esq. 

Prbs.  of  Conqrbss  to  Pre8.  Rbxd,  1781. 

IToor  Excellency  will  receive  inclosed  herewith  an  Act  of  Congrefi 
of  yesterday,  containing  a  requisition  of  three  thousand  Militia*  of 
each  of  the  States  of  Pennsylvania  &  New  Jersey,  to  be  properly 
officered  and  equipped.  An  apprehension  of  a  sudden  invasion  of 
tho  S(^te  of  New  Jersey,  and  of  an  attempt  on  Philadelphia,  by  the 
Enemy  %t  New  York,  gave  rise  to  this  recommendation ;  aqid  tb* 
^piety  of  both  will,  I  rest  assured,  induce  each  State  to  make  the 
most  strenuous  effi)rts  on  this  occasion. 

I  wish  jou  all  manner  of  sucoess  in  this  arduous  work,  and  thsft 
the  machipationa  of  our  Enemies  may  be  entirely  defeated. 
With  the  ntmost  respect  &  regard, 
X  tkJD,  Sir,  your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

THO.  M'KBAN;  President. 
Phflftdelpbia  September  11,  1781. 
His  Kscellency^  Joseph  Beed,  Esquire. 
*  Sep  pAgos  888,  898. 
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Pres.  Reed,  to  Col.  Marsh,  1781. 

Sir, 

The  Situation  of  Affaira  &  some  Advices  receiyed  from  New  Jersey 
induce  me  to  recommend  to  you  the  getting  the  Field  Pieces  in  order 
for  Service  on  the  shortest  Notice  &  to  request  you  to  have  an  im- 
mediate &  critical  survey  of  them,  so  that  all  necessary  repairs  may 
bo  done,  &  Measures  taken  to  have  a  supply  of  fixed  Ammanition. 
I  am,  Sir^  your  Obed.  h'ble  St.^ 

J.  R«,  Pros. 
Col.  Marsh,  Artillery. 
JMorsedf 
Sep.  11,  '81. 


LiBUT.  Col.  Henrt  GfeiasR  to  Pres.  Reed,  1781. 

Most  Honorable  Excellency : 

I  Beg  Leave  to  Approach  your  Excellency  with  this  fne  Linns, 
and  I  wish  that  these  Presents  feind  your  Excellency  and  Council 
in  GKxmI  Health.  By  this  teimo  I  Can  not  fail  to  acquaint  your 
Excellency  and  Council,  That  the  Last  Nineth  Day  of  Sept.  the 
Enemie  Indians  Did  Attacked  one  of  our  Militia  post  on  the  Maco- 
nie  Creek ;  But  they  obliged  to  Retreat  without  doning  any  Damage. 
The  Day  after,  all  the  Militia  on  the  Maconie  Creek  whas  Called 
For  to  be  Mustered  by  Sb.  Liuetenant  Shamber,  and  the  Same  Day 
the  Said  Militia  whas  Discharge,  and  no  Militia  whas  on  that  post. 
The  Day  after  the  Militia  whas  gon  hom,  the  Indians  Com  four  mils 
this  Side  Maconie  Creek,  on  the  Leizar  Creek,  and  attacked  a  family 
on  the  Josse  Thomas  Plantation ;  but  the  man  and  two  Son  made 
Thieir  Escape;  the  Woman  whas  in  the  House  when  the  Indian 
Came  at  the  House,  and  they  askst  the  woman  for  Eatinff,  and  the 
Woman  was  Ready  to  Give  them  Bread  and  milk,  but  they  Whas 
not  Satisfied  with  them ;  they  Came  on  the  fild  and  kilt  Five  Sheep 
and  one  Stire.  After  the  woman  Saw  that  they  kilt  all  theire 
Chattels,  She  made  her  Escap,  and  Came  Safe  of.  And  after  they 
hath  kilt  the  Chattels,  they  put  the  Fire  in  The  House  and  Bam,  and 
from  there  thcj  been  gon  to  another  Place,  and  kilt  one. young  man 
and  took  two  Prisoners,  and  Two  Horse  and  kilt  two  Cows  npon  the 
Spot ;  all  this  being  Done  The  Eleven  Day  of  Sept|  Six  miles  firom 
my  House,  over  The  Blue  montain ;  as  SJoon  I  wnu  Informed^  wo 
Come  There,  but  the  Indian  whas  Qon  and  Rain  very  hard,  and 
Whas  most  niffht,  we  could  not  Oo  further.  The  next  morningi 
We  Could  not  feind  any  Tracks,  beooes  the  Rain  wetter,  end  by  that 
XcMoa  we  Durn  hom.  I  Pray  your  Exoellenoy  to  Bxol|^o  Me 
iliMt  I  WMke  jour  Excellency  too  much  Ihroubell  with  My  Bad 
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Writing :  then  I  whas  never  in  the  English  School — But  I  Cftn  not 
forhear  to  pray  yonr  Ezoellencj  to  be  So  Kind  To  Oive  Such  order  to 
the  Lieutenant  of  the  County  that  the  Militia  May  be  paid ;  then  it  is 
Two  year  pass  that  they  have  not  Receive  any  pay,  and  I  whas  In- 
formed that  the  Militia  in  Philadelphia  County  being  paid  for  their 
Duty ;  Therefore  I  Bag  the  favour  of  your  Excellency  to  be  Caro- 
fnll  for  that.  God  Bless  your  Excellency  and  Council,  and  Preserve 
you  all  in  Oood  Health  and  hapiness,  and  Safe  your  Excellency  from 
all  azietent ;  And  I  am,  vour  Excellency,  With  Oreat  Regard  and 
Esteem/  yonr  Most  Humble  and  obedient  Servant, 

HENRY  OEIGER,  Lt  Colonel 

Heidelberg  12*^  Day  of  September,  1781. 
Directed, 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  President  of  the  Sa- 
preme  Executive  Council. 


Pbbs.  Beed  to  Bobt.  Morris,  S.  F.,  1781. 


n 


We  yesterday  received  a  Requisition  from  the  Hon.  Congress  to 
embody  3000  Men  with  all  Expedition  &  to  cause  them  to  rendes- 
VOQS  at  such  Place  as  the  oommand*  Officer  shall  appoint.  We 
presume  this  Requisition  to  be  founded  on  advices  received  that  8' 
Henry  Clinton  has  in  Contemplation  some  Enterprise  as  a  Diversion 
in  &voar  of  L.  Comwallis  which  if  directed  ac*  this  State  will  require 
the  utmost  Exertions  of  its  Inhabitants.  We  have  in  Conseqnenoa 
ordered  ont  so  many  Classes  of  the  Militia  as  will  make  up  the 
NnmbOT  required  or  near  it  &  have  appointed  Newtown  in  Bucks 
Conntj  as  the  Place  of  Rendezvous. — We  are  very  sensible  of  the 
])ifficalties  &  Expence  that  will  attend  this  Measure  &  therefore 
shall  not  direct  the  actual  March  until!  the  Intentions  of  the  Enemy 
are  more  clearly  ascertained,  but  as  the  Arrangement  of  the  Militia 
for  Service  is  allways  attended  with  some  unavoidable  Delay  we 
have  thonght  it  proper  to  make  every  Preparation  by  which  Expenee 
will  not  be  actually  incurred  so  that  if  the  Views  of  the  Enemy 
should  point  to  this  State  we  may  not  be  found  wholly  unprovided. 
Under  this  Consideration  we  have  thought  it  necessary  to  commu- 
nicate to  you  thb  Requisition  that  if  there  should  be  a  Necessity  for 
this  Body  of  Men  to  eo  into  actual  Service  the  earliest  Opp^  may  be 
afforded  of  making  Provision  for  them :  For  which  in  the  present 
State  of  our  publck  Treasury,  I  fear  we  must  very  much  depend 
upon  your  Exertions  &  Assistance.  Should  any  Alteralvoxi  ^t  >\l^ 
SMidMTOtti  be  made  we  shall  immediately  icquiani  ;|q^  \!kifct«^x^DL* 
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Inclosed  I  Bond  you  an  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Got.  Livingston 
eoQtainiDg  the  Intelligence  received  by  him  from  New  York. 

&  am  Sir^ 

Year  most  Obed 

&  Tory  Hbbia  Senr. 

J.  R  » 
Indoned^ 

September  12th,  1781.    To  Ilonble  Robert  Morris,  Esq',  Saptr- 
intendant  of  finanoe. 


Robert  Morris  to  Pres.  Reed,  1781. 

Office  of  Finance,  12  Septem',  1781. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  am  this  moment  favoured  with  yoor  Ezcellenoys  Letter  in 
Council  of  this  datef  enclosing  an  Extract  of  the  Letter  from  Gover- 
nor Livingston.  I  thoroughly  approve  of  the  Determination  of  your 
Excellency  and  the  honorable  Council  not  to  incur  any  Ezpence 
untill  the  Intentions  of  the  Enemy  are  clearly  ascertained.  If  I 
were  to  hazard  an  Opinion  It  would  be  very  clear  that  Sir  Heaiy 
Clinton  has  no  views  against  this  State. 

Your  Excellency  must  be  sensible  that  any  Ezpence  of  Provisions 
which  may  be  incurr'd  must  be  defrayed  from  the  Treasury  of  this 
State.  The  Money  is  already  appreciated  to  two  for  one,  and  I  am 
convinced  it  will  be  brought  to  Par  if  the  Assembly  take  the  further 
Steps  which  may  be  necessary. — In  this  Situation  of  affiiirs  vou  will 
^ree  with  me  that  every  Thing  which  may  retard  that  desirable 
fivent  ought  if  possible  to  be  avoided.  As  the  Place  where  the 
Militia  will  be  called  to  action  will  be  near  the  Banks  of  the  Dela- 
ware and  I  can  always  command  as  much  Flour  in  this  City  as  will 
be  wanting  for  an  immediate  Supply  no  previous  Provision  of  that 
Sort  is  necessary,  and  as  I  cannot  doubt  that  the  People  will  oheer- 
fally  bring  in  their  Cattle  on  the  proper  assurance  of  Payment  I 
conceive  it  equally  unnecessary  to  take  any  Steps  at  present  for  the 
procuring  of  Beef. 

I  should  before  this  have  acknowledged  the  Receipt  of  your 
Ezcellency's  Favour  dated  in  Council  the  fourth  Instant^.  But  I 
was  delayed  from  the  following  Cause. — On  Reflection  I  thought  it 
possible  that  the  Tents  there  mentioned  might  be  wanted  for  the 
Militia  and  therefore  I  directed  the  Quarter  Master  to  get  them  made 
intending  if  they  could  be  procured  in  Season  not  to  take  the  Bene- 
fit of  vour  Promise  to  General  Sinclair  I  am  happy  now  to  inform 
joa  that  they  will  soon  be  ready.    Permit  me^  Sir^  at  the  same  Time 

•0ie«lflopeCit98.       t^^VHi^^^r.       t>MpeiiS87. 
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to  ezpresf  mj  ackaowledgments  for  the  Readioess  shown  by  the 
honorable  Conneil  to  forwajrd  the  Public  Ser?ioo  on  that  Occasion. 
I  ha?e  the  Honor  to  be  Year  Exoellency's 

Most  Obed.  &  humble  Servant, 

ROB'  MORRIS. 
DiMctedf—ElB  EzceDenoj  The  Preadent  of  the  State  of  Pensilvanm.* 


Proposals  fob  Suppubs  to  Pbbs.  Bbed,  1781. 

Philada.  Sept  12th,  1781. 
Sir, 

We  propose  to  famish  the  Militia  and  Ranging  Company's  for 
Bedford  and  Westmoreland  County's  with  provisions  on  tne  fol- 
lowing terms,  each  Ration  to  be  compos'd  of  the  followins  articles, 
one  pound  of  Bread,  made  of  good  flour,  one  pound  of  Bee^  or  three 
qoarters  of  pork,  one  Gill  of  Whiskey,  three  pounds  of  Candles, 
eight  pounds  of  Soap,  for  every  Seven  hundred  Rations,  two  quarts 
of  Vinegar  and  one  quart  of  Salt  for  every  hundred  Rations  at 
eleven  pence  halfpenny  for  each  Ration,  if  the  Contractors  should 
not  be  able  to  procure  the  small  articles,  by  famishing  an  equivelant 
in  Bread  and  Meat,  agreed  to  by  such  person  as  shall  be  authorised 
bj  his  Eieelleney  the  Pk^ident  &  Supreme  Executive  Council  to 
be  soffioient,  the  Person  so  authoriz'd  his  orders  &  Receipts  to  be 
.fdfioient  Vonehers  for  the  Contractors,  fbr  settlement,  that  the 
Lieati.  of  eaoh  County  be  authorii'd  to  famish  necessary  Escorts 
in  tiflso  of  danger,  that  the  Contractors  shall  not  be  obliged  to  issue 
pfovisions  at  any  other  posts  than  Bedford  and  Hannas  Town,  that 
any  provisions  by  lying  in  store  longer  than  six  Months  be  damag'd 
to  be  at  the  loss  of  the  State  and  paid  for  as  Rations  issued  and  in 
case  of  Capture  by  the  Enemy  of  any  provision  from  an  Esoort  or 
where  Mi^^ines  shall  be  directed  to  be  deposited  to  be  at  the  loss 
of  the  state  and  paid  for  ss  Rations  issued  by  having  proper  cer- 
tificates flrom  snch  person  as  shall  be  authorised  by  Council,  that  it 
shall  be  in  the  power  of  snch  person  so  authoriz'd  together  with  the 
Contractors  to  alter  the  Ration  as  to  the  species  and  description  of  the 
Meat,  so  often  as  shall  be  deemed  convenient  by  both  parties,  that 
the  Contractors  be  furnished  by  Council  in  advance  with  three 
hundred  pounds  specie  to  be  deducted  out  of  the  first  settlement, 
that  his  Excellency  the  President  &  Supreme  Executive  Council 
settle  with  the  said  Contractors  every  three  Months  and  pay  such 
sums  as  may  be  due  to  them,  that  the  said  Contract  shall  continue 
for  one  year  from  the  first  day  of  October  next. 
We  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

your  Excellencys  most  obt.  Hble  Servt. 
DAVID  DUNCAN, 
MICH.  HUFF NAGLE. 
Directed^ 

^  His  KxoaBenqf  Joseph  Reed;  Esqc,  PfendeBi  &Su^m^l£ki»Q^ 
tive  ConnoiL 
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pRES,  OP  Congress  to  Pres,  Reed,  1781. 

Sir, 

Inclosed  herewith  your  Excel lenej  will  receive  an  act  of  Congress 
of  the  lOth,  instant,  acknowledging  the  Siear  Holker  aa  Consul 
General  of  France  in  the  States  of  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Penn- 
sylvania, &  Delaware  ;  and  a  form  of  an  Exequatur,'*'  or  notification 
of  his  quality  which  is  recommended  as  proper  to  be  used  by  those 
States  upon  the  occasion. 

Similar  forms  are  to  be  used  in  all  such  cases  hereafter,  as  you 
will  perceive  by  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  31st  of  Augustf  herewith 
also  inclosed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  very  great  respect, 
Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

THO.  McEEAN,  Prendent. 
;     Philadelphia  September  12, 1781. 
Directed, — His  Excellency  President  Keed. 


Abraham  Smith  Prbs.  Reed,  1781. 

Cumberland  County,  Sep'  12th,  1781. 
Sir, 

I  take  the  opportunity  to  inform  your  Exocllenoy  that  the  Class 
of  Militia  of  this  County  ordered  to  Bedford  is  just  Returned  home 
the  Inhabitants  of  that  County  met  with  no  Disturbance  from  the 
Savages  during  the  time  they  were  there  nor  for  a  Considerable 
time  before  they  went,  only  one  man  that  was  killed  about  Six 
weeks  ago,  there  appeared  to  be  but  three  Indians,  and  no  Signs  of 
any  Since  being  in  these  parts. 

I  am  inclined  to  think  that  there  will  be  no  necessity  to  Call  any 
more  Militia  to  that  Quarter  this  Season  as  Matters  seems  to  be  in 
such  a  settled  state  besides  I  believe  it  will  be  Impossible  at  this 
time  to  get  men  Supplyed,  they  had  to  Disohaige  the  lato 
Class  Some  time  before  there  two  months  was  up  for  want  of  Pro- 
visions. 

I  have  Directed  the  light  horse  of  this  County  to  be  in  Readiness 
for  field  Service  agreeable  to  order  of  Council,  their  number  is  about 
fifty  their  horses  and  Equipments  Tolerable  good  only  some  of  their 
Swords  the  last  time  I  examined  them  were  too  little  but  thej 
engaged  to  provide  themselves  with  such  as  would  be  proper  for  the 
Service  And  I  flatter  myself  that  when  they  are  called  to  the  field 
they  will  make  a  respectable  appearance  and  render  essential  aenrioo 
to  the  public,  they  have  been  called  upon  by  Oen^  Irwine  to  go 
under  his  Command  as  Volunteer  light  horse,  but  that  seemed 
something  Disagreeable  to  them,  but  he  has  Since  Countermanded 
his  orders. 

•  See  pages  890, 894.  t8eeppgc88S. 
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The  Oen*  has  never  applyed  to  me  on  the  Subject.  I  saw  his 
letter  to  the  GapC.  of  the  troop,  his  idea  of  the  matter  is  yery 
Pifferent  from  the  Conception  I  had  either  of  the  Resolve  of  CounoU 
founded  on  the  demand  of  Congress  or  your  Excellency's  letter  to 
me  of  the  18*^  of  June.'*'  I  find  he  is  of  opinion  the  resolve  <rf 
Coanoil  respecting  Volunteer  light  horse  impowers  him  to  oall 
the  whole  Troop  as  Militia  and  that  it  will  answer  their  toor  of  dnty. 
I  am  Ghearfolly  willing  to  give  what  aid  and  assistance  is  in  mj 
power  to  any  Volunteers  that  may  ofieri  yet  at  the  same  time  1 
look  upon  myself  and  the  Militia  of  this  County  to  be  bound  both 
by  the  Militia  law  and  the  orders  of  Council,  but  I  wonld  wish  to 
bave  your  Excellency's  further  explanation  of  the  Matter. 

I  have  Galled  upon  the  Sub-Lieutenants  for  their  accounts  of  all 
the  Glasses  who  have  been  called  under  the  new  Law,  and  I  expect 
to  be  able  to  lay  in  a  General  account  of  the  whole  County  in  a 
short  time,  I  have  also  since  I  was  Informed  of  the  Resolve  of 
Assembly  been  nseing  ever  exertion  in  my  power  to  have  the  fines 
Collected,  but  there  is  Such  a  Scarcity  of  money  of  all  sorts  in  this 
Connty  that  we  can  get  but  little  done  in  that  way  and  the  peoples 
distaooe  from  any  Market  for  their  Produce  makes  it  very  diflknlt 
Ibr  them  to  be  in  a  better  Situation.  I  am  Convinced  that  were 
their  Property  exposed  to  Sale  that  money  Gould  not  be  had  for  it 
basidee  I  think  the  law  lays  us  under  some  difficulties  Respecting 
CoUeotors,  we  have  no  other  way  but  to  depend  upon  the  Constables 
of  townships  and  many  of  them  is  not  fit  by  any  means  for  such  a 
daty.  Were  we  able  to'  have  the  whole  fines  of  the  County  Col- 
leetied  they  will  not  be  near  Equal  to  the  expences  and  pay  of  Um 
Militia  there  are  three  Battalions  over  the  north  mountains  that  we 
will  get  no  fines  from,  as  they  Qenerally  go  out  in  their  tour,  indeed  the 
County  in  General  has  Served  well,  I  hope  to  get  some  money  for 
this  County  out  of  the  treasury  when  the  accounts  is  made  up,  the 
MiliUa  who  have  Served  and  the  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  are  ez- 
eeedingiy  uneasy  about  their  pay,  and  they  Choose  to  zest  the 
whole  Blaim  on  the  Connty  Lieutenant. 

I  wonld  be  oblig^  to  Council  to  order  SOOlb  of  Powder  and 
6001b  of  load  and  some  flints  for  the  use  of  this  County.  Capt 
Johnston  of  the  troop  of  light  horse  will  wait  upon  your  Bxcellenoy 
with*  this  letter  and  if  any  amunition  is  to  be  had  it  oan  be  put 
under  his  ears  who  will  have  it  forwarded  to  me. 

I  Have  the  Honour  to  be  your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  and  very  Hnmb*  Serv*, 

AB-  SMITH. 
J>irMed^On  Public  Service. 

His  Ezeellency,  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  President  of  the  Supreme 
Ezeeotive  Council  of  PennsyhaDia. 

Hoe«by  1 

Gapt.  Johnston.     ) 

*  See  page  234. 
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Alexander  McClsak  to  Pres.  Reed,  1781. 

Union  Town  18thy  September,  1781. 
jySir, 

I  ReceiTod  an  appointment  from  yonr  excellency  sometime  agone 
to  Run  a  Temporary  Line  between  this  State  and  that  of  Virginia, 
and  having  an  unexpected  opportunity,  I  thoaght  proper  to  com- 
municate to  you  the  Occnrancea  that  have  happened  Bince  my 
appointment  Yii.  the  Packet  you  were  pleased  to  send  me  was  in 
Reality  conveyed  through  the  Virginia  Ghannel|  it  lay  at  least  a 
fortnight  within  a  few  miles  of  my  habitation  ;  tho'  it  made  little 
difference  as  Mr.  Maddison  was  then  at  Kenhaway  and  did  not  Re- 
turn until  the  last  of  August ;  I  have  since  conferred  with  him  and 
he  appears  outwardly  willing  to  Oooperate  aith  me  in  the  perfor* 
manoe  of  the  tru8t|  yet  appears  warmly  attached  to  the  other  State, 
Inasmuch  as  I  am  yet  doubtful  whether  the  matter  will  be  ended 
this  Season.  However  it  may  be,  I  am  determined  this  day  to  wrisk 
it,  this  being  the  day  appointed  for  Rendesvoux.  We  have  been 
much  distressed  in  our  preparations  by  Reason  of  sudden  Bxeursiona 
of  the  £nemy ;  Washington  County  being  more  immediately  invested 
with  the  external  as  well  as  Internal  Enemies  of  this  State,  your 
Excellencys  Instructions  Kequireing  the  Lieuts.  of  that  Connty 
to  furnish  the  Guard  prevented  me  from  making  appiioataon  else* 
where  which  has  occasioned  at  least  a  disappointment  of  ten  days 
as  I  have  attended  the  appointments  already  twice  &  the  Guard  or 
Maddison  not  in  Readiness.  Mr.  Duncan  has  likewise  met  with 
difficulty  in  getting  flour  which  occasioned  me  to  Return  to  this 
place  as  I  had  flour  prepared  (and  has  had  since  Mareh  last)  for 
that  purpose  daily  expecting  the  Necessity  of  its  being  applied  to 
that  use,  But  by  the  by  I  would  just  hint  my  apprehensioos  I  am 
doubtful  Mr.  Maddison  is  in  Connection  with  the  oppoaera  of  oar 
Government,  &  as  David  said  unto  Gad,  I  am  in  a  gnat  Strait ;  the 
Commission  you  were  pleased  to  send  me  was  Svffioiently  aataa* 
fiwtory  to  me,  &  I  have  given  you  Credit  in  behalf  of  the  Sute  over 
which  you  Preside  for  the  formal  Mode  which  is  Represented  there- 
in,  but  you'll  observe  ray  power  is  under  a  Restraint  confined  to  that 
of  a  Conjunction  with  the  person  who  may  be  appointed  on  the  part 
of  Virginia,  And  there  are  amongst  them  who  (if  by  Bribery,  €Sor* 
ruption,  opposition,  or  any  means  whatever)  can  prevent  it  being 
done  you  may  Rely  upon  it,  their  Services  will  not  be  lacking ;  their 
Situations  are  desperate,  they  have  no  Other  Refuge  to  fly  to,  bat 
that  of  unwarranted  opposition,  their  Wonted  aMylnm  wkiek  I  em 
afindd  will  have  too  much  Weight  .with  the  mislead,  ongaaided, 
unhappy  Inhabitants  of  this  State,  the  Bzpenee  will  amount  to  mote 
than  I  could  wish  it  to  be  occasioned  by  Uie  Enoroachmenta  of  the 
Enemy  on  the  frontiers  at  this  Juncture,  but  more  eapeoiallj  from 
tho  expeotod  opposition  of  tho  Intemal  (I  might  almost  say  Eternal) 
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Enemies  of  this  State,  for  when  every  other  Refuge  has  failed  theni| 
I  heard  one  of  their  own  Conneil  (suoh  as  it  ie)  8%y  that  the  Legia- 
latore  of  that  State  had  not  invested  their  Council  with  a  power  to 
make  Mch  a  DeterminaUon,  and  made  use  of  it  as  an  argument 
tonehing  the  Yalidifcj  of  the  appointment. 

I  have  Inserted  n j  fears  but  hope  in  a  fortnight  to  be  able  to  give 
joa  a  more  agreeable  Infomution. 

Your  oblgd.  &  humble  Servt 

ALEXANDER  McCLEAN. 

His  Exoellencj  Joseph  Reid,  President 
y  (avonr  Ur.  Erasmus.  Bochias. 


BoBKhT  Lbvxbs  TO  Pbbs.  Rbbd,  1781. 

EastoB  Seatember,  14th  1781. 
Sir, 

This  evening  I  reoeived  an  order  from  the  Supreme  Ezeontive 
CouDcili  to  eaU  out  into  service  two  classes  of  the  militia  of  this 
oonnty  and  the  whole  of  the  light  Horse  &o.;  whieh  will  be  done 
without  dela^. 

The  Militu  of  the  two  classes  to  be  called  out,  that  live  over  thsL 
Bonntains  on  the  frontiers,  will  without  doubt  apprehend  the  sitna- 
tion  of  their  families  so  dangerous,  as  to  wish  to  be  exempted  from 
this  call,  and  to  be  permitted  to  remain  on  the  frontiers  for  their 
defence;  and  no  exception  being  in  the  order  I  beg  to  be  instructed 
from  oonncil,  sensible  that  the  militia  residing  over  the  mountains 
will  make  application  for  such  exemption. 

Respecting  the  Corps  of  light  horse  to  be  formed  out  of  the  militia 
of  this  county  it  was  attempted  whilst  Samuel  Rca,  Esqr.,  was 
Lieutenant,  and  officers  were  chosen  some  of  whom  afterwards  de* 
clined,  and  there  are  not,  I  believe  more  than  six  persons,  who  have 
made  any  progress,  or  endeavoured  to  equip  themselves  properly, 
tho'  I  have  frequently  wrote  to  the  Sub-Lieutenants  on  the  8ubject| 
and  they  have  done  their  endeavours  that  the  corps  might  be  com- 
pleated. 

I  am  Sir, 

Tour  most  obedient  Servant, 

ROBERT  LEVERS, 
Ibootliy  Matlack,  Esqr., 
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Gov.  Wm.  LiviwasTON  to  Pres.  Rbeb,  1781. 

Trenton,  14  SepV,  1781. 


*> 


I  have  received  yonr  EKcellenoy'B  favour  of  tlie  11th  instant,  & 
at  the  same  time  the  300,036  cartridges  famished  ns  by  the  Board 
of  War.  I  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  my  warmest  acknowledg- 
ments to  your  Excellency  for  your  Exertions  to  procure  it  from  that 
quarter  when  it  could  not  he  had  of  your  State,  a  mode  I  think  more 
eligihle  than  the  other  even  could  your  Commonwealth  have  fur- 
nished it,  but  which  did  not  occur  to  me  at  the  time. 

Clinton  has  a  large  number  of  Troops  on  Staten  Island ;  &  Colo. 
Seely  commanding  our  three  months  men  at  Connecticut  farms  writes 
me, ''  that  the  Enemy  are  all  on  the  move,  &  according  to  the  best 
"  accounts  that  he  can  gee,  a  great  number  of  them  already  embarked, 
"&  9L  considerable  number  of  flat-bottomed  boats  are  got  &  getting 
''ready,  but  that  their  destination  is  unknown.  He  adds,  '*Sir 
"  Harry  told  a  person  if  I  am  rightly  informed,  that  he  would  not 
''  suffer  the  Troops  to  move  until  he  knew  the  Event  of  the  Fleet,  & 
*'  that  he  would  wait  until  Arnold  returned  from  the  Eastward.'' 

With  respect  to  the  Scoundrel  last  aforesaid  mentioned^  (I  have 
just  received  at  verbal  confirmation  by  some  travellers  from  the 
Eastward  of  his  having  burnt  New  London,*  k  killed  80  of  the  In- 
habitants, 76  of  whom  were  bayonetted  in  cold  blood — ^that  his  home 
was  shot  under  him,  k  his  servant  killed  next  to  his  side.')  I  be- 
lieve he  is  not  bom  to  die  in  battle  himself,  but  in  Pomphiot  s  words, 
''  to  grace  the  gibbet  &  adorn  the  string.'' 

If  the  500  Troops  your  Excellency  mentions  should  be  ordered 
this  way,  I  hope  they  will  encamp  in  the  County  of  Bucks  in  prefer- 
ence to  that  of  Burlington  till  there  is  a  necessity  for  them  to  march 
fkrther  eastward.     I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  greatest  BsteenDii 
your  Excellency's 

most  humble  Servant, 

WIL.  LIVINGSTON. 
Directed^ 

Hb  Excellency,  Joseph  ileed,  Esqr. 


Pbes.  Reed  to  Uon.  C.  Hayes,  1781. 

Sir, 

Your  Letter  of  the  25th  Aug.f  came  duly  to  fl^and,  &  we  are  iony 
to  learn  that  you  have  experienced  a  Renewal  of  Distress  from  tba 
Savages  at  a  Time  when  we  hoped  you  would  have  been  as  effeetnal j 

*  New  London  burned,  Sept.  0,  1781.— See  Shaflus^  ToL  tl.^  p.  m 
t  8f  ptkge  368. 
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relieved  as  Oireomstaiieefl  would  admit.  The  Representations  made 
by  Col.  Lochry  s&  divers  others  Persons  of  Westmoreland,  received 
very  great  Weight  with  as  from  your  Conenrrenoe  which  we  most 
have  presumed  to  be  free  &  volantary,  &  upon  which  our  Approba- 
tion of  furnishing  Oen.  Clark  with  Men  was  founded.  We  are  sony 
to  learn  that  any  Degree  of  Compulsion  was  used  by  that  Gentle- 
man &  which  our  Letter  to  him  by  no  means  warranted,  having 
explicitly  countenanced  no  other  Service  by  the  Inhabitants  of  this 
State  but  what  was  voluntary.  How  far  this  Expedition  may  be 
calculated  to  promote  the  particular  Interests  of  Virginia  wc  cannot 
determinCi  but  it  seems  reasonable  to  conclude  that  as  the  same 
Tribes  of  Savages  which  annoy  that  State  commit  the  Depredations 
on  ours,  an  Expedition  ag^  them  must  be  of  Use  to  us  as  either  des- 
troying them  or  keeping  them  at  Home  to  defend  their  own  Country. 
lYe  hope  the  Event  will  shew  this  Opinion  to  be  just — if  not  we 
cannot  account  for  the  Conduct  of  many  of  the  Inhabitants  of  West- 
SDorelaod,  whose  safety  &  Interests  are  concerned  in  the  Security  of 
this  State.  You  observe  that  Col.  Broadhead  is  forming  an  Expe- 
dition against  these  very  Towns  which  we  do  not  perfectly  under- 
stand, ft  fear  it  will  produce  a  Clashing  of  Operations  ft  Interests 
injurious  to  the  eommon  Cause. 

We  are  sony  to  find  also  that  the  Election  of  Justices  for  Wash- 
ington County  has  not  been  harmonious,  had  the  Objections  come 
in  Season  it  is  probable  we  should  have  delayed  the  Commission^ 
but  the  Express  arrived  with  the  Returns  of  the  Election  made  on 
the  Day  appointed  by  Law,  ft  no  Objections  appearing  except  an 
Irregularity  in  one  Township,  we  issued  the  Commissions  for  the 
Persons  returned  to  us  as  highest  in  Votes  except  in  the  Case  of  the 
Township  above  menf,  wherein  we  directed  a  new  Election.  We 
bave  given  Mr.  Cooper  a  Commision  agreeable  to  your  Recommen- 
dation, ft  he  has  been  very  pressing  for  a  Sum  of  Money  to  pay  the 
Bangers  for  two  Months,  for  which  we  have  referred  him  to  you, 
and  if  there  is  no  Objection  the  Council  desire  you  would  out  of  the 
Money  you  took  up,  pay  the  Officers  &  privates  the  Pay  for  two 
Months.  We  have  the  Pleasure  to  inform  you  that  their  Money 
is  appreciated  to  two  for  one  ft  we  have  a  fair  Prospect  of  its  being 
better. 

We  have  agreeable  to  your  Desire  forwarded  a  Quantity  of  Cloth- 
ing for  the  use  of  Capt.  Stokele/s  Company,  ft  before  the  Winter 
sets  in  shall  send  a  further  Supply — At  present  we  could  do  no 
more  for  Want  of  Money,  the  new  Taxes  not  yet  coming  in.  Mr. 
Cooper  has  taken  Charge  of  it  ft  we  hope  it  will  prove  an  acceptable 
Supply.  The  Council  hope  you  will  not  fail  attending  this  Fall,  as 
the  Affair  of  the  new  County  will  in  a  special  manner  make  it  neces- 
sary to  have  your  Assistance. 

The  Vice  Presid*  having  inclosed  you  the  News  Papers,  I  have. 
only  to  add  on  this  Subject  that  our  publick  A&ixa  weax  t^  Y^Q%\«t- 
Vol-  IX— .18 
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oas  Aspect,  k  we  hope  every  Day  to  hear  of  L*  Gomwallis's* 
Borrender  to  Oen.  Washington. 

I  am  Sir,  with  much  Esteem, 

your  Obed.  Hbble. 
Dtrectedj 

Hon.  Christopher  Hayes,  Esq%  Member  of  Connoil  kc 
Indorsed, 
Sep.  14, 1781. 


pRES.  Reed  to  Capt,  Stokely,  1781. 

In  Council, 

Philada.,  Sept.  14,  1781. 
Sir, 

Your  Letter  of  the  4th  Aug.  came  safely  to  Hand,  &  we  hope  this 
will  find  you  safely  &  successfully  returned  from  your  Expedition. 
In  the  present  State  of  our  Treasury  it  is  impractible  to  afford  a 
farther  Supply  of  Cloathiog  than  we  have  sent  under  the  Care  of 
M'  Cooper,  viz.,  40  Shirts,  40  Overalls,  40  pair  Shoes  k  40  Woollen 
Wabtcoats.  We  hope  in  a  very  short  Time  to  have  a  farther  Stock 
&  then  you  may  depend  on  having  a  more  complete  Supply^  But 
as  the  Season  for  Action  is  now  over  k  the  Events  of  another  Year 
uncertain,  it  is  the  Sense  of  the  Council  that  no  more  Recruits  be 
raised  this  Fall,  as  it  will  only  subject  the  State  to  an  Expence  of 
Gloathing  &  Provisions  for  a  long  Winter  when  they  can  be  of  no 
Use  to  the  State.  Should  there  be  Occasion  next  Spring  we  appre- 
hend that  having  the  Company  organised  k  taking  it  up  early  there 
will  be  no  Difficulty  in  recruiting  the  Company  to  its  Establishment. 
Having  furnished  Mr.  Hayes,  our  Member  of  Council,  with  Money  for 
the  Use  of  the  County,  we  cannof  conceive  how  it  has  happened  that 
there  should  have  been  any  Distress  for  Provisions  unless  the  People 
refuse  to  take  the  Money.  But  this  would  be  to  suppose  them  re- 
ffardless  of  their  own  Safety  &  Interests,  as  the  Provisions  would  be 
for  the  immediate  Use  of  those  Men  who  are  raised  solely  for  their 
Protection  k  Defence.  I  have  the  Satisfaction  to  inform  you  that 
the  State  Money  is  now  appreciated  to  2  for  one,  k  we  flatter  our- 
selves a  very  short  Time  will  bring  it  to  Par. 

We  have  wrote  to  M'  Hayes  on  the  Subject  of  Provisions,  k  hope 
that  in  future  there  will  be  no  Complaints  on  this  Subject 
I  am,  Sir, 

your  Obed.  Hbble.  Serr. 

P.  S.    We  have  given  Mr.  Cooper  his  Gonmiasion  agreeable  to 
•your  Desire^  k  sent  the  Cloatbinff  under  hia  Care. 

*  He  surrendered  on  the  lOtk  Oetober. 


PENNSYLVANIA  AECniYES  178t.  40(7 

Pbbs.  Kked  to  County  Lieutbnakts,  1781. 

Sir, 

Tbe  Advices  jost  received  make  it  anDeoessarj  to  direct  the  Mardi 
of  tbe  Militia  so  soon  as  our  last  Orders  iotiroated,  you  will  tbero- 
fore  direct  that  tho'  we  could  wish  they  might  be  in  the  utmost 
Beadiuess,  they  do  not  march  till  farther  orders  are  actually  re- 
ceived for  that  Purpose. 

I  am,  &c. 

Dtrectetff 

GoL  Goates,  L^  of  the  County. 

Indorsed, 

1781,  September  15tb,To  the  Lieutenants  of  Counties  of  Philad% 
Bucks,  Chester,  Berks,  Lan',  York,  &  Cumb'. 


Pbbs.  Reed  to  Wm,  Bradford  Jr.,  Att'y  Gen.,  1781^ 

Sir, 

M'  Bright  the  Inspector  of  Flour  has  brought  us  a  few  Lines 
from  you  importing  that  Prize  Flour  is  not  liable  to  luspection. 
We  could  wish  you  to  review  tbe  Aot  of  Assembly  passed  5  April 
kst  &  particularly  tbe  1  lib  Sect,  which  seems  to  us  to  subject  all  Flour 
drsigBed  for  Eiportation  to  Examination.  And  as  tbe  Credit  of 
the  Staple  of  the  State  is  concerned  it  is  incumbent  on  us  to  use  all 
proper  Caution  against  Abuses.  As  Prize  Flour  will  not  at  a 
foreign  Port  be  distinguished  from  tbe  Produce  of  the  State  I  should 
apprehend  the  Reason  &  Merit  of  tbe  Law  militates  a&  strongly  ag^ 
its  Exportation 'Without  the  Ezamioation  as  any  other.  Your  Candour 
will  I  am  persuaded  excuse  th#Trouble  I  give  you  &  am  with 
much  Esteem, 

Sir,  your  obed. 

&  very  Hbble.  Ser*. 

Indorsed, 

1781,  September  15tb.  To  Wm.  Bradford,  jun'r,  Esq'r,  Att'y 
Gen'l. 


Wm.  Bradford  Jr.,  Att'y  Gbn.  to  Pres.  Rbed,  1781. 

Sept.  15, 1781,  Saturday,  1  o'Clock. 
Dear  Sir,  .  .  .     ^ 

I  have  this  moment  received  your  Letter  respecting  the  opinion  I 
gave  respecting  prise  flour  &  the  construction  which  f  conoeUedtJx^ 
aot  of  Anemblj  should  receive. 
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After  premisiog  that  the  opinion  I  gave  was  not  given  in  mj 
official  oharacter,  and  one  which  M'  Bright  should  disregard  if  he 
thinks  proper,  &  which  if  wrong  shoold  not  prevent  his  sueing  for 
the  forfeittre  imposed  by  the  act,  I  beg  leave  to  laj  before  jour 
Excellency  the  reasons  which  induced  ine  to  be  of  that  opinion 
which  I  delivered  M'  Carson. 

I  consider  the  law  as  a  penal  one,  and  as  restrictitb  of  a  natural 
flghty  and  which  therefore  ought  not  be  extended  unnecessarily. 
That  the  directions,  respecting  the  Bolters  of  flour  *'  residing  in  this 
province,"  Bakers  of  Bread,  Millers  delivering  invoices,  &c%  Carts 
&  waggons  used  for  hauling  the  flour  and  several  other  parts,  all 
seem  to  have  a  reference  to  flour  made  in  this  State,  and  there 
seemed  to  me  a  manifest  impropriety  in  putting  the  arms  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania  on  foreign  flour  be  its  fineness  ever  so  great. 
I  am  sensible  that  the  spirit  of  the  law  would  justify  some  latitude 
in  construction,  but  from  the  general  tenor  was  inclined  to  think 
that  the  case  of  Prize  flour,  was  casus  omissus,  &  as  such  not  re- 
stricted in  its  exportation.  And  to  prevent  frauds  I  added,  that  it 
ought  to  h^  properly  certified  to  be  priie  flour. 

The  Act  of  Assembly  to  which  your  Excellency  alludes  passed 
the  5th  April  last,  I  believe  does  not  commence  in  its  operation 
until  the  1st  October.  Not  having  that  aot  by  me,  I  cannot  be 
positive. 

I  will  acknowledge  however  that  th^  opinion  I  gave  was  done  in 
the  hurry  of  business  &  in  haste ;  I  am  willing  to  review  it,  and  at 
any  rate  would  advise  M'  Carson  not  to  insist  upon  it  if  Council 
sbonld  think  the  interest  of  the  state  injured  by  it^  k  direct  Mr. 
Bright  to  exact  the  forfeiture. 
In  great  haste 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

your  l^eellency's 

most  obed.  Servt, 

W.  BRADFORD,  Jun. 
Directedj 
"His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed,  Esq'r,  In  Council. 


Pees.  Reed  to  Wm.  Bradford  Jr.,  Att'y  Gen.,  1781, 

Dear  Sir, 

We  received  yonr  Answer  to  our  Letter  of  this  morning  k  ihtf 
the  Aot  refered  to  does  not  Uke  Place  till  the  1st  Ootober  the 
Words  of  the  Law  passed  19th  Jan.,  1788  k  Feb.  21, 1767,  wkioh  an 

Bin  Foroa,  being  exactly  in  the  same  worda  the  Reasoning  will 
d  if  jnst  in  itself.    Yonr  Construction  of  the  6pefttion  of  the 
Imw  B0  rwtricted  to  !Sloar  made  in  the  State  we  apprehend  wQl  bo 
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too  Btriot  when  it  is  oonBidered  what  a  great  Proportioo  of  Flour 
exported  from  PeDnajlvania  is  reallj  the  Produce  of  the  Neigh- 
boring Statei  &  we  cannot  bat  think  the  Aasi^  most  allwajs  have 
intended  to  subject  that  Flour  to  equal  Inspection  with  our  own. 
We  would  also  remark  that  in  other  Acts  of  Ass)^  when  Prize  Gooda 
fill!  under  Consideration  they  are  specially  excepted  as  in  the  Ael 
for  Trade  &  Navigation  &  that  the  Omission  in  the  present  CHmo 
will  afford  an  Argument  in  favor  of  Inspectors  Claims. 

We  are  indeed  of  Opinion  that  the  Exportation  of  this  Flour 
uninspebted  will  be  prejudicial  to  the  State  in  a  Point  of  consider- 
able Importance  &  therefore  hope  Mr.  Carson  will  submit  it  to  Mr. 
Bright'a  Examination. 

lam  Sir, 

your  obed.  hbble  ser. 
Indarsedf 
September  15tb,  1781. 


Pab8.  Bbed  to  Offigkbs  op  Laud  Oppicb,  1781. 

Qentlemen, 

In  Consequence  of  the  Applications  made  to  you  by  Robert  Pat* 
ton  &  others  for  15.000  Acres  of  Land — William'%arr  k  others  for 
divers  Tracts  in  Westmoreland—-^  Alex'  Power  for  Land  in  Cum< 
berland,  and  in  which  you  have  desired  the  Direction  of  the  CouncU, 
we  have  considered  the  several  Acts  of  Aasembly  creating  the  Land 
Office,  and  are  of  Opinion  that  there  is  no  Judicial  or  authoritative 
Power  vested  in  us  by  those  acts  either  to  determine  upon  the 
Rights  of  Claimants  to  Warrants  of  Survey,  or  to  judge  between 
contending  Claimants  to  the  same  Location.  In  the  former  Case 
before  the  Revolution  the  Proprietary  in  Virtue  of  his  Title  to  tho 
Soil  granted  or  refused  the  Order  of  Survey  at  Discretion,  leaving 
any  one  who  deemed  himself  aggrieved  to  his  Remedy  at  Law, 
which  was  usually  taken  by  a  private  Survey  made,  i  then  an 
Ejectment  brought  or  a  Possession  taken,  in  which  the  title  was 
determined  in  an  action  of  Trespass. — The  private  Interest  of  the 
Proprietor,  which  might  be  naturally  supposed  to  byass  him  & 
refuse  just  &  reasonable  Chums  would  not  admit  of  any  other  Mode 
of  Determination,  but  as  that  Interest  no  longer  exists  there  cannot 
be  the  same  Objection  to  institute  a  summary  Mode  of  Decision. 
Wo  would  therefore  recommend  it  to  you  to  make  a  Representation 
to  the  Hon.  Honse  of  Assembly  of  the  Difficulties  occurring  in  the 
Offioe  for  want  of  some  proper  &  competent  authority  to  decide  in 
anA  Gnaes.  There  appears  to  us  to  be  many  cogent  Reasons  why 
this  aothority  ahould  not  be  vested  in  the  Supreme  Executive 
Ooaneili  arisrag  as  well  from  the  Constitution  of  th«  SWa^^Xa^ 
kaa.Mrafullj  Mjpwated  the  eiSontive  from  the  LefftfSU&^^tb  V^d^tf^ 
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Powers,  as  from  the  Impropriety  of  ftcoumolatiDg  Busidcss  on  the 
Conneil  Board  not  imposed  on  them  by  the  Form  of  Gk>vemment. 
We  would  also  observe  that  Determinations  affecting  the  landed 
Interest  of  the  State  are  of  the  most  important  Nature,  &  should  be 
uniform  k  oonsistent|  whereas  the  Council  being  necessarily  changed 
every  three  Years,  contrary  Rules  &  Regulations  will  be  introduced 
which  must  eventudly  prevent  that  Stability  of  Title  so  necessary 
for  the  Cultivation  k  Improvement  of  a  Young  Country.  To  this 
it  may  be  added  that  during- the  War,  k  probably  for  some  Time 
afUrwards,  the  Council  will  not  be  able  to  devote  the  Time  neces- 
sary to  hear  k  judge  between  the  contending  Parties  without  Preju- 
dice to  the  proper  Duties  k  Business  of  the  Board,  k  it  will  be  found 
very  inconvenient  k  expensive  for  Persons  to  attend  from  distant 
Parts  of  the  State,  waiting  the  Leisure  of  the  Board  to  hear  their 
Pretensions.  We  apprehend  also  that  the  Exercise  of  the  Power 
given  in  this  lufltanoe,  k  the  Conduct  of  the  Judges  should  be  sub- 
ject to  the  Control  k  Inquiry  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State 
as  in  other  Cases;  but  this  cannot  be  if  vested  in  the  Council,  who, 
holding  their  Seats  immediately  from  the  highest  Authority,  viz. — 
from  the  Choice  of  the  People,  cannot  be  subjected  to  the  Examina- 
tion or  Tryal  of  any  other  Body,  either  inferior  or  equal.  These 
Reasons,  together  with  the  Silence  of  both  Acts  of  Assembly  on 
this  Point,  induce  the  Council  to  decline  assuming  any  Judicial 
Power  in  the  CtJfk  referred  to  us  from  the  Land  Office.  But  we 
think  it  proper  to  advise  you  not  to  proceed  in  those  Cases,  especially 
00  the  Requisition  for  the  15,000  Acres  by  Robert  Patton  k  otheri 
until!  you  have  made  the  Representation  above  recommended,  least 
ft  dangerous  Precedent  may  be  introduoed. 
I  am  Gent, 

Your  Obed.  k 

very  Hbble.  serv. 
Ikdonedf 

178 ly  September  15th.    To  Messrs.  Lukens,  Kennedy  and  John- 
Bton,  Officers  of  the  Land  Office. 


Michael  Huffnaols  to  Pres.  Beed,  1781. 

Sir, 

I  will  engage  to  supply  the  Militia  of  Bedford  and  Westmoreland 
k  the  two  Rangin  Oompanya  upon  the  nme  termi  the  Oontinental 
Troops  ate  supply'd  (br,  whiob  is  as  low  ■•  can  be  ezpaotod,  eonrid- 
ering  the  price  of  Salt  and  Carriages.  Mr.  Morria  has  fimiah'd 
me  with  some  aapply'Sy  whioh  will  enable  me,  by  getlinc  oim  hiui« 
dndpound§  in  advance,  to  supply  such  Militia  as  mav  be  Oidersd 
imio  mnioe  ihr  thiee  MonUia  'wUhA^  to)  CukUmt  mgpj*    I  csptel 
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to  leave  Town  to  Morrow  Evening,  should  your  Exoellency  have 
any  GommancUi  to  the  Westward  I  shall  think  myself  happy  to  be 
the  Bearer. 

I  have  the  Honor 

to  be  your  Excellency's 

most  Ob'  Hbfe.  ServS 

MICH,  HUFFNAGLE, 
Sept'  15**,  178L 
Directed^ 

His  Exoellenoy  Joseph  Reed.  Esq',  Present 


Bbsolution  of  CoNaRBsa,  1781. 

In  Congress,  Sept  17th,  1781. 
A  letter  of  this  day  from  the  president  of  the  supreme  executive 
Gounoil  of  Pensylvania  was  read,  with  an  enolosed  extract  of  a  letter 
of  14  from  the  Governor  of  New  Jersey. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  Com'te  of  three,  who 
are  instructed  to  oonfer  with  the  supreme  exeoutive  Council  of  Pen- 
fylvania  on  the  subject 

The  members  Mr.  Bondbot|  Mr.  Atlee,  Mr.  Yamnm. 

Extract  from  the  minutes. 
CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'.* 


Proposals  for  Supplies— Wm.  Cook  to  Council,  1781. 

Gentlemen, 

I  propose  to  Supply  the  Troops  at  Sunbury  for  nine  pence  ^ 
Ration,  provided  nesoessary  escorts  are  Granted  for  the  Conveying 
provisions,  and  if  any  part  of  them  are  taken  by  the  Enemy  or  the 
Salt  provisions  should  Spoil  without  any  neglect  or  misconduct  of 
the  Contractor  that  an  allowance  be  made  to  the  full  Value  thereof, 
the  first  payment  to  be  made  in  three  months  but  if  a  longer  time 
is  required  it  will  be  given,  and  payments  afterwards  to  be  every 
three  months. 

am  Gent,  with  great  respect 

your  very  humble  servt., 

WILL-  COOK. 
Northumberland,  19th  Sept.,  1781. 

N.  B.    Should  these  Terms  be  accepted  off,  Mr.  Hepburn  will 
wait  on  Council  to  convey  me  a  letter. 
Directed^ 

Tq  The  Hon'ble  the  Supreme  Executive  Coundl  of  Pennsylvania^ 

•  See  CoL  Ree.^  toL  Xni.»^.  ^. 
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Pbes.  Rked  to  Spbakeb  of  Absshblt,  1781. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  September  19th,  1781. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  inclose  you  some  advices  received  this 
morning  from  New  Jersey,  and  also  to  inform  you  that  Colonel 
Ogden  from  Elizabeth  Town,  who  has  attended  in  Council,  has 
gi?en  assurances  that  the  intelligence  comes  from  persons  who  may  be 
depended  on,  and  corresponds  with  his  own  opinion  and  observation. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  acquaint  the  Honorable  House,  that  at 
present  there  is  no  Law  in  force  for  calling  forth  Waggons  or  pro- 
curing other  Transportation  either  for  Troops  which  may  take  the 
field  agreeable  to  the  Requisition  of  Congress,  or  to  remove  in  case 
of  necessity  the  public  Records ;  or  to  provide  any  means  of  subnst- 
enoe  for  such  Troops,  or  the  prisoners  of  War  who  may  be  hastily 
removed.  It  is  also  questionable,  how  far  there  is  sufficient  legal 
authority,  to  call  forth  more  than  four  Classes  of  Militia,  or  appro- 
priate any  monies  however  ereat  the  emerffcnce.  These  and  other 
important  considerations  will  necessarily  demand  the  attention  of 
the  House,  if  the  present  advices  shall  be  deemed  to  denote  any 
design  against  this  state. 

Sir,  with  much  esteem, 

Tour  obedient  and  very  humUe  servanty 

JOS.  REED,  President. 
Directed^  v 

To  the  Hon'ble  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly. 


Ssc'y  Matlack  to  Officers  on  Rehoval   of  Bbcords. 

1781. 

Philad-,  Sept'  19, 1781. 
Sir, 

The  enemy  at  N.  York  being  in  motion  &  the  object  they  have;  in 
view  uncertun,  the  Council  are  of  opinion,  that  prodenoe  requina 
so  much  precaution  on  the  part  of  the  state  as  to  have  the  pablio 
records,  books  and  papers  in  condition  to  be  sent,  off  whenever  it 
shall  beeome  necessary,  you  are  therefore  to  hate  those  mder  your 
eare  in  readiness  to  be  lemoved  at  the  shortest  notice. 
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Toa  are  to  consider  this  order  as  confidential  and  give  as  little 
alarm  to  t)ie  CUizens  w  pomible. 

By  order  of  Council. 

T.  MATLACK,  setfr. 

Directed^ 

To  Treasurer  of  the  state,  D.  Rittenhonse. 
The  Bagister  of  wills,  Philad%  a  Morris. 

Beoorder  J.  Morris,  Jr. 

Pkothonotary  of  Snpream  Oonrty  K  Bard. 

of  Common  Pleas,  Philad%  J.  B.  Smith. 
Smreyor  Oeneral,  John  Lukens,  Esqr. 
Board  of  aoooontSi  John  Shea  &  others. 

Clerk  of  Assembly,  Sam'l  Sterrett  (with  a  Note  <'  I  suppose  the 
library  to  be  nnder  yonr  Care.'')* 


iNSTRUonoKS  P&BS.  Bbsd  TO  Akd&hw  Hiqgiks,  1781.  ^ 

Tour  are  to  proeeed  with  all  Expedition  to  that  Part  of  Cape  May 
from  which  you  can  make  the  best  observation  of  any  Fleets  coming 
into  Delaware  Bay,  Should  you  disoover  a  Fleet  making  towards  the 
Bay  you  will  endeayoor  to  ascertain  their  numbers  k  then  imme- 
diately send  off  Intelligenoe  to  this  City,  k  at  the  same  Time  employ 
tome  Person  to  watch  Uieir  modons  from  the  Land  Side  giving  lufbr- 
nation  to  the  Council  of  this  State  from  lime  to  Time  of  their 
Progress  ft  Proceedings.  All  your  reasonable  Bzpence  of  whioh 
you  will  keep  an  account  will  be  defrayed  by  the  Coiuioit  &  you  will 
receive  a  reasonable  Compensation  for  your  own  Trouble.  In  Case 
you  employ  any  other  Expresses  you  are  desired  to  make  a  fixed 
Bargain  with  them  ft  if  to  be  paid  here  inform  us  what  yau  have 
agTMd  for.  If  any  opportunities  offer  without  Expence  you  will 
write  to  us  whether  you  discover  any  Thing  or  not,  ft  let  us  know 
where  you  are  to  be  found.  All  the  weU  afifected  Inhabitants  of 
New  Jersey  are  desired  to  give  you  such  aid  as  you  may  want  in 
this  Service. 

JOS.  SEED,  President 
Philad.  Sept.  20, 1781. 

•  See  Col.  Beo.,  Vol.  xm.,  p.  62. 
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P&ss.  Reed  to  Robbbt  Morbis,  1781. 

Sir, 

The  advioes  Teoeived  &  the  general  opinion  of  the  Intentions  of 
the  Enemy  with  the  sense  of  Congress  on  this  snhject  have  indaced 
US  to  permit  the  militia  to  assemble  according  to  originkd  orders. 
We  shoald  therefore  be  obliged  to  yoa  for  Information^  what  Assis- 
tance  yoa  can  give  ns  in  providing  for  them.  The  Demands  on  us 
which  are  proper  to  the  State  on  this  occasion  will  be  so  nameroos 
tc  heavy  &  our  Treasury  so  low  that  we  fear  our  Difficulties  will  be 
insurmountable  if  we  cannot  receive  some  aid  in  this  particular. 
Some  of  the  Militia  are  already  on  the  March  to  Newtown  so  Uiat 
we  beg  to  be  favoured  with  an  answer  as  soon  as  possible. 
I  am  Sir,  with  much  Esteem  &  Oonsiderationy 

Your  obed.  Hbble.  Serv. 


Indartedf 
Sep.  20,  1781. 


J.B. 


BoBEBT  MoBBis  TO  Pbes.  Rbeb,  1781. 

Office  of  Fmance,  Sepb.  20th,  1781. 
Sir, 

I  am  honoured  with  your  Excellency's  Letter  of  this  date,  and 
most  sincerely  wish  my  situation  was  such  as  to  justify  a  promito  of 
•id,  equal  to  the  present  necessities,  I  mean  the  necessities  that  will 
be  created  by  the  call  of  militia  at  this  time,  but  unluckily  the  late 
movements  of  the  army  have  so  entirely  drained  me  of  money,  that  I 
have  been  obliged  to  pledge  my  personal  Credit  very  deeply  in  a 
variety  of  instances,  besides  borrowing  money  from  my  Friends  and 
advancing  to  promote  the  public  Service,  every  Shilling  of  my  own, 
In  this  situation,  I  was  preparing  an  application  to  the  Honoorb*. 
Oouncil  &  Assembly  for  relief  from  my  advances  for  the  State  of 
Pensylvania,  and  this  will  be  the  more  necessary,  as  this  alarm 
whilst  it  lasts  will  cut  of  all  possibility  of  recruiting  the  Twunrj. 
Those  who  possess  hard  money  will  keep  it,  and  those  who  have 
•Demands  will  become  more  eager  for  payment,  therefore  all  I  can 
promise  is  the  use  of  my  credit,  and  an  exertion  if  any  influence  I 
may  have  in  favour  of  such  measures  as  may  be  deemed  necessary, 
at  the  same  Ume  I  do  not  recede  from  my  first  opinion,  that  the 
Enemy  do  not  meditate  an  attack  on  this  wy. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Your  Bxeellencys  most  obedt  hble.  Serv. 

BOBT.  MORRI& 

Eis  ExceUenoj  The  President  of  the  State  of  Penqrivaaia. 
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Pbbs.  Bssd  to  Cap.  Sam.  Morbis  of  thb  Light  Horbi. 

1781. 

Sir, 

The  advioes  reoMved  are  of  flo  serious  a  Nature  to  this  City,  ThMi 
I  think  it  adviseable  the  Troop  of  Light  Horse  should  be  in  Bea^- 
Dess  to  move  upon  the  shortest  Notice,  It  is  hoped  therefore  that  no 
Member  of  the  Troops  will  leave  the  City  on  any  private  Business 
&  it  will  be  expected  that  every  one  not  actually  disabled  by  Sick*, 
ness  will  attend  this  interesting  CalL 
I  am  Sir, 
Your  obed.  Hbble.  Servt. 

J.  REED,  IVest. 

Gapt  Morris  Commandt.  of  the  Troop  of  the  City  Troop  of  Light 
Horse. 

jHdortedf 
Sept  20  178L 


Pbbs.  Bbbb  to  Committbb  of  Assbmblt,  1781. 

Sir, 

I  find  some  (Gentlemen  so  doubtful  of  the  Power  to  eollect  Knes 
for  Delinquency  under  the  militia  Law  in  Case  they  should  be  called 
out  bv  Battalions  under  the  25th  Sect  of  the  MUitia  Law,  that  I 
leg  Leave  to  recommend  an  Addition  to  the  5th  Resolve,  to  the 
E&ct  that  all  Delinquents  be  subject  to  the  same  fines  &  PenaltieB 
as  in  other  Gases  when  called  forth  in  Glasses.  If  the  Militia  of  the 
City  are  called  forth  it  must  be  by  Battalion^  &  it  will  be  unreason- 
able that  those  who  'refuse  to  bear  a  Part  in  the  publick  Defence 
should  be  excused  a  Share  of  the  publick  Burthen. 

Since  writinff  the  above  I  have  received  the  Resolves  of  the  House, 
so  that  I  would  suggest  an  additional  Resolve  to  the  above  Effect, 
&  I  would  earnestly  entreat  that  a  Temporary  Law  may  pass  corres- 
ponding with  the  above  Resolves  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  am  Sir, 

your  Obed.  &  very  HbbL  Serv.| 

J.  R. 

Indan§df 

1781,  September  20th,  To  Sharpe  Delany,  Esq^i  Ohaicmiui  ^t 
Oom^  of  Assembly. 
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Pbbs.  Reed  to  Capt.  Boys,  1781. 

Sir, 

I  would  winh  you  immediately  to  inform  me  what  heavy  Ordnance 
we  have,  the  particular  calibre,  &  where  they  are — ^What  fixed  Am- 
munition there  may  be  for  them — &  what  Time  it  will  take  to  ecjoip 
4  or  5  Flats  so  as  to  more  on  the  River  in  Oase  of  Necessity. 
I  am  in  Haste, 

yonr  Obed.  Hbble  Serr., 

J.  R. 
Indoned, 

Sept.  20, 1781. 
DirecUdf 
Capt  Boys. 


Fbes.  Reed  to  Robert  Mobbis,  1781. 

Sir, 

In  the  present  Situation  of  Affairs  I  should  be  happy  in  being 
assisted  with  your  eood  Judgment  &  Advice  in  forming  such  Ar* 
rangements  as  may  dc  most  effectual  for  drawing  forth  the  Strength 
&  Resources  of  the  State  in  the  most  effectual  Manner  &  concertmg 
•  previous  general  Plan  for  this  Purpose  &  defending  this  Gitv. 

I  shall  therefore  beg  the  Favour  of  your  Company  in  Market 
Street  at  1  o'Clock,  to  meet  a  few  other  Oentlemen  proper  to  be 
consulted  on  such  an  Occasion. 

I  am  Sir  with  much  Esteem, 

yonr  Obed.  &  very  HbbL  Serv. 
Jndanedj 

1781,  September  21st,  To  Honble  Robt  Morris,  Honblo  Board 
ol  War,  and  others. 


Pbes.  of  Cokgbess  to  Pbbs.  ^bed,  1781. 

(Circular.) 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  your  Excellency  two  Acts  of  Congress 
of  the  8 let  August  and  14th  September  instant,  for  your  informa* 
tion  in  matters  relating  to  the  Consular  &  Vice-Consular  powers ; 
and  am,  with  the  highest  respect, 
yonr  EzotUencgr's 

most  Obedient 

Uumble  Serv*, 

THO.  H-KBAN, : 
PUladalphia,  21st  Sep^,  178L 
J?Awatif,—Hia  Ezeellenoy,  the  President  of  J 
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By  the  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled. 

Septem'  14tli;  1781. 
Besolvedi 

That  until  the  ratifieation  of  some  Convention  between  his  most 
Christian  Majesty  and  the  United  States  eonceming  Vice  Consnhr 
power,  eyer^  Vioe  Consul  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty  shall  upon 
the  application  of  the  Consul  appointing  him,  to  the  Supreme  Exeeu* 
tiTO  power  of  the  State  to  which  he  may  be  sent|  receive  the  Exe- 
quatur in  like  form  with  the  Exequatur  delivered  to  a  Consul  Mutalb 
Mutandisi  and  thereupon  the  same  proceedings  shall  be  sad  with 
respect  to  publication. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 


,    Pubs.  Bebd  to  Robbbt  Mo&ris,  1781. 

Sir, 

Afier  deliberating  upon  the  best  Mode  of  supplying  the  Militia 
with  Provisions  wo  are  of  Opinion  that  the  Revival  of  Commission- 
en  of  Pnrohases  will  be  attended  with  manv  Inoonvenionciesy  en- 
hance Prices,  &  affect  your  Plan  of  Sopply  by  Contraot,  whieb  ii 
certainly  most  beneficiid  to  the  publick  k  certain  to  the  the  Troops. 
We  would  therefore  refer  it  to  your  Consideration  whether  it  will 
not  be  best  for  you  to  assume  the  Direction  of  it  in  this  Case,  &  we 
on  our  Parts  will  engase  to  furnish  you  with  Money  from  Time  to 
Time  to  perform  any  Engagements  you  may  enter  into  on  their 
Account  This  we  Uiink  we  can  now  perform  from  the  Taxes  ool- 
leeting.  There  will  also  be  a  fiurther  Advantage  that  should  it  be 
proper  to  dismiss  the  Militia  at  an  early  Bay,  as  we  hope  will  be  the 
Case,  the  Expence  will  cease  immediately,  whereas  the  necessary 
Arrangements  in  the  other  Mode  of  Supplies  on  Hand  as  well  as 
the  contingent  Charges  always  create  &  continue  Expence. 
Indor$ed, 

1781,  September  22nd,  To  Honble  Robert  Morris,  Esquire, 
Superintendant  of  Finance. 


.  Coin  Apam  Hublst  to  Fbbs.  Besd,  1781. 

Lancaster,  Sept.  22ndy  1781. 
Sir, 

I  received  your  Excellency's  favour  of  the  19th  instant  late  last 
Evening,  and  bave  in  consequence  thereof  directed  the  three  Classes 
of  Militia  (ordered  on  the  11th  instant,  and  countermanded  on  the 
15th,)  to  Rendezvous  at  this  place  on  the  26th  instant,  andL  uttorip^ 
for  Newtown;  in  Buckf  County. 
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From  the  general  Bcfractory  spirit  of  the  Militia  I  have  reason 
to  expect  considerable  trouble  before  I  get  them  ofif,  owins  to  the 
want  of  Nap-sacks,  blankets,  Arms  &  Accoutrements,  of  which 
Articles  we  are  intirely  destitute. 

Council  will  please  to  take  notice  that  a  few  weeks  from  now  will 
complete  the  Tour  of  the  Guards  staUoned  here.  •  Some  of  the 
Connties  I  am  informed  are  considerably  in  Arrears  (Lancaster 
County  having  fumish'd  seven  Classes  since  last  November)— as 
Coancil  is  best  acquainted  with  the  details  of  the  Militia,  I  must 
beg,  should  my  information  be  well  founded,  they  would  order  a  relief 
from  suA  place  as  they  shall  think  proper.  The  distresses  occa- 
sioned by  the  frequent  Call  in  this  County  is  indeed  alarming.  The 
scarcity  of  Money  &  small  demand  for  produce  oblige  us  to  Levy  & 
sell  for  the  fines  incur'd  by  many  people  (well  affected)  whose 
situation  would  by  no  means  allow  them  to  turn  out  when  thereto 
required.  And  what  is  more  Alarming  is  the  disposing  of  ffoods 
for  less  than  a  tenth  part  of  its  value  (people  being  in  general  pre- 
judiced against  buying  goods  seized  by  virtue  of  the  Militia  Law) 
so  that  goods  to  the  value  of  a  hundred  pounds  must  be  sold  to  pay 
eight  or  ten  pounds, — and  so  in  proportion. 

If  Council  can  posubl  v  avoid  calling  on  us  for  more  Militia  for 
some  time  to  come,'  it  will  not  only  put  a  stop  to  the  present  great 
murmurings,  but  give  general  satisfaction. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  the  greatest  respect, 

your  ob*  &  very  h'  serv., 

AD-  HUBLET,  J,  D  L'  C^ 

Directedy 

(On  public  service.) 

His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed,  Esqifire,  President  of  Penns*, 
Philad*. 


RoBT.  MoBBis  TO  P&ES.  Rbed,  1781. 

Mr.  Morris  presents  his  Compliments  to  His  Excellency,  the 
President  of  the  State.  He  reo'd  his  Exc/s  letter  of  yesterday 
just  as  he  was  going  out  of  Town,  &  this  morning  he  has  not  been 
able  to  see  some  persons  he  thinks  it  necessary  to  converse  with  rela- 
tive to  the  supplies  before  he  gives  a  positive  answer,  but  at  same 
time  he  has  little  doubt  of  being  able  to  comply  with  the  wishes  of 
Council  in  that  respect 

Sunday  momin|^ 

Indanedf 
Sept.  23, 1781. 

Direeteif 

Bia  EzeeUenej,  the  Preadent  of  Pensjlvania. 


PENNSYLVANIA  AE0HIVE8  1781.  419 


Instructions  of  Congrbss  to  Brig.  Genl.  Irwin,  1781. 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  Ajsembled. 

SeptemW  24"^,  1781. 
Besolvedy 

That  Brig'  Gen^  Irwin  be  and  he  is  hereby  ordered  to  repair 
forthwith  to  Fort  Pitt  and  take  upon  himaelf  the  Command  of  that 
Garrison  nntil  farther  orders. 

That  Brig*  Gen^  Irwin  be  and  hereby  is  authorised  and  direeted 
to  arrange  tne  troops  whioh  oompoee  the  Garrison  of  Fort  Pitt  and 
its  dependencies  in  sooh  manncg^  as  to  retain  no  more  Officers  than 
are  absolutely  necessary  for  Uie  number  of  non  Commissioned 
officers  and  privates  at  those  posts. 

That  Briff'  Qen^  Irwin  be  and  hereby  is  snthorised  and  directed 
to  arrange.Uie  Staff  Departments  within  his  command  so  as  to  retain 
no  more  Officers  or  persons  in  those  Departments  than  the  Seryice 
absolutely  demands.  That  he  be  and  hereby  is  fiirther  impowered 
to  call  in  from  time  to  time  such  aids  of  Militia  as  may  be  necessary 
for  the  defence  of  the  post  under  his  command  and  the  protectioB  of 
the  Country.  And  for  this  purpose  the  Executives  of  the  States  of 
Virginia  and  Pennsylvania  are  requested  to  direct  the  proper  officers 
of  the  Militia  in  their  respective  States  to  obey  such  cnrders  as  they 
shall  receive  from  time  to  time/rom  Brig*  Gen' Irwin  for  the  purpose 
afbresaid. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y.* 


Robert  Morris  to  Prbs.  Rbbd,  1781. 

Office  of  Finance, 

Septb'  24%  1781. 
Sir, 

In  Consequence  of  the  Letter  which  your  Excellency  did  me  the 
honor  to  write  the  22d  ins^f  in  .Council,  I  have  had  a  conference 
with  the  Contractors  /or  supplying  this  Post  with  Rations,  'and 
have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  tbt  they  are  ready  to  undeitJce 
the  supplies  of  Provision  to  the  militia  now  called  into  service,  and 
to  attend  them  for  that  purpose  to  whatever  part  they  March  or 
move;  therefore  I  will  send  then  to  receive  your  orders  whenever 
you  think  it  necessary,  and  I  suppose  it  will  be  proper  that  thcT 
should  be  informed  of  the  number  of  Rations  that  will  be  requiredi 

*  See  letter  frop  Pre^dent  of  Congress  accompanying  thi8--0c^VM«t  %^ 
1781.  r    /    o  ^ 

t  See  pace  417. 
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and  the  Place  of  Rendevous.     I  have  assured  them  of  panctoal  pay- 
meaty  depending  on  your  assurances  on  that  head. 

At  the  same  time  that  I  determine  to  give  every  aid  in  my  power 
to  the  measuies  of  Oovemment,  I  cannot  help  expressing  my  hopes 
that  the  present  Circumstances  and  intelligence  will  admit  of  the 
Militia  being  with  propriety  dismissed^  as  I  think  it  venr  evident 
the  Enemy  do  not  mean  any  attack  on  this  State^  and  I  dread  to 
have  its  Funds  unnecessarily  exhausted. 
With  great  Beepeot^ 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  Excellency's  Most  Obed*  Servant, 

ISOBT.  MOBBIS. 
Direetedf 
His  Excellency  JeP  Seed,  Esq%  Preud^  of  the  State  of  Penaylv*. 


F&BS.  Bebd  to  Delegates  in  Congress,  1781. 

Gentlemen:  - 

A  Number  of  Persona  who  have  gone  into  Service  with  their 
Teams  on  an  urgent  Requisition  of  Congress  have  frequently  impor- 
tuned this  Boaj^  for  aj  Compensation. — We  referred  them,  as  has 
been  the  constant  Usage,  to  the  Quarter  Master  Goneral|  who  has 
settled  their  Accounts,  but  is  unable  to  make  Payment.  The  Dia- 
tresses  of  the  People,  now  called  on  for  their  Taxes,  are  very  great, 
&  unless  some  Relief  is  given  we  fear  it  will  have  a  very  unhappy 
Effect  on  the  Country  in  Case  Wageons  should  be  wanted  on  any 
Emergency.  We  are  very  sensible  that  the  Means  of  satisfying  the 
the  publick  Demands  are  not  equal  to  the  Desires  of  the  Hon.  Con- 
gress to  do  Justice  to  the  many  who  have  Demands*  of  a  public 
Nature — but  we  are  of  Opinion  this  Demand  under  present  Circum- 
stances is  worthy  of  particular  notice,  and  the  rather  as  the  Prices 
are  settled  in  Specie,  &  the  Distresses  of  the  People  induce  them 
to  offer  to  receive  it  in  State  Money — which  this  Board  will 
advance  upon  any  Order  drawn  in  favour  of  the  Quarter  Master 
k  credited  to  the  State  in  the  general  Account. — ^This  we  hope  will 
obviate  all  Difficulties,  &  must  request  you  if  consistent  with  your 
Judgment  to  support  the  Application  with  your  utmost  Interest. 

I  am  Sir. 

P.  8.  Col.  Miles  having  rendered  Aoaooni  of  tkeir  Ser^ae,  aa 
he  inftmns  os  it  is  not  neoessaiT  to  enter  into  fiffther  Detail^  but  he 
estimates  it  to  as  at  about  iESOOO. 

Adcrsedf 

September  24, 1781. 
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PftjBS.  Bbbb  to  the  Wagon  Mastsrs,  1781, 

Sir, 

Paraiiairt  to  the  Beiolves  ioolosed  you  are  hereby  required  to  call 
forth  &  forward  to  this  City  Waggons  with  proper  Drivers. 

And  itt  Case  of  Need  to  impress  HorsesTwaggons  &  Oears.  Yoo 
will  therefore  immediately  forward  your  OHers  to  your  seTenl 
Beputiea  or  sooh  other  Penkms  as  you  may  think  necessary  &  who 
wiu  exert  themeelvea  on  this  important  Service,  For  which  yon  h 
all  Persons  concerned  will  receiye  a  suitable  Compensation.  As 
this  is  a  great  &  important  Occasion  &  pobably  the  hat  Exertion  of 
this  Nature  which  may  be  required  it  is  not  doubted  but  you  will 
exert  yourself  equal  to  the  Necessity  of  the  Case. 

I  am- Sir, 

your  obed.  Hb'ble  ser., 

J.  REED. 

f    To  Waggon  Master  of  the  County  of 
September  24th,  1781. 


V.  P.  MooRB  TO  Col.  Lewis,  1781. 

In  Council,  Sept.  25, 1781. 
ffir, 

The  IncWd  Letter  when  you  have  perus'd,  you'll  Please  to  for- 
ward by  Express  to  Col.  Smith,  Lieutenant  of  Chester  County, 
you'll  likewise  by  Express  Inform  CoL  Cheney  &  Col.  Orono  of  the 
Contents. 
Directed^    Col.  Lewis. 


V.  P.  MooRB  TO  CoL*  RoBT.  Smith,  1781. 

In  Council,  Sept.  26, 1781. 
Sir 

As  we  hare  had  no  Recent  Account  of  the  Movements  of  the 
Enemy  al  N.  Tork,  we  are  of  opinion  that  the  Militia  of  Chester 
County  should  not  March  'till  further  Orders,  but  hold  themselves 
in  Baadiness  to  Proceed  on  a  Minutes  Notice  to  Newtown. 
I  am  with  great  Respect 

y  most  h'ble  Serv*, 

W-  MOORE,  Vice  President. 
Indanedf 

1781,  September  26th.    To  Colonel  Robert  Smitiv  IM^\i»a».V5A 
the  Coimty  of  Chaitar. 
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IIoN.  Georqb^  Bryan  to  Pres,  Bbed,  1781. 

Philadelphia,  25th  Sept,  1781. 
Dear  Sir, 

Being  ioformed  by  Mr.  Attorney  General  that  a  bill  to  amend  ft 
oonfirm  the  Acts  of  attainder^  is  designed  I  take  .the  liberty  to  snggeat 
an  obvioas  blunder  in  the  supplementary  aet,  wbioh  is  insertM  in 
the  printed  Book  of  Laws,  page  187,  &o.  Instead  of  adding  to  the 
8th  seotion,  the  limitation  upon  elaimants  paramount  of  twenty 
yean,  there  is  in  the  following  proviso  a  limitation  of  20  years, 
upon  the  reimbursement  of  the  eyinoed  porohasers,  as  tho'  the  rents 
in  the  mean  time  should  have  made  them  whole.  This  I  think 
was  of  Mr.  Ed.  Biddle's  draughting.  Certainly  he  did  not  mean 
that  the  law  should  be  so.     It  must  be  an  oversight. 

There  is  no  limitation,  I  observe,  on  the  claims  of  Creditors 
living  beyond  sea,  who  never  come  over.  Perhaps  a  word  or  two 
would  put  them  on  a  proper  footing. 

The  clause  of  limitation  upon  old  Clarendon  city  Lots  ft  other 
estate,  see  Page  428,  seems  too  equally  defective. 

I  am  Dear  Sir, 

your  most  obedt. 

and  very  hum'  Servt,. 

GEO.  BRYAV. 

Directed^ 
To  His  Excollenoy,  Joseph  Reed,  Esqr.,  President  fto*. 


V.  P.  MooRB  TO  Col.  Adam  HaBLBY,  lT81. 

In  Council,  Philad*,  Sept.  28,  1781. 
Sir, 

By  an  Express  arrived  this  morning  from  his  Excellency,  the 
President,  dated  at  Trenton  the  27th  instant,  it  appears  that  the 
enerov  are  in  motion,  and  their  designs  are  probably  against  Phila* 
delphnk  It  is  therefore  necessary  that  the  utmost  expedition  be 
used  in  forwarding  on  the  militia  and  Light  horse  of  your  County 
to  the  plaoe  of  rendeivoua  at  New-town  in  Bocks  County. 
^The  Counoii  depend  on  your  exertions  in  this  oritioal  moment. 

I  am  Bir^  ftcj 

W.  M.,  V.  P. 
DireeteJf 
To  OM.  HuUej,  lieat  LaDoaater  Co. 
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Pbks.  of  Conqbbss  to  Pbks.  Riio,  1781. 

(Circular.) 
Sir, 

Yowt  Ezcelleocy  will  receive  inclosed  herewith  the  copy  of  an  aol 
of  Congress  of  the  28th  instant,*  respecting  all  the  General  Officers 
who  may  be  inhabitants  of  year  State^  which  it  is  hoped  will  be 
pleasing  to  them. 

I  ha?e  the  honor  to  be, 

with  ^he  greatest  regard, 

your  ExccUency^s 

most  obedient  humble  servant, 

THO.  MoKEAN,  President. 
Philadelphia^  Septemr.  29th,  1781. 
Directed, 

His  Excellency,  President  Reed. 


Wm.  McCalla  to  Council,  1781. 

Bucks  County,  Septr.  29th,  1781. 
Gentlemen, 

The  Honour  you  did  me  when  appointing  me  Commissioner  of 

{urohases  for  Said  County  Shall  be  Ever  Oreatfully  Acknowledge 
y  me,  and  Engages  my  Oreatest  Exercions,  in  the  Service  of  my 
Appointment  to  merit  your  favours,  but  at  this  present  I  Labour 
Under  dificulty  to  Accomplish  the  Demands  requested  of  me.  Gen- 
eral Laoey  &  the  Commiss'ry  of  Issues  at  the  post  of  Newtown  Are 
Calling  for  Meat  &  other  Suplys  for  the  Use  of  that  post  and  its  not 
in  my  power  to  Supply  them  Without  I  be  furnished  with  money  as 
the  people  are  Determined  not  to  Sell  at  Trust.  I  Bought  Twenty- 
seven  head  of  Cattle  intirely  at  my  risk  &  Can  purchase  Numbers 
Were  I  able  to  pay  them  &  at  reasonable  prices  as  the  people  must 
Sell  to  answer  their  Tax  and  they  Cannot  Let  them  go  withoot  the 
money.  I  have  Sent  My  Assistant  Joseph  Wilson  With  this  Who 
Shall  Wait  on  your  Honours  For  an  answer  Or  money  if  you  have 
it  to  Send. 

I  am.  Gentlemen,  with  the  greatest 
Bespect,  your  Honours 

most  ob'  &  humble  s^ 

W.  MoCALLA,  C.  P.  B.  C. 
Directed, 
Public  service. 

To  The  Honourable  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State 
Peny*,  Council  Chamber,  Philadelphia. 
%!  T.  WilaoxL 

*  Not  found. 
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Major  Matthrw  MoOoKHyLL  to  Prbs.  Reed,  1781. 

Sir, 

I  oonoeive  it  mj  Duty  to  inform  your  Exoellenoy  &  Coanoil  thai  the 
Rifle  Men  in  the  Barracks  have  out  np  some  of  the  Sledges  belonging 
to  the  public  for  Firewood,  Captain  Livergood  having  ordered  them 
so  to  do,  or.at  least  countenan^  the  Act,  as  he  was  present  when  il 
was  done.  Certain  it  is  the  Garrison  is  in  great  need  of  Wood,  not 
having  received  any  for  several  weeks. 
I  am  with  due  respect 

your  Excellency's 

most  Obedient  and 

very  humble  servt., 
MATHEW  MoCONNELL,  T.  Major. 
Philad*,  29th  Sept.,  1781. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  in  OonnoiL 


Leonard  Cooper  to  Pres.  Reed,  1781. 

Barracks  1st,  Octr.  1781. 
Gentlemen, 

Agreeable  to  the  Instructions  given  to  the  Superintcndant  of  the 
Barracks,  I  beg  leave  to  represent  to  your  Honorable  Board  an 
aooount  of  some  damages  done  to  one  of  the  rooms  &  utensils  there* 
in. 

Last  week  a  Soldier  belonging  to  Major  Parr's  Rifle  Corps  in  • 
fit  of  drunkenness  cut  up  a  part  of  a  Board  belonging  to  the  Floor 
of  his  room,  for  which  he  was  tried  by  a  Garrison  Court  Martial, 
and  on  Saturday  last  a  Soldier  of  the  same  Corps  cut  up  and  de* 
stroyed  a  Sledge  for  the  use  of  fuel,  which  he  says,  (&  it  iq>pearB) 
was  done  in  consequence  of  orders  he  received  from  his  officer. 
Captain  Livergood,  who  was  spoken  to  on  the  above  account  by  the 
Town  Major. 

Trivial  as  this  affair  is,  I  thought  it  my  Duty  to  conform  to  my 
Instructions,  and  permit  me  to  assure  your  Excellency  and  Honorable 
Council; 

I  remain,  with  due  respect, 
your  very  humble  Servant, 

LEONARD  COOPXBy 
Superint  Barraeka. 
Direeiedf 
HiB  ExeeDenej  Jomfh,  Reed  Esqr.,  and  Honorable  Ezeeutive 
CounciL 
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SeCBKTART  MaTLAOK   to  LlEUTBNANTSy  1781. 

Sir, 

You  will  perceive  bj  the  inclosed  resolve  of  ^Congress  that  Briga^ 
der  Oeneral  Irwio  is  appelated  to  repair  forthwith  to  Fort  Pitt  and 
take  upon  him  the  command  of  that  Qarrison.  The  Goancil  is  dia^ 
posed  to  pay  a  dae  respect  to  the  requisition  of  Congress  and  to 
afford  General  Irwin  all  the  assistance  in  their  power,  yon  are  there- 
fore hereby  ordered  to  call  forth,  agreeable  to  law,  upon  his  requi^ 
ntion  such  militia  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  defence  of  that  post 
and  the  protection  of  the  country. 

Jndarted,~OcU>her  1st,  1781. 

Directedf — To  the  Ist  Lieutenants  of  the  counties  of  Washington 
and  Westmoreland. 


John  Hazelwood  to  Assembly,  1781. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met. 
Oentlemen, 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  last  setting  of  your  Honourable  House 
I  made  report  of  the  many  pressing  Calls  on  me  By  the  Commissery 
Genl.  for  the  Immediate  supplys  for  The  Troops  &  Prisoners  at  this 
post,  &  having  received  orders  From  the  Honourable  the  Executive 
Council  not  to  pass  any  more  state  money  unless  it  Could  be  dona 
at  nte'of  Gold  or  Silver  Value,  and  the  Commies'*  Stores  Intirely 
out  of  Every  article  &  nothing  to  be  got  but  for  specie,  I  informed 
the  Honourable  Executive  Council  of  this  our  Situation,  who  desired 
me  to  inform  the  Honourable  House  of  the  same,  which  I  did 
accordingly,  &  a  Committee  of  the  Honourable  House  was  pleased 
to  order  me  to  procure  if  Poesable  the  necessary  supplyes  on  Credit 
for  a  few  days,  and  that  they  would  see  me  furnished  with  specie 
for  the  payment  of  the  same  which  was  in  part  Com  ply  ed  with,  but 
there  is  still  a  Ball<«  of  that  Ace'  amo«<  to  £940  3  11}  yet  unpaid, 
and  The  Constant  applyc&tions  from  the  people  to  me,  ever  since, 
and  not  having  it  in  my  power  to  pay  them,  it  renders  my  situation 
disagreeable,  tho'  knowing  the  pressing  necessity  governm*  were  in 
for  want  of  money,  have  put  them  off  in  the  best  manner  I  could. 
Mr.  Lev.  Hollingsworth  has  suffered  much  as  his  was  the  Largest 
sum ;  there  is  due  him  £446  5  7i,  which  he  is  now  in  greate  want 
of  as  well  as  the  Other  Gentlemen  whom  I  prevailed  on  to  give  me 
Credit,  &  it  would  make  me  Exceeding  Happy  if  the  Honourable 
House  Could  before  they  rise  Inable  me  to  make  Good  now  my 
forfeited  promises  to  them. 

I  am  Your  Honours  most  Obt.  &  Yery  Humble  Servt, 

Octobr.  1st,  1781.  JOHN  HAZELWOOD,  C.  P'. 

Directed — ,To  The  Honourable  the  Representatives  of  the  Free* 
men  of  the  Common  Welth  of  PennsyFa  in  General  Aoaembl's. 

*8eepaee4ld. 
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Wm.  Scott  to  V.  P.  Moore,  1781. 

York,  October  2d,  1781. 
Sir, 

With  your  Honours  Letter  of  the  27#i  last  Month,  I  received  a 
line  from  General  St.  Clair,  informing  me  that  the  Cloathing  and 
Prisoners  here  are  to  be  sent  to  Philad\  And  as  there  were  regular 
Troops  at  this  Place,  the  officer  who  had  the  Charge  of  the  Prisoners 
thought  it  unnecessary  to  take  a  guarde  of  the  Militia. 

I  have  hired  a  waggoner  to  go  with  the  officer  and  guard,  who  is 
to  find  his  own  Provisions  &  Forage,  and  to  have  seven  Pounds  and 
t«n  shilliogs  specie,  for  his  reward.  The  owner  of  the  Waggon,  M' 
William  Alexander,  will  deliver  this.  Therefore  requests  Council 
to  pay  him  the  sum  above  mentioned. 

I  am,  sir,  your  Honours 

Obedient  Humble  Servt., 

WM.  SCOTT. 
Directed, 

The  Honourable  William  Moore,  Esquire,  Vice  President,  Phila- 
delphia. 

Robert  Lbyers  to  P&es.  Beed,  1781. 

Easton,  October  2*,  1781. 
Sir, 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council,  datcct 
the  eleventh  of  September  last,  and  received  the  14*^,  the  Second 
and  Third  Classes  of  the  Militia  of  this  County  were  immediately 
called  to  assemble  the  twenty-fifth,  at  the  several  places  appointed, 
to  march  to  Newtown  with  all  dispatch.  This  lengt||  of  time  was 
given,  that  the  militia  called  upon  might  settle  their  home  affairs. 
Col.  Hayes,  one  of  the  Sub  Lieutenants,  came  to  me  on  the  19*^, 
representing  that  the  militia  were  very  uneasy  about  being  called  out 
of  the  county,  as  they  were  so  frequently  alarmed  by  incursions  from 
the  savages.  I  endeavored  to  represent  to  him,  from  the  information 
I  had  received,  the  danger  this  State  was  in  by  an  invasion  expected 
from  the  enemy  in  force,  and  that  I  hoped  the  militia  would  exert 
themselves — ^Tbat  it  was  a  common  danger,  and  that  if  the  enemy 
should  attempt  and  succeed,  the  evil  would  be  of  the  worst  conse- 
Cjuence,  and  more  to  be  dreaded  than  an  Indian  Invasion,  as  the 
devastation  would  be  more  general.  In  the  midst,  the  order  of 
council  of  the  15^  came  to  hand,  countermanding  the  march  of  the 
militia  at  present^  but  directing  they  should  hold  themselves  in 
readiness;  a  oopy  of  which  order  of  Council  Col.  Hayes  reoeired 
from  me,  and  I  wrote  immediately  to  the  other  Sub-Lioutenanta. 

By  Col.  Jacob  Weiss,  I  received  on  Sunday  cfening^  the  2S<  Ult*, 
the  order  of  Council,  dated  the  19%  directing  me  to  star  the  order 
of  countermand,  or,  if  forwarded,  to  send  an  exprees  after  it  As 
the  countermand  had  been  fixrwaided  by  Col.  HayeSi  as  above  \ 
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tinned,  upon  the  receipt  of  tins  last  order,  I  immediately  dispatched  an 
express  to  the  several  Sub-Lieutenants,  and  directed  that  tho  militia 
of  the  said  two  classes  of  the  six  battallions,  should  rendezvous  at  the 
several  places  before  appointed,  on  the  first  day  of  October,  and 
immediately  proceed  to  Newtown.  Accordingly  yesterday,  a  few  of 
the  second  battallion  of  tho  two  dasscss,  about  twenty  or  upwards, 
and  three  or  four  of  the  fifth  battallion  assembled  at  this  place ; 
Capt*  Alshouse,  a  Spirited  officer,  who  commands  the  company  in 
the  second  battallion,  endeavoured,  as  well  as  ray  myself,  to  persuade 
and  animate  the  few  militia  that  appeared  to  march,  but  they  ob« 
jected  thereto,  alledging  that  the  other  counties  were  greatly  behind 
the  militia  of  this  county  in  respect  of  militia  services;  that  tbej 
didjnot  know  how  soon  they  would  be  wanted  to  protect  their  own 
habitations  and  families,  and  those  of  their  frontier  neighbours  from 
Indian  incursions ;  and  begged  I  would  allow  them  time  to  make 
tpplioation  to  your  Excellency  in  person  for  relief.  I  expostulated 
with  them  on  this  matter j  shewed  the  impropriety  of  it;  begged 
them  to  recollect  on  the  loss  of  reputation  by  this  step,  and  pointed 
oat  bow  much  more  agreeable  it  would  be  to  your  Excellency,  and 
more  honorable  to  themselves,  for  the  Battallions  to  turn  out  in 
force,  and  march  to  the  place  of  rendezvous ;  shew  to  their  fellow 
citizens  they  were  ready  to  serve  tl\cir  country  when  called  upon  ; 
and  that  then,  with  a  good  grace,  they  could  ask  of  the  Commander 
in  Chief,  if  the  movements  of  the  enemy  did  not  immediately  demand 
their  services,  liberty  to  turn  back.  But  it  appearing  they  were  not 
disposed  to  march,  a  very  small  number  of  this  few  excepted,  I 
judged  it  best  to  comply  with  their  request,  and  appointed  next 
Friday  for  the  day  of  general  rendezvous,  if  their  application  should 
not  be  admitted.  Your  Excellency,  I  trust,  will  be  convinced  that 
1  endeavoured  to  do  my  duty  in  forwarding  the  militia  to  Newtown  ; 
and  as  this  indulgence  of  a  delay  in  this  march  is  a  matter  with  me 
of  constraint,  not  of  choice,  I  trust,  also,  that  it  may  bo  approved. 
Whether  the  Militia  of  the  First,  Third,  Fourth  and  Sixth  battallions 
are  in  motion  I  do  not  yet  learn ;  but,  from  the  rumors  of  yesterday, 
I  fear  they  are  not. 

I  am,  Sir,  Your  Excellency's 

most  obedient,  very  humble  Servant, 
ROBERT  LEVERS. 

P.  S. — Just  as  I  was  about  to  fold  up  this  Letter,  I  received  the 
originals  of  the  enclosed  Copies.  I  thought  proper  to  send  them,  as 
the  chief  of  their  contents  are  the  holding  back  of  the  militia.  M' 
Anderson,  mentioned  in  the  enclosed  comission,  declined  receiving 
the  same,  and,  being  in  the  Third  Class,  is  ordered  out  in  the  Foot 
Service. 
i>ireclttf,-— Public  Service. 

Joseph  Reedy  Esquire^,  President  and  Commander  in  Chief  of  tlie 
Conmon  Wealth  of  Pennsylvania. 
• '  By  Cap^  Henry  Alshotise,  Newtown.  ' 
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OoL.  John  Hays  to  Lt.  Robert  Levers,  1781 

Copy. 

Allen  Townflhip,  October  Ist,  1781. 
Sir, 

As  the  Light  Horse  did  meet  at  Gapt  Claser's  this  day,  and  as 
they  have  made  me  a  Retnm  of  them  as  they  are,  and  I  have  sent 
it  by  the  Bearer,  and  they  have  had  so  short  time  for  equipping 
themseWes,  and  there  is  a  number  that  did  join  this  day,  and  there 
is  a  number  that  will  join  very  soon.  As  they  did  make  a  very 
ffood  appearance,  and  I  hope  that  you  will  give  all  Uie  help  that  is 
in  your  power,  as  they  are  not  equipped,  for  to  have  them  equipped. 

JOHN  HATS,  8.  L* 
of  Northampton  County. 
To  Bobert  Levers,  Lieut.  Esq.,  of  Northampton  County. 

A  List  of  the  Light  Horse  as  they  stand  equipped ;  reported  by 

Col.  John  Hays,  Sub  Lieut. 
Capt, 

Lieut.,   John  Brisbin,  (equipped.) 
Comet,  John  MoNair,      do. 

Henry  Shad,  rPistols.) 

John  Seekfriea,  (equippedt) 

Jost  Breisbagh,  (equipped.) 

George  Oangwehr. 

Hugh  Wilson.  ^ 

John  Walker,  (equipped.) 

John  Hutchinson,  (equipped.) 

John  McNealy,  (ditto.) 

Thomas  Martin,  (Pistols.) 

William  Craig,  (equipped.) 

Hugh  Wilson,  (ditto.) 

William  Carty,  (ditto.) 


Col.  Nicholas  Kern  to  Lt,  Robert  Levers,  1781. 

Copy. 
At  Captain  Claser's,  October  Ist^  1781. 
Sir, 

According  to  the  order  I  FBceiTed,  I  paraded  and  am  ready  to 
march  to  Newtown,  and  there  is  a  number  of  the  Privates  of  the  8d 
Battallion  have  met  in  order  to  march,  to  the  number  alt  40  Privates^ 
and  as  thtn  is  no  Oamp^  Kettles  nor  any  other  BquipAientB,  I  hare 
thought  proper  to  acquaint  joa  with  it,  prayitig  you  td  kt  me  know 
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how  I  shall  proceed,  and  when  I  must  he  equipped.  I  have  received 
a  Letter  from  Lieutenant  Col.  Geiger,  of  the  6th  Batt^dlion,  that  the 
Horse  assembled  and  are  ready  to  march,  but  as  the  danger  of  our 
Frontiers  are  so  dangerous,  and  are  in  great  distress  by  being  annoy'd 
by  the  Savage,  the  Indians,  as  they  are  seen  there  by  the  Scout  that 
have  been  out  in  the  woods,  and  expect  nothing  but  they  will  fall; 
on  our  Frontier  every  day,  therefore,  I  beg  you  to  let.  the  Militia 
over  the  mountain  to  stay  at  their  own  places,  as  the  times  is  so 
difficult  at  the  present,  if  it  can  answer  the  end  according  to  the 
state  of  the  case  as  it  now  stands. 

From  your  Friend^  and  humble  Servant,, 

NICHOLAS  KEEN,  Col. 
To  Robert  Levers,  Lieut,  of  Northampton  County,  Esq. 


Mbmorial  of  Second  Battalion  of  Militia,  1781. 

To  His  Ezoellen^,  Joseph  Reed,  Esq*",  President  and  Commander 
in  Chief  of  the  Militia  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Petition  of  the  subscribers,  in  behalf  of  themselves  and  the 
other  persons  eomposing  the  second  &  third  Classes  of  the  second 
Battalion  of  Militia  wi&n  the  County  of  Northampton, 

Humbly  Sheweth, 

That  in  pursuance  of  Orders  from  your  Excellency,  the  Lieuten- 
ant of  the  said  County  has  called  out  the  said  two  Classes,  to  march 
to  Newtown  in  the  County  of  Bucks,  in  order  to  join  the  Militia  of 
the  other  Counties  for  the  defence  of  the  State. 

That  the  Frontiers  of  this  County  has  been  for  some  considerable 
time  past  Invaded  by  the  Savage  Enemy ;  and  every  three  or  four 
weeks  murders  committed  by  them  on  said  Frontiers. 

That  your  Petitioners  are  of  Opinion  that  the  militia  of  this 
County  have  already  done  their  equal,  if  not  more,  proportion,  or 
duty,  than  the  other  Militia  of  this  State ;  and  that  one  or  tVo 
Classes  of  our  Militia  must  always  be  on  said  Frontiers  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  same. 

Your  Petitioners  therefore,  for  the  reasons  herein  set  forth,  humbly 
pray  that  your  Excellency  would  be  pleased  to  take  the  same  into 
consideration ;  and  to  countermand  the  marching  of  the  said  two 
Classes  to  Newtown  afs<>. 
And  your  Petitioners  as  in  duty  bound  will  pray,  &c. 

PETER  SEIP, 
ADAM  JOHE,  Jun', 
ABRAHAM  ARNDT, 
JACOB  SHOEMAKER, 

and  others. 
Eatton,  October  let,  1781. 
Vol.  IX.— 19 
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Gbn.  Anthony  Watnb  to  Pres.  Reed,  1781. 

Lines  before  York,  S'*  Oct',  1781. 
Sir,  . 

The  iovestitore  of  tbe  Britisb  army  nnder  Lord  Comwallia  was 
effected  the  2dth  altimo,  the  enemy  abandoned  their  advanced  chain 
of  works  the  same  evening,  leaving  two  enclosed  Redonbts  almost 
within  point  blank  shot  of  their  principal  fortification ;  this  was  not 
only  unmilitary,  but  an  indication  of  a  confused  precipitation, — 
these  works  were  Immediately  possessed  by  the  allied  troops,  &  we 
nre  now  in  saoh  forwardness  that  we  shall  soon  render  his  Lordship's 
Quarters  rather  disagreeable. 

However  the  Reduction  of  that  army  will  require  time  &  somo 
ezpence  of  blood,  for  we  cannot  expect  that  Lord  Gornwallis  will 
tacitly  surrender  COOO  Combatants  without  many  a  severe  sortie,  his 

gilitical  &  Military  Character  are  now  at  stake,  he  has  lead  the 
ritish  King  &  Ministry  into  a  Deception  by  assuring  them  of  the 
subjugation  of  the  Carolinas,  &  his  manoeuvre  into  Virginia  was  a 
Child  of  his  own  Creation,  which  he  will  attempt  to  nourish  at 
every  risque  and  Consequence — he  is  now  in  full  as  Desperate  a 
situation  as  his  namesake  Charles  was  at  Pultowa.  I  have  for  some 
time  viewed  him  as  a  fiery  meteor  that  displays  a  momentary  lustre, 
then  falls  to  rise  no  more. 

That  great  officer,  Genl.  Greene,  first  eclipsed  his  glory — he  next 
mot  a  Fabius  in  that  young  nobleman,  the  Marquis  Lafayette,  &  is 
now  encompassed  by  a  Washington,  which  renders  his  ruen  certain.^ 

I  was  going  chatting  on,  but  am  called  to  take  charge  of  the 
Covering  troops,  adieu,  &  believe  me  yours  most  sincerely, 

ANTY.  WAYNE. 
Directed, 

His  Excellency  Jos  Reed,  Esq.,  Prest.  Pennsyla. 


MoNs.  A.  P.  Penet  to  Council,  1781. 

To  the  Honble  the  Governor  &  Council  of  the  State  of  Pensylvania. 

Gentlemen, 

I  beg  leave  to  take  this  opportunity  to  give 'yon  early  latelligenca 
of  the  new  Disooveries  that  have  lately  been  made  in  Franoe,  a  metal 
to  sheath  the  Bottom  of  ships,  also  a  Mastic  to  nourish  Iron,  keep  it 
from  Hast  and  preserve  it  sound  for  many  years  are  Just  invented. 

*  Lord  ComwaUls  surrendered  Got  190i.  178L 


FUMNSXLYANIA  ASCHIVBS  1T8L  4111 

The  Utility  of  Copper  wta  knowii  long  ago ;  ohieflj^  in  NftTigitiini* 
It  beiQg  aoaroe  isd  too  dear  for  a  genend  use,  most  of  the  ehmfogi 
were  depriv'd  of  that  advantage.  The  new  metal  reaemblea  OopMT 
has  all  its  Perfeotion  and  sells  a.s  well,  as  the  mastic  for  half  its  pnoe. 
An  Experiment  was  lately  made  in  Paris  hy  able  Cbymists  and 
learned  PJ^ilosophers ;  the^  soakM  Iron  nails  varpished  with  the  i* 
Mastic  in  the  most  corroeiTe  mstters,  after  they  had  laid  in  them 
during  abme  dayS|  they  were  extracted  fn>sh  and  nognaw'd;  so  thai 
they  may  be  used  instead  of  Copper  oneSi  being  esteemed  prefiKible 
to  them. 

These  new  Inventions  were  sorapnlonsly  ft  minnidy  enndi'd 
before  they  could  obtain  the  approbation  of  the  King  with  thw 
authority  of  Government  to  have  their  Fabricks  established,  orders 
are  Issued  for  the  Royal  Navy  to  make  use  of  those  articles,  oonsid- 
erabie  demands  are  made  by  several  opulent  houses  of  HolUmd  ft 
Franoe. 

Nobody  can  deny  that  ships  sheathed  with  copper  will  make 
double  the  voyages  of  others ;  because,  they  iail  faster  ft  are  nq| 
detained  in  Ports  for  cleaning,  careening  and  paying  them  with  eoatii^ 
The  Metal  remains  fix'd  as  long  as  the  ship  last:  whereaS|  before 
others  that  have  no  Copper  are  unfit  for  service,  thej  oost  twide  or 
three  times  as  much  as  they  did  when  they  were  built.  I  beg  jen 
would  consider  how  important  the  new  Discoveries  are  to  Trim  iind' 
Navigation.  .  Mannftictures  areestabbWd;  the  company  thatdi]r^ 
them  have  appoihted  and  constitoted  me  their  sole  agent  to  ezpbri 
their  Metal  ft  Mastio  to  America  in  Qeneial  j  they  have  gran  tod  m4 
an  exclusive  Privilege  io  that  Effect.  .    .  i 

'  The  Reputation  of  my  late  Partner,  M'.  Pliame,  has  I  beUfvis 
leach'd  you.  I  am  known  in  America  since  the  year  177&  .wlbn 
first  I  carried  to  Cambridge  Oun-powder,  arms  ft  other  military  storai 
to  defend  your  Liberty.  I  have  from  that  time  supplied  sevwtal 
States  with  the  like  articles,  besides  eloathing  ft  accoutrements,  fgv 
your  Troops.  Being  concerned  in  your  welfare  ft  Independe|fp^,)t 
make  bold  to  offer  you  my  humble  services :  I  propose  at  the'saiM 
time  to  furnish  you  the  metal  ft  varnish  on  the  following  Termfi^yii. 
to  ship  them  on  your  account  and  Risques.  The  Stock  of  the  ckmi^ 
cemcd  for  the  establishment  of  the  new  Fabricks  and  purchase  of  ti^ 
materials  being  very  considerable,  they  demand  ready  money  or  ,£^1U 
at  short  dates  when  I  dispatch  their  merchandise.  ConsequeinQjf^ 
Payment  is  to  be  made  by  the  Purchasers  either  in  ready  money'or 
with  Bills  on  France,  Spain  or  Holland  drawn  at  short  time.  A 
Commission  will  be  allowed  for  my  troubles  iti  shipping  them. 
Should  you  prefer  to  send  your  vessels  to  Franoe  in  order  to  have 
them  Sheathed  with  the  new  Metal,  Please  to  send  them  to  my 
address.  If  my  Proposals  are  agreeable  to  you  and  your  Honble 
Navy  Board,  as  soon  as  I  receive  your  orders  I  will  comply  with 
them  and  I  shall  make  my  Study  to  turn  every  thiaf^^iV^  <amiaM«ii 
to  your  adfiatage.    tfj  attention  loyoQiBQiiuMftiiiii^\^^k«i^ 
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!? 


(m  unqaeationable  proofs  of  my  trae  attachment  to  your  service. 
Jhal  I  may  be  entided  to  the  ooatinaanoe  of  your  fayors  is  tbo 
siiieere  wish  of, 

Glentlemeii, 

Your  most  ohedient, 

&  devoted  humble  servant. 

A.  P.  PENBT. 
Nantes^  OctF  the  7^,  1781. 
Directedf 
To  the  Honble  the  Governor  and  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 


CoL.  Saml.  Miles  to  Pees.  Reed,  1781. 

Philad*,  Oct'  8%  1781. 
Sir, 

In  oonsequenoe  of  Gen.  Knox's  letter  to  the  Board  of  War 
representing  the  necessity  of  forwarding  the  Shells  &  Shot  in  Berks 
ftljatioaster  Counties  immediately  to  the  Head  of  Elk,  and  of  their 
orders  to  me.  I  arrived  here  a  few  minutes  past,  with  a  view  of 
Hurryinff  the  transportation  of  these  articles.  Bat,  I  find  great 
part  of  the  waggons  in  this,  &  I  suppose  of  Lancaster  County  also, 
ire  preparing  to  set  out  for  Philadaw  by  virtue  of  an  Order  of  the 
Hon^'*  the  Executive  Council,  part  of  those  teams  are  already  as  far. 
as  Pottsgrove.  The  Capture  of  Cornwallace's  Army  may,  perhaps, 
depend  on  getting  the  Shot  &  Shells  in  these  Counties,  down  in 
time,  which  appears  to  me  impossible  if  all  the  Waggons  eall'd  for 
by  the  State  are  otherwise  employed.  I  have  therefore  taken  the 
liberty  of  representing  this  matter  to  your  Excellency,  not  doubting 
but  those  t«ams  will,  unless  there  should  be  pressing  ocoations  for 
them,  be  countermanded.  And  if  the  Waggon  Master  Oen^  could 
be  directed  to  employ  them  in  the  transportation  of  these  Ordinance 
Stores,  it  would  greatly  expedite  the  Business,  &  I  shall  take  care 
to  aee  them  paid  for  that  Service. 

I  have  sent  this  by  express  with  orders  to  wait  your  Excellencies 
inswer  &  then  return  with  the  utmost  expedition. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

yonr  Bxecllencies  most  Obed. 
ft  most  Hamble  Serv*, 

'    SAM.  MILES,  D.  Q.  M.  for  Peana*. 
Direeiedf 
Pablie  Sisnriea. 
Hit  EiMdlkmj  Joieph  Beedy  Esq.,  Prerident  of  Ptonf, 
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Pres.  of  Congrsss  to.Prbs.  Rsbd,  1781. 

Philadelphia,  October  8th,  1781. 
Sir,  ^  ■' 

At  Brigadier  OeiMral  IrwiM  propoaes  to  set  obi  to  menoir  fai 
Older  to  take  the  eommiBd  at  Fort  Pitt|  and  maj  fory  prebaMy 
have  oeeaaioii  for  the  aid  of  the  Militia  in  the  yioiMty  ef  thet  Pbet, 
I  thoaght  it  proper  to  proeoro  a  oopy  of  his  tnstrootioBB*  aad<<k> 
transmit  them  to  you ;  they  are  aooordiofflv  herewith  ioeloaed,  add 
I  rest  aasared  every  suitable  measttfe  will  be  adopted  for  affording 
him  eSBetval  suppcnrt  by  the  milida  in  ease  of  necessity. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  v 

with  the  hii^MSt  roflfieot,         .    ^ 
Sir,  Your  Exoelleney'B 

most  obedient  Servant, 

Tea  M'KBAN^.Piesident 
Direetedj 
His  ExoeUenoy- Jooepb  Beed,  Esqwre. 


YALSHTiNa  EoKSRX  SO  Pbbs.  B^SDy  1781. 

Beadinfb  Bth  October,  1781. . 
Dear  Sir, 
I  have  last  Week  sent  to  Newtown  in  Bneks  tloonly  tbiOB  Ooil- 


panies  of  M9itia  oat  of  this  Ooonty  oonlaining  ^ywards  of  thrae 

ioecft--two  QempaiSesof  them  I  am'd, 


Htrndred  Men  ezdnaiye  ef  ofioeca — two  < 

tbe  other  I  sent  without  Ann%  not  hitving  any  more  Anna  to  nle 
•them — three  Oompanies  more  are  gathering  in  this  Ooimty,  wUoli 
will  be  almost  as  many  as  the  former  ;  bat  Jhave  not  Arma  to  gpri» 
them,  ft  Numbers  of  the  Isineaater  County  Militia  ave  TetoruM 
•  HomA  tlurong^  this  place,  who  say  that  they  ase  dismissed,  wU^ 
makes  me  doabtful  what  to  do. 

Therefore  I  desire  the  favour  of  you  as  soon  as  possible  to  aoqmmit 
ne  how  to  proceed  in  this  Matter,  whether  to  send  the  xsmabing 
three  Oempanies  out  or  not — if  I  send  them  whether  without  Aram, 
or  shall  I  send  to  Oollaet  Arms  for  them.  I  have  already  sent  out 
a  partyio  GoUeet  Arms  out  of  one  distriot,  and  if  you  require  tbot 
I  ahould  jsnd  out  the  other  three  Oompanies  and  Arm  them,  t  muat 
aend  out  to  C<dleot  all  the  private  Arms  that  are  in  this  Oountyi 
I  am  Sir,  with  due  respect 

your  very  Hum.  Serv*, 

VALSNTINB  BCKERT,  Lieut. 

Berks  County. 
IHWsdiM^— Public  Service 

To  His  Excellency  Joseph  Reed,  President  in  Council,  Philadel*. 
.^Jl^- Harvey. 

«  See  p.  419. 
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Pres.  Reed  to  Delegates  in  Congress,  1781. 

QentlemeD, 

We  have  hitherto  delayed  presentiDg  the  iDclosed  PeUtions  from 
our  ReluotaDce  to  add  to  the  Cares  &  BumDeae  of  the  Hon.  Bodj  to 
which  joa  belong.  Bat  the  Importance  of  the  Subject  &  our  Duty 
to  the  State  appear  to  as  after  due  Delberation  not  to  admit  of 
further  Delay. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be,  Gentlemeui 

with  much  Esteem,  your  Obed.  Hbbl.  Senr* 
Indorsed,— Oct.  8,  1781. 

Directed, — ^The  Hon.  the  Delegatei  of  Pennsylv*. 


Lt.  Robert  Smith  to  Pres.  Reed,  1781. 

Cheater  County,  October  10th,  1781. 
*  Sir, 

Ihe  situation  and  circumstances  of  the  Militia  of  this  County 
under  the  late  call  induces  me  to  request  the  advice  and  Instruc- 
tions of  the  Hon.  Council  with  respect  as  well  to  the  pay  of  those 
Who  have  been  call'd  into  service,  as  to  the  Fines  upon  delinquents. 
In  Obedience  to  orders,  four  Classes  of  the  militia  of  this  County 
have  Twice  march'd,  and  have  as  often  been  countermanded,  and^  are 
vow  on  furlough  till  further  Orders,  by  which  they  are  led  to  con- 
sider themselves  as  still  in  service,  until  properly  discharged.  The 
furnishing  them  with  provisions  sufficient  to  supply  them  on  their 
march  to  Newtown  has  occasioned  a  considerable  expense,  for  which 
as  we  had  no  money  in  hand,  we  still  remain  Indebted ;  and  as  they 
have  very  Generally  tum'd  out  upon  the  call,  the  number  of  delin- 
queita  is  proportionably  small,  and  consequently  the  fines  (if  col- 
lected) would  be  inadequate  to  the  ezpence  and  Wages  of  those  who 
march'd. 

As  the  march  was  Countermanded  before  they  left  The  County, 
and  those  who  have  turned  out  upon  the  Call  have  been  but  a  short 
time  from  home,  Considerable  objections  are  made  against  the  pro- 
priety of  Collecting  a  fine  to  the  amount  of  the  whole  Tour  of  duty 
from  the  delinquents.  I  have  therefore  thought  proper  to  make 
this  Brief  representation  of  the  circumstances  to  the  Hon.  Council 
and  to  request  their  advice  and  Instructions  in  the  premises. 
I  am  Sir,  with  the  most  sincere  Esteem, 

your  Obedient  and  very  humble  serv* 

ROBERT  SBHTH, 

lieal^  Chester  O. 
Ihreetedf 

His  Ezoellency,  the  President  or  Vice  President  of  the  Slate  of 
PeatujIvuniB. 
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Robert  Morbis  to  Pres.  Bbbd.  1781. 

Office  of  Finanoe,  10th  Ootobec.  178  L 
Sir,  . 

The  Warrant  drawn  in  my  Favor,  on  Mr.  Rittenhonse,  has  baen 
nearly  paid,  and  the  Honiea  are  already  appropriated  to  the  aerrlbes 
intended.  The  Taxes  are  now  coUeotingi  wherefore  it  is  to  be  «x- 
peeted  that  there  will  soon  be  more  Mcmey  in  the  Treaanryi  an^as 
the  Demands  on  me  are  very  urgent  and  great,  I  shall  be  glad,  ff  it 
is  agreeable  to  the  honprable  Gonncil,  to  btTe  another  Warrant.  Jn 
that  Case,  I  shalLhe  enabled  to  make  some  Provision  for  the  Westtm 
Department,  whieh  is  in  a  Condition  that  most'give  Pain  to  etary 
good  American,  and  particnlarly  to  those  who  ioMbit  this  State. 
With  great  Bespeet, 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  year  Exeelleno/s 

moat  obed*  tndhamble  Servant, 

R01l«  MORRIS. 
Diiwfnf,— »His  Ejcoelleaoy  the  Prerident  of  Pensilvania. 


Capt.  Thomas  Campbbll  to  Prbs.  Rbbd,  1781. 

New  Town^  (ki*  11th,  1781. 
Sir, 

In  May,  1779,  I  received  Instmctions  from  year  Excellency  to 
recruit  a  Company  of  Soldiers  for  the  Term  of  Nine  Months.  At 
that  time  the  Treasury  being  scaree  of  Money  They  could  not  fur- 
nish me  with  It  to  Enable  me  to  Enlist  those  Men,  Upon  which  I 
set  out  with  a  prospect  of  raising  them  upon  my  Own  Credit  untill 
Council  had  it  in  their  power  to  send  me  a  supply,  nart  of  which  I 
reo*,  And  there  yet  remains  due  me  One  Thousana  pounds  Conti- 
nental Curr^  as  will  appear  in  my  settlement  with  Councill  of  the 
4tfa  day  of  February,  1780.  Tho  the  settlement  was  not  until  this 
last  date,  I  think  it  will  be  no  more  than  doing  me  justice  to  pay 
me  the  depreciation  of  the  ballance  from  May,  1779,  as  it  was  in 
that  dme  I  advanced  the  money.  I  am  now  at  this  place,  one 
of  the  number  of  those  who  composes  the  Troop  of  Eiorse  from 
Cumberland  County,  being  apprehensive  of  a  scarcity  of  Cosh  befmre 
I  return,  Oblidges  me  to  request  the  favour  of  you,  If  in  your 
power,  to  put  the  bearer,  Lieut.  Smith,  upon  a  Method  to  procure 
me  the  Yalue  of  the  ballance  due  me,  And  am 
Sir,  with  the  greatest  Esteem, 

your  Excellencies  most  Obed^ 

And  moat  H'ble  ServS 

THOMAS  CAMPBELL. 
Directed^ — Qeneral  Joseph  Reed,  Philadelphia. 

¥  Lieutw  Smith, ) 

Light  Dragdbns.  f 
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Lt.  Asher  Randolph  to  Gen.  Laoet,  1781. 

Woodridge,  October  the  12^  1781. 

I  Recev'd  a  Letter  by  one  of  yonr  Light  horsmon  frond  his 
Excellencj  Oovernor  Livingston  Beqaesting  mo  to  Send  the  best 
aocoants  that  I  Can  Collect  Respecting  the  Motions  of  the  Enemy 
on  Staten  Island  and  in  New  York  to  you  which  is  as  follows ;  the 
Army  are  Still  on  Staten  Island  though  they  hare  MoTed  Nekr 
there  Shiping,  there  has  no  embarkation  yet  taken  place  as  there 
Ships  of  the  Line  is  not  yet  Repaired,  from  the  Best  accounts  that 
I  Cfan  get  if  they  embark  which  is  Dayly  expected  two  Battalions 
of  Grannidears  are  to  ffo  on  bord  the  four  Admirals  ships,  Namely, 
Digby,  Graves,  Whood  and  Drake,  the  Number  on  the  Island  is 
from  aiz  to  eight  thousand  Men.  Reports  go  that  when  they  Embark 
they  are  going  to  the  Southward,  but  the  place  of  there  destination 
Cannot  be  ascertained  at  present.  If  any  further  Movement  should 
take  place  I  will  imediately  on  Receiving  Intelligence  of  it  write  to 
Governor  Livingston  which  I  Expect  will  inform  you. 
I  am  Sir,  your 

Humble  Servants, 

ASHER  RANDOLPH,  Lieut.  State  troops. 
Directed^ 

B.  General  Lacey,  Commanding  the  Pensylvany  Militia. 


James  Loughead  to  Pres.  Reed,  1711. 

Phikd*,  15  Oct',  1781. 
May  it  Please  Council, 

The  Demand  for  money  is  great  to  supply  the  wants  of  the 
Militia,  not  only  those  in  emediat  Servise,  but  those  who  have  only 
Bec'd  One  months  Pay,  And  who  Serv'd  theire  full  Toner  of  Dutey 
Ot  Two  months  (as  no  more  was  in  the  Treasury  for  that  Purpose.) 
And  as  I  understand  about  Two  Hundred  Pounds  Is  now  ray'd 
into  the  Treasury  of  M'  Isaac  Snowden,  for  Defraying  sum  part  of 
that  expenoe,  Would  Pray  Council  to  grant  an  order,  Agreeable. 
And  Believe  me  the  Oouncirs 
Obd*  Huml.  Ser», 

JAMES  LOUGHEAD. 

Directed, 

The  Honl.  Joseph  Reed,  Esq''  President  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Pensylvania. 


Gov.  LiYXsmwv  to  P&ks.  Bkbd,  1781. 

TreitoB.  id  OoL.  178L. 
Sir, 

I  JQst  now  received  a  Letter  from  Capt.  Randolph*  in  which  he 
writes., 

'<  I  keg  leaTe  iaititorm  jtmr  Excellency  of  some  particnlar  mpye- 
**  ments  of  the  Enemy.  There  has  a  oonsiderahle  body  of  trooiMi 
<<  embarked  bat  has  not  sailed,  but  is.  expected  every  day  to  sail. 
**  From  the  best  accounts  that  I  can  collect  they  intend  to  make  a 
^*  rapid  posh  to  the  Soathwaird  to  endeavour  to  reUeve  Comwaliis. 
'<  They  take  the  chief  of  their  troops  on  board  tkvse  men  of  war/' 
^  I  am  Sir 

your  most  humble  Secv^y 

WXfc.  WVINGSTON. 

^  Qeoeral  Lacey^  New  Town.    CFovemor  IiiWngi^.  ^ 


Wm.  Obibpih  to  Qwsf.  Laobt,  1781. 

Newtown^  Bttoioi  Oonnty,  October  17th^  1781, 
Kf, 

^  On  the  sfiEteenth  Instant,  the  day  of  your  demffture  and  tkb 
^Bsebarge  of  the  l&Iilitia  at  Gamp  Nelriown,  Oapt.  Buskirk  and  Wli 
Snsigo  8tiB«r  of  GoL  McVeaghs  Battn.  <^  Philada  Oouniyi  akmn 
at  the  Head  of  their  company  wUh  fixed  Bayonets  and  thdr  Drum 
{Mating  the  Sogvles  March  to  my  Quarters  and  demanded  for  the 
three  officers  of  the  company  each  a  Canteen  foil  of  Spirits,  as  they 
Mid,  to  eairy  them  Home,  I  gave  them  for  answer,*  that  Lianor  baa 
been  Issued  to  the  whole  Battalion  agreeable  to  your  oraers  and 
produced  Quarter  Master  Disvis  Veucher  for  the  inme  who  bein^ 
present  convinced  them  that  the  company  had  drawn  tiieir  foil  pM>- 
poiiion  w4iich'they  appeared  to  be  some  what  satisfied  with,  but  iih 
a  time  tiiey  htcke  out  and-  swore  they  wovild  have  thmr  Oantecna 
itHd^  atKi  if  I  would  not  deliver  it,  they  wOold  00  to  the  Magasme 
«nd  take  it  by  Folce,  I  forbid  them  at  their  Peril  t6  touch  thi^ 
'Hagldne  and  prepared  my  self  to  defend  it  at  all  risques,  thus  mat- 
ters stood,  when  Colo.  McVeage  who  was  sent  for  appeared,  and 
who  to  pacify  them,  was  under  the  neeeistdty  of  siving  Mbn^out 
of  UvPocket  to  purchase  Rum:  for  ^  them,  fMn  the  above  and  the 
tedecent  langoaira  made  use  of  by  them  the  eaid  Buskirk  &  8^npt 
m  wnbeconing  Gentlemen  and  oSodft -in  the  Army.  I  lodoe  &A 
OB^ChnttplaiBt  Aj^nst  them  nelDeesary  to  be  taken  n<)tice  off  by  4 

^;;=:;:\  =   ; ''    ■  v^-seepogeis^:^    .  ^•' ^ :.. :\ .:/.  :.:J 
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Court  Martial  which   I  reqnest  yon  will  order  and  direct  them  to 
appear,  and  notice  Capt.  Craig  Forrage  Master,  Mr.  Tajlor  of  the 
Liffht   Horse  of  Bucks  County,  &  Sam.   Davis  Qr.  Mr.   to  Col. 
MoVeaghfl  Battn.  as  Witnesses. 
I  am  Sir, 
your  very  hble.  Servt. 

WM.  CEISPIN^C.  G.  8.  P.  M. 
Directed^ 
Honorable  Brigadier  Oeneral  Laoey  Philadelphia. 


Thomas  Scott  to  Pbes.^Bebd,  1781. 

Washington,  October  19th,  1781. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  am  hononred  witb  yonr  favonr  dated  In  Council,  Philada., 
27th  August,  1781,  and  the  several  Commissions  Inclosed.  Imedi- 
ately*on  rec*  whereof  I  called  a  number  of  the  Gen*  named  in  the 
general  commission,  and  administered  to  them  the  necessary  oaths. 
Also  acquainting  as  many  as  I  had  the  opportunity  of,  with  the  para- 
graff  in  your  Letter  which  mentions  the  oaths  of  Citisenship  to  be 
taken  by  our  Electors.  I  am  exceeding  sorry  that  I  have  to  men- 
tion the  great  disgust  this  requisition  gives  many,  which  Increased 
from  day  to  day  untill  the  court,  when  it  came  to  be  more  publicly 
.apoken  of,  and  it  was  with  oonsiderable  difficulty  we>x>uld  prevail 
upon  such  of  the  Grand  Jury  as  had  not,  to  take  the  oath  of  fidelity. 
However  they  did,  and  busness  was  done  in  a  tolerable  maaneri  bat 
the  great  question  was  about  the  Section. 

Our  County,  it's  true,  b  unbapily  divided  into  two  grand  parties, 
namely  the  Pennsylvania  &  Virginia,  each  claiming  some  special 
Indulgencies ;  the  one  for  their  steady  attachment  to  the  state,  the 
other  on  account  of  Their  Transfer,  as  it  is  called,  from  the  other 
state.  For  my  part,  I  think  what  is  right  is  right  in  «ther  party, 
and  am  well  satisfied  all  things  prior  to  the  agreement  of  the  two 
states  should  bo  forgotten,  and  every  man  stand  or  fidl  on  the 
demerit  of  his  deeds  in  futer.  My  earnest  desire  to  reconoile  these 
parties,  and  steady  adherence  to  nuterality  between  them  in  hopes 
of  aoomplishing  this  end,  however  nnreoonciled  they  yet  remain, 
hath  had  the  effect  in  some  measure  of  softening  their  resentment  to 
each  other  on  this  ooation,  and  bringing  the  resentment  of  both  on 
myself;  one  party  aledging  that  of  Course  I  was  of  the  other,  and 
therefore  had  wrote  to  Goonoil  that  the  oath  night  be  argedin 
order  to  prevent  the  yoats  of  those  who  still  fait  a  littla  sore  thioogli 
old  prijndiees.  The  other  avering  I  ought  of  right  to  be  of  their 
parly  and  was  not,  bat  had  wrote  for  ti)o  said  IjMtnietions  thtivbj 
to  prevent  the  voats  of  those  who  were  reli^odsly  ■ompoloof  of 
multiplying  oaths,  espeoially  aa  the  line  is  not  yet  ran,  and  thoaght 
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thamaelves  inthled  to  Tott  on  their  known  attachment  to  the  atite, 
and,  in  a  word,  both  deelared  for  voating  without  oath,  and  thai  I 
was  the  only  canie  of  ita  being  required.  So  Jelioue  and  ao  nnjuak 
is  the  spirit  of  partj  Council  will  see  no  misterj  in  all  thia,  and  if 
Good  grow  to  the  County  out  of  the  mistake,  I  haye  no  ol»jeetionio 
the  small  sacrifice. 

Beinff  under  an  indispensable  necessity  of  being  at  Westmoidaadl 
Court  the  very  day  of  the  elecUon,  I  was  not  present|  and  know  nei 
how  it  was  conducted.  But  I  conceive  there  is  the  eKatest  necessity 
of  the  Legislature  imediately  ascertaining  by  puUick  act  on  what 
Terms  The  inhabitants  of  this  disputed  Territory  shall  become  Law- 
full  Jurors,  voaters,  &c.,  which  I  hope  the  council  will  think  o^ 
and  if  necessary  Lay  it  before  the  house  of  assembly.  I  have  not 
the  least  doubt  but  the  people  will  Generally  be  good  and  fidthfidl 
subjects  if  properly  managed  and  supported. 

We  still  groan  under  the  dificulty  of  a  unrun  bonndery  line,  now 
oeationed  by  Mr.  Madison,  the  Virginia  commissioner,  (partly  from 
design  in  himself,  and  partly  to  Gratify  a  small  Action  still  in  Uie 
county,)  declining  to  Joyn  with  Mr.  McClean  in  that  busness,  and 
instead  thereof  he  has  posted  off  a  messenger  to  Virginia  with 
prayers  and  things  (as  is  said)  that  it  may  not  be  done. 

1  presume  the  Gen"  who  remonstrated  against  the  commission  of 
the  peace  for  the  County  being  Isued,  are,  on  cool  reflection,  con- 
vinced that  it  was  not,  nor  could  it  be  a  private  election  as  to  tinie, 
that  being  settled  by  act  of  assembly,  and  as  to  the  privity  of 
pkoe  I  believe  great  part  was  oeationed  by  some  persons  puUing 
down  and  secreting  the  advertisemcfnts  which  the  trustees  published 
for  that  purpose.  However  I  think  all  are  nearly  satisfied  on  lean(- 
ing  that  therfi  is  a  mode  provided,  whereby  those  TownshijMi  thitt 
have  not  elected  at  all  may  be  supplyed,  and  also  a  way  to  displace 
such  as  by  their  conduct  show  themselves  unworthy  the  honour  and 
trust  of  a  magistrate,  some  of  which  rank  (I  am  sorry  I  have  it  to 
tell  you)  I  expect  will  shortlv  be  told  out  to  the  assembly,  and  th^it 
one  of  those  recommended  by  these  very  Gen"  will  be  in  the  list 
So  liable  to  mistakes  is  human  nature,  the  best  proof  of  mankind  is 
Tryal ;  but  I  confess  when  this  proof  is  obtained  at  the  ezpenee  of 
disgracing  an  hon'ble  commission  or  betraying  the  trust  of  a  people, 
it's  too  dear ;  but  when  a  good  man  and  good  officer  is  found,  I 
can't  think  the  discontent  S[  a  frowning,  fretine  narty  too  hijh  a 
price.  This  county  is  just  like  other  parts  of  the  world.  Let  a 
petition  be  formed  to  bum  the  ohnreh  and  Some  ugners  may  be  got 
to  it 

This  eovnty  is  ezoeeding  ill  provided  with  the  kws ;  not  a  copy 
of  the  old  and  new  in  it  but  my  own,  and  that  cannot  be  called 
oompleat,  as  I  want  the  acts  of  the  last  siting ;  I  hope  we  wiH 
shortly  be  relieved  in  this  respect 

I  Inoloie  my  bond  with  simly  to  the  piesident  for  [mj  perbrm- 
aaae  aa  ptolhoiaotaiy. 
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fiboe  Mr.  Oook  hfts  been  mentioned  as  Lient^  for  WestinorelmBd 
raokifl  the  olamoar  rused  against  him,  north  of  Yoneh  river,  even 
to  the  orj  Tory,  (of  which  however  he  fully  acquitted  himself  at 
last  eonrty)  that  he  himself  seems  to  doabt  if  the  pnbliok  oonld,  at 
Ifresent  he  well  served  by  hinL  Mr.  Hays  will  Tell  yon  more  of 
this  matter ;  the  fact  is  CommUsion  Hunters  abound  amongst  us  ao 
araeh  that  unless  joii  have  armralls  to  throw  to  eaoh  of  us  you  will 
sever  content  ns  alL 

I  have  the  honour 

to  be  with  great  respect, 
your  Exoy's  and  Gounoila 

most  Obd't  &  Very  Huml,  ServV 

THOS.  SCOTT. 
Directed, 

..  Bis  Exoellenoy  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  President  of  Pennsylvanin. 
^  Favour  of  the  hon'ble  Dorsey  Pentioost,  Ssqr. 


Sec'7  Matlack  to  Col.  Joseph  Mabsh,  1781. 

In  Council, 

Phibda.,  22nd  October,  1781. 
Sir, 

It  is  represented  to  Council  that  the  Flag  staff  on  Market  street 
ivbarf  is  out  of  repair,  and  beiog  desirous  of  paying  a  due  attention 
to.  the  present  glorious  occasion,  I  r^uest  you  will  examine  the 
Flagg  rtaff  and  put  in  order  immediately. 
I  am.  Sir, 

Tour  most  obedient  servant. 
One  Company  of  Artillery  will  be  served  with  Notice  to  attend. 
as  soon  as  the  official  account  of  the  surrender  of  Cornwallis  shall 
mrrive. 

To  Col.  Jos.  Marsh|  of  the  Artillery. 


Com's  of  JSroBifiUHBs&LAin)  xo  Pass.  Bbid,  1781. 

Northumberland,  October  26, 1781. 
Sir, 

Since  tlie  l«ts(  Sbotlcm  IhiiOoanty  lias  almost  a  New  Boaid  of 
Oommissionen.  Tba  IIkk  Bvsinesa  we  have  in  hand,  and  an  dsfter- 
niBcd  to  proceed  wkh  diivatdi,  as  far  as  our  Gimimalattees  and 
abilities  will  possiUy  admit  Maiiy  of  the  Ooonty  books  and  napen 
are  vet  lA  Pa«t»n  (Mag  renlpvaiL  Ihilher  mi  Mm  Break  of  Wyom- 
ing)    We  find  by  sodh  es  are  in  oar  hands  that.w.andit  hath  faacB 
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^▼en  in  the  books  to  any  person  since  this  was  a  County ;  Bat  It 
appeanL  bj  aereral  aettiements  with  anndry  Oollaotors  ainoe  the  ycMr 
1773^  that  diverse  sums  Remained  in  the  handa  of  the  Trmworer, 
And  that  the  Inhabitants  generally  paid  their  taxes,  and  the  Non- 
residents none  or  bat  Very  little.  We  Beg  to  be  informed  with 
Bespeet  to  the  following  partiealara  : 

Ist  la  all  the  Taxes  laid  before  the  Bevelntiony  and  yet  remaii 
due,  to  be  Golleoted  in  speeie  1    Yea.* 

2d.  Is  such  Taxes  as  hafe  been  laid  (and  not  Exonerated)  aiBaa 
the  Bevolntion,  to  be  Oolleoted  agreeable  to  the  Table  of  IXspraeiA- 
tion  and  Rates  of  exchange  fixed  by  Assembly  ?    Yea.'*' 

8d.  What  kind  of  Money  may  he  takta,  ia  it  state  money  or  herd, 
or  part  Both  7  To  be  taken  in  State  Money  except  the  taxes  laid  in 
1781.  The  last  to  be  taken  agreeable  to  Direotiona  of  the  Act  of 
Aaaembly.* 

4tli.  How  ia  Delinqaent  Treaoorers  to  be  dealt  with,  or  to  whom 
ia  anoh  accountable  ?    To  the  Aasembly.'*' 

Year  Excellency  wUl  please  to  Indulge  ns  in  theae  particolaip 
with  proper  Directions. 

Aa  we  arc  ao  Remote  from  the  seat  of  Government,  and  the  prac- 
tice of  Other  Commia*  in  Cases  similar ;  and  likewise  not  being  fof- 
niahed  with  all  the  Tax  Lawa,  aa  well  aa  anndry  other  Aeta  of 
Aasembly,  makes  Advice  Neoeasary.  . 
We  are,  Sir, 

Yoor  moat  Obed^  Ham.  Serraata, 

WM.  ANTES,  •)        •     ^ 

JA8.  B8PIB,  CCom^. 

DAN,  MONTGOMERY, ) 
Directed^ 

Hia  Excellency,  Joaoph  Beed)-Esq.,  President  of  Council. 


Pkes.  op  Congress  to  V.  P.  Moobb,  1781. 

(Circular.)  ^ 

.Sir. 

You  ifill  receive  herewith  inclosed  a  Proclainationj  recommending 
to  the  several  States  that  the  thirteenth  of  December  next  b®  Mt 
apart  as  a  day  of  Thanksgiving  and  Prayer. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,      ' 

With  the  ^reateat  respect.  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  & 

most  humble  servant/ 

THO.  M'KEAN,  Presidentf  ' 
Philadelphia,  October  Slat,  1781. 
.   Xbe  firaoable  William  Moore,  Esqyure. 

*.lLppafent]ytiia  answers  to  IwviBt    Diey  ai^  in  a  dilAgreat  hand.  - 
t  8eeCel.Reo.,Vol.  XUr.,p.  102.  1       ^      -  . 
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Proclamation  of  Cokgkbbs  for  a  THANKsoiviNa,  fro.,  1781. 

Whereas,  it  hath  pleased  Almighty  God,  the  Father  of  Mercies, 
remarkabij  to  assist  and  support  the  United  States  of  Amerioa,  in 
their  important  struggle  for  Liberty  against  the  long  condnned  efibrts 
of  a  powerful  Nation }  it  is  the  duty  of  all  ranks  to  obserfe  and 
thankfully  acknowledge  the  Interposition  of  his  Proridence  in  their 
Behalf.  Through  the  whole  of  the  contest  from  its  first  rise  to  this 
time,  the  influence  of  divine  proyidence  may  be  dearly  perceiYed  in 
many  signal  Instances,  of  which  we  mention  but  a  few. 

In  reyealing  the  Counsels  of  our  Enemies,  when  the  discoTcries 
were  seasonable  and  important,  and  the  means  were  seemingly 
inadequate  or  fortuitous;  In  preserving  and  even  improving  the 
Union  of  the  several  States,  on  the  breach  of  which  our  Enemies 
placed  their  greatest  dependence : — in  enoreasing  the  Number  and 
adding  to  the  zeal  and  attachment  of  the  friends  of  Liberty ;  in 
granting  remarkable  deliverances,  and  blessing  us  with  the  most 
signal  success,  when  affairs  seemed  to  have  the  most  discouraging 
appearance ; — in  raising  up  for  us  a  powerfull  and  generous  ally  in 
one  of  the  first  European  powers;— in  confounding  the  counsel^  of 
our  Enemies,  and  suffering  them  to  pursue  such  Measures  as  have 
most  directly  contributed  to  frustrate  their  own  desires  and  Expecta- 
tions; above  all. 

In  makiuff  their  extreme  cruelty  to  the  Inhabitants  of  these  States 
when  in  tbeir  power,  and  their  savage  devastation  of  Property,  the 
very  means  of  cementing  our  Union,  and  adding  Vigor  to  every 
Effort  in  opposition  to  them. 

And  as  we  cannot  help  leading  the  good  people  of  these  States  to 
a  retrospect  on  the  Events  which  have  taken  plaoe  since  the  beginning 
of  the  War,  so  we  recommend  in  a  particular  manner  to  their  ooserva- 
tion,  the  Goodness  of  God  in  the  year  now  drawing  to  a  conclusion ; 

In  which. 

The  Confederation  of  the  United  States  has  been  compleated ;  In 
which  there  have  been  so  many  Instances  of  prowess  and  success  in 
our  armies,  particularly  in  the  southern  States,  where  notwithstanding 
the  difficulties  with  which  they  had  to  struggle,  they  have  recovered 
the  whole  Country  which  the  Enemy  had  over-run,  leaving  them 
only  a  post  or  two,  on  or  near  the  Sea. 

In  which 

We  have  been  so  powerfully  &  effectually  assisted  by  our  Allies, 
while  in  all  the  conjunct  operations  the  most  perfeot  harmony  has 
BubsiBted  in  the  allied  army. 

In  which. 

There  has  been  so  plentiful  a  harvest,  and  io  mat  tbundaDoe  of 
the  fruita  of  the  Earth  of  every  kind,  as  not  onbr  ooablea  xm  easily 
to  supply  the  wanta  of  our  Armyi  but  ^tob  oom&rt  and  happinesB 
to  the  whole  people;  and  > 
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In  which 

After  the  saooess  of  our  allies  by  Sea,  a  Oeneral  of  the  first  RaBki 
with  his  whole  army,  has  been  captured  bj  the  allied  foroes,  urfhr 
the  direction  of  our  Gommander  in  chief. 

It  is  therefore  recommended  to  the  several  states  to  set  apart  the 
thirteenth  day  of  December  next,  to  be  religiously  obsenred  as  a  day 
of  Thanks^ving  and  prayer;  that  all  the  people  may  assemble  on 
that  day,  with  grateful  hearts,  to  celebrate  the  praises  of  our  gracious 
Benefactor;  to  confess  our  manifold  sins;  to  offer  up  our  most  fervent 
supplications  to  the  God  of  all  GracCi  that  it  may  please  him  to 
naidon  our  offmces,  and  incline  our  hearts  for  the  future,  to  keep  all 
his  Laws ;  to  comfort  &  relieve  all  our  brethren  who  are  in  Distress 
or  Captivity;  to  prosper  our  Husbandmen,  and  give  success  to  all 
engaged  in  lawful  Commerce ;  to  impart  Wisdom  and  Integrity  to  our 
Counsellors,  Judgment  &  fortitude  to  our  officers  and  Soldiers;  to 
protect  &  prosper  our  illustrious  Ally,  and  favour  our  united  &ter- 
tions  for  the  speedy  Establishment  of  a  safis,  honorable  and  lasting 
peace;  to  bless  all  Seminaries  of  Learning;  and  cause  the  knawUdgt 
of  God  to  cover  the  Earth  as  (he  waters  cover  the  JSaas. 

Done  in  Congress  this  twenty-sixth  day  of  October  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  one,  apd  ii^  the 
sixth  year  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

Attest,  CH  A.  THOMSON,  Sec^ .♦ 


Petition  op  Richard  Bundle,  1781. 

To  the  honourable  William  Moore,  Esq',  Vice  President,  &  the 
honourable  the  Members  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council. 

The  petition  of  Richard  Bundloi  in  behalf  of  Daniel  Bundle^ 
Humbly  shewethi 

That,  pursuant  to  the  Act  of  the  Qeneral  Assembly  of  this  Com- 
monwealth made  and  passed  the  thirty-first  Day  of  March  last,  for 
enlarging  the  Time  of  the  Surrender  of  the  s'  Daniel  Rundle,  !• 
Order  to  take  bis  Trial  for  Treason,  the  s*  Daniel  hath  used  all 
possible  Diligence  to  hasten  his  Arrival  in  America.  That  to  avoid 
the  Danger  of  a  Disappointment  in  arriving  too  late  to  save  his  At* 
tainder,  he  took  bis  passage  to  the  City  of  New  York,  where  he  is 
now  arrived.  That  he  is  very  desirous  of  coming  forward  to  this 
City ;  but  [ia]  apprehensive  of  being  interrupted  by  the  Amerioam 
Onaiiis  which  environ  New  York.  Wherefore  he  humbly  prays^ 
that  your  Honours  will  be  graoioBsly  pleased  to  furnish  him  with  a 
passport  for  himself  &  one  Chest  with  his  wearing  Apparel,  whereby 
ne  may  be  enabled  to  airive  here  &  surrender  himself  up  to  Justice 
k  a  full  Enquiry  into  his  Conduct.-*-That  he  humbly  hopes  his 

*  See  prooUmation  of  Pres.  Moore,  Col.  Eee.,  Vol.  Xin.,  p.  124. 
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Coming  by  the  Way  of  New  York  will  not  be  thought  blameable, 
wMn  i^  18  ooDsidered  what  extreme  Danger  attended  him  in  any 
•f^ilfir  Course,  as  a  Capture  by  the  British  would  very  probably  hava 
delayed  him  until  his  Life  would  have  been  forfeited  to  the  Laws ; 
-— &  also  considering,  that  a  person  coming  from  amongst  the  Enemy 
oould  not,  if  he  wished  it,  do  them  any  possible  Benefity  or  this 
Country  any  Damage. 
25«*  October,  1781.  BICH'D  BUNDLE.* 


Chas.  Thomson  (Skc'y)  to  V.  P.  Mooeb,  1781. 

Philadelphia,  Monday,  Novr.  5th|  1781. 
Sir,  ; 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  this  day  pursuant  to  the 
Artides  of  Confederation,  the  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled 
proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  President  and  have  elected  ^r  th^ 
easoing  year.  His  Excellency  John  Hanson. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

your  most  Obed'  humble  serv', 

CHA.  THOMSON. 
The  bon'ble  William  Moore,  Esqr. 


Lt.  Jambs  Marshal  to  Frbs.  Bbed,  1781. 

Washington  County,  6th  Novr.,  1781. 
Sr., 

I  luive  had  the  honour  £o  Receive  your  favours  of  the  23d  Julv 
and  24th  August,t  some  time  past,  in  which  I  had  orders  to  furnish 
Mrr  McClean  witn  a  guard  to  run  the  State  line,  and  as  soon  as 
Circumstances  would  admit  to  Compleat  the  Militia  of  this  County, 
which  I  have  accordingly  done,  notwithstanding  all  the  opposition 
I  met  with,  and  without  the  assistance  of  any  of  the  Sub-Lieutenants 
the  Militia  are  now  in  full  form  Except  the  troop  of  horse,  and  one 
Company  of  foot  who  has  dispatched  a  Commissioner  to  the  govern* 
ment  of  Virginia  in  order  to  know  with  Certainty  (as  they  say) 
whether  they  are  Ceded  to  Pennsylvania  or  not,  as  these  and  a  few 
other  ofBcers  have  not  yet  Received  their  Commissions  1  Cannot  by 
this  opportunity  make  the  proper  returns,  but  Expect  to  do  it  in  a 
short  time.  I  have  also  done  every  thing  in  my  power  to  have  the 
line  Closed  and  &ir.  MoCiean  ever  ready  to  engage  in  the  Business, 
bat  have  been  disapointed  different  times  on  acoooot  of  large  parties 
of  ladiaas  making  Idcarmoiis  in  this  Oounty,  wlueb  <d>lidg8d  me  to 
■end  Express  to  Mr.  MoClean  and  order  the  ffuaid  BaiMd  finr  the 
Oommissioners  to  the  Frontiers,  as  soon  as  Cireoaaitanoes  would 

*  See  Cot.  Rea,  Vol.  Xm.,  p.  96. 
t  8«0  pa|^  «04,  807. 
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admit  I  raised  a  new  guard  of  Sixty  good  men  well  Eqaiped, 
Employed  Chain  Carriers  and  Renderonidl  them  near  to  the  plaea 
ofjBt^ning,  but  Mr.  Maddieon  the  Commissioner  on  the  part  of 
Virginia  einaded  the  Bnsness,  and  Mr  McClean  Conceiving  his  O019- 
missbn  and  Instructions  did  not  Empower  him  to  act  but  in  ooil- 
,  junction,  witti  the  Commissioner  ^m  VErgtnia  Could  not  with 
proprietor  extend  the  line  himself|  therefore  our  boundaries  is  n^ 

{et  a8oeftaitf6d  which  may  Cause  some  Difficulty  in  Calling  outtKa 
.  lintk  according  to  their  Clan,  as  I  must  ad[nowIedtfe  tlist  tdo 
.  many  in  Consequence  of  the ,  unsettled  state  of  Boundaries  aTa!l 
.  themselves  of  a  pretence  to  witiUiold  iUeir  services  from  the  public 
At  a  time  thcjf  are  most  wanted.  Notwithstanding  I  am  still  of  the' 
opinion  there  is  a  greater  necessity  for  the  service  of  the  Militia  of 
this  frontier  County  against  the  Immediate  Enemies  of  the  Country, 
and  it  would  have  a  greater  tendency  to  promote  our  own  safetV| 
than  (heir  best  services  with  Oeneral  Clars  at  Kaintucky  possibly 
Could  do.  I  would  also  beg  leave  to  observe  thii  the  gentleman  of 
Westmoreland  County  whom  I  Consulted  on  the  occasion,  particu- 
larly Mr.  Scott,  Cobnel  Hays  and  Cook  wev»  formerly  and  now  are 
of  Uie  same  opinion,  also  the  principal  Inhabitants  of  this  County 
except  the  new  state  party.  .  I  would  also  Inform  your  Excellency 
that  the  gentlemen  of  Westmorland  County  whom  you  Intended 
should  Communicate  to  us  Councils  approbation  of  General  Clarks 
Expedition  so  far  as  to  encourage  volun tiers,  have  not  done  it; 
altho'  I.  never  did  anythiuK  to  prevent  Voluntiers  being  raised  for 
that  servioel  but  most  heartily  Bejnrobated  the  plsa  of  drafting  the 
.  Militia  of  this  County  under  the  government  of  Virginia,  and  the 
manner  in  which  the  General  and  Colonel  PenUcost  Treated  them. 
Before  I  Becelved  your  Excellency's  Letter  of  the.  24th  August 
I  had  applied  to  Colonel  Hays  for  ammunitiop  and  received  twenty 
poundsVowder  and  twenty  of  Lead,  which  was  all  they  Could  spare 
"firom  Westmoreland  County.  I  then  applied  to  Colonel  Broadhead 
and  Received  one  hundred  pounds  powder  and  one  hundred  poi^nds 
Lead  (on  the  Credit  of  this  state,)  which  I  expect  Council  will 
enable  me  to  to  Replace  as  soon  as  Convenient,  and  that  a  Quantity 
of  arms  and  ammunition  will  be  sent  to  this  County  before  next 
spring  together  with  such  orders  as  Council  may  think  proper 
Respecting  the  frontiers  and  Drafting  the  Militia. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  Singular  Respect  and  attachment 

your  Excellency's  most  obedient    - 
and  very  Humble  Servant, 

JAMS.  MARSHAL,  L.  W.  C* 

On  public  service. 

His  Excellency,  Joseph  Reed,  Esquire,  President  of  the  Su|^mA 
Bxeontfve  Council;  Philadelphia. 
Honoured  bj  CUl  JBays. 
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BOBE&T  MORBIS  TO  Y.  P.  M00RE|   1781. 

Office  of  Finance,  Nor  10, 1781. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  Honor  to  observe,  that  the  last  warrant  of  Conncil,  in 
niy  Favor,  has  been  paid.  I  need  not  mention  that  the  Money  ia 
expended,  as  that  and  much  more,  has  been  advance4.for  the  State, 
lone  before  the  Receipt  of  it.  The  Weekly  Expenditure  on  account 
of  Rations,  is  very  considerable,  indeed  much  more  so  in  itself,  than 
all  which  has  been  furnished  to  me  from  the  Treasury.  My  En- 
gagements being  very  great  I  shall  be  glad  to  receive  another  War- 
rant for  a  Sum  as  considerable  as  may  be  convenient. 
1  am  Sir,  very  respectfully 

your  most  ob*  &  humble  S% 

ROB*  MORRIS. 
The  Honble  Vice  President  of  Pensilvania. 


Robert  Morris  to  Y.  P.  Moore,  1781. 

Office  of  Finance,  l^oTember  12*^,  1781. 
Sir, 

I  have  been  honoured  with  your  note  of  this  day,  accompanied 
with  a  draft  on  the  State  Treasurer,  for  Thirty  Thousand  Pounds 
Specie,  to  be  applied  in  discharge  of  my  Engagements,  for  the  Spe- 
cific Supplies  required  by  the  United  States,  from  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  which  as  fast  as  the  Money  is  received,  shall  be  com- 
plied with,  I  am  not  insensible  to  the  attention  of  the  Honourable 
Council,  on  this,  and  other  Occasions. 

and  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  Servant. 

ROB*  MORRIS. 
The  Honorable  Vice  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


Resolution  of.  Conoress,  1781. 

By  The  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled, 

November  U^\  1781. 

On  a  report  of  a  Committee  consisting  of  M'  Randolph,  M' 
Boudinot,  M*  Carroll,  appointed  to  prepare  the  form  of  notice  to  be 
given  to  the  legislative  or  executive  authority  of  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut on  the  Petition  from  the  Supreme  executive  council  of 
Pensylvania,  respecting  a  dispute  between  the  two  States. 

Congress  agreed  to  Uie  following  resolutions,  Whereas,  the  Presi- 
dent and  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pensylvania 
have  presented  a  Petition  to  the  United  States  in  Congreaa  Aaiem- 
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Uel,  Statiog^^hmi  a  eoniroTeny  bu  long  raboated  bolwMn  tin 
Mid  Slate  of  P)BOtjlv«iia  and  Uie  State  of  Coimeoiioat  retpaeluig 
amdry  kadi  lying  within  the  northern-  bonndarj  of  the  Stale  ^ 
Pen^lvaaia  and  prayioff  for  a  hearing  in  ponoanoe  of  the  ninA 
artiM  of  the  Gonfedemtion. 

Be^olyed, 

That  the  fourth  Monday  in  Jnne  next  be  asngned  tot  the  apptir- 
anoe  of  the  said  States  of  Ponsylvania  and  Cooneetioat  by  tbeir 
lawful  Agents  at  the  place  in  which  Congress  shall  then  be  sitting. 

Besolved,  u-. 

That  the  form  of  the  noUee  be  as  follows  to  be  trsnamitled  hj  the 
Secretary  agreeably  to  the  articles  of  Confederation. 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled  in  the  Citj  of  Phil- 
adelphia.on  the  14^  dav  of  November  in  the  jrear  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty  one,  and  in  the  sixth  year  of 
Independence. 

To  the  legislative  authority  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  it  is 
hereby  made  known  that  pursuant  to  the  nintl^.  article  of  the  C6b- 
federation*  the  Supreme  executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pensylva- 
nia  have  presented  a  Petition  to  Congress,  stating  that  a  controversy 
has  long  subsisted  between  the  said  State  of  I^ns^lvania  and  the 
State  of  Connecticut,  respecting  sundry  lands  lying  within  the 
Northern  boundary  of  the  said  State  of  Pensylvania,  and  praying 
for  a  hearing  in  pursuance  of  the  ninth  article  of  the  Confederation, 
and  that  the  fourth  Monday  in  June  next,  is  assigned  for  the  appear- 
ance of  the  said  States  of  Pensylvania  and  Connecticut  by  their 
lawful  Agents  at  the  place  in  which  Congress  shall  then  sit,  to 
proceed  in  the  premises  as  by  the  said  Conf^eration  is  directed. 

By  order, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y  * 
iMfoneef,— Bead  in  GouncU  Nov'  22t  1781, 

T.  M.,  Seo'y. 


|PaS8IDXHT  MOOBB  TO  BpEAKBB  OF  ASSBMBLT,  1781. 

In  CounbU,  PhUad*.  Nov.  20, 178L 
Sir, 

The  enclosed  letter  from  the  Honorable  Bob*  Morris  Esq', 
Snperintendant  of  Finance,  dated  the  17th  of  November  instant, 

♦  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  Xin..  pp.  1*8, 128. 

f  No  printed  minutes  of  this  date. 

t  He  was  sleeted  President  on  the  14th  inst,  reoei^ng  64  votes  (or 
unamiaioaj4y;  and  James  Potter^  Esq.,  Vioe  President,  receiTing  88  votes,— 
his  eompeUtor,  James  Swing  88  votes— and  prodaimed  on  same  day  at  the 
Oonrt  Rouse.  See  OoL  Bee.,  Vol.  Xllt,  p.  Ill,  114,  fbr  the  election,  and 
aAaoeoantofthei 
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iWith  seTenl  resolves  of  Congress  of  the  80ch  of  Octebery  the  2ttd  of 
JSToTomber  k  of  the  12th  of  November  instant  relative  to  Finanoei 
oame  to  hand  this  daj  and  I  transmit  them  to  yoa  to  be  laid  before 
itbe  0«nerai  Assembly  withoat  delay.  I  have  also  enoloaed  to  you 
a  letter  from  the  Board  of  War,  dated  the  19th  of  November  instant, 
respecting  British  Prisoners  which  is  also  proper  to  be  laid  before 
the  General  Assembly.  And  also  several  depositions  respecting  a 
.  vobbery  committed  on  the  Treasury  of  the  County  of  Bucks. 

I  am  Sir, 

your  humble  servant. 
Directedf 

Hon'ble  Fred.  A.  Muhlenburg,  Esq.;  Speaker  of  the  Oeneral 
Assembly. 


Ghas.  Thomson,  Sec'y  of  Congress,  to  Pbbs.  Moobb,  1781. 

Secretary's  office,  Nov.  21, 1781. 
'Sir. 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  Congress* 
in  conseouence  of  the  petition  presented  by  his  Excellency,  the  presi* 
dent  ana  the  supreme  executive  Council,  relative  to  the  disputes 
between  the  states  of  Pensylvania  &  Connecticut.  And  beg  leave  to 
inform  you  that  agreeably  to  order,  I  have  transmitted  the  notice  to 
his  excellency)  the  Oovernor  of  Connecticut. 
I  am,  with  respect, 

Your  excellency's  most  obedient  & 
most  humble  serv., 

CHA.  THOMSON. 


Petition  of  D.  &  R.  Bundle,  1781. 

To  his  Excellency,  the  president  &  the  honouraUe,  the  Members  of 
the  Supreme  Executive  Council. 

The  petition  of  Daniel  Rundle  &  Richard  Rundle. 
Humbly  showeth, 

'  That  about  the  twenty-seventh  Day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  &  Eighty  your  petiUoner,  Daniel 
Rundle,  was  required  by  the  proclamation  of  your  honourable  Board 
to  surrender  himself  to  some  Justice  of  this  State,  upon  pain  of 
Attainder  of  Treason.  That  shortly  after  a  still  was  seised  and 
taken  by  the  Agents  of  Council  for  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  as  the 
property  of  your  said  petitioner,  Daniel  Bundle,  which  was  and  is  the 

Eroperty  of  your  petitioner,  Richard  Rundle.  That  the  said  still  has 
lin  ever  since  in  the  Hands  of  your  s«  Agents,  without  anv  sale 
being  made  or  the  property  thereof  being  ascertained  or  enquired  into. 
That  the  stiU  is  in  a  situation  where  it  has  already  received  Damage, 

♦  See  page  446,— also  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XIII.,  p.  115.      -      • 
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&  18  in  Danger  of  receiving  further  Damage ;  and  jonr  petitioner, 
Richard  Rundloi  haa  an  opportunity  of  employing  the  s**  still  to  ad- 
vantage, if  he  can  receive  it  in  the  course  of  the  present  Week.  That 
your  petitioner,  or  Daniel  Rundle,  hath  surrendered  himself  to  tho 
Chief  Justice  of  this  Commonwealth,  agreeably  to  the  terms  of  the 
B*  proclamation,  &  the  Act  of  Assembly  for  enlarging  the  Time  for 
his  surrender;  so  that  they  humbly  hope  that  no  Reason  can  any 
longer  subsist  for  detaining  the  s'  still,  if  it  even  were  his  property. 
That  the  Agents,  upon  being  applied  to,  have  expressed  their  Desire 
of  receiving  the  Direction  oi  your  honourable  Board  in  the  premises. 
Wherefore  your  petitioners  most  humbly  pray  the  order  &  Directioa 
of  your  Excellency  &  your  Honours  to  the  s'  Agents  for  restoring 
the  8*  still  to  your  petitioner,  Richard  Rundle. 

And  your  petitioners  will  every  pray,  &o. 

DAN.  RUNDLEl, 
RICH*  RUNDLE. 

21  Nov.,  1781. 
Indarsedf 

The  Petition  of  Daniel  &  Richard  Rundle.   Read  in  Council  Nof « 
28,1781.    Rejected.    T.  M.,  Sec'y. 


Ebbnbzer  Hazard  to  Pass.  Moorb,  1781. 

Philadelphia,  Nor  21flt,  1781. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  Honor  to  inform  your  Ezeellenqy  that,  agreeably  to 
the  Purport  of  the  enclosed  Resolution  of  Congress,  I  have  spent 
some  Time  in  the  Eastern  States,  and  made  a  valuable  Collection  of 
Materials  for  their  History,  ,but  being  called  from  thence  by  the 
Business  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  which  will  detain  me  some 
Weeks  in  this  City,  I  propose  employing  my  Leisure  Ho^rs  in 
making  the  Collection  for  this  State : — will  your  Excellency  there- 
fore permit  me  to  request  your- Order  to  the  Persons  who  keep  th^ 
Records  of  the  State,  to  admit  me  to  an  Inspection  of  them,  and  in* 
dulge  me  with  the  Liberty  of  taking  a  Volume  at  a  Time  to  the 
House  of  Matthew  Clarkson,  Esq',  (my  present  Residence)  for  the 
Purpose  of  extracting  such  Parts  as  may  conduce  to  the  valuable 
End  in  View. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

your  Excellency's  most  obedient 

and  very  humble  Servant, 

EBEN.  HAZARD. 
Directed  f 

His  Excellency,  William  Moore,  Esquire,  President  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania. 

♦  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XHI.,  p.  122.  He  published  in  1792  and  1794,  2 
¥oU.  in  4io.,— entitled  "  Hjstprical  CoUections," 'for  which  he  was  iitthe 
above  date  soliciting  materials.    He  was  father  of  the  present  Editor. 
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Bbsolution  of  CoNaRESS,  1778. 

In  Congress^  July  20, 1778. 

The  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of  the  11th, 
from  Ebeoezer  Hazard,  Esq. ;  and  the  papers  thereto  relatingi 
report, 

**  That  they  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  haying 
oonversed  with  Mr.  Hazard  npon  the  subject,  are  of  opinion,  that 
Mr.  Hazard's  undertaking  is  laudable,  and  deserves  the  public  pa- 
tronage and  encouragement,  as  being  productive  of  public  utility." 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  several  Gk>vemors, 
Presidents  and  Executive  Powers  of  the  several  States  in  this  union, 
to  assist  Mr.  Hazard,  and  give  facility  to  his  labours,  in  making  a 
collection  of  the  various  State  papers,  relative  to  the  orifin  and 
progress  of  the  several  European  settlements  in  North  Amenca,  and 
Buch  as  relate  to  the  rise  and  progress  of  the  present  war  with  Oreat 
Britain.  That,  for  this  purpose,  he  be  admitted  to  an  inspection 
of  plublic  records,  and  be  furnished  without  ezpenoe,  with  copies  of 
such  papers  as  he  may  judge  will  conduce  to  the  valuable  end  he 
hath  in  view. 

That  it  be  also  recommended  to  such  private  gentlemen,  as  may 
have  collected  any  materials  of  the  kind  above  mentioned,  to  assist 
Mr.  Hazard  in  his  laudable  undertaking. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

CHARLES  THOMSON,  Secretary. 


Rbpresbntation  of  thb  Quakers,  1781. 
# 
To  the  President  and  Executive  Council,  the  General  Assembly 
of  Pennsilvania  and  Others  whom  it  may  concern. 

The  following  Representation  on  behalf  of  the  People  called 
Quakers, 
Sheweth, 

That  the  Outrages  and  Violences  committed  on  the  Property,  and 
on  divers  of  the  Persons  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Philadelphia,  of  our 
Religious  Society,  by  Companies  of  licentious  People  parading  the 
Streets,  destroying  the  Windows  and  Doors  of  our  Houses,  breaking 
into  and  plundering  some  of  them,  on  the  Evening  of  the  24*^  of  last 
month,*  increases  the  Occasion  of  our  present  Address  to  you  who  are 
in  the  Exorcise  of  the  Powers  of  Civil  Oovemment,  which  is,  in  itself, 
honorable  and  origioally  instituted  for  the  Support  of  public  Peace 
Jk  good  order  and  the  Preservation  of  the  just  Rights  of  the  People. 

*  R^oiclDgs  at  surrender  of  ComwalUs.    See  CoL  Bee,  VoL  XIII.,  p.  181. 
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Although  wo  helievc  that  most  of  yon  are  not  uDacqnainted  with 
our  religious  Principles  in  general,  and  the  Reasons  of  our  dissent 
from  other  professea  Christians,  in  divers  Matters  relating  to  Faith 
&  Practice,  yet  as  such  riotous  Proceedings  are  shameful  to  tho 
Christian  name  &  dishonorable  to  Oovernment,  and  many  of  us  havo 
suffered  great  Lofts  and  Damage,  We  apprehend  it  our  duty  to 
bring  into  your  View,  the  Grounds  of  our  not  complying  with  the 
vain  Modes  of  Rejoicing,  in  which  many  indulge  themselves;  aa 
also  for  the  Information  of  others,  who  through  misapprehensioUi 
or  prejudice,  too  freely  attribute  our  Conduct  to  Obstinacy  and  a 
party-spirit ;  and  are  thus  prompted  wrongfully  to  judge  and  con- 
demn  us. 

It  therefore  appears  to  us  requisite  to  put  you  &  them  in  mind, 
that  at  the  beginning  of  the  Reformation,  a  few  Centuries  past,  the 
Day  of  the  Lord  gradually  broke  forth  in  divers  Nations  of  Europe, 
raising  up  pious  Men  to  declare  against  tho  gross  Superstitions  & 
Impositions,  contrary  to  the  nature  and  spirit  of  Christianity,  which 
for  many  ages  had  prevailed,  and  enabling  them  to  stand  faithful, 
many  of  them,  even  unto  Death,  according  to  the  discoveries  of 
duty  made  known  to  them  in  that  revival  of  Oospel  dawn  on  their 
Minds.  And  in  process  of  Time  it  pleased  Almighty  Ood  further 
to  cause  his  glorious  Day  of  Light  to  advance,  and  the  Sun  of 
Righteousness  to  shine  in  great  brightness,  whereby  not  only  the 
gross,  but  also  the  more  specious,  as  well  as  minute  branches  of 
Corruption  were  manifested  to  our  worthy  Ancestors :  which  divine 
principle  of  Light  &  Truth  we  also  profess. 

In  this  manifestation  of  Gospel  Light  they  clearly  saw,  &  many  of 
us  are  now  also  firmly  convinced,  among  other  important  Truths,  that 
the  Lusts  of  Ambition,  Avarice,  Envy  and  Emulation,  from  whence 
Wars,  Strife  and  Contention  about  earthly  Things  proceed,  are  the 
Fruits  of  the  depravity  and  corruption  of  the  human  Heart,  which 
must  be  expelled  and  eradicated  in  the  spiritual  Work  of  christian 
Redemption.  And  they  not  only  saw  that  they  must  cease  from  all 
outward  Hostilities,  but  that  their  Conversation  and  Conduct  must 
be  consistent  with  the  doctrine  and  precepts  of  the  Gospel ; — that 
as  they  could  not  join  with  others  in  sheding  the  Blood  of  their 
Fellow  men,  for  whom  Christ  died,  who  came  into  the  World^to  save 
Men's  Lives  &  not  to  destroy  them,  neither  could  they  unite  in  re- 
joicing for  the  Advantages  gained  by  such  bloodshed:  as  they  could 
not  fight  with  the  Fighters,  neither  could  they  triumph  with  the 
Conquerers.  And  therefore  they  were  not  to  be  prevailed  upon  to 
make  a  ahew  of  conformity  in  such  rejoicings,  by  placing  Lights  in 
any  part  of  the  Fronts  of  their  Houses,  or  other  compliances  of  the 
like  nature  and  tendency,  well  knowing  the  Levity  &  Folly  attending 
such  Things,  to  be  inconsistent  with  religious  Gravity  and  Sobriety, 
and  with  that  Godly  Fear  and  reverence  which  ought  at  all  Times 
to  dwell  on  the  Minds  of  those  who  profess  to  be  followers  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
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It  was  likewise  shewed  to  them,  in  thr  same  divine  Light,  as  well 
as  by  the  doctrine  of  the  Holy  Scriptares,  that  the  Sons  of  God  were 
led  by  the  Spirit  of  God,  &  that  all  voluntary  Humility  and  Will- 
Worship  must  be  laid  aside  by  them ;  &  therefore  they  could  not 
sabject  themselves,  in  the  Worship  of  Almighty  God,  to  the  Will 
and  Commands  of  Men,  &  as  they  were  redeemed  from  insincerity, 
they  could  not  dissemble,  by  seeming  to  conform  when  in  Heart  and 
Spirit  they  did  not,  but  continued  to  open  their  Shops  and  follow 
their  lawful  Occupations  on  Days  appointed  by  human  Authority 
for  the  Observations  of  public  Fasts,  Feasts  or  Thanksgiving,  as  usual 
on  other  Days.  This  was  their  constant  conscientious  Practice,  that 
they  might  stand  clear  in  the  discharge  of  their  Duty  towards  God, 
and  with  intent  that  others  through  their  Example  might  be  induced 
to  reflect  upon  the  Vanity  and  impropriety  of  those  Observances 
and  Tamalts,  and  their  incoherence  with  the  inward  Life,  Spirit  & 
Virtue  of  true  Religion  &  christian  Sobriety. 

And  notwithstanding  they  were  charged  with  being  actuated  by  a 
Spirit  of  singularity,  obstinacy  &  a  Desire  to  be  contrary  to  others, 
yet  they  demonstrated  that  in  whatsoever  they  could  comply  agree- 
able to  good  Conscience,  they  were  ready  to  do  it.  Thus  they 
ooQOurred  with, the  propriety  and  decency  of  other  professed  Chris- 
tians in  appropriating  the  First  day  of  the  Week  for  the  performance 
of  public  Worship,  believing  it  also  to  be  their  duty  to  suspend  their 
Attention  to  their  outward  Concerns  on  other  Days,  and  to  meet 
often  together,  according  to  the  Practice  of  the  primitive  Christians, 
for  the  like  pious  Purpose. 

It  is  not  from  irritation,  or  for  the  Support  of  ancient  Custom, 
but  from  a  conviction  of  Judgment,  that  we  are  led  into  the  same 
Practice  with  our  Ancestors ;  being  firmly  perswaded  that  the  Iloly 
Spirit  will  in  like  manner  lead  and  guide  such  who  are  faithful  to 
its  dictates,  in  their  Conduct  and  Conversation  amongst  Men ;  and 
especially  in  matters  of  Faith  and  Worship.  And  therefore  we  can 
neither  really  Worship,  nor  put  on  any  part  of  the  Appearance  thereof, 
merely  in  conformity  with  the  Injunctions  of  human  Authority ; 
believing  it  our  duty  rather  to  shew  our  Neighbours,  by  our  Practice, 
that  in  this  Gospel  Day,  the  Holy  Spirit  hath  led  us  out  of  the  for- 
mality of  public  Fasts  :  Which,  tho'  in  practice  under  the  Jewish 
Dispensation,  it  does  not  appear  they  are  enjoined  on  Christians, 
either  by  Precept  or  Example  from  the  New  Testament.  Christ 
himself,  in  his  spiritual  appearance,  being  the  Teacher  of  his  People, 
and  when  he  leads  them  to  Fast,  he  directs  that  it  be  in  private,  & 
that  they  appear  not  unto  Men  to  fast.*  This  we  believe  to  be  our 
doty,  as  a  People,  to  bear  constant  &  open  Testimony  noto,  &  also 
to  maintain  it  niUy  &  not  in  part  only,  lest  by  fidling  short  therin, 
we  shoald  deny  Christ  our  Lora  before  Hen,  whom  we  onsht  to  ac- 
knowledge before  all,  &  who  hath  said,  "  whosoever  shalfdeny  me 
**  before  Men,  him  will  I  ako  deny  before  my  Father  which  ia  in 
"Heaven." 

♦  Matt  6.  18. 
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Oar  fore&tbers  ander  fall  conviotion  of  the  rectitude  of  tbeir 
priaoiples,  and  aprightness  of  their  latentioDSy  of  which  they  had 
given  indabitable  Proofs,  through  a  long  Series  of  severe  Perseen- 
iiona  in  their  native  Land,  borne  with  much  firmness  &  christian 
patienoe,  became  at  length  entrusted  with  and  entituled  to,  many 
valuable  extensive  Rights  and  Priviledges,  which  induced  them,  at 
their  own  Ezpenee,  to  encounter  the  dangers  of  the  Seas  and  many 
other  hasards  &  difficulties,  to  settle  and  improve  this  Country, 
at  that  time  a  wilderness ;  having  first  in  concert  with  their  much 
beloved  Friend,  the  wise  William  Penn,  formed  such  a  constitution 
of  Oovemment,  as  gave  the  most  promising  prospect  of  securing  to 
themselves  &  their  Posterity,  the  free  and  full  enjoyment  of  liberty 
of  Conscience,  which  they  preferred  to  all  temporal  Considerations, 
and  were  constantly  careful  to  preserve,  not  only  to  themselves,  but 
to  all  Persons,  of  every  other  religious  Denomination,  who  dwell 
among  them.  And  for  a  considerable  number  of  years,  the  admin- 
istration of  the  Laws  was  chiefly  committed  to  Men  of  the  same 
liberal  Principles,  that  by  the  divine  Blessing  on  their  pious  concern 
for  the  present  &  future  Prosperity  and  Happiness  of  the  People, 
piety  and  virtue  were  promoted  &  encouraged.  Vice  &  Irreligion  were 
discountenanced ;  peace  harmony  &  concord  prevailed,  &  the  enjoy- 
ment of  religious  &  civil  Liberty  was  inviolably  preserved.  Thus 
Pennsilvania  Decame  celebrated  for  the  mildness  &  liberal  temper  of 
its  Qovemment,  &  great  numbers  of  sober  Persons  of  tender  Con- 
seienees,  of  different  religious  Professions,  found  a  quiet  Retreat  from 
the  oppression  and  Persecution^  to  which  they  had  been  subjected  in 
various  parts  of  Europe. 

'  It  must  therefore  appear  strange  and  extraordinary  in  the  view  of 
candid  Enquirers,  that  so  evident  a  Change  and  Contrast  have  taken 
place ;  and  that  we,  many  of  whom  are  the  descendants  of  the  first 
Bettlers,  professing  the  same  religious  Principles  &  connected  in 
Interest,  affection  and  duty  to  the  real  good  and  welfare  of  our 
Country,  who  have  never  forfeited  our  Birthright,  should  now  be 
Vilified,  Persecuted,  Imprisoned  &  excluded  from  our  just  Liberties 
and  Priviledges,  not  only  by  Laws  calculated  to  oppress  us  &  the 
Exeoation  of  them,  in  some  Places,  committed  to  men  of  avaricious, 
profligate  principles,  who  have  made  a  Prey  of  the  Innocent  &  Indus- 
trioas,  to  the  great  Loss  and  damage  of  some,  &  the  almost  Ruin  of 
others,  but  scurrilous  Publications,  &  other  invidious  means  used^]j||^ 
our  Adversaries,  to  calumniate  &  reproach  us  with  opprobrious  nam^J^ 
in  order  to  inflame  the  minds  of  the  Ignorant  and  impose  on  the 
Credulous  to  our  prejudice;  when  upon  an  impartial,  candid  Exami- 
nation, we  trust  it  will  appear,  that  in  the  course  of  the  Commoticns 
which  have  unhappily  prevailed,,  no  just  cause  of  offence  will  be 
found  agunst  us  in  the  general,  but  that  we  have  endeavoured  to 
maintain  our  peaceable  religious  Principles,  to  preserve  a  good  Con- 
Boienoe  towarcb  Ood  &  to  manifest  our  good  will  to  all  Men. 

We  are  not  ineited  by  party-viewa,  or  vindictive  motives  in  this 
Bepnaeiitation,  bot  to  awaken  your  oool  and  dispassionate  attenlvsCL 
Vol.  IX.— 20 
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to  our  mQltiplied  Safferings,  and  the  abnaes  we  hayc  received,  knowiDg 
that  Magistracy  is  inteoded  for  a  Terror  to  £vil>do^r«  &  an  Eocoorag^ 
mcot  to  the  Virtuous.  But  where  the  necessai^  Care  &  £:iertioos 
are  not  used  for  the  prevention  and  suppression  of  Profanity,  Tumults 
and  Outrage,  &  a  virtuous  part  of  the  Community  are  oppressed  & 
insulted,  the  true  end  of  Government  is  neglected,  &  anarchy,  Con- 
fusion, Contempt  of  Authority  &  insecurity  to  Persons  &  Property 
will  succeed.  And  altho'  public  Fasts  may  be  proclaimed,  &  Days 
under  the  name  of  Humiliation,  recommended  &  appointed,  &  Con- 
fession of  Sin  and  transgression  verbally  made,  yet  unless  ^here  be  a 
true  and  sincere  Fasting  from  Ambition,  Strife,  Ill-will,  Animosities, 
Infidelity,  Fraud,  Luxury,  Revelling,  Drunkeness,  oppression  &  all 
manner  of  Evil,  it  cannot  be  a  Fast,  or  acceptable  Day  to  the  Lord ; 
nor  can  we  have  a  well  grounded  Hope,  that  the  Scourge  with  which 
the  Inhabitants  have  been  visited,  will  be  removed,  &  Days  of  peace 
&  tranquility  restored. 

The  dispensation  of  War,  bloodshed  &  Calamity,  which  hath  been 
permitted  to  prevail  on  this  Continent,  is  very  solemn  &  awful, 
demanding  the  most  serious  &  heartfelt  attention  of  ^1  Ranks  ft 
denominations  among  the  People,  individually  to  consider  &  examine 
bow  far  we  are  each  of  us  really  &  unoerely  engaged  to  bring  forth 
Fruits  of  true  Repentance  &  amendment  of  Life,  agreeable  to  the 
Spirit  &  doctrine  of  the  Gospel.  And  altho'  we  have  been  exposed 
to  great  abuse  and  unchristian  Treatment,  we  wish  to  be  enabled 
through  the  assistance  of  divine  Grace,  to  cherish  in  ourselves,  & 
inculcate  in  others  with  whom  we  h%ye  an  Influence,  that  disposition 
of  forgiveness  of  Injuries,  enjoined  by  the  Precept  &  Example  of 
Christ,  our  holy  Lawgiver,  &  to  manifest  our  desires  &  Endeavours 
to  promote  the  real  Good  of  our  Country,  &  that  we  are, 

Your  Friendsi 
Signed  in  &  on  behalf  of  a  Meeting  of  y*  Representatives  of  the  said 

People  in  Phikd*  the  22*  of  11»*  Mo.  1781. 

JOHN  DRINKER,*  Clerk. 


BoBBRT  Morris  and  Richard  Peters  to  Prss.  Moorb, 

1781. 

War  office,  Nov.  24, 1781. 

A  Regiment  of  Federal  Troops  will  bo  stationed  in  this  City  for 
the  ensuing  winter,  &  are  daily  expected.  On  their  Arrival,  the 
Hilitia  now  doing  Duty  here,  will  be  discharged  therefrom.    The 

*  See  Col.  Beo.  Vol  XIII.  p.  181.  Official  information  of  the  capture  of 
Comwallis  was  receiyed  in  Philadelphia,  Oct.  24,  haying  taken  place  on  the 
19th.  Congress  went  in  procession  to  the  German  Lutheran  Church  and 
returned  thanks  to  Almighty  God  for  the  success  of  the  allied  French  and 
American  armies.  The  City  was  brilliantly  illuminated  in  the  evening. 
JPir9Work§  inteoded  tot  this  avei^a  wefe  ppstponed  on  account  of  weather  till 
/Jli0MxL   SM£UiaUns'aTablei,v^li,p.m.   CoVliM.,Y9L  XIII.,  p.  14l|. 
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Barrackfl  are  mocb  oat  of  order  &  should  be  put  in  imipcdMte 
Repair.  By  a  Regulatioii  of  the  Hon'ble  CouDcii,  commuuicatedf.to 
the  BoalU  of  War^  it  was  signified  that  the  Barracks  bejoff  the  IVo- 

rrtj  of  the  State,  should  he  under  the  Direction  of  jour  Excellency 
the  Hob'ble  Goubioil.  We  have  therefore  to  request  that  sb^any 
of  the  Booms  as  are  necessary  for  the  Accommodation  of  the  'mopB^ 
be  put  in  Order  by  the  State,  ft  the  Use  of  them,  with  the  necessary 
Barrack  Utensils,  be  granted  to  the  United  Sutes.  A  Survey  of 
the  Barraeks  wh^n  the  Troops  enter  them,  &  an  Inventory  of  the 
Utensils  beinjg  made  &  taken,  we  agree,  on  Behalf  of  the  United 
States,  that  they  shall  be  returned  to  the  State  in  the  same  Condi- 
tion  they  are  re|0eisjed.  We  request  also  that  the  Sute  wilT  be 
pleased  to  appbiiit^  a'3arraok  Masteri  if  no  such  OAWf  is  already 
app|f<>in»ed..      :.,.,.,... 

We  have  the  donour  to  be,  ^  :■ 

With  great  Bespeot, 

Your  very  obtdt  ServtP, 

'      K6Bt.  MORRIS,  ; p,;; 

•. ,  Superipten^ant  of  Finance.     V 

EICHARD  PBTBRS,  '     :, 

£,xeQHtiDg  the  i)iitiea  of  tha/Vfi^ 
Dipp^^^^PH^fe  by  authority  &  J^. 
1]^^  of-Ooiigress. 
JHreeiedj, 
On  the  Service  of  the  iUnited  Sta:tes. 

Eljis  Ezpelleiftoyii  WlUiam  Moore,  fisq ,  President^  &  the  Hjt»|^lJ^ 
Itie^up^eioie  Executive  Council  of  Peiinsllvania.     '  ','..'.' 


:L  :• 


WtLiiAM  Scott  to  Pres.  Moorb,- 1781.      •" 

Tork,Nov:28^b.lT9J".  :: 

Sit,  ,.:.■  ;,         "'■■  •  ''  \  '"'; 

On  see*  of  ordcxs^  from  the  Hononnkbjfe  Conn<0  of  the  llii^  o^ 
Sep'  IfJBt^  I  ctil*  the  li^I^  JQ^orsemcn  oif  yofk  CQunty  to  hold  )l%Os 
selves  jn  ireaoiness  for  Marching  f^iihe  shortest  iiotice.  .  On  .lifh^cbji 
upward  p^  thirty  met  at  Marsh  &eek  and  Chose  olEucers.  •  Ne^f&}^ 
the  numW  have  enroled  thegiselveii  at  Hanover,  but  havct'i^ij^  Q^^ 
Thft  offioers  Elected  are  William  M'Pherson,  Captain ;  R^beri,  j|or^ 
rison,'Lientenant;  and  James  GettyeSi. Cometh  .:irt  -    it 

V^VLf»i  your  Ezcellenaywdl;  please  to  send  Coii;imiflj^({f^"|(or 
them.  ,'.,",.  "'         .   ■"  .  ^ 

Iaiii|Sir^ypurSz9eI}6poy'a  ..  .'. 

.    Obedieiit;  fiwnble  Sen*,  .1     '^     . 
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Db  Exeellenoyi  WHlitm  Hoore,  Esq. 

The  enoloa^  is  to  fill  a  yaouicy  ooasioned  bj  Jomah  So^  Esq , 
lemoTiiig  oat  of  York  CoaDty.  Haye  sent  this  return,  PrajKg  your 
BzeeUenoy  and  the  Honoaraole  Goaooil  to  appoinl;  one  of  thoae  two 
Qentlemen.to  the  office  of  a  Justice  of  the  Peaoe. 

I'm  your  £f eellency'a 

Hofflbla  8enrant| 

WM.  SCOTT. 


Adah  Hublxt  to  Pbbs.  Moobs^  1781. 

Ijtncaster,  Deoember  1"*.  1781. 
Sir,  ^ 

I  hsTo  to  acqntint  yoor  Excellene^i  that  the  tone  of  daty  of  the 
Hilitiai  at  this  place  will  shortly  expue,  a  relieve  will  be  necessary 
in  the  course  of  a  fortnight  An  order  firom  Council  tot  that  purpose 
will  be  duly  attended  to. 

I  am  particularly  called  upon  by  many  respectable  Inhabitants,  of 
this  County,  to  addren  your  Ezcelleney  and  Council,  in  their  behalf, 
ind  represent  their  Orierances,  with  respect  to  the  Militia  serrioe, 
of  which  they  coneeiTe  an  unequal  proportion  is  thrown  upon  them. 

Am  to  the  details  of  the  state  at  large,  I  am  not  acquainted  with, 
shall  therefore  not  presume  to  touch  upon  that  subject.  But  beg 
leaye  to  set  forth,  that  under  the>  former  &.prf»ent  l|ilitia  Laws,  the 
Militia  of  this  Countv  hm  comnleated  (excepting  an  eighth  pi^rt  of 
ihe  third  tour)  three  {Mjk  cofnpleat  tours.  .  Thw  they  say  is  at  least 
six  classes  more,  than  some  of  our  Neighbouring  Counties  haye  fur- 
nished, as  b  represented  to  them  (they  say)  from  good  Authority. 

I  wish  not  to  trouble  your  Excellency  &  Gouncu  in-minting  out 
the  many  inconyeniencies,  which  has  attended  the  frequent  calls — ^I 
will-only  among  the  many  set  forth  one,  that  is  the  pnssing  demand 
for  Money  by  those  people  who  haye  pay  to  demand,  and  the  little 
we  haye  as  yet  got  to  giye  them.  The  following  reason  for  not 
beingmore  forwara  with  the  cblleotions  is  truly  thii — we  must  either 
hibi  nearly  one-half  of  the  Country,  ori^ow  time  to  mkke  up  money. 
JHie  greater  part  which  we  haye  reoeiyed-^he  Sub-lieutenants,  haye 
Uim  .oblig'd  to  Mile  on  property  &  sell  it^  from  numbers  of  people 
OMinqutats)  who  haye  Deoome  so,  not  from  disaffection  or  opposiuon 
to  our  cause,  but  absolute  necessity,  which  has  brought  many  with 
thdr  families  to  the  door  of  want  &  ruin. 

*  I  atii  irell  persuaded  sufficient  Money,  by  no  means  h  amboff  us  to 
satisfy  all  the  public  demands  unless  time  is  gtyen.  Rather  than  to 
ruin  ft  distress  the  Country  (which  I  am  well  persuaded  is  not  the 
design  of  the  Law)  we  haye  in  maiqr  Instances  of  late  giyen  time, 
mb4  more  jNurtioularly,  for  this  reason — the  property  which  has  been 
joirtf  Miiofbra  wae  sold  for  less  than  a  six 


lo  prejudice  (jk  indeed  want  pf  Money)  people  have  in  pnrobiat^gafc 
these  sales,  and  I  solemnly,  dfctare  to  yonr  E^qellepcy  &  CoafdL 
that  Effects  to  the  yalae  of  £lO(f|  have  heen  sold  to  pay  Ten^  a  A9.«ua 

,  i  cannot  say  the  people  a^e  in  anywia^baokwardi  or  unwilling  Uf 
comply^  with  ev^  Remand  m  fitras^eain  theirpower^but  tbeTefy 
sickly  season  which  we  have  hid  in  the  Country,  hias  absolutely  piU 
it  out  of  their  power tc^^ave lend^ed. either  their  personal  servioefl 
or  put  them  spffici^iftJjr  forii^  to  pay  their  fines.       .  / 

1  would  therefore'  beg  your  Bzoeflency  &  the  Hdnbk  Council 
would  take  into  your  Consideration  this,  matter  and  if  the  Complunt 
appear  just  to  order  the  next  call  of  Hilida  for  a  relieve  from  some 
of  tho  Counties  who  are  most  diffident,  which  will  allow  us  time  to 
collect  Moneyiind  p^  the'dftatands  on  us.  ^i 

Shquld  the  relieve. be. demanded  from  this  County,  a  part  of  them 
(being  the  next  olaSsibr*  dut;^)  will  'have  to  come  from  upper  PaxtOD| 
some  not  less  than  seventy  Biiles  from  this  place.  ^        "{  ^ 

t  am,  with  every  respect, 

your  Sxcellencys  most  obed't| 

&  very  hum.  servt. 

Sundry  Petitions  from  the  Gdunty  on  t)ie  'same  subject  have  been 
forwarded  to  me,  to  lay  before  Council,  which  will  be  forvrarded 
imlliediately*  I  am  infbrm'd  there  are  more  but  they  have  not  come 
to  jne  as  yet. 

Should  Militia  be  ordered  from  «iy  6ther  eounty  it  irill  be  Beoes> 
«nry4hey  should  be  bete  on  the  11^  instant^  on  the  18^  the  pnMofl 
Oiuirdff  tour  is  expired.  I    '!'■ 

DmtUd,  •./:.-:.... 

On  publio  Service. 

Hia  ExcelletieT,  William  Moore,  Esquire,  Presid't  ofpMa^. 
Philadelphia.  '       ^ 


BiL'J^B^i  JomrsTON  TO  Council,  1781. 

Philadelphia,  IV  3*,  1781. 
jQentlemen, 

Beiuff  a  Native  off,  &Jiaving  a  right  to ,  the  Privileges  of  f 
free  OiUaen  of  this  State :  abo  havjung  entered  into  the  Service  of 
the  United  States  (with  the  Troops  of  this  State,  at  a  very  early 
Period,)  in  defence  of  their  Rights  &  Liberties,  &  having  stedilv 
proaepoted  the  glorious  Object,  in  the  Line  of  my  Profession,  untm 
this  Hour,  1  most  humbly  conceive,  I  am  entitled  to  all  the  Beu$^ 

•  See  CoL  Beo.,.yol.  XHL,  l^^^4\. 
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iBUr&  EmolimeDts  granted  by  a  late  Act  of  yoai'  Legislature,  ''entl- 
tSed  it!  Aet  to  Settle  &  Adjust  the  A^^unts  of  the  Tn^ops  of  this 
fitkte;&o/' 

I  aporehend  there  is  no  need  for  my  troubling  your  Hibnicin  with 
a  detail  of  my  different  Appointments  f^m  OoiigreM  &  points  of 
Duty  performed,  these  thSiirgq  being  l^eQ  known  to  sotiie  of  jovit 
honorable  Body. 

T  humbly  request^  that  your  honorable  Body  will  be  pleased  to 
order  the  Auditors  to  Adjust  my  Aoeouni^  ligtis^ble  to  the  before 
mentioned  Act.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  Honors       ;    • 

most  obedient  hnmble  ^ertmst, 

ROB*  JOHNSTOJT,  P.  &  S.  &  D.  P. 
Directed  f 
The  Supreme  Executive  Coutacil  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


Obhju  Wm;  InvniB.To  Pbes.  op  Council, — ^Death  op 
Col.  LochrTj  178JL. 

^  .       Port  Pitt,  Deceihber  S',  1781. 

Bir,  .... 

I  am  sorry  to  inform  your  Bxcellepcy  that  this  Country  has  got 
a  severe  stroke  by  th^  loss  of  Colonel  Loohry  and  about  one  hundred 
(tis  said)  of  the  best  men  of  Westmoreland  County,  inolucUng  Cap- 
tain Stockoly  &  his  Company  of  Rangers,  They  were  going  down  the 
Ohio  on  General  Clarke's  Expedition,  many  accounts  agree  that  they 
were  all  killed  or  taken  at  the  mouth  of  the  Miame  ^ver  I  beliovo 
obiefly  filled — this  misfortune  added  to  the  faU^re  of  General 
Clarke's  Expedition,  has  filled  the  people  with  great  dismay  many 
talk  of  retiring  to  the  East  side  of  the  Mountain  early  in  the  Spring 
—Indeed  there  is  great  reason  to  Apprehend  that  the  Savages,  & 
perhaps  the  British  from  Detroit  will  push  us  hard,  in  the  Spring — 
and  I  believe  there  never  were  Posto-^nor  «  Cimtkry  in  a  Worse 
state  of  defence — Notwithstanding  I  am  well  informed  there  has 
been  sundry  meetings  of  people  at  different  places,  for  the  purpose 
of  concerting  plans  to  emigrate  into  tho  Indian  Country-^here  te 
totabllsh  a  Govetnmtot  for  themselves^— What  the  result  of  their 
meetings  were  I  can  not  SAv — and  as  I  do  not  intend  to  interfere  in 
Civil  matters,  have  not  taken  any  notice  df  the  affair— From  what 
bbservations  I  have  been  able  to  make  I  am  of  opinion  there  is  many 
obvious  reasons  that  no  thno  should  be  loeed  in  running  the  line 
between  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania. 

^  6ee  CeL  Roe.  Vol.  XIIT.,  p;  187. 
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-'Oitit  Government  will  iiever  be  fairlj  established  till  tben,  n^r 
«eVea  tbe  Militia  dmwh  otit  with  regularity  fbt  their  own  dofsnie.  "I 
have  DO  reason  as  yet  to  oomplain  of  the  people  for  the  reflriQtofy 
nni^f emabto  loose  manners  generally  ascribed  to  them — ^t  ii^are 
yon  Sir,  tn^  pity  for  their  sitoation,  is  tathet  excited,  than  Wr^ih 
or  indignation  kindled.  I  have  eood'jn^nnds  to  believe  thattio 
Settlements  at  Oanetncl^e  ft  the  fflls  will  bra^pe  np-^in  which  eaile 
I  fear  a  number  of  adventurers  who  talk  of  going  down  to  New  Ottr- 
leans  with  Flour  will  be  kill'd  or  taken.  Council  mav  depend  d^rftlg 
my  stay  here,  that  no  exertions  iu  my  pewer  shadf  be  wanting  in 
every  thing  that  ibay  tend  to  the  welfltre  of  the  Stafe  or  protief6t!(^ 
of  the  InhaMtants  as  &r  as  consistent  with  iAj  duty  u  afn  oMeer  t>f 
the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
with  great  Respect,  Sir, 
Your  Exeellenotes 

most  obedi^t  Servknt, 

WM.  mVINB.; 

P.  S.  Please  16  excuse  the  omisrion  of  personal  address,  we  have 
not  heard  here  who  has  been  elected  Presldontil 

•  W.  J.* 

Sect.  Matlack  t«  Spbakbr  of  Assemblt^  1781. 

.  In  Council  Philada.  Deer.  5, 178). 
Sir.      J.  ^ 

The  Council  having  received  and  read  several  depositions  con- 
cerning divers  robberies  said  to  be  committed  on  Daniel  Pettit  and 
Job  Barton,  eolkctors  of  the  county  of  Bucks,  and  en- John  Brown 
and  Frederick  Taylor  collectors  of  the  county  of  Chester,  have 
thought  proper  to  orddr  those  depositions  to  be  laid  before  the 
General  assembly,  I  have  therefore,  enclosed  them  to  yoU|  and  re« 
quest  you  will  piease  to  ky  them  before  the  house. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

your  most  obedient  eettHtatyf 
!rtb  HonoTirable  Frederii^  A  Muhlenburg  Bsq.,  Spetiker  of  Gen. 
assembly. 

James  SMn?H  to  Pees.  Moom,  1781. 

Philadelphia  7thy  December^  1781. 
Shr, 

Oii  the  7th  of  Febuary  1781, 1  sold  to  C6l.  Saml.  Lyoi^  Com- 
missary  of  Purchases  for*  Cumberlaiid  County  150  head  of  Beef 
Catde  for  the  use  of  the  publfck,  to  supply  the  firtificdrs  &  others  at 
*  See  Cot  Rec,  Vol.  XHt,  pp.  IW.  W.  . 
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the  Continental  works  near  Garlide  who  at  that  time  were  in  the 
i  latest  diatressy  and  near  breaking  oat  into  an  open  meeting  li^r 
.' want  jof  proviaions. 
.  By  Contract  between  Coll.  Lyon  &  me  whioh  I  have  the  Honour 

to  lay  before  your  Excellency  &  Conndl,  he  obligated  himielf  to 

ry  me  for  one  hundred  Bead  at  one  ahilling  ^  pound  State  Money 
fifty  head  more  at  lOd^  pound  like  Money  m  two  weeks  from 
the  date  of  the  article  or  replace  the  said  Cattle  by  the  15  th  of  May 
following  at  the  ohoise  and  ontion  of  Coll.  Lyon. 
,.  I  also  take  the  Liberty,  to  lay  before  Council  Coll.  Lyons  Draft 
on  Jacob  Morsan  Esquire  for  the  amount  of  the  Cattle  being  8427| 
IL  8y  State  Money  of  which  there  was  none  then  in  oirpulatioQi 
otner  than  that  commonly  called  Island  Money  as  also  appears  by 
Coll.  Lyon  Certificate. 

I  beg  leave  to  mention  the  great  Trouble  &  Expense  I  have  been 
subjected  to  in  my  endeavours  to  obtain  this  Money,  twice  before  I 
have  attended  10  or  12  weeks,  besides  the  disappointment  &  de- 
rangement, the  want  of  it  has  occasioned  to  my  circumstances  ap- 
proaching nearly  to  the  ruin  of  myself  &  Family. 

I  therefore  Bequest  that  your  Excellency  and  the  Honourable 
Council  will  take  such  Order  in  this  affair  as  will  render  speedy  k 
efieotual  Justice  to 

Your  Excellencys  most  obedient, 

and  most  Bble*  Servant, 

JAS.  SMITH. 
His  Excellency  the  Pre»dent  &  the  Hon.  Council. 

•♦  «. 

Adam  Obth  to  Pbbs.  Moobb,  1781. 

Lebanon  December  7th  1781. 
Sir, 

I  Beg  leave  to  infbrm  your  excellency  that  I  repeatedly  Applied 
to  Bartram,  Gailbraith,  late  laeut.  Lan.'  County,  James  Crawford, 
Sub.  Lieut  &  Stewart  late  Colo,  of  the  2d  Battalion  of 

Lancaster  Countv  Militia  for  the  returns  of  their  Battalion  that  I 
'  miffht  be  enabled  to  have  the  Arrears  of  said  Battalion  properly 
Collected.  They  informed  me  that  the  Captains  of  said  mttalion 
neglected  to  give  the  returns  into  the  Hands  of  said  Colonel.  As 
there  remains  upwards  of  One  Hundred  &  Fifty  thousand  pounds 
uncollected  in  Lancaster  County,  and  by  all  probability  shall  not  be 
able  to  proceed  with  satisfaction  to  the  other  Battalions  in  the  Col- 
lection of  the  Arrears  if  not  speedily  supplied  with  the  returns  of 
said  Battalion.  Therefore  I  hope  your  Excellency  and  the  Hon- 
orable Council  win  Adopt  such  proper  ways  &  means  to  obtain  the 
said  papers  and  that  such  saUsfaction  be  given  to  the  good  people 
who  have  allways  rendered  fheir  personal  sefrice  or  paid  their  Fines 
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■grwiibh  to  Lftw,  m  to  jmt  ExMOeacy  k  iha  Honoonble  Coubeil 
«m  ^petr  to  be  Just  rad  proper. 

I  mho  Beff  leare  to  refer  your  Exeellenej  ind  ibe  HoqomU^ 
CouBoU  to  the  latter  end  of  the  15th  iectioa  of  a  OertalD  Aet  of  Oefe^ 
orat  Aaeeniblyy  entitled  an  Aet  ftnr  the  repeal  of  so  nrechof  the 
Laws  of  this  Common  Wealth  at  make  the  Cottineotal  bilb  of 
eredit  and  the  Bills  emitted  by  the  resokes  or  Aets  of  the  Aasesi* 
bUee  of  the  said  Common  Wealth  a  legal  Tender^  &  for  other  pni^ 
poses  therein  mentioned^  Containing  amongst  others  the  folloimg 
words  vk.  All  Fhies  penalties  &  foifeltaresy  imposed  by  any  Aeli  A 
the  Assembly  of  this  Common  Wealthy  sinee  the  fe?<mtion  shall  bo 
levied  Colleoted  and  recovered  in  so  much  Odd  k  silver  Money  as 
the  snms  specified  in  the  respective  acts  for  the  said  Fines,  Penalties 
&  forfeitnieSy  were  worth  at  the  several  Times  of  passing  the  said 
Acts  aooordioff  to  the  rate  of  depreciation  aforesaid.  After  Con- 
sidering the  (^mtsnts  of  the  said  Act,  I  thousLt  proper  to  stop  the 
coUeotioip.  of  thf  said:  Arrears,,  nn till  I  shall  receive  a  proper 
Answer  from  Your  Excellency  &  the,  Hbble.  Council|  whether  the 
Depreciation  upon  the  arrearages  dtn  be  demanded  or  not  The 
Collecting  Fees  upon  the  Nominal  sum  of  the  said  Arrears  (and 
that  in  state  Money  only)  are 'soTnfling  small  that  I  am  afraid  I  shall 
not  have  it  in  my  Power  to  get  the  same  Collected,,  mnless  some- 
thing will  be  done  respecting  the  same.  Your  Excellency  &  the 
Honourable  supreme  Executive  Council  will  please  to  take  the 
premises  into  ^Consideration  &  give  snch  proper  directions  as  will 
sufficiently  enable  me  to  procMd  in  the  Collectioii  of  the  said 
Arrearages. 

I  am  with  respect, 

Your  ExeUeocies  most  obt.  &  very  Efbble-  servt. 

n.  ADAM  ORTH  Sub  lit.  L;0. 

P.  S.  Your  early  Answer  would  be  very  Aeceptablor 

On  pnblic  Service. 
Direetedf 

To  His  Exellettey  William  Moore  Esqr.,  Pnsident  of  tSie  Supreme 
Bx^tivo  Council  Philadelphia. 


'    Trustbes  07  XTniversitt  to  Assemblt,  1781. 

By-Desire  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  University  I  am  to 

pest  you  as  one  of  the  Trustees  to  mention  to  the  House  of 

lembly  that  the  kte  Resolution  of  the  House  suspending  the  sale 

onfiscated  Estates  in  its  present  Form  is  very  injurious  to  the 

itntion,  inasmuch  as  the  grant  of  £1500  "^  ann.  made  by  4i 

\mr  Assembly  by  a  solemn  act  of  Legislature,  is.  no\  «ft2tt&sbdL 

«r  than  £600  $  ann.,  as  by  an  Accouni  tetL&v  tt  neoftfnsKrs  Va 

20* 
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be  Iidd  before  the  House  will  appear.  I  would  also  fartber  oleerve 
in  Behalf  of  the  Trustees  that  the  present  Resolution  Taries  from 
4hft  Bill  published  whioh  reserves  the  oonfiscated  Estates  as  a  Fund 
to  juake  up  the  Depreoiation  of  Pay  to  the  Offioers  k  Soldiers.  It 
is  therefore  the  Wish  of  the  Trustees  that  the  Beeolntion  maybe 
amended  so  as  to  enable  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  to  fiuisb 
tbe  Sales  as  &r  as  the  Grant  extends — &  obviate  the  present  Incon- 
sistenoy  of  a  Law  &  a  Tote  of  the  House  being  opposed  to  eaoh 
other.  The  Zeal  manifested  by  the  Assraibly  of  this  State  to  pro- 
mote Learning  &  Science  leaves  us  no  Boom  to  doubt  the  Hon. 
•J3oase  will  ao^de  to  any  reasonable  PrqMsiUon  for  these  Purposes. 
I  am  Sir, 

with  much  Esteem, 

Tour  Obed.  &  Very  Hbble.  Ser., 
JOS.  REED, 
Prerid.  of  the  Board  of  IVustees. 
.jlrlfarketStreeVDeoem.  8,1780.  r  ./ 


Sko*y  Matlaok  to  Maj.  Gbnl.  Howb,  1781. 

The  right  of  a  Court  Martial  to  compel  the  atfteadanee  of  a  wit- 
ness in  the  present  instance  seems  to  depend  on  the  Question — Is 
the  city  a  Ghirrison  town  J  If  it  is,  the  right  is  clear,  otherwise  very 
doubtful,  and  an  action  would  probably  He'  against  the  party  com* 
polling.  But  this  question  ne^  not  be  agitated,  because  the  evi* 
dense  can  be  had  by  other  means.  A  justice  of  the  peace  will  on 
application  issue  his  summons,  and,  in  case  of  refusal,  oompel  atten* 
dance  by  the  witness,  and  will  give  formal  notipo-  to  the  party 
ohai|;ed  to  be  present  durioff  the  examination.  I  should  think  it 
.will  be  most  unexoeptionable  to  give  like.notioe  to  the  Advocate 
Oeneral  or  his  Deputy. 

This  mode  of  proceeding  is  founded  on  genenl  principles  of  law, 
and  is  countenanced  by  an  express  resolution  of  C<mgre8s. 

Mr.  Fleeson  is  the  next  Justice,  and  wiU  pay  attention  to  your 
application. 

lam  Sir, 
; :  Your  most  obt.  aervt., 

T.  M. 
Deer.  10,1781. 
JHreotedf 
MmJot  Oen\  Howoi  present 
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Mi 


Pam*  MOOBB  TO  ASSSMBLT,  1781. 


Sir, 


In  Oounoily 

Phaada.Deor.lO,178Xv. 


The  inclosed  letter  from  His  Ezoellenqr  John  HansoBy  Eeqr.| 
Pre«dent  of  Congress,  dited  the  31si  of  Novr.,  1781,  iipdjtbe 
resoWei  of  Congress  of  RoVember  28, 1781,*  rel(Bommending  to  ilW 
States  to  enaet  laws  for  punishiiiff  infractions  of  the  lairs  of  nations, 
hayins  been  read  in  Oonneil.  I  mto  the  honor  to  transmit  to  f(M 
the  orisinals  and  request  that  you  will  please  to  lay  thea  before  tha 
QeneiM  Assembly. :  •,,  ,.. 

..  .       :     .    :   I  ha?e  the  honor  to  be . 

yonr  most  obedient  Bsryant 
JHreetedf  i . 

To  Hnble.  ]^red.  A.  Muhlenberg,  Esq.,  Speaker  of/Geniini 
Assembly.  i 


Prbs.  of  CoNGaBSB  xo  Pbh.  in  Council,  1781ii  .t 


(Copy.) 


Gironlar  of  Con^press. 


Sir,   •  ''«t 

Tour  Ezoelleney  will  reeerf9  eneloeed  herewith  a-Obpy  of  aw  A^ 
of  Congress  of  the  23d  instant  respecting  infractions  of  the  lawa  id 
nations,  i^nd  the  erection  of  proper  tribunals  for  punishing  them*^ 

Such  is  the  importance  of  the  objects  recommended  in  that  aoj^ 
and  so  obvious  is  the  necessity  for  some  regulations  respecting  ihei^j 
that  I  feel  satisfied  they  will  engage.the  immediate  attentibh  offovi 
Excellency  and  the  Legislature  ofytmt  State. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  '  -^ 

with  great  respect,  Sir, 

Your  Excellency's  most  , 

obedient  &  very  humble  servant, 

JOHN  HANSON,  Presid't. 
Phihdelphia,  81  Nov'r,  1781. 

*  See  Col.  Bee.,  Vol.  Xni.,  p.  154. 
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By  the  United  States  in  Gongrefls  assembled. 

»#rt  23d,  1781. 

On  a  report  of  a  Oommitteo  appointed  to  prepare  a  reoommendation 
to  tha  states  to  eoaot  lajra  for  panishmg  infiaotions  of  the  laws  of 
nations; 
Sesolvedi 

That  it  be  reoommended  to  the  legidatms  of  the  aeveral  states  to 
pro^de  expeditions,  e^^emplary  and  adeqoate  pmbhitient, 

^.(Jlinity  for  the  violation  at  aafe  eonduot^  or  passports,  azpresslj 
gsaotttd  nnder  the  anthority  of  Oongresq  to  the  sabjeots  of  a  fimiga 
rower  in  tiDM  of  war. 

Seeondlji  for  the  oommtssion  of  aois  of  hostiltfy  ftgafasl  sneh  ai 
are  in  amity,  leagne  or  tmee  with  flie  United  State,  or  who  are 
withiii  tbo  samo  under  i^  general  implied  safe  condnct. 

Thirdly,  for  the  infraotions  of  the  immunities  of  ambassadors  nod 
other  publio  ministers  authorised  &  received  as  such  by  the  United 
tHkitB  in  Congress  assembled ;  by  animadverting  on  yiolenoe  oflfered 
to  their  persons,  houses,  carriages  and  propertpr  under  the  iimitatiotts 
allowed  b^  the  usa^  of  nations ;  and  on  dutnrbance  given  to  the 
free  exercise  of  their  religion ;  by  annullinff  all  writs  and  processes 
at  any  time  sued  forth  against  an  Ambassador  or  other  publio  minis- 
ter, or  against  their  goods  and  chattels,  or  against  their  domestic 
servant,  wheieby  his  person  -may  be  arreirted,  Mid, 

Fourthly,  for  infractions  of  treaties  and  conventions  to  which  the 
United  States  are  a  party. 

The  preceeding  being  only  those  ofienOiM  against  the  laws  of 
nations  which  are  most  obvious,  and  public  £iith  and  safety  requir- 
ing that  puaiahaeiil  should  be  oo-exfcsMv^.with  sueb  erisses ; 

Beibhed, 

Thai  it  be  farther  recommended  to^  the  several  stiiles  to'  ereot  a 
|rfbunal  in  eiach  state,  or  to  vest  one  already  esdsting,  with  power 
&  ^^de  on  o£bnces  against  the  law  of  nations  not  contained  m  the 
m^ing  enumeration  under  convenient  restriction^.. 

Besolved, 

That  it  be  fiurther  recommended  to  authorise  smts  to  be  instituted 
for  damages  by  the  party  injured,  and  for  compensation  to  the 
United  States  for  damages  sustained  by  thcDn  from  an  injury  done 
to  a  foreign  power  by  a  citisen. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

GHA/  THOMSON,  Se<^y. 
Copy  compared. 

T.  HATLAGKySec'r. 


JiwsoimxvrMmjL  asgjeotm  1791.         mb 

Col.-  A»am  VvMikst  io  F&xs.  Mtxm^  1T81. 

:  .-        \         /      J         LaDouter,  Decern'  10**,  1781. 

Sir,  .  il^. 

I  h«fe  tbe  Hmor  to  ftokwrnMlge  the  reedpl  of  j6ar  Bxoellilidbj'g 

W!aiieq>6et  to  tU  Oartridge  boxes  fimnffded  from  PhUsd-ML 
wiBbed  your  Ezoelleney  or  OohmU  oonld  batre  nen  tbem. .  I  oonotfie 
H  mj^iutj  to  blDod  (]insbil,.thai  mmdi  ibe^  gmter  part  of  tboii 
jaio  Qot  #orlb  tbe  Oainagfr^^  bave  bad  tbeni  iaipeofed  by  noil 
QentleiBeii ;  tbeir  ojqiiaioiirio,  tbej  aie  traab,  k  ibat  neadj  two-ftUraa 
of  tboM  nuat  bain  loog  iinoo  been  ooBcbinnod  ft  duroim  aiida. 
Tbe  Boaid  of  Wn,  bad  &j  known  tbo  dlaalbB  of  tbeai,  I  an  well 
pewaddji  wonld  aol  baye  giyen  an  order  for  tbanL  Tbt^mi^ 
aMweri  wtrOiWei  dtiven  to  Ibo.viaioBt  iieeesait?  n  •  &ir  ft  omt 
daw-rbnli  bj  m  means  eo^  they  be  itttrastod  one  balf  boar  in 
nan^iii  eireiy  Oaitridcb  til  tbeat  iaiist  bo  inevitettrraned.  Vilr 
kij  ^aai,  I  must  deomie,  shoold  niliftni  be  ordeved^ldir  a  ansib, 
I  ahalL  never  ande»take  to  pai-them  in  tiidr  baiids^  Yomr  Ibdeel- 
ioDot  ft  Gouoeil  will  talce  Abn  matter  intooonsideration,  ft  if  jm 


abail  tbiok  proper,' tadbeeftabme  aaeaBoreo  to^  be  taken  to  mkffHf 
nairilb  proper  Cartiidbaboxes. 

I  bavo  die>Kmor  to  be,  meal  Mapeotfully, 

Youto  Baeelkney^a  moat  ob^  ft  jwf  k  servt.^  iz 
^  AD- HUBLBY,J.lAl/On 

Tbe  tiine  cl  ttie  '|resen^*||I]I^Ha  Qnard  is  nearlV  expired,  t  MB 
to  bave  soiiie  directiooa  respeb^fjag  tberelief-r-I  beg  lea^  tolWl^ 
joarExeeky  tomy  lai^respeol^g  tlMmiU  ,    .  > 

JHteetedf 

(Oa  pabIioserfiee;)r^His  SxeeUea^  William  Moote,  Ssqwlt, 
Ptaid*  rf  Feanaya*,:  Pbiladi.  :, 


fLmJ^w  QF  SBB¥4iirfa  by  B^  R<  L^irpfiaeqi^ov,  VIBU 

Jibgro  Hen  elairesr-rKfgprq.Woiaken  aUToain  tbo  service  o{  If ' 
Bbbert  B.  LiyiQg^toUi  Qbcretary  <tf  the  United  States  for  f^mgn 
Affiurs— Pbilad^I^^Bieer.  n^VBL 

Sbarp,  Judith, 

v*     Cati,^  .         :v  Mary, 

Oeoifge,.  ^  *^^'^- 

One  whito  Man  seryant,  namely,  Patriolt  Lemon. 

KOB.  B.  LIVINGSTON. 
D»ri«a*>— OqU  Miriti*.! . , 
iiMforserf,— Bead  in  Gonnoil,  Deo.  22, 17S1. 
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CoLi  Adam  Hublet  to  P&ss.  Bbsd,  178L 

Lanoaater,  Dec^  12%  1781. 
Sir, 

,  I  find  myself  muoli.embarras'd  ly  some  diffioalties  ariting  on  the 
lereyiDg  the  Hoes  on  the  delinquents  in  the  4%  b^^A  6^  dasa'a, 
ordered  on  a  tonr  in  September  last  Mj  offieers  under  me,  if  my* 
mUtf  are .  thceatened  with  proseentions  if  we  attempt  to  levy  a  Ml 
:fina  for  a  whole  tonr— alledginff,  that  the  militia  were  diseharged  at 
'Kewtown,  Bnoks  Gonnty,  withoot  performing  a  whole  Tonr,  and 
therefore  think  themselves  liable  to  bo  more  /nme,  thaa  fo^  the 
number  of  days  the  miHtia  were  oni— When  I  was  in  Pfailada.  last, 
:!' foresaw  the  diffioultiee.on  the  Subjeotr--aad  if  yonr  Bzeellenoty 
xteiwmbers,  waited  on  yon  &  some  other  members  then  pvewit,  in 
*ihe  Gonndl  Chamber,  to  know  their  bppinion  on.  the.matter^I  then 
nosired  it  verbally,  and  stood  instraoted  (If  I  reoollaet  rightly)  that 
-Jthb  matter  had  been  fnlly  tried  in  a  Oonrt  of  Justice,  in  <}heoter 
.Ckmnty,  where  it  was  determined  that  a  whole  fine  should  bo  kvied 
-44iiat  your  Exeellenoy  &  the  membeis  of  Gonnaii  then  present  were 
of  the  same  opfnnion— That  in  Philada.  the  whole  fines  were  levied 
r-Hm<I  that  I  should  do  the  same  in  Laneaater  County. — ^This  would 
have  been  a  foil  decision  to  regulate  my  Oondnet  by,  and  should  not 
have  troubled  your  Bxoellenoy  or  the  Gonnol  farther  about  it,  were 
I  not  apprised  that  it  did  not  coincide  with  the  oppinion  of  M'  Wil- 
liam £(enTy,.the  President  of  Lancaster  Court,  who  says  that  the 
Law  does  not  warrant  it,  and  that  Bis  Excellency  the  late  President, 
younelf  &  other  members  of  the  Council  to  whom  he  spoke  on  the 
ioljeot,  had  told  him  full  fines  could  not  be  levied.  Lawsuits  in 
Oourte  of  Justice,  under  such  Ideas,  are  not  easily  defended.  I  may 
subject  myself  &  my  Officers  to  a  great  number  of  Law  suite; 
(therefore  should  be  glad  the  Council  would  -take  up  the  matter,  and 
pve  me  such  positive  instructions  as  will  dedde  weather  the  delin* 

Suents  are  to  pay  a  full  fine,  or  a  fine  only  equal  to  the  number  of 
ays  the  marcfiing  militia  were  out — ^npon  which  I  shall  proceed 
aeoordinffly. 

I  shall  only  add,  that  in  pursuance  of  <he  Oouncirs  former  ^ecla* 
ration,  &  before  I  was  apprised  of  what  M'  Henry  savs,  I  have 
Issned  my  warranto  for  full  fines;  should  the  matter  be  thought 
^diifcrent  now.  the  earliest  notice  to  me  will  be  highly  necessary. 
I  have  the  Honor-to  ho  vour  Ezqelljps 
most  ob*  &  very  huml.  Servt., 

ADAM  HCBLEY,  J.  L.  L.  Cj. 
I  beg  your  Excellency  will  have  this  matter  dedded  with  all  pos- 
sible  speed. 
JHrmOedf 
His  Excellency  William  Moore.  Esq',  'Prmf  of  Penn*..  Phila. 
^ryyCoto.  Clark.  ^—^' 


PBNNSTI.YANIA  ASCBUtS&.rai.  m 

Ssc'Y  MaTLACK  to    SpSAEBB  07  ASSEMBLT,  1781. 

In  Gounoil.  Philada..  Deer.  17. 1781. 
Sir, 

The  enclosed  letter  from  Hb  Ezcellenov  the  President  of  Ooii- 
nesBy  dated  the  12th  iDSt.>]eoTcring  severmi  letolves  f^  Oongreai  of 
Beoemher  10, 1781,  reepeeting  the  raising  the  <jnota  of  Troonfe  of 
this  state  for  the  federal  Army,  and  the  resolve  of  Congress  of  fie- 
oember  11|  1781|  requiring  a  return  of  the  number  of  the  while 
.inhabitants  of  this  State,  was  this  day  received,  and,  together  with 
the  said  resolves,  read  in  Council,  and  ordered  to  be  laia  before  ihMS 
General  Assembly.  I  therefore;  transmit  the  same  to  you,  .Mid 
requepit  that  you  will  please  to  lay  diem  before  the  house  for  fkm 
conmderatipn;  *  !  > 

Iam,.Sir|  Withgreatrespectf        : 
^   '  '         ;    Your  most  dbd*  serv*. 
..  The  Hnbla.  F*  A.  UohI<mburg^  Bsc[«>  Spea&r  (rf  the.Qentiil 
Assembly. 

.B.  PoueHBRI?..  AND    C.  OxfiSVA  TO    V.  P.  POTXIiy  1781. 

Sir.   '  '■  "-   ■      .■' 

Gonsidering  the'  Agreement  made  by  us,  and  entered*  on  the 
Council  Booluj  a  Doubt  has  suggested  on  account  (^  Cl^rnagiB. 

The  O^ly  place  in  our  County  fit  for  storing  Provisions  in,  if/ the 
Town  of  Bedford,  which  is,  ^|  every  Direction,  a  considerable  Dis- 
tance from  such  places  aa  are  capable  of  siaking  the  ^eoMsgiiy 
Defence. 

It  is  55  Miles  distant  from  the  Lead  Mine  Gap,  40  from  the  I^Tajp 
of  Frankston,  and  also  40  from  Coneniaugh, 

These  are  the  Common  passes  thro'  which  the  Enemy  penetn^tea 
into  the  Gountry ; 

And  sending  Provisions  to  all  or  any  of  these  Pofits,  wiO  1^ 
attended  wiih  Expences,  and  which  might  be  intirely  out  ot  wi;t 
power  to  defray. 

Td  neglect  giving  this  necessary  information  to  Council,  would  (e 
in  some  Measure  criminal  in  us;  forasmuch  as  the  want  o^^ffuA 
knowledge  might  lead  into  great  Mistakes,  by  which  ezpeota^osis 
wouM  tdie  place,  and,  of  course,  disappointments  ensue^very  ii^- 
esUuff  to  the  distresed  Frgntiera;  fur  unless  punctuality  is  obsemi^i 
it  wifi  frustrate  and  render  useless  thc)  salutary  Measures  adopted  ly 
Oovemment  for  the  Defence  of  the  Frontiers ; — ^We  therafore  pray 
the  Sense  of  his  Excellency  and  the  Honorable  Board  of  CouneU  on 
this  Subject. 

We  are,  Sir,  Tour  obedt  Hble,  Servts., 

BERNARD  DOCQHERTT, 
I  .  CHARLES  CESSNA. 

December  1?^  1781. 
DirteUd^ — Honorble  General  Potter. 
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Prks.  Moorb  to  BRia.  Gbn.  Wm,  Irvinb,  1781. 

In  Council,  Philadelphii,  Dec  17, 1781. 
Sir, 

Yoor  letter  of  the  Sd*  of  the  present  month  has  been  read  in  Council. 

The  loss  of  CoL  Lochry  with  his  men,  and  the  distressed  state  of 
the  post  under  your  command,  and  the  country  round  it,  gave  us 
great  pun.  Tet  we  hope  from  your  Vigilance  and  ability  that  every 
possible  exerUon  will  be  made  to  protect  the  Inhabitants,  as  far  as 
their  exposed  situation  will  admit  of.  It  has  been  suggested  to  the 
General  Assembly  that  the  best  and  perhaps,  cheapest  means  of  pro- 
tecting the  frontiers,  will  be  ibund  in  the  invarion  of  the  Indian 
oountry.  How  far  this  may  be  prudent  and  practicable  remains  yet 
to  be  decided  upon.  Perhaps  the  dbposition  of  the  people  of  West* 
moreland  County  to  emigrate  into  the  Indian  country  may  be 
■diferted  and  applied  to  this  end.  Be  this  as  it  may,  it  will  be  cer- 
tainly proper  to  endeavour  to  fill  up  your  battalions  with  as  manv 
men  as  can  be  obtained  in  that  county ;  for  which  purpose  we  shaU 
.  send  to  vou  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  to  begin  with,  &  recjoest  that 
Tou  will,  as  opportunity  offers,  communicate  your  success  in  recruit- 
ing, and  the  prospect  which  lies  before  you.  You  may  depend  on 
our  giving  you  the  earliest  information  of  what  may  be  done  here, 
respecting  the  frontiers. 

With  respect  to  the  line  between  this  state  and  Virginia,  every 
measure,  on  our  part,  has  been  taken  to  have  had  a  temporary 
line  run  the  last  summer ;  but  it  has  failed  of  being  effectual  by 
some  omissions  of  the  Commissioners  appointed  on  the  part  of  that 
state;  and  it  seems  to  be  impracticable  by  the  season,  and  perhaps, 
unnecessary,  now,  to  push  that  measure,  as  preparations  are  making 
for  running,  in  the  Spring,  a  permanent  line,  founded  upon  astron- 
omical observations. 

We  have  long  suspected  that  the  representation  of  the  state  of 
thiuffs  in  Westmoreland  has  been  coloured  by  party  resentments, 
whioQ  we  hope  will  subside,  and  that  harmony  obtained  among  the 

rod  people  of  that  county,  which  is  so  very  essential  to  their  interest 
safety.  You  will  render  the  most  acceptable  service,  at  once  to 
the  county  and  to  the  state,  by  using  your  influence  to  effect  so 
desirable  a  purposCj  and  the  favourable  representation  you  have  made 
of  their  dispositions,  affords  a'  pleasing  expectation  that  this  may  be 
in  vour  power,  and  we  have  no  doubt  of  your  attention  to  an  object 
so  important  to  the  command  you  are  entrusted  with,  and  so  highly 
honorable  to  effect 

With  great  respect, 

I  am  Sir,  your  most  obedient  servt. 
To  Brigadier  Gen.  Irvine,  at  Fort  Pitt. 
*  Soe  page  4G8. 
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:    MiOHASL  HuFVNAaLB  TO  Chbibtopher  Hatbs,  1781. 

PhUadeli^it,  20th  December,  1781. 
Siri 

I  having  Contracted  with  the  Hon'ble  Robert  MoniBi  Esquire, 
financier  General  for  the  aupplying  of  thd.  Post  of  Fort  Pitt  with 
provisions,  I  propose  to  supply  the  Militia  &  Ranging  Company  for 
Westmoreland  Conntyi  the  Ration  to  Consist  of  the  same  articles  as 
for  the  Continental  Troops,  &  to  be  paid  for  at  the  same  Rate,  which 
.18  eleven  peneolhalf  penny,  for  every  Ration  in  Gold  or  Silver,  to  be 
delivered  at  Hannas  Town  &  Ligonier  &  twelve  pence  ^  Rations  at 
'Books  Blockhouse,  that  .the  Lieutenant  or  oldest  8ab*Lientenani  of 
the  County  counteraigning  the  Orders  of  the  officers  to  be  sufficient 
Vouchers  fer  settlement,  that  the  supream  Executive  Council  will 
settle  with  tiB  every  three  Months,  that  if  any  provisions  shall  be 
:taken  by  the  Enemy  having  an  Ese6rt,  #hioh'  is  to  be  granted  by  the 
Lieiitenant  upon  proper  application  of 'the  Contractors,  shall  be  paid 
ibr  as  Rations  issued,  if  any  Magaiine  shall  be  taken  to  be  pud  for  in 
like  manner,  the  Contractors  having  proper  Vouchers  to  produce  for 
Bodi  quantity  so  taken,  that,  the  supream  executive  Council  are  to 
advance. me  one  hundred  pounds  in  Gold  or  Silver. 

I  shall  be  oblidg'd  to  yon  to  mention  these  proposals  to  Council 
ms  it  will  be  easier  for  me  to  supply  them  thairanj  othe^  penon, 
my  having  the  Contract  for  the  Continental  Troops, 
your  most  obi  Hble.  Servt., 

MICH.  HUFPNAGLE. 
JKrectedj 

The  Hon'ble  Chrifltopher  Hays,  Esqr. 


Crihikals  IK  THE  Gaol  OF  Philadblphu,  1781. 

Criminals  Remaining  in  the  Gaol  of  the  City  and  County  of  Phila- 
delphia agreeable  To  their  Sentence* 

Bryan  Boran,  Charged,  August  10th,  1781,  with  Treason- 

able practices  against  the  States^  ^TrVd  at 
Sept'  Court  of  Oyer  and  terminer  and  Gen- 
eral goal  Delivery  Convicted  on  one  bill. 
Sentenced  to  SMtnd  in  the  pillorj  one  hpar. 
To  pay  a  fine  of  Ten  pounds  each  to  this 
Commonwealth,  To  be  imprisoned  two 
months,  To  pay  cost  of  two  Bills  of  indict- 
ment. To  Stand  Committed  till  the  Sentance 
is  Complied  with. 


Alexander  McDonald, 
Cornelius  Elderton, 

and 
Alexander  Stewart, 


*  See  CoL  Bee,  Vol.  XUL,  p.  167, 158. 
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SimoQ  BuTDS^ 


Thomas  Brown^ 


Beabin  Parker, 


Henrj  McKef^eri 


Deer.  17th,  1781. 


The  above  Stewart  is  a  prisoner  of  War 
Taken  at  the  Cowpena  &  Beierled  Irom 
Lancaster  and  entered  into  the  aboTO  plott 
of  raianff  on  the  Crew  of  Capln.  Hall's 
Sloop  and  taken  her  to  New  York.  Costa 
above  £22  each. 

Oonvioted  of  Stealing  2  yds.  of  Blaek  TalEty 
mnd  found  Quilty,  To  be  Whipt^  15  Lashes 
pay  a  fine  to  the  Oommon-WealUi  of  £S, 
pay  Cost  of  proseontion  and  SUiid  oommited 
till  the  Sentance  be  Oompliod  with.  (The 
Goods  was  Restored.) 

Oommited  for  not  giving  a  Satisfiustair^  aioeoiaBl 
of  himself  otherwise  then  he  DisMed  from 
the  Cyprus  Man  of  War  in  oar  Bay  when 
Sent  oa  Shore  with  the  Boat,  he  is  a  Sailor. 

Tri^  at  Last  Court  of  Oyer  and  terminer  in 
Company  with  Oreen,  Crowder  i  OUieis 
for  a  Bttrglary  and  acqnited,  Oonfaeasd  oa 
'  his  trial  to  be  a  Diserter  from  the  Ameriean 
Army  Nine  times,  he  has  been  tried  at  a 
Court  martial,  proceedings  not  known,  he  is 
fit  for  the  Sea  Service  and  No  other. 

Commited  for  breaking  into  the  Skaghter 
house  of  Thomas  Re&shaw,  perhaps  the 
proof  may  not  be  Strong  enough  To  Convict 
him,  if  Council  would  Send  him  away  they 
would  ease  the  Gaol  of  the  most  Dangerous 
Villain  within  the  walls,  for  Certain  it  b  he 
never  ought  to  be  at  Liberty  within  the 
City. 

JOHN  REYNOLDS,  Gaoler. 


Bu^PIiiBS  FOR    PjMirNSTLVANIA    PRISONERS    AT    NkW  YoRK, 

1781. 

Oti  consideration  of  the  Case  of  the  Marine  Prisoner^  in  NeW 
York,  citizens  of  this  State,  it  appears  that  there  are  at  least  151 
persons  now  on  board  the  Prison  ship  &  Hospital  ship  at  New  York, 
of  which  number  more  than  one  third  are  in  want  of  cloathing — 
suppose  60 :  it  will  then  be  necessary  to  purehase  the  following 
articles  of  cloathing — vis^ 


100  Woolen  Ci{>8,  Whtoh  will  cost  fttoiit  68   8d,         83     6     8 
60  ooane  Jaooatff,        •  .  84s'  102 

60  pciir  of  Trdwseny    .  >  808  90 

60  pair  of  coarse  stockings,  7     6  22    Id 

ItH)  p&lr  of  shioes,         .  .  8  40 

100  shirte,        .  .  .  15  75 

60  BUmlretty  | 

.  Ifrlroald  be  proper  to  charier  a  stnain 
tMunbii^or  shallop  to  go  roand  to  New 
Tork  Wilh  800  btisheUi  of 'Timiips  &  Fo- 

iatoesj  &  50  Mrrris  of  floor,-  -        

for  which  a  passport  may  probably  be 
iobtaiiied.  - 

•  The  EkpenccF  of  charterhig  iraoli  h 
^T  esseiiy 

'  Tlloii^"«i%ieles  should  be  d^porited  fai  the  hkoii  tt  some  proper 
^eitoA  In  l^ew  Totk,  to  be  delivered  <Mit  to  the  prisoners  weekly  or 
twice  a  week.  The  Flour  to  be  bakcff  fiito  bread  in  New  York  and 
UloWano^  of  abont  foar  ponndA  ^  ife^n  per  week  be  delitered; 

•  It  Will  be  necessary  to  ledge  the  imaB-of  in  the  hands  of 
«>me  person  lib  New  iToi^k  ftr  the'tnl^ply  ^  necessaries  fbr  the  vv- 
liappy  persons  who  are  on  bMtrA^fi^  Hospital  ship — by  thu  melasnre 
many  lives  may  be  saved.  *           '  ^  ' 

Shblild  it  be  fotind  impracUcable  to  send  a  ▼elMTl'wfth  the  iartfeles 
Mopesed^  the  sum  of  shosld  be  -sent  with  the  eioathin^  and 

wpmiibi  ftt  the  hirnds  of  to  proenre  each  sappliei  of 

fl^otisionli  as  are  abeoluteiy  neceeseary  to  midce  life  sapfkittme. 


A»  Obdikastcb  to  ustoobmeatx  thb  Bank  of  Nobth 
Ambrioa,  17^1. 

An  Ordinance  to  incorporate  the  Sut)8ori6era  to  the  Bajnk  of  North 

America. 

Whereas-'-Obogresson  the  twenty  sixth  Day  of  May  last  did  firom 
»  eonvictioii  of  the  sopport  which  thb  finaneea  of  the  United  Staterii 
would  receive  from  the  estabiishmeilt  of  a  national  Bank>  approve 
a  plati  fbr  sOch  an  institution  submitted  to  their  consideration  by 
Robert  Morris,  Esquire,  and  now  lodged  among  the  Archives  of 
Oongress,  and  did  engage  to  promote  the  same  by  the  most  efiectual 
, means;  And  Whereas  the  Subscription  thereto  is  now  fllled  from 
an  expectation  of  a  Oharteir  of  incorporation  from  Congress,  the 
Directors  and  President  are  chosen,  aad  application  hath  been  made 
to  Oongress,  by  the  said  P^e^ent  ft  Directors  for  an  Act  of  incor- 
poration ;  And  Whereas  the  exigencies  of  the  United  States  render 
it  indispensibly  necessary  that  such  an  Act  be  immediately  passed. 
• '  Be  4t  therefore  Ordained,  and  it  is  hereby  ordained  by  the  Uaiti^4 
States  in  Congress  Assembled,  that  those  who  ax«  asA  V^^ma  ^V^ 
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•hall  became  Subseribera  to  tbe  said  Banl^,  be  and  for  ever  after 
shall  be  a  Corporation,  and  Body  politic  to  all  Intents  and  Purposes, 
by  the  Name  and  Stile  o(  the  President^  Directon  and  Company  of 
the  Bank  ef  North  America. 

And  be  it  farther  ordained,  that  ihe  said  Corporation,  are  hereby 
declared  and  made  eligible  and  capable. in  Law  to  have,  purchase, 
receive,  possess,  enjoy  and  retail^  Lands,. Rents,  Tenements,  Heredi- 
taments, Goods,  Chattols  and  effidctaof  what  kind,  nature,  or  Quality 
soever  to  the  Amount  of  Ten  Millions  of  Spanish  Silver  MilM 
Dollars  and  no  more,  and  also  to  sell,  gnmt^  demise,  alien,  or  dispose 
of  the  same  Lands,  Bents,  Tenements,  HerediitamentSf  Qoods, 
Chattols  and  Effects.  « 

And  be  it  farther  ordained,  that  the  said  Corporation  be,  and  shall 
be  for  ever  hereafter,  able  and  capable  m  law,  to  sue  and  be  sued, 

{lead  and  be  impleaded,  answer  and  be  answeriad  unto,  defend  and 
a  defended  in  Gourts  of  Record  or  any  other  place  whatsoever,  and 
to  do  and  execute  all  and  singular  other  Matters  and  Things  that 
to  them  shall  or  may  apperta^  to  do. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  that  for  the  well  governing  of  the  said 
Corporation  and  the  ordering  of  their  Afiiura,  they  shall  have  such 
Officers  as  they  shall  hereafter  direct  or  appoint,  provided  neverthe- 
less that  twelve  Directors,  one  of  wdiom  shall  be  the  President  of 
the  Corporation,  be  of  the  number  of  their  Officers. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  that  Thomas  Willing  be  the  present 
President,  and  that  the  said  Thomas  Willing  and  Thos.  Fitzsimmons, 
John  Maxwell  Nesbitt,  James  Willson,  Henry  Hill,.  Samuel  Osgood, 
Cadwallader  Morris,  Andrew  Caldwell,  Samuel  Ingliss,  Saml.  Mere- 
dith, William  Bingham,  Timothy  Matlack,  be  the  present  Directors 
of  the  said  Corporation,  and  shall  so  continue  until  another  Presi- 
dent and  bther  Directors  shall  be  chteen  according  to  tho  Laws  and 
Regulations  of  the  said  Corporation* 

.  And  be  it  further  ordained,  that  the  President  and  Directors  of 
ihe  said  Corporation  shsU  be  capable  of  exercising  such  power  for 
the  well  governing  and  ordering  of  the  Affairs  of  the  said  Corpora- 
tion, and  of  holding  su^h  occasional  Meetings  for  that  purpose  as 
fhiH  be  described,  fixed  and  determined  by  the  Laws,  Regulations 
and  ordinances  of  the  said  Corporation. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  that  the  said  Corporation  may  make, 
ordain,  esUblish  and  put  in  execution  such  Laws,  Ordinances  and 
Regulations  as  shall  seem  necessary  and  oonvenient  to  the  govern* 
ment  of  the  said  Corporation. 

.Provided  always  that  nothing  herein  before  contained  shall  be 
construed  to  authorise  the  isid  Corporation  to  exercise  any  poweis 
in  any  of  thcrUnitod  States  jrepiqpiant  to  the  L»wb  or  Oonstitatioa 
of  aoah  Stale.;, 

And  beUfiivthsr  ocddMd  that  th«  «»id  Oorpmtion  ahaU.kave 
fuU  powor  and  lathoiilj  to  nutk«|  hav#  and  use  a  oomiB^  Seal 


PENNSYLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1781.  478 

with  such  Device  and  iDScription  as  tbej  shall  think  proper^  and 
the  same  to  'break,  alter  and  renew  at  their  pleasure. 

And  be  it  further  ordained,  that  this  Ordinance  shall  be  construed 
and  taken  most  favourably  and  benefieially  for  the  said  Corporation. 

Done  by  the  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled  the  thirty 
first  Day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  One  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  Eighty  One,  and  in  the  sixth  year  of  our  Independence. 

JOHN  HANSON,  Presid*. 
Attest,  CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled. 

December  31st,  1781. 
Besolved, 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Legislature  of  each  State  to  pass 
such  Laws  as  they  may  judge  necessary  for  giving  the  foregoing 
Ordinance  its  full  Operation  agreeably  to  the  true  Interest  and 
meaning  thereof,  and  according  to  the  recommendations  contained 
in  the  lleaolations  of  the  26th  Day  of  May  last. 
Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 


Examination  of  Jambs  Lkwis,  1781. 

James  L^wis  examined  Deer.  81.  1781. 
Been  some  time  in  the  service  of  the  enemy. — Entered  into  the 
regt  of  Royal  Forester. — A  good  many  in  ii. — Abo^t  150  or  160 
in  it  when  he  left  New  York. — He  considered  ifngland  as  his 
eountry. — ^Was  taken  with  Col.  Conolly  as  Conolly  servt. — ConoUy 
was  going  down  to  an  acquaintance,  he  was  sick. — Place  12  or  13 
tniles  from  York  town. — Not  armed— was  taken  by  8  militia  men. 
— came  with  Connolly  to  Philada. — Heard  Dr.  Griffies  tell  Connely 
to  go  on  to  Philad. — <}ave  no  parole  in  Virginia — ^was  detained  aft 
N.  Castle  in  Virginia  by  sickness. — Was  Mr.  Ewings  at  the  Ferry 
six  days— took  Letters  to  Ervine  in  seventh  street— «n  old  grey 
headed  man  up  an  alley  on  the  North  side  of  Market  street — a  lusty 
inan — ^it  was  about  money  for  a  bill  of  exchange  which  Col.  Con* 
iielly  sold— <5arried  a  letter  to  Mr.  McLaughlan — a  lame  man  in 
both  his  knees— down  town  across,  the  new  bridge — but  pointing  up 
town  said  that  way — his  feet  were  in  a  tub  and  he  was  sitting  in  his 
bed  side — (perhaps  Qeo.  Crogfaan) — Qis  regimental  deaths  in  town — 
The  brown  coat  he  had  on  belonged  to  him,  he  had  it  made  in  N. 
Torky  That  he  had  been  three  years  in  the  Continental  army. 

*  See  Col.  Kec.  Vol.  XHI.,  p.  l«l.  ^» 
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Robert  Morris  to  Presipsnt  Moorb,  1782. 

Office  of  Finance  3rd  January  1782. 

'  I  enclose  tbe  Copy  of  a  Letter  written  this  day  to  the  States  of 
Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  and  Maryland.  It  is  unnecessary  to  say 
any  thing  on  the  subject  to  your  Excellency  as  you  will  see  and  feel 
with  me  the  urgency  of  the  Occasion. 

It  gives  me  great  pain  to  make  such  a  RepreseBtation  and  especi- 
ally as  those  States  deserve  applause  for  their  former  Exertions. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
with  very  great  Respect  Sir, 
your  Excellency 8  most  obedient  &  humble  servant, 

ROBT.  MORRIS. 
His  Excellency  Th^  President  of  the  stat^  of  Pennsylvania 


Robert  Morris  to  MAssAOfiusBrrs,  Rhode  Island 
AND  Martjulnd,  1782. 

Office  of  Finance  January  3d;  1782. 
Sir, 

Although  it  is  now  eleven  months  since  Congress  recommended 
an  Impost  of  five  per  Gent  on  Goods  imported  and  on  prizes  and 
on  prize  Goods,  the  States  of  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island  and 
Maryland  have  not  yet  compliet^^iirith  the  recommendation. 

I  will  not  repeat  the  argunypats  ta  induce  a  Compliance  which 
|ur0  contained  either  in  my  Letter  of  the  twenty-seventh  of  July  or 
daewbeve.  T^t  is  unnecessary.  The  object,  of  this  Letter  is  to 
make  a  representation  ^hich  can  no  longer  be  delayed  consistently 
wftb  the  Duties  I  owe  either  to  myself  or  to  my  Country  and  altho' 
it  is  princl|>ally  designed  for  those  three  State?  just  mentioned, 
yet  I  transmit  it  to  the  other  states  (in  a  Letter  of  which  the  Copy 
IB  enclosed)  because  all  ought  to  know  what  is  equally  interesting  to 

.  Convinced  that  the  Iinpost  recommended  was  not  sufficent,  I  had 
devised,  some  additional  Funds  for  Payment  of  our  Debts'  and  sup- 
port of  our^Credit.  These  I  should  have  submitted  to  the  Considera: 
tion  of  Congress  had  theae  Statea  complied  with  their  former  recbmr 
inendations. 

Xn  n  circular  Iietter  4*^  the  nineteenth  of  October  last,  I  b.^ 
the  Honor  to  mejitioh  ani  order  prohibiting  Loan  Officers  from 
iaiuing  Gertificajbes  in  Payment  of  Interest,  togetner  with  tbe  reasons 
for  which  it  wa^  madoi  That  order  has  produced  much  Clamor 
among  the  public  Creditors,  This  I  expect  and  I  still  expect  that  ft 
wrUl  oooanou  much  -Bpre. 
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The  public  Debt  is  considenble,  and  the  public  Credit  must  be 
loBty  if  the  Intereet  of  it  be  not  provided,  for  Confess  hare  done 
their  Dntj  in  requesting  revenne,  and  I  haye  done  mine  in  soliciting 
a  Gomplianoe  with  their  request.  It  only  remains  for  me  to  bear 
Testimony  against  those  who  oppose  that  Oompfianoe  and  to  declare 
thai  tkej  and  they  only  must  be  respo.nflible  for  the  OonsequeneeSi 
^ey  are  answerable  to  the  other  States,  i6  their  felltm  Gitisens,  to 
the  pubHe  Creditors  and  to  the  whole  world.-    '- 

I  nusiepeak  plainly  on  this  subject,  I  must  poitft  out  from  Time 
to  Time  the  reason  of  those  Things  which  have  product  murmuTS 
and  Complaints  -against  the  representatire  56dy  b^  America.  I 
niusl  direct  those  who  suffer;  to  those  who  ocearion  Areir  eufEbrings^ 
and  those  who  are  injured,  to  those  who  haT0  d^ne  ihem  wrong. 
Let  me  then  onoe  more  entreat  that  this  grciaf  object  be  seribvs^ 
ooDsidercd.  Let  me  repeat  that  the  ^ope  of 'out  Enemy  is  in  ihb 
Derangement  of  our  Finances,  and  let  me  add  tHat  wheu  feveni^e  is 
gtren  that  Hope  must  cease.  He  therefore  who  opposes  the  Gnint 
of  suck  revenue  not  only  opposes  himself  to  ib^  Prctaie^  of  JnstioQi 
but  he  labours  to  continue  the  war  and  of  %Wtiiequence  to  shed  more 
Blood,  to  prod«ioe  more  I>eyastation,  and  to  extend  and  prolong 
the  miseriee  of  mankind. 

Addressed  To  the  Governors  of  the  States  of  MassachusettSi 
Bhode  Island,  &  Maryland. 


Prbs.  of  Congrbss  to  Pres.  Moore,  1782. 

Circular, 

PhUadelphSa  6th,,  Jan.  ITSi 
Hr,'"' 

Yofft  E»iellency^wiU  receive  inclosed  herewith  a  Copy  of  an  aoi 
pfCongifeas  of  the  2d  Instant  recoiam«DKling  to  .the  h^aitLtwceot 
each  dtate  tp  pass  acts,  to  be  in  ibroe  dui^nig  tiff  eontumanc^.of  the 
present  Wat,  for  th^  $eizure  &  condemnatiop  pit  British  manpfiioturef 
found  on  lAud  within  their  respective  JufisdictipUf  in  oertain  Gaa^if 
which  I  hope  will  meet  with  proper  xeepeot  A  aMgndoo,  ; 
X  baTiC  the  honor  to  be,  '■■■  i-v. ' :  .. 

with,  great  respect  Sir,  y«ur  Exe^li^eyiiy'  ' 
Obedt  &  very  huQib.  AJhifapty. 

JOHN  HANSON  Frendt. 
Hie  Bzoellenoy  The  President  of  Pennqrl^nit- 
Jnulofwiciy  ' 

Bead  in  Ootmcil  and  ordered  to  be  laid  before  ^he  Genl.  Assem- 

«j.  ••••       •  -■■■■■ 
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Rbsoltjtion  of  Congress,  1782. 

By  The  United  States  in  Congress  assemblejy 

Januaiy  2d,  1782. 

To  render  more  effectaall  the  proyision,  contained  in  the  ''  Ordi- 
nance, ascertaining  what  captures  on  water  shall  be  lawfiill/' for 
the  capture  and  condeoanation  of  goods,  wares  and  merchandiset  of 
the  growth,  produce  or  manufacture  of  Gieat  Britaioi  or  the  territories 
depending  thereon  in  certain  cases. 

Besolved,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended  to  the  legislature  of 
of  each  State,  to  pass  acts  to  be  in  force  during  the  continuance  of 
the  present  war,  for  the  seizure  and  condemnation  of  all  goods  wares 
and  merchandizes  of  the  growth,  produce  or  manufacture  of  Great 
Britain,  or  of  any  territory  depending  thereon,  which  shall  be  found 
on  land  within  their  respectiye  juriadictions,  unless  the  same  shall 
BaTC  been  imported  b^ore  the  first  day  of  March,  1782,  or  shall 
liaTe  been  captured  from  the  enemy. 

Bxtract  from  the  minutes, 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Secy. 


William  Henry  to  Prbs.  Moore,  1782. 

Lancaster,  January  7, 1782. 
Sir, 
Colonel  Antil  has  retum'd  Seventy-Seyen  Men  of  his  Regiment, 

iezclusiye  of  Six  killed  before  York,  in  Virginia,)  belonging  to  the 
Pennsylvania  Line,  who  have  not  received  the  Gratuity  allowed  by 
a  Besolution  of  Assembly  of  the  8th  March,  1781.  Gen.  Hazen 
has  certifie<^  to  me  that  the  said  Return  is  true,  &o.  The  people 
insisted  on  having  the  Nine  pounds  Stste  Money  paid  in  Specie,  as 
the  State  Money  was  a  lesal  Tender  when  the  Gratuity  was  ffiven, 
and  at  present  was  liot.  1  refused  payment  at  that  Rate,  and  left 
the  Matter  to  be  determined  by  Council,  alledging  that  the  Money 
was  better  now  than  at  the  Time  the  Line  received  the  Gratuity,  &c. 
They  were  extremely  ohimorous  and  pressing  for  the  Money,  alledg- 
ing that  the  New  ISiigli^nd  Men  of  their  Reg*  had  received  a  Gratuity 
of  24  Specie  Dollars  each ;  several  of  them  agreed  at  last  to  receive 
the  Exchange  (that  is  one  for  Three  here)  in  Lieu  of  the  Nine 

eunds  State  Money,  which  I  agreed  to  and  have  paid  them  at  diat 
ite ;  but  still  the  Matter  is  to  be  determined  by  Council,  whether 
they  are  to  have;  ^he  State  Money,  paid  in  Specie  or  not.    I  have 
given  them  very  little  Encouragement,  telling  them  that  if  theirs 
was  to  be  made  good,  the  remainder  of  the  Line  would  expect  the 
0Mme  would  be  done  for  ihem|  &o. 
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Ton  will  be  pleased  to  determine  this  affair  as  soon  and  exdioit  as 
poenble.  I  hare  paid  the  Widow  of  one  of  the  Men  killed  before 
lork,'in  Yirginiay  as  her  Bnsband  was  entiUed  to  it  in  his  Life 
Time.  Gol.  Antil  having  certified  that  she  was  the  Wife  of  the 
deeeased.  There  are  a  Number  of  State  Certificates  for  the  Depre- 
dation of  the  Soldiers  Pay  in  the  Hands  of  the  Men  here,  woald  it 
not  be  the  Interest  of  the  Government  to  order  them  to  be  par^ 
chased  ?  They  are  sold  for  Two  Shillings  and  Six  pence  in  the 
pound,  to  Shopkeepers,  &o.  I  have  paid  off  Mr.  Rittenhouses' 
Orders,  and  shoold  be  glad  he  would  draw  for  any  Money  he  may 
want  in  these  parts,  as  there  are  bat  few  good  Opportunities  of 
Sending  Dollars  (whioh  is  the  principal  part  of  the  Money  which 
eomes  in  for  the  Taxes)  to  Philadelphia.  The  Gh>ld  I  can  send  con- 
Teniently. 

I  am,  Sir,  Yoar  very  obedient, 

&  hamble  Servant^ 

WILLIAM  HENRY. 
Direciedf 

His  Exoellenoyi  William  Moore,  Esquire,  Preudent  of  Council| 
Philadelphia. 


RoBBRT  Morris  to  Pres.  Moore — ^Bakk  N.  A.,  1782. 

(Circular  ) 

Office  of  Finance,  January  S^\  1782. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  an  ordinance  passed  by  the 
United  States  in  Cougress  assembled  the  thirty  first  day  of  Deoember 
1781,  incorporating  the  Subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  North  America,*, 
together  with  sundry  resolutions,  recommending  to  the  several 
States,  to  pass  such  Laws  as  they  may  judge  necessary  for  givins  the 
said  ordinance  its  full  operation.  The  resolutions  of  the  26th  Af ay 
lastyf  speak  so  clearly  to  the  points  necessary  to  be  established  by 
those  Laws,  that  I  need  not  enlarge  on  them.  Should  anv  thing 
more  be  found  necessary  upon  experience  the  President  and  Directors 
will  no  doubt  make  suitable  applications  to  Congress,  or  to  the  Sutes 
respectively  as  the  case  may  require.  It  affords  me  great  satisfaction 
to  inform  your  Excellency,  that  this  Bank  commenced  its  operations 
yesterday,  and  I  am  confident  that  with  proper  management  it  will 
answer  tne  most  sanguine  expectations  of  those,  who  befriend  the 
Institution.  It  will  facilitate  the  management  of  the  Finances  of 
the  United  States.  The  several  States  may  when  their  respective 
neeeasities  require,  and  the  abilities  of  the  Bank  will  permit|  detU^ 
*  See  page  47L  \  Ja«eiBa«aVl% 
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oemunonal  advmteee  tnd  aeoomodations  from  it.  It  will  afford  to 
the  indiTidaals  of  fui  the  States,  a  mediam  for  their  intereourae  witk: 
each  other,  and  for  the  payment  of  Taxes,  more  eonvenient  than  tb« 
preeions  metals,  and  equally  safe.  It  will  hare  a  tendenoy  to 
enerease  both  the  internal  and  external  Gommeroe  of  North  Amertea, 
and  nndonbtedly  will  be  infinitely  nseful  to  all  the  Traders  of  every 
State  in  the  nnion,  provided  as  1  have  already  said  it  is  condacted 
on  the  principles  of  equity,  justice,  prudeuce  and  oeeonomy.  The 
present  Direotora  bear  Characters,  that  cannot  fail  to  inspire  eonfi- 
d§ooe  and  as  the  Corporation  is  amenable  to  the  Laws,  power  ean 
neither  sanctify  any  improper  Conduct,  nor  protect  the  cuiltj. 
Under  a  full  conviction  of  these  things  I  flatter  myself  that  I  shall 
stand  excused  for  recommending  in  the  strongest  manner,  this  welU 
meant  plan  to  all  the  encouragement  and  protection  which  your  State 
can  give  consistently  with  Wisdom  and  Justice. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  great  respect 

Your  Excellency's 

most  obedicQt  & 

most  h'ble  Serv't 
ROB'T  MORRIS. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellenq^i  The  Preudent  of  the  State  of  Pennsiivania. 


Comm'rs  op  Taxes  op  Philad'a  to  Prbs.  Moorb,  1782. 

To  His  Excellency  William  Moore,  Esq',  President  and  the  Honour- 
able the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Pennsylvania. 

Gentlemen : 

When  we  was  about  to  Levy  the  fines  on  delinquent  Classes,  we 
had  no  doubt  but  the  Legislature  intended  that  the  sum  of  twenty 
Pounds  should  be  paid  from  every  delinquent  Class  into  the  Treasury 
of  this  State,  we  therefore  added  so  much  on  the  whole  as  we  judged 
snfficient  to  defray  necessary  Expences^and  to  make  up  for  allowances 
that  must  unavoidably  be  made  (in  a  Tax  laid  upon  a  former  Assess- 
ment) for  the  removal  of  many  persons  and  alteration  of  circumstances; 
This  we  supposed  justifiable  by  com  pairing  the  third  Section  of  the 
Atst  imposinj^  the  fines  above  mentioned,  and  the  last  Section  of  the 
act  for  effecting  supplies  with  the  sixth  section  of  the  act  for  raising 
Supplies  for  the  year  1779.  A  number  of  the  Inhabitants,  especially 
ft6m  some  of  the  Townships  have  refused  payment  of  any  more  than 
their  proportion  of  the  twenty  Pounds,  and  some  of  them  that  have 
oallM  on  us  say,  any  addition  to  that  Sum  is  a  Tax  on  the  inhabi- 
iMOtB  levM  without  t)ie  authority  of  Law;  they  also  say  that  in 


TmtfasjfMJsajk  ^tJiemvn  inft        tit 

ClMtUr  Cooatji  the  GonaknoBemoirij  kfj  iMBt^PflMnids  (Hii^tfrfb> 
ddioqiMBt  GlaM.    We  kim  eoDfalted  the  Staile  Atiornej,  wkokel 
QUAien  that  the  expeaeee  oubl  to  he  aMed,  aid.thal  eielniift 
thereof,  twenty  Poonds  ahonld  oe  peid  into  the  Tieaeuy.  r 

We.  ehmild  be  feiy  aoeh  obliged  to  OotaeU  fee  their  Adviee  iad 
Dinetieii  in  this  mattevy  ae  perhaps  that  alone  will -eatisf  j  these  wiM 
daoIiDe  pajing  the  above  fin^  and  wiU  alwaya  he  attegd^  to  by  thii 
Board.  As  &b  OUts  Dttplieates  are  all  sent  oat,  and  many  psrssni 
have  paid  their  proportions  as  eharged  in  tibe  Pnplieaites  an  alterstiea 
now  would  thraihat  business  iatag^sat  eoafnaioDy  bat  shoald  thai 
be  the  osaii^  we  have  no  doabi  the  Wisdom  of  yoor  Honoorabkl 
Board  wilt  point  oat  a  proper  mode  of  relief. 

We  are^  Oeothmen, 

Toor  most  Obedient^  and 

Tery  Homble-  Servants^        ^ 

QUNNINa  BEJDFOSa 

JOHN  BAKKB.      .    ... - 

PhiUd%  Jan?  11th,  1782.  .    .«f* 

Dtrecitdf  .  "  i     J 

Bis  Exoelleney,  William  Moore,  Esq',  Prssident,  &o.  Ae.  Ae. 


IpBM.  or  OoKGBBBS  TO  Pkw.  Moobs,  1782.      -'  1 
.  (Gireiilsr.l 

'  '    PhUidoipiiis,  li  Jail.,  J784:  ^,. 

Shj  .       '      .  * 

I  haye  the'  honor  to  ioelooe  joor  fixoeneaey  an  Ordinanee'tf 
CMgress,  dMd  ihoBth  instaiit,  for  smendlnff  theOrdinande'aiM^' 
tainiog  what  Oaptttree  on  Water  shallbe  Uwfol;  and  am,  #id( 
great  respeot, 

8b,  your  Ezoeltenoy's  obedt 

A  very  huB^Ue  Servtp,  [fj^ 

JOHN  HANSOJS^iPMUb 
Directed^    .  .       ■'»* 

His  JBioelleneiy^  The.  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


An  Ordinahcb,  1782.* 

An  .OrdinanoOr  for  ao^ndinff  the  Ordinai^oe^  aseectsining  |wlii|l 
Gsptnri^  otf  Water  shall  be'  Uwfat. 
Whereas  th^  bath  been  g|»at  vartanoe  ia  the  decisume  of  ssvqnjf 
Hiirfnme  cldititr  WiAia'  fh'e  United  Stotes,  conoemiiig  the  ffiiM- 
sioos  of  vessela  oleiming  a  shfure  of  prises,  as  being  in  sight  at  ihe 
M^ypHf^ftmi  *i>iBe  &aYlh|(  a4|a^^  that  tbi|  mere  eirwnstpuiMia. 
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«f  being  io  sight  was  a  sufficient  fbnnclation  of  title,  wbile  others 
hxft  required  proof  of  a  more  active  inflaence :  And  Whereas  this 
inoonvenienee  hath  arisen  ftrom  the  want  of  an  uniform  rule  of  deter- 
mination in  such  oases : 

Be  it  therefore  ordained,  by  the  United  States  in  Congress  assem- 
bled, that  no  share  of  any  prise  shall  be  adjudged  to  a  vessel  being 
in  sight  at  the  time  of  capture,  unless  the  said  vessel  shall  have 
been  able  at  the  time  when  the  captured  vessel  struck,  to  throw  a 
•hot  as  far  as  the  space  between  herself  and  the  captured  vessel ; 
and  that  every  vessel  comiug  in  aid  of  the  captors,  which  shall  have 
been  able  at  the  time  when  the  captured  vessel  struck,  to  throw 
a  shot  as  aforesaid,  and  shall  have  been  duly  authorised  to  make 
captures,  shall  be  intitled  to  share  aocordiug  to  the  number  of  her 
men,  and  the  weight  of  her  metal ;  provided  that  nothing  herein 
contained  shall  be  construed  to  effect  any  agreement,  which  shall 
have  been  previously  made  between  vessels  cruizing  in  consort, 
i.  'And  be  it  further  ordained  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  when- 
soever an  armed  vessel  belonging  to,  and  commissioned  by  the 
enemy,  shall  be  captured  by  any  armed  vessel  belonging  to  the 
United  States,  and  duly  authorized  to  make  captures,  the  net 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  captured  vessel,  and  of  her  rigging,  tackle, 
apparel  and  furniture,  shall  be  adjudged  to  the  captors,  and  where 
a  cargo  shall  be  on  board  of  such  captured  vessel,  one  mdety  of  the 
net  proceeds  of  such  cargo  shall  be  adjudged  to  the  United  States, 
and  the  other  moiety  to  the  captors. 

And  be  it  further  ordained  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  upon 
the  capture  of  any  vessel  belonging  to  the  enemy,  and  laden  with 
masts  or  spars,  by  an  armed  vessel  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
and  duly  authorised  to  make  captures,  the  net  prooeeds  of  the  sales 
of  such  captured  vessel  and  her  cargo  shall  be  adjudged  to  the 
captors. 

This  ordinance  shall  take  effect,  and  be  in  force  from  and  after 
the  last  day  of  February  next. 
Done  by  the  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled,  the  eighth  day 

of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred 

and  eighty-two,  and  in  the  sixth  year  of  oui  independence. 

JOHN  HANSON,  President. 
Attest;  Charles  Thomson^  Secretary. 


T.    PRUBDEN   AND  A.   CaLBWELL    TO  pRES.    MoORE.  1782. 

To  his  Excellency  the  Govemour  &  Council  of  the  Sute  of  Pena* 

sylvania. 

The  subscribers  understanding  that  some  Difficulties  had  arisen 
to  the  prejudice  of  their  first  application  for  Depreciation,  Again 
btg  the  attention  of  your  Honoan  to  their  situation.    Being  moatly 
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tUtioned  in  this  Cityy  and  hmng  no  neooroe  for  support  bnt  the 
pnblio  allowance,  their  nominal  pay  when  money  had  Depreoiated  to 
40,60  &  60,  for  one  was  not  sufficient  to  procure  any  thing  towards 
their  maintainance,  They  must  therefore  haTe  left  the  servioe,  had 
not  the  apothecary  Qenl.  rec*  Directions  to  afford  some  further  allows 
anoe  on  ace*,  the  whole  of  which  did  not  amount  to  one  tenth  of 
their  pay  k  they  HumUy  trust  that  as  they  never  by  any  aot  gaTO 
up  their  right  to  the  pay  granted  them  by  the  ordinance  of  Congress 
&  no  act  of  their  Superior  officera  could  depriTC  them  of  it»  The 
Hon'ble  Council  will  extend  to  them  the  Benefits  of  the  Acts  ef 
Assembly  for  making  up  the  depreciation  to  persons  in  Serrice. 

With  the  Highest  regard  &  esteem  we  beg  leafe  to  subscribe 
ouiscIycs  your  Honours  most  obedient  Hble.  Servants, 

THOS.  P&UDDBN, 
'      ANDAEW  CALDWELL. 

Philadelphia,  Jan'  12th,  1782. 


Pbss.  Moors  to  Bobkrt  Morris,  1782. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  January  16th,  1782. 
Sir,  .      ^ 

I  received  this  morning  your  several  letters  of  the  tUrd  and 
eighth  Instant*  with  the  several  indosures,  shall  lay  them  before  the 
General  Assembly  at  their  next  meeting,  and  am 

Your  most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant 
Directed 
Hon'ble  Robert  Morris,  Esq',  superintendent  of  finance,  Preaent 


OsN.  WASHmaioN  lo  Prbs.  Moorb,  1782, 

Philadelphia,  22  Jan'y,  1782. 
(Circular,) 
Sir, 

Although  it  may  be  somewhat  out  of  my  province,  to  address 
your  Excellency  on  a  subject  not  immediately  of  a  military  nature, 
yet  I  consider  it"so  nearly  connected  with,  and  so  essential  to  t^ 
operations  under  my  directions,  that  I  flatter  myself  my  interference 
will  not  be  deemed  impertinent. 

Upon  applying  to  the  Buperintendent  of  Finance  to  know  how  &r 
I  might  depend  upon  him  for  the  pay.  Feeding  and  Cloathing  the 
army,  for  the  Current  vear,  and  for  the  sums  necessary  to  put  it 
and  keep  it  in  motion,  he  very  candidly  laid  open  to  me  the  state 
of  Qur  moneyed  afihirs,  and  convinced  me,  that  although  the  assiatr 
•  Bee  yagas  474, 411. 
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iinoMwe  had  derived  from  abroad  were  considerable,  yet  they 
would  be  by  no  means  adequate  to  our  ezpences,  He  informed  ma 
farther,  that  to  make  up  this  deficiency,  the  States  had  been  called 
upon  by  Congress  for  Eight  millions  of  Dollars  for  the  service  of  the 
jear  1782,  and  showed  me  the  Oopy  t>f  a  circular  letter  from  him- 
aalf  to  the  several  Legislatures  in  which  ho  had  so  fully  and  dearly 
pointed  out  the  necessity  of  a  compliance  with  the  requisition  that 
It  is  needless  for  me  to  say  more  on  that  head  than  that  I  entirely 
concur  with  him  in  opinion  so  far  as  he  has  gone  into  the  matter. 
But  there  are  other  reasons  which  couM  not  be  so  well  known  to 
him  as  they  are  to  me,  as  having  come  immediately  under  my  obser- 
nmtion,  and  which  therefore  I  shall  take  the  liberty  to  mention. 

Tour  Excellency  cannot  but  remember  the  ferment  into  which 
the  whole  army  was  thrown  twelve  months  ago,  for  want  of  pay  and 
a  ragular  mipply  of  Cloathing  and  provisions  and  with  how  much 
difficulty  they  were  brought  into  temper  by  a  partial  supply  of  the 
two  first  and  a  promise  of  more  regular  supplies  of  all  in  future. 
Those  promises  the  Soldiery  now  begin  to  claim  and  altho'  we  shall 
be  able  to  satisfy  them  tolerably  in  respeot  to  Cloathing,  and  per- 
fectly in  regard  to  provision  (if  the  Financier  is  enablecTto  comply 
with  his  Contracts)  yet  there  is  no  prospect  of  obtaining  pay 
nntill  part  of  the  money  required  of  the  States  can  be  brought  into 
the  public  treasury.  Ton  cannot  conceive  the  uneaseness  whic^ 
arises  from*  the  totid  want  of  so  essential  an  article  as  money,  and 
the  real  difficulties  in  which  the  officers  in  particular  are  involved  on 
that  account.  The  favourable  aspect  of  our  affiiira  and  the  hopes 
that  matters  are  in  a  train  to  a£ford  them  relief  oontributed  to  keep 
them  quiet,  but  I  cannot  answer  for  the  effects  of  a  disappointment. 

Enabling  the  Financier  to  comply  with  his  Contmcts  is  a  matter 
of  the  utmost  consequence  the  very  existence  of  the  army  depends 
npon  it.  Should  he  fail  in  his  payments  the  Contracts  cease,  and 
there  is  no  alternative  left  but  to  disband  or  live  upon  the  seizure  of 
neighbouring  property.  The  saving  to  the  public  by  feeding  an 
army  by  coptract^  is  too  well  known  to  need  any  illustration,  and 
that  alone  ought  to  be  a  sufficient  inducement  to  the  States  to  find 
the  means  of  adhereing  to  it. 

It  will  perhaps  be  urged  that  the  sum  called  for  is  immense  and  be- 
yond the  ability  of  the  Country  to  pay.  There  is  one  plain  answer 
to  that  objection,  should  it  be  made — it  is,  that  if  the  War  is  carried 
on  a  certain  expence  must  be  incurred,  and  that  s&ch  expenoe  must 
be  drawn  from  the  people,  either  by  a  partial,  cruel  and,  I  may  say, 
illegal  seizure  of  that  propertv  which  lays  most  convenient  to  the 
army  or  by  a  regular  and  equitable  Tax  in  money  or  specific  articles. 

Money  if  it  can  be  procured,  is  to  be  preferred  because  it  is  neither 
liable  to  waste  nor  is  it  expensive  in  the  mode  of  collection  or  trans- 
portation. Whereas,  I  think  I  may  venture  to  say,  that  a  great  pro- 
portion of  the  specific  articles  have  been  wasted,  after  the  people  have 
furnkbed  ibem,  and  that  the  timnaportation  alonci  of  what  have 
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retohed  the  army  has  in  namberless  inatanoes  ooat  more  than  ih% 
Talae  of  the  artiolea  themaelrea. 

To  bnbg  this  War  to  a  speedy  and  happy  conclusion,  mast  be  the 
fervent  wish  of  every  lover  of  his  Goantry,  and  sore  I  am  that  no 
means  wrb  so  likely  to  effect  these,  as  vigorous  preparations  for 
another  Campaign.  Whether  then  we  consult  our  true  interesti 
tabstantial  oeoonomy,  or  sound  policy,  we  shall  find  that  relaxation 
md  famgour  are,  of  all  things,  to  be  avoided.  Conduct  of  that  kind 
<m  our  part,  will  produce  msh  hopes  and  new  exertions  on  that  of 
the  Enemy)  whereby,  the  War,  whidi  has  already  held  beyond  the 
general  expectation,  may  be  prothMted  to  such  a  length,  xiM  the 
]people,  groaning  under  the  burden  of  it  and  de^amng  of  iuecels^ 
Inay  think  any  change,  a  change  for  the  better. 

I  Will  dose  with  a  request  that  your  Exeelleney  will  be  good 
taough  to  take  the  first  opportunity  of  laying  these  my  sentimenta 
Wore  the  Legnkture  of  your  State.  I'rom  the  attention  thef 
blive  ever  been  pleased  to  pay  to  any  former  reqmsitions  or  repre- 
ientations  of  mine,  I  am  eneourased  to  hope  that  the  present,  which 
b  equally  important  with  any  Ihave  ever  made|  will  meet  with  t 
iiKVorable  reception. 

I  have  the  honour  to  b^ 

ilith  the  greatest  reipeet, 

your  Excellency's 

most  Ob*  and  H'ble  Serv<, 

G*  WASHINGTON. 

His  Excellency,  William  Hoore,  Esq. 


SlBCRBTAEY  AT  WaB  TO  PbBS.  MoORB,  1782. 

War  Office,  January  29th,  1782. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  your  Excellency  a  copy  of  a  resolution 
of  Congress  of  the  18th  December  last,  respecting  the  recruits  to 
be  raised  by  the  several  States  for  filling  up  their  quotas  against  the 
wnsttlng  Campaign. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  the  highest  respect, 

your  Excellency's 
most  obd*  serv*, 

M.  CLARKSON, 

Assbt'  to  the  Sec'y  at  War. 
'Ihrecfecf, 

'    {Public  Service.) 

'    Hi^  Excellency,  the  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
War  office. 
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Resolution  bkfkbreo  to. 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled, 

Deo'r  18th,  1781. 
Besolved, 

That  it  be  reoommended  to  the  Legislature  of  each  State  to 
appoint  one  or  more  places  at  which  the  recruits  thereof  shall  reo* 
deiYous,  to  supply  such  recruits  with  p.  ovbions  from  the  time  of 
their  being  mustered  until  they  shall  join  the  army,  and  to  give 
notioe  of  the  place  or  places  so  appointed  to  the  Com^i  ander  in 
Chief  or  the  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Southern  Department,  who 
upon  receiving  such  notice  will  send  to  each  place  of  rendezvous  a 
Judicious  faithful  officer,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  muster  the 
leoruits  and  to  forward  them  to  the  places  of  their  destination,  to  keep 
a  size  tqW  of  ail  the  men  he  shall  muster,  and  to  give  a  copy  thereof 
to  the  Officer  Commanding  the  recruits  sent  forward  as  aforesaid,  to 
transmit  weekly  a  copy  of  the  roll  to  the  Executive  of  the  State  for 
jrhieh  the  recruits  are  mustered,  and  upon  mustering  a  recruit  to 
certify  to  the  person  producing  him,  the  Class,  Town  and  County 
for  which  he  was  engaged  to  serve,  which  certificate  shall  be  fuU 
evidence  that  an  able  bodied  man  has  been  mustered  and  received. 

December  19th,  1781. 
Resolved,  That  in  case  the  Superintendant  of  Finance  shall  find 
it  oonvenient  and  proper  to  provide  by  Contract  for  supplying  the 
Treops  at  and  from  the  places  of  rendezvous  uutill  they  join  the 
army,  the  States  may  bo  relieved  from  that  duty. 
Extract  from  the  minutes, 
(Copy.)  CHARLES  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 

indoned. — Read  in  Council,  and  ordered  to  be  laid  before  the 
General  Assembly. 


James  Marshal  to  Pjies.  Moore,  1782. 

Washington  County,  4th  Feb'ry,  1782. 
fiir, 

By  this  Opportunity  have  made  return  of  the  Officers  of  this 
County,*  altho  the  whole  is  not  yet  Commissioned,  as  will  appear 
by  the  return  Inclosed,  the  officers  and  privates  of  the  Seventh 
Company  in  the  first  Battalion  Refuse  becoming  subjects  of  this 
State,  the  greatest  part  of  the  other  Officers  Elected  and  not  yet 
Commissioned,  objects  against  taking  the  Oath  of  allegiance  untill 
the.  Line  is  run  :  this  Difficulty  I  hope  Council  will  Cause  to  be 
removed  as  soon  as  possible.  The  field  Officers  of  the  first  Battalion 
were  not  Elected  by  ballot,  as  the  Law  directs,  on  account  of  a 
Large  Mob  that  prevented  tho.se  who  were  disposed  to  Comply  with 
•  Not  found  with  this. 
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the  law,  of  doing  it  in  that  manner,  altho  they  were  on  the  Day 
appointed  for  Eleotion,  Eleeted  Verballj  bj  a  great  Majority,  and 
therefoie  are  Gommiasioned. 

I  h^Ye  the  pleaaore  of  Informing  yonr  Bxeellency  that  I  hare 
been  fnlly  able  to  Comply  with  year  Order  in  Calling  forth  thft 
Militia  agreeable  to  Law  on  6en^  Irvine'a  Beqniaition ;  the  only 
Diffiottlty  we  are  under  at  present  ia  the  want  <»  provision  ibr  the 
Militia  when  in  aotnal  aerviee,  the  Contraoton  not  being  able  to 
porob^ae  more  than  b  Neoeaaary  for  the  Begolar  Troops^  no  donbt 
thia  Diffiottlty  will  also  be  removed  in  dm  time. 
I  have  the  Honeur  to  be  with  verry  great 

Ikspeot  and  Esteem,  yonr  Exoelleney's 

most  obedient  imd  verry  Hamble  aervanti 
JAMES  .MABSHAL, 
L.  W-  0. 

On  pnblio  service. 

His  Exoellency,  President  Moore,  Philadelphia. 


P&B8.  Moors  to  Gsh  WASHiHaTOV,  1782. 

In  Council,  Philad*,  Feb'y  5, 1782. 
Sir; 

Tour  letter  of  twenty  second  nit.*  has  been  read  in  Counoil,  and 
agreeably  to  your  request .  shall,  without  delay,  be  laid  before  the 
General  Assembly,  which  stands  adjourned  to  Monday  next. 
During  their  last  sitting  they  had  under  consideration  a  bill  for 
raising  the  stypplies  called  for  by  Googre^  for  the  present  year,  and 
altho'  the  sum  is  indeed  great,  the  cheerfulness  with  which  that 
measure  was  entered  upon  leaves  no  room  to  doubt  of  a  most  vigor- 
ous exertion  to  comply  with  the  demand. 

The  observations  you  have  been  pleased  to  make  and  the  reason* 
ing  thereupon  are  so  important  and  interesting,  that  they  cannot 
feu  of  having  great  weight  and  influence.  I  beg  yen lo  believe 
that  the  Council  consider  them  as  new  proofs  of  your  attention  to 
the  general  interest  of  America,  and  that  the  measures  you  recom* 
mend  shall  have  the  fullest  support  from  the  CouQciL 
.  I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  greatest  respee^ 
yonr  Bxeelleney's 

most  obedient* 

bumUe  servant| 

His  Excellency,  Qeorge  Washington,  Es^'i  Qeneral,  &o. 

•8eepage481. 
21* 
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Gen.  Wabhingtok  to  Pees.  Moore,  1782. 

Phikdelpbit,  Feb'y  8, 17b2. 
Sir, 

Upon  tn  application  of  Capt.  Van  Hoer,*  Commanding  ihe  Troop 
of  MarechansB^,  for  Money  to  recruit  his  Troop,  the  Snperintendant 
of  Finance  was  of  opinion,  that  as  he  recmited  his  men  in  this  State, 
and  as  they  wonld  consequently  be  placed  to  the  Credit  of  the  State, 
the  Sums  necessary  for  reoruiting  should  be  furnished  by  them. 
Should  your  Ezcelleney  agree  in  tbia  opinion,  Capt  Van  Heer  will 
take  your  directions. 

It  has  been  thought  that  Men  for  the  Cavalry  might  be  procured 
on  better  terms  than  for  the  Infantry ;  Col"  Armand  has  accordingly 
undertaken  to  recruit  bis  Corps  Hi  thirty-two  Dollard  ^  man,  and  I 
think  it  equally  probable,  that  Capt  Van  Heer  will  be  able  to  recruit 
hiB  Troop  on  the  same  Terms. 

Capt.  Van  Heer  will  furnish  your  Excellency  Witb  tbe  returns  of 
his  Corps,  &  give  you  any  information  respecting  it  which  you  may 
desire. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  great  regard,  Sir, 

Your  Excellency's  most  Obcd<  hum.  Serv*, 
Q»  WASHINGTON. 
Direciedf 
Hia  Excellency  The  President  of  tbe  State  of  Pennsilvania. 


Pass.  Moorb  to  Oen.  WAsmNQTON,  1782. 

In  Council, 

Philad%  Feb'y  9^  1782. 
Sir, 

iTonr  letter  of  yesterday,  respectinff  tbe  Troop  of  Marecbausa^,  has 
been  read  in  Council,  who  are  of  opinion,  that  it  will  not  be  proper 
for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  to  open  an  account  with  captain  Van 
Hiier  by-advancing  money  to  him  for  recruiting ;  but,  should  any  of 
the  men  enlisted  by  the  State  appear  to  be  proper  for  that  corps,  they 
may  be  assigned  to  it,  if  your  Excellency  think  it  proper.  The 
Council  are  the  more  confirmed  in  this  sentiment,  as  Capt.  Van 
Heer  has  made  many  applications,  both  to  the  Council  and  Oeneral 
Assembly,  claiming  right  to  be  considered  as  part  of  the  line  of 
Pennsylvania,  which  have  uniformly  been  refused,  both  by  ^ 
Council  &  Assembly,  for  reasons  which  appeared  to  them  to  DO 
obvious  and  conclusive  on  that  hmlL 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XIH  ,  p.  211. 
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Should  any  direotions  n^eenMj  on  this  mbjeoi  be  gitea  io  CoL 
HmnptoDy  who  Mperintendfl  the  lecrnitiDg  aerrioe  of  this  Btete^ 
upon  an  intimation  from  jonr  Excellency  of  their  natnfe  &  iei^ 
denoy,  they  aball  be  immediately  gi?en  to  him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  ht^  with  the  greatest  regard^ 

Yonr  Ezcelleney'i  most  obed*  hnmble  serv^ 


BoBBRT  MoKRis  TO  Pbb8,  Moo&b,  1782. 

Offioe  of  Finance,  Febrnaiy  9*^,  1782. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  Pleasnre  to  inform  yonr  Exoelleneyi  ihat  I  this  Day 
received  what  remained  due  on  the  last  Warrant  granted  to  me  on 
the  Treasnrer  of  this  State.  It  is  now  a  long  time  sinoe  I  applied 
to  Gd*  Morgan  for  an  aeoorate  account  of  the  Specifick  Supplies, 
which  this  State  had  famished  on  the  Eequisitions  of  Congressi  bnt 
I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  obtain  it.  I  must  therefore  request 
your  Excellency,  and  the  honorable  Council,  will  direct  it  to  be 
made  out,  that  I  may  add  to  it  those  which  I  have  fumbhed,  and 
lay  a  State  of  the  matter  before  the  Assemblv.  In  the  Interim, 
as  considerable  Supplies  must  still  be  due,  I  have  to  request  from 
your  Excellency  a  further  Waxnmt  on  the  Treasury. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  b0| 

with  great  Respect,  Sir,  ,. 

yonr  most  obedient  and  hnmble  Servant '. 
ROB'  MORRIS. 
His  Excellency  the  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Li£UT  Col.  Ed.  Car&ingion  to  Pre&  BIoorb,  1782. 

PhiUdelphia,  Feb.  12, 1782. 
Sir, 

Ptavioos  to  the  resolutions  of  Congress  in  Hay  last,  fin:  making 
promotions  in  the  Corps  of  Artillery  &  Horse  regimental,  to 
the  Commanding  Officers  of  Regiments,  a  Vacancy  had  happened, 
in  the  fourth  of  Artillery,  by  the  resignation  of  CoL  Proctor^  whicli, 
agreeable  to  the  principles  established  &  practiced  on,  'till  the  above 
resolutions,  I  was  held  to  succeed  to  by  right  of  seniority.  Oeneial 
Washington,  aooordingly,  did  me  the  Honor  to  make  a  return  to  the 
War  Offioe,  with  a  request  that  my  Commission  might  issue.  The 
Commission  being  made  out,  was  detained  in  the  Office.  Upon. 
enquiry  for  the  reasons  of  such  detention,  I  am  told  that  it  is  ooca- 
sioned  by  some  Objections  on  the  part  of  the  Executive  of  Peno- 
ajlvaoia.    This }»  an  impediment  which  never  befoc%  \^^\«|ais^\fik 
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tktt  promotions  repeatedly  made  in  tke  Artillery  k  Cavalrj  oa  die 
flame  priQoiple ;  I  am  therefore  ai  a  loaa  for  the  reaaona  wliioh  haTa 
in  thit  ioBtaaee  goveraed  it, 

I  do  myself  the  Honor  to  addresa  yoiir  BaoelleDoy,  ft  afaall  ba 
much  Obliged  by  aiioh  informatics  as  will  enable  me  on  the  subject 
to  know  on  what  ground  \tk^  A8ab  is  pow  vesting. — Yoar  fizcel- 
lenej  will  be  pleased  to  excase  the  liberty  I  have  taken  in  troubling 
yon  on  this  Oooasion,  as  the  Honorary  prospects  depending  on  thia 
ciroumstanoo  ar«  of  great  ^oQs^qa^noo  to  m^  ni  morit  ^trery  possi- 
ble attention  to  secure  them. 
I  hare  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  most  perfect  respect. 

Tour  £](cellencie8  most 
Ob"  jaumb>  ScrvS 

ED.  OARRINaTON, 
lit.  Col.  Art. 
His  Excellency  President  Moore. 


RoBBRT  Morris  to  Pubs.  Moors,  1782. 

(Circular.) 

Office  of  Finance^  Febrnarj  13, 1782. 
Sir, 

In  the  circular  Letter  which  I  did  myself  the  Honor  to  transmit, 
on  the  nineteenth  Day  of  October  last,  I  stated  our  Situation  aa 
clearly  and  as  explicitly  as  I  could,  so  that  you  might  be  in  Capacity 
to  form  a  solid  Judgement  as  to  what  would  be  proper.  I  am  now  to 
inform  you,  that  the  most  recent  and  authentic  Information  from 
Europe  contains  the  reiterated  Determination  on  the  part  of  France 
to  grant  us  no  farther  pecunhiry  aid.  Spain  appears  to  have  neither 
the  Inclination  nor  the  ability  to  afford  any,  and  in  Holland  it  caa 
only  be  obtained  from  Individuals,  who  will  always  require  Security 
and  of  Consequence  will  not  lend  to  the  United  States,  who  as  yoa 
well  know  h^re  no  Security  to  give.  The  want  of  proper  Funds  naa 
lh  reduced  domestic  Credit,  that  we  can  draw  no  resources  firom 
tfaance,  and  untill  domestic  Credit  is  established  foreign  Credit  cannot 
exist,  for  it  is  absurd  to  expect  that  Foreigners  will  confide  in  a  Ck)T- 
emment  which  has  not  the  Confidence  of  its  own  Citiaons.  It  is  hardly 
possible  to  describe  the  Consequences  which  have  followed  on  a  loss 
of  Credit.  We  hare  seen  the  People  diffident,  jealous  and  uahappji . 
nor  have  they  yet  reoorered,  eren  where  the  vemoral  of  undue  rea- 
trietions  has  men  them  Time  to  breathe  from  that  Load  of  oppfesnoa. 
But  the  pufaiie  are  if  posnUe  in  a  siUl  worse  Situation.  No  penoea 
will  trust  th^  publi<^  mmadjsepappnhennon  of  nrip  if  theyjmould ; 
Mod  aaoia^aenfly  our  operations  maai  be-boimded  hj  the  Taxes 
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lAMk  eta  be  ooUaoted,  while  ei  tiie  eeme  time  we  nosi  ma/teni  for 
our  very  BziflteDce  m  a  free  Gooeiry,  m  eo  fixpeaee  whioh  we 
cennot  limil ;  beoeiue  we  eeoaot  limit  the  Bflbrte  made  egeinet  Oi. 
Wheaeirer  proper  methode  shell  hefe  been  tikon  to  lestore  Ciedit^ 
ike  Beeefits  arising  from  it  will  be  as  e? ident  to  all,  as  the  wMAt  if 
now  to  those  who  are  entrusted  with  the  admiaistratioo.  Oor 
Baqpenoe  at  this  moment  is  greater  than  it  ought  to  be,  tho  lees  Ibaia 
it  waa^  I  eannot  retreneh,  beeauae  I  have  not  snfih)ient  means  in  my 
Power,  and  have  not  to  this  momeat  anj  eartein  lelianoe  on  saSflienl 
aid  from  the  soTerai  States. 

I  am  mnoh  indined  to  believe  ihat  ladifidnala  in  the  several 
lisgielatares  are  nnaqoainted  with  the  real  State  of  aflkiniy  or  flatter 
themselves  that  they  are  better  than  they  really  are,  even  afUr 
Information.  If  Omitlemen  wonld  serionsly  oemAder  the  Sitnation 
of  the  pablie  Servants,  they  wonld  at  least  not  suspeet  them  of  dee* 
eribing  oor  Dangers  as  greater  than  they  are.  They  eonU  not  fiw 
Instance  snppoee  that  I  would  give  a  hiffh  oakmring  to  the  Disorder* 
of  onr  Finances,  beeause  they  mast  see  that  on  the  oontfary,!  should 
derive  a  degree  of  Credit  from  the  general  Belief  that  each  Disordere 
do  not  esist.  And  when  I  deelave  my  apprehensions^  I  i^«re  sofiur 
my  own  operations.  My  reason  tor  desmbing  our  SituaHpo  in  its 
true  Ught  is,  that  the  States  may  be  ezdted  to  grant  us  rslief.  I 
might  by  an  appearaoee  of  wealth  extend  my  operatiooa  for  a  little 
while,  but  in  the  End  they  would  iail,  and  how  we  should  be  then 
estrieated  no  man  can  teU.  At  pieaent  I  mnat  bear  the  £vile  which 
resnlt  from  the  want  of  resourees,  and  limit  my  views  aeoordingly 
but  it  would  he  madness  to  inonleaia  an  opinion  that  Things  are 
worse  than  they  are,  beeause  then  I  ooi^d  not  derive  the  full  jBeneftt 
of  those  reaonroes  which  we  have.  Tou  mnat  therefore  be  ooavineed : 
that  I  give  you  no  exageratod  acoount,  and  I  trust  Sir,  that  your 
Legislatnra  will  give  due  weight  to  assertions  whieb  they  have  every 
reason  to  believe,  and  which  if  neglected  they  will  be  eonvinoed  of 
by  a  melancholy  and  perhaps  fatal  Experience. 

Many  peopb  flatter  themselves  with  the  Hope  of  Peaoe,  but  on 
what  is  it  founded  t  Has  the  Enemy  given  the  sUffheat  Evidenee' 
ci  a  Dssire  for  it  ?  Instead  of  suing  for  peaoe,  they  tidk  only  of  waff 
they  pvepare  only  for  war,  and  when  they  might  have  got  rid  of 
one  Enemy  by  a  word,  they  disdained  it— Altho'  Holland  offered  a 
seperate  peaoe  England  refused  to  accept  it,  nor  have  we  yet  heard 
that  riie  has  agreed  even  to  negotiate  for,  muoh  less  to  eonclnde  i^ 
gsneral  peace.  She  enjoys  full  Credit  and  therefore  she  can  csffry  on 
the  war,  and  the  object  of  it  on  her  part  is  so  great  that  therefore 
she  wiii  carry  on  the  war.  Hitherta  she  has  eerried  it  on  unsup- 
ported. Years  have  ebps od  since  it  was  pretended  that  she  could  not 
find  reeouroes  for  another  Campaign,  and  yet  Campaigns  have  suc- 
ceeded each  other  with  increasing  Expence,  and  are  still  like  to  go 
on.  With  a  Credit  like  hers  then  een  he  no  want  of  the  means^ 
n«dtherefiir*wehaveaossasaato  exfaot  thaHahain^XiA  ^«IF^a^ 
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of  ihem  while  that  Credit  exists.  How  soon  she  may  find  i 
or  how  soon  we  map  loose  them  no  man  oan  say.  While  the  mntir 
biUty  of  all  human  ^Ikxn  oontinves  to  be  the  Theme  of  oommoft 
and  daily  observation,  no  wise  man  will  rely  on  the  Fraihy  of  himaft 
oiMnion^  and  yet  opinion  may  in  a  moment  sway  the  politioa  of 
different  powers  so  as  totally  to  change  all  appearanoes.  While  thm 
war  continues,  England  has  Hope.  The  Times  and  Ghanoes  whidi 
happen  to  all  may  favor  her,  and  at  worst  she  can  conclude  a  peace 
which  cannot  be  much  more  pernicious  than  the  Loss  of  these  States. 
We  oueht  therefore  to  expect  that  Great  Britain  will  continue  the 
war  and  we  ought  even  to  expect  that  she  will  find  allies  to  assist 
her  in  it  We  ought  therefore  to  prepaie  ourselves  for  increasing 
Efforts  of  opposition. 

But  admitting  that  negotiations  were  opened  and  in  a  Train  of 
Bflect,  what  then  would  be  our  situation  ?  are  we  in  Capacity  to  in- 
sist on  useful  and  honorable  Terms  ?  There  is  hardly  m  State  in  the 
Union  but  has  an  Interest  in  objects  which  under  our  present  Cir- 
cumstances are  unattainable.  While  the  Enemy  continue  in  Posses- 
sion of  New  York  and  Charles  Town,  we  cannot  expect  such  a 
peace  as  every  good  American  ought  to  desire.  Nor  shall  we  obtain 
that  security,  without  which  peace  is  no  longer  a  Blessing. 

The  successes  of  last  Campaign  will  undoubtedly  derange  the 
plans  of  the  Enemy  for  a  Time,  but  whether  or  not  those  successes 
will  prove  decissive  must  depend  upon  ourselves.  If  we  indolently 
lie  still  untill  the  Enemy  can  reoeive  reinforcementi^  our  Prospects 
at  the  Close  of  next  Campaign  may  be  as  gloomy  as  at  the  opening 
of  the  last.  If  we  exert  ourselves  to  strike  the  Enemy  before  he 
can  obtain  aid,  we  may  perhaps  drive  him  entirely  away  and  then 
indeed  we  shall  have  reason  to  expect  Peace.  It  has  been  the  com- 
mon Trick  of  the  Enemy  to  pretend  at  every  success  we  have  ob- 
tained, nay  during  every  winter  of  the  war  that  it  would  immediately 
cease,  and  they  have  had  Emissaries  among  us  to  inculcate  that 
Idea.  The  Consequence  has  been  that  we  have  never  been  in  a 
state  of  preparation  as  soon  as  they,  notwithstanding  the  Atlantic 
ooean  lies  between  the  two  Countries,  and  places  them  at  least  throe 
months  asunder  as  to  all  military  operations.  No  thinking  man  can 
hesitate  a  moment  in  the  opinion  that  we  ought  to  prepare  for  an 
early  and  vigorous  Campaign,  in  order  to  teke  New  York  and 
Charlestown.  But  some  persons  of  sanguine  Temper  say  that  the 
Enemy  will  evacuate  one  of  these  places.  If  it  be  so,  surely  they  will 
be  so  much  stronger  at  the  other,  and  of  Course  it  will  be  so  much 
the  mors  difilcult  to  expel  them  from  it.  Possibly  they  may  incline 
to  evacuate  one  of  these  places  and  if  so  they  will  be  determined  by 
the  Knowledge  of  our  Force.  If  we  are  formidable,  it  will  be  ad- 
ditional reason  with  them  for  the  Evacuation.  But  other  persons 
still  more  sanguine  suppose  that  they  will  evacuate  both  plaoee. 
This  is  surely  absurd,  for  even  if  thev  negotiate  for  peace  they  will 
Md  jqm^hing  as  a  Qreund  fm,  which  to  make  I>cmand8^and  i£  thej 
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proMOote  the  war  tbey  will  oertainly  not  abtudon  the  oljeet  of  it 
Admitting  howoTer  that  the  Enemy  may  haye  seme  Thonghia  of 
thia  aorty  anrely  the  Detennination  will  be  greatly  inflnenoed  by  ther 
OonaideratioD  of  onr  relatiTe  Force  or  Iml^cility  and  even  if  they 
ahonM  entirely  qnit  the  United  StateB,  atill  there  are  objeota  well 
worth  fighting  for,  objeota  too  which  cannot  be  obtained  withool 
flighting. 

fivery  reaaon  therefore  combinea  in  ahowing  the  propriety  of  com* 
meneing  onr  operationa  lery  early^  and  therefore  every  Thing  baa 
'  been  done  for  the  parpoee  which  the  meana  in  my  power  woald 
admit  ofl  It  remaina  only  with  the  leveral  statea  to  provide  men 
and  money,  and  to  make  that  provision  aa  early  as  poesible ;  for  the 
old  adage  that  he  who  gives  earlv  donblea  thereby  hia  Oift  caa 
never  be  more  applicable  than  on  the  present  occaaion.  For  what- 
ever may  be  the  different  opinions  of  different  men,  all  mnat  agree 
that  the  only  way  to  secure  a  peace  ia  to  be  prepared  for  war.  And 
depend  on  it  that  if  we  negleot  the  preaent  moment^  we  ahall  hava 
bitter  Canae  to  lament  our  negligence. 

In  the  Letter  before  mentioned,  I  did  myself  the  Honor  to  observe 
that  I  expected  the  fntnre  Ezpenditnrea  would  be  greatlv  enrtailed* ' 
Thia  has  happened.  But  I  also  observed  that  the  moat  rigid  osconomy 
had  ita  Bounds,  and  could  not  exiat  without  the  punctual  perfor- 
mance of  those  Engagements  on  which  the  first  steps  towards  it 
muat  depend.  I  have  not  yet  reached  thoae  Bounds  for  reasona  I 
have  already  stated,  and  how  long  it  will  be  before  I  arrive  at  them 
must  depend  on  the  ability  to  perform  the  Engagements  I  have 
made ;  and  aurely  it  is  unneceasary  to  add  that  Uiia  ability  mual 
depend  on  the  Exertions  of  the  States.  I  mentioned  alao  that  I 
ahottld  ahortly  advertise  for  Contracts,  as  the  most  effectual  meana  of' 
hnabanding  our  resources.  With  respect  to  this  matter  of  Gontracta 
I  have  some  reaaon  to  believe  that  it  has  been  misunderstood,  and 
therefore  I  shall  take  the  Liberty  of  giving  acme  little  Informatioa 
on  the  subject.  When  I  was  called  into  ofioe  I  had  a  thorough' 
Conviction  that  supplying  by  Contracts  was  most  effectual  and 
moat  oeconomioal,  but  1  had  no  money,  and  Credit  waa  at  ao  low  ao 
Ebb  that  most  people  doubted  whether  any  one  would  contract. 
At  that  Time  the  State  of  Pensilvania  gave  me  assurances  of  hard 
money  to  procure  the  artiolea  of  specific  supplies  due  from  thai 
State,  on  the  requisitions  of  Congress.  I  immediately  purohaaed  a 
part  of  those  supplies  on  my  private  and  personal  Credit  and  aaau- 
ranees,  and  I  advertised  for  a  Contract  to  aupply  rations  at  Phil** 
delphia.  By  Degrees  I  extended  the  Contracts  throughout  Pen- 
silvania, whereas  If  I  had  advertiied  fi>r  them  at  once  I  might 
probably  have  fisiled  in  obtaining  proposals,  or  if  not,  those  who 
molined  to  risque  it  would  have  made  the  public  pay  dear  for  the 
Credit  reposed  in  their  ministers.  The  Contracts  for  Pensilvania 
were  paid  oat  of  monioa  granted  for  furnishing  the  suppliaa^  a»A^ 
the  artidea  ait  .canied  to  aooount  on  the  r^^uMtokipm.   ^^^^^%* 
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roa0OB  to  azpetft  sapport  from  the  Middb  and  Eaaleni  SUte^'I 
hmwe  extended  the  Contracts  for  i applies  thro  all  the  OomnWj  Berth.- 
ward  and  BssMrard  of  Potowmao  Bi?ery  and  in  order  diafe  joa  maj 
j^ge  of  the  Kffeety  I  will  mention  that  on  an  appUeadoa  fbr  pay  to 
the  Department  of  the  iasning  Commissary,  I  required  a  tetura  of 
them  and  of  their  monthly  pay,  which  being  made,  I  iMind  thai 
within  that  District  it  amoanted  to  ten  thousand  five  hundred  and 
twenty-five  Dollars,  which  is  annually  for  the  salary  aloney  exolnaive 
oC  all  other  Expsnses  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  thonsand  Dol* 
lansu  The  rations  delivered  at  West  Feint  a^d  ite  Dependeneas  are 
supplied  at  the  rate  of  nine  and  an  half  ninetieths  of  a  Dollar  Car 
eaoh  ration.  Consequently  that  sum  will  yield  one  miliioni  one  hua- 
deed  and  ninety  six  thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty-six  Bations|y 
which  is  something  more  than  three  thousand  two  hundred  and 
seventy-eixht  per  Day.  But  when  it  is  eonsidered  that  saiariea  were 
not  the  only  Expenees  of  a  Department,  it  is  certainly  estimating 
within  Bounds  to  suppose  that  five  thousand  Soldiers  are  fed  every 
Day  on  what  it  formerly  cost  the  public  to  support  the  Issuem  of 
previsions,  in  a  part  of  the  United  Stetes.  I  should  have  pursued 
the  Buainess  of  contracting  throughout  America,  had  I  received  any 
aaaurances  of  Taxation  which  would  warrant  the  Procedure.  But 
L  had  none,  and  I  did  not  dare  risque  myself  in  malung  Engage* 
aente  which  I  found  no  probability  of  keeping.  But  whenever  I 
cen  see  my  way  clear,  I  certainly  shall  do  it,  and  I  trust  that  the 
BffMts  wiU  be  as  ben^ial  as  they  have  been  eleewhere. 

Having  idready  observed  on  the  necessity  of  early  and  vigprous 
Bscrtions,  and  mentioned  that  I  had  done  every  Thing  toinutis 
them  which  wias  in  my  power,  I  have  only  to  add  that  unless  we  are 
properly  supported,  every  Thing  so  done  has  been  thrown  away.  The 
Views  ol  the  Commander  in  Chief  will  be  disappointed ;  The  Com- 
binations intended  with  our  allies  will  be  deranged,  and  the  Enemy 
inll  derive  that  advantoge  from  our  negligence,  which  we  might 
have  derived  from  th^r  weakness. 

>  It  gives  me  great  pain  to  learn  that  the  public  ser^ee  is  too  often 
interrupted,  ao^  the  attention  of  men  diverted  firom  it,  by  little, 
trivial  Disputes,  of  a  private,  partial  or  local  nature^  which  are  com- 
paratively  of  little  Consequence.  This  is  a  Conduct  unworthy  of 
wise  men,  and  such  as  cannot  be  justified.  Surely  it  is  best  first  to 
provide  for  the  Defence  of  our  Country  before,  we  squabble  about 
minute  objecte  of  ContnMqBrsy.  If  we  should  be  told  that  the 
British  were  so  materially  divided  in  their  Pkrliament,  that  in  con- 
tention about  trivial  Disputes,  thev  delayed  granting  to  the  Crown 
cfMtual  aid  of  money,  we  should  eerUinly  form  very  splendid 
Bxpectetions  from  that  Circumstonce.  Judge  then,  whether  our 
Bnemy's  Hopes  are  not  raised  by  our  Dissensions ;  or,  rather  let 
me  ask  if  they  have  not  hmdly  asserted  that  thev  would  prove  ruinous 
.  to  the  Cause  of  Independence  7  nay,  have  they  not  boested  thai 
ftlMse  Piseantioiia  originated  in  British  Influence  or  Biitiah  Qoldf 
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What  thoQ  most  be  the  opinion  of  foreigners  and  atrangersf 
Wha^  will  thej  not  oonclode  from  a  Conduct,  whicb|  according  to 
their  Habits  of  reasoning,  can  onlv  be  aooonnted  for  by  Disaffection^ 
Follj  or  madness  f  Let  ns,  for  Heaven's  sake,  while  engaged  in  a 
eause  the  most  honorable,  the  most  virtuoos,  and  which  must  endear 
the  present^  Generation  to  future  Ages.  liCt  us  preserve  a  Conduct 
noble,  dignified  and  worthy  of  that  glorious  Cause.  In  pursuit  of 
the  greatest,  the  dearest  Object  which  man  can  possess,  In  the  fair 
road  to  peace.  Liberty  and  Safety,  let  us  not  fall  out  by  the  way. 
Bat  uniting  to  and  supporting;  each  other,  let  our  efforts  be  equal  to 
Qur  Claims,  and  let  us  show  that  we  have  the  Perseverance  to  obtain 
what  we  have  had  the  spirit  to  demand.  Let  us  at  once  become  in- 
dependent. Really  and  truly  independent  Independent  of  our 
£nemies,  of  our  Frisods,  of  all  but  toe  Omnipotent. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient 

and  humble  Servant, 

ROB'  MORRIS. 
His  Excellency,  the  President  of  Pensilvania. 
Ador^edf 

Read  in  Council,  Feb.  13th,  1782. 


Ebv.  Gbo.  Duffibld  to  Sec*t  Matlack,  1782. 

Philadelphia,  Feb.  11, 1782. 
Sir, 

The  Rev.  Mr.  William  Linn,  of  Cumberland  County,  is  situated 
in  a  part  of  Country  where  several  applications  are  made  to  him  to 
jnarry  by  License,  and  as  it  is  attended  with  great  Inconveniency  to 
apply  to  the  Prothonotary  of  the  County  on  every  such  occasion,  he 
wishes  to  keep  some  Licenses  by  him  for  the  purpose.  If  you  will 
be  so  kin  J  as  to  fombh  him  by  Mr.  Wm.  MoClure,  the  Bearer 
of  this,  with  any  number,  not  exceeding  twelve,  I  shall  be  much 
obliged  to  you,  &  am  firmly  persuaded  you  may  fully  rely  on  hia 
prudence  in  filling  them,  k  making  fiiithnil  Remittance. 
I  am,  Sir,  your  most  obedient,  humble  serv', 

GEO.  DUFFIELD. 
IHreetedf 

To  Timothy  Matlack,  Esq. 

HoK.  Robert  B.  Livxnqston  to  Pbes.  Moobb,  1782. 

Philadelphia,  18th  of  Feb,  1782. 
Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  transmit  your  Excellency  several  resolu- 
tions of  Congress,  which  having  a  reference  to  the  department  of 
fofcign  affiurS|  are  in  oouraa  to  pass  thro'  this  oflSfie.    'LVl^u^^a^xVi 
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for  0ftlnryflig  them  into  effect  h  too  obviotis  to  tieed  ob 
While  we  hold  tn  ititerooarse  with  eivilised  natiotiB,  we  most  eofifarte 
to  laws  whieh  hamhnitj  has  established  &  oastom  oonmefated  among 
them.  Ob  this  the  rights  which  the  United  States  or  their  mtineni 
may  claim  in  foreign  countries  must  be  founded.  The  resolution 
No  2,  passed  Congress  in  conseqnenoe  6f  a  convention  about  to  be 
condoded  between  his  most  Christian  Majesty  and  the  United  Statei 
of  America,  which  affords  an  additional  reason  for  paying  it  tiie  earliest 
attention.  Your  Eicellency  and  the  Legislature  win  see  the  pro- 
priety of  rendering  the  laws  on  these  subjects  as  simple,  and  the 
execution  of  them  as  expeditious  as  possible ;  since  foreigners,  who 
are  the  great  object  of  them,  are  easily  disgusted  at  complex  systems, 
Irhich  they  find  a  difficulty  in  understanding.  And  the  honor  and 
peace  of  a  nation  are  frequently  as  much  wounded  by  a  dieky  as  iiy 
a  denial  of  justice. 

The  resolution  No.  8  relates  to  your  boundaries,  and  is  designed 
as  one  means  of  ascertaining  the  territorial  rights  of  the  United 
States  ooilectively,  which  can  only  be  accurately  known  by  each 
State's  exhibiting  its  claims,  and  the  evidence  on  which  they  found 
them.  Your  Excellency  will  therefore  be  pleased  to  direet  that 
authentic  Copies  from  your  records  of  all  grants,  eharters,  OMips, 
treaties  with  the  natives  and  other  evidences,  to  be  transmitted  to 
this  office^  ns  soon  as  yon  can  convenientlv  collect  them.  I  oould 
wish  that  the  copies  might  be  proved  by  naving  the  great  seal  of 
your  State  annexed. 

I  liave  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  With  the  greatest  respect  &  esteem. 
Your  Excellency's  most  obedient|  humble  servant, 
EOB.  R.  LtVINQSTON.* 

His  Excellency;  William  Moore,  Esq.,  President  of  the  State  of 
Pensylvania. 


Pebs.  Moorb  to  His  Exobllbbct  Jno.  Dickinson,  1782. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  July  19, 1782. 
Sir, 

Your  letter  of  the  14th  of  the  present  month  baa  been  read  in 
Council,  and  ordered  to  be  laid  before  the  General  Assembly,  to 
whom  the  information  it  contains  must  be  highly  pleasing,  and  can- 
not fail  of  reviving  in  the  house  the  coosideratlon  of  the  state  in 
which  the  trade  of  Delaware  river  now  stands,  a  consideration  of 
high  importance  to  the  Husbandmen  of  Pennsylvania|  as  well  as  to 
the  merchant  and  citizens* 

•  Set  Cd.  Eec.,  Tel  XUI.,  p.  SlO. 
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Tbe  obserrations  wbioh  yon  tnnke  eoneeniiog  ihe  long  ooniinaed 
fendsliTp,  commoti  interest  and  prudence,  and  friendly  oo-operation  of 
le  Sutes  of  Delaware  and  Pennsylvania  are  too  jnst  to  l>e  passed  by 
ithout  due  notice  and  attention^  and  I  am  confident  you  will  find 
le  state  of  Pennsylvania  ever  ready,  on  all  occasions,  to  cultivate 
Qt  only  that  harmony  which  ought  to  subdist  between  neighbouring 
tat«s,  but  also  to  cherish  that  friendship  and  afTetition  wblch  is  so 
ivantageous  to  &  becoming  of  adjoining  sister  states^  united  in  one 
smmon  cause  &  interest. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  regard,  sir. 
Your  most  ob'  &  very  humble 

9o  His  Excellency  Jdhn  Dickinson;  Bsquire. 


Hon.  Jamss  GuifmiNGHAM  to  Tkeb.  Moobb^  1782. 

'  Montjoy,  February  19th;  1782. 
lit, 
The  collectors  in  this  part  of  the  oountrey  have  (for  some  time 
ast)  been  industrious  in  collecting  the  Taxes,  and  also  the  money 
rom  the  Classes,  and  the  people  in  general  profess  a  willingness  to 
ay,  and  are  diligent  in  raising  money  for  that  purpose ;  but  I  am 
oabtfuU  if  the  collection  of  the  old  miliUa  fines  (in  hard  money,) 
e  prosecuted  with  the  same  riffour  it  is  begun ;  it  will  not  only 
9nder  many  unable  to  pay  their  Taxes,  &*%  but  reduce  them  to 
overty  &  distroj^s ;  and  however  Just  it  is  that  such  as  have  not 
sndered  their  personal  service  when  called  to  the  field  should  pay 
)r  their  neglect,  yet  when  such  are  called  upon  for  their  fines  in 
ard  money  to  bo  paid  instantly,  without  any  regard  beinff  had  to 
beir  circumstances,  it  will  reduce  naany  to  the  utmost  difficulty, 
nd  indeed  there  are  but  few  of  ability  to  bear  up  under  it,  as 
Aoney  is  but  scarce  in  proportion  to  the  demand  there  Is  for  it-*- 
iome  who  have  been  accounted  of  tollerable  circumstances  have  been 
early  ruined,  by  their  property  being  sold  (sometimes)  at  less  than 
ne  fourth  the  value.  I  shall  only  trouble  your  Excellency  with 
n  instance  of  one  who  is  possessed  of  a  middling  Farm  ;  the  fines 
le  was  charged  with  was  £21  10  when  the  collectors  called  upon 
im  he  had  not  the  money,  but  told  the  collectors  he  would 
n^avoar  to  borrow  it  and  pay  him  in  a  few  Days,  however  the 
olleetor  would  not  spare  him,  but  took  two  Horses,  and  Drove  off 
even  head  of  horned  Cattle,  there  are  many  in  similar  circumstances, 
nd  if  measures  more  lenient  are  not  prosecuted  those  people  will 
» .rendered  incapable  of  cultivating  their  farms — how  far  it  may  be 
he  duty  of  Council  to  interfere  in  this  mattter  I  do  not  know^  b^^ 
m  of  opinion  (if  U  oa&  be  done  with  pcopiiatj^  tii%^  q^^Xi  \a>qk<^^ 
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the  opportuDily  of  an  Appeal. — ^I  should  not  have  troabled  jon 
with  these  lines,  bat  siokoess  in  my  family  has  prevented  mj  bong 
in  Philadelphia  so  soon  as  I  intended. 
I  amj  Dear  Sir,  with  every  sentiment  of  respeot 

your  Ezoellenoy's  most  obedient  Humble  Servant, 
JAMES  CUNNINGHAM. 
Ourected, — His  Exoellenoy,  William  Moore,  Esquire,  Philadelphia. 


Col.  Thomas  Scott  to  Pbbs.  Moobb,  1782. 

Washington^  February  20th,  1782. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  had  lately  the  honour  of  adressing  a  few  -lines  to  Goiuieil, 
whereof  I  Expected  Col^  Cannon  would  been  the  bearer,  but  missing 
of  that  opertunity  have  since  found  one  by  which  I  expect  the  are 
or  very  soon  will  arive :  Inclosed  therein  is  sundry  returns  for 
justices  of  the  peace,  with  some  account  of  the  Ciroumstanoes  of 
Their  Election.  I  now  Inclose  the  Return  of  Summerset,  being  the 
new  Township  struck  of  off  Fallowfield,  which  I  also  mentioned  in 
my  last,  you  will  observe  that  Mr.  Parker  is  in  both  these  ^tums, 
being  first  elected  in  Fallowfield,  and  being  thrown  into  Summeiael 
by  the  division  is  now  again  elected. 

I  am  Told  this  day  that  the  Indeans  have  made  sundry  depre- 
dations  on  the  frontiers  of  Chis  Country,  during  the  last  open  spell 
of  weather,  particularly  on  Eacoon  Creek,  and  up  the  Monangohela, 
I  think  at  a  place  called  Buckhanan.  I  fear  this  is  the  begining  of 
more  than  usual  Calamity. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

with  the  Greatest  Respect 

your  Excellencies  and  Counoik 

very  humbl.  Servt, 

THO.  SCOTT. 
Directed, 

His  Excellency,  William  Moore,  Esquire,  Preudent  of  Penn- 
sylvania, Philadelphia. 


Pbbs.  Moorb  to  Thomas  Willing,  1782. 

In  Council,  Feb'ry  21st,  1782. 
Sir 

Your  Letter  dated  y*  9th  Instant,'*'  inclosing  the  Petition  addressed 
to  the  General  Assembly  of  this  State,  was  yesterday  Reoeiv«d, 
read  in  Council,  &  this  day  laid  before  the  Assembly  agreeable  to 
Sequest  expressed  in  said  Letter. 

I  am.  Sir,  y'  most  hum.  Servt., 

W-  MOORE,  President 
i>irec(«/,— Thomas  Willing,  Esqr. 

•  8ee  GoL  Bee..  Yd.  xm.,  p.  200,  201. 
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Capt.  Isaac  Cbaiq  to  Pebs.  Moore,  17S2. 

His  EzoelleDoy  the  President^  and  the  Sapreme  EzeoadTe  Counoil 

of  the  State  of  PenDsjlvania. 

The  Memorial  of  Captain  Isaac  Craig,  of  the  PeoD*  Begiment  of 
Artillery,  Hamblj  Sheweth, 

That,  coDfidiDg  in  the  Attention  ever  shown  by  your  Ezoellenoy 
and  the  Hon***  Council  over  whom  yon  preside — Your  Memorialist 
is  embolden'd  to  lay  before  you  a  Matter,  which,  tho'  little  in  its 
Consequences  to  the  World,  to  him  in  its  Issues  is  of  the  greatest 
importance.  Viz.,  my  rank  in  the  Army,  my  right  of  promotion 
disputed.  I  therefore  beg  leave  to  lay  before  your  Excellency  (looking 
np  to  you  and  the  Hon***  Council  as  the  Guardians  of  the  rights  ot 

Jour  Officers)  a  state  of  my  claim,  resting  assured  of  impartial 
nstice  being  done  me. — At  the  beginning  of  the  present  Contest, 
I  took  up  Arms  in  defence  of  my  Country's  rights,  determined  to 
lay  them  down  only  with  my  life,  or  an  establishment  of  our 
freedom. 

In  November,  1775, 1  was  appointed  a  first  Lieutenant  of  Marines 
in  the  Navy,  then  fitting  out  by  the  Continent,  and  in  that  Capacity 
acted,  commanding  the  Marines.,  on  board  the  Andrew  Dona,  ten' 
months — Permit  me  to  observe,  that  your  Memorialist  was  then  the 
oldest  Lieutenant,  and,  of  course,  entitled  to  the  first  Yacancv, 
which  Vacancy  happened  the  first  of  April,  1776,  but  was  not  filrd 
up,  occasioned  by  my  being  at  Sea,  and  not  having  an  opportunity 
of  applying  to  the  Marine  Committee  for  that  purpose.  On  my 
return  to  this  Harbour  in  October,  1776,  I  had  a  CapUin^  commis* 
sion  given  me,  dated  the  time  of  my  Arnval,  and  was  informed  by  the 
Marine  Committee,  that  my  absence  and  no  oertainty  of  my  return, 
was  the  reason  I  was  not  appointed  to  one  of  the  Ships  then  fitting 
out  I  esteemed  the  date  of  Commission  in  the  Navy  as  of  little 
conseqnenoe,  being  determined  to  embrace  the  first  opportunity  of 
removing  into  the  Army.  In  November,  1776,  the  Marines  under 
the  command  of  Major  Nicols,  of  that  Corps,  were  ordered  to  join 
the  Army,  and  continued  doing  the  duty  of  Infantry  until  about  the 
20^  of  February,  when  we  received  orders  to  take  charge  of  some 
pieces  of  Artillery,  and  have  the  Marines  instructed  in  that  duty. 

March  the  23'^ — 1777,  Your  Memorialist  was  appointed  second 
Captain  in  the  Regiment  of  Artillery,  then  forming  under  the  Com- 
mand of  Colonel  Proctor,  and  by  the  resignation  of  Captain  Dericks 
in  May  following,  became  first  CapUin ;  at  the  decease  of  Lieuten't 
Colonel  Strohboffh,  and  the  promotion  of  Major  Forest  to  that 
Vacancy,  your  Memorialist  became  intitled  to  a  Majority,  which 
Vacancy,  I  presume,  has  not  been  fill'd — 'tis  true  Msjor  Eustis,  of 
the  Manaohusetts  line,  done  that  duty  in  the  Regiment  some  time,  but 
I  am  informed  he  was  not  acknowledged  by  the  Supreme  execntivQ 
Anthony  of  this  State. 
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From  my  first  eDtering  into  the  Serviee  of  my  Oountry,  I  hero 
endeavoui^'d  to  learo  my  duty ;  and,  tho'  often  ardaons  and  difficalt, 
have  found  a  partiealar  pleasure  in  doing  it;  my  coodnct  as  an 
officer,  I  trusty  will  stand  a  scrutinY.  In  June,  1776,  daring  mf 
absence  at  sea,  for  several  frigates  then  building  here,  Officers  ware 
appointed,  among  whom  Captain  Porter  (who  now  disputes  rank 
with  your  Memorialist)  was  Commissioned  Captain  of  Marioes,  and 
contioned  as  such  Untiil  the  28*^  of  April  following,  at  wUch  time 
he  was  appointed  Captain  of  Artillery,  but  by  some  meanshMB  ffoi  a 
Commission  ante>dated  to  the  first  of  January  preceeding.  I  have 
ever  esteemed  Resolutions  of  Congress  Sacred-- Acts  of  that  August 
body,  and  of  the  legislatures  of  these  States,  good  security  for  the 
rights  of  SoUiers  as  well  as  Citizens ;  in  these  Acts  I  wish  to  rest 
mv  claims,  and  beg  leave  to  recite  one  of  the  first  of  April,  1777,. 
which,  I  presume,  will  appear  pertinent  to  this  Subject. 

'^  Resolved,  that  no  Officers  already  appointed,  or  to  be  hereafter 
''  appointed,  shall  take  rank  by  Virtue  of  a  Commission  Antidated ; 
'<  but  rank  shall  be  determined  by  the  time  of  appointment,  unless 
''  otherwise  directed  by  a  special  resolution  of  Congress ;" — henoe  i% 
appears  Captain  Porter  cannot  rank  as  an  Artillery  Officer  previous 
to  the  28*'*  of  April,  1777 ;  to  which  time  he  received  pay  as  Cap- 
tain of  Marines,  as  may  appear  on  record  of  the  Merine  Committee. 
It  will  further  appear,  that  while  paid  as  a  Navy  Officer,  he  also 
received  pay  as  Captain  of  Artillery  from  the  first  of  January,  1777, 
— -4hlmost  four  months  before  he  was  an  artillery  officer,  and  almost 
four  months  receiving  pay  in  a  double  capacity.  l*his  last  I  am 
constrained  to  Mention  in  this  place  Merely  as  an  argument  Neces- 
sarily connected  with  the  establishment  of  my  present  claim.. 

Captain  Porter  says  his  Commission  was  Antidated  in  consequence 
of  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  24*^  of  November,  1778 — which 
I  take  the  liberty  to  quote. — '<  Resolved,  therefore,  that,  upon  any 
'^  dispute  of  rank,  the  following  rules  shall  be  hereafter  observed  : — 
<<  for  determining  rank  in  the  Continental  line,  between  all  Colonels 
''  and  inferior  Officers  of  different  States,  between  like  officers  of  In- 
''  fantry  and  those  of  Horse  Artillery,  appointed  under  the  Authority 
"of  Congress,  by  Virtue  of  a  resolution  of  Sept'  the  16»*  1776— or 
*^  by  Virtue  of  any  Subsequent  resolution  prior  to  January  the  1*', 
*'  1777 — all  such  officers  shall  be  deemed  to  have  their  commissions 
^  dated  from  the  day  last  mentioned  ;  and  their  relative  rank  with 
"  respect  to  each  other  in  the  Continental  line  of  the  Army,  shall 
"  be  determined  bv  their  rank  prior  to  tho  16*^  day  of  SeptF,  1776. 
*^ — ^This  rule  shall  not  be  con6ider*d  to  affect  the  rank  of  the  line 
'<  within  any  State,  or  within  the  Corps  of  Artillery,  Horse,  or 
''  Among  the  16  Additional  Battalions,  where  the  rank  has  been 
"settled,  but  shall  be.  the  rule  to  determine  the  relative  Hank  withiv 
"  the  particular  line  of  Artillery  so  far  asthc  rank  remains  Unsettled.'^ 

.  Your  Memorialist  humbly  approheods,  that  the  above  xesolution, 
by  which  Captain  Porter  attempts  to  support  his  claim,  has  no  alio- 
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aion  to  bis  eMe,  either  direotly  or  impliedly,  as  it  wtfl  intended  to 
opperate  on  the  rank  of  the  Officers  of  the  88  Battalions  on/^y  or 
tjbose  app<Mnted  in  the  Army  between  the  16*^  of  Sept%  177dy  and 
the  1*<  of  January,  1 777,  &  as  before  observed,  Cap>  Porter's  aoknowU 
edging  himself  a  navy  officer,  by  receiving  pay  in  that  lino  up  to 
the  28*^  of  April,  1777.  Be  could  have  no  pretonsions  to  rank  in 
the  Army  previous  to  that  time — But,  could  it  be  admitted  thal^ 
servioe  in  the  Navy  should  intitle  Officers  to  promotion  in  the  Army, 
whieh  at  no  time  appears  to  be  the  intontion  of  Congress,  I  presume 
your  Memorialist  has  the  first  claim — being  first  in  ooramissioo-— 
and  aotoal  Hervioe  at  sea  only  prevented  the  promotion  due  him  from 
taking  place  in  April,  1776,  as  before  observed,  which  appears  to  be^ 
some  months  prior  to  Cap^  Porter's  offering  his  Servioe — and  if  Aey 
Ortjpi.  PmrUv^t^  recruiting  a  Company  of  Marinee  in  the  Summer  of 
1776  Merits  your  Attontion,  Your  Memorialist  presumes,  that  doin^ 
that  duty  in  1775,  and  serving  at  Sea  untill  Oct^,  1776,  Claimft 
your  Notice.  Major  Niools,  who  is  well  acquainted  with  ^oui* 
Memorialist's  oonduot  whilst  an  Officer  under  his  command,  will,  if 
Necessary,  Attest  what  is  Asserted  respecting  Servioe  in  the  Navy. 

Your  Memorialist  begs  leave  further  to  Observe,  that  His  Exoel- 
lenoy  our  lato  prendent,  who  was  a  Member  of  the  board  of  Arrange^ 
ment  in  1778,  informed  him,  that  that  Board,  in  giving  rank  U^ 
Officers,  not  only  attonded  to  their  appointments,  but  had  a  Minato 
retrospect  to  the  dates  of  YacanoieS  to  which  they  were  intituled; 
Seing  ordered  to  Fort  Pitt  in  March,  1780,  (previous  to  Cap*  Per-* 
ter's  joining  the  Penn*  Regiment)  and  Continuing  on  that  distant 
Command,  will,  I  hope,  be  a  sufficient  apology  for  your  Memorialist's 
Isto  application. 

In  our  servioe,  may  it  please  your  Excellency,  Honor  is  Hhe  only 
personal  Consideration  an  Officer  has  to  fight  for;  'tis  therefore 
connected  with  the  Yitals  of  our  Military  establishment;  in  this 
oon&ideration,  your  Excellency  will  excuse  the  prolixity  of  an  Address 
Originaiittg  from  Priueiples  of  self  support  and  preservation. 
Your  Memorialist  Subscribes  himself, 

With  the  most  profound  respect, 
Your  Excellency's 

Obedient  Humble  Servant, 

ISAAC  CRAIG. 

Philadelphis,  21-*  Peb'y,  1782. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency  The  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 


BjBPOBT  09  COHMITTSB  ON   LBTT8R  FROM  SUPBRINTENDANl 
OF   FiNANCB,    1782. 

The  Connittee  to  whom  the  Letter  from  the  Super*  of  Finance^ 
tt  February,  1782,  was  eomnitted,  do  report  the  following  ResKi^ 
hitieni:. 
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Besolvecj,  That  tbe  Minister  of  War  do  cause  accurate  retarns  to 
be  made  of  every  Non  Commis'  Officer  &  priyate  in  tbe  Amy  of 
the  U.  8.  who  shall  be  in  actual  service  on  the  first  day  of  April 
next,  specifying  the  particular  State  to  which  each  man  belongs. 

Besolved,  That  Congress  will  on  the  first  day  of  May  next  proceed 
to  detertbine  the  value  of  which  every  Non  Commis'  Officer  & 
private  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States  shall  be  estimated ;  and 
will  then  debit  every  State  in  ace*  for  the  recruiting  service,  with 
such  estimated  value  for  every  Noo  Commis'  Officer  &  private  as- 
signed to  such  State  respectively,  in  tbe  month  of  October,  1780 — 
And  will  then  Credit  every  State  in  s'  Account  for  every  Non  Com- 
mis'  Officer  &  private,  which  shall  appear  to  be  in  actual  service  on 
the  s*  first  day  of  April  &  belonging  to  such  State  respectively,  with 
the  8*  estimated  value.  That  for  every  recruit  that  shall  join  the 
Army  after  the  s'  first  day  of  April  &  before  the  s'  first  day  of  May, 
the  State  to  whom  such  recruit  belongs,  shall  be  credited  Niue 
Tenths  of  the  s'  Estimated  value.  For  every  such  recruit  that  shall 
join  tbe  s**  Army  after  the  1st  day  of  May  &  before  the  1st  day  of 
June  following,  Eight  Tenths  of  said  estimated  value.  For  every 
such  Recruit  that  shall  join  the  Army  after  the  1st  day  of  June  & 
before  the  1st  day  of  July  following,  Seven  Tenths  of  said  estimated 
sum.  For  every  such  Recruit  that  shall  j'^in  tbe  Army  after  the 
first  day  of  July  &  before  tbe  lat  day  of  August,  Six  Tenths  of  such 
estimated  value.  For  every  Recruit  tha^  shall  join  the  said  Array  after 
the  first  day  of  August  &  before  the  first  day  of  September,  Five 
Tenths  ofr  such  estimated  value.  For  every  such  Recruit  that  shall 
'  join  tbe  Army  after  tbe  first  day  of  September  &  before  the  first 
day  of  October,  four  Tenths  of  such  estimated  value — but  that  no 
allowance  be  made  for  any  recruit  whose  period  of  inlistment  shall 
be  less  than  three  years,  or  during  the  War. 

Resolved,  Tbat  every  such  Recruit  shall  be  considered  as  joined 
to  the  Army,  as  soon  as  be  shall  march  for  the  place  to  which  he  is 
ordered  on  service  from  the  place  of  general  rendezvous  within  the 
State,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Commander  in  Chief — and  in  order  to 
determine  such  time  of  marching  the  Time  of  Arrival  shall  Ih)  de- 
termined and  an  allowance  made  for  marching  thither,  calculating 
on  the  distance  at  the  rate  of  15  miles  ^  Day. 

Resolved,  That  the  recruits  be  maintained  at  the  Ezpcnce  of  the 
States  until  they  shall  join  as  afs',  but  that  during  the  time  of 
marching  an  allowance  be  made  to  tbe  State  for  each  Non  Commis' 
Officer  &  man  at  the  rate  of  ^^  of  a  Dollar  ^  mile,  for  every  mile 
from  the  said  place  of  rendesvons  to  tbe  place  where  they  shall 
arrive  as  af**. 

Resolved,  That  the  Minister  of  War  cause  the  several  men  of  the 
diffsrent  State  Lines  to  be  arranged  within  the  respective  Lines,  in 
§aob  manner  as  to  form  compleat  Corps  or  parts  of  Corps,  so  thai 
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ihera  be  a  due  proportion  of  men  to  the  Officen  aooording  to  tlie 
eatabliebment  aa  near  aa  eonvenientlj  may  bcr. 

Betolred,  That  the  remaining  Officera^  except  roeh  aa  the  Coib* 
mander  in  Chief  may  think  proper  to  i^tain  iii  senriee  for  partieolar 
pnrpoeesi  retire  to  their  respeotiye  States  nntil  sneh  time  ai  the 
State  shall  provide  men  for  them  to  Command,  agreeably  to  the 
eatablishmenty  &  that  in  the  mean  time  the  a*  States  provide  the 
pay^  radons  &  Forage  allowed  to  the  said  Officers  respeetively  by 
the  sereral  Besoladons  &  Acts  of  Congress  npon  that  subject. 

The  Committee  desired  to  sit  again. 


Pascu  Moohb  to  Spjbaxse  of  Absbkbly^  1782. 

In  Council. 

PhiladvFeVy22d,1782. 
Sir, 

I  inclose  you  a  lettor  from  hia*  Excellency,  General  Washington^* 
dated  the  21st  instant,  and  reouest  that  you  will  please  to  lay  tha 
I  befoire  the  Oeneni  Assemoly. 

lam^&a. 


Pais.  MOORB  TO  OeH.  WABHI9aT05,  1782. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  Feb'y  22, 1782. 
Sir, 

Your  Excelkncy'a  letter  of  the  2l8t*  of  the  pieaent  month,  has 
been  read  in  Council  and  laid  before  the  General  Assembly  for  their 
consideration.  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  great  regard, 

your  Exo^en<^a 

most  obedient  serrani 
Dtreetedf 
Hia  Excellency,  George  Waahington,  Esq',  Conmwnder  in  Chief. 


Deposition  of  Sarah  Ebuh,  1782. 

Bucks,  88. 

On  the  22d  Day  of  February  A.  D.  1782,  Personally  appeared 
before  me  John  Chapman  one  of  the  Justices  of  said  county,  Sarah 
Keith  of  Upper  Makefield  in  said  County,  (being  Housekeeper  for 
her  brother  John  Keith)  and  on  her  oath  declared,  that  on  Saturday 

«  See  OoL  Rec.,  YoL  XUL,  ^.  201« 
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tbe  16tli  of  tUs  Ifis't  iaboot  8  O'clock  in  the  Eyeiiiiig,  Ber  Brotbeni 
House  was  surrounded  by  a  number  of  Armed  Mett-^Hind  one  «f 
them  entering  the  Kitohen  eiu|Qired  if  the  Man  of  the  Honao  ^as 
at  home;  and  being  answered  in  th&negatiTe — He  then  ashed  if  bft 
was  not  a  GoUeotor,  and  this  Deponaut  saying,  yes — He  then  de^ 
BHmded  if  there  was.  not  money  in  the  House — ^This  Deponan^ 
ret>liefe^  none  that  she  knew  of— He  then  declared  he  must  see 

Jhether  there  was  or  not— Ordered  his  Comrads  who  were  out  0% 
>oors  to  take  care  of  the  People  in  the  House — And  then  proceeded! 
to  search.  He  went  from  the  Kitchen  very  directly  thro'  the 
House  and  upstairs  and  through  a  Front  )^m  in  the  Ohiimber  ihto 
a  Back  Room  where  this  Deponents  Brother  John  Usually  lodged, 
immediately  took  hold  of  the  lid  of  a  Chest  in  said  Room,  and  it 
being  lockted,  he  ordered  this  Deponen^  (whom  he  had  Oommanded 
to  attend  him  with  a  Candle)  immediately  to  unlock  it,  she  did  so, 
he  searched  the  said  Chest,  and  afterwards  every  other  Chest  Drawers 
and  Cupboards  that  he  found,  and  almost  every  Part  of  the  House. 
He  commanded  this  deponent  with  Threats,  and  a  Boy  belonging K^ 
the  hbuse  With  threats,  and  a  Pistol  presented  to  his  Breast,'  to 
tell  him  where  the  Money  was.  They  both  persisting  in  a  Refusal  of 
a  Declaration  that  they  knew  not.  The  Robber  at  Length  making 
a  Motion  to  go  away  and  talEe  with  him  a  Oun,  a  Sword  and  Bayonet 
which  he  found  in  the  House,  the  Man  who  stood  Sentry  at  the 
Kitchen  Door,  Bid  him  take  Nothing  but  what  belonged  to  the 
Congress/  He  accordingly  left  them  and  went  off'  with  the  Others 
without  taking  any  Thing  but  a  Few  Biscuit  he  found  in  the 
Kitchen. 

T-he  One  who  eame  into  the  House  appeared  about  5  Foot  10 
Inches  high — about  22  or  23  years  old  with  black  Hair,  dark  Com- 
tksion,  Smooth  lace,  a  little  Out-mouthed — h^d  on  a  large  Seol- 
Ibped  Hat  A  light  grey  Coloured  Bears  Skin  great  Coat  with  % 
large  falling  Collar  of  the  same,  buttoned  up  so  that  his  Other 
Cloaths  could  not  be  seen-— except  his  ^ale  blue  yaim  Stockings  & 
Calf  Skin  Shoes  with  Silver  Buckles  of  the  French  Pattern.  The 
Man  who  stood  at  the  Kitchen  Door,  this  Deponent  judged  to  be 
ifear  tbe  same  Height— *had  a  Groat  Coat  on  with  the  Cape  buttoned 
close  to  his  Face — had  a  Gun  in  his  Hand,  and  when  this  Deponent 
went  fx)  the  Door  with  a  can^e,  he  turned  his  Face  from  her,  and  walked 
towards  the  Garden  Pales.  This  Deponent  saw  two  other  men  at 
the  other  Doors,  and  believes  there  were  in  all  five  Men. 

In  Witness-i^beireef  Ae  )mth  b^fe'uikler' Subscribed  ber  name, 

SARAH  KEITH,    . 

.  Sworn  and  taken  February  y  22d,  A.  D.  1782,  before  mb 

JOHN  CHAPMAN. 
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CoIn  TflOMAS  O&Aia  TO  Files.  Moo&b,  1782^ 

Camp  PonpoD,  feVj  iith^  ^782. 
Sir,  . 

Enclosed  is  a  return  of  the  Deeertera  that  have  deserted  from  the 
Detachment  under  my  command  unce  I  left  PennsylTania  antill  the 
present  period.  It  will  doubtless  alarm  your  Excellency  and  the^ 
Honorable  Council  to  see  it,  but  when  we  consider  that  those  men* 
were  marched  away  in  a  linen  Hunting  Shirt,  Oyeralls  and  Vest  of 
the  same^  that  the  contract  made  \ith  them  by  the  public  was  not 
complied  with,  that  the  Season  was  extreamly  severe,  manr  of  them; 
without  Shoes  or  Stockinss^  and  obliged  to  perform  furoed  marohat 


of  fifteen  and  twenty  miles  a  day  ^sometimes  upwards,)  through  a 
Country  that  afforded  them  but  indifferent  soppiies,  I  say  when  we 
come  to  consider  all  these  difficulties  it  will  in  some  nieasure  lessen 
our  resentment  against  them,  and  while  we  axe  exerting  ourselves  in 
Shotting  these  offenders  apprehended,  we  will  (I  hope,)  at  the  same 
tune  use  our  best  endeavours  in  making  better  provision  for  the 
virtuous  that  have  withstood  every  hardship. 

I  can  with  pleasure  inform  your  Ezeellency  that  only  four  .have 
deserted  from  us  since  our  arrival  on  the  enemies  lines,  three  txf 
whom  have  since  beep  taken  and  are  now  in  Confinement. 

The  public  packets  that  accompany  this  will  inform  your  Excel- 
lency more  fully  of  the  state  of  this  Country  and.  Army  than  I  can 
i^ndertake  to  dfo — the  enemy  fin  niy  Qpinion,).'are  tired  fighting— 
they  keep  in  Ohsrles  Town  ana  its  Vicinity.         ^ 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

f[i>h  unfeigned  esteem  and  respeet 

your  Excellency's  most  obed. 

and  most  Humble  Servt., 

THOCRAIO,  Colonel. 
Command*  P  Brigade. 
Directed, 

His  Excellency,  William  Moore,  Esqr.,  Preisident  of  tiie  State* 
Pennsylvania. 


Qohi  Sahusl  Hunter  to  Pbss.  Mooke^  1782^ 

Sunbury,  February  28th,  1782. 

Dear  Sir,.  '  •       j* 

As. the  Spriiiff  is  now  Approaching  and  the  deep  snow  going  off 
the.  Ground,  which  intimidates  the  people  that  stayed  on  one 
Frbntfers  this  Winter,  as  all  that  detained  them  there  was  on 
aoopent  of  their  Cattle  to  bring  them  throagh  the  Winter,  as  our. 
County  Court  is  now  sitting,  I  have  the  Opportunity  of  conversipg 
with  a  number  of  the  Inhabitants,  which  Realy  jieclarea  l^  xsi^  V'^^V 
they  intend  to  move  of  from  the  FfontletB  Q(>t  kl  VeuX  Va  y^>^>^^^ 
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hmiljB  all  out  of  tbe  way  of  .daoger^)  as  they  Ezpeot  the  Oniel 
Hostill  Virits  from  their  nimiei^ifull  Enimys  Early  in  th^  spring 
that  they  have  Ezperienoed  thia  three  years  past^  and  indeed  to  bS 
candid  1  nerer  see  oar  Oonnty  worse  prepared  to  stand.  Oar  nnmbeis 
is  few  and  will  be  less  the  first  stroke  we  get,  as  onr  Frontiers  ia 
beeopie  Very  Extensive  and  no  Troops  bdt  Oaptain  Robinson's 
Gkimpany  (which  I  snppose  has  Received  orders  from  Goancil  to  be 
^ere  soon,)  and  when  this  Company  comes  here  they  are  no  way 
adiqnit  to  give  oar  Frontiers  the  assistance  Requisite  to  enooarage 
them  to  stay  with  any  safety  on  t^<'ir  places,  it  has  been  in  Contem- 
plation for  Robinson's  Company  to  bee  all  Ordered  to  Fort  Munoy 
•fid  Repair  that  Gktrrison,  in  my  Hamble  O^pinion  it  wonld  be  the 
only  way  to  have  the  most  service  ^one  by  the  Gompanv,  for  there 
they  could  be  kept  properly  to  their  duty  and  be  anaer  pubbordma- 
tion  that  they  would  Render  service  to  the  County,  there  is  one 
thing  I  would  Reocommend  to  Council  to  appoint  some  one  of  oar 
Majors  that  has  Retired  under  half  pay  to  superintend  the  five 
Oompanys  of  Rangers  that  is  now  Raiseing  for  tbe  Defentse  of  thia 
State  as  such  an  Officer  might  Visit  the  diferent  Companys  and 
deliver  them  the  Orders  he  would  Receive  from  Council  at  their 
stationed  places,  it  would  strike  the  men  with  more  awe  to  see  their 
Officers  Receive  Orders  from  some  higher  in  Rank  Imediatly  on  the 
spot,  there  is  Major  James  Parr  x  would  Recommend  for  thia 
Service  if  its  Agreeable  to  Council.  Tbe  seven  months  men  ia 
uneasy  about  their  pay  and  1  could  wish  with  'all  my  heart  there 
Was  a  Poasabillity  of  paying  them  off,  as  it  would  Encourage  men  to 
Engage  in  the  same  service  again  if  Required,  and  as  there  is  now 
taxes  Collecting  in  this  County,  the  Commissioners  might  deliver 
what  money  thev  Receive  to  the  Paymaster,  William  Gray,  if 
Council  would  order  it  so,  it  might  be  a  means  of  Satbfying  the 
seven  months  men. 

If  Council  is  determined  to  order  Captain  Robinson's  Company  to 
Fort  Muncey  it  would  at  least  Require  one  Hundred  men  to  keep 
proper  out  scouts  and  Repair  tbe  Garrison — as  for  news  I  Refer  yoa 
to  tbe  Bearer  CoP  Cook,  and  I  am  D^  S""  with'  Esteem  your  most 
Obed*  and  Very  Hamble  Serv., 

SAM'  HUNTER,  L«  N.  0. 

N.  B.  Captain  Robinson  seems  a  little  uneasy  that  he  was  not 
intrusted  with  the  money  that  was  sent  up  to  my  care  to  Recrute  his 
Company,  I  told  him  I  must  do  my  duty  and  he  was  Particularly 
acquainted  with  tbe  Orders  I  Rec*  from  his  Excellency  y*  Governor 
bat  if  he  would  Receive  Orders  to  get  the  money  it  was  at  hia 
Service,  I  am  sorry  the  Bounty  for  the  line  and  Rangeing  Oompanya 
should  differ  80  much. 
Directed,  S.  H. 

Honorable  James  Potter,  Esqr.,  Vice  President  of  Uie  Supreme 
XxwttiwB  Gonncil,  Philadelphia, 
rar'i  fcy  Coll.  Wm.  Cook. 
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BoBBRT  MOBR10  TO  Fbbs.  MOOBI,  1782. 

Office  of  Knuicey  let  Maxtb;  1788.' 
Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  Honor  to  enclofe  to  your  Excelleney  the  Copy 
of  ft  Letter  which  I  received  Testerdfty  from  the  Oenerftl.  Capt 
Yaa  Hee^  will  undertake  to  recroit  his  Corps,  at  the  Rate  of  twjelTe 
Pounds  ^  man,  and  I  am  informed  that  Uie  State  giTO  fifteeAi'  I 
am^  also  informed  that  Capt  Yan  Heer  will  be  Me  to  fol  wAm 
which  other  Recruiting  Officers  (Mmnot,  owing  to  Oireinntanssi  of 
Personal  acquaintance  and  Influence.  The  GknL  oonnders  the. 
Completion  of  this  Corps  as  «o  knpertant,  that  I  have  consented, 
notwithstandiug  the  narrowness  of  my  Funds,  to  incur  the  heavy 
Expeifioe.of  Cloathing,  Hoiaes,  Aoeontremeiils,  Ae.  I  take  the 
LiDerty  to  propose  to  Council  that  I  furnish  money  to  Capt  Yan 
Heer  ibt  reemiling  his  Corps,  and  that  the  State  repay  me  at  the 
Bate  of  tweWe  Pounds  for  CTcry  such  Recruit,  the  Recruit  to  ho 
eredked  on  the  quota  of  State  IVoops.  If  this  htwerer  shmild  be 
iaeoBfenieiit,  I  shall  be  content  to  pay  the  Beunlies  on  the  Pari  oiT 
tho  United  States,  prorided  the  men  be  notendited  to  any  partieukr 
Sials^  but  oonndered  as  a  ooniaoeDial  Corps. 

I  have  the  honoi^  to  bci  Sir,  your  Ob*  Ser*, 

ROB*  MORRIS.*;' 
Directed, 

Has  EioeOeney)  The  Pkesident  of  the  State. 


QJSS.  WASmNQTON   TO  BOBEBT   Mo&Ris,  1782. 

Philada.,  28th  Febrdary,  1782. 
Sir, 

I  do  myielf  the  Honor  to  enclose  Capt  Van  Heers  Estimates  of 
the  Sums,  in  his  Opinion  sufficient  to  recruit,,  mount,  and  accoutre 
his  Corpa. .  Agreeable  to  your  desire  I  applied  the  beginniw  of 
this  month  to  the  Presijient  and  Council  for  an  adrance  of  a  Sum 
of  money  for  recruiting  ufion  this  Principle  that  as  the  men  wonld 
be  raised  in  the  State  and  considered  as  a  part  of  its  Quota,' it 
appeared  to  me  but  reasonable  that  the  State  should  furnish  money 
for  the  PanHMSk 

I  reoeiTed  jor  answer,  that  Colo.  Humpton  was  recruiting  Men 
for  tho  State  at  large,  and  that  I  might  at  any  time  if  I  thoo^ 
proper  draft  the  number  of  Men  requisite  to  fill  Capt  Yan  Heeiii 
Corps  from  the  Line.  This  wonld  in  fact  be  doing  nothing,  it 
would  only  encrease  one  Corps  at  the  Ezpenoe  of  another. 

•  See  CoL  Bee.,  ?oL  Zm.,  p.  8ll.*.i&ao>.  4&A  ^  ^Ci&dk 
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The  duty  of  Gapt.  Van  Heers  Corps  is  so  essential  that  I  wish  to 
see  it  reealibliqhed  by  the  opening  of  the.  Campaign  ud  I  for  that 
reason  reqaest  that  saoh  assistanoe  may  be  given  to  him  as  yon  oan 
afford  «n.d:  «A  Mrly  M  poesiWe. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  great  Respect  and  Esteeni    . 
'*'  Sir,  yov  moat  Qbt^jwt** 

•  Copy. 

-   HoaU.  Mr.  MonrLi. 


J:;:    Pbes.  Moonn  to  Hon.  R.  B.  LivnirasTOV,  178& 

In  Coaneil,  Haroh  S,  17M. 
8Ir, 

lI  an  honored  with  yont  favor  of  18th  FeW  kqt,  loclosidg  Beso- 
Intieiis  of  Congienof  Nor.  28, 1781,  Jan.  25,  k  Feb.  11^  1782-* 
lOtewiae  a  Letter  maik'd  Oirenkr,  not  beaiinff  f^ny  date,  all  whieh 
I  shall  lay  before  the  Oenoal  Assembly  of  iUaStefta  now  Sitdof, 
who  I  meki  aa  doubt  will  pAj  a  proper  Attentipn  to  the  Seyeral 
Important  Gonoema  therein  mentionea. 

Indonedf 

1782,  March  2nd,  To  HonUe  ]t(r.  lavingptoo,  Mmater  of  Fora'gQ 
aflUrs. 


Rbsolutio]7S  of  Ass^Mi^i^T.— Boundary  Line,  1782. 

.    State  of  Pennsylvania,  In  General  Assembly. 

Saturday,  Ma)rch  2tid,  1782~A.  M. 
'    The  Committee  appointed  (February  28  th,)  to  confer  with  the 
Sonorable  the  Sapremo  EzecuUve  Connoll  respecting  the  Boundary 
Utte  between  this  State  and  Virginia, 

Beported, 

That  Council  and  your  Committee  are  unanimous-  in  Opinion*-* 
from  the  great  ezpenees  necessarily  attending  the  oompleating  the 
line  between  this  State  and  Vireinia,  it  would  be  most  prudent  to 
defer  it  for  the  present  And  that  a  temporary  Line  daring  the 
tiontinoance  of  the  present  War,  or  till  times  are  more  settled  on 

•  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  Xni.,  p.  211. 
t  Sec  C«L  «M-»  yol.  XUW  P- 2ULQ. 
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^e  FroDtiora,  may  be  made  and  agreed  on  at  a  small  expenoej^which 
wilL  answer  every  purpose  expected, — and  to  effect  wnioh  Uoanoil 
will  take  the  necessary  measures.     Which  having  been  read 
On  Motion, 
Iiesolved|.That  the  Hoose  doth  agree  to  the  above  Bcport.* 
Eztraet  from  the  Hinatea, 

PETER  Z.  LLOYD, 

Clerk  of  the  General  Assembly. 
DirecUd, 
For  the  Honorable;  the  Supreme  Ezecntive  Coi^icil. 


Joseph  Hart  to  Prbs.  MoorBi  1782. 

March  y  8',  1782.:' 
Hon*  Sir, 

I  beg  yonr  Excellencies  and  Connoirfl  attention  to  the  fbllowing 
Robberies  k  Attempts  of  Robberies  in  onr  County ;  (Yh, :  abeoi 
5  or  6  Weeks  agoe,  four  Armed  Men^  about  9  o'Clook  in:  the 
Evening,  all  on  Horse-baok,  eame  to  the  Honse  of  one  SnodgrasSf 
Collector  of  ii^ines  and  Taxes  in  the  Township  of  New-Brittain ;  (th4 
Man  and  his  Wife  having  taken  a  Ride  out  in  their  filay  and  not  yei 
oome  home,  and  no  Man  about  House)  they  demanded  the  Monof 
with  Threats,  of  his  Daughter,  a  young  Girl  scarce  grown  up,  an4 
obliged  her  to  get  the  Keys,  and,  after  much  search,  got  0  SpaniiAi 
Dollars  and  a  small  Sum  of  State  Money  only ;  and  that,  ot  most  ef 
it,  private  property,  he  having  taken  the  Pnblick  Money  with  hitii 
rather  than  risque  it  at  Home  in  his  Absence.  The  Villains  seemed 
extremely  Chagrined  at  their  Disappointment,  but  resolved,  however, 
to  have  his  2  young  Mares;  but  had  the  Mortification  to  be  told 
that  he  had  them  in  his  Slay  along  with  hind.  This  account  I  have 
at  2"'  Hand,  but  I  believe  I  am  pretty  right  And  on  Saturday 
Night  was  2  Weeks,  about  the  same  Hour  in  the  Evening,  the 
House  of  John  Keito,  Collector  of  Fines  &  Tixes  (likewise)  in  the 
Township  of  Upper- Wakefield,  by  the  same  Number  of  Armed  Men } 
but  they  brought  no  Horses  to  the  Hoose,  tho'  it  is  believed  they  had 
them  at  a  Distance.  One  Man  only  entered  the  House  (the  rest  stand* 
ing  Sentries  at  the  Door).  Ho  had  no  body  %o  oppose  him  but  a  young 
woman  Keith's  Sister,f  Step-3Iother  and  a  Boy,  Keith  being  from 
Home  also :  But  previous  to  his  going,  had  so  Secured  the  Money  as  to 
elude  the  Search  and  prevent  the  Loss  of  a  Penny.  Tho  Villain 
who  entered  the  House,  after  the  usual  Questions  whether  the  Man 
was  at  Home  or  not^  and  if  he  was  not  a  Collector, — Demanded  the 
Money.  The  young  Woman  (who  it  seems  was  a  little  smart)  was 
for  settling  Preliminaries,  and  w'  know  if  ho  wanted  any  tiling  cM 

♦  See  Col.  Rec.,  V<fl.  XTIL,  pp.  192,  209. 
f  See  Deposition,  page  601. 
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1ml  ibe  Money,  and  be  said  he  did  not ;  well,  tben,  said  ilte,  jrM 
flhall  taJce  nothing  else,  and  watched  him  with  a  Candle  in  her  Hand 
dnring  the  whole  Searoh,  which,  however,  proTed  abcv^te ;  and  thej 
all  went  of.  Threatening  that  they  would  have  the  Money  and  Maa 
at  a  fatnre  Day.  And  last  Thursday  night,  psst  7  o^Glook  in  the 
Evening,  2  Men  came  to  the  House  of  Oap^  Ralph  Williamson,  Cd- 
leetor  of  Fines  for  the  Township  of  Wrightstown ;  (he  also  being 

Sst  gone  from  Home,  and  none  but  a  Wife  and  Children  in  the 
ouse)  one  of  them  slipped  in,  and  the  other  sat  upon  his  Horse  al 
the  Door.  The  Robber  in  the  House,  after  the  usual  enquiry,  pio- 
eeeded  to  Search  for  Money,  and  found  the  hard,  amounting  to  £22, 
10,  but  did  not  find  the  State ;  and  after  taking  a  Bottle  out  of  one 
of  their  Saddle-Bags  and  urging  the  Woman  to  Drink,  went  of, 
aaying  they  did  not  want  to  hurt  her  nor  the  Children,  but  if  her 
HuaMiid  had  been  at  Home  they  had  something  to  say  [to]  him. 
The  Woman  Immediately  called  home  her  Husband,  who  was  only 
gone  over  to  a  Neighour's  Houae ;  but  too  late ;  the  Robbers  were 
gone.  The  next  Morning  their  Tracks  were  taken  and  followed  for 
•everal  Miles,  notwithstanding  they  had  made  many  turnings,  wind- 
]BgB|  and  sometimes  seperated  to  elude  the  pursuit;  But  ail  to  no 
vorpose.  One  Man  was  afterwards  taken  up  upon  a  slight  Snspisoion, 
Ml  I  have  not  heard  the  Consequenoe.  And  The  same  Nighl  (Uie 
Honr  not  known)  one  of  the  next  Neighbours  to  the  CoUeetor  of  the 
Townahip  of  Warminster,  thinking  he  heard  something  about  his 
House,  jumped  up  in  his  Shirt  and  slipped  out^  when  he  saw  three 
Men  standing  at  a  small  Distance.  Two  kept  their  standing,  bnt 
the  8'  advanced  a  few  Paces,  and  asked  if  that  was  the  Way  to  Dil^ 
worth's.  Instead  of  answering  the  Question,  he  asked  his  Name, 
and  what  thev  did  there  at  that  time  of  Night ;  to  which  no  Answer 
beine  made,  he  (like  a  Man  of  Spirit)  called  for  hb  Gun,  iriiioh  wa4| 
handed  to  him  Immediately.  The  Villains  then  took  to  their  Heels, 
and  his  Oun  missing  Fire  twice,  and  he  being  Naked  and  not  in  a 
Condition  to  pursue  far,  they  all  got  of;  but,  in  aU  likelihood,  this 
broke  their  Plan  and  saved  the  publick  Money  then  in  the  Collector's 
Hands.  But  while  such  atrocious  Villains  remain  amongst  us,  no 
Man  who  can  be  supposed  to  have  Money,  is  safe ;  for  my  own  pari, 
I  do  not  think  I  am,  as  they  can  collect  too  great  a  Force  for  anj 
eommon  Man  to  withstand. 
I  am,  Hon.  Sir, 

Tour  Excellencies  and  the  Council's  ' 

Most  Obd^  humble  Servant, 

JOSEPH  HART* 

Direckdf 

His  Excellency  W"  Moore,  Eaq*^  President  and  Govemour  of  the 
Bute  a/ Pennsylvania. 
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Fees.  Moobe  to  SpsAK,9a  o?  Assbmblt,  1782.     • 

In  CooaoO;  M^^  y  i,  17  82. 

Sir, 

Herewith  yon  will  Beoeive  two  Letters  from  the  Hon^^*  the  Min- 
ister of  Foreign  Affairs,  the  one  dated  Feb.  18|  1782,  inclosing 
sundry  Resolutions  of  Nov.  23, 1781,  Jan.  25,  Feb.  11  &  18, 1782 
•^the  other  marked  Oiroidar,  without  any  d4rf»;  Yoa'll  pl^&ase  to 
>j  the  above  before  the  Hon'ble  House  of  Bepresentatives,  who,  I 
make  no  doubt,  will  pay  a  proper  Attention  to  Uie  Many  Important 
■Co^oerns  therein  mentioned. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  Bespeei.'^ 


Gen'l  WASHINaXOK  TO  Pu8.  Moo&i^  1782. 

Philadelphia,  March  5th,  1782. 
Sir, 

The  operatbns  of  next  Campaign  being  contingent;  depending  in 
a  gMt  degree  upon  measures  which  are  not  within  my  controul, 
and  very  much  upon  the  plans  of  the  Enemy  &  their  efforts  to 
carry  them  into  execution,  it  is  impossible  for  meat  this  time  to  say 
whether  any,  or  how  many  Militia,  the  States  in  this  part  of  the 
Continent  may  be  called  upon  to  furnish,  for  the  pur|K>ses  of  the 
ensuing  Campaign,  but  as  I  persuade  myself  it  is  the  wish  of  every 
one  of  them  to  see  a  vigorous  offensive  plan  prosecuted,  with  a  view 
of  terminating  the  War  honorably  &  speedily ;  it  becomes  my  duty 
to  inform  that. the  ContinenUl  Force  (admittfag  the  Battalions 
ehould  be  compleated)  aided  by  any  Auxiliary  Troops  that  I  havo 
any  expectations  of,  is  totally  inadequate  to  the  first  &  great  Object 
wiueh  presents  Itself  to  our  view,  and  therefore  it  may  be  essential 
to  my  future  plans,  that  the  Executive  Powers  should  be  ^if  .they 
are  not  so  already)  vested  with  Suffioiebt  aath<Arity .  to  caU  forth 
properly  equipped  such  a  Body  of  Militia  as  the  exigencies  of  Service 
may  reqair^— the  demand  will  not  be  made  but  in  case  of  neees- 
aiiy,  and  will  be  postponed  as  long  as  possible ;  the  oonseqneneo 
:  Aherefere  of  the  want  of  such  Powers  or  of  the  delay  oeoassion'd  by 
isaHing  as  Assembly,  on  sneh  an  emergency  might  prove  fieital  to 
our  operations^  and  injurious  to  our  Cause. 

I  need  not  add  how  much  it  is  my  wish  &  deare,  and  how  muoh 
the  publiek  interait  will  be  promoted  by  it^  that  the  Continental  Begi* 
neats  should  be  compleated — every  man  of  which  these  are  defioieni^ 
will  add  to  the  Draught  of  •Militia,  and  doubly  to  the  public  expenees 
•— while  these  Troops  will  not  be  so  competent  to  the  purposes  for 
which  they  are  wanted,  to  say  nottong  of  the  di8advaais%^^\^0si  K^\« 

*8^<kl  Beco  VoL  XUL,  p.  ^\^ 
22* 
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enlturo  &  Jf anufaoturea  will  sustain  by  hayiog  the  Labouren  & 
AriisBDB  called  off  from  their  employments. 

I  would  beg  leaTe  to  suggest  that  the  longer  term  Militia  can  be 
drawn  out  for,  the  more  beneficial,  &  less  expensive  will  their  servi- 
ces  be ;  and  that,  in  case  of  a  Siege,  they  ought  to  b^  engaged 
*  during  the  continuance  of  it,  or  untill  relieyed  by  an  equal  number, 
that  the  operating  strength  may  not  be  diminished  at  a  critml 
moment,  when  their  services  may  be  most  wanted. 

In  the  course  of  last  year,  when  an  operation  against  New  York 
was  in  contemplation  I  took  the  liberty  of  applying  to  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania  for  a  Oorps  of  Riflemen,  then  believing,  and  after- 
wards (at  the  Seige  of  York)  proving  the  vast  utility  of  them — ^I  am 
indueea  thus  early  to  renew  my  application  on  that  head,  that  in 
ease  the  State  should  be  called  upon  for  Militia,  at  least  three- 
hundred|  properly  Officered,  may  be  of  the  Class  of  Riflemen. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

With  great  respect 

your  Excellency's 

most  Obd'  Servant, 

G-  WASHINQTON* 
Jiuforasi, 
.    Read  in  Ckmnoil  March  11, 1782. 

Directed^ 
To  his  Exoellency  President  Moore. 


GoimCIIi  TO  AS8BMBL7,  1782. 

In  Oouncil, 

Philadelphia,  March  7j  1782. 
Sir, 

The  Council  having  observed,  in  the  Public  papers,  intelligence 
importing,  that  the  State  oi  Gennectieut  had  patned  a  kw  for  the 
purpose  of  raising  a  regiment  for  the  defence  of  the  wentem/roniien 
of  that  state,  and  knowing  of  no  western  frontiers  of  Connecliout 
which  should  seem  to  stand  in  need  of  special  defence,  the  Council 
conceive  the.  regiment  mentioned  may  too  probably,  hereafter  be 
stationed  at  Wiominj;  and  under  pretence  of  defending  their  weitem 
yrontier,  may  be  designed  to  strengthen  thai  post  against  the  just 
Claim  of  thisf  state.  The  Council  think  it  their  duty  to  oall  the 
Attention  of  the  General  Assembly  to  this  fieiot;  and  the  roeasurts 
which  may  be  adviseable  and  expedient  to  obtain  information 
vespeoting  the  real  intention  ef  the  said  law  and  the  precautions 

*  See  Col.  Keo.,  Vol.  XUL,  p.  221. 
See  C<A.  Ree.,  VoV  X»L,  r  a^f^ 
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to  be  taken  on  the  pert  of  the  itaie,  the  wiedom  oC  the 
Home  will  no  doubt  readily  snggeety  and  the  importanoe  of  the 
■nbject  will  indoce  a  due  attention  to  it. 

Directed^ 
Speaker  of  the  OenL  Assembly. 


'   Ctoti.  Michael  HxTFFNAaLB  to  Pbss.  Moobb,  1782. 

Hannas  Town,  March  8th,  1782. 
Hon'Sir, 

Indoeed  are  the  Proceedings  of  an  Election  held  for  a  Magistrate 
Ordered  by  Joseph  M.  Sarraagh,  Esquire,  for  the  Township  of  Hun- 
tington it  appears  that  Captain  Nehemiah  Stokely  is  the  first  on  the 
List 

I  would  just  mention  to  your  Ezeellenoyi  that  he  ierf'd  with 
reputation  in  the  Continental  Service  for  three  years,  that  upon  the 
arrangement  of  the  army  he  was  left  out  as  one  of  the  Supemumary 
officers  after  which  he  commanded  a  Rangin  Company  Ordered  by 
the  Hon'ble  Sopream  Executive  Council,  at  the  time  Oeneral  Mc 
Intosh  Commanded  thb  Distriot,  and  lives  with  Reputation  amongst 
his  Neighbours,  both  the  gentlemen  from  Westmoreland  &  Wash- 
ington Counties  are  well  acquainted  with  his  Character. 

I  am  sorry  to  inform  you,  that  I  am  apprehensive,  we  shall  have 
but  few  Militia  on  the  Frontiers  this  Season,  for  want  of  arms.  Col* 
Lochry'"  on  his  unfortunate  expedition  down  the  River  took  the  best 
ft  most  public  arms  along  with  him,  ft  a  number  taken  by  the 
Savages  on  the  Frontiers  will  render  it  impossible  to  arm  them  utilesa 
•peedily  supplied  by  your  Excelleney  and  Opuneil.  The  Savages 
last  Sunday  three  Weeks  took  into  Captivity  two  FiimilfiM  upon 
Raccoon  ft  Short  Creeks  below  Pittsburgh.  I  am  afraid  the  first 
good  weather  we  may  expect  a  stroke  upon  some  of  our  Fhrntiers 
nere. 

Coll.  Proctor  one  of  our  Members  of  Assembly  has  reported  to 
the  People  here,  that  I  had  received  from  the  Hon'ble  Oouneil  five 
hundred  pounds  Specie,  for  the  supplying  of  the  Militia.  To  convince 
the  People  of  his  mistake,  I  shall  he  obliged  to  you  (if  not  to 
much  Trouble)  to  send  me  a  Certificate,  as  Council  well  knows,  that 
I  only  got  'a  draught  upon  the  Treasurer  of  this  County,  for  one 
hundred  pounds  which  I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  is  not  paid  (or  the 
irant  of  a  Tax^being  laid. 

I  must  likewise  inform  your  Excellency  if  an  Expedition  should 
be  Ordered  into  the  Indian  Country,  I  am  afraid  it  will  be  impossibre 
to  got  the  same  Carried  early  into  Execution,  as  a  number  of  French 
Tridersj  are  now  buying  up  meet  of  the  Wheat  on  this  aidA  ^^ 

*  Bm  Cpl  Reo.,  YeL  UI.,  ^  4M. 
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MoiaCain8  to  export  to  New  OrleaBs,  tnd  perhafM  nay  be  a  menu 
of  sapciying  the  Eaeioj,  by  their  being  tdcen  on  the  Bifer  whieh 
18  easily  done.  If  an  Expedition  should  be  ordered  out,  I  earn 
assure  you,  without  there  is  an  imbargoe  laid  for  some  Mopths,  tha 
same  will  be  stop't  until]  flower  can  be  procuied  from  the  other  aide 
of  the  Mountains. 

Coll.  Gibson  has  ordered  out  Sixty  of  the  Militia  to  be  stationed 
upon  our  Frontiers  for  one  Month. 

I  hope  your  Exeellenoy  will  exouse  the  Liberty  I  hate  taken  to 
trouble  you  with  this  Letter. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

your  Excellency's  most 

obt.  Humble  Senrt.^ 

MICH.  HUFFNAQLE. 

Directed, 
His  Sxeelleney/ William  Mooroi  Esqr. 

Indorsed, 
1782j^  April  Srd,  ree'd.    From  Michael  Huffnagle_Esqr. 


BoBT.  Morris  to  Prbs.  Moorb,  1782. 

(Circular.) 

Office  of  Finance,  Oth  March,  1782. 
Sir, 

On  the  twentieth  and  twenty  seventh  of  last  month  the  United 
States  in  Congress  passed  Aots  for  settling  and  finally  adjusting  all 
the  pnblio  accounts  up  to  the  first  day  of  the  present  year.  These 
important  Acts  would  immediately  have  been  transmitted,  but  I 
wait  the  Event  of  some  additional  Propositions  upon  that  Subjeot 
which  are  now  under  the  Deliberation  of  Congress  and  then  I  shall 
have  the  Honor  of  laying  before  you  the  whole  of  this  very  important 
Business  so  that  it  may  be  maturely  considered  in  a  genend  and 
comprehensive  point  of  View. 

At  present  I  shall  confine  myself  to  congratulating  your  Excellency 
which  I  do  with  the  most  unfeigned  Pleasure  on  the  Prospect  which 
b^ns  to  open  of  adjusting  these  intricate  and  almost  obedete 
Transactions,  of  relieving  the  various  public  Creditors  and  conse- 
noently  of  rescuing  and  restoring  the  public  Credit.  Let  me  add 
Sir,  that  I  consider  these  things  as  essential  to  the  Consolidation  of 
our  fioderal  Union,  to  the  Promotion  of  general  Harmony  and  generous 
Qonfidence  throughout  the  United  States,  and  to  the  Establishment 
of  oar  gloriom  Independence  on  the  Solid  Base  of  Justice.  I  am  to 
requcBt  Sir,  that  your  pubUo  aoeaunU  Vm  ig^Vi  Va  %  St&tA  of  Prepara- 
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tioa  M  thafc  the  Panao  appointed  for  that  Parpoie  may  be  aUe 
speedily  to  inveatigate  themy  aa  maoh  Tiise  and  eonfequeoUy  maeh 
EzpcDoe  will  be  thereby  spared. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  very  great  Bespeet 

SiTj  year  Ezoelleooy'a 

most  obedient  &  humble  Servant, 
SOBT.  MOBRIS. 
Directed, 

Hia  Ezeelleney,  The  President  of  Pensylvama. 
Ifuhned, 
Bead  in  Council  jyfaroh  12, 1782.    Ana*  T.  M.;  Sec^ 


Pbss.  Moobb  to  Robt.  Mobris,  1782. 

in  CounciT|  PhOad.^  March  II,  1782. 
Sir; 

Your  letter  of  the  9th  instant*  has  been  read  in  Conndl  and 
afforded  very  great  pleasure. 

I  am  authorised  to  assure  you,  that  the  Council  will  order  our 
accounts  with  the  United  States  to  be  immediately  prepared,  and  hope 
they  will  be  so  stated  as  to  occasion  the  least  ezpence  of  time  ft 
trouble  to  the  person  appointed  to  inv^tigate  them  that  a  transaction 
of  this  kind  will  admit  of. 

I  am  with  great  regard 

Bir,  your  moat  obedient  servant^ 

W.  M.,  PMt. 
Robert  Morris,  Esqr.,  Superintendent  of  Finance. 


Pabs.  Moorb  to  Spbakbr  of  Assbmblt,  1782. 

In  Council, 

Philada.,  March  11, 1782. 
fiir, 

A.letter  from  His  Excellency  Oenl.  Washington,  dated  the  &th 
Instant,t  was  this  day  read  in  Council.  The  importance  of  tJlie 
subject  requires  that  it  should  bo  laid  before  the  General  Assembly, 
who  alone  can  give  authority  to  continue  the  militia  of  the  state  in 
service  longer  than  the  time  now  limited  by  law,  even  in  the  case 
of  a  siege. 

You  will  judge,  sir,  of  the  propriety  of  suggesting  to  the  oonaide- 
xation  of  the  house  the  ordering  the  OaUeiry. I^^Vmi  v^»is«i  vsi^x^^ 

•Seept^612,  ^8«ai^MBbM^« 


614  FKNNSTLYAinA  ABOHiyilS  178S. 

doors  Bhai  before  the  Genl's  letter  be  read,  whioh  eeemfl  the  more  to 
deserve  their  oonsideration  ss  it  oontsiiis  intimations  of  the  intended 
operations  of  the  Federal  Army. 

I  am,  &a, 

W.  M.,Prest. 
Directed^ 
Hn'ble  Fred.  A.  Mahlenburgi  Esq.,  Speaker  of  .Oenl.  Assembly. 


Col.  Abraham  Smith  to  Pass*  Moobe,  1782. 

Camberland  Coanty,  March  15th,  1782. 
Sir, 

I  have  this  day  Beoeived  an  order  of  Council  Directing  me  to 
call  one  Company  of  Militia  for  the  Defence  of  BedfSord  County. 
I  would  bog  liberty  to  represent  to  your  Excellency  and  Council 
the  Difficulties  we  labour  under  in  sending  Militia  to  the  frontiers ; 
we  have  not  any  ammunition  in  this  County  belonging  to  the  Pab- 
liok,  nor  do  I  think  men  could  be  found  in  Prpvisionsy  as  there  is 
no  Commissarys  Stores  where  it  would  be  any  way  Convenient  lor 
.that  purpose ;  neither  are  we  in  a  situation  to  purchase  at  this  time, 

e^ere  we  even  sure  to  get  it  allowed  in  our  accounts,)  as  little  can 
done  without  hard  money,  and  we  have 'none  of  that,  nor  are  we 
able  to  get  much  of  it  Collected,  as  it  is  an  arUde  very  Scarce  in  this 
County ;  the  most  part  of  the  people  lyable  to  pa^  fines  are  very 
poor,  and  when  they  go  to  Bedford  County  I  know  of  no  way  fixed  to 
set  Provisions.  The  Battalion  from  this  County  that  served  there 
last  fall  were  frequently  likely  to  suffer,  and  the  Lieutenant  of  that 
County  was  under  the  necessity  of  Discharging  them  two  or  three 
weeks  before  their  times  were  up  because  they  Could  noi  be  Pro- 
vided for.  I  assure  your  Excellency  that  such  is  our  Situation  at 
this  time.  Some  ammunition  is  absolutely  necessary,  as  our  men 
will  never  march  without  it  I  had  grate  Difficulty  to  procure  a 
very  small  allowance  for  them  the  last  time  they  marched.  I  very 
sensibly  feel  for  the  Distresses  of  the  frontiers,  yet  I  can  never  be  of 
the  oppinion  that  a  few  men  sent  to  them  mountains  is  of  much 
sek^ice. 

I  waite  your  Excellency's  further  orders  and  Direction,  and 
nothing  shall  be  wanting  on  my  part  that  is  in  my  power  to  Carry 
them  into  execution. 

I  am  your  Exellency'a  most 

obedient  and  very  Hum'e  Serv't, 
AB'M  SMITH. 
Direcied, 

"  His  Excellency  William  Moore,  Esqr.,  President  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Conndl.  ] 
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Gssr.  Wm.  laviNB  to  P&es.  Moobb,  1782« 

Carlifile,  March  17|  1782. 
Sir 

I  findy  notwithstandiDg  the  preeaaiioDS  taken  by  tbe  Hon'ble  the 
Coonoil,  &  the  vigileDoe  of  the  fieoniitiDg  officers  to  preveDt  British 
Deserters  and  Prisoners  entering  into  our  servicoi  that  several  have 
perjured  themselves,  and  are  actually  in  service — some  of  whom  are 
DOW  in  confinement  at  this  place  for  that  crime.     It  is  difficult  to 
determine  what  punishment  should  be  inflioted|  or  what  steps  would 
be  most  likely  to  deter  those  fellows  from  such  conduct    As  the 
Crime  does  not  properly  come  under  Military  Law,  I  b^  leave  to 
suggest  a  mode  to  your  Excellency,  which,  in  my  opinioui  is  the 
most  likelpr  to  put  an  entire  stop  to  such  pernicious  practices.     If 
Council  will  think  proper  to  order  all  such  put  in  Jail,  &  direct  the 
State  Attomev  to  prosecute  them  for  pcijury,  &  the  law  rigorously 
executed  as  the  crime  may  deserve-rl   think  a  few  examples  of 
Croping,  Pilory,  &oa.,  wiu  a  publication  of  the  reason  for  siioli 
punishment  over  the  State,  will  have  a  good  effect    However  as 
this  is  only  opinion,  ft  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  give  CouneU 
information  on  the  subject,  I  submit  the  matter  to  your  Excellency. 
Gavin  Miller,  a  British  Prisoner  of  Wan  is  under  this  predicament 
— was  Enlisted  by  Lieutenant  Jones  of  the  2d  Regiment    I  have 
ordered  him  into  dose  confinement  in  Carlisle  Jail  till  your  Excel- 
lency's pleasure  respecting  him  ahall  be  made  known  to  the  Com- 
manding Officer  at  this  Post 
I  proceed  immediately  on  my  way  to  Fort  Pitt 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  great  respect  Sir, 

xour  Excellency's  most 

obedient  Humble  servant, 
DtrecUd,  WM.  IKVINE. 

His  Excellenoy  Willm.  Moore  Esqr.,  President  of  Penna. 


Wm.  Bradford,  Jr.,  Attt.  Gbkl.,  to  Committee  oe 
Assembly,  1782. 

March  18, 1782. 
Gentlemen, 

I  am  informed  the  fee  bill  presented  to  the  General  Assembly  has 
been  referred  to  your  consideration,  and  I  beg  leave  to  state  to  you 
a  few  observations  upon  it  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  fees  of  the  Attor- 
ney General. 

These  I  believe  even  at  their  first  institution  were  conaderably 
lower  than  those  allowed  to  Attomies  General  in  other  governments. 
It  appeared  by  the  votes  of  the  Ibrmer  Asaembliei  of  Pennsylvania, 
that  Ibey  were  eonsidered  as  inadequate;  and  the  salaries  allov^ 
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the  King's  attorney  were  not  granted  in  consideration  of  any  ser- 
vices to  be  done  by  bim  to  tbe  province,  bat  merely  to  compensate 
for  tbe  deficiency  of  his  fees.  The  duties  of  his  office  did  not  extend 
beyond  pablie  prosecutions,  and  in  any  other  business  he  was  re- 
tained in  his  professional  &  not  in  his  official  character. 

If  then,  these  fees  were  considered  as  inadequate  at  that  early 
period  when  money  was  scarce  &  snbsistance  cheap,  it  is  needless  to 
say,  that  the -change  of  circumstances  must  point  out  the  propriety 
of  their  being  now  increased. 

These  observations  are  principally  made  in  behalf  of  those  Gentle- 
men who  prosecute  the  picas  of  the  state  in  those  Counties  where  I 
oannot  attend.  The  public  business  of  my  office  (which  has  exten- 
ded its  circle  hr  beyond  criminal  prosecutions,)  presses  so  much 
upon  me  as  to  confine  me  in  a  great  measure  to  the  city^  and  it  is 
seldom  I  can  visit  the  Counties  except  with  the  Judges  on  the 
Circuit.  I  am  therefore  under  the  necessity  of  deputing  others  to 
prosecute  for  me  in  the  Quarter  sessions,  and  I  wish  to  have  it  in 
my  power  to  engage  Gentlemen  to  discharge  this  duty,  whose 
abilities  &  integrity  will  do  justice  to  the  state  and  give  satisfaction 
to  the  Counties  where  they  prosecute.  This  will  easily  be  done  if 
the  fees  are  rendered  proportionable  to  the  trouble,  and  in  any  degree 
compensatory  for  their  exclusion  from  the  benefits  arising  rrom 
being  concerned  for  the  Defendants  in  indictments.  At  present  the 
Gentlemen  who  officiate  for  me,  in  some  measure,  consider  their 
services  as  a  personal  favour,  and  I  cannot  but  consider  myself  as 
under  obligations  to  any  Gentlemen  of  merit  who  will  accept  the  ap- 
pointment. 

I  would  therefore  beg  leave  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  putting  the 
fees  of  this  office  upon  the  same  footing  with  those  of  the  attorn ios 
in  civil  actions,  at  least  with  what  those  fees  formerly  were.  Perhaps 
it  would  be  right  to  distinguish  between  cases  of  Trial  and  those 
cases  where  the  defendant  submits  or  pleads  guilty.  In  the  latter 
case  the  present  fees  might  be  continued,  in  the  former  encreased. 
The  trouble  which  attends  a  lengthy  trial  (especially  in  the  Court 
of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  or  even  the  County  court)  would  be  slightly 
rewarded  even  by  the  proposed  fees.  And  I  would  beg  leave  to 
add,  that  from  the  poverty  of  the  Defendants  many  of  the  fees  are 
unavoidably  lost.  For  my  own  part  I  am  under  the  necessity  of 
remitting  many  that  are  due  to  me,  &  I  presume  the  case  is  the 
same  with  the  gentlemen  who  prosecute  in  the  Counties.  Humanity 
forbids  that  a  prisoner  who  is  unable  to  pay  his  fees  should  for  that 
reason  alone  be  confined  in  Gaol. 

These  few  observations  I  submit  to  the  Committee,  b  hope  that 
they  will  be  sufficient  to  show  the  propriety  of  this  applioation  and 
to  mdttoe  them  to  report  favorably  on  the  sabject 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Oentleaeni  your  most  obod.  ft  veiy  ham.  aerrt 
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Rbtitrn  09  NoN-Ck>Mins8ioKro  Ofpiobrs,  fco.,  ^EOtYHrO 
IN  THB  Southern  Ajimt,  1782. 

Return  of  the  Non-Gommisrio&ed  Officers  and  Privates  of  tbe 
State  of  Pefmsylyania,  now  aetually  Serving  in  the  Southern  Army ; 
specifying  the  Number  whose  Ume  of  inlistment  will  expire  on  or 
before  the  first  day  of  March,  1782,  and  between  the  first  of  March 
and  the  last  of  November,  in  the.  same  year. 


Total  number  in  service. 

South  Carolina, 
Camp  at  Pon^Pon, 
31  JaDuary,  1782. 

i 

CO 

a 
1 

3 

& 

1 

1 
I 

s 

8 

s 

8 

2  [78 

40 

IU20 

N.  B.    A  part  of  Col.  Cnug's  Battallion  are  only  inlisted  to  the 
first  of  January,  1788.    The  troops  serving  in  the  first  Reg*  of 
Cavalry,  Col.  Moylan's  Regiment,  and  the  Artillery  Companies 
detaehed  under  General  Wayne,  to  Georgia,  are  not  included. 
A  true  Copy  of  Cd.  William's  return. 


Indoned^ 
March  19;  1782. 


EDW.  HAND,  A.  GL 


Joseph  Reed  to  Pees.  Moore,  1782. 

Sir, 

Upon  my  return  last  Evening  from  Gloucester  Court  I  received 
your  Ezoell'  Order  on  the  Trcasuier.  The  Council'  may  depend  on 
my  best  Services  to  the  State  on  the  Occasion.  There  Are  aottie 
Papers  among  those  of  the  council  particularly  a  Lease  t6  Col.  Pat* 
ion— a  Portion  or  Letter  from  Will'm  Allen  1^.,  deceased,  a  minute 
of  jOonncil  made  thereon,  also  an  Affidavit  by  Mr.  (%ew.  It 
wQI  be  necessary  for  the  secretaiT  to  eolleot  these  together.  I 
apprdiend  I  am  so  well  acquatnted  with  alt  other  Ohreum* 
tiftnoes  that  we  shall  not  have  Occasion  to  trouble  the  Coun-^ 
«1  fiurther.  It  may  perhaps  be  necessary  for  Jemmy  Tremble 
to  attend  the  Tryal  to  prove  the  usage  of  Couiicil  of  eaUin^fidt 
Affidavits  by  Petitioners  ia  suppoctdt  thdc  CVaimA  ii\ksbl  ^v| 
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mean  to  have  a  Sale  postponed  &  that  when  Mr.  Allen  was  called 
npoa^  for  Buch  aii  Affidayit  he  deeltned  it  or  at  leaat  ne?er  preaei^tied 
one. 

I  am  with  much  Regard 

&  Eeapeot  your  EzcelU 

Obed.  HbUe.  Serr't 

JOS.  REED. 
Market  Street,  March  20, 1782. 
Directed^ 
To  his  Bzoeir  J  The  Prend«  of  the  State. 


PiiES,  07  Congress  to  Pres.  Moom,  1782. 

(Circular.) 
Sir, 

I  have  the  Honor  to  enclose  your  Excellency  a  Proclamation  of 
Congress  dated  the  19th  instant,  and  am,  with  great  respect, 
your  obedient 

&  very  humble  Serv't 

JOHN  HANSON, 

Presid't. 

Philadelphia,  20th  Mftrcb,  1782. 
Directed, 
To  His  Excellency  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Gov.  Bbnj.  Harrison,  op  Virga.,  to  Pres.  Moore,  1782. 

Virg»,  In  Council, 

March  22d,  1782, 
Sir, 

The  Executive  of  this  State  agree  to  your  proposal  of  ronmiBg  % 
temporary  Line  between  this  State  and  your's*  to  serve  as  » 
boundary  till  the  States  shall  be  in  more  tranquility  and  bettaf 
oiroumstanoes  to  encounter  the  expence  that  will  attend  the  final 
•Qttlemei^t  of  it^  and  have  no  Doubt  but  the  assembly  at  its  meetioft 
in  Maj:  will  oonoor  with  them  in  the  measure.  A  commissioner  sh^ 
bftapgo^it^  to  li^et  joors  mtthe  time  fibud  on  with  eipIiQJt  PTMni 
taprooeeid:  on  t|ia  buaiDeas,  it  not  bainc  the  praokioe  of  the:^xeeiiUm 
of  thill  State  to.aat.wM^^  Duplioitjr  on  anf  oooasion.  Whv  Mr- 
Ufdwn.  414  not  pvpoec^  ii|.  tha  bosineas  |  I  do  not  .oerlainlj  knoWf 
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tbo*  I  have  hetrd  he  waa  prevented  by  soma  of  Ae  iahaUteflfta  of 
that  oountrj.    The  Oommi^Biooer  will  be  directed  to  begin  4he 
jLiiae  at  the  eztremetj  of  the  Line  betwixt  jour  State  and  that  of 
Itarjlaod  to  whioh  I  auppoee  jou  can  have  no  objeotiona. 
I  have  the  hooor  to  be 

with  great  regard 

your  moat  obedient  and 

moat  hamble  S^rvant^ 

BENJ.  HARBISON. 
jPirecUd, 
,  On  public  8<Krviee, 

To  his  EzcelleDcy  William  Moore.  Preeideat  of  FenneylTaiiia  at 
Philadelphia. 


iNStBUCTIONS  TO  PKNlTA. '  COMMISSIONER,  1782, 

Ton  are  'hereby  Directed  to  be  on  the  10th  of  Jane,  at  the  ex- 
tremity of  Mason's  &  Dixon's  Line  where  you'll  meet  the  Com- 
missioncrs  from  Virginia,  ft  then  eontinne  the  said  Line  23  Miles 
Wetty  then  mn  a  Meridian  Line  till  it  Strikes  the  Ohio,  shon'd  the 
Commissioner  from  Virginia  not  Attend  at  the  time  ft  place,  or 
refuse  to  perform  with  you  tho  mnbing  of  y*  above  LineS;  you'll 
proceed  ^ourself^'*' 


Prss.  Moore  to  Hon.  James  Searle,  1782. 

In  Council. 

PJ^kd^  March  27, 1782. 
Sir, 

Your  letters,  dated  Paris,  12i»'  Dec,  1781,  ft  Jan'y  6th,  1782, 
have  been  received,  read  in  Council,  ft  communicated  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Gei^nd  Assembly. 

Captains  Truxton  ft  Angus  are  arrived,  ft  as  we  have  no  aooount 
of  any  arms  brought  by  them  on  account  of  the  State,  I  suppo&Q  tbey 
have  not  been  forwaided.  If  they  should  not  be  actually  shipped 
before  this  reaches  you,  the  Council  ft  Committe  of  General  Assem* 
Uy  are  of  opinion  it  will  not  be  proper  to  ship  them,  and  vou  will 
please  to  govern  yourself  aooordinglj.f  All  thoughts  of  obtaining 
Buppliea  from  abroad,  on  the  Ci^^Lt  of  the  State,  are  at  preaeni 
wholly  laid  aside,  which  renders  it  unnecesaary  for  you  to  continue 
your  attention  to  that  object. 

Tb^  Cibnril  have  no  doubt  of  your  faithful  exertions  to  effect  the 
business  ab^bibh  you  went  to  Europe,  acknowledge  your  Zeal  in 
the  public  service,  and  the  spirit  of  patriotism  which  they  are  senrn*- 

•*  There  t8*Bto  date -or  IndoTBemetot  to  this, 
t  See  CoL  Reo.,  VoL  XUL,  p.  24^.  -^ 
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Ue  has  aoiuated  yon  on  all  oceamoiiBy  and  they  lament  the  loflMS  and 
niefortonea  which  have  borne  so  hard  npon  yon.  Be  asBored,  A, 
that  your  name  will  be  respected  for  the  dbintereated  part  whidi  yoa 
have  acted,  and  the  Council  will  be  happy  to  render  yon  thrir 
acknowledgements  in  a  way  the  most  agreeable  to  you. 

There  does  not  appear  to  be  a  necessity  for  your  making  a  voyage 
to  this  StatCi  as  your  accounts  cannot  need  any  explanations  but 
such  as  may  be  readily  transmitted  here.  And  as  to  the  time  which 
you  propose  as  the  date  of  your  declining  your  pnblick  oharaoteri 
there  cannot  bci  on  the  part  of  the  state,  any  objections  to  it 

We  sincerely  wish  you  success  in  your  mercantile  pUn ;  and  hope 
you  will  meet  with  that  encouragement  &  support  in  it,  which  your 
mbiiities  and  intemty  entitle  you  to. 

And  as  to  the  loss  which  you  have  sustained  by  the  death  of  yoof 
amiable  wife,  the  Council  sincerely  sympathize  with  *you  therein; 
but  it  is  one  of  those  cases  in  which  the  great  Governor  of  the  Uni- 
verse  in  entitled  to  exercise  hit  wvereign  will,  and  it  is  at  once  our 
duty  and  greatest  consolation^  as  you  justly  express  it,  to  bow  the 
head  in  OMdience  to  him. 

I  am,  with  sincere  &  affectionate  esteem^  sir. 

Your  most  obedient^  humble  serv*. 


Samuel  Caldwell  and  Dr.  Shiell  to  Fees.  Moobi« 

1782. 

Philad%  27th  March,  1782. 
Honourable  Sir» 

We  herewith  return  your  Excellency  the  Draught  of  Hog  Islandi 
which  you  were  so  good  as  to  Indulge  us  with  in  Order  to  consider 
of  the  division  propped. 

We  have  it  now  under  consideration,  and  shall,  in  a  day  or  two, 

wait  upon  your  Excellency  &  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  for 

the  Purpose  of  obtaining  a  Deed.    In  the  Interim,  we  have  to  request 

.  that  the  Deed  for  the  Remaining  part  of  the  Island  may  not  be 

S anted  till  ours  is  first  obtained|  as  our  part  was  first  purchased,  k 
e  Terms,  on  our  part,  fully  complied  with ;  and  we  apprehend  our 
Title  should  first  be  Secured;  otherwise,  we  ma(y  be  involved  in 
disputes  that  we  wish  to  avoid,  &  which  we  are  Confident  your  Excel- 
lency ft  the  Council  will  discourage. 

Your  Excellency's  mo.  Obt.  Serv^, 

SAM.  CALDWELL^ 
H.  N.  SHIELiU 

His  Excellency  William  Moore,  Esq%  Preeident  of  the  State  of 
Pemii^yivaDia. 


PXNNSYLYANU  ASOHIYBS  1782.  681 


SsTuker  of  PEHHSTLYAifiA  Troops  *  at  Fort  Pitt,  1782. 

1  Lieut  GoIoneL 

2  Captains.       ' 
2  Licatenants. 
1  Ensign. 

1  Adjutant  ) 

1  Quarter  Master.   J  [ 

1  Serjeant  Major. 
1  Quarter  Master  Serjeant 
9  Serjeants. 
8  Drums  and  Fifes. 
104  Bank  and  file. 

Indanedj— April  1, 1782. 


Resolution  ow  (Jongrbsi^  1782. 

In  Oongress;  April  Isi,  1782. 

BasoWedi 

That  Lieut  Cokmel  Carrington*  be  informed  that  the  Seventh 
Article  of  the  Confederation  having  reserved  to  the  States  the  right 
of  appointing  all  officers  of  and  under  the  Rank  of  Golonela  for  the 
Forces  respectively  raised  by  them,  and  of  filling  up  all  vacancies  of 
such  offioersy  Congress  cannot  appoint  him  to  the.  vacancy  in  the 
Command  of  the  4th  Regiment  of  Artillery  raised  by  the  State  of 
Pennqrlv$nia. 


Petition  of  Owen  Jones,  Jr.,  1782. 

To  the  honcmtble  the  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 

The  fjubeoriber  requests  permission  to  go  to  Eliiabeth  Town  in 
the  State  of  New  Jersey. 

OWEN  JONES,  jR-t 

Deborah  -MrroHSiXy 
Anna  Parish. 

Philada.,  AprU  2d,  1782. 

*'  Bee  wm^MH. 

i  8te  C^RmT,  Vol  2111/ p.  i240;  gianWd,  V\&  ^«nidk»&(m  \a  t^^^ 
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PliTITION  07  Wm.  BaOWK  F&OM     CUMBSBI«AJI9    €0^  IISH 

To  the  Honorable  the  Sapreine  Ezecati?e  Gonnoil  of  the  state  oi 
PeDnsjlyaDiB. 

The  memorial  of  William  Brown  oF  Ardmagh  Township,  in  the 
County  of  Cumberland,  on  Behalf  of  himself  and  the  Inhabitants  ol 
said  Township,  respeotfuljj  showeth  :— 

That  the  said  Township  of  Ardmagh  is,  at  this  Hme,  the  nearest 
Frontier  to  the  Indians  iof  that  Quarter,  and  is  quite  exposed  to  the 
Incursions  of  the  Savages,  no  Troops  whatever  being  stationed 
among  them.  That  the  Season  of  the  Year  is  now  nearly  come 
when  Indian  Hostilities  may  be  expected ;  your  memorialist  there- 
fore humbly  prays  that  some  support  may  be  sent  out  to  that 
defenceless  frontier.  Your  memorialist  scarce  expects  that  any  of 
the  State  Troops  can  be  spared  from  their  present  Stations  fef  t^is 

Surpose,  but  begs  leave  to  o£fer  his  opinion  that  a  Company  of 
[ilitia  ordered  up  to  that  Quarter  would  at  this  Time  answer  very 
valuable  purposes  to  that  Frontier,  in  restoring  some  degree  of  Con- 
fidence to  the  Inhabitants^  as  giving  them  aa  earnest  of  the  attention 
that  will  be  paid  to  them.  Your  memorialist  would  farther  beg 
leav?e  to.  observe  that  a  Quantity  of  ammunition  lodged  at  some  pro> 
per  place,  to  supply  the  Inhabitants  in  case  of  any  emergency.  i% 
in  his  Opinion,  a  measure  absolutely  necessary.  All  which  Con- 
riderations  aore  humbly  submitted  to  the  Ho'n'bl!^  Clotincil. 

WM.  BROWN  *  ' 
Indoned,—Afn\  5th,  1782.  From  Wm.  Brown  of  Cumberl'd  Wj. 


fitoN,  John  Van  Campen  to  Pbes.  Moorb,  1782. 

Lower  Smithfield,  the  6  Aprile^  1782. 
Honored  Sir, 

I  am  happy  to  inform  your  Excellencie,  that  I  have  found  my 
family  well,  but  the  Back  inhabitants  all  alarmed  and  flying  towai^ 
the  Biver  Delaware,  into  forts.  B^  tne  many  Signs  Discovered  in 
the  woods,  Supposing  to  be  Indians^  this  morning,  it  seems  to  be  the 
Case  that  it  is  the  £tiemy,  as  they  haVe  taken  Nicholas  Shrively 
prisoner,  near  Smith's  fort,  as  he  was  fothering  his  Cattle.     Capt. 

gioemaker,  in  lees  than  one  hour,  pursued  with  twenty  prime  m^. 
y  brother  this  moment  Came  Down  ;  Left  Shoemaker  about  two 
miles  in  the  woodsi  on  the  track  very  plain  to  be  followed  in  the 
burnt  Woods.     I  am  in  hopes  of  Success ;  but  I  fear  when  in  the 
mountains  the  Capt.  and  his  men  will  Loose  the  Track.    ... 
I  am^  Sir,  with  very  Great  Esteem, 

your  Excellencies  and  the  Council's 

most  Obedient,  Humblo  Serv.^ 

JOHN  VAN  CAMPEN. 
P.  &— The  party  of  Indians  Discovered— Six  in  Namt|^. 
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L.  Wbis8  to  Cha.  Thomsok,  Seo't  of  Congrbss,  1782. 

Sir, 

I  received  this  afternoon  a  Letter  of  the  Reverend — ^Nathaniel 
Bishop  of  the  United  Chnrcbea  of  the  Brethren,  residing  at  Bethle- 
hem dated  the  5*^  ini^tant.  He  informs  me  that  the  same  day  a 
melancholy  report  was  brought  to  him  by  one  M'  Loimbach  relative 
to  a  murder  committed  by  white  Men  upon  a  Number  of  Christian 
Indians  at  a  place  called  Muskingum.  He  continues  in  his  Lotted 
that  the  same  M'  Leimbach  is  to  proceed  the  next  day  to  Philad* 
in  order  to  give  Congress  information  how  he  came  to  the  knowledgQ 
of  that  Event,  so  that  Congress,  unless  it  had  already  a  better  account 
of  the  affair  than  he  can  give,  might  upon  his  Keport,  take  some 
measures  with  respect  as  well  of  the  Mischief  already  done  as  more 
which  mieht  be  done,  and  thus  prevent  the  total  exterpation  of  a 
Congregation  of  Indians  converted  to  the  Faith  of  Jesus  Christ  and 
tha  Judgments  of  Almighty  God  against  our  dear  Country  which 
stands  much  in  need  of  his  divine  Protection.  The  Bishop  desires 
me  to  give  attention  to  M'  Leimbaohs  Beport  (I  have  done  it)  and 
to  direot  him  where  he  should  make  hif  addresses.  I  make  bold 
9ir  to  address  him  to  you  and  to  begg  Uie  Favour  that  you  intro- 
duce him  if  possible  this  nighty  with  the  Delegates  of  the  S^te  of 
Virginia,  from  whence  it  is  said  the  mischief  originated,  and  to  mor- 
row morning  with  Congress. 

Your  jQumanity,  Sir,  gives  me  Confidence  to  use  the  Freedom  to 
trouble  you  this  day,  the  day  set  apari,  for  the  Service  of  Men  to 
theijr  Gk)d  about  a  Cause  which  is  most  properly  his  own.  The 
Tragic  scenes  of  erecting  two  Butcher  Houses  or  oheds  and  killing 
in  oold  bbod  95  browne  or  tawny  sheep  of  Jesus  Christ  on^  by  one 
in  oertainly  taken  notice  of  by  the  Shepherd  their  Creator  and 
Bedeemer. 

I  am  wiUi  particular  respect.  Sir, 

Your  most  obed.  humble  Servant, 

L.  WBISS. 

Sunday,  7  April  1782. 
Dirteted, 

To  Charles  Thomson,  Esquire,  Secretary  of  Congress. 

1^  M'  Frederick  Leimbachs. 


Ohablis  Thomson^  Seg'y  of  Gokq&sss,  to  Fre^.  Moobx, 

1782. 

Sir,  ^  \ 

The  enclosed  intelligence  was  communicated  to  Congress  on 
Monday  last. ,  iB'or  your  fairthef  information  respecting  the  chan.ii^ 
of  latep^geace  I  beg  leave  to  send  you  a  iatioi  1  iQim.i^  ^iv^^ds^^") 
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from  M'  L.  Weiss.    It  is  the  desire  of  Congress  that  your  ezoel 
lenoy  tod  the  hon^  Goancil  woald  be  pleas^  to  oause  tnqniiy  ii 
be  made  into  this  matter. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 
With  great  respect, 
your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  &  most  humble  serrti 

OHA.  THOMSON. 

April  9, 1782. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency  William  Moore^  Esq';  President  of  the  SftAta  o( 
Pennsyltania. 


Bblation  07  Fbebbbick  Lineback,  &o.y  1782. 

Relation  of  what  Frederick  Lineback  was  told  by  two  of  his  Neigb 
bottrsy  living  near  Delaware  River  above  Baston,  who  were  jni 
returned  from  the  Monanngahela : 

That  some  time  in  February  one  hundred  &  sixty  Men  living 
upon  Monaungahela  set  off  on  Horse  back  to  the  Muskingumy  in 
order  to  destroy  Three  Indian  Settlements  of  which  they  seemed  Ic 
be  sure  of  being  the  Touns  of  some  Enemy  Indians. 

After  coming  nigh  to  one  of  the  Touns,  they  discovered  some  In* 
dians  on  both  sides  of  the  River  Muskingum.  They  then  conoludfl 
to  divide  themselves  in  Two  parties,  the  one  to  cross  the  River,  and 
the  other  to  attack  those  Indians  on  this  side — ^When  that  party  got 
over  the  River,  thev  saw  onis  of  the  Indians  coming  up  towards 
them.  They  laid  themselves  flat  on  the  ground,  waiting  till  the 
Indian  was  nigh  enough,  then  one  of  them  shot  the  Indian  and 
broke  ^his  arm ;  then  three  of  the  Militia  ran  towards  him  with 
Tomhawks  \  when  they  were  yet  a  little  distance  from  him,  he  ask'd 
them.  Why  they  fired  at  him,  he  was  Minister  Sheboschs  TJohn 
Bulls)  Son,  but  they  took  no  notice  of  what  he  said  but  killea  him 
on  the  Spot.  They  then  surrounded  the  ficldy^end  took  all  the  other 
Indians  Prisoners.  The  Indians  told  them  that  they  were  Christians 
and  made  no  resistance,  when  the  Militia  gave  them  to  understand 
that  they  must  brins  them  as  Prisoners  to  Fort  Pitt,  they  seemed 
to  be  very  glad.  They  were  ordered  to  prepare  themselves  for  the 
Journey  and  to  take  all  their  Effects  along  with  them.  Accordingly 
they  did  so.  They  were  asked  how  it  came  they  had  no  Cattle  f 
They  answered  that  the  email  Stock  that  was  left  them  had  been 
sent  to  Sandusky. 

In  the  Evening  the  Militia  held  a  Council,  when  the  Commander 
of  the  Militia  told  his  men  that  he  would  leave  it  to  their  choice, 
either  to  carrV  the  Indians  as  Prisoners  to  Fort  Pitt,  or  to  kill 
tliem;  when  they  amed  that  they  should  be  killed.  Of  this  Reee- 
istfoo  cit  the  Cimneu  they  gav«  notiee  to  the  Indians  by  two  Me 
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gersy  who  told  themi  that,  m  they  had  said,  they  were  Christians^ 
thar  wooU  give  them  Ume  this  night,  to  piepa^  thenwelyea  a^rd- 
iDgly.  Hereapon  the  Women  met  together  and  snng  Hymns  & 
PsaLqis  all  Night,  and  so  did  likewise  the  Men,  and  kept  on  singing 
as  long  as  there  were  three  alhre. 

In  the  morning  the  Militia  ehoie.Two  honsesy  which  they  called 
the  Slaughter  Houses,  and  then  fiptch'd  the  Indians  two  or  three  at 
a  time  with  Hopes  ahoat  their  Neoks  and  dragged  them  into  the 
Slaughter  honses  where  they  kno<^ed  them  down;  then  they  set 
these  Two  houses  on  Fire,  as  likewise  all  the  other  houses.  This 
done,  thej  went  to  the  other  Towns  and  set  fire  to  tiie  Houses,  took 
their  plunder  and  returned  to  the  Monaungahela,  where  they  kepi  a 
Yendue  among  themselves. 

;  Befoffe  these  Informants  oame  awVi  it  was  agreed,  that  600  men 
should  meet  on  the  18*^  of  March,  to  go  to  Sandusky  which.is  abo^t 
.  100  Miles  from  the  Muskingum. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  M'  John  Etwine  dated  Litiz  81*^  Iteeh. 

1782,       , 

''It  IS  reported  from  Lancaster  tkaf  J160  Militia  men,  from  the 
'  Ohio  have  destroyed  Two  Delaware  Indian  Towns,  have  kilFd  96 
'  Indians.  There  were  600  Men  ready  to  make  another  tour  further 
« up  thd  Country.'" 

Esli^  of  a  Letter  from  M'  Qeorge  Niser  dated  York  Town  April 

4^1782. 
I  haye  seen  a  Letter  wrote  by  a  Woman  at  Pittsbur^dat^  i&e 
2I'*- March  which  contains  these  particulars.     ''The  Militia  have 
kiird  90  of  the  Moravian  Indians  Yiz.  83  Men  and  66  Women  and 
Children.'' 

in  another  Letter  from  the  same  of  the  5*^  April. 

The  Moravian  Indian  Congregation  at  Sandusky  is  butchered,  as 

it  b  reported  by  the  Scotch.    They  came  and  told  them,  they  innt 

.  prap^re  directly  for  Death.    Hie  Indians  requested  tef  an  hours 

lima  for  this  Purpose,  which  was  granted.    They  went  to  their 

Meeting  house  to  join  in  Prayers  to  ^  Lord.    AAer  the  hour  bad 

passed^  t^ey  fell  upon  them  and  butcher'd  all  of  them  in  ^Id  Blood, 

.  m  At  fniuUng  iU>i4ie  and  then  set  fire  to  the  House. 

Council  to  Brig.  Gbn.  Wm.  Ibvinb,  1782. 

In  Coundl. 

PUlad-,  AprillSth,  1782. 
Sin 

Tb^'Oouifcil  lave  received  information,  thro'  various  channels, 
that  a  party  of  Militia  hare  killed  a  number  of  Indians,  i£t  xn  near 
Muskinsham,  and  that  a  certain  Mr.  Bull  was  killed  ai.  the^  same 
time.  The  Council  being  desirous  of  receiving  full  infataaiicM  on 
a  sribrjeot  of  eneh  importance,  reqnest  yon  will  obtain  ,and  tiansmiiiA 
them  the  fapu  relaUve  thereto  mnttentieated  in  \iaa  i^wiwwi»^^B»^^«^' 
Vol.  IX.— 28  '  > 
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Attt.  Obkbbal  and  others  to  Pbss.  Moobs,  1782. 

Philada.,  April  16, 1782. 
Sir, 

The  Coanoii  employed  in  Behalf  of  the  State  on  the  Conneetieal 
Claim  haying  conferred  together,  are  of  Opinion  &  take  the  Libertj 
to  recommend  to  jonr  Excell^  &  the  Hon.  Gonnoil  the  ApTOiDtmenl 
of  some  Person  as  a  Sollicitor  or  Agent,  to  eolleet  the  Eyidenee] 
search  the  Records,  k  do  yarions  other  Things  essential  to  the 
Management  of  the  s^  Dispute  which  the  Ooancil  will  not  hate 
Time  A  Opp'  to  do.^  A  digestion  of  the  Eyidence  where  there  are 
diyerse  Gentlemen  employed  will  also  be  of  mnch  Use,  ft  in  a  Gauss 
of  such  Importanoe  we  would  not  omit  any  Thing  oondneiya  to  its 
Snocess. 

The  Compliance  of  tlie  Hon.  Board  with  this  Bequest  will  also 
.6hlige 

your  Excell^  &  the  Counoirs 

Obcd.  Hbbl.  Scry*, 

JAMES  WILSON, 
W-  BRADFORD,  Jnn.. 
,.     .  JOS.  REED, 

JONA  D.  SERGEANT,! 
JDiuctedf 
His  Ezoelloncy,  The  President  of  the  State. 


BoABD  OF  Wab  to  Pbes.  Moobe,  1782. 

War  office,  April  16th,  1782. 
Sir 

I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  your  Ezoellenoy's  consideration  the  in- 
closed Tetter'from  Mr.  Ledlie,  as  also  a  letter  from  the  war  office  to 
him.  If  you  are  of  opinion  that  the  Lieutenant  of  the  county  is 
necessarily  exact  in  requiring  a  mittimus  for  all  prisoners,  I  will  direct 
Mr.  Ledlie  to  submit  to  it.  If  you  should  think  the  measure  un- 
necessary I  will  thank  you  for  a  Kne  to  the  Lieutenant  of  the  county 
on  the  subject. 

1  have  the  honor  to  bo 

•  with  perfect  esteem, 

your  Exoellenc/s  obed*  servant, 

B.  LINCOLN. 
Direetedj 
His  Bxeellenoy,  President  Mooza. 
Waroffiee. 

^  Henry  Osboume  ira»  appointed ;  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XTtl.,  p.  260. 
t  «ViOsL  BM.»  VoL  XUL,  pp.  ISa,  128, 186,  216,  266. 
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AKDBIW  lOBIflE  to  BoABD  W  WAKy  1782.   , 

Sir, 

From  the  TnstractioiiB  I  reoeiyed  from  yoa  as  Assistant  Secretary 
at  War,  I  collected  some  of  the  Prisoners  agreeable  to  yoar  Ordefs 
of  the  11th  March  alt.,  and  am  really  aoiry  that  I  have  so  much 
Beason  to  mention  I  have  met  with  ao  mnoh  Oppoaition  from  the 
Lleatenant  of  this  County,  Robert  LeTOTs,  Baqnire.  He  will  not 
#gree  that  any  of  those  PriiMmera  should  be  confined  but  by  a  Mitti- 
nras  from  some  Jostioe  of  the  Peaee;  contrary  to  the  express  Words 
of  your  Orders  to  me ;  that  no  prisoners  of  War  are  in  future  to  be 
at  large ;'  of  which  I  made  him  acquainted  and  shewn  him— 40  that 
the  Intentions  of  the  Hon'ble  the  Board  of  War  are  not  so  fullT 
and  efieotoally  performed  and  executed  as  I  oould  wish,  and  which 
I  fully  intended  on  my  Part  to  have  done,  and  yet  atUl  wish  to  da 
Not  only  has  he  injured  me  in  my  Office  as  Deputy  Commissary  of 
Prisoners,  but  even  my  private  Character.  I  therefore,  Sir,  bc^ 
that  should  any  Matter  be  laid  before  you  and  the  Honorable  the 
Bond  of  War  touching  my  Conduct  or  Character,  that  yon  will  he 
pleased  to  acquaint  me  therewith }  and  with  any  other  InatmotionB 
relative  to  the  Prisoners,  as  soon  as  poaaible  or  convenient. 

Notwithstanding  the  Opposition,  I  ahall  exert  myself,  ft  use 
means  to  procure  as  many  Prisoners  as  I  can,  and  send  thech 
properly  seeured  to  Beading  uithont  Delay  and  with  all  convenient 
need— permit  me  to  assure  you  that  I  am 

Bir,  yours  &  the  Hon^ble  Board  of  War's 

most  obedient  &  bble  Servant, 

AND^  LEDLIE,  D'  OommiBS^  P". 

Easton,  April  9tb,  1782. 

Directed^ 

i Public  service.) 
lon'ble  Board  of  War. 


BoABD  07  War  to  And'w  Lidub,  1782. 

(Copy.) 

War  officcf,  March  11th,  1782. 
Sir, 

Yoa  win  be  pleased  to  collect  immediately  and  send  forward 
under  a  guard  to  Beading,  all  the  British  and  Hessian  prisoners  of 
war  which  you  can  find  in  the  county  of  Northampton.  No  Prisa- 
licra  of  War  an  in  future  to  be  at  large,  and  it  is  therefore  expected 
that  every  well  afiected  InbabiUnt  of  that  County  will  ohearfully 
assist  yon  in  the  execution  of  thia  business. 
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Col.  SAMtJEt  HuFTSB  to  V.  P.  Pwmb,  lt82. 

Banbury  Aprils  ITth  1789L 
Pear  Sir, 

.  Town  of  ihft  J6  15  Maroh  and  4th  Inat.,  I  Baeeived,  and  in  the 
loroMr  was  Olad  to  hear  that  Connoil  had  ordered  a  Gompuiy  of 
Bkilitin  for  this  Ooanty,  ai  it  would  be  a  meana  of  Eoeoorageiiig  the 
Inhabitanta  andGivdng  Oaptaui  Bobinaooa  Company  an  Opertani^ 
of  being  oftner  on  soont  then  otherwiae,  but  there  ia  none  of  dua 
Gompany  arired  here  aa  yet  nor  no  aeoount  from  them, 

Agreeable  to  your  letter  and  the  resolve  of  GounoU,  Captain  Bobin- 
lons  nead  Quarters  is  at  Fort  Munoy,  and  I  am  eertain  he  does  aU 
he  esn  in  the  Bangeing  way  for  the  Qaoi  of  the  County,  but  aa  for 
doing  mnoh  towaids  the  Bepaireing  of  the  Fort  ita  not  in  hia  Power 
at  preaent,iui  the  Enemy  has  made  their  appearanee  onoe  ikiore  on 
tmr  Firontiers.  The  7th  Inst,  they  took  off  a  Woman  and  four 
Children  from  Wyoming^  and  the  14th  Inst  a  seont  of  Captain 
BoUnsons  men  oame  on  fresh  traeta  of  Indiana  about  a  mile  above 
Lycoming,  and  followed  them  up  the  Creek  towarda  Eel  Town,  I 
hare  not  heard  from  them  sinoe. 

I  am  sorry  that  Council  was  made  beliere  that  a  Number  of  the 
Inhabitants  would  move  up  to  Munoy  as  soon  as  the  Bangeing  Coaa- 
pany  would  be  stationed  there,  and  would  Contribute  muoh  to  their 
advantage,  I  beleive  there  will  be  no  such  thii^  as  any  Ooing  to 
settle  there  thb  spring,  ao  that  what  Ever  ia  done  must  be  by  the 
Soldiers  themselves,  in  case  Mr.  Wallis  does  not  come  up  with  a 
p^ty  of  (Heasians  as  we  have  been  told  by  some  People  to  Build  a 
Fort  of  stone  and  lime)  this  I  would  like  very  well,  if  :thero  was  a 
probabillity  of  defraying  the  Expenoe  that  would  aorue  by  Erecting 
such  a  Fort,  But  iu  the  meantime  I  give  Captain  Bobinson  orders 
to  Bepair  the  old  Fort  in  the  best  manner  he  can  at  present  for  his 
own  preservation,  as  I  had  no  assurance  from  Council  of  any  such 
Fort  beiuff  Built  by  Mr.  Wallis.  Council  may  depend  there  will  be 
as  much  frugality  as  Possible  used  to  save  Expences  in  what  will  be 
done  at  the  old  Fort,  the  ammunition  is  not  arrived  yet  that  you 
made  mention  of  to  me  in  your  last  suppose  it  is  very  much  wanted 
in  the  County. 

Captain  Bobinaoii  Expects  there  will  be  some  arms  sent  up  for 
the  use  of  his  Company  |m  they  are  very  mnoh  wanted.  He  Exchanged 
twenty  muaketa  in  Beading  when  he  oaihe  of  from  thers^  and  he 
would  reauirs  twenty  mudceta  more  with  Bayoneta  and  fifteen  Blflea^ 
fM  H  would  be  muoh  better  this  Company  had  Pnbliek  arms  than 
the  way  they  are,  for  Every  now  and  then  they  are  aelling  and 
Barterint  oft  theiv  Biflea  because  they  are  their  own  Property:  I 
believe  that  aocount  from  Westmoreland  is  true  in  regard  of  destroy- 
isigan  Indian  To«n|  but  as  I  am  informed  it  was  the  Morravians 
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thtinio^  from  this  fiiTer,  if  so  thej  fell  ta  Buy  prey  tad  nol 
■meh  Honour  Gained  in  killing  Indians  thafe  wonld  make  no  reoa- 


I  am  Dear  Sir, 
with  Esteem  your  most  obed. 

and  very  Hombe.  Serrt. 

SAM.  HUNTBB,  K  N.  C. 
DireeUdj 

Honorable  James  Potter,  Bsqr.,  Yiee  President  of  the  supreme 
Bzeoati?e  Coanoil,  Philadelphia. 

Honored  by  Jno.  BayerS|  S^r. 


Pboposais  qv  Willuk  Brown  fob  Supplxxs,  1782.  / 

To  the  nresident  and  the  supreme  EzeoutiYe  Couneil  of  the  stite 
of  jpennsylvania. 

Gendemen^-^As  you  have  ordered  two  Companys  of  Militia  to 
Guard  the  frontiers  of  Cumberland  County  and  a  part  of  these  Com- 
panys Most  Ly  in  Bedford  and  the  other  in  Northumberland 
Cooatys»  I  will  find  them  in  9alions  at  the  same  Bate  they  are 
found  in  Bedford  County,  as  I  have  to  Carry  said  provisions  over 
three  Large  Mountains  on  Borse  Back  I  cannot  do  it  for  Less. 

WM.  BROWN- 
April  17th,  1782. 
To  the  Supreme  EzeoutiYe  CouneiL 


Obobob  Wall,  Jb.,  to  Col.  Josbph  Habt,1782. 

Solebury  22d  April,  1782. 
Sir, 

Inclosed  is  the  Commisrion  of  Captain  Eester  k  his  resignation, 
in  Consequence  of  which  I  have  Caused  the  Company  to  be  notified 
to  Elect  another  Captain  and  Ensign  (as  the  former  Ensign  George 
Venander  hath  mo?ed  away)  acoordingly  Bobert  Lanen  was  chosen 
Captain  and  Dereck  Wasel  Tinbrook  Enrign  as  you  will  see  by  the 
Inclosed  return.  You  will  Please  to  Procure  them  Commissions  as 
soon  as  Possible  or  Convenient  I  Pay  the  Monev  Collected  for 
Military  fines  to  your  Son  John  as  fast  as  Collected,  which  seems 
io  Come  very  him  k  dow  of  Late. 

I  make  no  Doubt  but  you  have  heard  of  the  Second  Bobery 
Committed  on  Nicholas  Hole,  the  Collector  in  Tenioum  who  was 
Pown  last  Court,  The  Sobers  took  away  the  Duplicate  and  all  his 

•  8eeCeLBeo.TdLXIIL,p.^ad« 
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Papat^  aad  thr^taed  him  if  he  made  aojStif  or  aoaroh  ifter  ttiam 
as  he  did  before,  they  would  eome  back  agMn  and  Kill  Un  and 
burn  his  house  as  tbej  said  the  Crime  was  equally  the  same ;  Ihej 
might  as  well  kill  as  not  as  they  would  be  lumged  for  Robing  &  no 
more  if  they  murdered. 

The  Collector  of  Taxes  in  Tenicum  was  robed  a  few  nigbta  ago 
in  the  same  manner  as  above,  his  name*  is  Weaver.  The  Villains 
have  beeoitie  very  bold  and  Daring  in  their  attempts.  I  am  realy 
fearfuU  of  an  attack,  and  do  not  like  to  be  from  home  at  nigbta,  I 
keep  a  Pretty  good  look  out  I  think  we  ooght  to  have  a  Seont 
and  universal  search  all  over  the  County,  and  Diaurm  all  the  Toriei^ 
they  Certainly  Conceal  the  Robers  and  sapply  them  irith  Oons. 
As  soon  as  our  Fishing  Season  is  over,  I  shall  Endeavour  to  Gome 
Down  and  settle  our  accounts  respecting  the  Militia  fines.  Abram 
Heed  £Upect8  yon  will  be  up  soon  or  send  for  them  Guns  aa  he  aaya 
they  gel  but  of  order  by  laying  still,  if  you  will  settle  Us  account  ft 
give  an  order  on  me  I  will  pay  him. 

from  your  fnend,  &  humble  servant, 

GEO.  WALL,  Junrl 
Directed^ — ^To  CoL  Josept  Hart  Esqr.  lieut  B.  County. 


Pbbs.  Moorb  to  Got.  LiviKasTON,  oi  N.  J.,  178S. 

In  Council, 

Phikd*.  April  23, 1782. 
Sir, 

By  the  public  papers  of  this  day,  we  observe,  that  Cap^  Hylan, 
of  New  Brunswick,  has  taken  a  large  ontter,  commandMl  by  one 
White,  formerly  of  this  city  ]  and  from  the  circumstances  which 
have  come  to  our  knowledge,  we  suppose  it  is  a  certain  Cap*  Robert 
White  who  stands  attainted  with  High  Treason  against  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania.  Should  the  person  taken  by  Cap*  Hylars  be  the  s^ 
Cap*  Robert  White,  the  Council  request  you  will  please  order  him  to 
be  transmitted  to  this  state,  and  delivered  to  William  Will,  Esq'j 
Sheriff  of  the  city  &  county  of  Philadelphia.  Upon  notioe  from  your 
Excellency  of  the  time  k  plaoe  of  delivery,  the  s'  sheriff  will  give 
his  attendance  to  receive  him.  Your  Excellency  will  please  to  point 
out  the  time  and  place  at  which  you  choose  to  deliver  over  Cap^ 
White,  &  orders  shall  be  given  to  ue  a*  sheriff  to  attend  to  leoeive 
him. 

Cap^  White  has  been  an  atrocious  offender,  and,  as  he  is  a  man  of 
address,  it  will  be  prudent  k  necessarv  to  guard  against  an  escape. 
Should  it  be  most  agreeable  to  your  Excellency,  an  escort  shall  be 
sent  into  your  state  and  receive  him  there. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  regard, 

Your  Exoellenoy'a  most  obedient  serv'.'^ 
Indoncd,    1782,  April  23. 

•  See  CoL  Beo..  YoL  ZIIL,  p.  270. 


PBNN8TLYANIA  ABGBiyXS  1782.  »1 

Gov.  LiviNasTOK,  of  N.  J.,  to  F&bs.  Moorb,  1782. 

Trenioo.  26  April,  1783. 
Sir, 

:  I  find  mjwelt  honoured  with  jronr  Ezodlenoy's  Letter  of  the  28' 
uutaat^  ooDtaioiDg  a  raqiieet  to  me  from  the  Coanoil  of  your  State 
'^  to  order  Oapt^  B^bert  White».lalaly  eaptored  bj.  Capt.  Haylar,  &  who 
**  has  been  an  atrocioos  offender  in  jonr  State,  to  be  tranamitted 
^<>hather  ft  delivered  to  the  Sheriff  of  the  City  ft  County  of 
''Phikdelphia.'' 

Yonr  Bxoellenoy  ft  theOonmil  will  be  pleaaed  to  beaarared,  that 
no  exertions  of  mine  ahalLever  he  wanting  to  aid  another  State  in 
teenrfng  persons  who  hjiye  committed  erimes  within  iheir  jorisdic- 
lion,  ft  are  afterwerds  found  within  ooni ;  ft  I  should  think  myself 
partieularly  happy  in  this  opportunity  of  gifing  the  dearest  demons 
■Iration  of  that  aisposition  by  directing  the  apj^rehenaion  of  White ; 
But  as  the  Laws  are  fully  competent  to  the  present  exigency,  there  is 
no  necessity  for,  (and  indeed  there  may  be  public  offiBnce  given  by,) 
the  interference  by  the  ikecutive  of  this  State  in  the  matter.  All 
that  is  requisite  is,  for  your  Chief  Justice  to  issue  his  warrant  finr 
appfehending  White,  ft  on  your  Sheriff's  calling  on  our  Chief  Justice 
with  such  warrant,  the  latter  will  indorse  it;  in  virtue  of* which 
your  Sheriff  may  apprehend  him  in  any  part  of  this  State. 

I  did,  however,  immediatoly  on  the  receipt  of  your  Excellences 
Letter,  dispatch  an  Bxpreis  to  Capt  Haylar  to  Brunswick,  where  I 
am  informed  he  is,  directing  him  not  to  send  White  to  the  Com- 
missary of  Prisoners,  (as  our  Privateers  bjr  their  Listructions  arc 
directed  to  do)  but  to  secure  him  in  the  best  manner  possible ;  ft  if 
he  should  have  been  sent  before  my  Letter  reached  him,  to  send  for  him 
back  again  ft  keep  him  in  the  securest  manner  he  can,  till  farther 
orders. — With  the  greatest  Esteem, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

your  Excellency's  most 

obedient  and  very  humble  Servant, 

WIL.  LIVINGSTON. 
DirteUd, 

Hu  Bzeellency  William  Moore,  Esq**,  President  of  the  Supreme  Ex- 
ecutive Council  of  the  GommonwMlth  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia. 


PUKGHASB  OF  SHIP  GbNERAL  MoNE,   1782. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State 
of  Piennsylvania  : 

The  Commissioners  appointed  to  procure  ft  equip  an  armament 
for  guarding  ft  defending  the  navigation  of  the  Bay  ft  Biver  Dela- 
ware, beg  leave  to  inform  the  Honble  the  GouiXQ)!  \Aa.^  %iB:fi«i^^  Na 
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the  permission  granted  them,  thev  bavo  pnrchased  the  Ship  GenL 
Moucy*  which  they  intend  to  eqnip  ft  man  with  all  poBiible  eqiedi- 
tion  to  Cmise  in  Consort  with  the  Ship  Hjder  Ally. 

We  herewith  inclose  a  Letter  from  Gaptun  Joshna  Bameji 
dated  the  Twenty-first  Instant  off  Cape  May,  Containing  a  BeocH* 
uendation  of  Mr.  Jostis  Stare,  his  first  Lientenan^  to  take  o^Mnnand 
of  one  of  the  ships,  and  as  we  hare  reason  to  belkrre  him  a  dwser 
•vinff  officer  we  beg  leave  to  recommend  him  as  a  pn^cr  Feraon  for 
BOoh  Command. 

When  Cap.  Barney  was  in  town  he  seemed  much  inolinad  tm  go 
himself  in  the  Monk,  but  as  we  are  not  quite  certain  which  of  me 
Ships  he  would  make  choice  to  Command^  We  shall  take  the  first 
opp^tonity  of  knowinff  his  Sentinients  en  that  head. 

We  have  received  a  Letter  from  the  Wardens  ef  the  Port  Dated 
Twenty  third  Instant  informinft  as  that  there  is  aSnrplaa  of  Speeioiii 
the  IVeasQiy  arising  from  &e  Tonnage  on  shipping  of  Three 
hundred  Pounds  seven  shilling  ft  ten  pence  that  Uiey  are  nol  n 
immediate  want  of  which^sum  we  pray  The  Honourable  the  Coo* 
dl  will  grant  us  an  order  for. 

We  have  the  Honor  to  inform  yon  that  we  have  Juat  n- 
eeived  a  Letter  from  Capt  Barney  Dated  Twentv  second  Instant 
acquainting  us  of  bis  havmg  Captured  a  small  Schooner  monnting 
one  six  Pound  Cannon  and  four  swivells  Carrying  Twenty  aaea 
Commanded  by  one  Boss. 

We  beg  The  Honourable  the  Council  would  be  pleased  to  inform 
nsy  what  name  they  would  chuse  the  ship  ktely  called  the  Monk^ 
should  now  be  called. 

We  are  with  all  due  respeoti 

The  Honourable  the  CounoilS| 

most  obedt  servts. 
JNO.  PATTON,    ' 
FBAN8.  GUBNEY, 
WILLM.  ALLIBONB. 
Philada.;  25th  April,  1782. 

*  The  Qen.  Monk,  was  a  BriiiBh  Ship  of  war  of  20  nlDO-pounder  Guns  and 
186  men  commanded  by  Oapt  Bodgm  of  the  Royal  naTy,  captured  by 
Cap.  (afterwards  Commodore)  Joshna  Bamevi  in  the  privateer  "  Bvdi 
Ally/'  of  16  six-pound  guns,  and  110  men.  The  Ship  Monk  had  20  killed 
and  88  wounded,  while  the  Hyder  Ally  had  but  4  killed  and  1 1  wounded. 
This  gallant  action  took  place  in  Delaware  Bay,  on  the  8th  of  April  1783, 
and  is  pronounced  *<  one  of  the  most  brilliant  achietements  cter  recorded 
in  the  annals  of  Naral  warfare."  The  Schooner  mentioned  above  wee 
taken  in  a  second  trip  down  the  Bay;  she  was  called  the  **  Hook'em  Snlvey.'* 
For  a  very  interesting  account  of  the  first  action  see  Register  of  Penniyl- 
Tenia  YoL  X.  p.  182,  her  name  is  there  said  to  haye  been  changed  to 
••  Washington"  and  commanded  by  Barney.  See  Col.  Bee,  Vol.  XIII.,  p. 
288.    See  OoL  Bee.,  Vol.  XIIL,  p.  270,  respecting  the  puTchaseaUoded  toh 
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Gov.  Bevj.  Habbibov  to  Fbe&  Moobb,  1782.; 

OonnflU  OhidDber,  April  26di|  1782. 
Sir, 

I  obflerre  by  ihaiostmetioiis  inoloMd  in  jronr  faTonr  of  the  sixtk 
inslMt  that  the  Comminiooer  apfxrinted  by  jon  to  roi  the  temporary 
Uoe  between  thu  State  e&d  yoon,  has  orders  to  be^n  where  Mafeon 
&  Bixon'i  Line  endi,  from  whioh  and  your  over  lodcing  the  pro- 
poeal  I  made  of  beginning  at  the  weetem  extremity  of  the  Mary- 
land Line,  I  oonclude  that  yon  mean  the  ex  parte  Lme  that  wia 
ran  by  the  agent  for  Mr.  Penn.  afker  he  had  finished  with  Maryland| 
if  this  is  the  caae  the  Bxecntiye  of  this  State  ean  by  no  means  agree 
to  it,  that  Line  may  be  a  jost  one,  bat  it  is  onr  Daty  to  know  thut 
it  is  so,  which  we  can  only  do  sstis&otorily,  by  m  report  from  some 
person  acting  for  this  State  and  under  the  authority  of  Qovemment. 
Governor  Jeffei^n's  Letter  on  this  snbjieot  is  by  no  means  oonclusiva 
as  to  this  point,  be  spedu  in  general  terms,  and  we  think  when 
speakiBg  m  Mason  &  Dixons  Line  he  could  only  mean  that  which 
was  ran  by  those  Gentlemen  Jointly  and  by  authority ;  be  thia  as 
it  mav,  the  basiness  is  now  taken  up  anew,  and  as  -it  may  be  some 
time  before  it  can  be  finally  adjusted»  I  wtdi  to  have  it  .dona  in  the 
most  aeonrate  manner  that  our  present  droamstanees  will  admit  of^ 
that  the  people  in  that  country  may  be  eased  of  their  fears  and  have 
some  kind  of  certainty  to  which  State  they  belong,  this  can  only  be 
done  by  the  method  proposed  by  me.  1  therefore  hope  you  will 
oome  into  it,  and  that  you  also  postpone  the  time  of  meeting  to 
the  JOth.  of  July  whnh  will  be  aa  soon  as  we  ean  be  ready  after 
taking  the  Directions  of  the  Assembly. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
with  great  respect  Sir, 

your  moat  obedient  &  moat  humble  Servant^ 

BBNJ.  HARRISON, 

On  public  Servioe. 
.    To  His  Eteellenoy  William  Moore,  Bsquire,  Fteident  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania. 

Beign.  Harrison. 


Capt.  Jomr  HueHES  to  Pbbs.  Moobb,  1782. 

Gat  fish  Camp,  Wa^fkington  G<y,  May  Ist^  1782. 
fiir 

As  Col.  Marshall  hath  Informed  ma  that  an  Bxpress  for  Phikd* 
are  to  Set  Out  to  morrow,  I  take  the  opportunity  to  let  your  &x> 
oelleney  in  CouBstt.  knoi^  thii  theka  la  w>  ¥Ma>»£.Vj  qI  1^m\^% 

28* 
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Hen  in  ibis  Conntry  upon  the  Principles  Conncil  hath  thought 
Proper  to  Order,  My  Officers  &  myself  haUt  Been  u  Indvil^oas  ts 
Giroamstances  could  possibly  admit. 

I  GonoeiTe  the  Only  Mode  Would  be  to  Class  the  County  for 
Eighteen  Months  Men — Which  wonld  be  two  Campdgns — Or  any 
other  term  that  Conncil  Should  think  Neoessaiy-^^is  the  Stntinenti 
of  Uie  Better  Kind  of  people  in  this  GounUy,  as  well  as  my  Own. 

There  is  many  Other  Reasons  that  hinders  the  Offioers  from  piOi 
oeeding  in  the  Reeruiting  Service  as  having  not  Cash — ^Eioept  luet 
aa  are  ftv  that  Servioey  and  no  provision  made  here  for  their  Sub 
sistanee,  that  Renders  them  under  these  Usadvantages. 

Please  your  Ezoellenoy  in  Council  to  Conuder  theoe  Grievaneei 
that  I  have  laid  Down,  ft  I  make  no  Doubt  But  ihej  will  U 
Bemodyed. 

I  am  with  Respect,  your  Exoelleno/s 

moat  Obedient  ft  most  Humble  ServS 

JOHN  HUGHES,  GapL 

Waahington  BaBgonk 

IHrtcitdm 

rPnblio  Service.) 


g 


'o  His  Excellency^  Williani  Moore^  President  in  Counon^  PhOa 
dehihia. 
y^  Express. 


PXTXnON  07  MSRCHANTS  09  PHILADELPHIA,  1782. 

To  his  Excellency,  the  President,  ft  the  supreme  Executivo  Gouo 
oil  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Representation  of  the  undersigned  Merchants  of  the  City  c 
PhiUdelpluai  respeotfully  sheweth : 

That  a  Seisuro  of  a  Quantity  of  Sugars  landed  out  of  two  Shallop 
from  Christiana  Bridge  the  Ist  May  instant,"*"  having  been  made  i 
eoDsequenoe  of  a  Law  of  this  State  imposing  a  Duty  on  the  Importi 
tion  of  Goods  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  Navigation  of  th 
Bay  ft  River  of  Delaware,  they  are  induced  to  believe,  some  froi 
their  own  Knowledge,  ft  others  from  the  Information  of  Gentleme 
in  whose  assertions  they  can  confide,  that  no  Fraud  was  intended  b 
any  of  the  Persons  concerned  in  importing  the  Sugars,  nor  an 
design  formed  by  them  of  non  payment  of  the  duties  required  b 
Law;  ft  that  the  seiinre  unlai|ppily  arose  from  Inadvertence  of  som 
of  the  Gentlemen  concerned  to  enter,  ft  Ignorance  of  Law  in  tl 
othen.     That  the  Circumatanoes  atteiDuiing  Uie  affair  fully  evinc 

.   «  See  C«Laeo.»Tel.Zm.,  p.  882,288. 
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thai  we  eannot  be  mistaken  in  onr  opinion,  having  been  landed  ont 
of  Shaliopa  which  are  employed  aa  Faokeli  between  Christiana 
Bridge  &  this  City,  &  nnaccostomed  to  delay,  in  the  open  day,  ft 
there  ezpoaed  in  the  most  pnUio  manner,  without  any  Conoealmt 
or  immediate  Removal. 

We  therefore  hnmbly  hope  tliat  yonr  EzeeUeney  ft  the  hononp- 
«ble  Coandl  will  mnt  a  Restoration  of  the  Property  seiied  ft 
Bemissbtt  of  the  Ftnaltieei  upon  payment  of  the  daties  and  all 
nhargea. 

Oeorge  Henry, 
Saml.  0.  Morris, 
Joseph  Blewer,  (175$^.) 
John  Wharton, 


Jn*  Bhee, 
Vratf  Onmey, 
Qeoree  Ord, 
Woodidrop  Bims, 
Sampson  Hsnrey, 
Geo.  Latimer, 
Joe.  Oarson, 
Thos.  Pryor, 
John  Campbell, 
Daniel  Smith, 
Charles  Risk, 
Thomas  Irwin, 
Bhir  MoClenachan, 
John  Mease, 
Saml.  Inglis, 
Dean  ft  Parviance, 
Thos.  FitBsimons, 
Geo.  Meade, 
Dav'  Donean, 
James  Crawford, 


Wm.  Henderson, 
John  Taylor, 
John  Maophetson, 
John  MoNaohtanOi 
Robert  Gray, 
Jos.  Cowperthwait, 
William  Graham| 
James  Oellers, 
And"  Putov,  f 
Chas.  Hamilton, 
John  Phillips, 
Wm.  TumbnII, 
John  M.  Tkylor, 
James  Ash, 
Joseph  0.  Fisher, 
Wm.  Alricks. 


Sir, 


Prbs.  Moorb  to  Lt.  Wm.  Coaxes,  1782. 

In  Gonneil,  PhiUd%  May  4tb,  1782. 


On  the  next  field  days  for  the  Goonly  of  Philad*  yon  will  pleaae 
to  attend  at  the  pisoe  of  rendeivons  of  the  respeetiTe  battalions  of 
that  Coonty,  and  review  the  Militia.    And  make  report  of  .the  oon- 
dition  in  wnioh  yon  find  them. 
I  am,  Sir, 

your  hnmb}e  servant, 

W-  MOORB, 

President. 

To  Wm.  Ooales^  Liesteont  of  Ow  Coonif  ot¥^]Si«k^« 
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Guf.  Washinqton  to  Pbbs.  Moobs,  1782. 

Head  Qnarten,  4*^  May,  1782. 
Sir, 

.  I  find  myself  arrived  at  [a]  period  at  which  I  hoped  to  have  aeen 
the  Battaliona  of  the  aeyeral  States  oompleated  to  their  Batabllab 
meuti  in  oonformity  to  the  Bequieitiona  of  Oon^naa  of  the  19** 
December  last.  From  the  Returns  I  have  been  able  to  obtain,  oi 
the  Recraits  furnished  by  the  several  States — I  am  very  sorry  to 
observe,  that  the  exertions  to  this  Time  have  almost  totidly  disap- 
pointed this  Expectation. 

All  my  accounts  from  Europe  concur  in  declaringi  that'the  British 
King  and  Ministry  are  still  aetermined  to  prosecute  the  War.  It 
becomes,  therefore,  oar  decided  Duty  to  be  prepared  to  meet  their 
hostile  IntentionflL  in  whatever  way  they  are  to  be  carried  into  Exe- 
cution ; — to  do  which,  our  utmost  Exertions  are  now  called  for. 

You  will  suffer  me,  therefore,  to  intreat,  that,  if  your  State  have 
any  Expectations  from  the  Military  Operations  of  this  Season,  not 
another  moment  may  be  lost  in  providing  for,  and  carrying  into 
most  effectual  Execution,  the  full  Completion  of  their  Battalions*- 
It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  inform  you,  that  in  this  Expectation 
all  our  calculations  most  be  formed^  and  on  this  Event  most  rest  the 
hopes  of  the  ensuing  Campaign. 

My  Intelligence  of  the  actual  aid  we  may  expect  from  our  AllieSj 
is  not  yet  so  explicit  ss  will  lead  me  to  decide  absolutely  on  the 
Mode  of  operations  for  this  Campaign — but  were  our  Expeetationa 
of  support  from  that  Quarter  ever  so  promising,  yet,  from  the  Nog- 
ligcnce  and  Languor  of  the  States,  from  whence  our  own  Exertioni 
are  to  spring,  I  am  not  at  this  Day  enabled  to  give  any  assuranoefl 
of  our  being  prepared  to  co-operate  with  our  allies  in  any  greal 
Objects  equal  to  their  Expectation  or  our  own  ability.  I  am  sorrj 
to  acquaint  your  Excellency,  that  I  have  the  best  Authority  to  assure 
you,  that  the  Court  of  Franco  is  much  dissatisfied  with  the  Want  ol 
Vigour  &  Exertion  in  the  States,  &  with  that  Disposition  which 
ajfVpears  willing  at  least,  if  not  desirous,  to  cast  all  the  Burthen  of  the 
A  nerican  War  upon  them.  Waiving  the  Injustice  &  Impolicy  ol 
'Sooh  a  Temper, (which  tome  appears  verv  conspicuous)  how  humiU* 
ating  is  the  Idea,  that  our  dependence  for  Support  should  rest  on 
others  beyond,  the*  point  whicn  absolute  Necessity  dictates — ^hoi 
discouraging  to  our  Allies  &  how  dishonorable  to  ourselves,  must  be 
our  Want  of  Vigor  &  utmost  Exertion  at  a  Time  when,  if  we  are  nol 
wanting  to  ourselves^  oar  prospeots  are  the  fairest  that  our  Wishei 
oould  extend  to. 

I  find  from  the  prooeodings  of  the  several  States,  that  their  Cal< 
oulations  of  Deficiencies,  formed  on  application  to  the  several  Towni 
who  furnished  the  Men,  are  greatly  different  from  the  Retnras  ienl 
from  the  Ajtjfkj,    I  forbear  mentioning  many  Seasons,  wUsh  naghl 
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be  iflBignedi  to  prodace  this  Difference,  and  wbieh,  in  ny  opinioni 
originate  prineipallj  within  the  States ;  and  will  eontent  myself  with 
this  one  Observation — That  should  the  States  deceive  themselves  ia 
this  Bespect,  &  ftil  to  famish  the  expected  Force  in  the  Field— > 
they  irill  not  only  oast  an  essential  Injnry  npon  the  army  but  the 
unhappy  Gonseqnenees  of  a  fiulare  in  their  Expectation  mm  mili- 
tary operations,  will  reyerberate  npon  themselves ;  whilst  Reerimi- 
natiott  can  have  no  Bffoot  towards  alleviating  oar  protracted  nus* 
fortunes  ft  Distress. 

Altho'  money  matters  are  not  within  the  Line  of  my  Dnty— yet 
as  they  are  so  intimately  connected  with  all  military  operations — 
and  being  lately  informed  by  the  Financier  in  answer  to  some  smaS 
Reqoisitions  npon  him,  that  he  has  not  yet  received  one  penny  in 
money  fWmi  any  one  State  npon  the  Requisition  of  Oongress  Ibr 
the  8,000,000  Dollars  that  on  the  contrarv  some  of  the  States  are 
devising  ways  to  draw  from  him  the  small  sums  he  has  been  able 
otherwise  to  establish,  ft  that  he  is  at  this  time  barely  able  to  feed  the 
Army  ft  that  from  hand  to  mouth.  I  cannot  forbear  to  express  my 
apprehensions  from  that  Quarter,  and  to  urge  with  the  warmth  of 
Zeal  and  Earnestness,  the  most  pointed  and  effectual  attention  of 
your  State  to  the  actual  Raising  and  collecting  their  proportion  of 
the  mentioned  Requbitions— Upon  the  present  Plan  of  non-oom- 
plianoe  with  Requisitions  for  men  ft  supplies,  let  me  seriously  ask 

iour  Excellency  bow  is  it  possible  for  us  to  continue  the  war? 
ow  is  it  possible  to  support  an  Arm v  in  money  and  Recruits  f  to 
what  a  wretched  state  must  we  soon  be  reduced  1  how  dangerous  is 
it  to  suffer  our  affairs  to  run  at  haxard  ft  to  depend  upon  oontingencieaf 
to  what  do  the  present  measures  tend,  but  to  the  utter  Ruin  of 
that  Cause,  which  we  have  hitherto  so  long  ft  nobly  supported  f  and 
to  crush  all  the  fair  hopes  which  the  present  moment  places  ^befora 
us  were  we  only  to  exert  the  power  and  abilities  with  which  providenep 
'bis  bountifully  blessed  this  Country. — But  if  the  states  will  not 
impose  or  do  not  collect  and  apply  Taxes  for  support  of  the  War, 
the  sooner  we  make  terms  the  better — the  longer  we  continue  a  feeble 
ft  ineffectual  War,  the  greater  will  be  our  Distress  at  the  Hour  of 
subpiission — ^^For  my  own  part  I  am  fully  convinced,  that  without  the 
ftiAins  of  Execution,  no  officer,  whoever  he  may  be,  who  is  placed 
at  the  Head  of  the  militery  Department,  can  be  answerable  for  the 
(^access  of  any  plans  he  may  propose  or  agree  to. 

Upon  this  subject  I  will  only  add  that  from  past  Experience  ft 
fi-om  present  Prospects,  I  am  persuaded  that  if  the  States  would 
^mish  the  supplies  agreeable  to  the  Ute  Requisition,  and  would 
suffer  the  pay  uloathing  and  subsistance  of  the  army  to  go  thro'  one 
common'  Cfhannel,  that  two  thirds  of  their  former  Expences  would 
be  saved ;  and  many  partialities.  Discontents  and  Jealousies,  which 
iow  sabsist,  woul^  be  removed  and  Cease,  and  an  establishment  of 
order,  Regoliarfty  and  Harmony  in  our  general  affaira  ^<^^\4  \a 
experieno^,  which  cannot  arise  from  Che  ptcaeTil  d\»\^\\k\A^  v^ 
Different  SjBtema  o/ Finances  adopted  by  ao^&taX^  ^U\Mk« 


. :}. 


.i  ■ 

H  688  PBNNSTLYANIA  ABCHITB8  1782. 

While  aotlDg  in  my  military  C^moity  I  am  senaible  of  the  Impio^ 
priety  of  stepping  into  the  Line  of  eifil  Polity— -my  anxiety  for  the 
general  good  &  an  earnest  Desire  to  bring  this  long  protraeted  War 
to  a  happy  Issne,  when  I  hope  to  retire  to  that  poacefoll  state  of 
Domestic  Pleasoresi  from  which  the  call  of  mv  Coontry  has  bioaght 
ne  to  take  an  active  Part — and  to  which  I  most  ardently  wish  a 
speedy  return ;  I  hope  will  famish  my  Ezcnse  with  yonr  Exoel* 
lency  &  Legislature,  while  I  request  your  pardon  for  this  Trespaaa. 
If  I  should  have  occasion  for  the  militia  of  your  State,  the  Call 
i  ■  j  will  be  sudden,  and  their  movements  must  be  rapid— otherwise  great 

''  Expence  will  accrue — k  only  diagrace  &  Disappointment  will  inane. 

For  these  Beasons,  I  beg  leave  to  recall  your  Exoellenoy's  attention 
to  my  Letter  of  the  5th  March  last,*  &  to  pray  most  earnestly  that 
every  previous  arrangement  may  be  taken  to  facilitate  their  maioh 
when  requested. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  rcppect^ 
your  Excellency's 

most  obedient 

Humble  ServS 

G-  WASHINGTON. 

Hay  8tb,  1782. 
P.  S.  Since  writing  the  abovci  I  have  been  furnished  witb 
sundry  New  York  and  flnglbh  Papers,  containing  the  last  Intelli- 
gence from  Europe,  with  the  Debates  of  Parliament  upon  several 
motions  made  respecting  the  American  War — ^least  your  Excellency 
may  not  have  been  favoured  with  so  full  a  sight  of  these  Papers  ma 
I  have,  I  take  the  Liberty  to  mention — that  I  have  perused  theae 
Debates  with  great  attention  and  Care,  with  a  view,  if  possible,  to 

fnetrate  their  real  Design — and  upon  the  most  mature  Deliberatioa 
can  bestow,  I  am  obliged  to  declare  it  as  my  candid  opinion, 
that  the  measure,  in  all  its  views,  so  far  as  it  respects  America,  ia 
merely  delusory — having  no  serious  Intention  to  admit  our  Inde- 
pendence upon  its  true  Principles — ^but  is  calculated  to  produce  a 
change  of  ministers  to  quiet  the  minds  of  their  own  people  and 
reconcile  them  to  a  continuance  of  the  War — while  it  is  meant  to 
amuse  this  Country  with  a  false  Idea  of  Peace,  to  draw  us  off  from 
our  Connection  with  France  &  to  lull  us  into  a  state  of  security  and 
Inactivity — which  taking  Place  the  Ministry  will  be  left  to  prosecute 
the  War  in  other  parts  of  the  World  with  greater  Vigor  and  Meet. 
Tour  Excellency  will  permit  me  on  this  occasion  to  observe— that 
even  if  the  Nation  and  Parliament  are  really  in  earnest  to  obUun 
peace  with  America,  it  will  undoubtedly  be  wisdom  in  us  to  meet 
them  with  great  Caution  &  Circumspection — and  by  all  means  to 
keep  our  arms  firm  in  our  hands,  and  instead  of  rclaxinff  one  Iota 
in  our  Exertions  rather  to  spring  forward  with  redoubled  Vigox^ 
that  we  may  take  the  advantage  of  every  favourable  opportunity^- 
*  8ee  page  609. 
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nntiU  our  wiabes  are  fully  obtuned.  No  Nation  yet  suffered  in 
Treaty  by  preparing  eTen  in  the  moment  of  negotiation  most  vigor- 
ously for  the  Field. 

The  Industry  which  the  Enemy  are  using  to  propagate  these 
paoific  Reports,  appears  to  me  a  Circumstanoe  very  suspicious — and 
the  Eagerness  with  which  the  people,  as  I  am  informed,  are  catching 
at  them,  is  in  my  opinion,  equally  dangerous. 

I  am,  &e.| 


Bebnabb  DouGHEBiT  TO  Pres.  Moore,  1782. 

Sir, 

I  Beg  leave  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  I  have  learned  to 
Day  that  a  Number  of  Cumberland  Militia  are  ordered  for  the 
Garrison  of  Frankston,  and  others  are  appointed  for  different  sta- 
tions on  the  Frontiers  of  this  County,  a  Quantity  of  Provisions  will 
of  course  be  wanted,  your  Excellency  has  still  under  your  Eye  the 
numbers  of  those  who  are  already  sent,  and  will  from  Time  to  Time 
have  the  ordering  of  such  as  may  be  appointed.  I  beg  we  may  be 
enabled  to  fumlsii  the  neoessan^  Supplies  that  may  be  wanted  on  so 
important  and  interesting  an  affidr  as  the  Defence  of  the  County,  the 
litUe  Money  we  have  got  is  almost  expended,  and  Beef,  Mutton  and 
Pork  are  so  scarce  hero  that  we  cannot  get  them  even  for  Money ; 
but  nothing  can  be  had  for  Credit 

We  therefore  beg  that  your  Honorable  Board  will  please  to  have 
the  Distress  of  our  present  Situation  in  full  view,  and  send  us  what 
may  be  deemed  adequate  to  furnish  what  will  be  wanted,  and  take 
such  opportunity  in  sending  the  Money  as  will  offer,  for  some  Times 
a  considerable  Time  elapses  without  a  single  Person  passing  down. 
Either  Mr.  Wood,  of  this  Town,  or  Mr.  Duncan,  of  Pitt,  wiU  afford 
an  Opportunity  by  whom  Money  may  be  sent,  or  if  any  opportunity 
shou'd  offer  to  send  to  the  Standing  Stone  Settlement,  a  part  might 
be  sent  there,  as  I^rovisions  will  be  wanted  at  that  Place,  Mr.  Cms- 
ney  is  now  out  endeavouring  to  get  Provisions ;  If  we  aro  enabled 
no  effort  of  ours  shall  be  wanted  to  render  effective  the  Supplies 
granted  for  the  Defence  of  this  Frontier. 
I  am,  Sir,  with  very  great  respect, 

your  Excellency's  most  obed* 

and  very  Hble  Serv*, 
BARNARD  DOUGHERTT. 

Bedford,  May  7th,  1782. 
Direetedj 

His  Bxeelleney,  William  Moore,  Esqnire,  President  of  the  Sa* 
preme  Exeoutive  Ooaneil. 

Flavor  of  Oedige  Woodi,  Bsqnin,  Philadelphia. 
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Dorset  Psntbcost  to  Prbsibbkt  Moorb,  1782* 

Pitteburgh,  May  8%  1782. 
i)'Sir, 

I  arrived  at  home  last  Thanday  withoai  any  partioular  aoeid«nl| 
yesterday  I  Dame  to  this  place  have  had  long  Confcrenoe  with  Oen' 
Irwin  &  Col.  GibsoDi  on  the  sabject  of  pablick  matters.  PerticaUrly 
respecting  the  late  ezcurtion  to  Kushaoton,  that  affair  is  a  subject 
of  great  speculation  hero  some  condemning,  others  applauding  the 
measnrei  but  the  aooonnts  are  so  various^  that  its  not  only  Dimoult| 
but  almost^  Indeed  Intirely  Impossible  to  ascertain  the  real  Truth, 
no  person  can  cive  Intelligence  but  those  that  were  along,  and  not* 
withstanding  there  seems  to  hare  been  some  difference  amongst 
themselfes,  about  that  business  yet  they  will  say  nothing,  but  this 
fur  I  believe  may  be  depended  on  that  they  killed  rather  oeliberately 
the  Inocent  with  the  guilty,  and  its  likely  the  majoril^  was  the  fbr- 
mefi  I  have  heard  it  Insinuated  that  about  thirty  or  forty  only  of 
the  party  gave  their  Consent  or  assisted  in  the  Catastrofy. 

I  hoar  thete  is  great  preparation  nuiking  for  a  Besent  on  8*  Dus- 
kie  to  set  out  the  20*^  of  this  month  (the  former  plan  having  failed) 
which  will  be  conducted  by  Gentleosen  of  Experience  &  YerasitVi  I 
am  Doubtfull  of  the  men's  being  rais'd  as  those  kind  of  Expeditions 
have  generally  failed  for  the  want  of  Men,  and  I  am  further  Doubt- 
ful on  ace'  of  Provisions,  as  great  numbers  will  not  be  able  to  furnish 
themselvesi  and  no  money  in  the  hands  of  any  person  Equal  to  that 
business. 

Its  said  here  and  I  believe  with  Truth  that  Sundry  articles  were 
fiiund  amongst  the  Indians  that  was  taken  from  the  Inhabitants  of 
Washington  County,  and  that  the  Indians  Confessed  themselves 
that  when  they  set  out  from  S*  Duskie  Ten  warriors  came  with  l^em 
who  had  went  into  the  Settlements,  and  that  four  of  them  were  then 
in  the  Towns  who  had  returned.  If  those  Indians  that  were  killed 
were  really  friends  they  must  have  been  very  Imprudent  to  return  & 
settle  at  a  place  they  knew  the  white  neople  had  been  at  &  would  go 
to  again,  without  giving  us  notice,  &  besides  to  bring  warriors  with 
them  who  had  come  into  the  SettlementSi  &  aflter  murdering  would 
return  to  their  Towns  and  of  course  draw  peojple  after  them,  filled 
with  revenge,  Indignation  &  Sorrow  for  the  loss  of  their  friends, 
their  wives  &  their  Children. 

I  hope  Council  will  be  Careful  to  send  up  money  to  furnish 
rations  for  the  cuards  to  the  artidcs  in  running  the  Line  between  this 
&  the  State  ofVirg*,  it  is  a  matter  of  such  magnitude  to  the  well 
being  of  this  Country  that  I  would  wish  Council  would  be  pleaa*d 
to  pay' a  pertioular  attention  to  it.  The  militia  that  Oen*  Irwin  has 
ordered  out  to  the  frontiers  will  be  furnished  at  the  Expenoe  of  the 
Cuitinent^  that  Gentleman  has  mAde  his  anaBgements  on  the  fkon- 
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iiflrf  with  great  JudgmS  and  I  sake  ao  Donbt  will  do  treigr  iUng 
in  his  power  for  their  Dofettoe. 

The  Indians  are  mnrderiDg  frequently,  last  Friday  night  two  ned 
were  killed  on  the  frontiers  of  tliis  Oonnty,  and  abont  a  week  before 
I  got  home  fourteen  persons  were  killed  &  Captured  in  Differaal 
talis,  and  bsi  week  some  misehief  was  done  near  Hannahs  Town, 
but  hdve  not  learnt  the  partionlan. ' 

I  have  been  so  little  Time  at  home  Ihat  I  have  not  reov^  any  In- 
formation respecting  the  publiok  measures  of  the  County^  only  that 
the. Commissioners  oould  do  nothing  about  laying  the  Tax  until  I 
oome  home  fbr  the  want  of  the  supply  Bill,  I  sent  for  one  of  the 
Commission  and  Delivered  him  the  Law  ft  he  has  ordered  a  meeting 
of  the  Board,  and  to  go  on  with  the  bnsineis. 
I  have  the  hon'  to  be 

!>  Sir,  with  perfect  Esteem, 

your  Bzeellendee  devoted  and 

most  Obd^  very  Humb.  Serv^ 

DOBSEY  PENTECOST. 
JMreeied, 


'o  Hu  Excellency  William  Moore,  Bsq.j  Philadelphia. 


DoRsiT  Pertioosx  to  Pris.  Moons,  1782. 

Pittsburgh,  May  9th,  1782. 
D'Sir, 

Since  writinff  the  letter  that  aecompanys  this  I  have  had  another 
and  more  particular  conversation  wito  QenL  Irwin  on  the  Sntrjeet 
of  the  late  excartion  to  Kushooton,  and  upon  the  whole  I  find  that 
h  will  be  Impossible  to  git  an  Impartial  and  Cure  account  of  thai 
afiiir  for  although  sundry  persons  that  were  in  Ccmf  may  dia- 
approve  of  the  whole,  or  every  part  of  the  Conduct,' yet  from  their 
donneetion,  they  will  not  be  willing,  nor  can  they  be  forced  to  give 
Testmony,  as  it  effiscts  themselves,  and  the  people  here  are  gready 
divided  in  Sentiment  about  it,  and  on  Investigation  may  produce 
serious  cffBcts,  and  at  least  leave  us  as  Ignorant  as  when  we  begon,  and 
instead  of  rendering  a  service  may  produce  a  Confbsion,  and  Ilwill 
amongst  the  people,  yet  I  think  it  necessary  that  Council  should 
take  some  Cognizance  or  notice  of  the  matter,  and  in  sudi  a  Time 
as  may  demonstrate  their  disapprobation  of  such  parts  of  their 
conduct  as  are  Censorable,  otherwise  it  may  be  alleged  that  Ooverm* 
(Tacitly  at  least,)  have  Incouraged  the  killing  of  women  and  children, 
and  in  a  proclamation  of  this  kind  it  might  be  well,  not  only  to 
recommend  but  to  forbid  that  in  future  fixoursions,  that  women, 
Children,  and  Infirm  persons  should  not  be  killed|  so  Gontsax^  \ft 
the  Law  of  arms  as  wdl  as  Chiistiaaity. 
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I  hope  %  mode  of  Proeeeding  something  like  Uris  would  podooe 
some  ffood  Effects  and  perhaps  soften  fehe  mbds  of  the  people  fir  it 
is  leaTlj  no  wonder  tlmt  those  who  have  lost  all  that  is  near  and 
Dear  to  them  go  out  with  determined  rerenge^  and  Ezterpation  of 
all  Indians. 

If  anything  heie  shoald  Contain  a  hint  that  maj  be  apptovei  of 
bj  Council  it  will  give  great  satis&ction  to 
your  Excelicneiee  most  obd* 

very  Hnmb*  Serv*, 

DORSEY  PENTECOST. 

His  Excellency;  William  Moore,  Esqr. 


Obdbb  fob  Militabt  Honobs  to  Tns  Ministbb  of  Fbancb, 

1782.* 

Order  for  the  Military  Honors  to  be  paid  at  the  pnblio  aodienoe 
given  by  Congress  to  his  Excellency  the  Minister  of  Fianoe. 

Cavalry,  1st  Battalion  of  Continental  Infantry. 

Artillery,  2d  Battalion  of  Continental  Infantry. 

The  whole  will  parade  on  the  Commons  opposite  Market  street 
on  Monday  next  at  9  o'clock,  and  be  formiod  in  one  single  column 
the  right  in  front,  march  down  to  Front,  street  come  up  by  Chesnut 
street  and  form  with  their  right  on  the  Gate  in  front  of  the 
Minister's  House ;  on  the  Minister  coming  out,  a  Detachment  of 
Horse  (previously  told  off,)  shall  wheel  off,  of  the  line  and  form  an 
Escort  to  the  Minister.  As  the  Minister  passes  along  the  line,  the 
Troops  shall  salute  by  Corps,  and  on  the  Minister's  Coach  halting 
at  the  Door  of  the  State  House,  his  Eticort  will  form  on  both  sides 
of  his  Carriage,  then  the  pieces  shall  wheel  off  of  the  line  into  the 
State  House  yard,  where  they  will  form  as  will  be  directed,  and 
immediately  on  the  audience  being  over,  they  will  fire  a  Continental 
salute,  five  minutes  after  the.  last  Gun,  the  Navy  will  tiJce  up  the 
salute. 

The  Minister  shall  be  salutod  again  as  he  passes  along  the  line, 
after  his  arrival  at  his  Hotel,  the  feu  de  joy  shall  be  performed| 
then  the  pieces  shall  resume  their  plaoe  in  the  line  again. 

The  line  will  then  form  in  Column,  the  right  in  front^  maroh 
round  the  Ministers  House,  and  form  again  on  the  commons  where 
the  Troops  will  be  dismissed. 

War  Office,  May  11th,  1782. 

*  In  oonsequenoe  of  "  the  public  audience  to  be  there  giren  by  Congress 
to  the  Minister  of  France  iu  order  to  receiye  information  of  the  birth  of  M 
Dauphin  of  Franee.**  See  CoL  Bee.,  Vol  XIII ,  p.  281,  282,  284,  5,  and 
tbi§  Vol,  pp.  644,  647. 
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Bernard  Douohertt  to  Prbs.  Moori^  178SL 

I  beg  leave  to  inform  yonr  Exoellcncj  tbat  a  Company  of  Com- 
herUrna  Militia,  Consiflting  of  thirty  five  Men,  arrived  here  yester- 
day on  their  wav  to  Frankston  Oarrieon,  where  they  are  to  be 
joined  by  Capt  Boyd's  Ranging  Company,  the  People  in  the  Fron* 
tiers  of  this  Connty  are  mostly  fled  from  their  Habitations;  also  it 
IS  strongly  rumoured  here  that  depredations  have  been  Committed 
in  Penn's  Valley,  and  that  npwards  of  twen^  of  the  Militia  have 
fallen ;  as  ^ct  nothing  matenal  has  happened  in  this  County,  bat 
we  are  afraid  a  stroke  will  be  made  next  Moon  Light :  I  am  nnder 
the  necessity  of  letting  yoor  Excellency  and  the  Hon'ble  Board  of 
Council  know  that  I  have  laid  ont  the  littlo  Money  I  received,  and 
have  not  any  more  to  purchase  with,  and  that  there's  nothing  to  be 
had  without  Monej,  Credit  has  no  chance,  and  exorbitant  ph-ioes  are 
demanded  for  Bacon  (the  only  species  of  provisions  to  be  had)  even 
a  shilling  and  fifteen  pence  ^  lb.  ready  money,  and  unless  such  can 
be  had  it  will  have  a  dire  effeot  on  the  FrontierS|  as  thereby  the 
little  Garrison  we  have  will  be  evacuated. 

Sir,  it  gives  me  pain  that  I  am  ob^ged'  to  write  in  this  stile,  and 
80  pressingly,  but  I  am  of  Opinio9  that  it  is  my  Duty  to  do  so,  and 
if  possible,  to  point  out  the  impiending  Ruin  the  want  of  Money 
(and  that  immediately)  will  have  on  the  Inhabitants  of  this  County ; 
no  Endeavours  of  mine  shall  be  wanting  in  answering  the  Exj^ecta- 
fionQ  of  Council,  provided  I  am  enableC  to  purchase  the  Provisions 
tliat  will  be  wanted. 

The  Bearer,  Mr.  Armitage,  will  afford  an  opportunity  of  bavinc 
Money  sent  as  far  as  this  Town,  directed  to  the  Care  of  Mr.  Michael 
Gryder,  who  will  account  to  me  for  what  will  be  sent  to  him  ;  anS 
a  good  opportunity  will  by  Mr.  Duncan  or  Mr.  Woods  offer  for 
Bedford  j  I  am  ordered  by  the  County  Lieut,  to  lay  in  two  Months 
Provisions  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  Men  at  Frankston,  exclusive 
of  two  other  small  Posts  which  are  in  Contemplation  of  being 
garrisoned  on  the  Frontiers  of  this  County,  therefore  your  honorable 
Board  will  be  greatly  competent  to  know  the  sum  that  will  be  neces- 
sary. I  shall  not  neglect  to  give  such  Intelligence  as  may  in  my 
way  to  the  Honorable  Board. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  very  great  respect, 

your  Excellency's 

most  obod'  serv*, 
BARNARD  DOUGHERTY. 

Huntington,  or  the  Standing  [Stone]  Town,  May  13th,  1782. 
Directed f 

His  Bieellenoy,  William  Moore,  Bsqoire,  President  of  thft  €Ai> 
preme  Ezecotive  Chmndl,  PbU^delpkia. 
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SBCT.HAtLAOK  TO  JuSTIfJES  OF  OLOUOBSTm,  N.  J^  1788. 

Sir, 

Hi8  Escellenoj  the  Presideot  tnd  the  Ooanml  of  die  Steft»  of 
Penmylvaxua  havo  staUoned  Mr.  Willm.  Smith  %t  Klliogq^  te 
aoperiiitend  and  take  care  of  the  works  ft  ordinanoe  there,  and  it 
being  partioolarlj  oonvenient  that  he  should  keep  a  pnbue  honie^ 
they  are  deuroos  of  obtaininff  a  lioenoe  for  that  porpofe,  and  sup- 
posing yon  to  bo  the  persons  lefiall J  anthorised  to  recommend  him 
to  the  Governor  of  your  State,  I  am  directed  to  apply  to  yon  in  his 
behalf  and  request  your  recommendation. 

(.  The  Council  desirous  of  paying  a  due  regard  to  your  office,  judgad 
it  most  proper  to  pay  this  attention  to  you  rather  than  to  make  a 
direct  application  to  the  Ooremor  of  the  State  for  the  lioenoe  denied. 

May  18th,  1782. 


Pres.  Moorb  to  Robert  Morris,  Esq.  1782. 

To  The  Hnble  Robert  Morris  Esq. 

In  Oounca  PhihKl.  May  14  1782.  1 
Sir,  . 

Tour  letter  of  the  9th  instant  with  the  papers  enclosed  has  been 
read  in  Council  and  I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  there  is  rsason 
to  hope  there  is  in  the  Treasury  of  this  State  a  sum  of  the  old  Con- 
tinental money  nearly  sufficient  to  discharge  the  quota  of  tUs  State, 
and  that  the  Treasurer  is  using  his  utmost  cUligence  in  counting  it 
oT  and  paying  it  into  the  hands  of  Thomas  Smith,  Esqr.,  Loan  dmser 
fbr  this  State,  and  you  may  be  assured  that  should  there  be  a  de- 
ficiency in  the  sums  now  in  the  Treasury  immediate  ft  effectual 
measures  shall  be  taken  to  obtain  and  pay  it  into  the  said  office. 
I  am  with  due  regard. 

Sir,  your  most  obt.  Serrt. 

W.  M.  Pircs. 


Sborbtart  of  Forbion  Affairs  to  Pres  Moorb,  1782. 

Office  of  foreign  affiurs. 
Circular^ 

PhUadelphia  14th,  May  1782. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  Minister  Plenipotentiaiy 
of  hii  most  Christian  M^jestT  yesterday  announced  to  the  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled  «l  apohUo  nudienee  the  birth  of  n 
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DauphiBe  of  Franoe.    Ther  were  pleaaad  to  iireet  the  oooiinuai- 
oation,  which  t  haye  oow  the  Honor  to  make  in  order  that  your 
Exoelleney  and  the  People  OTor  whom  joa  preside,  maT  partake  in 
the  joj  which  an  event  that  so  nearly  affeota  the  hi^uiesa  of  their 
great  and  generous  ally  cannot  fail  to  diffoee. 
I  have  the  honor  to  boi 
with  the  greatest  Respect  and  Esteem, 
Tonr  Ezeellenoy's  most  obedt  homble  Servant* 

BOB.  E.  LIVINGSTON  * 
Direeied, 
His  Ezellency  Preddont  Moorej  Philadelphia. 


Answer  of  Pbes.  Moore  to  Sscrbtart  or  Foreiqe 
Affairs,  1782. 

In  GonnoiL 

Philadi  May  16, 1782. 
Sir, 

Tour  letter  of  the  14th  instant  has  been  read  in  Cooncil  and  the 
event  therein  communicated  has  afforded  us  the  highest  satis&etion 
and  shall  be  oommnnieated  to  the  good  people  of  Pennsylvania 
in  order  that  they  may  partake  in  the  joy  whiob  an  evont  wmek  so 
nearly  afiects  the  happiness  of  our  great  and  generous  ally. 
I  am,  sir,  with  great  regard, 

Your^most  obedient  Servant 

W.  M.  Prest. 
The  HonUe  Robert  B.  Livingston,  Esqr.|  Minuter  for  Foreign 
AfEurs.t 


Dorset  Pentecost  to  Pees.  Moore,  1782. 

Washington  County,  May  18%  1782. 
Dir, 

Captain  Hughs  Just  now  came  to  my  House  and  Informs  me  that 
He  and  his  Officers  has  recruited  two  men,  only  one  of  which  has 
deserted,  and  that  they  have  been  very  assiduous  and  persevering, 
but  find  it  Totally  out  of  their  power  to  render  that  S^iee  that 
Council  would  Expect.  I  therefore  have  advised  Cap*  Huohs  to 
repair  to  Council  Immediately  and  make  personal  report,  as  Gounell 
may  Uike  such  other  steps  as  they  may  think  proper,  either  to  iiise 

»  See  CoL  Rec.,  Yol.  XIII..  p.  282,  284,-6. 
t  Set  Col.  Ree.,  TeL  XUL,  p.  284,-5. 
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the  men  or  by  disdhargtog  the  Offieers  for  I  fiod  ii  will 
good  parpoM  to  ooDtinae  them  for  the  men  will  noi  be  Baii^ 

I  liave  been  so  ezoeediogly  bosied  about  mj  domettie!  affii 
linee  my  arrival  that  I  have  not  been  out  amongst  the  peopk,  a 
therefore  cannot  give  Council  any  aoot  of  the  publioks  sitaati9ii 
affairs  hcre^  and  must  beg  a  respite  untill  after  Court  (which  will 
in  abt.  3  weeks,)  I  shall  then  see  the  County  together,  and  sh 
be  able  after  that  to  Give  Council  a  Certain  if  not  a  Satisfactory  ac 
of  matters. 

I  have  been  told  by  sundry  people  that  the  Tax  Law  is  Likely 
make  great  disturbance  Especially  as  the  line  is  not  run  the  peo] 
threaten  a  revolt,  Complain  that  they  are  not  assisted  with  eiti 
men  or  money  to  defend  themselves  agt.  the  savages,  and  yet  i 
obliged  to  pay  a  Tax  in  Specie  which  they  have  not  towards  \ 
general  war,  how  True  there  allegations  are  I  Cant  pretend  to  say 

Our  Cbmmiisioners  have  began  to  bussiness,  &  I  hope  it  ml\  go  ( 
but  I  am  told  the  Threatings  are  high|  but  perhaps  more  is  said  th 
is  Intended. 

I  am  siri  with  perfect  Esteem, 

your  Excellency  most  obdt.  h.  Sevt. 

DORSEY  PENTECOST. 
Dtrectecfy 

S^ublie,) 
is  Excellency  William  Moore  Esq.  Philadelphia. 
Hon.  by  Capt  Hughes. 


Bknard  Doughbrty  to  Pres.  Moorb,  1782. 

Bedford,  May  18th,  1782. 
Sir. 

I  have  wrote  to  your  Excellency  of  the  18  th  Inst,  from  tl 
Standing  Stone  Town*.  The  purport  of  which  was  the  absolu 
necessity,  there  is  of  Money  being  sent  into  this  County  immei 
ately,  for  otherwise  the  Garrison  at  Frankston  must  inevitably 
evacuated,  there  will  be  Ninety  at  that  place  on  2l8ty  Inst  ai 
having  laid  out  what  little  Money  was  advanced  for  Provisions,  nol 
single  pound  of  any  sort  can  be  had  without  Money,  and  was  the 
Provisions  enough,  the  very  Carriage  (being  about  forty  Miles  99 
Hills  and  Mountains)  could  not  be  had  without  Money,  anoth 
party  of  one  Company  is  to  be  stationed  at  the  Heads  of  Dunning 
Creek,  and  another  at  Colo.  Piper's,  and  the  whole  of  the  Pioviaioi 
is  to  be  oarried.  Nothing  in  my  Power  shall  be  wanting  for  tl 
safety  of  the  Inhabitants,  if  I  am  enabled  to  purchase  the  neceaaa: 
Provisions  to  keep  the  different  Garrisons  together ;  and  if  70^ 
Ezoellency  and  the  Honorable  Board  will  think  proper  I  will  chei 
fully  and  hcartly  give  up  my  part  of'  any  profits  that  may  arise   < 

*  For  an  interesting  aocoant  of  Standing  Stone,  see  the  first  number 
the  *'&,  S.  Banner*'  1858.  AI0O  ''Day's  Ifistorioal  Collection." 
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the  Contracts^  so  ts  yoa  will  inable  ns  to  answer  your  expectations. 
I  hope  this  will  be^done,  nay  I  earnestly  beg  an4  pray  it  may  be 
done^  otherwise  the  Defenoe  intended  ror  oar  Gdonty  will  prove 
abortive. 

On  my  way  fh>m  the  Standitos  Stone,  I  met  Sandrj  Persons  who 
came  from  the  Monongohala  and  Washington  Gonnty^  all  of  them 
agree  in  reporfingy  that  a  party  consisting  of  upwards  of  six  hun- 
dred Yoluntiers  are  going  against  Sanduskey  and  are  to  meet  Ib- 
jnorzew  at  Mingo  Bottom  in  order  to  does  the  Biver  on  tkoirway 
.  to  that  plaoe. 

Tkoae  of  the  Militia  who  don't  go  tbemselvei  it  is  said  Contribnte 
towards  ^or8es.and  provisions  to  tbose  who  go,  and  thereby  dividiBS 
the  Borthen  and  Expenoe,  with  Ibe  Yolnntiers;  one  of  BMr  Infor- 
mants hinted  as  much  as  that  there  was  a  piobability  of  %  Ihovsaad  * 
Men  going  on  this  Expedition. 

Sir  I  am  under  the  oeoeesity  of  mentioning  to  your  Exoelleney 
aigain  that  unless  money  arrives  here  in  Hme  this  Country  is  un- 
done. 

I  am  Sir  with  the  greatest  Bespect, 
your  Excellehc^'s  most  obedt.  Hble.  Servt. 

BENABD  DOUGHERTY. 
Directed, 

His  Excellency  William  Moore  Esquire  President  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council  Philadelphia.  . 


Akswsb  of  Chsyaubr  Db  La  Luzebnb  to  Addbbss  ov 
Council,  1782.* 

.MessSeun  I 

Je'  Be  puis  Mre  ohargd  d'on  -devoir  plus  agr^ble  &  fempHi  que 
delui  de  trinsmettre  ft  S.  M.  des  ttooignages  de  In  jmrt  que  vous 
pren^  A  b  fkveur  qu«  le  Ciol  lai  a  faite  en  a<MK>Wkint  ^n^  Daupbki  & 
itos  Toeux  et  A  cent  de  la  nation  franyetse.  Depufa  que*  j'in  Tavan- 
lkge,de  tivrepatmi  vouSj^^MessietrrS)' j'ni  ^-fMquemment  lb  ftooib 
-de  riAUMt  sine^  que  ^oan  ates  pris  H  tout  te  qui  pouvoit  IMober 
iHHre  fldli^:  Plus  les  deux  nations  seeonndiisent)'  phisislles  s'aSiAeirt 
et  s'estimenty  et  plus  elles  scntent  la-  n^oessM  d^im  wnion  inal- 
terable: ces  cireonstances  rendent  encore  plus  agr^bles  k  S.  M. 
Texpression  des  sentimens  du  Conseil  de  Pensylvanie,  an  sujet  de 
la  naissaiice  d'un  h^ritier  de  sa  cburonne.  Le  jeune  prince  sera  un 
joor'initrwt  de  lajojfe^iub  lea  Pensylvaniens  ont  marqu^  en  cette 
occasion.  II  apprendra  qu'ils  6toient  ses  amis  d^  son  beroeau  et  il 
ae  plaira  ^tre  le  leur  tout  le  tems  de  sa  vie.         .       , 

A  PhUadelphje  le  20  May  1782.   ... 

•  See  Coi.  Ree.,  Vol.  khl.i )).  ^8i-5,  for  a  translation  of  t{if  ;f)>re(oia^|<f^ 
well  as  the  address  to  which  it  is  In  reply. 
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Resolution  of  Cokgbsss^  1782. 
,  By  the  Uutod  SUtet  ia  eioogms  AMembled. 

Maj  2l8t,  1782. 
Beaolfedi 

\  That  the  BzeontlTefl  of  the  06y<ertl  States  be  and  thej  are  herebj 
authorised  on  information  of  illesal  intercourse,  which  htth  taken 
^aoe  or  shall  take  place  between  the  Captains  of  any'pritata  Aimed 
Veesels  belonging  to  Uiese  States  and  the  Enenyi  or  of  any  other 
wal-coBdnot  to  suspend  the  Commission  of  such  Captains  until  the 
Bzeoutive  shall  have  examined  into  the  offence^  and  if  upon  Enquiry 
it  shall  appear  that  the  information  was  well  founded,  they  acre 
requealed  to  report  their  proeeedings  to  the  United  States  in  Con- 
•gress  assembled,  and  in  this  case  the  Commission  shall  stand 
pended  until  Congress  shall  have  taken  order  thereon. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 


CiRCULAB  OF  COHORS80,  1782. 
(Circular.) 

Secretaiy's  Office,  May  23d,  1782. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  resolution  of  the  United  States  in 
Congress  Assembled,  passed  the  21st,  authorhdns  the  Ezeootives  of 
the  several  Suites  in  certain  oases  to  suspend  the  Gommisaiona  «f 
Cn^tains  of  privaie  Armed  Vessels;  And  as  there  is  reason  to  ans- 

S)t  that  not  only  the  Enemy  but  even  some  persons  of  donblfal 
aracter  in  the  States  make  an  improper  use  of  Commissioas  undiil|y 
pbtained,  I  beg  leave  tooaU  yonr  attention  to  the  reoommendatien  af 
lihwgresa  of  10th  November,  1780,  a  copy  of  which  is  also  enchMad. 
I  have  the  heisor  to  be 

with  gr^t  Tcspect, 

your  most  obe*  &  most  hum.  serv*| 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sae'y. 
Directed, 
(On  public  Service.) 

His  Excellency,  William  Mooie^  Ssqhire,  President  of  the  State 
tff  Peansylvank. 
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Sacbbtaby  at  Wae  to  Pees.  Moobb,  1782. 

War  office,  Maj.24, 1782. 
Sir, 

The  Rhode  Island  regiment  will  march  next  Wednesday  to  join 
the  troops  in  the  highlands — which  lays  me  under  the  necessity  ol 
soliciting  a  guard  for  the  prisoners  in  the  new  Jail. 

I  wish  to  make  the  duty  as  light  as  possiblci  and  the  service  as 
Ettle  injurious  to  individuals  as  may  be.  I  have  therefore  to  pro- 
pose that  a  guard  from  the  militia  may  mount  next  Tuesday  evening 
at  the  Guard-house,  near  the  New  Jail,  to  consist  of  one  Subaltern, 
one  Serjeant,  one  corporal  and  fifteen  privates — posting  fire  Sentries 
during  the  night.  The  whole  guard  will  return  at  six  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  excepting  the  Corpcval  and  three  privates,  who  will 
keep  one  Sentry  through  the  day  in  such  place  as  the  Jailor  shall 
direct.  This  Guard  to  be  continued  until  your  Excellency  is  in- 
formed that  it  is  no  longer  requisite. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  perfect  respect  and  esteem, 

your  Excellency's  most  obedS 

humble  servant, 

B.  LINCOLN.* 

Direetedf 
His  Excellency,  President  Moore. 


Gov.  Bekj'k  Harrison,  ov  Virginu,  to  Prks.  Moore, 

1782. 

Virginia,  In  Council,  May  24th,  1782. 
Sir, 

I  am  sorry  any  difference  should  arise  respecting  the  manner  of 
runninff  the  boundary  line  between  the  two  States,  as  I  most 
earnestly  wish  to  have  it  done  as  soon  as  possible,  and  in  such  a 
way  as  to  give  satisfaction  to  every  person  concerned ;  but  you  must 
be  sensible  Sir,  that  this  is  not  to  he  expected  unless  botn  parties 
shall  Ibow  that  it  is  justly  and  properly  done,  which  this  State 
never  can  do,  unless  it  has  some  person  to  represent  her  thro'  the 
whole  Line.  Pennsylvania  you  say  is  satisfied,  why  is  she  so  ?  be- 
cause the  line  has  been  run  and  measured  by  her  commissioner,  who 
eould  have  no  temptation  to  wrong  her ;  but  surely  this  is  not  the 
case  with  ns.  The  distance  proposed  from  the  end  of  the  ex  parte 
Line,  for  it  is  certainly  so  as  to  us,  if  taken  up  at  the  extremity  of 
the  Maryland  is  not  sufficient,  you  say,  to  give  you  your  degrees  of 
Longitude;  if  it  shall  be  found  so,  I  have  no  objection  to  its  going 

*  See  Col.  Beo.,  YoL  XIH.,  p.  2W. 
Vol.  IX.-.24 
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farther.  The  length  of  the  Line  from  the  Delaware  to  the  end  of 
the  Maryland  Line  I  suppose  is  pretty  exactly  known,  and  therefore 
it  is  an  easy  matter  to  calculate  what  distance  is  wanting  to  give 
you  your  whole  length.  However  I  shall  trouble  you  no  £arther 
on  the  subject,  as  the  matter  is  now  before  the  Assembly  and  I 
must  govern  myself  by  their  determination.  If  the  time  proposed 
by  me  does  not  suit  you,  set  it  to  any  other,  that  will  give  time  to 
make  the  proper  arrangements,  and  with  the  leave  of  the  Assembly 
I  will  agree  to  it ;  but  it  is  impossible  for  this  State  to  be  prepared 
by  the  lOth  of  June^  which  you  will  recollect  was  altogether  fixed 
on  by  yourself. 

I  am^  with  great  regard, 

your  Excellency's 

most  Obed'  h'ble  servS 

BENJ.  HARRISON .♦ 

Directed, 

(Public  Service.) 

Ills  Excellency^  William  Moore,  Esq',  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Pkbs.  Moorb  to  Gen.  Washington,  1782. 

In  Council^ 

Philada.,  May  25,  1782. 
Sir, 

Your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  4th  inst.,  with  the  Postscript  of  the 
Sth,*}*  has  been  read  in  Council,  and  considered  with  that  attention 
which  is  due  to  the  observations  of  a  General  whose  measures  have 
on  all  occasions  been  dictated  by  the  purest  patriotism,  and  therefore 
stand  in  need  of  no  Apology. 

After  using  every  means  in  our  power,  we  have  fallen  gradually 
short  of  the  number  of  recruits  we  hoped  to  have  obtained.  This 
has  greatly  distressed  us,  as  we  are  fully  sensible  of  the  immense 
importance  of  a  powerful  army  during  the  ensuing  Campaign,  and 
we  should  be  happy  in  embracing  any  opportunity  that  could  afford  % 
reasonable  hope  of  adding  to  the  number  of  our  soldiers  in  the  field, 
which  we,  however,  have  very  little  prospect  of,  altho'  we  have  made  it  % 
point  to  appropriate  the  money  of  the  state  to  this  as  a  first  &  great 
object.  In  this  line,  it  only  remains  in  our  power  to  give  your 
Excellency  every  aid  wtiich  the  militia  of  the  state  will  afford ;  and 
we  have  therefore  issued  an  order  to  the  Militia  to  hold  themselves 
in  readiness  to  march  at  the  shortest  notice,  which  we  expect  will 
produce  150  horse^  250  Artillery^  and  between  3,000  &  4,000 
infantry. 

*  See  page  688.  f  See  page  686. 
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With  respect  to  money  nattersy  we  are  happy  to  assure  yonr  Ex* 
oollency  that  this  Gounoil  are  unanimous  in  a  determination  to  nse 
their  utmost  endeavours  to  enfore  the  laws  passed  by  the  state 
for  the  purpose  of  raising  our  Quota  for  the  present  year,  &  vig* 
oroos  measures  will  be  accordingly  adopted  and  pursued.  We  have 
some  reason  to  think  the  superintendant  of  Finance  will  do  us  the 
justice  to  say  we  have  cheerfully  &  readily  given  him  every  aid 
in  our  power,  and  your  Ezoellenoy  may  be  assured  that  this  dispo- 
sition continues  in  its  full  force. 

We  shall  at  all  times  thank  your  Excellency  for  a  free  communi- 
cation of  your  sentiments' on  every  occasion. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  the  greatest  esteem  &  regard. 

Your  Excellency's  most  obed* 

&  very  humble  servant. 


John  Psmbebton  and  Wm.  Matthews  to  the  President 
AND  Council,  1782. 

To  the  President  &  Gounoil. 

Having,  by  the  Constraining  Power  of  God's  love  influencing  my 
Spfrit.  been  engaged  to  call  sinners  to  repentance  and  amendment  of 
life,  &  to  publish  the  Glad  tidings  of  the  Gkrapel  of  Peace,  Life,  & 
Salvation,  through  Christ  Jesus,  Our  Blessed  Lord  and  Saviour,  and 
finding  my  mind  drawn  &  engaged  by  the  same  divine  power  ft 
love  to  visit  my  Brethren  in  Religious  profession  in  Europe,  as  the 
Lord  shall  be  pleased  to  open  my  way  ;  I  have,  ameable  to  the 
Begular,  decent,  &  orderly  way  used  in  our  Religious  Society,  Solidly 
opened  my  Concern  to  Frieiids  here,  who,  after  deliberate  &  weighty 
Consideration,  have  signified  their  Sympathy,  Unity  and  Concurrence 
with  the  Religions  engagement,  by  their  Certificates,  iicaving  me 
to  the  Lord  and  the  Guidance  of  his  holy  spirit,  and  believing  the 
time  come  for  me  to  move  forward  and  leave  my  Beloved  Country, 
my  near  Connections,  &  whatever  is  dear  to  me  in  this  life.  I  Inform 
jou  hereof,  &  do  declare,  that  I  have  no  sinister  View  or  Woridly 
eoneem  to  promote,  but  singly  the  honest  &  upright  discharge  of  a 
Duty  laid  and  enjoined  on  me,  as  I  believe,  by  that  Almighty  and 
Holy  Being  who  formed  us  for  his  Glory  &  hath  a  right  to  our 
service,  to  be  Obeyed  &  followed  in  all  things,  for  therein  Consists 
our  Peace  &  Happiness  here  k  forever ;  and,  believing  the  Gospel 
of  Christ  to  be  free,  the  true  ministers  thereof  ought  to  be  free,  k 
not  be  interrupted  in  their  Pious,  Religious  endeavours  for  the  I^- 
motion  of  Piety,  Virtue,  k  Godly  living.  Under  this  ConsideratioUi 
and  not  from  a  Disposition  to  g^ve  Offence,  I  dare  not  make  the 
Consent  of  Human  Authority  a  Condition  of  my  Obedience  to  Divluft 
requiring ;  yet  am  willing  by  thus  making  id>(  (jaM  VtLViitL>^  ^^^^ 
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to  remore  all  Oeetrion  of  miftppfrebeiisioQ  or  mbrepfMentetion ; 
And  BaeommendiDg  yoa,  with  mjself,  to  God,  &  the  Word  of  his 
Onoe  nigh  in  the  Heart,  that  bj  attention  &  Obedience  thereto,  we 
may  experienoe  peace  to  Oar  minds  here,  &  Happiness  hereafter. 
I  remain  Tonr  Beal  Friend, 

JOHN  PEMBERTON. 
Philadelphia,  6'^  M.,  80<N  1782. 

Being  under  the  like  Religions  engagement  of  mind  with  my 
Friend  John  Pemberton,  &  expecting  to  join  as  Companion  with 
him,  I  have  read  &  Considered  the  foregoiqg  representation  made  by 
him,  &  do  cononr  therewith. 

W-  MATTHEWS. 
Indorsed, — May  30,  1782.     From  Jno.  Pemberton  and  W"  Mat- 
thews.   Read  in  Council  on  Friday,  y  6th  of  Jane,  1782. 


•    Pbbs.  Moore  to  Brig.  Gen'l  Irvine,  1782, 

In  Council,  Philad*,  May  80, 1782. 
Sir, 

Your  favours  of  the  2nd,  3rd,  &  9th  of  the  present  month,  with 
the  representations  made  by  Col.  Williamson  and  Col.  Marshall  baTS 
been  read  in  Council*  and  shall  be  immediately  laid  before  Congress 
as  a  matter  of  high  importance  to]  the  reputation  of  this*  8tat6| 
and  to  the  general  luterest  and  honor  of  the  United  States ;  we 
request  that  you  will  continue  your  enquries  on  this  subject  and 
transmit  us  such  information  from  time  to  time,  as  may  come  to 
your  knowledge  tending  to  elucidate  this  dark  transaction. 

The  proposed  imigration  appears  to  be  a  dangerous  measure  and 
if  the  circumstances  which  you  mention  respecting  Mr.  Johnson  can 
be  ascertained  he  ought  to  be  secured  as  a  British  Emissary  employed 
to  enyeigle  away  our  Citisons,  and  place  them  in  a  situation  which 
must  compel  them  to  put  themselves  under  the  protection  of 
the  British,  as  the  only  means  by  which  they  can  be  secured  from 
the  ravages  of  the  indians.  Such  an  event  would  afford  a  plausible 
story  which  the  British  would  seize  with  avidity  and  represent  at  every 
court  in  Europe  as  an  instance  of  submission  to  thom  on  the  part  of 
America.  A  story  which  might  be  extremely  injurious  to  America, 
and  such  as  no  man  who  has  a  due  regard  to  his  Country  would 
l^ve  a  countenance  to  by  any  act  of  bis. 

The  recruiting  service  is  of  so  much  importance,  that  we  cannot 
forbear  to  en(j^uire  anxiously  what  success  you  have  in  it,  and  to  re- 
quest you  will  transmit  to  us  a  return  of  the  recruits  you  have 
obtained,  as  early  as  possible. 

As  to  the  expedition  you  mentioned,^  we  can  only  say,  we  con* 
fide  in  your  seal  k  prudence  to  direot  the  force  which  may  be  in 
your  power  in  the  most  effectual  manner  for  covering  the  frontiers. 

DirtcUdf-^hB  Hon'ble  Brigadier  Irvine  at  Fort  Pitt. 

*  BeeCo\.lLwi.,\oV'X\\\.,^.1V\. 
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Wm.  B&adfoed,  Jjk.,  Attt.  Qes%  to  Pbks.  Moobx,  1782;' 

Sir, 

I  Iiave  considered  the  ease  of  the  Gxtj  Lots  in  possession  of  If n 
Miles  who  holds  them  for  the  use  of  the  United  States^  which  has 
been  referred  to  mj  opinion  bj  jonr  Exoellencj  and  the  ConneiL 

I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  act  of  Assembly  passed  28th  Feb^^ 
1780,  does  not  extend  to  this  easoi  and  that  no  iMds  of  diis  Com* 
mon wealth  are  thereby  vested  in  the  United  States.  The  act 
mentions  only  <<  the  lands  of  di^prM  persons,  inhcibiiiifUs  of  this 
« Commonwealth/'  and  everr  part  of  it  shows  that  the  Lends  of 
private  persons  was  the  only  object  in  the  contemplation  of  the 
Xegislature.  Thu  idea  seems  to  be  confirmed  bv  the  act  for  selling 
the  City/iOtts,  in  which  the  wardens  are  enabled  to  dbpossesa  every 
person  who  cannot  produce  to  the  Justice  of  the  Supreme  CoorC 
'^  A  Patent  Judgment  of  Conrt|  or  Lease  from  the  proprietaries"-— 
Besides  it  is  a  known  rule  in  the  construction  of  Statutes  ^  that  no 
^^  set  which  tends  to  divest  the  Commonwealth  of  any  perogativei 
'<  ri|;hty  title  or  interest,  shall  bind  the  Commonwealthj  niilMS  it  b^ 
^  extnded  to  it,  by  express  words." 

I  conceive  therefore  that  the  usual  method  for  recovering  posses- 
ion of  the  City  Lotts  may  Legaily  be  taken  in  this  Case,  but  how 
&r  such  a  step,  or  their  sale  at  present  would  be  consistent  iritb 
propriety,  prudence  &  the  public  goodj  is  a  consideration  that  r^ 
mains  with  CounciL 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir, 

your  excellenoys  most  hum'l  Serv'l 

W.  PSADFOBP.  Jb. 
Indorsed,— TSmj  80, 1782. 
I^irectedf 
To  His  Excellency  Wm.  Moore,  Esq.^  in  Council. 


Bbrkabd  Douqhertt  to  Pbes.  Moobb,  1782. 

Sir, 

This  Day  I  have  been  honored  with  your  Excellenev's  Jjetter  of 
the  6th  Inst.,  and  having  wrote  yesterday  concerning  the  distressed 
situation  of  our  County,  (tbo'  still  I  had  some  hopes  that  by  Mr. 
Cessna  some  relief  wou'd  be  afforded)  I  have  no  more  to  say, 
seeing  every  avenue  capable  of  alleviating  our  distresses  is  dosed. 

The  order  Mr.  Cessna  has  on  the  Treasurer  stands  in  no  steady 
having  not  a  penny ;  I  am  the  Treasurer  and  Mr.  Cessna  has  no 
doubt  informed  the  HoaocaUe  Board  of  m^  VM«K%iffi%  vn^^rad^ 
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likewise  inform  that  I  had  no  Money ;  and  con'd  this  order  be  paid 
U  woa'd  ^  bat  a  short  way  where  there  are  near  two  hoadred  red 
Men  to  yiotoall,  I  oannot  go  to  the  standing  stone  for  the  returns  of 
the  Provisions  issued  there,  nntill  I  obtain  Money  for  to  pay  for 
what  was  received,  and  therefore  cannot  send  the  returns  of  the 
Isfluings  yet ;  but  for  the  Information  of  Council  I  believe  there 
are  alK>ut  ten  thousand  Rations  already  Issued,  and  how  far  one 
hundred  and  seventy-five  Pounds  wou'd  go  in  pavment  of  so  much 
provisions,  your  Excellency  (who  is  extremely  well  acquainted  with 
Business,)  will  see  at  first  view.  Bacon  (which  must  be  had  for 
scouting  parties,)  cannot  be  had  for  less  than  ten  penoci  and  some 
will  have'^VIrelve  pence,  (at  IcHKt)  thirty  Miles  distance  from  this 
Town,  the  Carriage  from  where  it  is  bought,  and  again  to  the 
Different  Stations  makes  this  Article  come  high  as  does  every  other. 
This  goes  by  express  hired  by  Colo.  Piper  and  myself,  and  have 
been  obliged  to  borrow  as  much  Money  as  will  barely  oarr^  him 
down  and  up  again,  untill  he  returns  I  will  do  every  Thing  m  my 

grner  to  keep  the  stations  together,  and  if  possible  prevent  the 
eople  from^flying;  I  am  sure  I  need  not  mention  any  more  the 
necessity  of  our  settlement,  I  now  pray  that  the  Express  may  not 
be  detained  for  one  single  Da/s  delay  may  prove  fittal  to  the  whole 
county,  to  Col.  Piper  I  refer  for  further  Information,  and  shall  give 
such  News  as  are  going;  Captain  William  McCall  with  a  scouting 
party  of  the  Militia  on  Duty  in  the  Invirons  of  this  Town,  set  off 
for  Frankston  last  Saturday,  and  it  seems  were  discovered  by  Indians 
within  ten  Miles  of  that  place,  late  in  the  evening  of  the  Sunday 
following,  our  people  betook  themselves  to  the  Mountain  and  having 
travelled  all  night,  got  in  to  that  Garrison  on  Monday  morning  by 
break  of  Day,  and  on  their  return  they  saw  where  the  Indians  took 
their  way  into  the  Inhabitants,  Those  are  thought  by  the  most 
Intelligent  People,  to  bo  spies  belonging  to  a  large  party  who  may 
make  a  Descent  into  the  Inhabitance  some  Time  this  Moon. 
I  am  Sir, 

with  all  due  respect 

your  Excellency's 
most  obcd'  serv^, 

BARNARD  DOUGHERTY. 
June  13th,  1782. 

P.  S.  This  Express  was  one  of  the  Scout  with  Cap.  McCall,  we 
have  Confidence  in  him  and  are  satisfied  he  will  be  careful  in 
bringing  up  whatever  Money  will  be  sent  by  the  Honourable 
Council. 

Directed^ 

His  Bxoellency,  William  Moore,  Esquire,  President  of  the 
SapDsme  fixaoutive  Council,  Philadelphia. 
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Francis  Hopkivson  ^o  Pabs.  Moorb,  1782^ 

To  his  Excellency  the  President  and  H^orable^  the  supreme  Exe- 

oatiye  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsjlyania. 
Qentlemeu, 

Agreeably  to  a  Tote  of  the  Honorable  House  of  Assembly  passed 
on  the  13th  day  of  March^  last,  I  enclose  a  certified  account  of  all 
the  Fees  received  by  me  as  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty  since 
the  said  13th  of  March,  amounting  to  £48  8  and  I  pray  your  Hon- 
ours tOrgrant  me  an  Order  on  the  Treasury  for  Seventy-Six  Pounds, 
Twelve  Shillings,  being  the  Ballance  of  one  Quarters  Salary  due 
.this  Day,  by  virtue  of  the  said  vote. 
I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

with  all  due  Respect 

Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient 
k  very  humble  servant, 

FRA'S  H0PKIN80N. 
Pbilad*,  June  13th,  1782. 
DirectX, — ^To  His  Excellency  President  Moore^  in  CounoS. 

Fees  reeetved  by  the  Honourable  Francis  Hopkinson  EsquirOi 

Judge  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty  of  Pennsylvania. 
Aprn,  1782. 

4,  Warrant    of    Survey  of    Ship  St.    James,  Thomas 

Truxon,  Commander.  •         .        .  .     £1  10 

22,  Warrant  of  Survey  of  Cargo  saved  out  of  the  Brigan- 

tine  Trbtram  Shandy,  Capt.  Williams,  stranded.  1  10 

"    Warrant  of  Survey  of  Cargo  saved  out  of  Schooner  . 

Nancy,  Philip  Brown  Master,  stranded.        .         .     '  1  10 
30,  Fees  on  Discharge  of  Captain  Josiah  Crane      .         .28 
May, 
1,    Fees  on  Writ  to  settle  Contribution  &  Average  Loss  on 

C(^rgo  of  Brig  Tristram  Shandy.  .         .         .        1  10 

[3,   Stipulation  Josiah   Hewes  &  al — (George  Oibbs,  vs. 

the  Brig  two  Friends,  on  appeal  of  Owners.  .  8 

10,  Fees  in  the  Cause  of  Oeorge  Oibbs,  vs.  the  Brigantioe 
Two  Friends,   £13,   from   which  deduct  £8  8  to 
which  the  Judges  Fees  in  this  cause  due  before  13th 
March  last,  amounted  and  there  remains  a  Bal- 
lance to  be  accounted  for  here  of  £4  12.      .         .       4  12 
21,  Fees  in  Cause  Joshi^  Barney  vs.  the  Ship  Monk.    .     20 
<<    Fees  in  the  Cause  joshua  Barney,  vs.  the  Schooner 
Hook  'em  Snevy.  ....•••     3 
June, 
'   6,   Fees  in  the  Cause  Roger  Eean  vs.  Sohoone  'Recovery.   12 

£A&% 
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I  do  hereby  eertify  the  abore  to  be  an  ezaoi  Amomit  of  all  the 
Fees  reeeived  by  the  Jud§9  of  the  Admiralty  sinoe  the  13th  Daay  of 
March  last 

Philadelphia,  Jane  13th,  1781. 

JAMES  BEAD,  Begiaier. 


Wm.  Scott  to  Pbes.  Moors,  1782. 

York,  Jane  15th,  1^2. 
Sir, 

On  Sunday  last  I  receiyed  the  order  of  Council  of  the  23'*  May; 
and  agreeable  to  the  directions  therein  oontained|  haye  ordered  one- 
half  of  the  light  Horse  and  four  Classes  of  the  Militia  of  York  oonnty 
to  bold,  tbemselyes  in  readiness  to  march  at  the  shortest  notice. 

I  haye  also  taken  an  account  of  the  Publick  Arms  at  this  place 
and  find  sixty-eight  musquets  fit  for  seryice;  &  thirty-eight  aoit; 
which  I  haye  ordered  to  be  immediately  repaired,  and  the  GoUHunitha 
inform  me  that  they  will  be  all  finished  in  a  few  days. 

I  herewith  send  the  Proceedings  of  a  Court  Marshall  for  the  tryal 
of  Sundrie  offioers  of  the  Militia  who  were  charged  wkh  diyeA 
offences.  Reqaesting  your  Exoellencys  opinion  of  said  Proeaeding 
and  if  aproyed  of  that  Council  would  pleas  to  inform  as  ao  that  the 
Judgment  of  the  said  Court  may  be  executed. 

I  am  sir^  with  due  xespeot, 
your  Excellency's 

most  Obedient  humble  sery*. 

W-  SCOTT. 

Directed^ 
His  Excellency,  William  Moore,  Esquire,  President  in  CoonoiL 


DoBSBY  Pemtbcost  TO  Pbes.  Moobb,  1782. 

Washington  County,  June  17th,  1782. 
D'  Sir, 

By  a  person  who  is  now  here^  on  his  way  to  the  head  of  Elk,  I 
haye  Just  time  to  tell  you  that  on  the  25th  of  last  month  478,  some 
say  488  men,  mounted  on  Horses,  set  out  under  the  Command  of 
Col.  Crawford,  for  St.  Duskie,  they  wer%  discoyered  at  the  Musk- 
ingum, &  from  there,  all  the  way  out,  Spies  was  keep  on  them ;  the 
St.  Duskie  people  collected  the  Shawnese  &  tbe  Light  dragoons  from 
the  British  posts,  between  St.  Duskie  and  the  post  at  De  Trouil| 
they  attacked  our  people  in  the  plains  of  St.  Duskie,  near  the  St. 
Duskie  Hiyer,  on  Tuesday  was  a  week  last,  the  battle  continued 
two  dayS;  the  first  day  was  yery  dose  and  hot  work,  the  seoond  day 
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was  at  long  shot  only*  On  the  night  of  ihe  2d  day  onr  people 
retreated,  &  the  Indians  broke  in  on  them  in  the  retreat  &  routed 
them ;  however,  about  two  Hundred  stuck  together  &  brought  off 
all  the  wounded,  except  three,  which  was  left  on  the  ground.  The 
next  day  the  Indians  attacked  our  people  in  the  reare,  but  was 
repulsed  with  Considerable  Loss  on  their  side ;  they  then  pursued 
their  retreat  with  Success  &  unmolested,  to  the  Ohio.  I  mot  the 
men  at  ihr  Mingo  Bottom  last  Wednesday,  about  thirty-five  miles 
from  my  Hoa«  ^,  &  Collected  the  Information  I  send  you. 

There  is  about  20  wounded  (few  dangerous)  and  about  half  that 
Number  killed,  there  is  a  good  many  missing,  amongst  which  is  Col. 
Crawford,  and  a  number  of  other  valuable  men,  but  as  the  Scattered 
party's  are  Coming  in  daily,  I  have  Hopes  of  them.  As  the  people 
was  much  Confused  when  I  met  them,  I  could  not  get  that  Informa- 
tion requisite,  what  little  I  got  was  from  Maj.  Ross,  Aid  Be  Campt 
to  General  Irwin,  &  who  went  Aid  to  Col.  Crawford,  &  I  hope  the 
General  will  give  you  a  particular  account,  as  he  will  receive  it  from 
the  M^jor.  T  am  told  that  the  Indians  were  much  superior  to  our 
people,  and  that  in  the  Engagement  they  Suffered  greatly,  and  that 
Col.  Cfrawfoird  Strongly  recommended  to  return,  before  they  got  to 
ihe  Town,  alleging  that  our  people  were  too  weak,  as  the  Indians 
had  Early  Intelligence  of  their  Coming,  but  was  overruled  By  the 
rest  of  the  Officers. 

]  I  was  told  last  Night  by  a  Gen.  from  Beason  Town  that  Mr.  Mo 
Lean  was  not  met  by  a  Commissioner  from  Virg*  to  run  the  Line, 
and  that  he  was  not  suffered  to  proceed  by  himself;  a  Large  party 
had  collected  to  oppose  him.  Mr.  McLean  lives  a  great  distance 
from  me  so  that  I  don't  expect  to  see  him  soon,  but  hope  he  will* 
give  Council  as  Early  and  as  true  a  state  of  Business  as  possible. 

I  hear  great  murmurings  about  the  Tax  &  many  proceeds  to 
threats,  our  Situation  here  is  truly  Critical  &  Alarming,  and  I  am 
sorry  I  have  not  better  news  to  Communicate. 

I  will  thank  your  Excellency  for  the  News  to  the  Eastward,  when 
opportunity  serves,  and  have  the  honi^  to  be,  with  perfect  Esteem^ 
T'  Excel'"  most  ob*  &  very  H.  Serv., 

BORSEY  PENTECOST. 

His  Exoell'',  W-  Moore,  Esq. 

Pres.  Moore  to  Bernard  DonanERxr,  1782. 

In  Council, 
'-'  Philad-,  June  18, 1782. 

Sir, 

Your  letter  of  the  13th  instant*  came  to  hand  and  was  this  day 
read  in  Council. 

The  Counoil  advert  to  the  close  of  the  first  paragraph,  where  you 
olMicnre  that  you  "  have  no  more  to  say,  seeing  every  avenue  capable 

*  See  page  r)58. 
24* 
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<'  of  alleviating  your  distress  is  closed/'  and  as  !t  may  be  oonrtriied 
an  indirect  charge  of  some  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  Coanoit 
whefcby  those  avenues  had  been  closed^  they  think  it  necessary  and 
proper  to  remind  you^  that  so  early  as  November  last  the  Couaei! 
expressed  to  the  General  Assembly^  of  which  you  have  the  honor  to 
be  a  member,  the  pain  they  felt  for  the  sufferings  of  the  distressed 
families  exposed  on  the  frontiers,  and  the  conGdenoe  they  had  that 
the  house  would  provide  properly  for  them.  You  know  the  sitoatioii 
in  which  the  business  was  left  by  the  house,  and  yon  have  been  in* 
formed  of  the  measures  taken  by  the  Council  to  render  effectual  th^ 
means  provided  by  the  General  Assembly  for  the  defence'of  the  frod^ 
tiers,  and  that  those  measures  had  failed  of  any  good  effect.  We  there- 
fore think  you  cannot  really  have  the  most  distant  idea  of  any  neglect 
on  the  part  of  the  Council :  Yon  know  the  Council  cannot  create 
money.  Far  from  unconcern  or  neglect^  the  Council  have  even 
exceeded  strict  propriety  in  appropriating  monies  intended  for  other 
purposes  to  their  cTefence,  and  drawn  an  order  on  yOn  as  treasurer 
of  the  county,  for  that  purpose.  Yon  inform  us  that  yon  have  not 
a  penny:  the  Council  can  only  lament  that  your  county  have  so  long 
omitted  to  raise  any  money,  which,  however,  they  conceive  yon 
must  be  sensible  is  one  great  cause  of  your  distresses,  so  far  as  they 
arise  from  the  want  of  money,  and  we  would  fain  hope  that  the 
county  will  from  thence  be  induced  immediately  to  exert  itself  in 
raising  their  taxes,  and  thereby  enable  the  Council  to  apply  it  in 
such  manner  as  the  exigencies  of  the  times  may  require.  Wc  cannot 
say  less  on  the  present  occasion  than  this,  that  unless  monies  are 
raised,  the  State  cannot  he  defended. 

As  to  sending  you  further  supplies  of  money,  other  than  accord- 
ing to  contract,  upon  your  producing  the  monthly  returns  duly 
certified,  vou  have  not,  we  conceive^  a  right  to  demand  it.  Yet  the 
Council,  from  their  anxiety  for  the  safety  of  the  frontiers,  gave  you 
the  order  on  the  county  treasury,  and  they  have  now  such  strong 
feelings  for  tho  distresses  of  those  exposed  citisens,  as  to  send  here- 
with an  order  on  the  treasurer  of  the  County  of  Berks  for  the  sum 
of  one  thousand  pounds,  which  is  the  most  that  is  in  tho  power  of 
Council  to  do,  as  the  State  treasury  is  actually  entirely  empty,  and 
but  little  prospect  of  money  coming  in  sufficient  to  de&ay  the 
unavoidable  expences  of  government. 

You  will  see  bv  the  public  papers  and  also  from  a  notice  to  be 
sent  you  by  the  sheriff  of  vour  county,  that  the  Council  have  been 
nnder  the  necessity  of  oalbng  the  General  Assembly  to  meet  here 
on  the  first  of  August,  occasioned  by  our  want  of  money.'*' 

From  this  state  of  things  you  will  be  convinced  that  von  mnst  be 
very  cautious  in  issuing  a  ration  beyond  what  is  absolutely  necessary. 
Indeed  we  are  surprised  to  hear  of  so  great  a  number  of  rations 
being  issued.     The  circumstance  of  McCall's  party  retiring  on 

*  See  Col.  ILw.,  Yo\.  Hll.,  i^.  807-8. 
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iedtog'ft  number  of  IndiatiB^  we  aro  willing  to  aiippose  wm  jnsttfed  bj 
dreiimslaocei  wbicb  700  have  not  mentioned,  and  Ihiaf  a  propei' 
spirit  of  bravery  will  be  sbewn  by  a  vigorous  attack  on  the  savaged 
wherever  they  maj  be  found :  For  in  this  spirit  we  are  eonvinoid, 
the  safety  of  the  frontiers  moat  greatly  depend,  and  by  whieh  alona 
their  parties  can  be  justly  chastised- 

The  Vice  President  has  laid  before  the  board  your  letter  to  him 
dated  June  3rd,  and  it  is  the'  o^iinion  of  Council  that  they  have 
nothing  to  do  with  the  rations  or  pay  of  the  Light  horse  employed 
ill  eseorting  |NrovisionaH-«nd  as  t^  the  kinds  of  lAtiobs,  they  are  ex- 
Itressed  in  the  contcaet,  and  the  Oouneil  eannot  know  of  any  other-— 
the  proper  officers  expressed  in  the  contract  mu^l  sign  the. returns— 
no  fatigue  liquor  can  be  allowed.  As  to  the  wheat  &  rye  you  men- 
lion,  it  seems  to  be  be9t  .£qc  you  to  obtain  it,  and  the  expenoe 
attending  the  carriage  #ill  be  considered  hereafter  and  settled  on 
fiir  &  equitable  principles,  judging  from  the  circumstances  of  the 
ease — the  provisions  you  have  agr^  to  issue  dear  of  all  expeoce 
to  the  State,  and  therefore  the  issuing  Commissary  oAniiot' be  allowed 
rations  from  the  State. 

I  am  Sir,  with  due  regard, 

your  most  obedient  servant. 

Note. — This  letter  will  be  handed  to  your  express  thi^  evening, 
agreeably  to  your  desire  of  his  being  despatched  as  soon  as  possible. 

Directed, 

To  Bernard  Dougherty,  Esqr. 


MiSOTJSS  OF  A  MsBTINa  IN  WESTMORELAND  COUKTT,  1782. 

Agreeable  to  Publick  notice  given  by  Coll.  Hays  to  the  Principal 
Inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Westmoreland  to  meet  at  Cap*  John 
MoClellen's,  on  the  18th  Day  of  June,  1781. 

And  Whereas  there  was  a  number  of  the  Principal  people  met  on 
8'  Day,  and  unanimously  chose  Johu  Proctor,  John  Pomroy,  Charles 
Cambell,  SamL  Moorhead,  James  Barr,  Charles  Foreman,  Isaao 
Mason,  James  Smith  and  Hugh  Martain,  a  Committee  to  Enter  into 
resolveefor  the  Defence  of  our  frontiers,  as  they  were  informed  by 
Chris*  Hays,  Esqr.,  that  their  proceediogs  would  be  approv*  of  by 
Council. 

let  Reeolv%  that  a  Campaign  be  carried  on  with  Oenl.  Clark. 

2d  Resolv',  that  Genl.  Clark  be  furnished  with  800  men  out  of 
Pomroy's,  Beard's  and  Davises  Battalion. 

Bdly,  Resolved,  that  Coll.  Arofa<  Loohry  givea  Qids»\i^  ^  ^^S^s^ 
to  raise  their  quota  by  Yohmteera  Or  DrangKU 
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4tUy,  ReBQiv'y  ihai  ;^6  be  ftdvAnoed  to  eTory  voUoBtier  tbat 
marohes  andar  the  oommand  of  Gknl.  Clark  on  the  propott^  Cmb- 
paign.     . 

5th,  And  for  the  forther  Inoonragement  of  Yolantienii  thmt  gma 
be  raised  by  anbeeription  by  the  Different  Companies. 

6thly9  that  ColL  Lochry  oondl  with  the  Offioen  of  Yirsinia  re- 
speoting  the  manner  of  Draughting  those  that  aaaoeiatein  tomt  State 
and  others. 

7th,  Resolved,  that  Coll.  Loehry  meet  Oenl.  Clark  and  other  ofil- 
eers,  and  Coll.  Crawford^  on  the  28'  Inst.,  to  eonfer  with  them  tlM 
day  of  Rendezvonse. 

Sign*  by  or*'  of  Committee, 

JOHN  PEQCTOB,  Free*.* 


PUKSt  OF  COKGaESS  TO  P&B8.  MOOBB,  1782. 

Philadelphia,  June  19th^  1782. 
Sir, 

Inclosed  yonr  Ezcellenoy  will  receive  an  act  of  Congress  of  this 
date,  requesting  the  States  of  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvaniai  DelawarSi 
and  Maryland  to  pursue  the  most  likely  measure  for  recovering  the 
mail,  of  which  the  southern  post  was  robbed  on  Sunday,  the  I6thj 
within  five  miles  of  Harford,  in  the  State  of  Maryland. 
With  sentiments  of  esteem  &  regard, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

your  Excellency's  most  h'ble  serv% 
JOHN  HANSON,  Prcsid«t 

His  Exoelleney,  President  of  the  State  of  Pensylvania. 


Resolution  of  Congress,  1782. 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled. 

June  19th,  1782. 
On  the  report  of  the  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of 
the  17th  from  E.  Hazard,  Post  Master  General,  informing  that  the 
southern  post  was  robbed  of  his  mail  on  Sunday,  the  16th,  within 
five  miles  of  Harford,  in  the  State  of  Maryland. 

*  This  paper  should  hare  been  printed  on  page  215— being  connected 
with  the  unfortniiate  expedition  of  Qenl.  Clark ;  see  page  468. 
t  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XIIL,  p.  811— proolamatioB,  &e. 
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,.  Besolved,  That  ihe  Exeontives  of  the  States  of  New  Jersey,  Pen- 
q^lvaQifty  Delaware  and  Maryland^  be  and  tbej  are  hereby  requested 
to  pursue  the  most  likely  measares  by  offering  proper  rewajrds,  at 
the  ezpenceof  the  United  States  &  otherwisoi  for  reoovering  the 
mail  and  bringing  the  robbers  to  due  punishment. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y. 

Col.  Richard  Bittlbr  to  Pbbs.  MoorE|  1782. 

Carlisle.  21st  Jane,  1782. 
Sir, 

I  find  myself  under  the  necessity  of  troubling  your  Excellency  k 
council  in  behalf  of  some  soldiers  who  were  prisoiiehi  el-  war,  & 
some  in  other  circumstances  such  as  an  furlough,  &c.,  at  the  time 
of  the  meeting  of  the  Penns*  line  k  have  since  gain'  and  claim  the 
nine  pounds  gratuity  allow*  i^  the  State  to  the  retained  spldiers. 

There  are  several  of  these  men  who  make  almost  daily  applica- 
tion A  I  am  certain  are  equally  intitled  to  it  with  those  who  rec*  it, 
but  have  it  not  in  my  power  to  sattisfy  them  therefore  take  the 
liberty  to  trouble  your  S^eellenoy  fttiouncil  on  thesubject  ia  full 
hope  you  will  give  proper  order  on  the  case  &  advise  ni,e  how  Lam. 
to  obtain  the  money  for  these  people. 

.  I  also  take  the  libcTty  to  mention  to  your  Excellency  tj^at  a 
i^nmber  of  the  officers  ft  soldiers  (who  have  not  speculated  on' their 
Certificates  but  had  confidence  in  the  justice  &  hon'  of  ihe  State  &. 
atill  retain  them,)  request  me  to  apply  to  your  Exeellepcy  &  OK^unoil 
far  directions  what  way  they  are  to  apply  for  the  Interest  due  oir 
|i)eir  certificates,  shall  hope  y'  Excellency's  ans'  p'  bearer  as  sof  n 
as  possible  as  the  Sum  though  small  will  give  them  great  relief.  X 
am  Sir  with  the  greatest  respect 

your  Excellency's  most  obedt.  and  Hbl.  st. 

RICH'D  BUTLER,  Col.  5th  P.  R. 
Directed, 

His  ExcelleBcy,  William  Moore,  Esquire,  Presd^  of  y*  SUte  of 
Penns*  in  Council,  Philada. 

Hon'd  by  Captn.  Christy. 


Pres.  op  Congress  to  Pres.  Moore,  1782. 

Circular. 

Philadelphia,  24th  Junb,  1782. 

Sir, 

Your  Excellency  will  receive  enclosed  herewith  a  copy  of  an  Act 
of  Congress  of  the  21st  inst.  recommending  to  the  several  States  to 
adopt  the  most  efficacious  measures  for  suppressing  all  traffic  and 
illicit  intercourse  with  the  enemies  of  the  UuitAd  &\a\a«. 


502  PRNNStLVANIA  ARCHIVES  1788.^ 

'.  The  iDJurloos  oonseqaences,  which  mast  necesBarily  remiU  from 
the  oodtldoaboe  of  such  an  infamous  prtotice,  are  manifest  to  eVerr 
disinterested  Citiien,  and  so  seriousty  alfeot  our  prosperity  and  wel- 
fare as  to  require  the  immediate  interposition  and  unremitted  atten- 
tion of  yoi\r  Excellency  and  the  Legislature  of  your  State. 
'  I  have  the  hondr  to  be, 

with  great  respect  Sir. 

your  Eioelleocy's 

obed.  &  very  humb.  Sort, 

JOHN  HANSON,  Presidt.* 
DirecteJ, 
His  E^eUenoy,  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Gov.  HAKBtSON  0]P  YlRaiNIA  TO  PRBS.  HOORB,  1782. 

Yhg^  Oouncil  chamber,  June  29th,  1782. 
Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  inclose  you  a  resolution  of  the  Aflsembly 
of  this  state  directing  the  runtiing  a  tiftmporary  boundary  lino 
between  this  state  and  yours.  I  am  ready  to.oomt>]y  wi&  the 
oontents  of  it,  at  any  time  you  please,  allowing  me  a  sufficiency  to 
give  the  necessary  orders  for  guards,  &c*.,  the  most  proper  time  I 
am  informM  will  be  in  Oct'  or  Nov  you'l  please  to  let  me  know 
your  desires  on  this  subject  as  soon  as  possible,  and  proper  orders 
iAiall  be  given.  I  wrote  you  to  this  effect  the  8th  of  this  month,  as 
I  have  r^  no  answer,  I  suppose  the  letter  was  carried  o£f  when  the 
mail  was  robbed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  great  respect  your  Excellency's 

most  obcdt.  Humble  sert, 

BENJ*  HARUISON. 


Resolution  op  House  of  Dblbgates  of  Virginia,  1782 

In  the  House  of  Delegates, 

Saturday  the  Ist  of  June,  1782. 
Resolved^.that  the  Governor  be  empowered  and  required  to 
appoint  a  Surveyor  who  shall  with  such  person  or  persons  as  may 
be  appointed  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  extend  Mason  &  Dixon's 
Line  from  the  western  termination  thereof  23  miles  due  west  & 
Biark  thO'Sane  &  from  thence  to  run  and  mark  a  meridian  Line  to' 

»  See  Col,  Uto-,  Yol.  XIII  ^  ^.  ^15, 
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iVe  Ohio  river  to  answer  the  purj^ose  of  a  temporarj  bonnclary  and* 
that  the  OovetDor  do  order  out  suoh  a  number  of  the  Militia  as 
may  be  necessary  for  a  Guard  during  the  time  the  said  Surveyor 
shall  be  running  and  marking  the  said  liAe. 

Teste, 
JOHN  BECKLBY,  C.  H.  J>. 
1782,  June  6tb. 
Agreed  to  by  the  Senate. 

Will  Drew,  C.  S. 


Hon.  Joseph  Bbsd  to  Henbt  Osburkb,  1782. 

Tuesday  Mom.  June  26*^.  1782. 
Sir, 

I  have  just  received  your  Favour.  The  transient  view  I  had  of 
the  Queries  proposed  by  the  Delegates  &  which  I  returned  to  Mr. 
Bradford  does  not  enable  me  perfectly  to  recollect  them.  But  I 
think  they  imparted  an  Opinion  that  we  ouffht  not  to  press  fbr  an  im- 
mediate Procedure.  From  the  Conversation  I  had  with  some  Members 
of  Congress  I  find  they  are' very  averse  to  nominating  Men  &  think 
it  will  he  productive  of  greater  delay  than  to  assign  a  day  sufficient 
to  give  Notice  to  Connecticut  to  add  to  their  appointment  or  send 
back  Mr.  Boot.  Under  these  Circumstances  (&  with  the  approbation 
of  the  Council)  perhaps  it  may  be  advisable  to  assign  such  a  peremp- 
tory day,  say  at  2  4>r  3  Weeks  Distanoe,  ais  may  gratify  Con|res8 
&  at  the  same  Time  remove  all  Pretence  on  the  Part  of  Connecticut, 
But  I  shall  acquiesce  with  the  opinion  of  my  Colleagues  if  they  think 
we  ought  to  press  it  as  upon  the  Footing  of  a  non  appearance. 
I  am  Sir  with  much  Regard. 

Your  obed.  H'bble  Serv't. 

JOS.  REED. 

P.  S.  If  I  recollect  right  there  were  spme  other  Matters  in  the 
Paper  from  the  Delegates  worthy  of  our  attention. 
Directed y 

Henry  Osburnci  Esq. 


Thomas  Barclay  to  Prbs.  Moore,  1782. 

Sir,  ^  .  .       . ,. 

Before  my  departure  from  America  I  had  some  Conversation  with 
his  Ezcellenoy  M'  Read  on  the  subject  of  a  Loan  for  the  State  ot 
Pennsylvania  when  I  informed  him  that  I  would  at  all  times  have 
the  greatest  pleasure  in  being  usefuU  to  that  State.  In  Go\i«»Q^^\i^ 
of  thb  Conversation,  I  some  time  ago  af^fUo^  \a1&»«sS^  ^vS^s^a&V. 
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Jacob  Van  Staphnrst  of  this  City,  h|io  I  thought  were  as  fit  penons 
as  any  here  to  Negotiate  a  Transactioa  of  this  kiad|  and  I  desired 
them  to  eive  me  their  opinion  in  writing  whether  such  a  loan  was 
practicable  and  the  Terms  npon  which  it  muht  be  executed.  Their 
answer  was,  that  they  could  give  me  no  belter  Information  than 
what  was  Contained  in  two  Letters  which  they  had  written  to  Mr. 
Searle,*  and  Copies  of  those  two  letters  they  put  into  my  hands  in 
i  order  that  they  might  be  Communicated  to  you  in  case  of  any  aomdent 
happening  to  M'  Searle. 

I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  them,  and  to  renew  my  wishes  of  being 
serviceable  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  if  you  should  have  occasion 
for  my  assistance  I  beg  you  will  Command  me,  and  every  thing  in 
my  power  shall  be  done  here  by  letter,  or  in  person,  as  will  appear 
most  necessary,  and  either  as  a  principal  in  the  Business  or  in  aiding 
and  assisting  any  person  you  Employ.  f^^^ 

M'  Searle  happened  to  be  here  at  a  time  when  the  negotiation  of 
a  loan  was  absolutely  impracticable.  At  present  I  have  some  doubts 
whether  it  would  be  very  easy  to  do  it,  but  on  the  whole  I  incline  to 
tbink  some  thing  might  be  Effected. 

Mr.  Jay  was  at  Bordeaux  the  15^  Instant  on  his  way  to  Paris. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient 

and  most  humble  serviani. 

THO  BARCLAY. 
Amsterdam,  27^  Jane,  1782. 

Directedj 

His  Excellency,  William  Moore,  Esq.,  President  of  the  State  of 
Pensylvania. 

Alexander  McClean  to  Pres.  Moore,  1782. 

Coll*  Cooks,  on  my  way  from  Pittsburgh,  27*'  June,  1782. 
Sir, 

To  my  great  Mprtification|  I  am  lead  to  inform  you,  that  afler 
every  effort  which  prudence  might  dictate,  I  am  again  prevented 
from  Running  the  Line.  The  Circumstances,  I  presume,  you  will 
be  anxious  to  know ; — they  are  as  follows,  Viz. :  Shortly  after  my 
Beturn  from  Philadelphia,  an  expedition  was  formed  against  San- 
dusky by  the  Yolunteeis  of  both  Counties,  which  drew  off  a  great 
Number  of  the  Militia  and  Arms. 

The  Situation  of  Washington  County  was  very  distressing  to  appear- 
ance. I  thought  it  not  prudent  to  call  any  part  of  the  Guard /rom 
thence,  altho'  Impowered  so  to  do.  The  Lieut,  of  the  Coul&ty  of 
Westmoreland  furnished  me  with  a  guard  of  one  hundred  and  upward, 
but  had  not  Arms  sufficient  to  supply  them ;  about  Seventy  were 


*  li^oi  found. 
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iinDed.  We  proeeeded  to  %he  M(ratb  of  Donkard  Greek,  wliere  our 
Stores  were  laid  in  on  the  tenth  day  of  June,  and  were  preparing  te 
Gross  the  River  that  Night,  when  a  partj  of  about  thirty  horsemen, 
Armed,  appeared  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  River,  Damning  ns  to 
come  over,  and  threatening  us  to  a  great  Degree ;  and  several  more 
were  seen  by  onr  Bullook  Onard,  which  we  had  sent  over  the  Riveri 
one  of  which  asked  them  if  they  would  Surrender  lo  be  taken  ai 
nrisoners,  with  other  Language  of  menacing ;  and  hearing  of  a  great 
Number  more  who  were  on  their  way  to  their  assistance,  We  held  A 
Council,  the  Result  of  which  was,  to  appoint  a  Gommittee  to  confer 
with  them  on  the  Causes  of  their  opposition  :  the  result  of  said 
Conference  you  will  see  enclosed.  This  Mob,  or  Banditti  of  Vil- 
lains, are  greatly  increased  since  the  supply  Bill  has  been  published 
amongst  them,  the  evU  Consequences  of  which,  I  am  informed,  has 
been  industriously  portrayed  by  a  Qentleman  lately  admitted  to  some 
of  the  honours  of  this  State ;  however  it  may  be,  it  is  now  become 
common  with  us,  which,  I  doubt  not,  in  due  time  will  be  laid  before 
you.  I  could  wish  to  be  understood,  yet  am  desirous  of  being  tender 
in  matters  of  such  Moment  as  that  of  Character.  In  short,  the  Cry 
against  Taxes  in  Speoie  is  general,  and  in  any  Mode,  by  a  Number 
of  those  who  formerly  adhered  to  Virginia,  and  they  think  the 
Running  of  the  Line  will  be  a  prelude  to,  and  increase  the  power  of 
Collecting  them ;  Together  witn  the  Idea  of  a  New  State,  which  is 
artfully  and  industriously  conveyed  (under  Coverture)  by  some  of 
the  Friends  of  that  State,  as  the  only  expedient  to  prevent  the  Run- 
ning of  the  Line.  I  have  also  to  inform  you,  that  I  have  the 
most  finished  assurance,  that. they  have  not  the  least  Desire 
to  Settle  the  Line  in  any  eauitable  manner,  for  the  Instructiont 
of  their  Commissioners  fir  they  have  appointed  any,)  will 
doubtless  direct  them  to  begin  at  the  End  of  Maryland,  which  is  not 
yet  ascertained,  neither  can  it  be  without  the  concurrence  of  tbat 
State,  which  I  am  fully  persuaded  was  thrown  in  as  a  barrier  to  keep 
the  Evil  day  the  further  off,  as  I  fell  into  Company  with  a  person  of 
great  Consequence  in  that  State,  on  mv  Way  from  Philadelphia,  who 
was  big  with  the  propriety  of  it,  and  Quoted  a  Gentleman  of  this 
Country  as  the  Autnor  of  it ;  Tet  it  would  be  out  of  Character  to  say, 
that  the  Executive  of  Virginia,  who  are  so  tender  of  Duplicity,  on 
any  occasion,  should  Wrap  their  Councils  in  Darkened  Language. 
I  think  it  would  be  much  to  their  honour  and  the  Interest  of  this 
State,  as  well  as  those  United,  if  their  Actions  could  be  brought  to 
Correspond  with  their  Declarations.  Col^  Hayes,  who  was  present 
on  Committee,  was  Zealous  to  proceed  against  all  opposition;  but  all 
to  no  purpose,  other  than  to  enrage  the  Mob  Still  more ;  they  pro^ 
ceeded  to  dare  us  to  trial  of  their  Resolution  and  intention.  I  have 
Just  now  been  with  General  Irwin,  who  is  well  disposed  to  render  every 
Service  in  his  power,  but  as  a  Continental  Officer  he  cannot  interfere 
without  instructions  for  that  purpose.  In  short,  every  measure  baa 
been  taken  that  might  be  thought  prudent*,  Wt  \a  tl^  y^t^^^N 
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there  obstinioj  ii  such,  that  they  never  will  Subnut  until  destmotum 
overtakes  them. 

I  have  therefore  to  Request  jou  will  devise  some  mode  that  it  maj  be 
acoomplished  speedily,  as  the  Enemies  of  this  State  are  daily  enoreaaing 
and  I  find  it  is  out  of  my  power,  unless  a  Commissioner  from  Vir- 
ginia shonld  appear,  to  proceed  without  open  War,  which,  if  you 
are  determined  upon,  you'll  please  to  give  me  instructions  agreeably, 
together  with  the  Necessary  Powers. — I  am  just  now  informed  that 
a  meeting  of  some  of  the  former  Subjeots'of  Virginia  has  been  lately 
Requested,  to  choose  Officers  to  Resume  the  Government  in  this 
place,  the  Result  of  which  I  am  not  able  to  inform  you. 
I  am,  Sir,  with  great  Respect,  -r 

your  most  Obedient 

and  Very  Humble  Ser*, 

ALEXANDER  McLEAN. 
W"  Moore,  Esq'. 


Minutes  accompanying  thb  PRBCSDiNa,  1782. 

Mouth  of  Dnnkard  Greek,  June  10%  1782. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Commissioners  on  the  Part  of  Pennsylvania, 
the  10*^  Day  of  June,  one  Thousand  Seven  Hundred  and  Eighty 
Two. 

Present,  Alexander  McCIean,  Esjq',  1  Gommaf  for  Running  the 
&  Samuel  McClean,  Assist*  Surveyor,  J  Line. 

With  the  Several  Drafts  of  the  Militia  of  the  3«  &  4>^  Battalions 
of  Westmoreland  County,  under  the  Command  of  Col.  Benjamin 
Davis,  &c. 

When  a  number  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Washington  County,  hold- 
ing themselves  yet  under  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  State  of  Virginia, 
appeared  in  Opposition  to  us  under  Arms.  And  as  the  meeting  of 
Parties  in  Such  Cases,  Inragcd  with  Passion,  are  frequently  attended 
Evil  Consequences,  it  was  thought  Proper  to  appoint  a  Committee 
to  Confer  on  the  Causes  or  Reasons  of  said  Opposition ;  on  which, 
Henry  Vanmcter,  Jesse  Pigman  and  George  Newland,  of  the  Oppo- 
site Partie,  were  appointed  a  Committee  to  Confer  with  us ;  and 
Christopher  Hayes,  Henry  Reason  and  Alexander  McClean,  a  Com- 
mittee on  behalf  of  Pennsylvania. 

After  Producing  the  Several  Papers  and  Instructions,  Together 
with  Correspondent  Letters  of  the  Council  of  Virginia,  The  said 
Committee  on  the  Part  of  Virginia  Refuse  to  Concur  with  tho  Com- 
mittee of  Pennsylvania  in  the  Measure,  untill  finally  Determined  or 
Proclaimed  to  be  agreeable  to  the  State  of  Virginia,  other  than 
through  foroeable  or  Dangerous  Measures,  Which  might  be  attended 
with  Consequences  truly  Evil. 
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In  Wiineas  that  it  is  the  fall  Intention  of  the  Party  we  represenl. 
We,  as  a  Oommitteei  do  Sign  onr  Names  for  them  the  Daj  and  jear 
aforesaid. 

HENRY  VANMETER, 
JESSE  PIOMAN, 
GEORGE  NEWLAND. 
True  Goppy. 

K  COOK. 


F,  HoPKiNSON  TO  Council,  1782, 

To  His  Ezoellenoy  the  President  ft  Hononrable  the  snpreme 
Executive  Council  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
Gentlemen, 

^  I  did  myself  the  Hononrto  transmit  to  yon  on  the  18th  Instant* 
an  account  of  Fees  received  by  me  as  Judge  Of  the  Court  of  ad- 
miralty since  the  13th,  of  March  last,  &  pray'd  an  order  on  the 
Treasury  for  £76,  12,  being  the  Ballance  due  for  one  Quarters 
Salary,  agreeable  to  a  Resolve  of  the  Honourable  House  of  assembly 
passed  the  said  13th  of  March.  To  this  application  I  have  received 
no  defioitive  answer,  but  it  hath  been  suggestad  to  me  verbally  that 
Ho  Settlement  can  be  made  with  me  till  the  Close  of  the  year  vis. 
the  13th  of  March  next  for  this  Reason  because  it  is  possible  that 
I  may  receive  in  some  one  Quarter  more  then  £500  in  Fees  in 
which  Case  the  Council  could  not  compel  me  to  refund  any  Salary 
that  may  have  been  paid  me  in  a  preceeding  Quarter,  which  would 
be  an  Injury  to  the  State  ft  oontrary  to  the  Intentions  of  tEe  House 
of  Assembly. 

My  Respect  for  your  Honours  will  not  permit  me  to  say  what  I 
tbink  of  such  an  apprehension  in  the  present  situation  of  this  Port 
ft  of  our  maritime  affairs  in  general.  To  obviate  the  objection,  how- 
ever lam  ready  to  give  your  Honours  any  reasonable  security,  that  in 
Case  such  an  improbable  Event  should  really  happen  I  will  refund  any 
sum  or  Sums  of  money  I  may  have  received  from  the  Treasury 
exceeding  the  Intention  of  the  said  Resolve. 

I  beg  bave  to  represent  to  your  Honours  that  my  office  precludes 
me  from  pursuing  other  occupations  for  the  support  of  myself  and 
Family  and  since  I  accepted  the  Commission  additional  Duties 
have  been  annexed  to  it  viz.,  those  of  Judge  in  the  Courts  of  admiralty 
sessions  for  this  State,  ft  for  the  United  Sutes,  in  which  Departments 
no  Fees  whatever  are  allowed ;  and  of  Judge  in  the  high  Court  of 
Errors  and  appeals  with  the  inconsiderable  Reward  of  two  Bushels 
of  Wheat  for  every  Day  I  shall  personally  attend  the  Business  of 
the  said  Court.  My  Fees  as  Judge  of  the  Court  of  admiralty  I  have 
received  subject  to  every  Stage  of  the  Depreciation  of  Paper  Cur- 
rency, nor  hath  my  office  notwithstanding  its  Rank  and  Importance 

*  See  Page  &66. 
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been  anr  Expenoe  to  the  Treasnrj  since  I  haire  had  the  JSfoiioiir  to 
fill  it.  These  Circumstauces  were  laid  before  the  Hoose  of  AaeeniUji 
who  taking  the  same  into  Consideration  &  also  reeolleotiDg  that  ny 
Predecessor  had  drawn  from  the  Treasury  a  Salary  of  £{M)0  f 
annum  exclusiye-of  the  Fees  of  office,  which  he  enjoyed  in  unde- 

Sreciated  money,  was  pleased  to  pass  the  Resolve  of  the  13th  of 
larch  without  a  dissenting  yoioe ;  and  their  can,  in  mj  oj^nion,  be 
no  reasonable  Doubt  but  that  their  Intention  was  that  1  ahoold  draw 
the  Sakry  granted  me  Quarterfy ;  as  Salaries  generally,  I  may  ny 
universally,  are  drawn.  Had  it  been  otherwisoi  the  House  wonld 
have  been  careful  to  counteract  the  stated  Custom  by  exprenly 
declaring  that  I  was  to  be  settled  with  at  the  Close  of  the  year  mud 
not  he/ore. 

I  beg  your  Hononrs  would  also  consider  that  I  am  rated  for  tbU 
Salary  in  the  Commissioners  Books  to  the  full  Extent,  ft  shall  be 
called  upon  for  the  Tax  assessed,  before  I  am  entitled  to  one  ahillhiff 
thereof,  according  to  the  present  opinion  of  your  Board.  WifE 
equal  Propriety,  with  equal  Justice,  might  I  be  taxed  for  an  BBtate 
in  Beversion  the  Profits  of  which  are  enjoyed  by  another.  It  wO 
also  follow  that  whenever  this  8alai;y  shall  be  extinguished,  or  bj 
any  Event  I  ma^  be  seperated  from  the  office,  I  shall  have  pad 
one  year's  Tax  m  advance  for  a  sum  of  money  which  I  never  received 
or  could  receive. 

I  flatter  myself  that  these  Beasons  together  with  the  Security  I 
now  offer  will  induce  your  Honours  to  do  me  that  Justice  which  it 
is  manifest  the  House  of  Assembly  intended  me.  But,  if  you  should 
Btill  be  apprehensive  that  my  Fees  as  Judge  of  the  admiralty  may 
in  some  one  Quarter  exceed  £500,  &  that  the  proffer'd  Security  is 
not  a  sufficient  Guard  against  the  Danger,  I  then  request  that  I  may 
be  indulged  with  a  written  answer  to  my  application  or  at  least  a 
certified  Copy  of  the  Determination  of  the  Boiurd  thereupon. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  great  Bespect  Gentlemen, 

Vour  most  obedient  and, 

very  humble  Servant. 

FBANS.  HOPKINSON. 
Philad.  June  29th,  1782. 


PROCBBDINa  OF  CONQRBSS— CONNECTICUT   ClAIM,    1782. 

The  United  States  in  Congress  assembled. 
Monday,  June  24th  1782. 
This  being  the  day  assigned  for  the  appearance  of  the  States  of 
Pennsylvania  &  Connecticut  by  their  lawful  agents  in  pursuance  of 
the  notice  transmitted  to  them  agreeably  to  the  resolutions  of  the 
14th  of  November  last. 
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The  SUte  of  Ponsylvania  •ppewred  bj  William  Bradford,  Joseph 
Beed^  James  Wilson  &  Jooathan  Dickinson  Sergeant  JSsqnirefi 
Counsellors  &  agents,  and  Henry  Osborne  Esqr.,  Solicitor,  who  pro- 
duced their  credentials  which  were  read — as  follows,  via.* 

Eliphalet  Djer,  Bsq',  laid  before  Congress  the  powers  of  Agency 
from  the  State  of  Connecticut  which  were  also  read  as  follows  via.f 

William  Samuel  Johnson  and  Jesse  Root  Esquires,  two  of  the 
Agents  mentioned  in  the  powers  of  Agency  did  not  appear. 

Only  one  of  the  Agents  for  Connecticut  appearing  a  motion  was 
Made  by  Mr.  Dyer^  seconded  by  Mr.  Huntington  that  farther  day 
be  giyen. 

Tuesday,  June  25th,  1782. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  called  for  by  the  State  of  Pensylvania 
io  proceed  on  the  business  respecting  the  difference  subsisting 
between  the  States  of  Pensylvania,  &  Connecticut,  a  motion  was 
taken  up  which  was  yesterday  made  by  Mr.  Lowell,  seconded  by 
Ur.  Osgood,  viz. 

**  That  in  all  disputes  &  differences  between  two  or  more  States 
oonceminff  boundary  jurisdiction  or  any  other  cause  whatever  under 
the  Consideration  of  Congress,  the  Delegates  representing  the  several 
differing  States,  ought  not  in  any  such  cases  to  sit  as  judges  in  any 
question  to  be  dedcbd  relative  to  such  dispute  or  difference.^' 

This  being  objected  to  in  point  of  order,  On  the  question  is  the 
notion  in  order. 

Passed  in  the  negative. 

Wednesday,  June  26tb,  1782. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  called  for  by  the  State  of  Pensylva- 
nia to  proceed  on  the, business  respecting  the  difference  subsisting 
between  the  States  of  Pensylvania  &  Connecticut — The  Agents 
William  Bradford,  James  Wilson  and  Jonathan  Dickinson  Ser- 
geant Esquires  Agents,  and  H.  Osborne  Esq'r,  Solicitor  for  Pen- 
sylvania, and  Mr.  Dyer  one  of  the  Agents  for  Connecticut  attended 
without  the  bar,  and  the  former  in  behalf  of  their  State  prayed  for 
the  following  order,  viz. 

"  That  the  State  of  Connecticut  not  having  appeared  by  their 
lawful  Agents  agreeably  to  the  resolution  of  the  14th  day  of 
November  last,  therefore  Congress  will  on  the  day  of 

next  proceed  to  nominate  three  persons  out  of  each  State,  in  order 
that  dde  proceedings  may  be  had  on  the  dispute  mentioned  in  the 
said  resolution  agreeably  to  the  9th  Article  of  the  Confederation.'' 

And  Mr.  Dyer  on  the  part  of  Connecticut  prayed  for  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  viz. 

*'  Col.  Root,  one  of  the  joint  Agents,  on  whom  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut depends  to  manage  this  eause  being  absent  from  Congress 

•  Not  found— see  noties  of  tb^  Ceauaindoa.  Col.  E«o.,  VoV.  :KSW.<k^.%\^ 
f  Notfoaod. 


670  PENNSTLYANIA  ARGHIVBS  1782. 

on  important  bnsiness  of  the  United  States,  Beaolved  that  all  pro- 
ceedings on  this  case  be  postponed  until  the  daj  of  July  iier^ 
by  whioh  time  Col.  Roots  return  may  be  expected/' 

Both  parties  agreed  that  the  blank  should  be  filled  with  the  25Ui 
or  26th  of  July.  Congress  took  the  motions  under  adyisefflent,  and 
the  parties  withdrew. 

Thursday  June  27th  1782. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  called  for  to  proceed  in  the  buainev 
of  the  diflfercnce  subsisting  between  the  States  of  Pennsylvania  t 
Connecticut,  the  Delegates  for  Connecticut  laid  before  Congress  an 
Instruction  from  their  Constituents  in  the  words,  following  via. 
'^  At  a  general  assembly  of  the  Qovemor  &  Company  of  the  State  of 
Connecticut  holden  at  Hartford  in  said  State  by  adjournment  on  the 
10th  day  of  January  anno.  Dom.  1782.  Resolved^  by  this  assembly 
that  the  Delegates  of  this  State  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
be  &  they  are  hereby  authorised  and  instructed  to  move  Congress  to 
postpone  the  appointment  of  Commissioners  to  hear  and  determioe 
the  case  respecting  the  lands  in  Controversy  between  the  State  of 
Pehsylvania  and  this  State  until  after  the  termination  of  the  present 
war,  because  that  sundry  papers  of  importance  in  the  case  are  in  the 
hands  of  Council  in  England  and  cannot  be  procured  daring  the 
war,  nor  is  it  convenient  for  the  States  to  direct  their  attention 
from  the  great  objects  of  the  war  to  attend  to  private  controversies." 

And  thereupon  moved  the  following  resolution. 

"  That  Congress  postpone  the  appointment  of  Commisioners  to 
hear  &  determine  the  Cause  respecting  the  lands  in  Controversy 
between  the  State  of  Pensylvania  &  the  State  of  Connecticat  nnUil 
after  the  determination  of  the  present  war.''    « 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Bland  Seconded  by  Mr.  Howell  to 
postpone  the  Consideration  of  this  motion,  and  on  the  question  for 
postponing  the  yeas  &  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Scott. 

New  Hampshire. — Mr.  Gilman,  Ay.  y  X 

Massachusetts. — Mr.  Osgood,  Ay.  )  . 

BIr.  Lowell,  Ay.  |  ^^• 

Rhode  Inland. — Mr.  Conell,  Ay.  )  -. 

Mr.  Howell,  Ay.  J  ^^' 

Connecticut. — Mr.  Huntini^ton,  No.    )  vr 
Mr.Dyor,No.   '  JNo 

New  York. — Mr.  Duane,  Ay.  1  * 

Mr.  Scott,  Ay.  J  ^^' 

.    New  Jersey.— Mr.  Clarke,  Ay.  '\ 

Mr.  Condict,  Ay.  f  Ay. 

Mr.  Witherspoon,  Ay.  ) 
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Pensjlvanuu — Mr.  Smith,  Ay.  'i 

Mr.  Clymer,  Ay.  v  Ay. 

Mr.  Wynkoop,  Ay.       J 

Delaware. — Mr.  McKeaD,  Ay. 
Mr.  Dickinson,  Ay. 
Mr.  Wharton,  Ay. 

Maryland. — >Mr.  Hanson,  Ay. 
Mr.  Wright,  Ay. 

Virginia. — Mr.  Madison,  Ay.         *) 

Mr.  Bland,  Ay.  IAj. 

Mr.  Lee,  Ay,  ) 

South  Carolina. — Mr.  Batlcdgo,  Ay. 

Mr.  Ramsay,  Ay.  I  . 

Mr.  Izard,  Ay.  f^^' 

Mr.  Middleton,  Ay. 

Georgia. — Mr.  Jones,  Ay. 
Mr.  Few,  Ay. 

So  it  was  resolvod  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Bland,  Seconded  by  Mr.  Howell. 

**  That  the  sense  of  the  House  be  taken  whether  the  reasons  for 
the  non-attendance  of  the  agents  from  Gonneoticut  yesterday  as* 
signed  by  the  honble.  E.  Dyer  be  sufficient.'' 

Friday  June  28thj  1782. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  called  for. 

Congress  resumed  the  Consideration  of  the  motion  made  yesterday 
which  was  amended  to  read. 

"  That  the  sense  of  Congress  be  taken  whether  sufficient  reasons 
have  been  shown  for  the  non-appearance  of  the  State  of  Gonneoti- 
cut by  its  lawful  agents.'' 

After  debate  the  determination  of  the  question  waa  postponed  by 
the  State  of  Rhode  Island. 

Monday  July  Ist  1782. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Witherspoon  Seconded  by  Mr.  Lowell. 

Resolved,  That  the  determination  of  the  question  which  was 
postponed  on  Friday  last  by  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  be  farther 
postponed. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

GEO.  BOND  Pepy.  Secy,  ' 
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Depositiok  ot  John  BoBiirsoir,  1782. 

WasDiDgton  County,  ss. 

Personallj  appeared  before  me,  the  Subscriber,  one  of  the  com* 
men  Wealth's  Jastices  of  the  Peace  for  said  County — John  Robin- 
son, and  being  duly  sworn,  deposeth  and  Sayeth — that  some  time  in 
May  last,  at  the  Meeting  House  of  the  Rev'  Mr.  McMillan,  a  large 
number  of  people  being  convened,  and  being  anxious  to  know  this 
County's  Quota  of  Tax^  &  in  what  manner  it  was  to  be  paid, 
addressed  themselves  to  Mr.  Penticoast,  member  of  Oouncil,  who 
was  present,  as  He  seemed  the  most  proper  person  to  inform  them, 
requesting  his  information,  to  w'^  He  answered  the  Tax  was  very 
large  and  only  to  be  paid  in  Oold  or  silver,  w^^  the  people  were  net 
able  to  do ;  a  Gentleman  present  answered  He  had  seen  Financier 
Gen^  Morris's  Letter  signifying  his  desire  for  the  good  of  the  In- 
habitants of  this  County  to  accept  Flour  in  Lieu  of  Specie  for  the 
Amount  of  Taxes,  to  w*"^  Mr.  Penticoast  replied  that  the  people 
might  pay  their  Taxes  in  Flour,  but  that  Bob.  Morris  knew  his 
own  Ends  by  so  doing  and  meant  only  to  serve  himself,  that  He 
would  receive  the  Flour  at  his  own  price  and  after  supplying  the 
Troops  here,  He  would  send  the  remainder  to  Orleans,  sell  it  to  the 
best  advantage  &  put  the  profits  in  his  own  pockett  That  the 
people  were  in  such  circumstances,  that  it  would  be  so  difficolti  ex- 
pensive, &  troublesome,  in  sending  wheat  to  different  Mills,  and 
adjusting  every  particular  person's  Quota  of  Tax,  that  it  would  be 
impossible  for  the  people  to  comply  therewith,  and  that  they  had 
thfee  choices,  two  of  w*"^  He  had  already  recited,  to  which  he  spoke 
largely,  or  thirdly  to  pay  none  at  all,  as  that  was  their  only  refuse, 
and  as  part  of  the  people  might  by  law  be  exempted,  the  remainder 
could  not  be  punished  by  law  should  they  stand  out  against  paying 
altogether,  and  that  He,  the  said  Mr.  Penteooast,  seemed  to  give  it 
as  his  opinion  and  advice  that  the  last  mentioned  manner  of  proceed- 
ing seemed  the  most  Eligible  for  them  in  their  present  Situation — 
And  further  this  deponent  saith  not. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  at  Washington,  this  20th  Day 


of  June,  1782 
MATTHEW  McCONNAL 


JOHN  ROBINSON. 


Deposition  of  Hugh  M.  BRECKBNRiDaB,  1782. 

Washington  County,  ss. 

Personally  appeakred  before  me,  the  subscriber,  one  of  the  common- 
wealth's Justices  of  the  Peace  for  said  County,  Hugh  M.  Bracken- 
ridge,  Esqr.,  being  summoned  to  give  evidence  with  regard  to  the 
ooodnot  of  JDorscy  Pentecoast,  Esqr.;  in  exciting  and  fomenting  the 
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present  distarbanoefl  in  the  County  of  Washington.  S&ith  that  he 
beard  Mr.  Penteooast,  on  his  return  from  Gonnii^il,  dedai^o  that  the 
line,  meaning  that  with  Virginia  and  this  Commonwealth,  would 
neyer  be  tubl^  and  that  this  Conntnr  never  woud  be  Pennsylvania  or 
Virginia,  but  a  new  State.  At  the  time  that  meetings  were  fre- 
quently held  in  the  County,  where  matters  of  a  seditious  nature 
were  proposed,  anonymous  notes  in  writing  were  oireulated  thro'  the 
County,  advertising  a  meeting  under  the  pretence  for  consulting 
measures  for  the  preservation  of  the  County,  which  notes  were  in 
Mr.  Pentecoast's  handwriting. 
On  oath  before  me  this  4th  day  of  July,  1782.' 
(Copy.)  JOHN  DOUGLASS. 


John  Hsnet  to  Pbes.  Moobs,  1782. 

As  I  have  not  the  Honour  to  be  personally  known  to  your  Excel* 
]eney»  I  presume  the  inclosed,  which  I  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving 
the  day  before  my  departure  from  Jamaica,  from  a  gentleman 
whose  attachment  to  the  cause  of  America  (tho'  resident  among 
the  British)  is  I  dare  say  toOr  well  known  to  your  Excellency  to 
need  mentioning ;  will  explain  who  I  am,  and  my  business  on  the 
Continent;  at  tne  same  time  ^ve  me  leave  to  observe  that  our 
leaving  America  was  at  the  particular  request  of  the  Hon^  the  Con- 
gress, so  early  as  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1774,  on  which  iccount 
the  HonV  the  Legislation  of  the  State.of  Maryland,  soft  three  weeks 
ago  pas'd  an  Act  in  our  favour,  and  which,  when  happier  times 
arrive  I  flatter  myself  will  have  some  weight  in  this  State  on  a 
similar  occasion.  I  find  our  Theatre  here  entirely  out  of  repair, 
and  a  debt  for  Qround  rent  and  taxes  incurred  to  the  Amount  of 
£174  7  6.  I  learn  also  that  it  has  been  used  for  seme  time  byjper-' 
nUMri&n  for  the  Exhibition  of  a  Wire  dancer,  on  this  account  I 
presume  to  address  your  Excellency  for  Permission,  /or  one  Night 
an^j  to  deliver  a  Lecture  on  Ecadt^  for  the  purpose  of  payic^  the 
above  debt  incurred  since  our  Banishment^  the  nature  of  which,  I 
dare  say,  will  have  weight  with  your  Excellency  in  granting  me  this 
ftiVour,  particularly  as  I  venture  to  affirm,  that  the  American 
Company,  f^  which  title,  (to  this  hour  preserved,)  Uiey  have 
Btdiered  no  small  perseculion,  are  as  firmly  attached  to  the  Country 
(tho'  absent  by  Command)  as  any  residents  in  it.''' 

I  shall  do  myself  the  Honour  to  morrow  of  paying  my  personal 
Respects  to  your  Excellency,  assuring  you  that  I  am  with  the 
greatest  Bespect| 

your  Exeellency's 

most  devoted,  very  Hble  ServS 

JOHJS  HENRY. 

July  1st,  1782. 
Directed, — His  Exc'y,  —  Moore,  Esqr. 

•  See  Col.  Rec..  Vol  XIIL,  p.  824.— :K61  fEcasiV^. 
Vox.  IX,— 25 
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Oapt.  Albx'b  Arbuthnot  to  William  HiorRt,  1782. 

LanoaBieTi  2d  Jnljj  1782. 
Sir, 

As  I  nndentand  that  you,  by  an  Order  from  the  Supreme  Coancil 
of  Pensylvania,  have  seised  upon  all  the  Goods,  &o.,  that  remained 
ia  Mr.  Taylor's  store,  I  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  the  Wine  is 
not  his  property  bat  aotnalTy  purchased  for  the  Officers  &  sick  Sol* 
diers,  the  reason  why  it  was  left  in  Mr.  Taylor's  Cellar  is  owing  to 
the  Officers  not  having  a  proper  convenience  at  their  Quarters,  and 
they  took  it  out  as  it  was  wanted  for  use.  I  therefore  hope  you  will 
order  it  to  be  given  up. 

Whatever  has  been  the  Cause  for  taking  this  step,  it  certainly 
never  can  be  attributed  to  the  Officers,  and  I  must  think  it  hard 
indeed,  if  they  are  to  lose  any  of  their  private  property,  particularly 
under  the  sanction  of  Oeneltil  Washington's  Passport,  mentioiUDg 
Table  stores  in  which  wine  is  most  certainly  included. 
I  am,  Sir, 

your  most  obed'  humble  servant, 

ALEX'  ARBUTHNOT, 

Cap«  80th  Reg«.* 
IndoTKdf 
Read  in  Council,  July  5th,  1782. 

Dirccfedj 
Will"  Henry,  Esqr.,  Lancaster. 


^Memorial  of.  Prisoners  in  Clark's  Expedition,  1782. 

Sir, 

We  the  subscribers.  Inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Westmoreland, 
bog  leave  to  represent  to  your  Excellency  and  Council  that  we  had 
the  misfortune  to  be  made  prisoners  of  by  the  Indians  on  the  24th 
of  August  last  and  carried  to  Montreal,  and  there  kept  in  close  con- 
finement till  the  26th  of  May  last,  when  we^were  so  fortunate  aa  to 
male  our  escape,  and  after  a  long  and  fatigueing  march  through  the 
Wilderness,  we  got  to  this  City  yesterday  at  three  o'Clock.  As  we 
are  at  present  destitute  of  both  Money  and  Cloathes,  withput  which 
we  onnnot  go  home.  We  pray  your  Exc'y  and  Council  to  take  our 
case  into  Consideration,  and  order  us  our  pay  Irom  the  time  we  were 
made  prisoners  to  this. 

We  were  under  the  Command  of  Colo.  Lougheryf  when  taken,  and 
have  a  list  of  all  those,  both  Officers  and  privates,  who  are  now  prisos- 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XIII.,  p.  828. 
t  8«e  past  %U. 
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en  of  that  ptrtji  wbioh  tocher  with  sneh  information  as  is  in' 
oor  power,  we  are  ready  to  giye  for  the  satisftction  of  joor  Bzo'y 
andConnoil. 

We  have  the  Honour  to  be 

jonr  Exoellency's  Hble.  Serv*", 
ISAAC  ANDERSON, 
Lieu*  Cap*  Sheerer's  Company  Bangers. 

RICHARD  WALLACE, 
hte  quarter  roaster  to  Colonel  Loohry. 

Directed^-HiB  Exo'y,  Pros.  Moore. 

Inhabitants  of  Westmoreland  Co^  taken  with  Colonel  Loehry  and= 
carried  in  Canada^  from  whenee  they  baye  made  thmr  esoape. 


QsK.  Wii.  Ibvihb  to  Pass.  Moobbi  1762. 

Fort  Pitt^  jQly5<^,  1782.; 
Sir, 

There  has  been  many  meetings  in  this  County  respecting  Taxes 
'tis  said,  and  I  fear  with  truth,  that  a  great  majority  of  the  people 
are  determined  not  to  pay  any  in  any  mode ;  'tb  also  said  that  they 
are  adyised  to  this  by  some  of  the  first  People'of  the  Country. — ^The 
running  the  boundary  line  has  been  again  put  a  stop  to  by  a  party  of 
men  who  call  themselves  Virginians;  it  seems  the  Commissioner  on 
the  part  of  Virginia  did  not  attend.  M'  MoClean  has. been  with  ma 
to  ask  my  advice  how  to  proceed,  and  to  know  whether  I  could  spare 
any  Continental  Troops  for  to  assist  •  I  could  not  well  spare'^henl ; 
beside,  on  maturely  considering  the  circumstances,  I  was  of  opinion 
it  would  not  be  proper  for  me  to  inforee  the  business  with  Continental 
Troops  oi/the  part  of  Pennsylvania,  particularly  as  the  Commissioner 
from  Virginia  did  not  attend.     I  might  be  charged,  perhaps,  with 

Sromotin^a  Quarrel  between  the  two  States;.  I  iherefore  advised  IP- 
IcClean  to  call  on  Colonels  Cook  k  Marshall,  and  get  them  to  assist 
bim  in  representing  fully  to  Council  this  transaction,  as  well  as  the 
supposed  cause  of  such  conduct,  and  to  bring,  if  possible  into  view 
the  principal  secret  Actors  in  this  and  other  (I  think  Treasonable) 
acts.  I  believe  this  is  done,  or  will  be  in  a  few  days.  1  a^io  aaw 
Col.  Marshall,  wbq  informed  me  he  was.jt»llectin|;  Qualifications  for 
this  purpose.  I  think  Col*  Maxahall  is  one  of  the  moat  active.  Zealous 
supporters  of  Govemmiet^  in  this  Country.^.  .This  moment  Doctor 
Briffht  Ima  arrived,  the  Surgeon  I  sent  with  the  Volunteers  to  San«t 
dnaky ;.  he  was  several  days  in  the  hands  ot  the  Indians,  but  fortur : 
nately  made  his  escape  from  his  keeper,  who  was  conducting  h\\£L  v.^ 
another  Settlement  to  be  bound.    9^  bitaigjs  tVi^  d\«ap«««X^ft  ^K^>axiS 
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that  Colonel  Crawford  mud  all  the  raii  (abo«t  iwehe  to  the  DooUw'a, 
knowledge)  who  fell  into  his  handa^  were  bomed  to  death  in  a  moat 
ahocking  manner;  the  nnfortanate  Colonel  in  partionlar,  waa  opwuda 
of  fonr  honrs  burning.  The  reason  thej  aaaign  for  thia  nnoommon 
Barbarity,  is  retaliation  for  the  Moravian  affair.*  The  Doctor  adds, 
that  he  nnderatood  those  people  had  laid  aside  their  Religious  prin- 
ciples, and  have  gone  to  War;  that  he  sfiw  two  of  them  bring  in 
scalps  who  he  formerly  knew. 

The  people  generally  seem  adzioua  to  make  another  tryal,  and 
press  me  to  take  Command  of  them.  Their  propoeab  are  to  raise 
Volunteers,  Proyisions  and  HorseSi  by  subscription,  at  their  own 
Ezpenoe,  without  making  any  charge  against  the  public,  unlcM  they 
should  hereafter  think  proper  to  reimburse  them ;  they  alao  promise 
to  obey  orders,  &o*. ;  the  1**  of  August  is  the  time  talked  of  to  maroh. 
I  have  not  yet  determined  whether  to  go  or  not,  but  in  the  meantime 
am  getting  in  Jletums  of  Hen,  Horses  &  pnnriaioa  anbeeribed.  The 
arrangement  made  fer  covering  the  frontier  has  hitherto  answered 
well ;  not  more  than  four  or  five  have  been  killed  the  two  last  months 
that  I  ha^  heard  of;  but  1  much  fear  I  shall  not  be  able  to  ke^ 
the  Militia  out  much  longer  for  want  of  Provision. 

I  will,  next  opportunity,  transmit  a  Return  of  the  Pennsylyania 
Troops  at  this  Post,  and  the  attestations  of  the  Recruits. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  great  Respect,  Sir, 

Your  Excellency's  Most  obedient 
and  Moat  Humble  Servant, 

W-  IRVINE. 
Directed f — Pnblio  Serviee. 

]iia  Kzoellenoy  William  Moore,  Esquirei  Philadelphia. 
F%youred  by  M'  Wiken. 


Wh.  Bkadford,  Jr.,  Att't  Gbnbral.  to  Pres.  ^^Moori. 

1782. 

Philad.,  July  6,  1782. 
Sir, 

IFpon  Cfonferenee  this  Bay,  the  Agents  on  the  Part  of  Pennsyl* 
vania  think  it  adviseable^  that  immediate  HeasttrBS  should  be  taken 
to  oollect  the  Evidence  on  the  Controversy  with  Conneeticnt^  k 
therefore  beg  I^ave  tq  reeommend  to  your  Excell''  k  the  Gonnd, 
that  some  Person  be  engaged  to  so  to  Connecticut  k  New  York  on 
this  imporUnt  Business.     M'  Wilson  being  engaged  to  attend  the 
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C'wfc  of  AppMli  ai  Hartford,  tha  Ptonim  ao  amployad  will  hava  tka 
Baneita  of  bn  Dmatkm  ft  Adviea  in  tha  Work,  a  Cmaautanaa 
wbiaii  me  appvahasd  wiU  ba  of  giaal  Utility  to  tUaStaia^ 
We  are^  ttrj  impeotfaWj, 

Toor  Exeell;*  &  tha  Goanoll'a 

lAoat  Obed.  Hbble.  Senr% 

W-  BBADFOBD,  Jan*, 

inbabalfof  tbeAgenIi 
from  PaoDa*. 
Directed, 
His  Excellenoj  W*  Moore,  Esq',  Preaident  of  Pennfjlfania. 


Frakois  Hopkihson  to  Pbbs.  MooRi,  1782. 

To  Hia  Ezoellencj  the  Presidont,  and  Honoarable  the  Supreme 

Bxeentlve  CouDoil  for  the  State  of  Pennajlvaiiia. 
Gentlemen, 

Haying  receiTed  no  Answer  to  m  j  Applieations  of  the  W^  A  S9^ 
of  Jane  last,  I  conclude  that  joor  Honours  are  still  of  Opinion  that 
the  Besolye  of  the  House  of  Aaaemblj  of  the  18*^  March  doea  not 
empower  a  Settlement  with  me  Quarterly.  I  therefore  beg  leave 
to  alter  the  mode  of  mj  Bequest,  A  I  now  pray  your  Bonoura  to 

Fant  me  a  warrant  on  the  Treasury  for  £76  12  on  aeeouni.  This, 
hope,  will  obyiate  the  Difficulty  that  hadi  oecurr'd  by  making  me 
answerable  for  the  Suma  I  may  have  reoeiyed  when  a  Settlement 
afaall  be  made  at  the  Gloee  of  the  Tear. 

As  I  understand  this  is  the  Praetiee  of  some  other  Offoeia  of 
Gbyemment,  ft  to  which  your  Honeura  haye  neyerobjeetedy  I  fatter 
myself  there  can  be  no  Beaaon  why  the  saaie  Indulgenee,  the  aame 
Justice,  should  not  be  extended  to  me  also. 
I  have  the  Honour  tO  be,  Oentlemeni 
Your  most  respectful 

A  obedient  humble  aerrant, 

FBAS.  HOPKINSON. 
Phaadelphia,  July  8th,  1782. 


TiMOTHT  PiCKBRIHa  TO  PaMw  Moom,  178S. 

Philadelphia,  July  9, 1782. 
Sir, 

Tha  bearer  ia  one  Qf  three  Wimfen,  who  with  six  children  were 
taken  priaonera  at  or  near  the  Ohio,  &  firom  theaoe  carried  to  tha 
Proyoat  in  Quebee,  where  they  have  been  for  aeyanl  ^«asa«    \^\% 
Bfloellenay  Gsnetal  Wiehiagton  dcmad  the)  wh^  \a  nnX  >»teA 
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from  New  Windaori  where  thej  had  arrived  from  Canada.  TIm  b 
Uie informatioa  sent  ne  from  my  offioe  at  New  Windaor.  The  wobmb 
and  childrea  are  aa  wretched  aa  the  tolal  waat  of  meiiej  ft  ftieada 

can  make  them.  They  have  been  brought  here. in  waggona  in  the 
public  service.  I  do  not  know  to  whom  I  can  with  so  mach  pro- 
priety direct  them  for  Belief,  as  to  your  Bioellenoy,  two  of  the 
women  aod  four  of  the  ohildrcn  being  inhabitants  of  this  State  :— 
the  others  belonging  to  Virginia,  can  be  relieved  by  the  State,  or 
recommended  to  the  charity  of  the  humane  in  this  city,  as  you  shall 
think  proper. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

very  respectfully, 

your  Excellency's 

most  obedt.  fervent, 

TIM.  PICKERING, 

Q.M.  0, 

DirfA:(edf 

His  Ezcollency  William  Moore,  Eaq'j  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 


Robert  Levers  to  Prss.  Moore,  1782. 

Easton,  July  10th,  1782. 
Sir, 

On  the  third  instant  whilst  the  sublieutenants  were  here,  endeav- 
oring to  settle  their  accounts,  1  received  the  order  of  Council, 
<  directing  the  lieutenants  of  this  county  to  oall  out  no  greater 
''  number  of  militia,  than  one  hundred  at  any  one  time,  ror  the 
**  protection  of  this  county,  but  by  special  order  from  Council. 

The  extent  of  the  frontier  of  this  county,  on  the  north  side  of  the 
Rittochtinny  mountain  to  the  upper  settlements  in  Minesink  is 
above  one  hundred  miles  and  as  all  last  summer  &  fall  as  well  as 
this  spring  there  were  continual  alarms,  and  real  appeannces  of 
Indians,  (tho  happily  no  mischief  perpetrated,  except  one  lad  killed 
and  scalped  this  sprine  not  two  miles  from  Cant.  Shrawder^a  post) 
it  was  judged  that  not  less  than  one  class  should  be  called  to  answer 
any  purpose  in  protecting  the  inhabitants ;  and  this  has  been  done 
generally  since  ny  appointment  The  second  elass,  which  waa 
called  out  in  April  last,  to  finish  their  tour  began  in  the  preceding 
fall,  consisted  of  TWo  hundred  &  thirty  militia,  including  offioen  or 
thereabouts,  and  were  not  on  the  frontier  half  the  two  months  this 
aprinff  as  still  appear  by  the  muster  rolls ;  part  of  them  having 
aerved  in  the  fall,  and  thro'  services  performed  before  my  appoint* 
ment,  in  eondncting  prisoners,  ^,  for  which  Col.  Rea  had  given 
tftrdert,  Ihat  ooiiifioatM  ahouU  be  g^veu  by  the  captaina  of  the 
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mpeotive  companies  for  00  mooh  time  u  he  htd  allowed  to  each 
militia  maa  that  had  been  oa  daty,  whea  he  should  be  called  oat 
into  service  on  the  firontiersy  as  the  oertifik»te  shoald  mention ;  and 
this  is  the  case  thro  eyerj  class— add  to  thi%  thaC  tho'  I  hate 
wearied,  mjself  by  writing  altematelj,  as  well  to  the  field  officers 
on  daty  as  the  captains  of  every  company  when  the  classes  have 
been  called  oat,  to  observe  a  strict  discipline  with  the  men,  and  that 
Ihey  might  be  kept  on  the  frontiersi  yet  the  militia,  as  well  officers 
as  men,  go  and  come  when  they  pleasci  and  there  is  no  kind  of 
■abordination  whatever;  by  which  means  the  inhabitants  are 
oontinually  applying  to  me  for  a  protection  it  has  not  been  in  my 
power  to  give — But  it  has  fortanately  tamed  oat^  their  danger  has 
been  generally  more  from  apprehension  than  otherwise. 

When  Coancil  had  been  pleased  to  direct  the  accounts  of  the 
commissary  of  purchases  to  be  countersigned  by  me,  as  lieutenant, 
in  order  to  discharge  the  duty  I  apprehended  council  expected  from 
me,  I  wrote  to  Col.  Kerne,  the  then  commander  of  the  militia  on 
the  frontiehi,  and  to  the  captain  of  each  company,  requesting  % 
weekly  return  of  the  militia  of  each  company,  as  I  knew  thro  tho 
nature  of  the  above  certificates  the  militia  would  be  daily  decreasing, 
in  order  that  I  might  have  been  able  to  have  formed  some  estimato 
of  the  rations  issuM,  bat  this  I  could  never  obtain. 

I  would  not  presume  to  seem  not  to  have  the  most  perfect  aoqui- 
esence  in  the  order  of  council ;  but  I  fear  that  one  hundred  men  at 
this  particular  time  of  harvest,  will  not  bo  sufficient  to  guard  the 
inhabitants  along  the  Frontier,  I  mean  rather,  that  I  fear  they  will 
be  insufficient  to  keep  them  in  spirits;  for  if  any  mischief  should 
happen,  and  the  people  in  harvest  thereby  be  panic  struck,  it  will 
be  a  hard  .matter  to  prevail  on  them  to  return,  tho  the  loss  of  their 
crop  shoald  be  the  fatal  consequence— It  is  with  the  utmost  difficulty 
many  have  been  prevailed  on  to  stay  on  their  places,  and  a  few 
frontier  femilies  flying,  would  spread  like  a  contanon,  and  perhaps 
iotfoduce  universal  desolation  in  that  quarter— finding  thro  the 
eourqe  of  last  summer  and  fall  it  was  impossible  to  prevail  on  the 
militia  to  scout,  in  any  tolerable  degree,  it  was  judged  necessary 
this  spring,  to  station  the  militia  from  house  to  house  on  the 
fronUer,  and  whatever  real  security  it  might  have  been  in  case  of 
attacks  from  the  enemy,  there  being  in  many  houses  only  one,  few 
had  more  than  two  or  three,  yet,  as  it  was  tho  request  of  the 
inhabitants,  and  the  only  means  to  prevail  on  them  to  stay  on  their 
pIsces,  it  was  judged  expedient  least  a  remove  might  be  tho  con« 
aoqueoce,  which  undoubtedly  would  have  been  the  case  with  some. 
The  rumors  of  Indians  having  been  seen  at  different  places  snd  at 
different  times  near  several  Plantations  on  the  frontiers  of  this 
county  are  many,  and  seem  well  supported;  but  as  no  mischief  had 
ensued,  but  the  above  mentioned,  which  is  not  to  be  accounted  for 
from  the  general  conduct  of  Indians,  I  did  not  think  it  ;|ro!^t  \a 
trouble  oouncil  therewith. 
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Upon  the  otU  of  a  class  it  was  jadged  neoessaTj  lasl  sammeri  art 
has  been  since  continned  in  tbe  third  ^lass  now  on  daty,  to  ealt 
ont  the  field  officers,  expecting  their  exertions  wonld  cause  amnklm{ 
bnt  it  being  the  general  desire,  that  they  may  not  any  teora  be 
called,  not  appearing  to  answer  any  good  designi  yet  at  the  aaoM 
time  enoreasiog  the  expence — ^I  beg  conncil  will  be  pleased  to 
instroot  me  on  this  head— Tho  I  have  called  npon  Ool.  Behm  ftr 
a  Betom  of  the  militia  on  duty,  in  the  third  olass,  I  ha?e  nd 
hitherto  been  able  to  obtmn  it;  notwithstanding  they  have  been  oil 
a  month,  and  for  which  reason  I  am  not  able  to  inform  the  eomiaB 
what  numbers  are  now  on  the  frontiers. 

Herewith  I  send  to  the  Supreme  Executive  Conncil,  the  aecouli 
as  settled  by  John  Hays  and  Peter  Burkhalder,  Bsqnires,  two  of 
the  sublieutenants,  by  which  it  will  appear  that  there  haye  few  or 
no  fines  arisen  out  of  their  Battalions  in  the  Eighth,  first  and 
second  classes,  and  that  upon  a  final  settlement  with  them,  there 
will  be  nothing  remaining  in  their  hands,  but  on  the  eontraiy 
money  due  to  them  as  will  appear  by  their  accounts  oorrant — ^Tha 
accounts  are  now  sent  down  for  the  inspection  and  direeUon  of 
council  therein,  as  neither  they  or  myself  know  what  they  owht  to 
chai^,  or  to  be  allowed  for  their  services — ^Whenever  eonneilshdl 
be  pleased  to  give  directions  therein,  and  to  aetUe  the  allowance  far 
servioBS,  the  accounts  will  be  made  compleat— ^1.  Burkhalder  has 
promised  to  settle  his  account  in  the  course  of  this  week,  he  wtf 
here  last  week,  but  was  not  ready— Ool.  Chambers  is  making  out 
his  general  account,  and  when  delivered  to  me  shall  transmit  it  with 
the  other  accounts — As  Five  companies  of  the  Fifth  BattallioUi 
which  he  superintends,  had  not  been  accoustomed  to  have  been 
called  out  before  my  appointment,  living  on  the  frontiers,  there  are 
very  few  fines  in  his  battalion,  and  such  as  are,  have  been  in  the 
hands  of  the  sherif  some  time,  but  I  believe  from  the  poverty  of 
the  people  cannot  be  collected. 

With  respect  to  the  Second  and  Fourth  battalions  which  I  super* 
intend,  out  of  one  thousand  pounds  at  least  of  Fines  from  Uie 
Eighth  and  First  Classes,  it  has  not  been  in  mine  or  the  Sherif  s 
power  as  yet  to  receive  more  than  Fifty  One  Pounds  Ten  shillinffs-^ 
The  Sherif  is  now  abroad  on  that  business— Some  Fines  have  been 
and  are  to  be  received  by  Col.  Leimbach  from  the  first  battalion 
which  he  superintends,  but  I  cannot  speak  with  any  degree  of 
certainty  as  to  the  sum ;  they  must  be  very  trMing  in  comparison 
to  the  demands  from  the  militia. 

What  snms  may  be  due  to  the  militia  for  services  during  the 
lieutenanoyf  of  Samuel  Rea,  Esq',  I  can  have  no  idea  of,  having 
never  seen  the  muster  rolls. 

From  the  Muster  Rolls  in  the  eighth,  first  and  second  Classes, 
which  have  been  called  since  my  appointment,  it  does  appear,  that 
the  pay  due  to  the  militia,,  on  account  of  services,  last  summer  & 
tbia  spring,  including  the  Ume  served  for  conducting  prisonen  fte*| 
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attended  by  Mr.  Bet  as  before  mentioned|  will  amoant  to  a  ram 
not  leas  than  ei^  tfaopaaiid  poande ;  hat  aa  the  aenrices  performed 
as  ^  eertificates  for  oondootiDg  prisoners  &c^,  in  tbe  time  of  Samnet 
Rea,  E8q%  are  oonsid^rable  luid  before  Jane,  1782,  Coonoil  will 
please  to  direot  the  paymaster^  if  these  are  to  be  paid  in  State  or 
Gold  and  Silver. 

Samuel  Bea,  Esquir^  as  I  nndersiand  has  little  or  no  money  in 
bis  hands,  having  paid  it  into  the  traasnry  long  ago,  on  the  oontrary 
it  appearsi  as  I  am  infermedi  that  by  his  last  settlement  with  the 
Bubueatenants  in  May,  1782,  that  there  is  a  ballanoe  eoming  to 
them  JoiQtly  from  him  of  some  considerable  amoant  continental-* 
Last  Wednesdav  I  received  from  GoL  Bea,  a  Betam  o^  Exercise 
fines  dae  from  thirteen  delinqnents  in  the  Sprioff  1781,  which  he 
informs  me  he  retains  to  me  to  collect  agreeabb  to  the  directions 
we  both  received  from  council  last  May,  and  that  if  on  further 
examination  be  should  find  any  oUien^  h^  wUl  retara  them  immedi- 
ately to  me. 

Ilie  MiGtia  that  have  been  out  in  the  eighth,  first  and  second 
classes,  are  very  uneasy  at  receiving  no  pay ;  and  the  above  state  of 
the  fines  arising  from  this  county,  shows  that  when  all  shall  be 
oollectedy  they  will  fall  exceeding  short  of  the  sum  necessary  to  pay 
off  the  militia  that  have  done  duty  in  this  county,  and  mthout  pay, 
for  want  of  money  to  pay  taxes  and  for  other  purposes,  irill  I  fear 
become  very  troublesome,  and  may  retard  the  future  turning  out  of 
the  militia,  bow  great  soever  the  necessity  may  be. 
I  am  Sir, 

your  Excellency's 

moat  obedient  servant, 

BOBJJQBT  LEVERS. 

So  soon  as  the  Returns  of  the  state  arms  shall  be  made,  they  will 
be  forwarded  to  the  supreme  executive  council  >  but  nothwith- 
standing  the  express  demand  thereof  firom  council  was  made  known 
to  the  officers  ef  the  several  battalions,  upon  the  receipt  of  the  order 
of  council,  i|nd  Returns  thereof  required  to  be  made  immediately, 
there  has  not  been  one  return  from  any  quarter  sent  to  me,  or  to 
either  of  the  sublieutenants;  the  business  of  harvest  has  I  apprehend 
prevented,  and  diverted  from  a  proper  attention  to  duty. 
Directed^ 

His  Excelleticy,  William  Mo(ve  Esquire. 

Indonedf 

Read  in  Gonnoil  July  12,  1782.*  Accounts  k  Vouchers  sent 
into  Auditor's  office. 

T.  M.  Scc'y. 

«.  Not  mentioned  in  the  minutes  of  that  date* 
25» 
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BeSOLTJTION  of  COHOEBSSy  1783. 

By  tho  United  StateS|  in  Congress  assembled. 

:  July  164, 1782. 

James  Wilson  and  Jonathan  Dickinson  Sergeant,  Bsqtdres,  agents 
for  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania^  with  Henry  Osborne,  Esq.. 
Solicitor  and  agent,  appeared  in  behalf  of  ths^t  Cbmmonwetldi,  and 
Eliphalet  Dver  and  Jessee  Root,  Esquires,  Agents  for  Conneetienty 
appeared  in  behalf  of  that  State,  in  the  cause  depending  before  the 
United  States  of  America,  in  Congress  assembled,  between  the  sud 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  State  of  Gonneotioat. 

The  agents  for  Pennsylvania  produced  new  powersi  whioh  were 
read — as  follows  :* 

The  agents  of  Connecticut  having  objected  against  the  powers  of 
the  agents  of  Pennsylvania  and  moved  that  it  may  be  shown  that 
the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania  have  a  right  to 
grant  such  powers  &  commission.  Ordered  that  the  agents  with- 
draw. 

On  motion.  That  the  agents  of  Pennsylvania  k  Conneotient  be 
called  in  and  informed  by  the  President  that  the  .powers  given  to 
the  agents  of  Pennsylvania  and  Connecticut  are  in  the  Judgment  of 
Congress  sufficient. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Smithj 


Newbampshire. 
Massachusetts. 


Rhode  Island. 
Conneotient. 

New  York. 
New  Jersey. 


Pennsylvania. 


Delaware. 


Maryland. 


Mr.  Oilman,  ay. 
Mr.  Osgood,  no. 
Mr.  Lowell,  no. 
Mr.  Jackson,  no. 
Mr.  Cornell,  no. 
Mr.  Howell,  no. 
Mr.  Root,  no. 
Mr.  Dver,  no. 
Mr.  £Luntington,  no. 
Mr.  Duane,  ay. 
Mr.  Clark,  ay. 
Mr.  Condict,  ay. 
Mr.  Witherspoon,  ay. 
Mr.  Montgomery,  ay. 
Mr.  Smith,  ay. 
Mr.  Clymer,  ay. 
Mr.  McKean,  ay. 
Mr.  Dickinson,  ay. 
Mr.  Wharton,  no. 
Mr.  Hanson,  ay. 


[no 


No. 


No. 


1 

I  Ay. 

1 
1 


Ay. 


Ay. 


^M 


♦  Not  found. 
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i 


! 


Yirgim^  Mr.  MadiMMii  no.  1 

Mr.  Blmnd^  ay.  yNo. 

Mr.  Leei  no. 
South  Carolina.        Mr.  RntMge,  ay. 

Mr.  Btmaayy  ay. 

Mr.  laardy  na 

Mr.  Mi4«lbtoQ,  ay. 
Georgia.  Mr*  Tol&ir,  ay. 

Mr.  Jones,  ay.  [-  Ay. 

Mr.  Fe«|  i^. 

So  the  qnestion  was  lost.. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Leoi  seeonded  by  Mr.  lfadisoO| 
That  the  ^nts  be  called  in  &  deaired  to  prooeed. 
And  tho  7eas  and  Naya  being  reqair^  by  Mr.  Smith, 


Newhampshire. 

Mr.  Oilman,  ay. 

Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Osgood,  ay. 

Mr.  Lowell,  ay. 

Mr.  JadEsoa,  ay. 

Bhode  Ishnd. 

Mr.  Cornell,  ay. 

Mr.Howell,ay. 

Gonnecticnt 

Mr.  Bool,  ay. 

Mr.  Huntington,  ay. 

Mr.  I>y«r,  ay. 

New  York. 

Mr.  Duane,  ay. 

New  Jersey. 

Mr.  Clark,  ay. 

Mr.  Con^  ay. 

• 

Mr.  Witherspoon,  ay. 

Pennsyhania. 

Mr.  Montgomery,  ay- 

Mr.  Smith,  ay. 

Mr.  Clymer,  ay^ 

Delaware. 

Mr.  MeKean,  ay. 

Mr.  DiekinM)n,^  ay. 

Mr.  Wharton,  ay. 

Maryland. 

Mr.  Hanson,  iy. 

Virginia. 

Mr.  Madison,  ay. 

Mr.Bknd,no. 

Mr.  Lee,  ay. 

South  Carolina. 

BIr.  Rutledge,  ay. 

Mr.  RamsAy,  ay, 

Mr.  Iiard,  ay. 

Mr.  Middleton,  ay. 

Georgia. 

Mr.  f  elAur,  ay. 

•^ 

•  Mr.  Jones,  ay. 

■  •  •*... 

;  Mr.  Few,  ay. 

.Ay. 
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So  it  was  reflolved  in  the  affirauiire. 

The  ageota  being  nccordipgly  coJled  in  and  the  parties  liftTing 
been  fullj  heard  p 

On  motion,  That  the  appointment  pceaented  to  CoBgroM  Igr  the 
Agenta  for  PeoDsylvaaia  h  BuEde&t^ 

The  jeas  &  nays  beiog  required  by  Mr,  SmitL 


Newhampahire. 

Mr.  Oilman;  ay. 

yvi 

Maasaohoasetts. 

Mr.  Osgoedi  ay» 

Mr.  Lowell;  ay. 

Ay. 

Mr.  Jadcsen^  ay. 

Rhode  lalaad. 

Mr.  Cornell;  ay. 

JAy. 

Mr.  Howell;  ay. 

Gonneoticat. 

Mr.  Root;  no. 

1  • 

Mr.  Huntington;  ay. 

■  N(K 

Mr.  Dyer;  bo. 

New  tork. 

Mr.  Duane;  ay. 

H 

New  Jersey. 

Mr.  Clark;  ay. 

• 

Mr.  Condict;  ay. 

Aj. 

1 

Penaylvinia. 

Mr.  Montgoniery;  ay. 

1 

Mr.  Snuth;  ay. 

Uy. 

Mr.  Clymer;  ay. 

J 

Delaware. 

Mr.  McKeaU;  ay. 

•) 

Mr.  Dickinson;  ay. 

Uj. 

Mr.  Wharton;  ay. 

3 

Maryland; 

Mr.  HansoU;  ay. 

}X 

Virginia. 

Mr.  Madison,  ay. 

Ij. 

Mr.  Bland;  ay. 

Mr.  LeO;  ay. 

Sonth  Carolina. 

Mr.  Rutledge,  ay. 

" 

Mr.  Ramsay;  ay.^ 

■Ay. 

Mr.  Ixard;  ay. 

Mr.  MiddletoU;  ay. 

Oeorgia. 

Mr.  Telfair;  ay. 

■ 

Mr.  JoneS;  ay. 

Ay. 

Mr.  Few,  ay. 

So  it  was  resolved  h 

i  the  Affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Duane,  secondod  by  Mr,  Clarke 

,  Resolved,  That 

the  Agents  of  Pens)  Irani  a  and  Connecticut  bo  and 

they  are  hereby 

directed  to  appoint,  by  joint  conaent,  commLasionera  or  Judges  to 
constitute  a  Court  for  hearing  and  determining  the  matter  in  question 

agreeably  to  the  ninth  article  of  the  Con  federation. 

£xtraot  from  the 

minuteS; 

CHA.  THOJRON,  Secy. 
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AsszAHDu  MoClulh  xo  Vbjss.  MoOBBy  1782. 

'  Union  Town,  Jaly  16th,  1782. 

D'  Sir, 

Inclosed  is  an  extraet  from  QeiienJ  Irwin,  by  whioh  ii  appears 
the  Council  of  that  State  ha?e  it  in  View  to  quiet  the  people,  and 
Reconcile  them  to  Government ;  but  there  appears  to  nave  either 
been  a  mistake  In  the  time  first  appointed  by  your  EzeeUency,  or  in 
Oovemor  Harrison's  Iietter  to  Qeneral  Irwin  Respectinff  the  time. 
However,  I  have  attended  to  both  with  the  greatest  Care  I  was  capa- 
ble of.  I  did  not  proceed  to  the  latter  in  person,  being  contrary  to 
Instructions,  but  have  taken  every  convenient  measure  to  inform 
myself  of  tki^jr  coming,  but  have  Received  no  Intelligenee  from  thence. 

I  now  take  the  LiWty  to  inform  you,  that  at  a  late  Consultation 
with  the  Executive  here.  We  are  Determined  to  proceed  at  all  Hanrds. 
I  could  have  wished  for  your  approbation,  being  fully  persuaded  the 
attempt  will  be  Hasardous ;  yet  upon  a  Second  thought,  knowing 
the  Spirit  of  Virginia,  I  am  IcAd  to  believe,  if  it  is  not  rery  shortly, 
the  Authority  will  be  again  usurped,  and,  perhaps,  the  breach  in  sa 
doinff  made  so  wide  asnever  to  be  faeried,  being  sensible  the  treatment 
you  nave  Received  from  them  may  justly  ag^vate  ydu  to  write 
to  them  in  such  a  manner  that  tiieir  haughty  spnrits  cannot  bear.  A 
Petition  is  now  gone  down  to  the  Leipslature  of  Virginia  by  M' 
Pigman,  one  of  the  Signers  to  their  Itesolve^  Requestinc  them  to 
take  them  under  their  (QRAdOUS)  Protection,  or  procmim  them 
to  be  ipven  to  that  of  Pennsylvania ;  If  you  have  not  vet  Wrote  td 
Virginia  on  the  Subject,  pray  peetpone  it  untH  we  make  a  further 
trial,  which  will  be  immediately  after  Harvest,  or  Otherwise  as  to 
you  shall  seem  mete ;  but  if  intelli^nce  can  be  conveyed  before  we 
proceed,  I  would  Thank  you  to  signify  your  pleasuM. 
Iliave  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  great  Regard, 

yours,  to  Serve, 

Al4$XANDER  MoCLEAN. 

EZTBACTy  AO. 

Measures  are  taking  for  running  the  boundary  line  between  the 
two  States,  and  I  expect  Commissioners  will  meet  for  that  purpose  al 
the  extremity  of  the  Maryland  line  on  the  10th  day  of  July  next, 
which  I  hope  will  quiet  the  people  &  reconcile  them  to  the  present 
Govemmenti. 

The  above  is  extracted  from  Oovemor  Harrison's  letter  to  me, 
dated  22'  May^  1782 ;  but  whether  he  made  a  miatake  in  the  date, 
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&  intended  Jane,  bat  made  it  Jalj— or  whether  there  hta  been  a 
mistake  originally — ^in  the  time  proposed  fw  meeting,  I  kaow  not 

W-  IBYINE, 
Directed^ 

His  Ezoellenoj  William  Moore,  President  of  Pennsylvtnuu 

^'  &¥oar  of  Major  W"  Groghan. 


Commissioners  for  Biver  defence  to  Peb&  Moore, 

1782.     . 

Phaad%  18th  Joly,  1782. 


'  > 


We  have  the  Hononr  to  inform  your  Exoelleney,  thkt  the  Ship 
Gen'  Washington  is  safe  arrived  in  the  DelawafOi  after  eflEecting  a 
Voyage  to  Cape  Francois  and  the  Havanna. 

Four  Days  after  leaving  our  Capes,  she  fell  in  with  and  Captarod 
a  Brigantine  from  Jamaica,  loaded  with  Bum/ftc.,  which  arrived 
safe  at  Cape  Francois,  &  was  there  sold ;  also  a  small  Schooner 
which  she  Becaptnred,  loaded  with  Naval  Stores. 

In  latitude  21,  near  Turks  Island,  She  engaged  a  Copper  Bottom 
Privateer  Brig  of  Sixteen  Nine  pounders,  belonging  to  Lanoaster; 
in  the  Action  the  Washington  was  disabled  in  her  Main  and  Hisea 
Masts,  which  afforded  the  Brig  an  opportunitv  of  escapeing ;  the 
Ship  had  her  Masts  replaced  while  at  Hispaniola. — On  the  night  of 
her  arrival  in  our  Bay,  she  fell  in  with  two  Befugee  Boats  &  fira 
Biver  Crafts  they  had  Captured,  three  of  which  she  Beoaptured,  k 
sunk  One ;  The  two  Boats,  after  receiving  a  Severe  Fire,  made  their 
escape. 

We  are,  with  all  due  respect| 
Your  Bxcellencyji 

Most  Hble.  Servts., 

JN-  PATTON, 

WILL-  ALLIBONE,  VComrs. 
FBA«  GUBNEY, 
Directed^ 
^   His  Excellency  William  Moore,  Esqr.,  President. 


B,T< 


Certificate  in  fayob  of  Brio.  Gen.  Irvine^  1782. 

(Copy.) 
To  all  whom  it  may  eonoem : 

This  is  to  certify  that  Brigadier  General  James  Irvine  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Militia,  in  an  Engasement  with  the  Britsh  Infantry  at 
Chesnut  Hill  on  the  fifth  day  of  December  1777,  having  received  a 
wound  by  which  three  of  his  Fingers  were  shot  off,  and  also  a  con- 
tusion in  his  Neck  which  greatly  endangered  his  Life,  and  hath  left 
a  considerable  Injury  to  uie  free  motion  of  the  same;  committed 
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himself  to  my  charge  the  next  day,  and  was  nnder  my  daily  eare  and 
Attendance  upwards  of  two  months;  and  that  he  hath  been  maimed 
and  Disabled  by  said  wound-  and  contasion  ever  nnce. 

Wherefore,  in  compliance  with  an  Act  of  Assembly  of  the  Slate 
of  Pennsylvania  passed  into  a  Law  the  eighteenth  day  of  September 
1777,  making  Provision  for  the  Relief  of  Officers,  Soldiers,  Marines, 
and  Seamen. &c.  in  testimony  of  the  above  related  fsetSi  I  have 
hereunto  subscribed  my  Name  at  Philadelphia  thb  9th  day  of  July 
1782.  ^ 

(Signed,)  JOHN  MORGAN, 

Physician  &  Surgeon. 
(Copy.) 
These  may  certify 'that  Brigadier  General  James  Irvine  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Militia  was  this  day  regularly  Exchanged  for  Brigadier 
General  Hamilton  of  the  Convention  Troops,  and  is  therefore 'at 
Liberty  to  enter  into  a  foil  activity  of  Service. 
Given  under  my  Hand  this  third  day  of  Sept',  1781. 

AB-  SKINNER, 

Com.  Gen.  Prig. 
To  whom  it  may  concern. 

(Copy.)  • 
To  laaae  Snowden,  Esqure,  Treasurer  of  the  County  of  Philadelphia. 
Whereas,  it  appears  to  us  the  subscribers  by  the  Certificate  here- 
unto annexed  that  brigadier  general  James  Irvine  in  an  Engagement 
with  the  british  Light  Infantnr  at  Chesnut  Hill  on  the  fifth  day  of 
September  1777,  had  three  of  his  Finders  shot  off,  and  also  received 
a  contusion  in  his  Neck  which  hath  left  a  considerable  Injm^  to  the 
free  Motion  of  the  same ;  and  that  he  hath  been  Maimed  and  Disabled 
by  said  wound  and  contusion  ever  since.  And  it  also  appearing  to 
US  by  a  Certificate  signed  Abraham  Skinner,  Com.  Gen.  Pris.  Uiat 
the  said  James  Irvine  was  Exchanged  from  his  captivity  on  the  Srd 
day  of  September  1781,  at  which  time  his  Pay  as  an  officer  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States  of  America  ceased.  And,  being  con- 
vinced of  the  truth  of  the  £BU)ts  as  above  stated,  We  do  adjudge  that 
the  said  James  Irvine  is  entitled  to  receive  a  Pension  adequate  to  the 
injury  he  has  received.  You  are  therefore  hereby  required  to  Fay 
unto  the  said  brigadier  general  James  Irvine  sixty  two  dollars  specie 
per  Month,  durios  the  continuance  of  his  Disability,  firom  the  8'  day 
of  September  1781,  According  to  the  Act  in  that  case  made  and 
provided. 

Given  under  our  Hands  &  Seals  at  Philadelphia  this  19th  day  of 
July  1782. 

ISAAC  HOWELL,  one  of  the 

Justices  for    the  City  and      [L.  8.] 
County. 
PETER  DE  HAVEN,  [l.  s.] 

JACOB  BARGE,  [l.  s] 
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List  of  Psnsiovs. 

The  followiDfl  PenoiiB  reoeiTe  t  pennon  from  Imuo  Snowdei 
Ooontj  Treas.  Vii. 

.£ 

Peter  Clark, 4    6 

Nieholaa  Onrrj, 3  15 

John  Isminger, •  2 10 

John  Thompson,                        .                 .                 .  a  18  9 

John  Delanj, 289 

Thomas  Tweedy, 2  17  6 

Simon  Shillenberger, 2  10 

Nicholas  Caldwell^ 1  10  4 

James  Brenon^ 2 10 

Solomon  Bosh, 16    5 

Widow  Reynolds, 512  6 

Widow  M'Clintook, 5   8  9 

Widow  Morton,       .......  589 

Widow  Bitten, 710 

Widow  Perry, 710 

Widow  MiUer, 710 

Paid  monthly,  £80   4  4 


Pab8.  Moorb  to  Alexander  McClban,  Esq.,  1782. 

In  Gonnoil,  Philada  Jnly  20;  1782. 

Yonr  letter  of  the  27th  Ull*.^  oame  to  hand  and  having  been  read 
in  Cooncil,  together  with  the  proceedings  enclosed,  and  jonroondnet 
10  approved  of. 

Enclosed  yon  have  copy  of  a  resolution  of  the  legislature  of  Yi^ 
giniaf  respecting  the  line  between  that  State  k  ours,  dated  June  1| 
and  copy  of  GFovemor  Harrisons  letter  accompanying  it  dated  Jane 
29.  And  also  the  order  of  €oanoil  of  the  19th  inst.  directing  yea 
to  attend  at  the  west  end  of  Mason  k  Dixons  lice  on  Monday  the 
4th  of  November  next.|  Ton  are  then  in  conjunction  with  the  Sll^ 
veyor  to  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  Virginia,  to  proceed  in  runniog 
the  line  agreable  to  your  former  direction. 

It  will  be  advisoable  to  call  out  the  militia  for  guards  from  among 
those  who  live  at  some  distance  from  the  line,  and  wo  hope  V ii^inis 
will  take  the  same  precautions  to  prevent  heats  and  needless  contrth 
versy. 

The  intimations  contained  in  your  letter  will  be  attended  to,  ttid 
it  is  expected  that  you  will  throw  such  further  light  on  that  buainetf 

♦  See  page  564.  f  Not  found. 

t  See  Col.  Reo.,yd.  xm.,  p.  884. 
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as  shall  be  within  your  power,  tending  either  to  remove  or  oonfirm 
the  suspicions  which  yon  appear  to  entertain,  as  should  they  appear 
to  be  well  founded  the  Connoil  may  think  it  proper  to  enquire 
seriously  eonoeming  the  matt^. 

Colonel  Hays  mil  continue  his  asslstanoe  under  the  former 
instructions. 
Directed^— To  Aler  McClean  Esef  ,  Westmoreland. 


James  Sxarle  to  P&es.  Moore.  1782. 

Baskin-ridgC;  New  Jersey,  23d  July,  1782. 
Sir, 

Agreeable  to  your  desire  I  trouble  you  with  the  substance  (in 
writing)  of  what  I'  had  the  honour  of  communicating  to  yon  in 
Council  the  day  after  my  return  to  Philadelphia  respecting  my  un- 
BUCcessfuU  mission  to  Europe  as  agent  for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
for  the  purpose  of  procureing  a  sum  of  money  on  Loan  for  the  use 
of  the  said  State. 

In  consequence  of  the  Commisuon,  &  Instructions  I  received 
firom  his  Excellency  the  President  together  with  the  Honorable 
Council  ft  the  Honorable  the  speaker  of  tne  House  of  Assembly  dated 
the  8th  July  1780, 1  lost  no  time  in  Embarking  for  Europe;  On 
ny  arrival  at  Paris  (in  my  way  to  Holland) .in  Seplr.  1780, 1  made 
every  necessary  enquiry  respe^wg  the  nature  of  the  business  I  was 
sent  upon ;  I  found  that  I  was  more  likel  v  to  succeed  in  Holland 
than  in  any  other  part  of  Europe,  ft  therefore  after  having  obtained 
letters  of  introduction  to  some  of  the  most  Capitol  Houses  of  busi- 
ness kt  Amsterdam  I  proceeded  immediately  to  that  City  where  I 
found  Mr.  Adams  the  &Iinister  of  America  to  whom  I  hod  a  letter 
from  his  Excellency  the  President  of  Pennsylvania  requesting  his 
assistence  ft  Friendship  in  the  busines,  both  which  I  experienced  in 
the  greatest  Degree.  I  made  an  Early  acquaintance  with  the  House 
of  Hessr.  John  De  Ncufville  ft  Son  of  Amsterdsin  who  were  repre- 
sented to  me  as  the  Firm  Friends  of  America  and  who  were  after- 
wards applied  to  by  Mr.  Adams  to  negociato  a  Loan  for  the  United 
States  ;  These  Gentlemen  assisted  me  in  making  every  Encjuiry  ft 
taking  every  measure  to  obtain  the  Loan  by  applying  to  the  different 
Capitalists  and  employing  also  the  most  considerable  fkjfk  Brokers 
agreeable  to  the  custom  of  Holknd;  But  I  found  tne  t^e^le  so 
much  under  the  influence  of  their  fears  of  offending  their  Gover- 
nours  who  were  on  their  parte  said  to  be  atteched  to  the  British 
Intereste  ft  measures  that  notwithstending  everv  effort  we  oould 
make  we  did  not  meet  with  the  least  success  in  obteing  the  money, 
and  indeed  Mr.  Adams  himself  after  using  every  means  in  his  power 
found  it  in  vain  even  tho'  his  application  was  in  the  name  of  the 
United  States,  nor  had  he  been  able  to  succeed  in  the  am»U«iX  ^^ 
gree  at  the  time  I  left  Europe. 
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I  had  an  offer  made  me  thro'  Messrs.  De  NeaMlles  of  a  «oii- 
Biderable  Quantity  of  Coarse  Cloths  &  manv  other  artiolei  which  I 
was  instructed  to  purchase  if  I  had  obtained  the  Loan,  but  ihia  oflfer 
was  only  confined  to  a  Credit  of  Thirty  months  or  Three  yeanpay- 
ing  Interest.  I  informed  his  Excellency  the  President  of  the  State 
of  this  offer  in  my  Letters  of  12th  November  1780  and  at  the  same 
time  suggested  the  procurcing  if  possible  the  Guarantee  of  Congress 
for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  in  the  Loan,  which  I  am  persoaded 
would  have  Effected  it  When  I  found  the  navigation  totally  shut 
np  in  Holland  for  some  months  I  determined  after  having  Consnlted 
Mr.  Adams  to  return  to  Paris  &  try  other  methods  in  that  City; 
For  this  purpose  I  obtained  letters  from  Mr.  Adams  to  the  Friends 
of  some  of  the  most  considerable  Farmers  General  at  Paris  to  whom 
I  made  many  applications ;  Those  Gentlemen  could  only  think  of 
furnishing  the  money  conditioned  to  be  paid  in  Tobacco  in  the 
Course  ofOne  6r  two  years,  &  delivered  to  them  at  a  fixed  price  ft 
at  the  risk  of  the  States.  When  I  found  nothing  oould  be  done 
with  them,  I  applied  myself  to  a  considerable  Company  of  (Gentle- 
men called  the  Company  of  Lyons  who  were  the  Furnishers  of  the 
armys  of  France :  upon  some  prospect  of  success  with  theoi  I  de- 
livered them  an  Invoice  of  all  the  articles  [  was  directed  to  proojiN 
which  according  to  their  calculation  would  have  amounted  to  some- 
thing more  than  Two  millions  of  livres ;  They  offier'd  to  furnish  all 
the  articles  upon  the  terms  the  Kings  troops  were  supplied  as  to 
price,  &  upon  a  Credit  of  Three,  four|-&  five  years  provided  1  could 
obtain  the  Guarantee  of  Congress  for  the  State,  and  without  which 
they  could  not  prevail  upon  themselves  to  undertake  the  boainess ; 
But  as  I  was  by  no  means  prepared  to  comply  with  their  demands 
the  business  was  dropped.  I  returned  once  more  to  Holland  bat 
with  little  hopes  of  success,  &  the  event  fully  justified  my  fears  as  I 
was  not  able  to  succeed  in  the  least  in  Holland.  I  beg  leave  hen 
just  to  mention  that  I  was  not  singular  in  not  succeeding  as  agents 
from  Massachussetts  &  Virginia  had  in  vain  attempted  Loans  in  Hol- 
land &c,  &  even  Mr.  Adams  did  not  succeed  in  the  smallest  Degree. 
I  remained  in  Holland  until  August  1781,  when  my  weak  state  of 
health  made  it  absolutely  necessary  for  mo  to  leave  a  climate  which 
had  so  greatly  injured  my  Constitution,  but  after  an  unsacoessfoU 
attempt  to  return  to  America  I  was  again  carried  to  Europe. 

It  is  not  proper  to  trouble  your  Excellency  with  the  particulars  of 
my  disapolntknents  &  perplexity  in  this  Voyage  and  shall  only  ob- 
serve that  upon  my  being  acain  in  France  I  had  an  offer  of  being 
supplied  with  the  money  I  had  been  endeavouring  to  procure  upon 
condition  I  could  obtain  the  Guarantee  aforesaid,  &  would  agree  to 
lay  the  money  out  in  the  Country  from  which  I  obtained  the  Loan, 
to  which  there  could  have  been  no  hesitation  if  I  had  been  authoriied 
to  pursue  the  business ;  This  offer  was  made  to  me  by  the  agent 
of  a  Powerfull  northern  monarch  &  if  the  business  had  been  effeoted| 
it  was  hinted  that  a  neutral  protootion  oould  have  been  obtained  for 
ny  effects  that  might  have  been  shipped. 
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Having  reoeifed  the  Resolte  of  the  HodUo.  Ooonoil  dated  21 
Jul  J  1781  for  mj  reeall  which  reached  me  in  November  at  L'Orienii 
I  laid  aiide  all  farther  atepe  in  the  bosiDesSf  &  accordingly  Em- 
barked for  America^  b  arrived  at  Philada.  in  the  last  month. 
.  I  ahall  jnat  beg  leave  to  obeerve  to  joar  Excellency  that  aliho' 
my  Endeavours  have  not  be  crowned  with  sucoeBS  owing  to  the 
Critical  aituation  of  HoUand  at  the  time  with  England,  yet  no  ateps 
were  left  untryed  on  my  part  &  my  Boliicitade  ft  anxiety  in  this 
buaiuesfl  have  been  beyond  what  I  have  ever  before  Experienced,  ft 
jmy  health  ft  fortune  greatly  impured  by  a  business  which  I  under- 
took in  obedience  to  the  Commands  of  the  Honble.  Council  ft 
Assembly. 

I  trust  however  my  well  meant  endavours  for  the  service  of  Peno- 
.sylvania  will  meet  with  its  approbation,  ft  perhaps  be  thought 
sufficient  to  give  me  a  Claim  to  its  future  protection  ft  attention ; 
This  I  am  the  more  induced  to  hope  for  from  the  obliging  letter  I 
Jkave  received  from  your  Excellency  in  Council  dated  27  th  of  last 
March*  which  was  delivered  to  me  by  your  order  since  my  arrival 
from  Europe,  and  here  I  cannot  avoid  just  mentioning  to  your 
Excellency  that  my  losses,  by  the  war  ft  my  Embarrassments  in 
money  matters  owing  to  the  present  situation  of  the  public  Funds 
in  which  I  had  early  placed  a  Considerable  sum  would  make  any 
favour  or  attention  of  the  State  peculiarly  acceptable  to  me  at  this 
time. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be, 

with  very  great  Respect  your  Excellency's, 

moat  obedt.  ft  most  Humble  Servant, 

•JAMES  SEARLB. 

His  Excellency  William  Moore  Esqr.;  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania  Philadelphia. 
Indortedj 

Bead  in  Assembly  August  15th,  1782. 


N.  ft  J.  Yanstaphorst  to  James  Searle,  1782. 
No.  1. 

Amsterdam,  the  10th  May,  1781. 
Sir, 

In  consquence  of  our  Conversation,  and  in  order  to  satisfy  to 
Toar  desire  by  giving  you  our  opinion  about  a  Loan  for  the  State  of 
Pensilvania,  we  have  in  the  first  place  the  honour  to  assure  you  that 
•a  far  as  depends  from  us,  we  should  willingly  do  all  that  is  possible, 
to  succeed  in  it  according  to  your  wisl^f^jf.  ft  those  of  your  ii^spective 
Prinoipala. 

*  Bee  page  519. 
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From  the  Terj  first  begiDning  of  the  ditpates  with  ili6  Oddriei, 
and  Pftrtioalarly  since  OongresBi  obliged  to  it  by  the  Ooiidiiet  of  the 
English  Qoyemmenti  thought  vroper  to  deohie  Ameriea  flree  mi 
Independent,  we  always  wuhed  that  this  new  estabKahed  RepvbBa 
might  have  the  best  saoeessy  &  that  she  woaM  be  soon  aoknowle^gai 
as  a  SoTerain  Power  by  all  the  other  Powers  of  Europe. 

Itis  therefore  Sir,,  that  we've  always  reoeived  all  the  AaeiMBa 
Gentlemen  who  've  done  us  the  honoar  to  apply  to  ne,  with  mnok 
satisfaction,  and  some  of  them  as  yon  know  as  well  in  their  privaH 
business  as  for  the  Servioe  of  their  respective  Statea  sapply^  wiA 
pretty  Considerable  Sums  of  money  out  of  our  own  Gash. 

On  different  occasions  we've  also  made  enquiries  whether  itahoiy 
be  possible  to  make  a  loan  in  this  Country,  either  for  CoDgreaSy  or  ftr 
any  Private  Province,  but  hitherto,  Sir,  we've  found  oaraelVea  oUigri 
to  give  the  Gentlemen  little  hopes,  and  therefore  dissuaded  thea 
always  to  try  it  for  as  yet,  since  we've  found  so  mneh  anxiety  amoBi 
our  People  in  General  &  even  amone  the  friends  of  America  aai 
those  who  wish  as  well  as  we  do  ourselves,  prosperity  to  it,  that  vi 
saw  no  Possibility  of  getting  any  sum  of  money  that  weald  bs 
worth  while,  and  we  were  always  of  opinion  and  are  still  so,  that  ia 
such  case  it  is  better  not  to  undertake  the  matter  than  totiy  it  ia 
vain  or  without  the  desired  success. 

This  is  the  reason  that  we  are  sorry  to  see,  at  least  as  it  appeal 
to  us,  that  the  Loan  which  Mr.  Adams  has  opened  at  the  House  of 
Mesa"  De  Neufville  has  as  yet  so  little  Confluence,  tho'  we  hs?o 
told  it  his  Excellency  before,  we  are  glad  Sir,  that  yon  yourMtf 
being  here  are  able  to  Judge  that  what  we  say  is  true,  and  if  joa 
think  it  proper,  you  mdy  be  still  more  convinced,  thereof  by  otheis. 
As  wo  may  then  Conclude  that  you  are  convinced  of  our  aSectioBf 
&  good  Intention  for  the  Concerns  of  your  principals  and  that  befon 
you  have  addressed  yourself  to  us,  you  have  been  informed  of  ths 
Ilcputation  &  affection,  which  thank  God  our  persons  &  House  of 
Commerce  do  enjoy  by  the  Inhabitants  of  our  City  &  Goantry,  br 
which  we  are  enabled  as  well  as  any  other  House  to  perform  bqA 
an  affair,  we  arc  under  the  necessity  to  tell  you  (tho'  we  are  sonj 
to  mention  it)  that  we  have  no  views  to  bring  it  to  perfection  as  yet, 
thus  wo  are  necessitated  to  dissuade  you  of  giving  any  pooitifo 
orders  there  about,  cither  to  us  or  any  body  else. 

However  as  Circumstances  since  the  month  of  December  last  no* 
derwent  great  alterations,  and  as  it  seeras  to  us  great  steps  are  takes 
from  time  to  time  to  bring  this  republick  in  nearer  Connexion  with 
the  North  American  Colonics,  so  that  it  should  easily  happen  that 
the  United  States  of  North  America  were  acknowledged  by  tho 
States  General  of  these  United  Provinces  as  a  free  and  independaat 
Power,  and  that  upon  this  footing  was  treated  with  the  same,  whidt 
with  many  Patriotick  IndivMuals  wo  are  heartly  wishing  that  soon 
may  be  the  Case,  it  might  of  Course  be  very  possible  and  prebaUy 
very  easy  then  tio  exocule  the  General  Negotiation  for  Gongreai^  ai 
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well  M  tbe  Partionlar  Louis  for  Uie  Ph^yiDoeSy  and  in  snch  %  OMe, 
Sir,  we  should  like  to  be  of  the  first  (^giye  open  proofii  of  oar  Zeal 
and  good  intentioni  by  whieh  at  the  same  time  onr  Pariionlar  Con-  ' 
oems  as  Merehan^  who  are  desirous  to  Posh  themselves  forward  in 
the  North  Amerioan  Trade  &  Gommeroe  woold  be  promoted.  If 
therefore  yon  shoa'd  think  proper  to  Oommnnicate  us  your  power 
or  authorityi  and  at  the  aame  time  the  aots  of  the  State  of  Pensilvo- 
nia  relating  this  affidr,  we  oonld  in  the  mean  time  examine  the 
same  if  they  are  in  such  an  order  and  form,  that  when  the  Business 
should  Exist,  no  objeetion  would  be  met  with,  &  as  you  have  told 
US  that  it  is  your  Intention  to  return  to  America,  you  can  if  you 
please  give  us  the  neoessary  Power  of  Attorney,  and  also  a  prescript 
m  what  manner  to  dispose  of  the  Money  for  the  Service  of  your 
Principals,  but  in  case  you  should  not  Incline  te  do  this,  then  yon  - 
might  leave  your  Power  with  Mr.  Adams,  recommending  hb  Excel- 
lenoy  at  the  same  time  to  make  use  of  our  House  in  this  affaire,  as 
you  may  be  assured  that  we  shall  execute  this  business  and  all 
others  you  may  be  pleased  to  trust  us  with,  as  well  i^  any  body 
else  i  with  respect  to  the  terms  or  Cooditions  it  is  impossible  to  fi|c 
them  before  hand,  however  we  dare  assure  you  that  theyUl  not  be 
more  pr^udicial  and  the  Interest  not  higher  than  those  consented 
for  the  Congress ;  when  one  will  be  sure  that  the  full  sum  of  the 
Intended  Loan  shall  be  oompleated,  one  must  contract  with  the 
undertakers  or  subscribers  of  the  Negotiation  and  make  it  their 
Interest  to  promote  the  Business,  for  which  unavoidably  a  premium 
(or  what  is  called  here  remedium)  must  be  allowed,  which  however 
we  do  think  will  not  be  great :  and  with  regard  to  onr  Commission 
wa  are  ready  to  regulate  ourselves  to  Custon^  and  what  will  be  found 
reasonable. 

This  we  hope  Sir  will  answer  to  the  Purpose,  k  according  to  your 
Intentions,  if  not  we  beg  you'll  let  us  know  your  further  wishes. 
In  the  mean  time  recommending  ourselves  to  the  continuanoe  of 
your  worthy  Friendship,  we  have  the  honour  to  be  with  kind  salu- 
tations^ most  respectfully,  Sir,.  (Copy.) 

Jndane€L—nS2,  rec'd  Aug.  20,  from  N.  &  J.  Van  Stapborst,  to 
James  Searle,  Esq. 

No.  2. 
Amsterdam,  the  25th  July,  1781. 
Dear  Sir, 

Sinoe  you  are  desirous  to  have  from  us  by  writing  a  more  Par- 
ticular Explanation  than  we  had  the  honour  of  giving  you  the  19th 
May  last  by  form  of  a  letter,  about  the  manner  of  making  Loans  or 
Negotiations  in  this  Country,  we'll  now  trv  to  ^ve  you  as  full  an 
Idw  or  Intelligence  of  it  ss  we  are  able  to  do,  which  we  hope  at  the 
same  time  will  answer  to  your  Intentions. 

In  the  first  place  you'll  plesse  to  observe  Sir,  that  we've  a  Vvd^  ^1 
BroketB  or  Merebants,  whieh  we  call  (Migatit  Kopcra,  ^wVoiA  ^\^^ 
h9mu0  if  io  detd  m  the  funds,  by  purcbaaini^  «nd  «ftYi\ti\^  i^^a.-^^ 
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BoDcIs  of  almofit  erery  sort  of  Loans  or  NegotiatioiiSi  aeoording  ta 
the  mtrket  prices.  These  Gkntlemen  have  their  OorrespotidentB  in 
every  principal  Town  of  the  Different  Ph)Yince8,  to  which  the  Capi« 
talists  apply  for  employ  of  their  money,  by  which  means  yoa'll 
peroeite  toat  they  baye  a  greet  Inflaence  in  this  Branch  of  Bnaineas, 
and  particularly  so  when  a  Loan  or  Negotiation  is  proposed,  as  they 
have  a  sort  of  Contract  amongst  one  another  that  either  of  'em 
shall  take  each  a  part  or  share  in  all  the  negotiations  they  may  en- 
gage for. 

This  is  the  rcsson  Sir,  wherefore  it's  always  Costomary  and  even 
the  Treasurers  of  our  States  General  in  the  Different  Towns  gene- 
rally practice  it  for  goremmont  when  a  negotiation  is  intended,  to 
employ  those  Gentlemen  and  to  make  them  the  proposals  of  it,  whO| 
when  they  like  them,  undertake  the  whole  sum  or  part  of  it,  and 
engage  themselves  to  furnish  the  money  upon  such  terms  &  Umea 
as  they  agree  together,  and  the  most  part  of  them  being  valuable 
people  ft  men  of  honour  &  repute,  one  can  firmly  depend  npon  their 
engagements,  while  without  their  assistanoe  it  is  always  very  diffi- 
cult if  not  Impossible  to  come  through  with  any  Considerable 
Negotiation.  By  which  you  may  conclude  the  necessity  of  Employ- 
ing those  people,  since  by  their  Influence,  as  we  observed  abovey 
they  are  able  to  encourage  or  discourage  the  matter  as  they  please. 

On  their  undertaking  any  Loan  or  enga^sing  for  the  money  von 
can  easily  imagine,  that  they  have  a  good  Idea  of  it  and  that  tney 
flatter  themselves  of  placing  all  th3  Bonds,  however  as  they  can  be 
mistaken,  as  has  been  the  case  with  sundries  Negotiations,  particu- 
larly so  for  Suriname  and  our  other  Colonies,  of  which  many  Bonds 
or  obligations  have  remained  them,  and  they  are  however  to  procure 
the  money  they  always  enjoy  a  Premium,  or  as  it  is  generally  called 
a  Rcmedium,  which  naturally  is  proportionated  to  the  risk  or  appear- 
ance of  success  of  the  Loan,  and  goes  from  1,  to  2  or  3,  and  even  more 
per  Cent.  This  Remedium,  we  do  Confess,  seems  to  be  a  greatobjeel, 
considering  however  the  certainty  of  getting  the  whole  sum  com- 
pleated  at  the  limited  Terms,  &  calculated  upon  the  whole  time  of 
the  Negotiation,  it  wil)  prove  the  Contrary.  Let  us  give  an  Ex- 
ample. 

Supposing  then  that  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  was  to  Negociata 
a  sum  of  money  for  10  years  at  5  ^  CS  it  makes  50  ^  Ct 

The  remedium  we  do  suppos  2  ^  Cent  once,  2 

Commission  for  receiviog,  &c.,  1 

Item  for  pay<  off  the  Capital,  1 

Item  for  Paying  the  yearly  Interest,  &o.,  loSoc  ^ 

For.oharges  or  EspenoeB,afl  there*are  the  Seals  of  the 
Bondsi  the  Notary,  Brokerage^  -fto.|  we  sappoa»        1} 

*  its  in  10  yaaMy    66  ^  Ct. 

and  annually,      6^  V  Ct 

.      I    ■  .— — -T 
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This  we  think  will  \e  saffioient  to  give  yoa  a  M\  Idea  of  the 
whole  matter,  we  do  lament  much  that  the  present  Circamstanoes 
do  not  permit  as  jet  to  put  it  in  execution,  but  wish  it  may  soon  be 
the  oa'e  when  matters  are  altered  a  little,  and  then  we  flatter  oor- 
selves  that  we  shoald  be  able  to  make  a  loan  on  the  above  mentioned 
Terms  or  nearly  there  about,  tho'  it  is  Impossible  to  fix  it  before 
hand,  which  we  beg  you  will  always  remember. 

But  in  Case  the  State  of  Pensilvania,  by  your  Intercession,  should 
think  proper  to  favour  us  with  the  Commission^  you  may  depend 
upon  it,  Sir,  that  we'll  do  all  that  lays  in  our  power  for  the  best  of 
their  Intereet  and  to  give  you  honour  and  saUsfaction  of  jour 
Becommendation. 

We  remain  with  the  utmost  respect 

rndoned.—nS2,  Aug.  20,  rec'd  N.  &  J.  Van  Stephorst  to  J. 
Searle. 


GsN.  Wm.  Irvins  to  Pres.  Moors,  1782. 

'  Fort  Pitt,  July  26«,  1782. 
Sir, 

The  destruction  of  Hannas  Town  nut  the  people  generally  into 
great  confusion  for  some  days ;  the  alarm  is  partly  over,  and  some 
whq  fled  are  returning  again  to  their  places;  others  went  entirely  oflf. 
I  have  got  the  Lieutenant  of  the  County  and  others  prevailed  on  to 
encourage  some  of  the  Inhabitans  to  re-occupj  Hannas  Town,  by 
keeping  a  Post  or  small  Guard  there. 

Inclosed  is  duplicates  of  the  attestations  of  all  the  men  enlisted 
here ;  the  success  in  Recruiting  was  so  bad,  and  the  men  also  ordi- 
nary, that  I  thought  it  most  prudent  to  desbt — several  of  those  En- 
listed turned  out  to  be  DeserterSi  one  in  particular  from  our  own 
line,  who  I  instantly  Executed,  which  I  hope  will  deter  others. 
Perhaps  before  Winter  some  few  better  men  may  be  got.  M'  Hoof* 
nagle  informed  me  he  had  provided  some  provision  (on  a  Contract 
with  Council)  for  a  Ranging  Company  and  some  Militia  ordered  by 
Col.  Cook-^Hiud  being  in  an  extreme  pinch  for  Cash,  applied  to  roe  ; 
and  as  there  was  no  immediate  purpose  the  Recruiting  money  could 
be  applied  to,  I  let  him  have  one  hundred  &  thirty-seven  poinds.— 
He  prcHtised  to  bring  me.  your  Excellency's  order  or  replace  the 
money,  neither  of  which  has  been  done.  I  beg  to  have  your  Excel- 
lency's pleasure  in  the  matter,  that  in  case  you  should  not  think 
proper  to  place  it  to  his  account  and  give  me  Credit,  I  may  imme- 
diatelj  look  to  him  for  it. 

The  nnnainder'  shall  be  either  kept  till  a  proper  time  to  begin 
Recruiting  affain— or  disposed  off  as  jou  think  proper  to  direct. 
I  haive  we  honor  to  be.  With  great  Respect,  Sir, 

lour  Sxoellency's  Most  Obedient  Humble  Servant, 

W-  IRVINE. 

His  Exoellonoy  W*  Moore,  Esquire. 
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MiCEAIL  HUVFNAGLE   TO   PrES.  MoORB,  1782. 

Fort  Beed;  Jolj^  1788. 

Sir, 

I  am  sorry  to  inform  yonr  EzeelleDoy,  that  Laat  SatudaT  at  two 
O'clock  in  the  afternoon,  Banna's  Town  was  atftaek'd  by  about  oat 
hundred  Whites  &  Blacks.  We  fonnd  seyeral  Jaoketai  the  bsttoas 
mark'd  with  the  King's  eighth  Regiment  At  the  same  Time  this 
Town  was  attack'd,  another  party  attaok'd  Fort  Miller,  about  fimr 
Miles  from  this  Place.  Hanna's  Town  &  Fort  Miliar  in  a  shoit 
"'  Time  where  rednced  to  Ashes,  aboat  twenty  of  the  Inhabitaiita  kill'd 
and  taken,  about  one  hundred  head  of  Cattle,  a  number  of  hoiass 
and  hogs  kill'd.  Such  wanton  destruction  I  never  beheld,  baminc 
and  destroying  as  they  went  The  People  of  this  Place  bebaTed 
brave ;  retired  to  the  Fortt,  left  their  all  a  prey  to  the  Bnemy,  ft  with 
twenty  Men  only,  &  nine  guns  in  good  order,  we  stood  the  attack 
'till  dark.  At  first,  some  of  the  Enemy  came  dose  to  the  Pioketi^ 
but  where  soon  oblidg'd  to  retire  farther  off.  I  cannot  inform  yoa 
what  Number  of  the  Enemy  may  be  kill'd,  as  wee  see  them  from  the 
Fortt  carrying  off  severals. 

The  situation  of  the  Inhabitants  is  deplorable,  a  number  of  them 
not  having  a  Blanket  to  lye  on,  nor  a  Second  Suit  to  put  on  their 
Backs.  Affairs  are  strangely  managed  here;  where  the  fault  lies  I 
will  not  presume  to  say.  This  Place  being  of  the  greatest  conse- 
quence to  the  Frontiers,  to  be  left  destitute  of  Men,  Arms  &  ammu- 
nition is  surprising  to  me,  although  frequent  applications  have  been 
made.  Tour  Excellency  I  hope  will  not  be  offended  my  mentioning 
that  I  think  it  would  not  be  amiss  that  proper  inquiry  should  be 
made  about  the  management  of  the  Public  affiiirs  in  this  County ; 
and  also  to  recommend  to  th^  Legislative  Body  to  have  some  provision 
made  for  the  Poor  distressed  People  here.  Your  known  humanity 
convinces  me  that  you  will  do  every  Uiing  in  your  power  to  i 
us  in  our  distress'd  situation. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  your  Excellency's 
most  obt  Hble.  Servt., 

MICH.  HDFFNAGLE. 
Indaned,—Jvlj  80, 1782. 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency  William  Moore,  Esqr.,  Presidt.,  Philadelphia. 


Wm.  Atlbs  to  P&es.  Moorb,  1782. 

Lancaster,  the  80th  July,  1782. 
Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  honour  to  inclose  to  Council  the  Copy's  of  a 
number  of  examinations  which  I  have  taken  respecting  a  Robbery 
perpetrated  on  Friday  last  on  the  great  Boad,  leading  from  Phila- 
deJ^bia  to  Lancaster. 


PENNSYLVANLi  AECHIVES  1782.  597 

As  tlie  destruotion  of  publio  propertji  with  design  to  distress 
wit  Armies,  seems  the  principal  object  with  these  Tillians,  tho*  in  the 
vresent  case  they  have  carried  off  a  large  quantity  of  valuable  goods 
belonging  to  individuals,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  give  Gonnoil  the 
earliest  information  of  the  facts  which  I  have  been  able  to  oollect 
reacting  this  business,  that  such  measures  may  be  taken  to  prevent 
an  increase  Df  strength  to  this  dangerous  gang,  ft  a  further  prosecu- 
tion of  their  dosiens,  as  Councill  shall  think  will  be  most  proper. 
None  of  the  Persons  whose  examinations  I  have  taken  seem  to 
,  know  the  men  who  have  committed  this  crime :  the'  the  suspicions 
-  of  the  neighbours,  I  am  told,  are  strong  against  a  certain  Tho*  BuUer 

*  &  on6  Pue,  who  are  both  of  Chester  county  ft  may  be  known  to 
,  Hijor  Beatton  (who  was  attacked  ft  made  prisoner  by  them  while 

*  they  plundered  the  waggons)  as  he  is  an  inhabitant  of  Chester  county. 
'  I  have  not  yet  seen  him  to  have  his  account  of  the  transaction ;  but 

shall  persist  in  my  enquir/s  ft  shall  give  Council  every  intelligence 
I  may  get  possessed  of  which  may  lead  to  discover  ft  detect  these 
daring  plunderers. 

A  number  of 'the  Inhabitants  of  the  part  of  the  Country  adjacent 
to  the  place  where  the  Robbery  was  done,  were  out  in  search  of  these 
'  fellows,  the  morning  after   the  transactioni  but  I  have  not  yet 
.  heard  of  their  success. 
'  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Sir,  Your  most  obed.  Servant. 
WILL-  ATLEB.* 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency,  William  Moore^  Esquire,  President  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania. 
y  Joseph  Patten. 


Examination  ov  Abghibald  Hendsbson,  1782. 

Examination  of  Archibald  Henderson  the  younger  of  Salsbury  Town. 

afaip,  Lancaster  County,  taken  the  28th  of  July,  1782 

The  said  Archibald  Henderson  saith—On  Thursday,  the  25th 

instant,  I  was  engaged  in  Philad*  by  Joseph  Patton  to  take  a  Load 

'  of  continental  property   from    Philad*  to  Lancaster — I   on   that 

*  Day  took  into  my  wagson  a  Hogshead  of  Cloatfaing,  four  Barrels  of 

Vinegar  ft  m  Bale  of  Blankets  belonging  to  the  public,  ft  had  in  my 

waggon  some  Sugar  and  Cofiw  &  some  small  artieleB  of  private 

-'property.     My  waggon  left  Philadelphia  on  Thursday  Ev^  about 

i'  five  o'clock,  having  Jaoob  Miller  of  Peqnea  as  a  Passenger,  I  pro- 

'  ee^ded  to  the  Valley  HUl,  on  ^  Lancasttir  Road,  ft  on  Friday 

-  Bv«binc  last,  between  5  ft  6  o'Olook,  near  the  88  Mile  stone,  Mr. 

'  BedwelT  bad  walked  forward — ^l  saw  two  men  coming  towards  n8, 

^  tty.  waggon  was  three  or  four  Bods  before  Mr.  Johnston's^^Jaoob 

•  See  Col.  B«t:,  VoL  Xni.,p.  8S8, 

Vol.  IX.— 26. 
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RbSOLTTTION  op  GOKORE69y   1782. 

By  the  United  States,  in  Congress  issembled. 

:  Jnly  16th,  1782. 

James  Wilson  and  Jonathan  Dickinson  Sergeant,  Esquires,  sgenti 
for  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  with  Henry  Osborne,  Esq., 
Solicitor  and  agent,  appeared  in  behalf  of  th^t  Commonwealth,  and 
Eliphalet  Dyer  and  Jessee  Root,  Esquires,  Agents  for  GonneeticDti 
appeared  in  behalf  of  that  State,  in  the  cause  depending  before  the 
United  States  of  America,  in  Congress  assemblea,  between  Uie  said 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  State  of  Conneetioaf. 

The  agents  for  Pennsylvania  produced  new  powerS|  which  were 
read — as  follows:* 

The  agents  of  Connecticut  having  objected  against  the  powers  of 
the  agents  of  Pennsylvania  and  moved  that  it  may  be  shown  that 
the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania  have  a  right  to 
grant  such  powers  &  commission.  Ordered  that  the  agents  with- 
draw. 

On  motion,  That  the  agents  of  Pennsylvania  &  Connecticut  be 
called  in  and  informed  by  the  President  that  the  powers  given  to 
the  agents  of  Pennsylvania  and  Connecticut  are  in  the  Judgment  of 
Congress  sufficient. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Smith, 


Newhampshire. 
Massachusetts. 


Rhode  Island. 
Conneotieut. 

New  York. 
New  Jersey. 


Pennsylvania. 


Delaware. 


Maryland, 


Mr.  Oilman,  ay. 
Mr.  Osgood,  no. 
Mr.  Lowell,  no. 
Mr.  Jackson,  no. 
Mr.  Cornell,  no. 
Mr.  Howell,  no. 
Mr.  Root,  no. 
Mr.  IWer,  no. 
Mr.  Uuntington,  no. 
Mr.  Duane,  ay. 
Mr.  Clark,  ay. 
Mr.  Condict,  ay. 
Mr.  Witherspoon,  ay. 
Mr.  Montgomery,  ay. 
Mr.  Smith,  ay. 
Mr.  Clymer,  ay. 
Mr.  McKean,  ay. 
Mr.  Dickinson,  ay. 
Mr.  Wharton,  na 
Mr.  Hanson;  ay. 

*  Notfbund. 


>x 


No. 


No. 


No. 


! 

) 
1- 

I  Ay. 
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Yirgini%,  Mr.  IfiidMoii,  no.' 

Mr.  Lee,  no. 
South  CaroUna.        Mr.  Rtttfedge,  ay. 
Mr.  Bamaajy  ay. 
Mr.  Iiaiid,  Wk 
Mr.  MiOdleioD,  ay. 

Georgia.  Mr.  Tal&ir,  ay. 

Mr.  Jonesi  ay. 
Mr.  FeW|  i^. 

So  the  qutadon  was  lost. 

A  motion  was  then  mado  by  Mr.  Lee,  seconded  by  Mr.  Madison, 
That  the  i^ents  be  called  in  ft  deeired  to  proceed. 

And  tlia  l^eas  and  Nays  being  reqair^  by  Mr.  Smith, 


No. 


I  Ay. 


Newhampshire. 

Mr.  Oilman,  ay. 

Massadinsetts. 

Mr.  Osgood,  ay. 

Mr.  Lowell,  ay. 

Mr.  Jackson,  ay. 

Bhode  Ishnd. 

Mr.  Cornell,  ay. 

Mr.  HoweU,  ay. 

GonneeUont 

Mr.  Boot,  ay. 

Mr.  Huntington,  ay. 

Mr.  Dyer,  ay. 

New  York. 

Mr.  Dnane,  ay. 

New  Jersey. 

Mr.  Clark,  ay. 

Mr.  Condict,  ay. 

• 

Mr.  Witherspoon,  ay. 

Pennsjlvania. 

Mr.  Montgomery,  ay. 

Mr.  Smith,  ay. 

Mr.  Olymer,  ay. 

BeUware. 

Mr.  McKean,  ay. 

Mr.  Dickinson,  ay. 

Mr.  Wharton,' ay. 

Maryland. 

Mr.  Hanson,  ay. 

Virginia. 

Mr.  Madison,  ay. 

Mr.  Bland,  no. 

Mr.  Lae,  ay. 

Sonth  Carolina. 

BIr.  Batledge,  ay. 

Mr.  Bans*y,  ay, 

Mr.  Isard,  ay. 

Mr.  Middleton,  ay. 

Georgia. 

Mr.  teMWr,  ay. 

. 

•  Mr.  Jones,  ay. 

-■   •<.. 

Mr.  Few,  ay. 

I  Ay. 

}Ay. 

!" 
1" 

I  Ay. 
I  Ay. 

h 

Uy. 
I  Ay. 
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Examination  ov  Jaoob  Millbb,  1782. 

The  Examination  of  Ja<^b  Miller  of  Salsbary  Township  in  Laneuter 
County,  Joiner— the  29th  July,  1782. 

The  aaid  Jacob  Miller  aaith— On  Friday  laat  in  tbe  afUmoM 
between  6  &  6  o'Clock  as  I  think,  I  waa  in  a  waj»on  of  ArohibaU 
Henderson's  ooming  up  from  Philadelphia,  near  the  88  mile  Sums 
on  the  Lanoaster  tLoid — had  been  asleep  in  the  waggon.  The 
wagffon  turned  off  the  Road  &  seemed  as  if  it  wou'd  oreraettywhioh 
awakened  me — ^I  jumped  up  &  looked  oot-Hmw  a  fellow  with  hii 
face  blackened  having  hold  of  the  horses-^the  fellow  when  be  ssw 

.  me  came  to  me  ft  presented  two  Pistols  to  me,  and  said  he  wou'd  blew 
my  Brains  out  if  I  stirred  a  step — I  upon  that  kept  in  the  wammft 

-  saw  another  man  with  his  face  blackened  haying  hold  of  the  Hoisei 
of  Johnsons'  waggon  which  was  a  little  behind— they  took  the 
waggons  into  the  woods  swearing  that  if  the  drivers  ran  against  aiy 
Saplin  or  Tree,  they  would  blow  their  Brains  out — took  the  waggons 
to  a  Clear  spot  at  some  distance  from  the  Road — ^they  then  tore  oat 
the  end  gate  of  Hendersons  waggon^^md  tore  out  a  Bale  of 

.  Blankets*- they  then  told  ikrchibald  Henderson  to  get  np  ft  threw 
out  the  Load--be  refused  &  said  they  might  do  it  themselves — they 
then  ordered  me  to  throw  the  things  out — I  was  obliged  to  obey 

'  their  orders  &  rolled  some  Barrels  of  Vinegar  forward,  which  broke 

.  when  the  Vinegar  was  out  they  made  me  roll  out  the  Hogshead 
with  the  oloathittg  in — when  the  Hogshead  fell  down  the  litUe  Nan 
took  a  stone  &  knocked  in  the  head  &  took  it  out — he  then  pulled 
out  a  quantity  of  the  Cloathing — he  then  called  me  a  dara'd  Hessian 
Bongre  &  bid  me  come  down — when  I  came  down  he  prseented  hit 
Pistols  to  me  &  made  me  pull  out  more  of  the  Cloatha — they  then 
made  me  go  towards  the  other  waggon—- the  little  fellow  then  want 
into  Johnson's  waggon  &  threw  some  goods  out — he  met  with  a  K^ 
which  he  said  was  Powder  to  ffo  against  the  Indians-«he  threw  it 
out  &  it  broke  &  appeared  to  be  Tea — upon  which  the  big  fellew 
said  damn  it  this  begun  the  Warr-^-after  some  time  the  big  fellew 
went  up  to  the  Road,  we  presently  heard  a  gun  fired  &  diraedy 

:  after  he  returned  &  brought  Major  Boatton  with  him  who  waa  tied 
and  made  to  sit  down«-4hey  took  out  the  Ooods  &  put  theoi  in 
Baggs  the  little  fellow  filled  his  Pockets  with  small  artidea&went 
sometiDies  to  the  wood»— I  heard  some  talking  in  the  woods  but  saw 
none  but  the  two  men — about  annsct  the  little  fellow  made  a 
Fire  by  snapping  bis  Pistol  to  some  Tow  &  putting  some  light  wood 
&•  some  Brush  handles  together-r-he  then  put  the  Hosshead  to  the 
fire  &  throw'd  the  Cloalhing  on,  sayiuff  that  the  damned  poor  Rebels 
wanted  the  Cloathing  bad  ■  enough,  but  it  was  no  matter— during 
these  transactions  -Ibey  catched  an  old  man  by  the  Hill  aide  £ 
biofght  hin^  down  to  us — they  also  rolled  the  Bale  of  Blankets  to 
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tbe  Art  &  vni  a  Mhk  tguoBt  ii  to  keep  il  to  tbe  fire — ^thej  didnoti 
bum  any  tning  but  the  public  property^-'-they  then  made  as  promii8< 
not  to  stir  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour  k  not  to  aay  any  thing  for  fonr 
Hoars  after— they  said  they  knew  as  all  well  enough  &  Uireatened. 
that  if  we  desoribed  them,  they  would  bum  and  destroy  e^ery  thing 
we;had'-4hey  then  went  away  on  foot— -I  presently  heard  the  feet 
of  Horses  ratling  alonf  towards  our  left— I  don't  know  either  of 
them,  nor  never  saw  either  of  them  before  to  my  knowledge — ^I 
don't  know  Tho*  BuUer  nor  Pile-^I  did  not  hear  them  call  each 
other  by  any  Name— the  little  man  had  four  Pistols  in  his  Belt  &• 
two  in  his  Hands— 4  the  big  man  had  four  Pistols  that^I  saw— 
they  damned  us  for  Rebels  a  said  this  was  only<thc  beginning- im 
satis&etion  for  Fits  who  was  banged  they  said  they  wou'd  be  re- 
ytnjffidfor  him-^before  they  went  off  they  took  the  Saddle  ft  Bridle 
from  MMor  Beatton's  Horse  &  let  him  ruui  ft  told  the  Major  that 
lie  should  not  ride. 

And  farther  saith  not 

(Signed)  JACOB  ItUJiEB. 

(Copy.) 

Sworn  ft  subscribed' the  29  July^  1782^  Before  me 

W.  ASHLER. 


Examination  ov  Thomaa  Bbbwbix,  1782. 

The  Bxambation  of  Thoma»  Bedwell  of  the  City  of  PhilEtdelphia 
Dealer— taken  the  28th  July  1782. 

The  teid  Thomas  Bedwell  saith  that  on  the  ETening  of  Friday  the 
S6th  instant,  on  the  Valley  HiU  near  the  88  mile  stone,  he  was 
eoming  with  two  Waggons  in  company  witii  John  Johnson  up  the 
Yalley  Hill  on  the  Philadelphia  Road— was  Sr  passenrar  in  one  of  the 
waggmis— had  got  to  the  top  of  the  Hill  ft  was  about  s  hundred 
yards  a  head  of  the  Waggon»--ffiw  2  men  sitting  on  •  1(^  by  the 
roa^  side  with  their  Hekdsdown  resting  on  their  Haiid»— had  passed 
-  those  meii  a  few  yards— heard  thcfm  running  after  him— was  oidered 
to  stop— they  came  up  to  him— showed  him  under  their  Cloathasome 
lar^  PIsltols  with  bnss  Barrels— their  ftfees  weie  blackened— they 
said  they  had  waited  for  him  some  Ume— be  said  he  believed  they 
were  mistake*  as  tohim— they  ordered  him  out  of  the  Bead  into  the 
Woods— he  went— as  soon  M  they  had  him  well  out  of  sights  they 
took  off  his  Garter  ft  bound  his  Hands  behind  him— they  eaeh  put 
IT  Pistol  to  his  side  ft  obliged  him  to  retire  further  into  the  wood»— 
the  i^aggons  now  rose  the  brow  of  the  HiU— one  of  them  staid  with 
&im  a  short  time— the  other  went  towards  the  waggons  ft  returned 
again  ft  then  they  pat  him  up  against  a  Tree  ft  interrogated  him  as 
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to  the  loading  of  the  waggons,  particularly  as  to  what  money  w«i  ia 
them — ^he  could  not  tell  the  loading— they  then  charged  him  to 
continue  there  on  pain  of  beioff  shoti  after  he  had  told  them  that  H' 
Johnson  bad  some  money  of  his  to  keep  for  him — they  said  they 
belonged  to  a  larger  gang  and  wanted  nothing  bat  publio  property 
&  would  return  all  private  property  again  or  would  not  tooch  it— 
they  then  left  him  k  went  towards  the  waggons — they  brooght  the 
waggons  to  where  be  was,  with  their  drivers  and  another  Paseengcr 
named  Jacob  Miller — ihey  then  proceeded  with  ns  about  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  further  into  a  deep  hollow  where  there  waa  a  detf  spot,  of 
Ground,  taking  the  waggons  along — they  there  ordered  the  waggonem 
to  unload — several  Barrels  of  vinegar  were  thrown  oat  and  atove  to 
pieces — they  got  out  a  Hogshead  with  clothing  for  the  army,  a  laiga 
Bale  of  Blankets  for  the  army  &  many  other  artiplea-  -alao  aandiy 
valuable  articles  of  merchandiie  belonging  to  CoL  Swope,  M'  Hay  k 
H'  Billmeyer  of  Tork  town,  being  marked  for  them-^they  opened 
all  the  packages  as  they  came  to  the  ground — they  made  up  the 
articles  of  merpbandize  belonging  to  those  Gentlemen  in  Bundles  & 
carried  them  to  the  right  &  left  of  us  into  the  woods,  saying  the 
owners  were  damned  Rebels,  always  leaving  one  over  us  as  a  Guard 
—while  they  were  unloading  one  of  the  two  went  to  the  Road  after 
a  Person  who  was  seen  riding  there  on  Horseback-^the  report  of  a 
Gun  or  Pistol  was  soon  after  beard  &  presently  that  Person  on 
horseback  was  brought  to  us — that  Person  be  bears  is  called  Major 
Beatton  of  Chester  County — they  tied  his  hands  behind  him  & 
ordered  him  to  join  the  rest  of  ns — they  then  proceeded  to  unloading 
&  examining  the  rest  of  the  Goods  presently  after  an  old  man  was 
seen  gathering  Herbs  in  the  woods — one  of  them  went  &  brought 
him  &  made  him  join  us — after  they  had  carried  off  a  eonsiderable 
quantity  of  the  Goods,  they  filled  two  Bags  with  silk  Handkerchiefs, 
Jeans  k  other  light  articles  k  laid  the  Bags  on  the  Groand— 
they  then  proceeded  to  make  a  fire  of  a  number  of  Broom  handles 
which  were  in  the  waggons  (which  thev  called  fiag  staflGi)  k  the 
Hogshead  which  the  Cloathing  was  in — ^toey  then  put  the  clothing 
all  about  it — they  burnt  all  the  Cloathing,  saying  it  waa  a  high 
satisfaction  for  them  to  burn  it,  as  it  was  for  the  damned  Rebels  k 
wished  they  had  a  great  deal  more  of  it — while  they  were  biisyed 
about  this  they  heard  three  other  waggons  go  alonff  the  *Boad  k 
lamented  that  we  were  not  sufficiently  secured  to  enable  them  to  take 
the  other  three  waggons — they  seemed  to  be  well  acquainted  with  the 
loading  of  the  waggons  k  that  it  was  publio  property— -they  kept  as 
in  the  woods  till  near  dark  k  left  us  with  an  injunction  not  to  stir  for 
a  quarter  of  an  Hour  on  pain  of  being  shot-^about  an  hour  befbie 
they  went  off,  tbey  rolled  the  bale  of  Blankets  to  the  firo  &  aat  that 
on  fire  with  the  rest — before  they  went  away  they  apologised  to  as 
for  their  treatment  of  us,  saying  they  were  Friends  to  the  King  affd 
his  Governmeat|  were  in  the  Country  k  were  denied  the  moans  of 
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getting  oat  of  it,  ft  had  no  other  way  to  support  themselyes — be 
Uiinks  he  hu  seen  one  of  those  Persons  in  Pbiladelphii^— one  of  them 
was  a  light  made  well  proportioned  man,  with  brown  hair  eat  short 
had  on  a  large  french  eocked  fiat — a  djed  fastian  oliye  coloured 
Coat  or  Frook  with  outside  pockets— a  cordaroy  Tclvet  Breeches  of 
Dearly  the  same  ooloar— had  a  plain  pair  of  siWer  Buttons  in  his 
sleeves  of  an  oval  form— had  a  small  silver  Broach  in  his  Bosom  set 
in  Diamonds— their  working  had  deard  their  faces,  so  that  he  cou'd 
observe  him  to  be  a  mddy  complozioned  Peraon  with  a  thin  nose  & 
thin  Lips  &  rather  sour  ooontenanoe--4Phe  other  was  a  tall  well  set 
man,  dressed  in  a  linnen  Coat,  Jacket  &  overalls  which  were  tied 
roand  the  small  of  the  Leg — had  brown  hair  tied  behind— a  pale 
complexion  with  an  aqaaline  Nose. 
And  farther  saith  not 

(Siffned,)  THO  BEDWELL. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  the  28th  July  1782.  before  me. 

W.  ATLBB. 
(Copy.) 


Examination  of  John  Johnson,  1782. 

The  Examination  of  John  Johnson  of  the  Town  of  Carlisle  in  Cam- 
berland  Coanty,  Tavemkeeeper— taken  the  28th  July  1782. 

The  said  John  Johnson  saith.  On  Friday  last  the  26th  instant 
between  the  Hours  of  5  &  6  o'clock  in  the  Evening  at  the  88  mile 
stone  on  the  Philadelphia  Road,  having  a  waggon  with  me  loaded 
with  goods  for  Mr.  Swope,  Mr.  Hay  &  Mr.  Billmeyer  of  Torktown, 
ft  being  in  company  with  a  waggon  drove  by  Archibald  Henderson 
two  Men  came  to  us — Mr.  Henderson's  waggon  was  foremost — the 
two  men  had  their  faces  blacked  &  their  Hair  powdered — one  of  the 
men  seised  Mr.  Henderson's  leading  horse— the  other  of  the  men 
presented  two  Pistols  at  my  Breast— they  were  large  Pistols  with 
brass  (mrrels — ho  had  two  other  smaller  Pistols  at  his  Belt — ^he 
damned  me  to  turn  roand  and  follow  the  other  waggon  immediately 
ft  said  if  I  ofiered  to  stop  or  fasten  upon  any  tree  designedly  he  would 
blow  my  brains  out— he  took  us  down  aboat  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from 
the  Road  to  a  small  valley,  where  there  was  about  an  acre  of  Qronnd 
or  some  small  piece  cleared — ^he  stopped  Henderson's  team  and 
ordered  me  to  drive  mine  up  close  along  side  of  itp— one  of  the  misn 
eame  up  to  me  &  prasented  his  Pistols  and  ordered  the  other  one  to 
tie  my  hands  behind  my  Back — when  I  was  tied  I  looked  round  ft 
aaw  Mr.  Bedwell  there  tied— Mr.  Bedwell  was  a  passenger  in  mj^ 
waggon  from  Philad'a — the  largest  of  the  two  men  left  the  other  theo 
as  a  Oaard  over  as  ft  went  to  the  Road  again — shortly  after  I  heard 
a  Pistol  go  off— shortly  after  he  brought  a  Major  Beatton  of  Chester 
county  to  the  place  where  we  was  ft  tied  his  hands  behind  Iabl  v^^ 
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ordered  him  to  ait  down— before  the  Major  Oftme  thej  had  et^mi; 
the  man  who  was  in  Mr.  Henderson's  waggon  to  throw  iht  load  o«l 
— while  they  were  unloading  that  waggon  there  waa^  ma  old  men. 
walking  on  the  side  of  the  Hill|  who  said  he  was  lodking  for  Hertsj 
— one  of  the  Robbers  hailed  him  &  brought  him  down  tous^  1n«t  did. 
not  tie  him— the  largest  of  the  two  men  stood  goard  orer  m  the 
other  went  to  work  unloading  the  waggons — ^he  went  into  ihrnion, 
part  of  my  whmm  first— saw  a  vm^q^  Lead  laying  tbeie^  dama^ 
you  (says  he)  thu  is  to  shoot  the  Indians — then  he  went  to  the  hind. 
part  of  the  waggon  &  pitohed  out  a  krge  Bos  with- Mr:  Hay'f  i 


on  it — after  that  he  threw  out  another — then  he  found  a  Utile  Km. 
&  saying  damn  you  this  is  the  Powder,  to  fp  with  the  Lead  to  UU: 
the  Indians  he  threw  that  out — it  broke  with  the  &U  A  he  tbenV 
why  damn  it^  it  is  Tea— the  other  made  answer  it  makes  no  odds,  it 
was  that  begun  the  Warr — then  he  threw  out  a  Bagof  Cofte  whUi 
bursted  open— I  told  him  I  oould  not  see  what  service  that  behaTioor 
would  be  to  him,  as  he  oould  not  take  it  away — ^the  other  one  Udd 
him  then  not  to  throw  any  more  out  till  he  would  see  what  was  in  the 
Boxes— they  then  examined  the  Boxes  and  found  Mr.  Swopesft  M' 
Hay's  name  on  them  &  said  they  knew  them  to  be  damned  Bebds 
&  knocked  them  open — when  they  had  them  open  &  saw  that  the 
Goods  suited  them,  the  little  man  took  a  Parcel  &  carried  them  to 
the  left  of  where  we  were — came  back  &  took  another  arm  fbill  i 
filled  his  Pockets  with  snuff  Boxes,  Tapes  ft  other  small  artkles'& 
carried  them  to  the  right  of  where  we  were — then  he  retumed  and 
took  another  armfull  &  pocketfull  &  went  to  the  left  of  na  again— 
I  then  plainly  heard  him  talk  to  somebody,  as  I  thought  about  fifteen 
Bods  distance  from  us  among  Uie  Bushes— I  did  not  see  the  Person 
he  was  talking  to — then  he  returned  &  went  to  my  wapspn  &  took 
two  Bags  out,  &  filled  the  Bags  with  Hc^nd,  Cambri3[s,  I^wn% 
Chiatxes  or  Calliooes,  &  other  fine  articles — when  he  had  the  twA 
Baggs  filled  he  left  them  on  the  Ground  &  they  were  not  taken  awsy, 
till  they  both  went  entirely  off — ^Before  they  unloaded  my  team  Uiey 
ordered  the  waggoner  of  Mr.  Henderson's  Team  to  unload — foar 
Barrels  of  Vineger  were  thrown  out — they  all  stove  but  one-^tben 
a  large  Hogahead  was  thrown  out,  filled  with  soldiers  Coata,  Una 
faced  with  white,  the  buttons  marked  U.  8. — &  a  large  Bale  of 
Blankets — the.  least  of  the  two  Bobbers  then  came  to  my  wagm  ft 
took  away  five  Brush  handles  to  the  plsoe  where  the  Hogshttd  was 
laying — he  then  made,  a  fire  out  of  the  Pan  of  one  of  his  Pistols  ft 
kindled  a  fire— set  these  a  fire  round  the  Hogshead— some  pf  thei 
Cloaths  were  in  it  ft  some  out— he  then  threw  lisht  stuff  on  it  to 
make  it  bum — when  they  were  about  half  burnt  he  rolled  the  Bale 
of  Blankets  close  up  to  them  ft  sat  them  on  fire  likewise— while  he 
was  burning  these  things  he  was  damnioff  Gen.  Washington  &  the 
Kobels  saying  it  was  true  the  Soldiers  had  need  of  them  but  it  made 
no  odds  as  they  were  damned  Bebcls — the  largest  of  the  two  men 
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wnie  iof  me  two  or  three  different  timen  ft  mlkei  ttie  if  I  kvew  him 
— ^I  might  bftye  eeen  his  faoe  bat  did  not  ebooee  to  say  moBh  to  him 
for  fcir--he  said  be  kiWfir  me  end  Mked  me  mf  ttMne  ft  eaid  be 
koew  wherel  liTed  ft  thst  I  travelled  the  Itoed  prettj  often— he 
•rid  that  if  erer  I  deeeribed  him  or  one  of  then,  they  would  take  onr 
SIb  the  fint  time  we  travelled  tho  Roac^he  eaid  it  was  eome  eatis- 
facUon  to  them  for  Friti,  what  they  had  done  but  was  not  half  what 
they  would  do  ft  said  they  had  a  nnmbe^  Of  men -ft  if  ther  were 
ooUpeCed  they  Wottid  g6  through  the  Whole  Country — we  asked  them 
if  they  wou'd  untie  .ue  before  they,  went  away,,  aa  we  saw  them  pre- 
paring to  go  off— they  untied  me  ft'  lefl  the  Major  and  Mr.  Bed  well 
tied — neither  Mr.  Henderson  nor  Jacob  Miller  were  tied  during  the 
whole  transaction — they  then  charged  us  not  to  move  from  the  place 
till  a  full  quarter  of  an  hour  afler  they  were  gone  on  perill  of  our 
'Bvee— wo  were  there  about  three  hours — ^it  was  night  before  they 
went  away — they  bid  teewetl  to  n»— -went  away  ft  took  the  two 
Bags  with  them--^  I  heard  their  Horses  feet  going  directly  towards 
that  old  mans  House — one  Goats  I  heard  his  name  was — they  told 
US  that  if  we  said  anything  of  them  for  four  Hours  after  ^e  did  go 
iway  that  we  should  suffer  for  it — we  went  from  the  place  about  ten 
minntea  after  they  were  gone— enquired  for  a  Magistrate — ^found  that 
Sqiiire  Olingan  was  from  homo  ft  proceeded  on  our  Joume^-*I  have 
aaen  t&o  two  men  before-— doot  now'  where— with  their  work  ft 
wiping  their  hoes  they  took  the  black  off-— one  of  them  was  a  well 
nade  man  about  five  feet  eleven  inches  high — had  brown  coloured 
bair  tied  behind — a  round  beaver  or  fur  Hatt-— a  white  Goat  Hnnen 
— ^with  Jacket  ft  overalls  of  the  same  tied  in  his  Shoes — had  a  pair 
of  oval  |fib<Ahack  Buckels  in  his  shoes— he  seemed  full  faced  ft 
father  of  a,  swarthy  colour — I  think  he  is  grey  eyed  ft  has  a  romidini; 
ffoman  Nose  ft  is  thin  lippedr— I  oould  not  see  his  teeth^^tbe  other 
was  a  man  I  think  about  five  feet  seven  Inches  high — ^well  made  ft  a 
■trakrhl  little  man — seemed  of  a  fresh  complexion  thin  nosed — had 
on  a  utige  french  Hat  cocked — had  short  hair---dark  or  brown  coloured 
— had  a  fustian  Goat  on  of  a  eoslin  or  brownish  coloui>-rBreeohes  ft 
Jaeket  of  corded  Velvet — ^rather  darker— had  a  large  pur  of  silver 
Kneebndtles  ft  Shoebuckles  of  the  same  stuff — they  appeared  to  be 
(Silver — ^had  white  stockings  on  whether  worsted  or  cotton  I  dont 
know — the  Baokles  were  of  a  square  form — while  they  were  looking 
over  the  artfeles  on  the  Ground,  the  little  fellow  met  with  a  Package 
of  Handkeiohief^  with  Gen.  Washington  stamped  on  them— upon 
aeriaff  the  stamp,  he  said  God  damn  him,  if  he  was  here  we  would 
bum  him  along  with  the  doaths— I  told  the  biggest  of  the  two  men 
'tiiat  I  hoped  they  would  not  take  any  thing  about  Mrselves — he  said 
hj  no  means— the  little  fellow  then  came  to  me  and  asked  me  for 
BiV  money— I  gave  it  to  him  tied  in  a  linnen  purse — he  went  away 
with  it  on  pretence  to  get  a  drink — when  they  were  going  awa^  L 
apoke  to  the  big  one  ft  siud  that  he  had  promised  OiiLt  ^q^Vsatl^^^'Q^  ^ 
be  taken  fma  mji^lf—be  then  ordered  the  UtAi^  otia  U)  teXnm  \s^l 

26* 
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money — ^he  retarned  me  my  puree  ft  I  found  upon  ezaminatioa  that 
there  wee  £7  15  5  gone  out  of  it — it  was  all  my  own.mon^^ — ^I  had 
none  in  keeping  for  Mr.  Bedwell  but  throw'd  it  into  Mr.  Bedwell's 
bundle  as  we  oame  along — the  big  one  had  given  me  that  Bundle  ibi 
I  claimed  it  when  they  were  examining  the  wagf^on — ^I  did  not  hear 
them  call  one  another  by  their  Names — they  nid  one  was  Captain 
one  day  the  other  the  next 
And  further  saith  not 

(Signed,)  JOHN  JOHNSTON. 

Sworn  &  Bubsoribed  the  28  July  1782,  before  me. 

W.  ATLBB.  . 
(Copy.) 


David  Duncan  to  Ma.  Cunningham,  Mbicbsb  ov  Couv- 
ciL  FROM  Lancasisb,  1782. 

PitUburg,  July  80th,  1782. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  have  taken  the  Liberty  of  Writing  you  the  Situation  of  our 
Unhappy  Country  at  present  In  the  ^et  plaoe,  I  make  no  doubt 
But  you  have  heard  of  the  bad  euooesB  of  our  Campaign  against  the 
Indian  Towns,  and  the  Late  stroke  the  savages  have  gave  Hannaa- 
town,  which  was  all  Reduced  to  ashes  except  two  Houaes,  ezolnaive 
of  a  small  Fort  which  happily  saved  all  that  were  so  fortunate  to  get 
to  it  There  were  upwards  of  Twenty  kill'd  and  takok,  the  moat  of 
Whom  were  Women  &  Children.  At  the  same  time,  a  small  Fort 
four  miles  from  thence  was  taken,  supposed  to  be  by  a  Detaohmqnt 
of  the  same  Party.  I  assure  you  that  the  situaUon  of  the  frontiers 
of  our  County  is  truly  alarming  at  present,  and  worthy  our  moat 
serious  Consideration. 

I  am  at  much  of  a  Loss  to  know  what  some  men  means  that's 
Inhabitants  of  this  County.  I  am  sure  I  can't  say  thov  are  all 
Friends  to  America  from  their  actions  and  every  of  their  Behaviour; 
they  strain  every  sinews  &  Nerve  to  raise  disputes ;  keep  the  peo- 
ple in  Parties ;  these  practices  have  been  theii:  greatest  study  ever 
since  they  have  come  to  this  side  the  Mountains,  And  Mr.  F, 
is  the  very  Man  I  mean ;  and  by  his  Low  Means  and  Deceitful  insin- 
uations; have  got  himself  Elected  for  a  Magistrate,  by  an  Eleetion 
that's  altogether  Contrary  to  Law.  The  Advertisements  for  the 
Election  was  set  up  the  fifteenth  and  the  Election  held  the  Twen- 
tieth, which  was  only  five  days'  Notice  to  Circulate  through  this 
Jjorge  TownBhip(j  it  was  in  the  Middle  of  Harvest,  a  Time  when 
People  Could  not  attend;  also  for  fear  of  the  Indians,  which  was 
8ecn  every  day  in  some  part  or  other  of  our  Settlements.  I  hope 
jou  will  Consider  of  these  matters  as  you  have  the  Commissionioig 
of  Magistrates  in  your  Honorable  House,  and  not  Coromisuon  aaj 
J^crson  'till  we  have  a  Now  Election,  And  the  Township  to  be  laid 
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<mt  in  Diatriots.  I  hope  jon  mj'nt  think  hard  of  this  maier,  bat 
that  yon'll  plcaae  to  gnnt  qa  a  fkir  Eleetion,  and  an  opportunity  of 
Electing  some  good  Man  in  for  so  Material  a  Post;  yoa  well  know 
that  no  good  man  woujd  be  a  mover  of  sediiioni  making  prties  and 
raiaingi  l^viaiona  among  the  Ignorant  part  of  the  people,  in  order 
to  serve  themselves. 

.  .F.  lund  B.  have  laid  some  plans  before  they  have  left  this  plaed| 

Mil  t  could  Wish  Council  may  be  oarefuU  what  attention  they  give 

to  these  two  designing  men  as  these  two  is.    I  am  not  it  the  secret 

«jnf  their  plany  but  I  am  snre  if  any  Petition  be  offered  by  them,  it 

will  be  to  serve  themselves  and  not  their  Country. 

I  make  no  Doubt  but  you  will  be  informed  of  a  Campugn  that's 
to  be  carded  against  the  Indians  by  the  middle  of  the  S^xi  month. 
Uenl..  Irvine  is  to  Command ;  IJ^aye  my  own  doubts. 
I  baTQ  th^  Honor  to  be 

y  Hble.  and  Ob*  ServS 

DAVip  PUNCAN* 
Directed^ 

Honb^ Cunningham^  Esq',  Member  of  Council  firom 

Lancaster,  Philadelphia. 
Q^t.  Chambers. 


,    GoY.  Harrison  of  Virginia  to  Prbs.  Moorb,  1782. 

*-^  '■'-  Virginia,  In  Council,  August  Ist,  1782. 

8iK 

T  biive  received  your  fiivor  by  the  last  Poetf  and  have  appointed 
Cola.  Joseph  Neviii  as  a  Survey br  on  the  part  m  this  State  to  extend  . 
thp  lioundary  Une  of  the  two  States,  agnMble  to  the  Resolution  of 
bur  Assembly,  and  have  ordered  one  hundred  Militia  from  the 
'County  of  Hampshire  to  attend  them  as  a  Guard. 

Ton  may  assure  yourself  the  business  shall  be  forwarded  aa  much 
^possible  by  me,  but  from  what  I  have  heard  yesterday,  I  am  apt 
to  think  the  people  in  that  part  of  the  Country  will  endeavour  to 
'btistruct  it.  If  the  force  ordered  should  not  be  sufficient  to  keep 
them  in  awe,  I  will  send  more. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

your  Excellency's 

most  Obcd<  humble  Scrv*, 

BENJ.  HARRISON.! 

Directed^ 
His  Excellency,  William  Moore,  Esq^ 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  VeL  XXII.,  p.  861. 
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•  Rs8(».irrioir  09  CoNOBns^  1782.       r-  *  < 

!  By  the  United  States  itt  Coiigt6»  a^MnUeii.  -  "" 

Iktolved, 

That  it  be  reeommended  to  t&e  States  of  Vetw^twt/kf  ut^ 
VirgiDia  immediatelv  to  draw  out  and  Order  to'  fort  Pitt  eaelr  Mb 
one  bandred  and  mj  Men  properly  offlorniei  itnd  tfODOnlMd  to  be 
under  the  Orders  of  the  Comtnaildii^  tiffiiMT  of  tliat  Vtift  tb  ettaHe 
(he  said  officer  more  efTeotually  to  6(tiret  ai&d  ptbteet  (ito  Oovfttijf;  ' 

That  the  Seoretarj  at  Wtfr  and  Saperint^dant  of  tnane^  take 
order  that^proper  Maffaiines  belaid  np  in  the  said  fbrt  ithjeh  mar 
enable  the  oomiAanding  offloeif  hi  dase  the  said*  poii  shoidd  M 
inyested  by  the  Enemy  to  rendmr  it  tenable  mlilreliei^ed. 
Extittoi  from  the  minntes. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'. 
Indanedf — Head  in  Coancil|  Ang.  18th^  1782^  &  orders  issoed 
accordingly.* 


Pbbs.  Moobs  to  Oov.  Livingston  op  N.  J«,  179& 

Philada..  August  6,  1782. 

Bv  the  Confession  of  Jesse  Yickarsf  now  under  sentenbe  oif  death 
for  having,  robbed  one  of  the  Treasurers  of  the  County  of  Buck?, 
and  by  the  confession  of  bis  brother  Solomon,  it  appears,  that  two 
'wtm^tai  the  riaSaeof  Woodward  mbf>  live  near  CroB8wiGiu;in  jour 
\wiBUf  have  boed  aoeomplioea  'm  the  robbery  of  the  treasury  of  that 
'ootinty,  and  that  a  certain  Caleb  Paul,  also  an  aocomplice  in  the 
isnne  it>bhef7».i4  How  confined  in  the  goal  ef  the  county  of  Mon- 
mouth, under  another  namer    The  Gouacii  are  not  possessed  of  ^ 
imfficient  deseription  of  Paul,  and  have  therefore  otdered  Mr.  Forst 
snb'SheriifQf.the  County  of  Busks,  to  endeavour  to  obtain  it  and 
traaamit  it  beMwith  to  your  Excellency. 

'  ■    If  Oalfib  Paul  can  be  found,  or  the  Woodwards  taken,  I  beg-  jon 
will  please  to  order  them  to  be  delivered  up  to  tUs  stat^  In  such 
manner  as  shall  be  most  agreeable  to  you. 
I  am  with  great  regard 

your  Ezcellenoy^s 

most  obedient  servant. 

Directed, 
His  Exo'y,  Oovr.  Livingston. 

*  See  Col.  Bao.,  Vol.  KM.,  p  847. 
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KO.  1-— BKLATINa   TO  ROBBKRT  OV  BuCKS  Co.  TbMAAVMj 

1782. 

To  the  konortble  Willhw  If  oerd,  Rsqiiirey  Fresideiit  &  othen  the 

memben  of  the  Bopreme  execative  uoanctt  of  the  Gommoiiirealth 

ef  P^anajiTanU. 

Hie  r^pneentsCioii  of  the  PenMma  whdse  tuusee  tfe  ttndenignea 
'  pnewetD| 

ThftI  at  JeoM  Tiokeiv  wbe- was  lately  ecMiTiotecl  of  Bnrthrj  aft  a 
Cowl  of  O jtf  &  TeniiiiNir  held  at  Newtown  in  A  kit  y  GoaaCy  ef 
Baekti  k  has  leoeived  eeitftei^of  De*tb  for  ^e  saaMl^  hae-Bfnee  fhAt 
time  aelniowled(^  mit  AJSfuSo&tBnA  eetend  of  hii  aeisQiivpliees  ki 
Tillainy,  aome  of  wbott-hi^  bMtt  apprehended  A  eomnitled  lo 
Jail;  and  ae  it  ia  vefy  pMMi^le  that  ether  pereosa  ai^  aasooiaCei  in 
the  late  RoMberieB  eooiniitted  beaideff  tbeee  ahvady  deteoted,  A  ether 
eoBfiotife  eirenmataneee  may  be  WslSMed  againat  ihoee  alMkdy  hi 
eonfinement  if  a  little  reapite  from  the  aenteaoe  of  death  be*  gmm 
§o  th«  afoitoMDMid^  eottflDted  perado  wMeh  idrantagea  may  be  loat 
by  A  apeedy  ezeoadion.  We  eamot  help  hnmbly  ezjtreairing'  it  ia 
owr  jndMuient  that  real  benefit  mtijf  tuhe  to  the  pnblio  if  y^  exeei- 
iion  of  Jeaae  Viahen  ahmlM  b^^fur  » thn<  defened. 

If  e  ate  Oenttetneii  with  the  ntmoat  rbapeet  jatM  ftd., 

Jabos  GBlilE^ 
W.  M^CallAi 

Jos.  THORASy 

William  Habt^ 
Danixl  Thomas^ 

.ItoBT.  OIBSON9  /a.y 

JosiAe  Febquson, 
Thos.  Dtxb. 

I>irecUdt  ..  . 

The  honorable  William  Moore  and  the  Hembera  of  tba  anpreaae 

ezeoutive  Council  of  PennavWania. 

iiMbrtec;,-— August  Tth,  1782. 


No.  2 — CoNFBssitm  of  Jbsbi  Yickabs. 

People  Ooncemed  in  RobUng  of  the  Treaanry  of  Newtown. 

Ned  Connard  &  his  Brother,  (name  not  known,)  a  Blaokamith,  in 
Maryland. 

Caleb  Paul  &  John  Paul,  aona  of  Jamea  Paul,  near  Grahm  Park, 
Warminster  Township. 

Caleb  Paul  is  now  in  Monmouth  County  Gaol.     Told  ao  by 
Joaeph  Tombleaon,  While  the  jury  was  out  on  bia  Tryal  under  a 

*  Sae  Ool.  Bec.»  Vol.  XIII.,  p.  t88,  889,  840,  M^,  %«&,!%».   Y«Am^ 
878. 
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llctieioaB  name,  farther  told  him  that  before  he  wu  ^C  into  Ooal| 
the  said  Paul  was  apprehended  in  Jersey  as  a  saspiciouB  Person, 
upon  searchiDgy  foand  about  60  or  70  Dollars  with  him,  but  had 
address  sufficient  to  knock  down  the  Oavd  &  make  his  Moapei  with 
the  loss  of  bis  Horse  &  Saddle. 

John  Tombleson  harberd  them  &  supplied  them  with  Yiatmls  at 
this  time,  as  well  as  for  a  year  or  twp  before  4k  received  a  140  bard 
Dollars,  &  a  Quantity  of  State  money  for  his  share ;  as  mentiomd 
in  his  former  Ck>nfes8ion  that  he  had  frequently,  nw  Beliigeea  at  his 
Hoose,  tibat  he  blicTes  him  to  be  one  of  t)i6  principal  penmis  in 
forming  the  plan  for  Bobbing. the  Treasaiyi  that,  he  ^eqoently 
Itaited  on  Jqhn  Atkinson  in  Nowtown.  fpr  information ;  oonoeming 
thf  snma  of  money  in  the  Treasury,  A  -.siMtaUe  time  for  attacing 
it ;  that  a  few  days  before  the  said  Bobbery  he  was  at  John  Tom* 
bbsone  &  went  with  John  to  bis  Bam  that  he  thoe  miw  Six  or 
Seyen  Guns  A  Moses  A  Aaron  Dones;  cleaning  the  said  gnna  ft 
making  Gatrages  A  Bullets. 

After  they  had  finish'd  making  their  Catmges,  fta.|  tbey  oamo  in  to 
the  Honse  A  got  their  Dinners  A  he  Dined  with  them,  that  at  this 
time  John  I'ombleson  A  the  two  Donee  pressed  him  to  go  with 
them  to  Bob  the  I^sary^  which,  he:refased  being  fearfali  and  told 
them  it  was  dangerous,  that  there  was  a  Oard  over  the  Treasnry. 
Tombleson  replied  that  he' had  a  man  in  Town  that  acquainted  him 
with  every  thinf;  that  passed  in  Newtown.  Tombleson  brought  a 
Gun  lock  to  Atkmsoii  to  mend  two  Days  before  the  Treasury  was 
Bobed,  that  he  frequently  saw  Befugees  that  was  concerned  in  the 
said  Bobbery  as  well  as  others  harberd  at  bis  House,  and  likewise 
British  Prisoners  concealed  there  A  further  says  that  he  has  reason 
to  believe  Joseph  Tombleson  son  to  John  Tombleson  knew  of  the 
Bobery  of  the  Treasary  altbo'  he  never  spoke  with  him  npon  the 
subject,  nor'  does  he  think  drew  any  share,  he  heard  some  of 
the  Company  say  he  did  not — that  be  dont  know  that  Marget 
Tomblcsott'wife  of  John  Tombleson  waJs  acquainted  with  their  in- 
tention, but  from  circumstances  thinks  it  impossible  but  she  must. 

Amos  White  of  Buckingham-frequently  harbered  numbers  of  Befti- 
gecs,  and  the  Sunday  before  the  Bobery  of  Treasury,  delivered  flints 
to  Maylon.  Done  which  he  had  purchased  in  Phila.  for  bim,  which 
flints  were  used  on  that  expedition,  and  further  saith,  that  he  dont 
know  of  .his"  certain  knowledge,  that  he  received  a  sharis,  or  was 
acquainted  with  their  Plot  before  the  Bobbery  but  is  convinced  from 
circumstances  that  has  happened  since  that  he  was  acquainted 
with  it,  that  since  tbe  Bobbery,  about  the  first  of  June  last  White 
concealed  a  Quantity  of  Goods  for  Moses  Done. 

Moses  Winder — was  acquainted  with  their  intention  of  Bobbing 
the  Treasury  that  he  had  conversed  with  him  about  it,  that  Winder 
who  was  himself  a  Collector  ingaged  to  carry  in  his  money  A  to 
ioqnaiot  them  when  there  was  a  snffieient  quantity  of  money  in  the 
Trcattury  for  them  to  make  \Yie  aUac^.) — \V«  ^T%x'!^\v^ii%a  to  Bob 
Win  Jer  when  he  «*\ionU  \iaio  \)ia  mowfi^  ^c\\^*^  \«x  ^ \^« 
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alter'd  Kb  mind,  and  iirged  the  other  plan.  Winder  got  80  DoUers 
paid  bj  Mdeea  Done,  «ltho'  he  queried  vith  Done  why  Winder  did 
not  get  more  as  he  thinks  at  the  Distribation  he  was  allowed  almost 
a  whole  share;  Winder  was  not  with  them  at  the  Bobbeiy;  ha 
went  into  Jersey,  he  -farther  saith,  that  since  he  was  apprehended 
apon  suspicion  of  that  Bobbeiy  he  broke  G^,  &  in  Company  with 
Aaron  Done  went  to  Winders  hoassi  Winder  told  them  he  was  sorry 
they  had  not  come  a  little  sooner  for  that  Cap.  Stillwell  his  Neigh- 
bonr  had  just  received  a  large  snm  of  money  (near  £200).  to  pay 
the  militia,  and  he  might  easily  be  Robed  of  it,  that  he  knew  he  .bad 
no  arms  in  his  House,  for  he  had  reooniter'd  him  for  that  pnrpose ; 
Done  &  him  was  at  Winders  House  all  Night;  he  knew  Wilder  to 
have  harber'd  those  Dones  and  their  Companions  evei;  since  the 
British  was  in  Phils,  he  says  he  heard  Winder  say  he  knew  that 
SamT.  Bums  a  Refugee  did  steal  two  Horses  &  carry  them  into 
Philada.  he  thioks  the  Horses  belonged  to  a  Mr.  Kirbreght;  Win* 
:  der  told  him  so. 

Joseph  Doan  Senr.  of  Plumstead.— He  dont  know  that  this  man 
was  aoquainted  with  their  intention  before  the  Robbery,  but  Is  posi- 
tive that  he  was  acquainted  with  it  after  it  was  done,  that  he  borrowed 
*£25  of  the  money  of  his  son  Moses,  he  heard  him  advise  -his  sons 
■to  leave  the  place  for  that  the  Robbery  of  the  Treasury  had  made 
a  great  disturbance  &  that  they  would  certainly  be  found  out,  they 
mentioned  there  was  no  danger-^-he  knew  him  tohave  harber'd  his  sons 
ft  their  Companions  ever  since  the  British  were  in  Phila.  Between 
two  ft  three  months  ago  he  was  at  the  House  of  Joseph  Ddan  Senr. 
where  he  saw  Moees  ft  Aaron  Doan  and  with  them  a  man  who  they 
told  him  was  from  Chester  County  his  name  he  has  forgot,  he  was' a 
large  stout  well  made  fellow  and  r^markebly  active,  Dmu  told  him, 
that  this  follow  lately  Robbed  a  mail  in  Chester  County  under  pre- 
tenoe  of  giving  a  letter  io  the  postrider  seised  the  man  ft  pulPd 
him  of  his  Horse,  Doan  told  him'  that  this  fellow  got  a  number  of 
Guineas  for  Robbing  the  mail. 

Joseph  Tombleson  of  Writstown  the  2d — ^was  aoquainted  with  the 
intention  of  Robbing  the  Treasury  several  Days  before  the  Robbery 
the  Pauls  told  him  so  ft  he  has  other  reasons  to  believe  so — that  he 
received  40  hard  Dollare  for  his  share  from  Moses  Doan — that  he 
knew  Doan  to  have  been  harber'd  at  hb  House  frequently  with 
tnanv  other  Refbgees  ft  British  Deserters,  and  to  have  consealed  one 
British  Deserter  for  three  weeks,  that  was  taken  near  the  Cowpens 
in  Carolina  till  Moses  DcHin  came  ft  pilited  him  to  New  York, — 
about  a  Year  ft  a  half  ago  Joseph  Tombleson  first  recommended  to 
Mosea  Doan  ft  himself  the  Plan  of  Robbing  Collectors  &c., 

Solomon  yiears.-*Was  along  at  the  Robbery  of  the  Office,  that  he 
got  his  share  of  140  hard  Dullars,  that  he  was  Centinel  at  Mr. 
£[art'a  the  Treasurer's  house,  at  the  Back  part  of  it,  he  did  not 
oome  in  front  lest  Mr.  Hart  should  know  h\m|  \h»2L  Vkia  ^a»  \w8Gl 
several  times  with  tbem  at  John  Tombleaou'a. 
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John  AtkinMd,  of  NewtowiH-Wis  ftoqouniied  witk  tlie  mtettthn 
of  Bobbiog  the  Treatavy,  that  he  informod  John  ToabbMM  that 
theie  waa  no  Card  at  the  Treaanr j,  &  that  thete  waa  a  eooaiderahh 
anm  of  money  then  in  the  Treaanrj,  that  he  repaired  a  Ghm  Look  far 
tUem  for  the  expedition^  that  he  reoeiTed  20  herd  DoUan  for  hb 
ahare  £rom  Moiea  Doen,  that  he  gare  it  to  hia  aome  plaoa  when 
Atkinaon  was  homing  a  Goal  Kiln. 

Robt  Steel, 

George  Bamsi 

two  Woodwards,    V  Were  pfeaent  at  the  Bobbery  ct  ilB  OSee. 

of  Jersey,  netf 

CrossWieks. 

Aaron  I)oan,         S 

Mosea  Boan,  V  Was  present  at  the  Bobbeiy  o^  the  OSee. 

George  Sinebir,      ) 

Maylon  Doaoi        jaaid  Cooper  pilated  the  Woodwalda  from 

Jeremiah  Goopelr.  j  JeMy. 

AU  reoeived  fuU  Shares,  140  hard  IXdlan. 


K.  B.  Jesse  Yioars  says  he  frequently  saw  the  Heasia»  Doet'  at 
John  Tombloson's^  and  he  appeared  to  be  very  intimate  wilh  Tom- 
jbleson. 

BoBBERTor  Cc^LiCTOBS. — Jospo  Vicars  was  at  John  TombleMn's, 
and  John  told  him  that  he  had  bribed  Gapt.  Balph  Williamson,  who 
was  a  CoUeetor  of  militia  fines,  and  that  Tombleson  A  Gapt.  William- 
aon  had  agreed  that  when  Williamson  should  eollect  about  8Q  Ponndsi 
John  Tombleson  was  to  send  two  Fellows  to  Bob  him,  &  Williamson 
was  to  be  absent  at  the  Sboemaker'Si  that  Col.  Hart  oame  to  Wil- 
liamson's house  the  afternoon  before  he  waa  to  have  been  Bobbed, 
that  he  hurried  the  money  to  the  offioe^  Williamson  went  to  John 
Tombleson  and  told  him  that  old  Hart,  the  Damnd  Baseal,  had  eomo 
and  oarrlcd  the  money  to  the  oflioei  but  that  he  had  near  £30  more  to 
Collect,  A  he  would  oolleot  it  as  soon  as  possable  and.  Aoquaint  him 
with  it,  and  in  some  time  after  Williamson  did  aeouaint  Tombleson 
that  he  had  eoUected  near  jC2&— and  John  Tombleson  sent  Moses 
Doan  &  some  other  person,  who  took  the  money  from  WilUamaon's 
wife  Williamson  was  at  the  Shoemaker's,  and  afterwarda  divided  it 
between  John  Tombleson,  Doan  A  his  aooomplioe,  A  Williamson, 
Williamson  got  the  largest  share.  Tombleson  complained  that  he 
oheated  them. 

Moses  Doin  A  George  Sinclair. — ^Bobed  Groover  of  Sundry 
Goods  A  money  left  in  ois  poesession  by  a  Pedlar — Mosea  Doan 
himself  told  me  so. 

About  three  months  ago  Moses  Doan  told  me  that  the  Hessian 
i>set',' Henry  Myret,  promiaed  to  furnish  him  with  a  ease  of  PbtolSi 
nbieb  Doan  wm  going  tor  i\ia\  ei^tTvck^. 
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BOBBERT  OF  JOB  BaRTON,  GOLI.EOTOB  OF  BUCKINOBLAM  TOWN- 
SHIP.— Bobt.  Steel,  Aaron  Doan,  Jesse  Vicars,  Ware  the  persons  that 
oommitted  this  Bobbery.  We  started  from  John  Tombieson's 
House,  the  plan  was  ooncerted  there  with  the  assistance  of  John.. 
Tombleson.  We  got  near  40  pounds  from  Barton.  Tombleson  got 
his  foil  ahaie. — John  Tombleson  first  mentioned  the  affair  to  me, 
a^d  persuaded  me  to  go  with  them,  told  me  that  if  I  would  g6  & 
shew  them  the  Boad  they  would  not  pA  me  to  do  any  thing  more| 
that  I  carried  no  Ano8|  but  stood  at  a  Distance  in  the  Garden  while 
the  other  tw6  oommitl^  the  Bobbery. 

BoBBSBT  OF  John  Ebith,  Gqlliotob,  TTppbb  Makbfibld. — ^I 
was  innocent  of  thb  Bobbery,  &  was  not  at  the  House  that  Night. 
Aaron  Doan  told  me  that  it  was  him  &  his  Brother  Moeos  Uiai 
oommitted  that  Bobbery^  and  that  it  was  him,  Aaron,  that  went  thro' 
the  House. 

Hoses  &  Aaron  ware  the  men  that  stole  two  Horses  from  James. 
A  Israel  Anderson,  of  Buckinghmm  Township,  last  Spring,  the^ 
Doans  acknowledged  it  to  me. 

Joseph  Tombleson  ^son  of  John  Tombleson)  and  Hoses  Bean' 
stole  William  ^mpson^s  Qray  StalKon,  swani  him  across  Delawar^' 
took  him  Down  into  the  Pines,  but  were  disappointed  in  getting  him 
off. 

Jesse  Vicars  Was  present  at  the  Bobbery  of  the  Treasury— 
JTohn  Tombleson  first  ficquainted  him  with  the  intention  of  Bobbifaff 
the  TreasurV  of  Newtown — Moses  &  Aaron  Doan  ware  cliaaning^ 
Ounns  at  the  Barn  when  Tombleson  took  me  to  the  Bam  to 
tjiem,  the  party  stayed  two  or  three  Days  about  John  Tombieson's' 
House  &  Bam  &  Woods  near,  before  they  went  to  Bob  the  Trea- 
Bury.  On  Saturday  before  the  Bobbery  I  went  to  Newtown  with' 
John  Tombkson,  to  get  John  Atkinson  to  mend  a  Ouh  Lock. 
Which  he  did.  The  Monday  Ni^t  following  we  Bob'd  the  Trea- 
sury, Moses  Doan  rode  thro'  the  Town  to  see  if  the  coast  was  dear/ 
eall'd  at  John  Atkinson's,  but  did  not  see  John,  came  thro*  the 
Town,  surrounded  Mr.  Hart's  (the  Treasurer's)  House— I  stood! 
Centinel  st  the  Oate,  while  Steel,  Doans,  Woodards  &  Pauls  went  in 
k  presented  a  Pistol  to  Mr.  Hart's  Breast  &  made  him  deliver  up 
the  money  &  Key  of  the  Office — Woodard  carried  the  Key  of  the 

gffiee  from  Mr.  Hart's  House  to  the  Office:— that  lie  went  fron^ 
^  ewtown  to  Writestown  School  House,  Where  we  divided  th^ 
money,  there  was  Sixteen  or  Seventeen  full  Shares,  Which  was  near 
140  Dolhirs  hard,  and  about  as  much  State  money  a  Share  &  several 
other  Shares  from  20  to  40  Dollars,  Given  to  Winder,  Atkinson,  t 
Joseph  Tombleson — we  were  supplied  with  Victuals  by  John  Tonl- 
hleson  for  two  Days  before  the  Bobbery. 

IndoTied. — ^1782,  August  7th,  Confession  of  Jesse  Viokars^  uo^ 
under  sentence  of  death,  at  Newtown.    Taken  Woie  3«m«a^^VA  V. 
Daniel  "Font 
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No.  8 — CoNFSssiON  OF  Solomon  Vickbrb. 

I  was  with  the  party  that  Night  the  Treaaaty  of  Newtown  was 
robbed,  I  was  placed  Oentinal  at  Back  of  the  Hooae,  Steel  w«nt 
into  the  Hoase  first,  Woodwards  &  Paul  folIowM,  l  followed  the 
party  from  Mr.  Hart's  House  to  the  Office,  was  placed  Oentinal  by 
the  comer  of  the  Goal  over  an  inhabitant  who  we  niet;  when  we 
left  Newtown  we  went  to  Writestown  School  HonsOi  where  we 
divided  the  money.  I  was  not  in  the  Honse  when  the  money  was 
divided,  I  don't  know  how  many  Shares  there  was,  but  believe  there 
was  14  or  15.  I  got  for  my  share  between  180  &  140  hard  Dollars 
&  aboat  Sixty  State  Dollars.  I  saw  them  divide  the  State 
money,  they  divided  that  by  Bills  without  any  respect  to  their  sums 
and  'some  in  sheets,  which  was  Divided  same  way.  Maylon  Doan 
&  Jesse  Vicars  first  acquainted  me  with  the  design  of  Bobbing  the 
Treasury  some  few  Days  before  it  was  executed.  I  met  with  the 
party  a  Sunday  morning  in  a  piece  of  woods  near  John  Tombleson'si 
who  directed  me  where  I  should  find  them,  &  I  found  the  following 
persons. 

Moses  &  Aaron  Doan,  John  &  Caleb  Paul,  Ned.  Gonnard,  two  men 
the  name  of  Woodwards,  from  Jersev,  first  names  I  did  not  know, 
&  we  was  not  at  liberty  to  ask  each  others  names.  In  the  afternoon 
Maylon  Doan,  Robt,  Steel,  &  Jeremiah  Cooper  came  to  us,  there 
was  several  others  there  who's  names  I  did  not  know. 

Jesse  Vicars  was  with  us  that  Day — John  Tombleson  waa  fre- 
quently with  us,  and  supplied  us  with  Victuals,  was  with  na  the 
eveniuff  of  the  Bobbery  just  before  we  set  off,  &  was  talking  with 
John  Paul  something  about  Newtown,  giving  Directions,  as  I 
thought,  how  to  proceed,  he  waa  not  with  us  at  the  Robbery,  but  he 
drew  bis  full  share  of  hard  money  at  the  School  House  at  Writes- 
town— after  the  Division  we  went  which  way  we  pleased.  I  never 
was  concerned  with  anv  of  the  Company  in  any  thing  of  the  like 
nature,  (or  any  body  else)  in  my  life  before. 

Farther  saith,  that  about  two  Weeks  ago  he  was  in  Company  with 
George  Sincleare  &  Aaron  Doan  at  John  Tombleson's,  and  they  told 
him  that  they  about  a  Week  before  had  rob'd  a  post,  &  took  his 
mail,  some  place  near  the  falls,  &  that  they  had  sent  the  mail  to 
New  York  with  Caleb  Paul — that  there  was  at  that  time  at  John 
Tombleson's  a  man  the  name  of  Giddion  Varnam,  from  Cheater 
County,  who  told  me  that  some  time  before  he  had  taken  a  mail  in 
Chester  County  under  pretence  of  giving  the  man  a  letter  for  his 
excellency.  Gen.  Washington,  Seized  him  &  draged  him  from  hit 
Horse — he  was  a  large,  stout,  well  made  man,  &  remarkably  Active. 
I  found  these  People  at  Tombleson's  &  left  them  there. 

I  heard  Aaron  Doan  &  Bobt.  Steel  say  that  they  &  Jesse  Vicars 
committed  the  Bobbery  on  Joab  Barton,  Collector  of  Buckingham. 
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I  knew  DoihiDg  of  Keith's  Robbery,  nor  ever  saw  tbe  Horse. 

Hoses  Doan  told  me  that  himself  &  Oeorgo  Sinoleare  Bobbed 
Groover  of  the  Pedlar's  money  &  Goods. 

John  Tombleson  told  me.  that  Aaron  Poan  &  John  Paul  ware  the 
men  that  ware  at  the  Widow  Keith's^  endeavoring  to  prevent  her 
from  appearing  against  Jesse  Vioara. 

I  do  acknowledge  this  Confinsion  to  have  been  made  by  me  &  to . 
contain  nothing  but  the  truth;  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge. 

SOLOMON  YICSLERS.    \ 

Taken  before  us, 
JAMES  TATE, 
DAVID  PORST. 

Indoned, 

1782,  August  7thy  Confession  of  Solomon  VickarSi  now  confined 
in  the  Gaol  of  Newto?m. 


No.  4 — Confiaasion  of  Solomon  Yiekers,  oontinued. 

BoBBERT  OF  COLLECTORS. — James  Snotgrass. — ^Moses  DoaUy 
Abram  Doan  &  Levi  Doan,^loman  Vicarsy  lef^onr  homes  in  the  even- 
ing that  James  Snotgrass,  the  Collector,  was  Rob'd,  all  of  us  arm'd* 
Met  in  the  grate  Road,  near  Joseph  Doan's,  &  proceeded  from  their 
Directly  to  James  Snotgrass,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  publick 
money,  knowing  him  to  be  a  C(rflector.  After  some  inquiry  went 
into  the  House;  M.  Doan  demanded  the  publick  money  of  his 
Daughter.  She  after  some  threats  shew  it  to  us.  We  got  8  ot  10 
Hard  Doll%  &  80  Sute  Doll*.  We  left  the  house,  and  every  one 
went  to  his  own  home. 

Abram  Doan  told  me  that  John  Ferril  must  have  a  Dollar  for 
telling  us  the  proper  time  for  committing  the  Bobbery  &  Directing 
OB  the  way  to  Snotgrass's  House,  and  Abram  Doan  Deducted  so 
much  ont  of  our  share. 

Smith. — About  the  28th  of  March,  Abram  Doan,  Joseph  Doan, 
&  Levi  Doan,  &  myself,  agreed  to  go  to  the  Swamp  to  rob  one 
Smith,  a  Collector.  We  met  in  a  piece  of  Woods  by  the  road,  & 
then  proceeded  to  Richardson's  Tavern,  in  Quaker  Town ;  we  halted 
their,  &  Drank  about  two  Dollars  worth.  Went  from  their  to 
Smith's  House,  &  Richardson's  Brother  went  with  us  &  Shew  us 
the  way.  Was  acquainted  with  our  design  by  Joseph  Doan.  Near 
12  o'clock,  went  to  the  fore  Door,  all  but  me ;  broke  at  the  fore 
Door  of  the  Kitchen.  We  got  firom  him  one  French  Crown,  it 
being  all  the  money  we  could  find.  After  he  had  shown  us  his 
Beeeipt  Irgiif  the  Treasuier,  we  left  the  House.    We  ?iaa  vokl^xm^ 
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by  Bicha^s,  tbe  Tayern  Keepei  in  Qaaker  Town,  tbat  waft  k  praphr 
time  to'  attaat  Smith,  the  Golleotor,  as  he  had  a  Qoantitj  €i  mmnj 
then  bj  him.  I  understood  thM  Richards  Wat  to  have  had  •  abare ' 
fpr  his  information^  if  w6  got  anything  considerable,  bnt  as  we  got 
bht'ond'Fr^ncb  Grown,  he  got  none.  We  dtsperaM  when  we  got' 
near,  home^  &  every  one  went  to  bin  own  boofee. 

WifXVEB  IN  TiNNicntf. — Joseph  Doanft' myself  went  together 
from  Doah't  House  to  one  Weaver's,  a  Oolieetor  of  Taxes  in  Tiniens,' 
^nd  forced  open  the  Door,  &  went  into  the  House.  I  asked  bim  for 
the  money  he  had  collected,  &  he  sot  some  out  of  a  Chest  &  laid  it 
on  a  Bed,  which  I  took— about  10  or  13  Dollars*  bird,  ft  alKmt  £6 
State,  &  the  same  night  returned  home  the  same  Night 

Hole,  a  Colliotor  in  Tinnicum. — Mdsea  Dean,  Aarbn-  Doan, 
Abram  DoQn,]&  myself  met  by  Israel  Doan ;  proceeded  4  or  5  miles 
to  a  Mr.  Hole*,  a  Collector  in  Tinnicum  ;  open'd  the  Door,  went  in — ^ 
the  family  was  not  gone  to  Bed— ^nd  demanded  hSs  money.  After 
searching  the  House  found  one  Dollar,  which  we  toob^  &  returned' 
home  about  12  O'Clock  at  Night. 

George  Siocleare  &  Caleb  Paul  took  Col.  Hart's  HorECSi  I  was 
told  so  at  John  Tombleson's  by  some  of  the  party. 

Jesse  Vicars  says  that  Moses  Doan  told  him  at  John  Tombleson'i 
Aaron  Doan  ft  Qeorge  Sinoleare,  ft  Mdses  Doan  took  Mr.  Shaw's 
Horse  and  Mr.  Thomas's  Horse,  but  don't  know  what  they  did  with 
them. 

Hole's  2d  Bobbert. — Abram  Doan  and  Solomon  Vicars  conn 
mitted  this  robbery. — We  set  off  flrom  Israel  Dean's  on  Horse 
back  in  the  evening.  Was  not  gone  to  Bed--open'd  the  Door  ft 
went  in.  Doan  demanded  his  money ;  said  something  about  swear- 
ing against  Cad.  Morris.  Ordered  him  to  Collect  no  more;  got 
about  8  Shillings  from  him.  Took  hb  Duplicates  and  a  Pin^baok 
Watch.    Betorned  home  that  Night 

Sackbt's  Horse. — I  was  at  Joseph  Doan's  house,  and  asked  fo# 
Moses  Doan,  ft  was  told,  he  was  in  the  Woods.  I  went  to  him, 
ft  found  him  with  a  Black  Boan  Horse  hitched  near  bim ;  asked 
bim  where  he  got  that  Horse;  he  laugh'd,  ft  made  no  answer. 
At  length  found  him  to  be  Mr.  Saoket's  Horse.  By  M.  Doan's 
Confession  he  told  me  how  he  got  him — that  he  caught  bim  in  a 
Held. 

I  went  to  John  Blaker's  House ;  was  informed  hie  utes  in  Uie 
fleld :  I  went  to  him  there ;  I  enquired  of  him  if  he  thought  ny 
Brotner  would  be  hang'd,  or  if  he  thought  there  would  be  a  possi- 
bility of  Rescuing  him. 

SOLOMON  VIOitEBS. 

We  the  Subscribers  do  Certify  that  the  above  examination  im 
taken  ft  subscribed  before  us. 

JOSEPH  HART. 
TIMOTHY  TAtLOR. 
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No.    5— -A    FARTHER  EXAMINATION    Of    Je88E  YlGKEES    TAKEN 
BEFORE  US  THE  SUBSCRIBERS. 

Moses  Dotn  told  tbis  ezsminaiit  that  he  was  not  afraid  to  trust 
Jo.  Miresithe  Hessian  Doct',  withany  secret,  A  that  beihaPoctor  wfui 
to  provide  him  with  a  Case  of  pistols— that  the  mi  Doan  was  fre- 
qaentlj  at  the  said  Doct*  House ;  that  he  went  there  in  the  dead 
.  hours  of  the  Night  Mr.  Doan  was  aiefiigee,  &'dare  not  appear  at 
anj  other  time.  &  farther  sajs  thai  the  aid  Doan  told  this 
ezamin*  that  the  Heasian  Doctor  informed  him  that  a  Mr.  John 
Thompson,  his  Neighbonr  had  xeosived  a  large  sam  of  money  for 
the  purpose  «f  purohasiiig  provisions  ioz  the  Freooh  Arm^ }  k  that 
the  said  Doctor  was  to  inform  him,  the  said  Doan,  a  pn^per  time  to 
Bob  Mr.  Thompson. 

' :  And  farther  saith,  that  he  has  fraqucntlj  saw  .the  Doctor  at  John 
Tombleson'Si  with  whom  he'  appeared  tobia  verj  intimst»— and  had 
known  him  to  come  to  Tpmbleson's  boose  in  the  Night  with  Tom- 
blesoD,  &  stay  there  all  Night,  his  own  wife  being  in  the  Naborhood 
&  nobody  sick  at  Tombleson's. 

This  examinV  farther  says  sometime  aso  he  was  at  the  House  of  . 
Eleeier  Doan,  who  told  this  ezamin^  that  Moses  Doan  &  George 
Sinclear  had  been  at  his  House  some  time  before,  and  went  from 
his  House  to  rob  a  Certain  of  money  &  gopda,  late  property 

of  a  Pedlar,  who  died  at  his-Honse,  first  making  their  intentions 
ki^own^to  said  lUiesar  Doan,  who  told  tbis,  exam*  that  the  Dutch- 
man had  fboled  Moses  Doan  ft  €Feorge  Binclesre — ^for  the  tloKoney 
was  in  the  House,  &  he  would  not  give  it  to  them.  Eliescr  Doan 
beg'd  itbis  exam*  never  to  speak  of  this  transaction. 

JESSE  VICKEQS. 

Joseph  Hart,  Timotht  Tatlor. 

IndorwBd. — 1782,  Aug.  .9.    Further  OonfiBSBion  of.  Solomon .& 
Jesse  Viokers. 


No.  6-^ov.  LnriNOSTON,  of  N.  J.,  to  Pbjss.  Moorb,  1782. 
Sir,  Trenton,  10«*  August,  1782. 

I  was  yesterday  honoured  with  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the 

6^  instant. — With  respect  to  Paul,  he  is  already  safely  lodged  in 

goal  is  Philadelphia  >  and  as  to  Woodward,  the  judicial  de^tpient 

of  this  State  has  taken  every  necessuy  step  to  bring  bun  to  justice. 

I  heartily  coyigratulate  your  Excellency  on  the  detection  of  this  knot 

of  Villains,  which  may  probably  lead  to  the  discovery  of  more  ojf  the 

^fraternity  concerned  in  various  rob^isries  k  burglaries  in  both  States. 

I  haTC  the  honour  to  ^  with  etp9Lt  esteem, 

your  Excellenoy's  most  obeaienti  &  rery  humble  Servant, 

.  '  \    WIL.  LIVINGSTON.* 

.  J^mcte^,-^— (On  public  aerviee.)       . 

.  Bis  SWleuc^  Yf^iUi^m  Jjfcw?,  Esq',  Presideptof  tH. »««««»» 
'  Executive  Govnaliof  the  gtate.  of  FeQnayl^ajn\a,  Wi;i^k&«^\^i^3k• 
*  0ae  C6I.  Bee.;  Toll  Xll.,  ]p.  H4. 
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Commissioners  fob  Dbfbnob  of  Bivbb  Djelawabe,  to 
Fbes.  Moore,  1782.  , 

To  tbe  Honble.  The  Supreme  Executive  Gounoil  of  the  SUte  of 
PeDDSjlvauia. 

The  Gommiflnonen  appointed  to  procure  aud  equip  an  ArammeDt 
for  goardiug  &  defending  the  Navigation  of  the  Bay  and  River  Dela- 
ware,* beg  liMve  to  inform  the  Honble.  The  Gouncili  That  Gap^ 
Justus  Btarr,.  who  lately  Gommanded  the  Ship  Hjder  Ailegr,  hai 
declined  the  State  Service,  and  that  the  aaid  Ship  is  now  fitted  and 
ready  to  go  on  another  Gruiie.  We  therefore  beg  leave  to  leooai- 
mend  Gap^  John  Kemp  as  a  proper  person  to  take  the  Cominand  of 
the  Hyder  Alley,  as  we  know  him  to  be  a  man  of  Merit^  and  a 
very  Suitable  person  for  the  Service.  * 

We  are  The  Honble.  the  Gouncirs 
Most  Obed*  Hbh  8erv«", 

JN«  PATTON, 

F&AN*  GURNET,       (-Gom" 
WILL-   ALUBONB. 
Philad%  18%  1782. 


J 


Sbo't  of  Wab  Dxpabtmbkt  10  Pbxs*  Moobb,  1782. 

War  Office,  August  18, 1782. 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  transmit  your  Excellency  aomo  late 
resolutions  of  Gongress  respecUng  a  reform  in  the  army,  to  take 
place  in  January  next 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  profound  respect. 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

B.  LLNGOLN. 
His  Excellency  President  Moore. 


Gov.  LiviNGfiioN,  of  N.  J.,  to  Pres.  Moorb,  1782. 

Trenton,  17  August,  1782. 
Sir. 

I  this  day  saw  a  passport  from  your  Excellency  to  Mr.  John 
Franklin,  to  go  to  New  York,  directed  to  **  the  officer  commanding 
the  Troops  next  to  the  Enemy."  But  the  Troops,  Sir,  nearest  to  the 
Encm/s  lines,  are  the  Troops  of  this  State  stationed  at  Elisabeth- 
Town,  and  all  the  officers  of  this  State  have  my  positive  orders  dot 
to  permit  any  person  to  go  into,  or  come  out  of,  the  Bnemj'a  fin^ 
*  Bee  C  ol.Bi^,,To\,  Xm.,  y&.  «A,^t»\,iWV 
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• 

from  or  in  any  part  of  New  Jersey,  while  General  Washington  shall 
think  proper  to  limit  all  flags  to  the  Post  at  Dobb's  Fcrrj  in  the 
Bute  of  New- York;  and  the  officers  belonging  to  the  United  States 

{osted  in  this,  have  similar  orders  from  the  Commander  in  Chief.-— 
take  the  Liberty  to  mention  this  to  your  Excellency,  in  order  that 
the  officers  of  our  Militia  may  not  have  the  least  temptation,  nor  be 
able  to  plead  any  excnse  for  breaking  my  orders  in  the  premiseSy 
whioh  I  am  determined  never  to  revoke  while  Qeneral  Washington, 
for  the  salutary  reasons  which  induced  him  to  confine  the  place  of 
communication  between  us  and  New  Tork,  to  Dobb's  Ferry,  shall 
think  mroper  to  continue  it  at  that  place;  and  as  both  your  Excel- 
lency &  myself  are  heartily  disposed  to  co-operate  with  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief,  in  carrying  into  effect  the  above  wise  regulation, 
which  is  calculated  to  prevent  a  great  deal  of  improper  intercourse 
with  the  Enemy,  I  persuade  myself  that  your  Excellencv  will  not 
be  oSended  at  the  freedom  I  take  in  conveying  this  inrormatiojOi 
whioh  is  barely  intended  the  more  effectually  to  promote  that  glo- 
rious cause  which,  I  dare  say,  your  Excellency  is  not  le^s  studious 
to  advance,  than  he  is,  who,  with  the  greatest  esteem  &  attachment, 
has  the  honour  to  be 

Xour  Excellency's  most  obedient  &  very  humble  Servaqt, 

WILL.  LIVINGSTON  *, 
Directed^ 

His  Excellency  William  Moore,  Esq**,  President  of  the  Supreme  Ex- 
ecutive Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia. 


BSBNARD  BOUGHERTT  TO  FrES.   MoORB,  1782. 

Sir, 

I  beg  leave  to  lay  before  your  Excellency  and  the  Honorable 
Council,  the  present  Situation  of  the  County  of  Bedford  :  On- the 
eighth  of  this  Inst,  were  found  Jiilled  and  scalped  about  eighteen 
Miles  on  this  side  of  the  Town  of  Bedford,  and  within  half  a  Mile 
of  the  gread  Road  one  Peck,  his  wife  and  two  Children,  his  House 
burnt,  and  another  who  liv^d  there  is  missing  and  thought  to  be 
taken  away';  the  enemy  penetrating  so  far  into  the  very  Heart  of 
the  Country  has  struck  a  general  Panick,  and  the  People  are  mostly 
fled.  On  my  Coning  down  I  had  ocdssien  to  pass  thro'  the  settle- 
ments  of  Brush  Creek,  Tonolowas,  Licking  Creek  and  the  Big  Cove, 
md  most  of  the  People  were  ebher  ga&ered  at  Difierent  places, 
Moe  or  going  away  into  Maryland,  Virginia  or  Conegocheague, 
however  on  my  crossing  Toscarora  Mduataia  ieadiog  loom  the  Coves 
to  Conegocheague,  I  met  several  FaasilieS  returning  into  the  Coves. 
I  must  likewise  inform  your  Excellency  that  there  are  several 
Slat{oH|'"oooapied  at  present  in  the  County  of  Bedford,  by  the 
Bedford  Pennsylvania  Company  of  RangiBrk^  and  thu  Bedf<ird 
i  XJdnnty  Hilitia,  td  wit.  Frankston^  Hteda  of  S>unvn||k^Ai«ift:v^vn\ 

*  See  answer,  August  21.  '  •^' 


.  620  PENNSTLYANIA  ABGHIYBS  17§2. 

Pipor,  the  Town  and  Invirons  of  Bedford,  and  along  the  Ri?er 
JaDiatta  and  some  other  inoonriderahle  small  parties  at  other 
8tationS|  in  all  ahont  one  hundred  and  fifty  or  one  hundred  and 
Btztjy  that  there  is  not  above  one  week's  provisions  for  thdr  snb- 
sistanoe,  and,  that  it  was  not  possible  for  me  to  hare  got  more 
having  not  a  penny  to  purchase  with,  and  if  there  is  not  a  speedy 
supply  to  those  stations  they  will  of  Course  be  evaoaated,  and  ai 
sure  as  Frankston,  Fort  Piper,  Dunning's  Greek  posts  or  any  one  of 
them  are  evacuated,  I  am  of  Opinion  Cumberland  Ooiinty  will 
become  the  Frontier,  because  these  are  the  most  Material  stadona  in 
the  County,  and  if  it  is  heard  once  that  any  of  them  are  deserted 
the  whole  of  the  Country  to  which  they  are  a  frontier  will  imme- 
diately fly.  ' 

The  other  Frontier  Counties  are  equally  distressed  by  every 
report  that  I  oan  hear. 

I  had  almost  forgot  informing  your  Exeellenoy  that  the  noted 
Girty  has  for  some  years  past  threatened  the  Town  of  Bedford  with 
destruction,  in  like  manner  as  he  has  that  of  Hannah's  Town,  Be 
has  eflfebted  his  design  on  the  later,  and  how  soon  he  may  efleet  a 
-  Mmilar  Destruction  on  the  former  I  know  not,  but  I  am  greatly 
afraid  he  has  it  in  Contemplation ;  This  Information  I  thought 
myself  under  an  absolute  necessity  of  giving  to  your  Honorable 
Board. 

I  am  Sir, 

with  very  great  respect 

your  ExcelleDcy's 

most  obcdt.  H'ble  scrvt., 

BERNARD  DOUGHERTY. 

August  19th,  1782. 
Dtrecfedf 

Hi-    Excellency,  William  Moore,  Esquire,   President  of   the 
Supr  jxe  Executive  Council. 


Speaker  ov  Assembly  to  Pres.  Moore,  1782 

In  Genl.  Assembly, 

Aug.  19th,  1782. 
Sir, 
The  House  have  directed  me  to  request  your  Exoelleney  &  the 
I  Hon'ble  the  supreme  executive  Council  to  furnish  them  with  an 
I  Estimate  of  the  Supplies  that  may  be  wanting  until  the  first  Day 
of  November  next  ensuing  as  will  appear  by  the  inclosed  ReaolutioD. 
I  have  the  Honour  to  be  with  perfect  Respect 
Tour  Excellency's  most  obedient 
&  very  humble  Servt, 

FKEDK.  A.  MUHLENBEBO,  Speaker. 
JDirectedj    (On  public  Service.) 

Hfs  Escelleney,  William  Hoore,  Eeqr.,  Prendent  of  the  State  of 
Pensilvania. 
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Prbs.  Moorb  to  Gov.  Livingston,  1782, 

Sir,  Philadelphia,  Aug*  21,  1782. 

The  letter*  which  your  Excellency  did  me  the  honor  to  addrcsv 
to  me,  (dated  the  17th  instant,)  respecting  the  terms  in  which  passes 
have  been  granted  to  persons  going  within  the  Enemy's  lines,  lays 
the  Coancu  under  obligations,  as  the  information  it  contains  will 
enable  them,  in  future,  to  adopt  expressions  more  definitive  than  it 
would  have  been,  perhaps,  proper  to  have  done  heretofore.  Bv  the 
words  ''  the  officer  commanding  the  troops  next  the  enemy,''  was 
intended  to  express  such  place  as  should  from  time  to  time  have 
been  assigned  for  receiving  flags  from  the  enemy.  And  your 
Excellency  ?nll  observe  that  the  Council  have  expressly  reserved  to 
the  officer  there  commanding  a  "  Discretion,'^  which  they  considered 
M  highly  necessary  to  be  exercised  on  special  occasions. 

The  Council  consider  the  attentions  &  remarks  of  your  Excellency 
as  a  new  proof  of  your  regard  to  the  general  interest  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  the  continuance  of  a  free  and  friendly  communica-. 
tioD  of  such  observations  as  may  draw  an  early  explanation  of  all 
occurrences  liable  to  misconstruction,  to  be  a  means  of  preserving 
that  perfect  eood  understanding  which  has  always  existed  between 
New  Jersey  &  Pennsylvania. 

And  your  Excellency's  declaration  that  you  believe  me  to  be  not 
less  studious  to  advance  our  glorious  cause  than  yourself,  does  me 
honor.  And  I  beg  you  to  believe  that  I  shall,  with  great  pleasurei 
cultivate,  on  all  occasions^  a  continuance  of  that  good  understanding 
between  those  states. 


Commissioners  fob  Dbfbnce   of   Riybr  Delawarb  to 
Prbs.  Moorb,  1782. 

To  the  Honourable,  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of 

Pennsylvania. 

The  Commissioners  appointed  to  procure  and  equip  an  armament 
for  guarding  &  defending  the  Navigation  of  the  Bay  and  River 
Delaware,  Kospectfully  beg  Leave  to  Represent,  That  the  funds 
assigned  for  the  defence  of  the  Trade  Is  not  adequate  to  the  support 
of  more  than  one  of  the  Ships  now  in  Service,  nor  does  it  appear  to 
them  necessary  at  present  to  employ  more  than  one  for  that  purpose. 
They  are  of  opinion  that  the  ship  Hyder  Ally  is  the  most  suitable 
for  that  Service ;  therefore,  pray  the  permission  of  the  Honb*«,  the 
Oouncili  for  disposing  of  the  Ship  Gen.  Washington.^ 

We  are,  with  all  due  Respect,  The  Councils  most  H'ble  Servts^, 

JNO.  PATTON,         ) 
FRAN.  GURNET,     V    Com's. 
WILL- ALLIBONE.) 

Fhilada.,  Aug.  21, 1782. 

.  f  Seepage  682,  andCoL  ftcc,  Vol.  XUI.,^.  «&&,  10Mc-ipiaa\a^ 
Vol.  IX.— 27 
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Indnrnedj 

1782,  Angnst  2l6t  From  CommissioDers  for  defence  of  bay  ai 
rivor  Delaware.  Read  in  Council,  Augt.  21,  1782,  k  orderc 
Timt  the  same  be  laid  before  the  General  assembly. 

T.  MATLACK  Secy. 

Read  \xx  Assembly  1  time,  Ang.  21, 1782^  read  2  time  Aug.  23 
and  ordered  to  be  refercd  to  the  S.  E.  Council  to  take  order  tBereo 


Sir, 


Gov.  Livingston  to  Prbs.  Moore,  1782, 

Trenton,  21.  August,  1782. 


The  writer  of  the  inclosed  Letter,  who  is  utterly  unknown  to  m 
Rcems  to  have  very  reasonable  pretensions  to  the  permission  1 
solicits.  If  such  debts  are  due  to  him  as  he  alledges,  it  mu 
be  natural  for  him  to  endeavour  to  secure  them ;  and  it  would  sec 
di8hv)nourable  in  us  to  deny  him  the  means  of  doing  it.  But  as  h 
business  lays  in  Phiiadulphia,  I  do  not  think  myself  authorized  ' 
give  him  a  Passport  to  go  into  any  other  state.  But  if  your  Ezcc 
Icncy  shall  think  proper  to  grant  him  permission  to  come  ' 
Pbilad.clphia,  &  to  inclose  such  pass  to  me,  I  will. transmit  it  to  lun 
together  with  my  own  for  passing  thro'  this  state  for  that  purpoc 

As  he  mentions  his  having  made  application  to  Congress  for 
Passport  to  go  to  Philadelphia  it  would  perhaps  hot  be  improper 
enquire  of  your  Delegates  the  cause  of  the  refusal,  and  whetb 
there  be  any  political  objection  against  granting  his  request. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  Esteem  your 

Excellency's  most  obedient  &very  humble  servant, 

WIL.  LIVINGSTON. 
Directed, 

His  Excellency,  William  Moore,  Esq',  President  of  the  Supren 
Executive  Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  Phil 
dclphia 

Governor  Livingston. 


Silas  Taylor,  Deposition  RESPSCTiNa  Wyoming,  1782, 

Northampton  County. 
This  22d  Day  of  August,  1782,  Personally  appeared  before  n 
Silas  Taylor  and  being  duly  sworn  on  his  solemn  Oath  deposel 
and  saith  ;  he  was  at  Wyoming  on  or  about  the  twentieth  Day 
July  last :  Colo.  Zebulon  Butler  arrrived  at  that  Place  the  Di 
prcceeding,  after  the  Arrival  of  Butler,  he  sent  to  all  the  Proprieto 
of  the  Connecticut  Claim  then  at  that  Place  to  meet  tbe  next  Di 
to  consult  on  Business  of  Importance  and  he  was  particuhir '  i 
Bcgard  to  have  Notice  sent  to  all  tbe  civil  officers.   The  next  Momiii 


'^ys^i 
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^aflcr  tbe  MeetiDg  the  Sei^ooent  asked  Btindrj  of  these  PropricHois 
aa  thej.  eali  thems^lve^  what  important  Busitteasi Colonel  Butler 
.had  ta  lay  before  them ;:  tbej  told  tbe  Doponenty  Col.  BaUer  had 
givcD  Instruotions  to  them  to  go  down  the  River  to  WapwhalpeOi 
build  a  strong  Block  House  and  take  Poaaeeaion'  ef  that  Country ; 
The  Trial  between  Conneoticut  and  Pennsjlvania  will  be  kept  off 
this  seven  years  and  the  Possessions  will  support  their  Claims,  many 
of  those  Connecticut  Proprietors  offered  the  Deponent  and  a  Number 
of  others- one  bntidred'acres  of  Land,  if  they  would  go  with  them  to 
aupport  and  defend  their  Possession  at  Wapwalpen. 
i-  SILAS  TAYLOR. 

Sworn  and  acknowledged  before  mci  the  year  and  Bate,  above 
trritten. — John  Van  Camp£N. 


t  John  Seily's  Djbpositxok  REBPscrnm  Wyoming,  1782. 

On  the  24th  day  of  J t^nei  17^2,  Before  die  Lewis  Steoher  one  of 
the  Jnstioes  of  tba  Peace  in  and  for  the  County  of  Northampton 
appeared  John  Seely  and  maide  Oath  on  the  Holy  Evangelist  that 
he  has  made  it  his  Business  to  Enquire. of  the  Settlers  at  Wyoming 
their  Sirength^  Intentions,  &o.;  which  is  as  foUowa,  Vis  :— 

About  Three  Hundrdd  oaen  fit  to,  bear  Arms,  one  fotirth  (or  not 
Exceeding  one  Third  J  from  the  State  of  Connecticut* 

Thev  Expect  a  large  Body  of  Settter8.fh)m  the  state  of  Connecticut 
t&is  full  and  Next  Spring  to  Extend  t^eir  Settlement. 

They  Expect  their  Trial  will  be  put  oS  till  another  year^ 

If  they  should  fail  in  their  Charter  Claim^  thejr/are  Determined 
to  push  for  its  being  a  New  S^te. 

JNO.  SEELY. 

Sworn  before  me. — ^Lifwid  Staohsr. 


Pbbs.  Moorb  to  Gov.  LmNOSTOK  o?  N.  J.,  1782. 

In  Conn^i^  Philada.,  Angt.  24,  1782. 
Sir, 

Your  letter,  enclosing  one  to  .yon  firom  Mr.  Haoiiair,  has  bean 
communicated  to  Council  &  to  the  delegates  of  the  State  in  Congress 
fW>m  whom  we  leatn^  that  Congress  did  not  think  Mr.  Macniiir 
entitled  to  the  permission  which  be  had  requested*— this  being  the 
ease  and' there  appearing  no  cilroumstanee  tending  to  prove,  that  he 
bad  aupplied  our  officen  in  ooiMeqqeoce  of  any  public  engagements 
'or  fro«'«  regard  to  our  cause,  but  on  a  principle  of  gain  only,  the 
Council  decline  giving  him  permission  to  come  into  this  state,  and 
do  not  think  It  necessary  for  them  to  suggest  a  mode  of  transacting 
the  business  which  he  has  to  do. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  bint,  that  the  present  temper  of;  the 
whigi  of  P|Q)^ayl?ania  would  not  eprily  broolp  a.^|^  «i.^^^x^vb»xi 
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iDdnlgoiioe  to  our  enemies  and  jovr  Exe'y  maj  be  aatoied  Ail 
Carlton  ft  Disl^a  letter  has  not  prodooed  eonseqiieiioev  rm 
fiTonmble  to  the  Loyalists;  either  within  or  withoat  the  0osmf§ 
line. 

I  am  with  great  regard 

your  Exoelleney's 

most  obedient  servani| 

W.  M.,  Praridt 
Vtrectetff 

His  Bxe^y^  William  Livingston;  Esqr.;  Governor  of  the  state  of 
New  Jersey. 


PiSimSTLTAKU  CoMlflSSIOKBRS  ON  COKinBCTIOIfT   OlAIM  fO 

Pass.  MooBB;  1782. 

PbHada.;  24th  Angoat^  1782. 
Sir, 

We  have  the  Honour  to  inform  the  Counoil  that,  after  ntnneroai 
Meetings,  with  the  Agents  of  Connecdcut,  we  have  at  length  agreed 
upon  Commissioners  to  oonstitute  a  Court  for  fhe  Tnal  of  the 
Controversy  between  the  two  States.  The  Gentlemen  agreed  upoa 
are  the  hon'ble  WilIiam,Whipple,  Welcome  Arnold,  David  Brearley, 
William  Churchill  Houston,  Cyrus  Griffin,  Joseph  Jones  ft  Thomu 
•Nelson,  Esqrs.,  and  we  have  Beason  to  expect  that  a  Commission 
will  issue  to  them  immediately.  The  twelfth  Day  of  November 
next  is  fixed  for  the  Meeting  of  the  Court  at  Trenton ;  and  each  of 
them  are  to  receive  ten  Dollars  ^  Day  during  their  attendanocii  to 
be  paid  in  the  first  Instance  by  the  two  States  equally. 

In  this  situation  of  the  Business  we  think  it  our  Duty  to  suggest 
the  propriety  of  employing  some  fit' person  without  Delay  to  procure 
authentick  Copies  of  a  Number  of  Records  from  the  States  of  New 
York  ft  Couaecticut>  the  particulars  of  which  we  cannot  at  present 
enumerate;  and  for  which  a  diligent  Search  may  perhaps  be 
necessary. — And  also  the  necessity  of  an  adequate  ft  early  Provision 
of  Money,  as  well  for  the  Proportion  of  the  pay  of  the  Jadgea  to  be 
defrayed  by  this  state  as  for  the  other  necessary  Expenoes  attending 
this  important  Discussion. 

We  also  beg  leave  to  request  an  early  attention  of  the  Hon. 
Board  to  this  Business  as  we  apprehend  from  its  Nature  ft  Intriesof 
ft  the  Number  of  Persons  necessarily  attendant  upon  it  the  Bxpeneei 
will,  be  very  considerable. 

r  We  have  the  honor  to  be  Ac. 

Directedf 

lin  Sst'%  Prerident  Moore. 

*  See  Col.  Beo.,  YoL  ^t.,  p.  861.— this  from  the<roi^  dnn^ 
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fsLse^  Motors  to  R,  Dots,  17«2. 

:PUltda.  Aogt  27. 1782. 
Sir, 

Your  letter  of  tlie  20tb  instiDt,  directed  to  me  u  Secretary  of  the 
Goanoil  has  been  laid  Wore^  the  Ceancil,  and  I  am  ordered  to  inform 
you  that  Pennsylvania  has  no  authority  to  grant  a  pass  to  any  person 
whatever,  from  New  York  to  the  state  of  Virginia.  The  peculiar 
circumstanoes  of  ycmr  oase^  haa  no  doubt,  iiwiueed  oouncil  to  so  far 
attend  to  it ;  yet  I  must  request,  that  you  will  not  on  any  occasion 
^te  to  me  thro'  any  other  channel  than  head  quarters,  as  I  will  not 
^berwiae  bold  %  <H>rreBpHO|idenee  with  a  pev&oa  within  tbe^  lines  of 
tiie  enemies  of  thepe  ynited  States,;  M  the  anji^eot  what  it  may. ,  iK 
ifould  be  still  ynu^  i^oeei  improper  for  me  to  intern^cddle  with  tny 
of  your  mercantile  affairs.  And  I  beg  yon  to  remember  that  what- 
i^er  may  ^biive  beei^my  respect  Ipr  jon  as  an  incUvidaal  we  aie  with- 
ii^  Comae  of  human  e?enta  become  enemiev. 

T.  M.  Secy. 


OOMMISSIONEBB  FOB  DEFENCE  OF  THE  BlYEB  DELAWARE, 

17«2r 

To  the  Honble.  theaupretne  JExeoutire  Gouicil  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 

The  Cannniarieners  appoiaittd  to;  procure  and  equip  an  armament 
for  guarding  &  defending  the  navigation  of  the  Bay  &  Biver  Delns.^ 
ware  RespeelfnUy  bM^  teve  tafiepreaeiit 

Thai  acreeahle  to  the  permission  obtaioed  bearnig  date  the  23d  of 
An."^  we  have  dispoasd  of  the  Ship  Genu  Waahington  Hft  Pnbliek 
Sale  fivr  Seven  thousand  five  hondfed  ^  §iiy  Pminda  agreeaMe  td 
tlie  Inclosed  Conditions,  hatiiq;  i«8ttPV>od^$he  Lead  ft  Imd  Ballaal; 
■OBMB  Previaiona  Ac.,  .r-ii-ju- :. 

Mesara  John  W.  Stanly  &  Co.  became  Ae  purohaaers  at  the  time 
•f  sale.  Soon  after  we  were  ialbrmed  tbal  the  auperintendant  of 
Finance  requaated  io  hate  the  SInp  fbr  PnMie 'Service  to  whidi 
Mr.  Stanly  readily  agreed  provided  we  won'd  take^^ the  superintend 
dant  9i  Finance  for  the  Payment,  this  we  OoMented  to,  having 
vreviou8>3F>agieed  with  him  that  if  bo  became  4he  purchaser  io  give 
kirn  nine  months  Credit  f(nr  the.  purchase  money«  The  terms  of 
aiileiield  on*  were  more  advantageooi  for  the  payment  than  those 
wHb  Mr.  Mortis,  bat  aaahe  waa  wanted  by  bim  for  Pablie  Service 
we  Oonoluded  he  sbould  faav«  her,  wb  beiieve  the  €eiidittOBs  held 
Ml  at  the  Bah  aad  those  pnrdoudy  agreed  to  with  Mr;*  Murtia  haa 

..:.      -.••..     j/t     i!j:vs    ^'     '.        .:.,-.    ■        :liU    .*-^    ■■■■■'     ■  •      "■>'.      :-      -   / 
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been  a  means  of  procnreing  an  advantageons  Priee  for  the  Ship  tad 
hope  our  proceedings  on  ib^  oo^ision  will  meet  jonr  approbation.    , 
^e  are  with  dne  Respect, 

The  Councils  most  Hble.  Servts. 

JNO  PATTON,  •) 

FRANS.  GURI^BT,    Y  Com^ 
WILI/-  ALLIfiONB,) 


Conditions  of  Sale,  1782. 

(Copy.)  '       '    ^ 

The  State  Ship,  General  Washington,  as  she  now  lays  at  andior 

id  the  JEUver  Delaware,  agreeable  to  this  Inventmr. 
The  Purchase  money  to  be  paid  in  '6is  weeksi  the  Porohaser 

giving  Security  if  Required. 
The  Commissioners  Obl'gations  will  be  ReoeiTed  in  pajment  far 

such  Sum  or  Sums  as  the  Present  Purchasers  have  really  Sent  them. 

WILL-  ALLIBONB, 

For  the  Gommifii*. 
Wednesday,  Aug.  28th,  1782. 


Pbbs.  Moorb  to  Gbnl«  Washington,  1782. 

In  Oonncil,  Philadelphia,  Aug:  27,  1782. 
Sir,      .  -.■ 

The  inroads  which  have  recently  been  made  by  the  Indians  within 
this  State,  and  the  number  of  murders  committed  by  them,  ta 
within  6uc  frontiers,  having  become  seriously  important  and  alanninA 
the  hoQse  of  Assembly,  many  of  whose  members  are  well  aoqaaintdl 
with  the  nature  of  Indian  wars,  have  taken  the  matter  under  their 
consideration,  &  think  it  necessary  to  carry  several  ezpeditioiis  into 
the  Indian  country,  as  the  only  effectual  means  of  drawing  their 
warriors,  from  our  settlements.  And  as  the  defence  of  the  frontieit 
of  Pennsylvania,  by:  covering  a  number  of  other  states,  becomes  a 
common  cause  of  the  Utiited  States,  we  have  agreed  to  send  a  depu- 
tation from  the  house  and  one  from  the  Oouncu  lo  confer  with  your 
Excellency  on  this  subject  and  adopt  such  Yneastire  for  this' purpose 
as  shall  by  you  and  them  be  judged  efltectual  &  practicable.  The 
Oouncil  are,  unanimously,  of  opinion  that  such  expeditions  are  really 
necessary,  and  therefore  feel  the  strongest  disposition  to  interest 
your  Excellency  in  favour  of  that  measure,  as  far  as  shall  be  found 
consistent  .with  the  general  plan  of  operations  for  the  campaign,  and 
we  beg  leave  to  assure  you  that  we  shall  give,  with  the  greatest 
i«adines8|  every  Md  m  our  ^«c  In  toicicaxdlu^  the  meaauro. 


The  Coancil  wish  that  jour  Ezcellepcj  would  consider  the  Vice 
President  as  fully  empowered,  on  the  part  of  Cotiocily  to  enter  upon 
this  business  in  jhe  broadest  ground^. and  finally  to  agree  to  the 
measures  to  be  taken/ as  we  obnfidb  b  his  ability,  and  the  season  ' 
ifill  admit  of  no  delay. 

We  are  very  happy  to  find  that  the  Secretary  of  War  appears  to 
tiiink  favourably  of  the  expedition  ptbposed,  and  that  he  has  written 
your  Excellency  his  sentiments  thereupon.        , 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  thegreatest  , 

'    regard  &  esteem,  yotir  Excellency's  most    '\ 
obedient  &  very,  httfnble  servfti^t,  J^ ' 

If.Ml,  Pres'. 
e,.  His  Bxo'y,  aen.  Washington:  / 

La  Fayettb  to  Gbn.  Lincoln,  1762^ 

.     ,  •'  Paris,  September  1, 1782. 

Dear  Sii^,  ^'  ' 

The  Chevalier  de  Lambert,,  a  Fr^nol^  Gentleman  who  (^as  served 
some  yea^'in  the  GendarmarieiHU  have  the  honiar  to'w&it  upon 
Tou  with  this  Letter,  and  I  beg  leave  most  earnestly  to  recommend 
him  to  your  notice.  It  is  known  in  the  Army  that  my.o|nnibn  Kaa' 
ever  been  dear  against  the  admittftnce  of  foreigners,  and  if  you 
except  a  few,  whom  I  need  not  name  to  yp%  more  o£  the  E^urop^n 
Officers  have  brought  over  little  merit  and  great  pretensTons^this 
^ou  will  not  find  to  be  the  case  with  the  Chevalier  de  Lambert.  He 
m  young,  and  desires  to  become  ea  experienced  Officer,  #iid  intends 
at  ence  to  devote  himself  to  oar  Service,  se  that  I  beg  you  will  oon^ 
aider  him  as  one  who  hae  made  himself  an  American,  and  one  whose: 
welfare  I lia^e  very  mu^  at  heartL '  I. would  not  wish  him  to  enter 
iiitOLa^ corps  of  foreigners,  but  in  one  oCthe  National  Besiments,  the  . 
eefliie  ^Way  as  two  French  Gentlemen  have  been  employed  in  Colonel 
Stewald^i  Pennsylvania  Rc|pment,  and  for  this  purpose  I  warmly' 
xeeemdend  him  ta  your  friendly  patronage.  I  have  wrote  to  His 
Sxdelleney  upon  the  subjeet,  and  I  do  assaieyon  that  your  kindness 
to  the  GhevaUer  de  Lambert  will  Mffatd  me  a  particular  satisfiiotion. 

I  ani  hat>py  my  dear  friend  of  harvingjan  opportunity  to  remind 
joo  of  a  Brother  S(4dier,  who  has  the  honor  to  be  . 
with  tile  Highest  regard  and  it 

-  most  teader  attachment^     .:  ^ 

y  aff>  H'ble  servant, 
LA  FATETTBt 

Directed^    The  Honl.  Major  General  Lincoln*. . 

Indor^fl.  1782,  Sept.  1st,  From  Mtgor.  Genl,  the  Marquis  La 
Fayefte,'tb  Major  Qeneriil  Lincoln,  rec  the  Chevalier  de  Lambert. 

♦  See  CoL  Eec,  Vol.  XIII.,  p.  866.  Vi 

t  The  foregoing  is  not  (apparently)  in  the  tfai^nis'S  band  WYitht|^;  i^t  \V 

is  not  designated  as  m  «^  Uqpy"— thoogb  it  probably  \i,  ^t  \2kka  vj^^qeui^^  vtso^ 

to  Gen.  I^noolo.  .    :.  ...«.'     .  .»  ,vv   ^ 
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Geobgb  Wall,  Juk.,  to  Secrbtabt  Matlack,  1782. 

Solebnrji  Bucks  Conntji  Sept  2d,  1782. 
Sir, 

Inclosed  you  have  the  the  Draaghts  of  three  fistateSi  the  Penons 
thej  belong  to  have  been  Proscribed  long  since.  Joseph  Doao  hath 
been  retamed  home  acain,  but  on  hearing  he  was  DiscoTer^d  to  be 
Concerned  in  the  Boberies  committed  m  this  County,  haa  agua 
absconded.  I  have  saved  l)oan's  Personal  B&ctSj  and  should  be 
Qlad  if  the  Council  would  Please  to  Direct  me  to  sell  them  aooD,  ai 
they  are  Dayly  wasting.  Also  want  to  know  if  I  may  advertise 
their  Real  Estates  for  Sale.  I  should  be  Glad  you  will  Please  to 
Consult  Council  about  the  Matter  and  send  me  their  DetermiiiiaClba 
by  the  bearer  hereof,  Capt.  Kinsey. 
firom  your 
ob^ent  humble  servant, 

GEO.  WALL,  Junior.*  - 
Directed f 

To  the  fion'ble  Timothy  Matlaok,  Secretary,  Philadelphia. 
Favoured  by    1 
C«pt.  Kinsey.  j 


'  BaHkasd  DotTGHE^TY  TO  HoK.  Dr.  Garbnbb,  1782. 

Sir, 

I  Beg  leave  to  lay  the  inelosed  thro'  your  means  before  the 
Honorable  Board  of  Council,  as  it  gives  (tho'  imperfectly)  some 
aoo^  of  the  present  Situation  of  the  County  of  Bedford,  yon  w«e 
kind  enough  to  promise  to  me  a  Copy  of  such  instruetions  as  are 
necessary  for  mo  to  ol>serve  relative  16  Issuing  Provisions,  I  pray  it 
may  be  remembered  with  respect  to  ngning  Vouchers,  that  the 
County  Lieutenant  lives  upwards  of  fifty  Miles  from  Bedford  Town. 
I  understand  that  the  Loan  for  the  relief  of  the  Frontiers  is  in  sueh 
forwardness  as  not  to  admitt  of  the  least  Doubt  respecting  it ;  if 
Council  will  please  to  take  the  County  of  Bedford  into  ConsideratioB 
by  enabling  me  to  return  to  it  inimediately,  I  believe  it  wond  hafe 
a  salutary  effect,  nothing  can  be  more  distressing  than  the  present 
situation  of  it,  for  the  places  said  in  the  inclosed  to  be  broken  up, 
are  nearly  on  the  Maryland  Line,  you  will  greatly  lessen  my  Anxiety 
by  letting  me  know  what  I  am  to  expect,  and  it  will  add  to  my 
obligatil^ns  that  I  may  be  as  soon  as  Conveniently  possible  informed. 
I  am  Sir,  with  all  due  respect, 

your  most  Obed^  H'ble  ServS 

BARNARD  DOUGHERTY.t 

Sep' 2d,  1782. 

Honorable  Doctor  Ga.icdner,  in  Coundl. 

* .  Se^  Col.  Ree.,  YoL  XIII.,  p.  861. 
t  Bee  CqV,  Uw.»  Nov -JAW.,  ^.  Wi. 
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Lt.  Cot.  Edw.  Cook  io  Fbbs.  Moobb,  1782. 

■■■'■■  WertmoreUnd Oauniy, 2d  September,  1782. 

Sir 

i  It  may  be  niaoeflBary  to  Inform  yoar  Ezoelknoy  tbat  upoD  an 
Application  made  to  me  by  acme  of  the  Diistreaaf  Inhabitants  of 
Hanna'a  Town  and  the  Vicinity  thereof,  I  have  allowed  them  to 
Enroll  themselves  under  the  Commah'd  of  Captain  Brice  and  Draw 
Rations  for  two  months  upon  their  making  Every  Exertion  in  their 
Power  to  keep  up  the  Line  of  the  Frontiers. 

.The  Banging  Company,  Oonsiating  of  about  22  PriTates  and  2 
officers,  are  stationed  at  liftgonecfr  for  the  Defenoe  of  that  Quarter. 

The  intended  Excursion  against  the  Indians,  under  tlie  Command 
of  Brigadier  General  Irvine,  is  purposed  to  set  out  the  15th  Inst. 
No  mills  to  Grind,  on  aco^  of  whioh  there  b  some  Difficulties  still  in 
the  way. 

The  Savages  have  been  tolerable  these  few  weeks  F^ast,  what  they 
are  about  we  Cannot  Determine  I  am  Informed  that  you  have  it 
Befiort^d  that  the  Massaore  of  the  Moravian  Indians  Obtain  the 
Approbation  of  Every  man  on  this  side  the  Mountains,  which  I 
^a^^ure  your  Ezcelency  is  false,  that  the  Better  Part  of  the  Commu- 
nity^are  of  Opinion  the  Perpetrators  of  that  wicked  Deed  ou^t  to 
"be  jBrought  toCondein  Punishment^  that  without  spmethinff  Is  Done 
'^  Qovemment.in  the  Matter,  it  will  Disgrace  the  Annab  of  the 
tTnited  States,  and  be  an  Everlasting  Pica  and  Cover  for  British 
Cruelty. 

I  haye  the  jSonoor  to  be  your  Ezoelenoy's 

most  Obedient,  ..;' 

most  Humble  S^vint, 

EDW.  COOK, 

Directed f 

His  Bzdellency,  William  Moore,  Esq*,  President  of  Penosylvaniai 
Philadelphih'.' 


PrES.  MOORB  TO  (JOVBRiraRS  OrNBW  YO&K  AHD  COKNEO- 

TicuT,  1782. 

Sir, 

The  Council  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  have  appointed  Mr. 
Osboume  solicitor  in  the  cause  now  depending  before  Congress, 
respecting  the  lands  claimed  by  the  state  of  Connecticut,  within  the 
bounds  of  Pennsylvania.    And  4t  appearing  to  be  probabU  ^.W 
there  may  bo  among  the  reoorda  of  the  aiata  on«c  nVfucXi^^'Q^  \^t^>.^^ 

27^ 
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some"^  which  may  elucidate  that  subject,  and  have  therefore  direeied 
him  to  apply  to  your  Excellency  for  permiasion  to  searoh  uid  take 
copies  of  such  records  as  may  have  this  tendency. 

Your  Exoellenc/s  oountenanoe  and  assistance  in  this  bmnesSy 
extended  to  Mr.  Osbourne,  will  confer  an  obligation  on  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania  whieh  will  be  gratefuUy  acknowledged  aad  repaid 
whenever  it  shall  be  in  her  power. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  greatest  esteem 

and  respect,  your  Ezo'y*  most  obedient  servant. 
Indorsed, 

^  1782,  September  4th.  To  Oeorge  Clipl^and  Jonathan  TVnm* 
bull,  Governors  of  the  States  of  New  ¥<$rk  and  Oonneoticnt. 


Pbss.  Moorb  to  Qsn.  Ibydtb,  1782. 

In  Council,  Philada.,  Sepr  4th,  1782. 
Sir, 

The  situation  of  affairs  on  the  Frontiers  have  engaged  the  seriotia 
attention  of  both  the  Council  and  General  Assembly^  the  result  of 
which  has  been  a  conference  with  some  of  the  delegates  of  Congress, 
in  which  it  has  been  agreed  to  propose  to  His  ExcelUiKdy,  Oen.  Waab- 
ington,  to  carry  three  expeditions  into  the  Indian  country.  One 
from  Fort  Pitt,  one  from  Northumberland,  into  the  Jenisee  oonntryi 
and  one  toward  Oswego,  from  such  place  as  the  General  shall  think 
most  practicable. 

In  order  to  have  this  business  forwarded  in  the  most  deci^ve 
manner,  General  Potter,  on  the  part  of  Council,  and  Colonel  Magaw, 
on  the  part  of  the  General  Assembly,  are  gone  to  head  quarters  to 
determine  on  this  proposal,  and  are  expected  to  return  within  a  few 
days. 

\yhat  will  be  the  General's  sentiments  and  determination  on  this 
subject  it  is  not  possible,  at  present,  to  determine ;  yet  it  seems  to 
be  proper  to  give  you  this  hint,  of  which  you  will  make  such  use  as 
you  may  find  occasion,  and  you  may  depend  on  the  earliest  informa- 
tion upon  the  return  of  the  commissioners  from  head  quojrters. 

I  am,  with  esteem  &  regard, 

Your  most  obedient  servant. | 
General  Irvine,  (at  Fort  Pitt) 

♦  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XIR,  p.  861. 
f  See  Col.  Reo.,  VoL  XIII.,  p.  862. 
t  See  Col.  Rec.,  VoL  XIII.,  p.  86C. 
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F«  .l^opjBpraoN  jzo  ]^^  1782« 

To  Eia  Ezoellencji  the  Premdent,  and  Honourable^  the  Execatiye 

'  •    ^  "^  Connoa. 

Gkntlemeny 

<  ^  I  endow  for  ypnr  fppeoikm  a  eertifi^  aoooqmt^pf  i41  Aes  reoeived 
;]^  me  aa  Jadg9  of  tb^  Co«r|  of  A^mJuif^tj^  piiMa  |m  IS  of  June 

r  I  pray  joor  Hononia  w<ml4  be  ao  good  aa  io  grap^  me  a  Warrant 
t^  ^e  Treasury  for  jS75t  on  Aceooni  <^  Salavy,  oir  aooh ,  other  aum 
|ui  yon  mi^^  j^dge  expedient.  The  neeeasity^of  auob  i^  inpp)^  ^ath 
become^  the .  more  pr^Qgr  ea  t  haTO.,  b^  .difappoiYiie^  yi  mjr 
.pbief  Dippendenoe ;  .m.noeiTiiig.BiUa  on  Frap^|or  ^nten^pt due  on 
Monies  heretofore  lent  to  the  publio  seryioe. 

.1  have  the  HopQur  to  be,  with  aU  ReipeofiK  Qoo^B^i 
^our  moat  obedient  &  Tory  buinble  ferrant, 

FRAS.  HOPKINSON. 

Philada.,  Sept  14, 1782.  .   .    ,/    .   .      .  -^  . 

Directedf  .       ..  ; 

To  His  Exoellenoy,  The  Presideni  in  Counefl.      ' 


Pees  of  thb  Coubx  07  Admibaltt,  1782.       /^ 

Fees  reoeived  by  the  Honourable  Francis  Hopkinson,  Esqnirei 
Judge  ^f  the  Court  of  Admiralty  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  from 
the  thirteenth  day  of  June,  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  £]^hty-two,  to  ^e  Thirteenth  Day  of  Septemberi  in  the  same 

July  23.  Warr.  Survey  of  Ship  St  Helena,  Capt.  StillweTl, ' "  21  tO 
29.  Fees  in  Cause  Barney ^piiam  &o.,  vs.  Shallop  Boreas,    5  12 
Do.  in  Do.,      Idem,  vs.  Sloop  Sally,  5  12 

'  t)oi  in  Do;,     Idem,  "^    vs.  Sahoon«^&iypy 

Return,  .  .  .  5 12 

81.  &e.^  Writ  toaeUle  aveiage  Loss  on  Sohooner  Nanoy 

&  Cargo,  .  .  .         •  "»     1  DO 

t  Aug.  6.  Do.    Do.    Survey  Ship  Sfonsuoh,€at>*>  WUla,    i      110 
^80^:  10.  Do.  Stephen  Tinkeir  ({si  tarn  Ae.^  vai^SditMi^r  Leah- 

•^  Addressisy       .  I       nn  :,  :     .        M 10 

1       18.  Warr.  Sulrv^  Miip  Herr  Adams,  Cept^lUi^My/       1  10 

•    ■•:'.^:';'^"    ■        Mb     6 

V     I*de  herd^y  eeHity  that  tlie  abcrre  ia  a  true  Ae6o«nt  of  all  fees 
'teeeivedby^tk 'Honourable,  tbe  Judge  of  the  Oeitt  of  Admiralty, 
^  iforeeaiJH  ^t^^^n  the  ISth  Day  of  Juiljb  kat^  paatiwd^thia  Dayi    i 
'!-'  9itfaAi^ift^fli0|^tealber  K%b,  1792*^^   '-  : '  iumuuuv.  >    :  va  u  ^^^ 
Ji«M^W  Mfk»i  %J#R«^     «FQjW».^ 


8B2        sattmrmAsiA  iooravaB-.iTM. 

Tit.  "kit.  SooTXTO  pBi6.  MooaB,  1782. 

.    ._  lork/Septeidiir  idtfii  1782/ 
Sir,  _  ^  •» 

In  eoaipliaiioe  wtA  foot  Exoetten^/s  OtSMfff  the  14tb  of  U4 
Mt>nth,  t  eaHed  dioee  GUsa  af  €«Teii  BattaKotiB  of  tbe  If  ilitlit  of  tUi 
Gountyi  and  on  the  fifth  JDstant  the.  Oompany  marched  from  thti 
Place  for  Fort  PHL  GonsistiBg  of  one  OvptaijI-;  one  Lieotepnnti  om 
Ensign,  three  Serjeote  and  Seventy  eight  Rank  and  Fite;'  ill  Antf* 
nnd  bavih^  iibont  Six  roands  of  Ammunition,  whieh  was  all-  wehal 
We  #ere  under  the  necessity  of  sending  a  Wh^gon  to  ^iarrjr  P^ 
Tisions,  as  thiB^  was^noPost  beyond  Oariid^  irnera  theydooM  be 
supplied. 

Won'd  wish  to  be  infbrnied  if  they  are  to  li«e  relieved  ai  ihe  expi- 
ration of  their  two  Months  by  another  draft  of  tKe  Militia  of  this 
Goonty.     /:  .    -  . 

I  am,  Sir,  your  Excellency's 

most  Obedient  Humble  Servant, 

WM.  SOOTT. 
Indortedj 

Read  in  Goancil|  27  Sep.,  1782.  Ans'  by  the  resolve  of  that 
date.  :: 

T.  M. 

\Directedf 

His  Excellency,  William  Moore,  Esquire,  President  in  Counflil, 
Philadelphia. . 


Ma90r  Andrew  Porter  to  Council,  1782. 

>;  Philadelphia  Sept.  12th,  1782. 

'Oentlemen, 

The  inclosed.  Reiora  will  show  Council,  the  Promotions  which 
the  Officers  of  the:Pennsi^  Regiment  of  artillery  are  Justly  intitlod 
to-^nd  the  declaration  of  Congress  (toGol.  Garrington)  by  their 
tresdlve  o(  the.  29th  of  "April  last  leaves  it  no  longer  a  matter  of 
doubt- whoon  the  principles  of  right  k  wrong,  b  intitled  to  the  rank 
of  lient.  Col.  Commandant  of  the  Regiment 

The  Officers  that  were  formerly  in  Col.  Lamb's  Regt.  &  hj  the 
^arrangment  of  January  1st,  1781  Transposed  to  this,  pre  mOstenielly 
injnr^  by  withholding  their  promotions;  as  Junior  Officers  to  the^a 
in  Lambs  kayejiiiflie  been  promoted  to  vacancies  in  that  J^g^  mi^ 
now  take  command  of  them,  whereas  were  the  promotiomi  ,fi)«4  up 
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;  fioicr  is  the  only  personal  reward  left  for  an  effioer  in-our^eriric^ 
ja&d  idiwttbol«b  fima  him  his  promotion  is  wounding  his  feelings  b> 
•sapping  his  Military  honor  &  ambition.  We  early  drew  i  onr  swonils 
indefenoeof  onrCVmntry,  nor  oonld  The  Gloomy  prospeete,  whieh 
Uie  timid  shrank  aiakake  onr  early  determinatioa  of  iilghtlng  -this 
Imttleanntil  the  Independadoe  of  onv  Country  was  settkd  on  tfa^ 
firmest  Basis,  and  we  anticipate  the  day,  wheil  we  can- oniee  move 
return  to  the  Character  of  Citisens,  enriched  with  military^  honors,  & 
undistarbed  by  poverty  which  has  long^  been  clo6eljr.4K9nected  with 
the  military  charaoteii In  our  service.  /^  ".         .,'  "  ^  *  ' 

It  is  dear  Ic'a  Demonstrathht,  l^hat  it  was  nbir sinister  views,  but 
an  attachment  to  pur  Coimtiy  and  Military  ambition  detained  us  in 
the  service,  when  often  reduced  to  themostinnohinc  CSrouiiistahbes, 
and  attention  to  our  Families  pressing  us  to  provide  for  their  sop- 
port,  yet  we  have  been  &r  from  clamorous  tho'  but  ill  paid  for  our 
aervice. 

From  these  Considerations,  The  Jusbess  of  -  ^  request  iknd  the 
attention  Council  has  always  paid  to  the  Interests  of  their  Officers, 
I  have  not  the  least  doubt  but  you  will  order  our  promotions  take 
place,  that  those  complaints  so  injurious  to  the  feelings  of  offipefis 
may  be  removed. 

I  am  with  every  Sentiment  of  Sespect^ 
.  &  Esteem  Gentleme^  jroor  obedient  Servt.  ' 

:;     \''        i^DRSW  POBTEB.*  ' 
iJHrectedf        -.■•'-' J  /.:•[.•  1  •  ••- 

His  Ezedleney.ihe  President  &  Ae  supreme  fiicecutive -Council 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania.    :       ii  %•  ;  i 


..    .j  0^  for  Foreign  AJEiirp- 
(Srculi^.  •    '         ; 

PhUadefpUa  15th  September,  1782, 
•Sir,  '  '  ]' • 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  by  the  direction  of  Congress  that 
I  have  lately  received  official  advices  from  Mr.  Adams  of  the  Reso- 
lutions of  their  High  Mightiness  the  States /Oeoeral  ^  reeeive  and 
acknowledge  the  said  Mr.  Adams  in  quality  of  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary oftjie  IFnited  States  of  America  and  to  request  your  Excel- 
lency to  CiBiUse  thTs  interesting  Event  to  be  made  public  I  have 
the  honor  to  enclose  copies  of  the  Resolutions  of  their  High  Mighti- 
nesses on  this  subject,  and  to  inform  you  that  the  States  General  di4 
ifl^.tliei28d^of  April  appoint^a  grand  Obmoiiiteo  toebnfer  with  Mi*. 
Adams  to  whom  having  been  introduced  in  xtfaa  oanat  foffOMb^^  >e«^ 
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noblemen,  he  laid  before  them  the  plan  of  a  Treaty  of  aaity  and 
Oommeroe,  whioh  was  immediatelj  printed  and  sent  to  the  diflforent 
Members  of  the  Sovereignty.  I  cannot  ooncldda  withont  oongrato- 
lating  jour  Ezoellenoy  upon  an  event,  whioh  widens  thebana  of  our 
Independenoe  and  leads  to  an  immediate  oonneotion  with  a  powev- 
fttl  nation,  whose  alliance,  a  variety  of  Gircnmatanoea  in  their  origin 
and  government  render  extremely  desirable. 
I  haye  the  honor  to  be. 
Sir,  with  great  Respect  and  Estecmi 

Your  Excellency's  most  obed.  humble  servant, 

BOB.  B.  LIVINGSTON. 

His  Excellency  William  Moore. 


Judges  of  Supbbmb  Court  to  Prbs.  Moorb,  1782« 

September  18. 1782. 
Sir, 

Having  examined  all  the  parties  arrested  in  Backs  oonnty  on 
suspicion  of  being  principals  or  accessaries  in  robbing  the  Treasurer 
of  that  countj,  and  in  divers  other  robberies  &  felonies;  we  find  the 
prosecutions  cannot  be  carried  on  with  effect  unless  two  of  the  Par- 
ticipes  criminis  are  pardoned,  and  upon  mature  consideration  of 
all  circumstances  are  of  opinion,  that  Jesse  Vickers  and  Solomdo 
Yickers  have  a  preference  to  the  mercy  of  Government,  both  on 
account  of  their  youth  and  their  early  and  ample  discoveries. 

The  Attorney  (General  informs  us,  that  there  are  four  persons 
charged  with  Piracy,  none  of  whom  can  be  convicted  unless  one  of 
them  is  made  use  of  as  a  witness  and  that  a  certain  John  Shebell^a 
young  Swede  appears  io  him  to  be  the  most  likely  person  to'give  full 
evidence,  &  to  merit  credit  and  the  mercy  of  Government. 

For  these  reasons,  and  as  the  Courts  of  Admiralty  Sessions  begin 
to  day,  and  the  courts  of  Ojer  &  Terminer  and  General  Goal  De- 
livery on  Monday  the  30tb,  instant  for  the  County  of  Bucks,  we 
beg  jour  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  lay  this  business  before  Council 
and  communicate  to  us  the  result  of  their  determination. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be,      - 

with  the  utmost  regard  Sir,  Your  Exoellencjr's 

most  obedient  humble  servant^ 
THO.  McKEAN, 
GEO.  BBYAN.* 
Directedj 

His  Excellency  William  Moore,  Esquire,  President  &  Commander 
in  Chief  of  Pennsylvania. 

*  Bee  CoL  Reo.,  YoL  Xm.,  p.  872,  and  608-617  of  this. 
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Peb3.  Moobb  to  Ontr.  Wm.  laviNB^  1782. 

In  Cduoicil.    < 

Philada.^  September  18|  1782. 

An  expedition  from  Fcnrl  Pitt  being  Agreed  on  and  the  orders 
jrelative  thereto  of  oonrte'tvanBmitted  to  jpaby  the  Seoretary  of 
waTi  me  now  transmit  to  joa  an  estimate  of  the  ezpenoe  for  Tonr 
information  of  the  idea  entertained  here  respecting  it  and  some  kind 
of  mle  on  that  head.  We.  m  sensible  of  t^e  duKo^tiea  attendiz^ 
this  bnsinesfli  and  the  absolnte  neoessitjr  of  the  ntmoiit.  expedition 
being  used,  and  therefore  authorise  you  to  appoint  sooh  persons  to 
procure  the  pro?isibnS|  pack  horsea  and  stores  se  jon  may,  jud^pe 
most  capable  of  the  extraordinary  exertion  irbich  in  this,  case  is  re- 

Suired.  This  the  Council  think  the  importance  of  fhe  object  and 
^ei^.  confidence  in  your  prudence  and  integrity  will  jostify,  and  in 
order  to  give  you  the  fiure^t  opportnnite  the  nature  of  the  Oase  will 
admit  of,  we  transmit  to  you  by  BIr.  Caxnahan  the  sum  of  fifteen 
hundred  pounds.  The  ptate  eongea  tp  jpay  t^e  expence  in  the 
Ant  instance,  and  for  thia  purpofift,  will  forward  the  money  to  you 
from  time  to  time  as  they  peroate  it  will  be. necessary,  but  the 
Council  hope  it  will  not  exceed  the  estimate  pow  sent  to  you. 
Whoever  shall  be  appointed  by  yon  for  thei^e  purposes,  will  be  re- 

S aired  to  procure  clear  vouchers  of  nieir  expenditures,  and  to  make 
ear  distinctions  betweeh  the  radons  issued  to  the  Continental  troops 
&  those  issued  to  thiB  militia  and.  so  of  all  other  expenditures. 
I  wish,  you  success  in  the  arduous  task  before  you  and  am, 


IPkbs.  MOORB  TO  — ^ -?  it82.  .    , 

Sir,  ..    -:  ,  ' 

The  Bearer  Mr.  Camahan  has  under  his  care  £1500  to  bo 
delivered  to  General  Irvine  Commandant  at  Fort  Pitt,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  CaityiS^  on  an  Elxpeditioii  into  the  Indian. Country,  as  there 
is  some  Danger  in  Carrying  such  a  sum  of  Money  a  considerable 
Distance  thro'  an  uninhabited  pwrt  of  the  Country,  the  Council  will 
be  oblig'd  to  you  to  spare  two  Officers  to  Accompany  him,  of  the 
Troops'  that  are  gone  to  Fort  Pitt,  if  that  can't  be  done,  you'll 

t lease  to  receive  One  Thousand  of  the  Money  from  him,  &  send  it 
y  ih0  Offoers  who  command  the  Trobpa  that  ai^  sent  tnia  Lancas- 
ter upon  this  •expedition.'^       '  ' 

September  19, 1782.  .         .    .v .        ^ 

t  IN  CoL  Bee:,  YoL  UH,^  1^  Vl^ 
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.  BoBBRT  MoERis  TO  Pass.  MOOBB,  1782. 

Offioii  of  Blnaaooi  19th  Sepiemberi  1782. 
Sir 

The  Minister  at  War  haying  applied  to  me  to  make  Proyiaionfbr 
tmndrj  CoDtioental  Troops  whieh  are  (in  Par8ttaiiee*of  an  aet  of  God- 
^eas  of  the  thirteenth  Instant)  directed  to  be  employed  by  the  Staid 
of  Pensylvania  in  certain  Expeditions  about  to  be  undertaken  by  that 
State.  And  havinff  informed  me  farther  that  a  Part  of  those 
Troops  will  march  from  Foit  Pitt^  and  linother  Part  bf  them  from 
Carlisle  I  have  to  propose  to  your  Excellency  that  these  Troops  be 
subsisted  at  the  Ezpence  of  your  State  during  the  service  in  whieli 
you  mean  to  employ  them.  That  the  usual  lUceipts  be  taken  from 
the  proper  Officers  for  the  Rations  which  may  be  issued  and  that  I 

Ey  on  Behalf  of  the  United  States  the  Contract  Prices  of  such 
itions  at  the  Posts  of  Fort  Pitt  and  Carlisle  for  the  Troops  whieh 
march  from  those  Places  respectively.  This  appears  to  me  to  be  the 
simplest  Mode  of  Settlement,  but  if  not  approved  of  I  will  tak6 
arrangements  for  ileeding  the  continental  Troops  while  on  the  Expo* 
dition,  in  which  Case  I  must  request  to  be  bvored  with  the  Infor- 
mations necessary  for  my  Direction. 
Ir  With  perfect  Respect  &  Esteem 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

Sir^  your  Excellency's: 

most  obd*  &  h'ble  ServS 

ROB'T  MORRIS.* 

Dtrectedf 

To  His  Excellcnojr  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 
Indorsed f 

Read  in  Council^  Scpf  20, 1782. 


Pres.  Moorb  to  Bobt.  Morris,  1782. 

In  Council, 

Fhilad%  20th  September,  1782. 
Sir, 

Tour  letter  of  19th  instant  having. been  read  in  Council  and  the 
propositions  it  contains  considered — I  am  now  to  inform  you,  tbat 
the  arrangements  taken  by  the  Council  are  perfectly  consbtent  with 
vour  ideas  from  the  time  of  the  troops  marching  from  Fort  Pitt  and 
Northumberland  respectively. 

•  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XIII ,  p.  874. 
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'  It  nevMtlMileBt  ippeurs  lia  be  reMooable  that  in  ease  of  a  lose  of 
provisions  being  destroyed  bj  the  enemy,  that  tbe  United  States 
should  bear  •  proportion  of  voeh  loss  aeoordine  to  the  nwiiber  of  the 
troops  of  the  Uaited  States  eompared  with  Sie  number  of  Militia 
engaged  in  the  expedition.* 


Christopher  Hats  to  Prbs.  Moorb,  1782. 

Woitmoreland  Goantji  Pennsylvania^  September  y*  20tb^  1782. 
Dear  Sir, 

After  my  best  Compliments  to  you  I  Enform.yonr  Ezoellenoy 
that  the  Commission  f&r  the  Courts  of  Oyer  &  Terminer  is  Come  tQ 
hand  and  also  Mr.  MeClton's  Instmotidns  for  the  Rnniog  of  the 
Pennsylvania  line  whieb  is  now  sevarly  Threatned  t^  thosls  who^ 
Oppos'd  it  before  &  bar  Lives  Maob  Th^atn^d  by  those  whd' 
Formerly  held  to  the  Government  of  Virginia  &  now  to  a  New 
State,  if  any  such  who  ware  Enoouraged  by  men  your  E^oellenoyi 
would  scarcely  suppose*. 

As  our  Assessors  was  Taking  tbeir'  Retulms  According  to  Law. 
the  Opposers  Assembled  under  arms  Drove  them  off^From  Iheir^ 
Deauty  Fired  Ouns  at  them  and  say  they  will  not  Pay  any  Tales 
nor  be  Obedient  to  our  Laws  imag.  they  never  took  the  oath  of 
Fidelity  to  this  state  But  means  to  support  a  New  state. 

I  should  Think  it  would  not  be  t^isa  if  .Abe  Honourable  Council 
would  send  k  Number  of  Proclamations  a^mst  all  those  that  is  or 
willW  in  Opposition  of  ^1  Laws  &  LawfuU  Proceeding  in  this, 
state  as 'there  is  a  Number  sucb  in  our  Territories  &  will  of  Con«^ 
sequence  encourage  a  Number  lilore  Unless  something  Dope  to 
Oppose  th^m  the  Citisfens  of  these  Two  Counties  Think  it  Ezttemely , 
Heard  to  py  Taxes  ft  be  nearle  all  sMimer  undief  ahns  ft  Etebeive 
Neither  Pa^  nor  Provisions  ai  Bach  Man  has  to  Kbd  mostly  tbeir 
own  Provision  while  on  Deauty. 

There  &  aCampain  Proposed  to  Go  agi^inst  the  Bn^niAiflkey  Towns 
to  start  by  the  6th  Day  of  Next  Mohth  Under  th6  Command  of 
Oeneral  !EMne  wherein  these  Counties  Qtibtoed  tfa^mielves'  To  find 
all  Voluntiers  and  a  Niithbet  of  Regular  Trbopein  rrlFHsion  During 
said  Caihpain  which  is  Nearly  if  not  altogether  Beady  ft  Lies 
Prepared  for  that  Purpose. 

I  Have  been  Informed  By  BiU  Printed  for  f^ublio  Connderaiiem 
that  the  Ctranty  of  Westmorland  will  6r  is  to  be  Divided  into  Two 
Counties  'Unless  Opposed  by  the  Publid.  If  tbe  New  County  should 
take  Place  Westmoreland  County  will  be  TotaHy  Bufned  and  in  a 
short  ^me  will  Become  an  Easy  Pray  to  the  Enemy  as  the  Major 
Part  of  what  Will  be  Left  to  this  County  are  at  Preset  b  Forts  and 
Btookhouses  scarcely  able  of  supporting  themselves  and  of  Conse- 

♦8eefl9^Btf#.,TAXUI*,p.yi4^  ,     , 
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quenoe  will  Readyly  be  Buined  if  we  rely  on  the  Proteotioii  of  the 
IdeutenaDts  of  the  other  Goanty. 

I  Therefore  would  Beg  the  Favour  of  you  to  qm  your  Inflneneo 
&  Interest  with  the  Priuciple  Members  of  the  Awemblyof  this  state 
to  have  said  Bill  made  Void  &  of  None  Effect  and  to  Hove  the 
seat  of  justice  of  this  County  Into  some  Interior  Part  of  the  County 
&  in  so  Doing  you  will  Muoh  oblige  the  Distressed  of  Westmoreland 
&  your 

Most  Obedient  Humble  serrvnt, 

CHRISTO.  HATS. 

My  Complyments  to  the  Honourable  Council. 

N.  B.  Last  Thursday  week  Between  live  &  six  Hundred 
Indians  Made  their  appearance  at  Wheelen  Fort  &  Killed  several. 
1  should  be  glad  If  you  would  send  me  some  of  the  Latest  Newa- 
j^per  &  you  would  Oblige  your  Humble  servt.^ 

iii        0-  H. 

Directed^  .      . 

William  Moore.  Esqr..  President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylfuuty 
Philadelphia. 
^£!spres8. 


Philip  Marstellbr  to  Pres.  Moorb,  1782. 

Lebanon,  the  21st  Septr.,  1782. 

Inclosed  is  a  list  of  the  7  months  men  handed  me  a  few  days  ago 
by  Col.  Adam  Hubley,  Consisting  of  52  men  only — but  I  am 
satisfied  there  is  upwards  of  1 00  of  said  men  yet  in  this  County,  I 
myself  could  name  upwards  of  20  living  in  the  upper  end  of  this 
County  not  iaserted  in  the  List,  I  could  hartily  wish  said  men 
Could  be  paid  soon,  they  give  me  much  trouble. 

Yesterday  ^^iO'Clock  I  rec'd  the  Order  of  Council  for  the  Hiring 
65  pack  Horses  for  the  intended  expedition  against  the  Indians  with 
jC50  Cash-^tho  time  is  very  Short  but  nevertheless  hope  to  be  able 
to  procure  them,  nothing  however  shall  be  omitted  on  my  side  and 
the  best  Oeconomjr  used  in  order  to  save  every  nossable  expenoo. 
There  is  nothing  said  respecting  Forraxe,  but  I  take  it  for  granted 
that  whenever  the  Horses  are  gathered  to  be  sent  away,  the  Public 
Provides  Forrago  while  it  can  be  procured.  If  Horses  die,  run 
a  Stray  or  otherwise  be  Lost  on  this  expedition  (which  undoubtedly 
will  happen,)  are  the  Owners  to  be  paid  for  them  ?  this  is  a  question 
I  ouffht  to  be  enabled  to  answer— and  likewise  is  the  Hire  for  men 
and  Horses  to  be  paid  in  Hard  money  or  in  State  7  this  question  I 
shall  be  oftimes  askedi  and  ought  to  be  enabled  to  answer  it  post- 
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tivelj — Should  anj  thing  ooonr  in  whwh  yon  think  me  of  use  please 
to  Command. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  Saheoribe  myself  yonr  Exoollencies 
most  Obedient  Hurol.  Servt., 

P.  MARSTELLER. 
Should  be  glad  an  answer  to  this,  may  be  handed  to  Col.  Miles  as 
soon  as  possable. 

P.M. 
Directed^ 

Public  Service. 

His  Excelleney,  William  Moore,  Esqr.,  President  of  Pennsylva. 


!Pbes.  Moorb  to  Phixjp  Mahstbllbb^  178^. 

Sir, 

Your  letter  of  the  2l8t  instant  has  been  recdved  &  road  in 
Council — 'rhe  list  of  seven  months  men  has  been  handed  to  the 
Comptroller  General  and  they  will  be  paid  whenever  the  General 
Assembly  shall  make  provision  for  them. 

Forage  is  to  be  provided  for  the  horses  hired  for  the  Indian  expe- 
dition as  soon  as  they  are  collected  together  and  they  are  to  be 
supplied  until  they  get  to  the  place  of  rendezvous  in  Northumberland 
oouDty  where  they' will  be  put  under  the  command  of  Major  Genl. 
Potter.  Their  pay  is  to  be  iii  hard  money  and  such  as  are  not 
returned  to  their  owners  are  to  be  paidfor  agreeably  to  the  appraise- 
ment. 

The  Council  confide  in  your  diligence  and  therefore  expect  that 
you  will  succeed. 

I  am  &c* 
Dtrectedj 

Philip  Marsteller,  Esqr. 
Indorsed,— Se^t  2d,  nS2. 


H.  OsBORNB  TO  Gov.  Trumbull^  1782. 

Sir, 

I  take  the  liberty  of  transmiting  herewith  a  letter  from  the  Presi- 
dent and  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  to  your  Exol'^.  I 
have  applied  to  the  Secretary  for  duplicates  of  some  papers  in  hia 
Possession  and  which  is  now  making  out,  be  informs  me  there  are 
others  in  yonr  Excely^s  possession,  and  which  I  should  be  glad  to 
have  for  the  purpose  of  using  on  the  Trial,  to  wit.  The  Appointm^ 
of  John  Winthrop,  Esqr.,  to  be  Gov'  by  Lord  Say  and  Seal,  Dated: 
in  the  year  1635,  with  a  number  of  Instructions,  The  Petition  of 

*  BeeCoL  Rmk,  Vd.  XXIL,  p.  871. 
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the  Oeneial  Ooari  ab  Hartford  to  the  King  Ohi^  2iid  Hmt  ii  Oharter, 
also  the  Books  or  prooeediogs  of  the  Comm"  of  the  Unifeadl  Colo- 
nies in  the  year  1688;  1646/&  1658,  re^eoftiDg  the  lande  bdoDgiog 
to  the  Peqots.  -  ^ 

As  those  papers  are  of  some  oonseqnence  in  this  dispnte,  I  reqnesi 
joor  Ezol'y  will  be  so  obliglDg  as  to  transmit  them  here  fmr  the 
purpose  of  taking  &  using  on  the  Trial.  There. aril  anmbeniof 
other  papers  among  the  Records  of  New  Haven,  in  the  Hands  of 
the  County  or  Town  Gierke,  Authentic  Duplicates  of  which  I  wish  to 
obtain.    In  order  to  this  I  must  request  your  Exd'y*  Ord^  for  that 

Surpose  to  the  keeper  of  the  Becoids  at  N.  Haven.  I  should  have 
one  myself  the  Honour  of  waiting  on  your  Bzcrv  in  person,  would 
time  and  the  business  in  which  1 4un^  Concerned  have  permitted,  I 
therefore  hope  your  Ezory  will  pardon  this  mode  of  Addres^  as  it's 
the  only*enc»  at  present  in  my  |)ower« 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be,  Ac., 

H.  O. 
'  Hartford,  26*  Sfept*^  1782. 

The  queriea  that  were  sent  the  Board  of  Trade  in  the  year  1680 
and  at  other  times,  with  the  Answers  ^f  the  Government  of  Oonneo- 
tiout.* 


PfiBS.  Mooes  to  Wm.  Maclay  and  Wm.  Montgohs&t, 

1782. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  Sept'  26th,  1782. 
Sir, 

His  Excellency  General  Washington  having  written  to  GonnoU 
his  opinion  that  it  will  be  best  to  decline  the  expedition  into  the 
Indian  country,  as  he  has  received  ioformation  which  he  relies  on 
that  the  British  have  called  in  all  their  parties  and  have  directed 
that  DO  other  parties  should  be  sent  out  by  the  savages,  the  Council 
have  determined  to  decline  the  expedition  accordingly. 

You  will  therefore  make  no  further  contracts  for  provisions  of 
any  kind.  As  to  what  has  already  been  done,  you'  are  to  do  the 
best  you  can  to  prevent  any  considerable  expence  to  the  State,  which 
we  hope  may  be  effected  as  the  expedition  was  intended  for  the 
security  6f  the  parties  themselves  and  probably  no  ii^ury  haa  been 
done  to  any — ^The  real  expences  however  ought  to  be  paid.  Bat  as 
we  cannot  know  the  situation  of  your  contracts,  no  precise  directioQfl. 
ean  be  given  to  yon,  and  we  must  rely  on  your  prudence  and  ceoonomy 
to  save  the  public  money  as  much  as  possible.  You  will  please  to 
make  up  your  accounts  of  this  business  as  soon  as  may  be,  and  trans* 
mit  themtou8.t 

•  From  a  rotfgh  draught 

t  Set  O^  Rfo.,  Vol.  JUU.,  p.  871. 


PKNNSTLYAmA  ABOHITES  1782.  «1 

Pbbs.  Moobe  to  Obk.  Jambs  Vovtisbl,  1782. 

In  Gdoneily 

Phikd^SepiF  27th,  1782. 
Sir, 

A  letter  from  His  Excellency  Oeneral  Washington,  of  the  2Sd 
instant,  gives  the  agreeable  informatiGn  "  that  from  a  certain  period 
not  long  after  the  arri?al  of  Genl.  Carlton,  no  parties  of  Indians 
were  sent  out,  that  messengers  were  dispatched  to  recall  those  who 
had  gone  forth  before  that  time,  and  that  particular  aasiiraDoes  had 
been  received  by  Gen.  Carlton  of  disapprobation  of  all  that  happened 
to  onr  partv  on  the  side  of  Sandusky,  except  so  far  as  waa  necessary 
for  self  defence" — ^Uiis  information  was  received  after  you  left  Head 
quarters. 

His  Excellency  adds,  ^  by  repeated  accounts  from  our  North- 
western Frontiers,  which  were  all  quiet  &  still  from  any  inroads  of 
the  savages  or  enemy  of  any  kind,  I  am  induced  to  view  the  above 
information  from  Oen.  Carlton^  as  founded  on  the  fullest  matter  of 
fact."  And  he  gives  it  as  his  opinion,  ^^  that  it  will  be  best  under 
these  circumstances  to  decline  the  expedition,  least  instead  of  giving 
security  to  the  inhabitants  on  the  frontiers,  we  should  again  rouse 
their  savage  neighbours  to  acts  of  self  defence  &  revenge,  in  which 
It  is  more  than  probable  that  the  English  not  considering  themselves 
as  parties  will  not  attempt  to  restrain  their  rage  &  fury.'^ 

This  being  the  case,  it  appears  most  prudent  to  comply  wit]^  the 
sentiments  of  the  General  and  immediately  put  a  stop  to  all  further 
expenee,  which  we  request  you  will  do  as  soon  as  possible. 

We  have  written  to  Mr.  Marsteller,  Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  Maday,  BIr. 
Mon^mc^ry,  &  the  Lieuts.  of  the  several  Counties  conformably  to 
His  Excellency's  sentiments — And  the  Minister  at  War  has  also 
written  to  Genl.  Irwin  &  j^enl.  Hague  to  stop  the  Westerft  expe- 
dition. 

Tou  will  sec  the  Propriety  &  necessity  of  your  returning  to  take 
your  seat  in  Council  as  soon  as  possible  after  giving  orders  for  stop- 
ping all  further  expcnoe — and*  altho  we  have  not  any  newti  to  far 
authenticated  as  to  warrant  our  going  into  particulars  yelrltifa  proper 
to  intimate  to  you  that  the  face  of  afSirs  in  general  are  not  favourable 
to  Britain,  of  which  authentick  intelligence  will  probably  be  reeeiveii 
before  yowr  return. 

TsLEB.  MooBB  TO  P.  Marstbllbr  AND  Wm.  Brown,  1782. 

In  Council, 

Philad%  September  27th,  1782. 
Sir, 

His  Exc3^  Gen^  Washington  having  rec*  infrom"  that  the  British 
have  recalled  the  savages  fronr  onr  frontiers,  it  is  determined  to 
decline  the  expedition  into  tl^ir  Country.    You  «i^  ^^t^V^ts^  vo^^c^^ 
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mediaielj  to  stop  all  farther  Ckmtneti  for  Horses  aiid  retnni  sueh 
as  yon  baye  already  reo*  to  their  owners  and  transmit  the  aoe^  of 
such  ezpences  as  have  oconrred'.  It  is  expeoted  that  no  inoonvs- 
nieney  will  have  been  sustaioed  by  the  owners  of  the  HoraeSi  and 
therefore  their  demands  will  be  moderate^  allowed  however  all  nal 
ezpenees  whioh  tb»y  have  ineon^.  -  • 

I  am,  &o. 

W.  H.|  Preodeni 
Directed f 
Philip  MarstelleT;  Wm.  Brown^  Esqn. 


Pbjbs.  Moobs  to  Obn.  Washingioh^  1782. 

In  Council, 

Phaad%SeptF27,1782. 
Sir, 

Tonr  Ezoellenoy's  letter  of  the  28d  inst*  having  been  read  ia 
Council,  and  the  sentiments  you  express  perfectly  coinciding  with 
those  of  the  Council,  orders  have  this  day  been  issued  to  stop  the 
expeditions  against  the  savages  accordingly,  and  we  hope  the  people 
on  our  frontiers  will  be  made  easy  by  the  intelligence  which  yon 
have  obliged  us  with  :  And  the  more  so  as  there  does  not  appear 
to  be  any  party  now  distressing  them. 

I  am  Sir,  with  the  greatest  respect, 

y  Eic'ys  most  hum  Serv*, 

WM.  MOORE,  President 
Directed, 
His  fizc'y,  Genl'  Washington. 


Hbnby  Osbobnb  to  Gov.  Tbumbull,  1782. 

Sir, 

I  am  honoured  with  your  letter  of  the  26th  inst,  and  beg  your 
JSxo*y  to  SQoept  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  same. 

The  Copy  of  Mr.  Winthrop's  appointment  to  be  Governor,  with 
Hil  Instructions,  in  the  year  1635,  if  true  Copies,  will  answer  the 
same  purpose  as  the  Originals,  therefore  if  your  Exc'y  knows  them 
to  be  such,  and  will  please  to  transmit  them  to  the  Secretary,  he 
will  forward  them  to  me,  as  I  intend  to  set  out  for  Philad*  in  two 
Days. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be,  &o.. 

H.  O. 

Hartford,  80th  Sept',  1782. 
Directed^ 

His  Exo'yi  Jn*  Trumbull,  Baqr.,  Govr.  of  Conneeticnt. 
«  Not  fouBd. 
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Hkhry  OsBORNB  TO  JoN.  Ingehsoll  and  Dr.  Smith, 

1782. 

Dear  Sirs, 

As  there  are  many  papers  among  the  Old  Records  of  New  Haven 
which  may  be  necessary  on  the  part  of  PennsyWania  in  the  canso 
pending  between  that  State  and  this,  I  intended  to  have  retorncd 
by  N.  U,,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  them,  but  a6  I  have  been 
necessarily  detained  here  longer  than  I  expected,  and  having  business 
of  a  similar  nature  with  the  Gov.  of  N.  Y.,  I  find  it  wonld  be  very 
inconvenient  to  go  to  N.  H.  I  therefore  take  the  liberty  of  He- 
questing  your  Assistance  in  thjs  Business,  for  which  purpose  I 
inclose  the  Agreement  of  the  Agents  of  Connecticut  and  the  Gov/a 
Orders  for  Mr.  Bishop,  which,  with  hie  Letter,  will  sufficiently  autho- 
rize you  to  obtain  those  papers.  And  for  your  particular  directioUi 
I  Inclose  a  pamphlet  &  in  the  second  part  of  the  Appendix  you  will 
observe  the  papersMarked  with  a  pen,  No.  1  to  No.  13,  inclusive  Full 
&  complete,  Certified  Copies  of  which  I  wish  to  obtain,  together  with 
such  others  as  you  may  find  ancl  conoeive  to.be  necessary,  the  ten- 
dency of  which  you  will  readily  perceive  on  perusing  the  pamphlet. 
The  Copies  when  obtained,  (which  I  wish  as  soon  i|8  possible;  you 
will  please  to  transmit  to  me  at  Philadelphia,  either  by  some  safe 
private  conveyance  or  by  post,  which  may  first  offer ;  also  a  Bill  of 
the  Cost  as  well  for  Mr.  Bishop's  fees  as  for  your  own  trouble  and 
attention  in  this  Busine&S;  which  I  will  transmit  to  you  without 
delay. 

And  am  &c. 

I  shall  set  out  from  this  for  Pokeapsey  to-morrow ;  the  pamphlet 
jou  need  not  return. 

Hartford,  let  Oct.,  1782. 

To  Jon«  Ingersoll,  Esq.,  New  Haven. 


Brig.  Gen.  Hazen  to  Prbs.  Moore,  1782. 

Lancaster,  1st  October,  1782. 
Sir, 

I  had  the  honor  of  your  Ezcenency's  letter  of  the  23d  of  Sep- 
tember last,  which .  1  did  not  conceive  at  that  time  required  an 
answer,  since  which  I  have  received  your  favour  of  the  27th  same 
month,  in  answer  to  which  I  have  to  acquaint  you.  Sir,  that  on  Mr. 
Gamahan's  presenting  your  first  letter,  I  told  him  the  officers 
required  should  attend  him  or  a  Serjent  and  twelve  men  from  York 
Town,  either  as  he  pleased,  that  as  the  Officers  had  neither  Horses 
or  Money  to  bear  their  ezpences,  I  thought  he  had  better  :take  the 
men,  who  would  mairoh  at  the  rate  of  tl^irtjr-five  or  forty  miles  ^ 
day,  and  perfectly  secure  him  and  his  Money  from  any  danger,  or 
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otherwise  I  would  receive  the  Money  as  jonr  BzceHeney  had 
directed.  Mr.  Camahan  replied  that  he  oonld  not  ind  hofpea  for 
the  Officers  and  mach  less,  hear  their  expenses,  and  that  he  thought 
a  Serjent's  party,  on  foot,  would  delay  him  too  long ;  he  therefore 
concluded  to  carry  the  Money  on  to  Carlisle,  and  in  case  Col.  Batler, 
with  whom  he  was  intimately  acquainted,  could  not  escort  him,  he 
would  leave  a  part  of  it  with  somebody  at  Carlisle,  and  venture  on 
with  the  remainder.  This,  Sir,  is  all  I  know  of  the  matter. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  with  great  respeot| 
Your  Excellency's  most  obedient, 

and  most  obed*  Devoted  humble  serv*, 

MOSES  HAZEN;  Brig.  Gen. 

(Public  service.) 

His  Excellency,  William  Moore,  EsquirCi  President  of  the  state 
of  Pennsylvania,  at  Philadelphia. 


Petition  op  Joshua  Fishbr  &  Sons,  1782, 

To  the  President  k  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  Pennsvlvania 

The  Request  of  Joshua  Fisher  &  Sons,  of  the  City  of  Philadel- 
phia, Merchants. 
Ilespectfully  Sheweth, 

That  by  the  decease  of  Jabcz  Maud  Fisher,  one  of  the  House  in 
England,  in  the  year  1779,  several  large  Transactions  in  the  Mer- 
cantile way  were  left  in  an  unsettled  State  in  the  City  of  New  York 
&  in  England.  That  the  Merchants  with  whom  he  was  concerned 
have  repeatedly,  by  Letters,  requested  that  some  one  of  the  House 
would  come  to  England,  in  order  to  adjust  his  a&ira,  having  found 
upon  tryal  that  his  Administrators  could  not  do  it  to  the  satisfaction 
of  all  concerned.  That  the  House,  for  want  of  communication  with 
their  said  partner,  during  his  Life,  k  with  his  Administrators  since, 
have  not  sufficient  knowledge  of  the  nature  &  extent  of  the  Concerns 
to  enable  them  to  give  directions  to  Agents  to  settle  them,  k  are  of 
opinion  that  the  Presence  of  one  of  them  is  essentially  necessary. 
That  Samuel  K.  Fisher,  one  of  the  House,  is  the  only  person  con- 
venient in  their  Business,  who  can  conveniently  undertake  such  a 
Voyage,  &  they  have  concluded,  with  the  Permission  of  this  Board, 
to  send  him  for  that  Purpose. 

They  therefore  Bequest  that  this  Board  will  be  pleased  to  grant 
Permission  to  the  said  Samuel  B.  Fisher  to  go  to  England,  by  way 
of  New  York  k  to  Beturn  when  his  Business  shall  be  accomplished.^ 

JOSHUA  FISHEB  &  Sons. 

Philadelphia,  10  Mo.,  1, 1782. 
Indortedj 

Petition  rejected.  Beqtiest  of  Joshua  Fisher  k  Sons.  Bead, 
October  2d,  1782. 
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Rbsolutions  of  Congress,  1782. 

Bj  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  October  4, 1782. 

Whereas,  by  the  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual  union,  the 
sole  and  exclusive  right  of  making  peace  is  vested  in  the  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled ;  and  by  the  treaty  of  alliance  between 
his  most  Christian  majesty  and  these  United  States,  it  is  declared, 
that  neither  of  the  contracting  parties  shall  conclude  peace  nor  truce 
with  Great  Britain,  without  the  consent  of  the  other ;  and  the  min- 
isters plenipotenHary  of  these  United  States  in  Europe,  are  vested 
with  full  power  and  anthority,  in  their  behalf,  and  in  concert  with 
their  allies,  to  negociate  and  conclude  a  general  peace ;  nevertheless 
it  appears  the  British  court  still  flatters  itself  with  the  vain  hope  of 
prevailing  on  the  United  States  to  agree  to  some  terms  of  dependence 
npon  Oreat  Britain,  at  least  to  a  separate  peace ;  and  there  is  rea- 
son to  believe,  that  commisioners  may  be  sent  to  America,  to  offer 
propositions  of  that  nature  to  the  United  States,  or  that  secret 
emissaries  may  be  employed  to  delude  and  deceive ;  In  order  to 
extinguish  ill  founded  hopes,  to  frustrate  insidious  attempts,  and  to 
manifest  to  the  whole  world  the  purity  of  the  intentions,  and  the 
fixed  and  unalterable  determination  of  the  United  States ; 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  Congress  are  sincerely  desirous  of  a 
permanent  and  honourable  peace ;  that  as  the  only  means  of  ob- 
taining it,  they  will  inviolably  adhere  to  the  treaty  of  alliance  with 
his  most  christian  majesty,  and  conclude  neither  a  separate  peace 
nor  truce  with  Great  Britain ;  that  they  will  prosecute  the  war  with 
vigour,  until  by  the  blessing  of  God  on  the  united  arms,  a  peace 
shall  be  happily  accomplished,  by  which,  the  full  and  absolute  sove- 
reignty and  independence  of  these  United  States  having  been  duly 
assured,  their  rights  and  interests  as  well  as  those  of  their  allies, 
shall  be  effectually  provided  for  and  secured  : 

That  Congress  will  not  enter  into  the  discussion  of  any  overtures 
for  pacification,  but  in  confidence  and  in  concert  with  his  most 
christian  majesty; 

That  to  guard  against  the  artifices  and  machinations  of  the  enemyi 
it  be,  and  hereby  is  recommended  to  the  several  states,  to  be  vigi- 
lant and  active  in  detecting  and  seizing  all  British  emissaries  and 
spies,  that  they  may  be  brought  to  condign  punishment;  that  it  be 
enjoined  on  all  officers  of  departments,  charged  with  persons  coming 
from  the  enemy,  under  the  protection  of  fiags  of  truce,  to  take 
special  oare  that  they  do  not  abuse  their  privileges,  but  be  restrained 
from  all  intercourse  with  the  country  and  inhabitants,  which  is  not 
neceagaj  for  transacting  the  public  business- on  which  they  may  be 
sent ;  and  lastly  it  is  recommended  to  the  several  States,  that  no 
^^Subjects  of  bis  Britannic  majesty,  coming  directly  or  indirectly  from 
any  part  of  his  dominions,  be  admitted  into  any  of  the  United 
States  during  the  war. 
Vol.  IX.— 28 
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Ordered,  That  the  honoorablo  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of 
FraDCBi  be  fomisbed  with  a  oopy  of  the  above  aot,  and  that  copies 
be  transmitted  to  the  ministers  of  these  States,  at  foreign  oourtSi  and 
that  in  the  mean  time  it  be  published. 

CHA8.  THOMSON,  Secy* 

Thomas  Scott  to  Pres.  Moore,  1782. 

Washington  County,  October  4^,  1782. 
D'  Sir, 

Parties  and  prejudices  run  so  hi^h  in  this  Conn^yy  that  I  find  it 
exceedingly  difficult  to  keep  things  in  any  moderate  bounds.  There 
is  a  most  unhappy  disention  between  a  part  of  the  Court  and  a  Great 
majority  of  the  people,  particularly  the  Gentleman  first  named  in 
the  Commission  seems  to  be  the  aversion  of  a  very  great  number, 
and  it's  almost  Invariably  the  Case,  that  the  Court  and  Jury  are  of 
a  different  opinion.  I  must  confess,  tho'  with  regrate,  ihia  Gen** 
discovers  a  aisposition  Rather  Irritating,  for  the  circumstances  of 
this  county,  which  extends  so  far  as  to  render  it  difficult  for  other 
officers  of  the  court  to  do  the  duties  incumbant,  without  Incuring 
the  displeasure  of  one  party  or  other. 

For  these  reasons  I  eould  wish  that  a  Oen*  was  at  the  Head  of 
the  Commission,  who  was  Less  disagreeable  to  the  people,  and  for 
this  purpose  Have,  with  others,  friends  of  this  Government,  often 
thought  of  requesting  Council  to  appoint  a  president  to  this  oourt, 
according  to  the  direction  of  the  act  of  assembly  in  that  case ;  but 
allass,  I  must  confess  our  commission  does  not  afford  one  who  is  in 
any  great  degree  distinguished  for  qualifications  of  this  kind.  How- 
over,  there  is  a  M'  James  Edgar,  somewhat  known  in  Pbiladdphia, 
having  served  some  time  in  both  Council  and  assembly,  for  lork 
County,  and  Last  year  in  assembly  for  this  County;  who  was  origi- 
nally on  the  return  for  Justice  for  Smith's  Township,  in  this  coantyi 
together  with  a  certain  M'  Johnson,  which  Last  Hap^ned  to  be  oom- 
missioned,  being  Highest  in  voats,  and  that  Circumstance  not  prop- 
erly adverted  to  when  the  returns  were  sent  off. 

Mr.  Edgar  you  know,  at  least  the  old  members  of  Council  and 
Col*  Matlack  do ;  and  as  far  as  my  opinion  is  of  weight,  I  assure 
Council  he  is  vastly  superior  to  any  in  our  commission,  and  such  a 
man  as  I  think  would  Give  prety  General  Satisfaction,  could  he  be 
put  at  the  Head  of  the  commission. 

Council  have,  in  some  instances,  commissioned  both  those  named 
in  the  return,  and  I  think  they  will  see  equal  necessity  in  this  case. 
I  would  be  very  Hapy,  &  believe  the  people  would  be  very  tbankfnlli 
would  Council  please  to  do  it,  and  I  am  persuaded  the  county  would 
Reap  real  Benefit  from  this  circumstance.  I  think  the  j^esenft 
president  in  Bedford  was  appointed  on  some  Ground  of  Neoosaityi 
perhaps  not  Exceeding  those  mentioned. 

*  From  a  printed  slip. 
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Inclosed  is  a  return  for  Cumberland  Township,  the  maffistrtte  of 
that  Townahip  having  been  thrown  into  a  new-one  Galled  Oreen's, 
by  a  division  whi6h  I  formerly  mentioned. 

Give  me  Leave   to  Hope  for  those  Commissions  by  the  bearer 
Hereof,  who  will  stay  in.  town  two  or  three  days. 
I  Have  the  Honour  to  be 
Your  EzceUeneieik 

and  the  Goonoira  most 

obedt.  and  Tery  Hambis  Serrt., 

THO.  BCOTT. 
Directed, — On  publick  service. 

His  Excellency  ,  Esquirei  president  of  Penn- 

sylvimta,  Philadelphia. 

p'  Favour  of  Mr.  William  Gray. 


Commissioners  for  defbnob  of  River  Delaware,  to 
Pres.  Moore,  1782. 

To  the  Honourable  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 

The  Commissioners  Appointed  for  procuring  an  Armament  for 
the  Defence  of  the  Bay  and  River  Delaware,  beg  leave  to  Represent : 
that  it  appears  to  them  Necessary  that  some  suitable  vessell  of  Shoal 
Praft  of  water  be  provided,  in  Addition  to  the  Ship  now  in  the  Ser« 
tfce,  for  the  purpose  of  pursueiQg  into  the  Greeks,  &e,,  the  Refugees 
that  BO  frequently  Infest  our  Bay,  and  to  be  Employ'd,  Occasionally, 
as  a  Tender  to  such  larger  Vessel  or  Vessels  as  may  be  continued  in 
the  Service,  but  do  not  find  a  Suitable  One  can  be  procured,  unless 
built  for  the  purpose ',  and  haveing  consulted  the  Different  Trades- 
men find  the  Estimation  will  be  as  follows  : — 

A  Vessel  of  Forty- Eight  feet  Keel,  Sixteen  and  a  half  feet  Beam, 
and  five  feet  Hold,  Equipped  Suitably,  will  Cost  about  Twelve  Hun- 
dred Pounds;  this  Vessell  may  carry,  when  Necessary,  Eight,  Four 
or  Six  pound  Cannon,  and  we  Believe  will  Answer  good  purposes 
in  the  protection  of  the  Trade. 

We  Therefore  pray  the  Honourable  the  Council  will  be  pleas'd  to 
grant  us  their  permission  for  Carying  the  Same  into  Execution,* 
Aind,  are  with  great  Respect, 

Their  Moat  Obdt.  Hmm«  Serv«%> 

PBAN-  GURNBT, 
WILL-  ALLtBOHB. 
lHdor$eiif 
Oct.  4, 1782. 

*  Sm  Col.  B«o.,  ToL  KUL,  f  ^'^ 
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Pres.  Moobe  to  Brio.  Gen.  iRyiNE,  1T82: 

In  Goancil; 

.     Philad*,  October  6, 1782. 
Sir, 

The  CouBcil  sent  to  yon  by  Mr.  Gamaghan,  the  ram  of  fifteen 
hundred  pounds,  for  the  purpose  of  forwaiding  the  expedition  into 
the  Indian  Country.  This  expedition  being  now  laid  aside,  yon  will 
please  to  pay  the  money  to  the  order  of  Robert  MorriS|  Esqr., 
Superintendant  of  Finance — who  engages  to  account  for  it  hera^ 
agreeable  to  the  Order  of  General  Assembly  appropriating  the  whole 
sum  of  which  this  is  a  part.  You  will  also  please  to  give  Couneil 
the  earliest  account  of  the  payment  of  the  Superintencutnt's  dralti^ 
in  order  that  the  money  may  be  charged  to  him,  and  the  whole 
business  immediately  be  closed.* 

I  am — 


Gen.  iRVUfB  to  P^es.  Moore  1782, 

Fort  Pitt,  October,  8th,  1782. 
Sir, 

I  am  honoured  with  your  Excellencys  two  letters  of  the  ith,  and 
18th  of  Septomber,f  the  last  by  Mr.  Oamashan  with  the  money  did 
not  arrive  here  till'  the  5th  instant,  this  delay  and  the  Detachment 
of  General  Haxens  Regiment  not  coming  at  the  time  proposed  will 
unavoidably  prevent  my  moveing  so  soon  as  was  intended^  I  have 
sent  an  officer  Express  to  meet  &  hasten  Oenl.  Hazens  men,  and 
tho'  I  am  not  certain  what  day  they  can  arrive,  take  for  granted  if 
at  all,  they  will  be  here  before  the  20th  and  as  the  business 
would  be  impracticable  later ;  have  fixed  on  that  day  to  march  from 
Fort  Mclntoflb,  a  post  thirty  miles  advanced  of  this  place — Sixty 
Rnngcrs  are  counted  to  me  as  part  of  the  men  for  the  Expedition, 
these  I  am  not  yet  informed  where  they  are  to  come  from.  Three 
hundred  Militia  ordered  by  Congress,  from,  below  the  Mountain 
are  also  counted,  these  arc  not  only  so  far  short  of  the  number,  but 
so  few  of  them  are  fit,  or  in  any  manner  Cloathed  or  Equiped  for 
such  service  that  most  of  them  would  be  a  dead  weight  or  incum* 
berance ;  add  to  this  their  term  of  service  is  nearly  expired.  I  must 
therefore  depend  solely  on  the  few  Regulars  &  what  Volunteers  can 
be  raised  on  this  side  the  Mountain,  if  about  six  hundred  actually 
assemble,  I  ain  determined  to  make  the  attempt,  particularly  aa  I 

♦  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XIII.,  p.  886. 
t  See  pp.  680,686. 
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biTe  some  reason  to  hope  GeDl.  Clark,  will  cooperate  witb  us/ if 
this  last  delay  does  not  prevent  it  as  I  had  conserted  measures  with 
him,  that  he  should  tfttack  the  Shawanese  at  the  same  time  I  did 
Sanduskej.  One  of  the  ExprejAilefs  to  him  was  wounded  on  his  way 
down  the  River,  &  narrowly  eseaped  fitlliog  into  the  Encmys  hands, 
I  have  sent  another  to  him  since  that  time,  and  a  third  since  I  re- 
ceived your  last  dispatches  in  order  to  halt  him  a  few  days  till  I 
could  get  ready.  The  Estimate  will  bo  found  in  general  too  Idw, 
and  several  things  omitted  which  can  not  be  dispensed  with,  the  oalr 
culation  for  a  Horse  to  carry  two  hundred  is  too  high,  however  you 
may  depend  I  will  spare  no  pains  to  have  the  business  done  on  the 
lowest  terms.  I  have  appointed  Mr.  John  Irwin  of  Pittsburg  the 
principal  agent,  If  you  should  think  proper  to  send  any  money  in  my 
absence  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  address  it  to  him  subject  to  my 
orders.  It  would  not  JE!e  possible  to  procure  the  supplys  in  so  short 
a  time,  on  any  other  plan  than  to  purchase  provision  from  thf 
Volunteers  which  they  had  collected  for  their  owii.use  on  the  origi- 
nal plan  of  carrying  the  Expedition.  I  mean  therefore  to  order  thf 
whole  to  the  place  of  general  Rendezvous,  there  have  the  whole  aor 
praized  and  pay  for  it  in  Bulk,  tho'  some  unavoidable  waste  will 
take  place  yet  I  hope  on  the  whole  it  will  come  within  tbe  price  th^ 
Rations  are  estimated  at,  the  greatest  difficulty  with  me  is  the 
uncertainty  of  the  Quantity,  which  can  not  be  ascertained  till  the 
whole  is  collected,  but  there  is  no  alternative. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  great  Respect  Sir, 
your  Ezcellenc'y  Most  obedient  Servant, 

WM.  IRVINE 
Hb  Excellency  Wm.  Moore  Esqr., 


Stephen  Balliott  to  Pbes.  Moore^  1782. 

Whitehall,  Octobr  12th,  1782. 
Bond.  Qent. 

I  have  forwarded  your  Dispatches  to  Capt.  Shrawders*  quarters 
on  Sadurday  night  after  I  left  Town,  but  Gapt.  Shrewder  Took  up 
his  march  from  Qnaden  Hutts  r^Hrt  Allen)  on  Sadurday  Morning, 
inib  the  woods  for  Sunsburry,  &  nave  not  beard  of  bim  since.  The 
Nilhia  are  Partly  all  gone  home  if  I  am  well  Informed.  If  any 
Troops  are  to  be  Stationed  in  this  County  This  winder  ft  Next 

.   *8eeCoLBee.Yol.XIU.,p.980.         . 
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•Campaign  I  would  Reeomend  to  Gonncili  to  Advertise  fbr  Ooo 
tractors  to  Come  in  Some  Time  in  Novbr.  next  so  that  they  mighi 
Laj  in  some  Salt  ProvisioDs  without  which  SoUiera  must  Buffer 
I  am  Hood.  Gentn. 

jour  Humble  Servt 

STEPHEN  BALLIOT. 
Direetedj 

His  Ezeellenoj  the  President  k  The  Honble.  the  Bzeentifi 
Council,  Philadelphia. 


John  Armstrong,  Jr.,  to  Vicr  Pres.  Pottbr,  1782. 

Sir, 

Should  the  plaoe  of  Secretary  to  the  Supreme  exeeutiTe  Couneil 
be  yaeated,  by  resignation  or  otherwise,  I  would  beg  leave  to  preeenl 
myself  to  the  oonsideration  of  that  Honorable  body,  as  a  Candidate 
for  that  appointment  I  am  sufficiently  aware  that  I  stand  nnsup 
ported  by  any  claim,  which  another  applicant  may  not  urge  witi 
equal  propriety.  My  pretensions  rest  chiefly  upon  my  attaohmeol 
to  the  State  and  my  reverence  for  the  Government  To  these  ] 
may  add,  and  perhaps  to  some  effect,  a  long  unrewarded  service  h 
the  field — eonvinc'd  that  to  a  patriotic  Council,  the  claims  of  a 
soldier  can  neither  be  offensive  nor  indifferent 

Should  this  application  succeed,  it  shall  be  the  first  object,  and 
invariable  rule  of  my  conduct  to  deserve  the  esteem  it  supposes,  and 
in  any  future  event  cannot  fail  to  add  another  obligation  to  the  re- 
spect with  which, 

I  am  Sir, 


yours  k  the  Honbe.  Councils, 

most  obedient  Humble  Servt. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG, 
DirecUdy 
The  Honorable  James  Potter  Vice  President. 
Philadelphia,  15t|i,  October  1782. 


Jr., 


.  I 


Proclamation  of  Congress  for  a  Thanksgivino,  1782* 

By  The  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled. 
Proclamation. 
It  being  the  indispensable  duty  of  all  nations,  not  only  to  offer  up 
their  supplications  to  Almighty  God,  the  giver  of  all  Qood,  for  Ua 
gracious  assistance  in  a  time  of  distress,  but  also  in  a  solemn  and 
public  manner  to  give  htm  praise  for  his  goodness  in  general,  and 
especially  for  great  and  signal  interpositions  of  his  providence  in 
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their  behalf;  therefore,  the  United  States  in  CoDmss  AssemUedy 
taking  into  their  oonsideration  the  inanj  instanoea  of  di?ine  goodness 
to  these  States  in  the  coarse  of  the  important  oonfiiot  in  wbieh  thej 
hare  been  so  long  engased— ^the  present  happy  and  promising  state 
of  public  Affairs,  and  the  events  of  the  War  in  the  conrtfe  of  the 
jear  now  drawing  to  a  close,  particularly  the  harmony  of  the  publie 
Gonncils,  which  is  so  necessary  to  the  success  of  the  publie  Cause ; 
the  perfect  Union  and  good  understanding  which  has  hitherto  sub- 
sisted between  them,  and  their  Allies,  notwithstanding  tho  artful 
and  unwearied  attempts  of  the  Common  Enemy  to  divide  them;  the 
success  of  the  Arms  of  the  United  States  and  thosa^  of  their  Allies, 
and  the  acknowledgement  of  their  Indpendence  by  another  European 
power,  whose  Friendship  and  Commerce  must  be  of  great  and  lasting 
Advantage  to  these  States,  do  hereby  recommend  it  to  the  Inhabitants 
of  theso  States  in  general,  to  observe,  &  request  the  several  States 
to  Interpose  their  Authority  in  appointing  and  Commanding  the 
observation  of  Thursday,  the  28th  Day  of  November  next,  as  a  day 
of  solemn  thanksgiving  to  God  for  all  his  mercies ;  and  they  do 
further  recommend  to  all  ranks,  to  testify  their  gratitude  to  Qod  for 
his  goodness  by  a  oheerful  obedienoe  to  bis  Laws,  and  by  promoting, 
each  in  his  station  and  by  his  influence,  the  practice  of  true  and 
undefiled  religion,  which  is  the  great  foundation  of  public  prosperity 
and  national  happiness. 
Done  in  Congress,  at  Philadelphia,  tha  llth  Day  of  October,  in  the 

Year  of  our  Lord,  1782|a  nd  of  our  Sovereignty  &  Independencoi 

the  Seventh. 

JOHN  HANSON,  Presidt 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Sec'y.* 

Indorsed  J 
Bead  in  Goanoil  October  15, 1782. 


Council  to  Gov.  LiviNasTON,  of  N.  X,  1782. 

In  CouncU,  Philad%  October  16, 1782. 
Sir, 

Your  letter  of  the  9th  instant  to  His  Excellency,  Wm.  Moore, 
Esqr.,  came  to  hand  after  the  expiration  of  his  office  of  Pre8ident,f 
which  has  occasioned  some  delay  in  the  present  answer. 

♦  See  CoL  R«c.,  Vol.  XIII.,  p.  897. 

t  His  term  expired  as  member  of  Council  at  tUs  date,  and  of  course  as 
President  of  it— to  which  he  was  elected  on  the  14th  November,  1781,  and  the 
election  tor  his  sueoessor  for  President,  and  also  of  Vice  President,  did  not 
oocnr  till  Nov.  7th,  1782,  when  John  Dickinson  was  elected  by  a  TOte  of 
41,  o?er  James  Potter,  who  had  82 ;  and  James  Ewing,  Vice  President,  oyer 
James  Potter,  89  to  84.  Pros.  Moore  appears  to  haTO  attended,  for  the  last 
time,  the  meeting  of  8th  Oct,  and  Vice  President  Potter  presided  at  all  thA 
aubseqmttt  mee&gs  till  the  election  of  tiie  7th  Ko'f .,  11%^ 
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The  Goanoil  referred  io  yonr  Bzoellency  some  of  thiB  applio 

for  permission  to  go  into  New  York,  from  an  appreheDsion  that  yea 
might  have  had  some  extraordinary  reason  at  the  time  for  prereDt- 
ing  any  persons  passing  into  that  oity,  and  the  Coanoil  of  FenniyU 
vania .  would  not  by  any  means  have  prevented  the  ponnit  of  any 
object  which  it  was  probable  yon  might  have  had  in  view.  Your 
ilxcellenoy  will,  we  hope,  excuse  the  trouble  we  have  given  yoo,  ai 
it  arose  from  our  respect  to  your  State.  The  Eules  wmoh  yon  have 
laid  down  to  yourself  respecting  Passes  to  N.  York  are  nmiUr  to 
those  which  we  had  proposed  to  have  adhered  to }  but  the  advanta- 
ges which  were  derived  from  a  deviation  in  the  case  of  meroantilo 
prisoners^  were  so  important  and  the  distresses  of  some  of  them  ao 
affecting  that  we  were  induced  sometimes  to  depart  from  them. 
However  we  are  determined  to  grant  no  passes  when  there  ia  not 
great  reason  to  believe  the  cases  render  them  absolntely  neoesnry ; 
as  we  have  felt  great  inconvoniency  from  the  interooorse  which  haa 
been  kept  up  between  this  city  and  the  enemy. 


Hon.  Thomas  Smith  to  Council,  1782. 

Oentlemen, 

By  a  resolution  which  is  just  now  passed.  General  Washington  ia 
at  liberty  to  continue  or  abandon  the  Post  at  Wioming,  as  he  shall 
judge  most  for  the  public  good,  the  former  resolution  on  that  subject 
notwithstanding — indeed  the  former  resolution  was  optional  with 
the  General,  But  from  his  letter  on  this  subject,  I  have  good  reason 
to  believe  that  the  Continental  Troops  will  be  withdrawn,  unlesi  a 
representation  is  made  to  the  General  of  the  apparently  pemiciooa 
consequences  of  such  a  measure. 
I  objected  to  any  new  resolution  being  passed  at  present : 
1.  Because  it  was  not  necessary,  the  former  resolution  leaving 
the  matter  to  the  discretion  of  the  General.  ^ 

2dly.  Because  Harmony  subsbted  at  present  between  the  two 
contending  States  of  Pennsylvania  &  Connecticut,  which  had  not 
been  interrupted  since  those  troops  were  stationed  there ;  But  if 
they  were  withdrawn,  either  the  one  party  or  the  other  might  get 
the  exclusive  Possession  of  the  Post,  and  then  it  would  be  easy  for 
the  Party  in  Possession  to  raise  obstacles  to  the  decision  of  the  dia* 
puto  &  procrastinate  it  to  a  dangerous  length,  and  I  ventured  to 
predict  that  this  would  be  done  or  at  least  attempted,  and  even 
should  it  be  decided  notwithstanding  all  attempts  which  might  be 
made  &  prevent  a  determination  and  that  determination  should  be 
against  the  Party  in  Possession,  I  dreaded  the  Consequences. 

3dly.  That  this  Post  was  the  Keystone  of  protection  to  a  great 
extent  of  the  frontiers  of  Pennsylvania,  and  I  was  so  unfortunate  aa 
to  be  decidedly  of  an  opinion  directly  the  reverse  of  that  of  the 
General;  respecting  the  peaceable  disposition  of  the  Indiana — and 
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mMj  Hdftven  grant  tbai  the  event  may  proTe  my  want  of  JadgmenI 
en  thiB  tK>intl  and  that  eonntermanding  the  Expedition  may  be 
fidlowed  by  salntary  effeotf  1 

t  gi^  (}onneil  thie  information  in  order  that,  if  they  are  of  opinion 
there  is  any  weight  in  my  sentiments,  they  may  make  sueh  repre^ 
aenlationd  to  the  General  as  they  shall  jodge  the  good  of  the  State 
Siay  require.  There  is  perhaps  a  necessity  for  removing  the  Troops 
there  at  Preeent,  if  they  are  so  undisciplined  &  their  oondoot  so 
irregular  A  nnmilitary  as  represented  ;  but  that  operates  only  as  a 
Mson  for  their  being  replaced  by  others  &  not  for  evacuating  the 
Post  The  Oouncil  will,  I  hope,  excuse  my  offieiousness  on  this 
occasion,  and  ascribe  it  to  my  anxiety  for  the  Peace  of  the  frontiers. 
I  am,  Gentlemen, 

your  very  humble  Servant, 

THOMAS  SMITH .♦ 

'   OetaSth,  1782. 


Council  to  Gen.  Washington,  1782. 

In  Council, 

Philadelphia,  October  19th,  1782. 
Bij. 

The  Council  having  received  information  that  Congress  hsve  re- 
ferred to  your  ExceUenc/s  determination  the  question  whether  the 
Fcederal  troops  shall  be  withdrawn  from  Wioming,  and  conceiving 
that  the  withdrawing  the  garrison  from  that  place  may  be  attended 
with  inconvenienciesand  dangers  to  Pennsylvania,  we  think  it  a  duty 
incumbent  on  us  to  suggest  our  apprehensions  therefore  to  you,  in 
full  confidence  of  your  impartial  consideration  of  the  case  under  all  its 
drcumstanoes. 

We  conceive  that  the  pacific  disposition  of  the  Indians  ought  not 
to  be  so  far  relied  on  as  to  withdraw  any  of  the  Garrisons  from  the 
frontiers,  and,  perhaps,  least  of  any  the  garrison  at  Wioming,  which 
more  immediately  covers  a  great  extent  of  country  against  those 
nations  of  Indians  whose  resentments  have  been  elicited  by  an  actual 
invasion  of  their  country  and  in  whom  a  vindictive  temper  is  the 
chji^oteriatic  of  the  nation.  And  should  the  assurances  of  their 
present  a»nieable  temper  be  fully  confirmed,  we  must  candidly  say 
we  have  too  much  reason  to  fear  great  inoonveniencies  and  dangers 
llrill  arise  from  the  contest  which  will  immediately  arise  between  our 
Btate  and  that* of  Connecticut  respecting  the  possession  of  that 
eountryi  l^or  we  do  not  wish  to  conceal  our  unwillingness  to  have 
Ihe  abeoltite  and  entire  possession  of  that  country  fall  into  the  hands 
^  iihe .people  of  Connecticut,  who  we  conceive  have  beeii  introducing 

*  Bee  Cel.  Bee.,  VoL  XIII.,  p.  898. 
28* 
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settlers  there  directly  in  the  face  of  a  resolution  of  OongreM  1 
mending  a  contrary  conduct  to  both  States,  which  has  bean  atriotlj 
complied  with  on  the  part  of  Pennsylvania.  The  truth  is,  that  tat 
people  of  this  State  have  hitherto  been  hardly  restraiiiad  feuu  a 
complaint  against  the  keeping  up  that  garrisdni  as  some  of  ihea 
have  conceived,  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  a  settlement  intrndad 
into  the  State,  but  should  it  now  be  removed  at  a  time  when  thej 
hope  that  the  controversy  between  the  two  States  napoeting  that 
country  is  drawing  very  near  to  a  final  determination!  chej  wcmld 
be  greatly  irritated,  under  an  apprehension  that  the  measure  had 
been  solicited  by  the  people  of  Connecticut  with  a  view  of  therebj 
gaining  the  entire  possession  of  the  country,  &  the  oonsequenoea  may 
become  distressing  to  both  countries.  Indeed  we  conceive  that  the 
entire  possession  of  that  country  put  into  the  hands  of  the  people  of 
Connecticut  would  be  a  measure  very  far  from  tending  to  secure  a 
ready  compliance  on  their  part  with  the  determination  of  Congress 
in  case  it  should  happen  to  be  unfavourable  to  their  olaimS|  %nd 
should  tho  determination  be  in  favour  of  Connecticut  no  inoonve* 
iiicDcy  can  arise  to  that  State  from  the  continuance  of  the  Gbtfriaon 
until  the  decision  be  obtiuned. 

We  should  be  greatly  distressed  to  see  the  present  tranquility  in- 
terrupted and  a  scene  of  confusion  and  bloodshed  introduced  just  at 
the  close  of  a  controversy  in  which  the  People  of  Pennsylvania  have 
from  the  beginning  of  the  contest  with  Great  Britain,  shewn  so  much 
moderation  &  forbearance,  and  therefore  we  interest  ourselves  with 
earnestness  upon  the  occasion,  and  solicit  your  Bzcellenoy  not  to 
withdraw  that  Garrison.  How  far  the  want  of  discipline  or  long 
continuance  of  the  troops  in  that  place  may  render  an  exchange  w 
•the  garrison  proper  or  necessary  your  Excellency  can  best  deter- 
mine ;  but  we  hope  they  will  not  be  withdrawn  until  the  determina- 
tion of  Congress  is  known  and  submitted  to. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  esteem  &  regard, 

your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  Servant.* 


John  GLONiNaKR  to  V.  P.  Pottbr,  1782. 

Lebanon^  October  21th^  1782. 
Sir, 

I  received  the  Letter  written  by  the  Hon'ble  the  Supreme  Execu- 
tive Council  to  Cob  Adam  Orth,  inclosing  Petitions  signed  by 
sundry  Inhabitants  of  Col''  James  Mercer's  Battalion  of  Lancaster 
County,  lespectiug  Militia  Fines,  together  with  directions  to  Col* 
Orth  to  enquire  concerning  the  cases  therein  Stated  and  report  to 

*  See  CqL  Reo.,  Vol.  XIXI.,  p.  808, 
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Couneil  forthwitk  Col*  Orlh  ii  gone  to  the  State  of  Tifgiliit  on 
private  BuBiness  and  will  not  retorn  until  some  Time  in  the  Month 
of  Deoember,  during  his  Absence  I  am  directed  to  Transact  the 
Bosineas  respecting  bis  Department. 

In  the  absence  of  Col*  Orth  I  enquired  concerning  the  cases  Stated 
in  the  said  Petition  and  examined  the  Names  of  the  Signers  thereof, 
and  found  that  a  great  Number  of  the  Petitioners  are  not  charged 
with  any  Militia  Fines,  haying  signed  the  Petition  from  motiYes  of 
ihlse  Tenderness  and  a  design  to  please  and  redress  the  disaffected 
People  (who  are  Justly  indebted  the  Fines  wherewith  they  now  stand 
Charged.)  They  Petition  <<  that  another  Court  of  Appeal  should  be 
alllowed  to  <<  enquire  whether  regular  notice  has  been  served  on 
them  or  not.  I  can  positively  assure  Council  that  Col*  James  Mer- 
our,  (one  of  the  representatives  in  the  House  of  Assembly  for  this 
County,  who  will  deliver  this  Letter  and  wait  on  Council  for  an  an- 
swer, and  who  can  give,  you  a  more  particular  account  of  the  Matter) 
and  myself  assisted  Col*  Orth  in  holding  Courts  of  Appeal  in  three 
different  Townships  of  the  Petitioners  and  all  Justice  was  done  to 
the  Ajppealants.  , 

<'  Oliey  mention  in  their  Petition  that  thev  have  been  and  still  are 
<' willing  to  serve  their  Countrfr  when  thereto  legal^  required^. 
But  they  never  have  and  in  mj  opinion  Numbers  of  them  never  will, 
willfullv  serve  their  Country  if  ever  so  regular  notify'd.    They  com- 

flain  mat  the  Money  was  never  demanded  when  it  became  due. 
have  been  in  Company  with  the  late  Sub  Lieutenant  of  that  dis- 
trict and  amongst  other  conversation  asked  him  why  he  never  Collected 
them  Fines  as  soon  as  they  became  due  agreeable  to  Law,  he  gave 
me  for  Answer  that  he  received  Several  menacing  Letters  which  had 
been  put  up  at  trees  in  his  rout  of  Collection,  requesting  him  not  to 
Veoture  himself  any  more  out  on  that  Business  on  pain  of  loosing 
his  Life.  Therefore  in  Order  that  the  said  Petitioners  may  not  get 
any  advantage  of  the  other  Battalions  of  this  County  (a  great  Num- 
ber of  them  haviug  readily  complied  with  the  law,  and  paid  their 
Fines  as  soon  as  they  became  duo,  and  a  great  number  of  the  delin- 
quents having  lately  paid  their  Fines,  and  in  Order  to  give  Satisfob- 
tion  to  the  gwA  people  who  have  Faithfully  served  their  Country  on 
all  Occasions  whilst  the  said  disaffected  have  sat  easey,  and  neither 
rendered  their  Personal  Service  nor  contributed  in  the  Pecuniary 
way,  I  humbly  conceive  the  said  Petitioners  ought  not  to  have  any 
further  redress. 

I  am  with  due  regard, 

yoor  HAouPs  most  ob^  and  very  H'ble  Servant, 

JOHN  GLONINGER,* 
Sub  Lieu*  for  Laa^  C^. 

P.  8.    Your  early  Answer  would  be  very  acceptable.      J.  G. 
Jndcnedy 

Bead  in  Gotincili  Nov.  17|  1782|  Lancaster  County.    Bead  Odl^ 

*  See  CqI.  Rec.',  Vol.  Xlll ,  i^.  TIK, 
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■eoond  time  Nor^  18^  Orderod,  that  Mr.  Orth  be  dfiMfeed  <b  prasea 
aocording  to  law. 

T.  MATLAOK, 

'  Bee'j. 

Directed^ 

On  public  Servioe. 

The  Honourable  James  Potter,  Esqoire,  Vice  President  of  the 
Supreme  Exficuti?a  Counoil  of  the  State  of  Penasjlvania^  Phila- 
delphia. 

Hon'  $  Col*  Meroer. 


Wm.  Bradford,  Jr.,  Att'y  Qbi^.,  to  V.  P.  Pottbr,  1782. 

Wednesday  Morning. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  had  last  Evening  the  honor  of  reoeiving  a  certifiaaie  of  the 
Attainder  of  Gideon  Vernon  &  others.  This,  however,  eaonot.be 
admitted  as  legal  Evidence ;  nothing  but  the  reoord  itself,  or  a 
verbatim  Oopy,  properly  oertifiod,  in  the  ease  before  as,  oan  be 
received  by  the  Court  I  am,  therefore,  under  the  neoessitj  of 
troubling  you  on  this  occasion  once  more,  &  take  the  liberty  of 
requesting  that  the  Messengers  may  be  dispatched  with  all  Expedi- 
tion. The  Grand  Jury  will  probably  rise  this  nieht,  &  it  will  be  of 
advantage  if  the  proclamations  can  be  reoeived  before  they  do  so. 
Any  fees  the  secretary  may  be  entitled  to  on  this  oooasion  will  be 
charged  to  the  Defts  &  paid  to  the  Sheriff  for  hinu  He  will,  tbera* 
fore,  bo  pleased  to  charge  them. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  most  obedient 
&  very  humble  Servant, 

W"  BRADFORD,  Jan. 

The  Hon'ble  James  Potter,  Esq.,  Vice  President  &  Commander 
in  Chief  of  Pennsylvania. 


Gbn.  Washington  to  V.  P.  Potter,  1782. 

Head  Qoarters,  20eh  Oetolf ,  1782. 
Sir, 

f  I  hare  been  honored  with  your  letter  of  the  19th  instant  Ike 
subject  upon  which  it  is  written  has  never,  as  you  mention,  been 
referred  to  me  by  Congress,  and  should  it  be,  I  shali  be  extnim^ 
averse  to  deciding  upon  it,  for  reasons  which  must  be  obvioui 
to  you. 
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Some  little  time  ago  the  Secretary  at  War  made  a  question  open 
the  expedieoej  of  continuing  the  Ghmrieon  at  Wyominfl^.  My 
answer  was,  that  it  was  my  wish,  for  the  sake  of  diseipTiney  to 
liava  ft  withdrawn,  Bat  that  it  having  been  placed  there  by  thitf 
mmadiate  order  of  Congressi  I  did  not  look  upon  myself  at  liberty 
lalriihidraw  it  without  their  express  direction.  The  propriety  o# 
impropiiety  of  the  measure,  therefore,  had  beet  be  diseussecl  before 
thit  Honorable  Body. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Bir, 

Your  most  ob*  and  hT)leServV 

G-  WASHINGTON  » 
The  Hou'Uc  James  Potter,  Esq. 

Letter  from  EBs  Excelleni^i  Gen.  Washington.      ' 


GOh.  &JkMh.  HgNTBR  XO  y.  P.  POTTSRy  1782. 

Bunbury,  October  26th,  1782. 
Tour  favour  of  the  18th  Inst.  I  Received,  in  which  you  Inform 

fe  Council  Aproves  of  the  Contract  I  made  with  Weitid  and  Gray, 
am  sorry  to  Inform  you  that  the  Savages  still  continue  their  crue} 
Sostilities  affsinst  the  lohabitaAts  of  this  County.  The  8th  lost, 
the  Enemy  Wounded  one  msn  at  Wyoming,  And  took  Another 
Prisoner,  the  14th  they  Killed  and  scalped  an  old  Couple  on  QhW 
isquake,  (the  name  of  Martin)  about  one  mile  and  »  half  fropn  Col. 
James  Hurra/s,  and  took  three  young  Womea  Prisoners,  being  sjf 
the  family  that  was  in  the  House.  This  old  Couple  biaing  Man 
And  Wife,  I  saw  Laying  Ktlled  and  scalped.  And  was  one  that 
^elped  to  Bufy  them.  The  24th  Inst.  They  Killed  and  scalped 
Serj.  Edward  Lee  of  Captain  Robison's  Company,  and  took  one 
Bob*  Caruthers  Prisoner,  about  two  miles  from  Fort  Rice.  Captain 
BobisoD  with  a  party  of  his  Company  sett  off  in  Pursuit  of  the 
JBnemy  and  I  hope  May  come  up  with  them. 

This  is  the  way  we  are  served  by  these  Perfidious  Enemy  aftef 
all  the  Assurances  that  his  Excellency,  General  Washington,  ,Reof 
pf  the  British  permitting  no  more  partys  of  the  Savages  to  be  sent 
/>ut  Affainst  the  Frontiers.  It  appears  very  Like  a  scheme  of 
Genend.  Carieton  to  put  a  stop  to  our  Expedition,  Which  I  wish 
Jhsd  gone  on,  As  it  Certainly  would  put  a  stop  to  the  Epemy  from 
Committing  Any  Hostilities  this  Fall  on  the  Frontiers.  Those  Last 
Murders  deter  the  Inhabitants  much  from  going  back  to  their  places 
till  the  Winter  setts  in,  As  they  can  have  no  Confidence  in  any 
Inteiligence  of  the  British  that.  Jt  stop  will  be  put  to  the  savages 

*  See  page  663,*al90  CoL  &ec,  Yd.  XIH.,  p.  399. 
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ihb  fall  from  Committing  their  Uraal  Barbarityi,  And  fbrtkor  ti 
The  Militia  that  was  serving  their  Tower  of  Duty  in  thia  Ooon^ 
from  Berka,  their  times  are  Expired,  and  the  Compan?  af  Militia 
from  Camberland  Coantj  and  the  Chief  of  Bobiaon'a  mx  Month'a 
Uen  will  be  free  some  time  Next  Month,  bo  that  than  will  ba 
bat  about  fortj  of  Captain  Kobiaon'a  Men  to  do  Dntj,  And  Left 
them  be  ever  so  Alert  it  eannot  be  Expected  that  Nnmban  oould 
give  Confidence  to  the  poor  People  in  Going  back  to  thair  Flaoai^ 
As  Martin's  family  that  Were  Killed  and  Taken  had  only  gone 
back  to  their  Own  place  a  few  Days  before  this  happened  them. 

I  expect  the  Orders  I  Rec*  from  Council  the  27th  Ult.»  will  Not 
be  binding  npon  Me  in  Regard  of  our  Militia.  I  think  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  Wyoming  a  Little  Premature  in  Petitioning  his  Exaellaneji 
General  Washington  to*  Remove  the  Troops  from  therCi  boi  I  aai 
Certain  they  have  some  Scheme  in  it,  as  the  tryal  ia  aooo  to  come 
on  between  Connecticut  and  this  State  they  want  no  Troopa  there. 
As  for  further  Inteligence  I  Refer  you  to  the  Bearer,  CoL  William 
Cook. 

I  am,  !>  Sir,  With  Every  aenUment  of  ISsteem, 
Your  Most  Obed<,  Very  Huble  serv*, 

SAM.  HUNTER,  L.  N.  C. 

N.  B. — ^Inclosed  I  send  you  a  Deposition  in  Regard  of  Martin 
and  his  Wife  being  Killed,  which  you  may  be  Assured  is  the  troth 

8.  fl. 
J>irected, 

Honorable  James  Potter,  Esq.,  Vice  President  of  the  Snpr 
Executive  Council,  Ac,  Philadelphia. 


DsposiiiON  OP  Samuel  Hunteb,  1782. 

Northumberland  County,  ss..  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Personally  apeared  before  me  the  subscriber,  one  of  the  JusUoea  of 
t  JO  Peace  for  8d.  County,  Samuel  Hunter,  who  being  Duly  sworn 
according  to  Law,  Deposeth  and  sayeth  that  he  with  ten  or  fifteen 
more  men  in  Company,  was  present  and  see  the  Corps  of  John 
Martin-and  his  wife  who  was  killed  and  scalped  by  the  savages  on 
the  Frontiers  of  Sd.  County  the  14th  of  October  1782  and  that 
there  was  three  young  Women  taken  prisoners  the  same  Day  which 
there  is  no  act.  of  as  yet  and  further  sayeth  not. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me^  SAM.  HUNTER, 

this  28  October  1782. 

JNO.  BUYERS. 


1 


*  See  page  G52-658. 
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^  Cap.  Thomas  Robinson  xo  Pbbs.  Poxtb£»  1782. 

Northamberknd  81  Ootober  1782. 
Sir, 

I  Embrace  this  opportonity  of  luformiog  your  ESxoellency  that 
notwithstandiDg  the  greatest  Care  is  Taken  to  Discover  the  aproohea 
of  the  Indians  they  are  fortunate  Enough  to  Escape,  on  the  14th, 
Instant  a  party  Came  to  the  House  of  John  Martin  in  the  setlement 
of  Chilisquake  Killed  and  scalped  the  Man  and  his  wife,  Took  priso- 
ners a  Girl  of  7. years  of  age  k  2  young  wemon,  the  affair  was  not 
Instantly  Discovered  By  which  means  they  had  an  opportunity  ^f 
Escaping, — and  on  the  Twenty  fourth  Inst.  Sergeant  Edward  LeiB 
and  RoMrt  Carrethers  was  sent  out  from  Fort  Bke  as  spies  about  2 
Miles  from  the  Fort  a  party  of  Indians  (supposed  11)  had  formed 
an  ambuscade,  fired  on  them.  Killed  &  scalped  Lee.  Garreifaers is  mi 
found  so  we  Imagine  he  is  Taken,  They  were  Excellent  woodsmen 
as  well  as  good  Soldiers.  The  stoping  the  Expedition  has  Created 
great  uneaseness  among  the  people  here  as  there  are  no  appearances 
of  Hostilities  Ceasing  with  the  Indiana. 

I  am  Sir  with  every  sentiment  of  Esteem, 

&  Beapect  your  Ezoellenoys, 

moat  Humble  Servant, 

THOS.  ROBINSONS. 
Captn.  of  P.  Rangers. 

P.  S.  The  Troops  here  ^re  much  Distressed  for  money,  I  hope 
by  this  Time  Council  will  be  able  to  send  some  money  for  th»t 
Purpose,  should  this  not  be  the  Case  I  would  Beg  to  Have  some  on 
account  for  myself  as  I  am  Constantly  Teased  by  People  that  I  have 
Borrowed  from  for  the  uses  of  the  Company  and  who  are  Bealy  in 
want. 

T.R-C. 
Dtrectedy 

Hb  Excellenoy  The  President  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council 
of  Pennsylvaina. 

Per  Mr.  Daniel  Sees. 


William  Bradford,  Jr.,  Att'y  Gbh.,  to  Viob-Pres. 
Potter,  1782. 

Sir, 

I  beg  leave  to  return  to  the  Council,  the  papers  which  were  sent 
to  me  relative  to  the  Case  of  James  Holesworth,  who  was  executed 
in  this  State,  for  being  a  Spy,  by  virtue  of  the  Sentence  of  a  Court 
Martial 
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I  aqa  clearly  of  opiDion,  That  the  Commonwealth  of  PenniylTuiui 
ooald  acquire  no  interest  whataoever  in  the  real  or  pef«ea»l  pr6pertj 
of  James  Molesworth,  by  virtae  of  this  sentence  k  execution :  that 
they  occasioned  no  forfeiture  of  Estate  or  Corruption  of  Blood  :  and 
consequently  that  his  legal  representatives  are  in  titled  to  aooh  pro* 
perty  as  was  rested  in  him  at  the  time  of  his  Ezecntion. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient 

&  very  hum*  Serv*, 

W-  BRADFORD,  jon. 
Directed, 

The  Honble.  James  Potter,  Esq.,  Vice  President  of  Penni** 


Capt.  Philip  Shrawdbr  to  How.  John  Van  Campen^ 

1782. 

Chesnuthill,  Nov  4, 1782. 
Dear  Sir, 

The  Time  of  your  Departure  from  Philadelphia  drawing  nigh, 
induced  me  to  take  this  Opportunity  to  remind  you  of  Matters  I 
mentioned  in  my  former  Letters.  In  the  Begining  of  Sept'  last,  onr 
late  President  mentioned  in  your  Presence,  to  have  my  Company 
recruited  during  the  Winter,  to  about  an  hundred  Men,  with  the 
Addition  of  an  other  Officer,  by  which  Means  the  Militia  might  be 
spared,  and  the  state  save  a  good  Deal  of  Expence ;  if  your  honorable 
Board  should  think  proper  to  give  an  Order  on  the  Treasurer  ak 
Easton  for  recruiting  Money  and  some  pay,  I  would  beg  the  favour 
to  bring  them  up  at  your  Leaving  the  City.  As  Boldiera  also  are 
subject  to  sickness,  a  small  Trifle  St  Medicines  timely  applied  might 
prevent  a  great  disorder,  ^  hich,  if  it  cannot  be  done,  will  make  a 
soldier  for  a  great  while  unable  to  do  Duty,  and  at  the  same  Time 
cause  a  good  Deal  of  Cost,  beside  other  Inconvenience.  Since  mj 
Return,  I  have  several  sick,  and  especially  Jos.  Ellis,  in  the  small 
Pox ;  perhaps  the  Hon^'*  Council,  upon  Representation  will  grant  A 
small  supply  of  Medicines  for  the  Use  of  my  Company. 

In  my  former,  I  observed  I  bad  been  informed  that  Col.  Balliet 
had  declined  providing  for  the  Troops  of  this  County  for  Want  of 
Money  J  and  as  this  happeped  so  suddenly,  just  at  the  Approach  of 
the  Winter,  when  Beeves  should  be  salted  down  for  the  Use  of  the 
Troops  during  the  Winter  and  Spring  Months,  untill  fresh  Meat 
could  be  got  again,  which  in  these  Parts  will  not  be  before  the  Mid- 
dle of  June.  Considering  these  Matters,  I  prevailed  on  Capt"  John 
Gregory,  who  had  been  all  along  employed  bv  Col.  Balliet  to  supply 
tue^  to  purchase  Cattle  &  salt  them  down  for  the  above  Purpose. 

»  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XIII.,  p.  380, 
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If  the  J^BAiioeB  of  the  State  would  admit  to  furnish  sud  CSapt" 
Gregory  with  a  small  Supplj  of  Money^  please  to  obtain  an  Order 
for  the  8am&  .If  the  Socks  and  Knapsacks  have  not  been  forwarded 
before^  M'  W"  Serfas  could^  if  ready^  bring  them  up  on  hia  Waggon. 
I  have  the  Honour  to  be, 

with  due  Bespeoti  Dear  sir, 

Your  moet  obedient  and 

most  humble  servant, 

PHILIP  SHRAWDBB. 
Directed^ 

The  Hon^  John  Van  Gampen,  Eso',  at  M'*  CHnton's^  the  Comer 
of  Chestnut  and  Third  street;  Philadelphia. 


Gbn.  Washhstqton  to  Pees,  of  Pennsylvania,  1782. 

Head-QuarterS;  Newburgh^  5th  Not'^  1782. 
Sir, 

I  must  request  your  Excellency  to  make  it  a  Rule  in  future,  when 
persons  apply  for  Liberty  to  go  to  or  within  the  Enemy's  Lines,  to 
insert  in  your  passports,  that  they  shall  repair  to  Dobl/s  Ferry, 
whieh  is  the  only  poet  from  whenoe  Flags  are  sent  or  at  which 
they  are  received.  This  is  absolutely  necessary  to  prevent  that 
illegal  Intercourse  k  Traffic  which  are  now  carried  to  so  great  a 
Height.  I  am  induced  to  mention  this  to  your  Excellency,  because 
ft  Mr.  Craig,  who  lately  obtained  a  passport  from  the  Executive  of 
the  State,  went  in  by  the  Way  of  Elizalndth-Town  or  some  place  not 
ftuthorized,  and  came  out  by  Dobb's  Ferry.  Mr.  Craig's  passport 
did  not  direct  his  going  in  by  any  particmar  Route,  and  he  might 
not  have  known  he  was  infringing  a  Regulation ; — But  if  Dobb's 
Ferry  isispecified,  and  the  Route  should  be  departed  from,  Ignorance 
cannot  be  plead  in  JustiOcation. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be. 

With  the  greatest  Respect, 
Your  Excellency's 

moet  Obedient  Servant, 

G-  WASHINGTON. 
His  Excellency  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Doesey  Pentecost  to  Peesident,  1782. 

Washington  County,  Novembr.  6th,  1782. 
Sir, 

By  a  gentlemen  who  was  at  the  Last  Westmoreland  Court  I  am 
informed  that  a  Mr.  Brackinridge  who  I  understood  is  late  from 
Philadelphia  reported  there  that  some  ropresentationa  bAil  V^^ 
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througbtbe  Conrseof  the  last  summer  made  (from  th»  Couiitj)  to 

?oar  Honorable  Board  as  well  as  to  the  spetiker  of  the  Hoom  to  the 
Vejudicc  of  tdj  Character ;  what  those  representatioDa  waa,  the 
Geotlcmcn  could  not  inform  roe  (only  that  they  were  of  a  tery 
Capital  natore)  and  my  Invention  refuses  the  Least  Information, 
and  indeed  I  moat  have  the  Insight  of  the  Devil  or  at  least  some  of 
his  coadjutors,  for  to  Look  into  the  dark  machinations  of  a  Orope 
of  Judges  who  form  their  Helish  Councils  in  Private  and  send  their 
representations  by  their  own  Brethren. 

The  Gentleman  tela  me  that  if  he  understood  Mr.  Brackioridge* 
rieht,  some  depositions  has  reached  the  State  House  the  Sabjeot  of 
which  He  could  not  perfectly  collect  as  Mr.  Brackin ridge  dealt  in  that 
amiable  Doctrin  of  finuendoes,  and  his  Invictivcs  was  rather  in  the 
Generals,  However  they  ware  (or  ware  made)  so  Consequential  as  to 
be  rcfercd  to  a  Committee,  who  called  on  Mr.  Braokinridge  for  In- 
formation on  the  subject.  That  Truely  wise  and  good  man  (no  Donbt 
with  the  Sanoity  of  a  Divine)  told  them  that  the  Charges  were  troe 
but  the  Committee  with  some  members  of  your  Board  Conclodod 
that  I  was  a  Character  toq  Insignifioent  for  their  notioe.  If  the 
Insignificancy  of  character  is  a  Justifying  ciroamstance  perhaps  or 
its  Possible  they  were  right,  But  Sir,  However  InaigoiAoant  tha 
eharacter  may  appear  to  those  Gentlemen  it's  of  the  first  GonaeqaoDoa 
to  me,  and  when  the  character  is  duly  considered  it  may  not  ap« 
pear  in  that  very  Trifling  and  rediculous  point  of  view  to  all  the 
World  as  it  did  to  those  Gentlemen,  for  the  object  ia  nothing  Lea 
than  one  of  the  first  officers  of  the  State,  and  a  member  of  your 
Honorable  Board,  and  one  as  Tanacious  of  his  own  &  Tender  of 
others  characters  as  any  member  of  that  Board,  and  from  what 
authority  they  received  their  information  (Except  from  their  said 
Privy  Councellor)  I  am  really  at  Loss  to  know,  but  suppose  it  muat 
be  from  the  best  authority  to  produce  the  aforesaid  very  mild 
determination,  but  let  their  authority  be  what  it  will  and  their 
Power  derived  from  whence  it  may  I  am  obliged  to  deny  their 
Supremacy  and  plead  to  their  Jurisdiction,  and  therefore  Sir,  am 
under  the  necessity  of  requesting  a  Copy  of  the  Charges  Exhibited 
as  I  may  have  it  my  Power  to  defend,  and  permit  me  Sir,  to  ask 
its  assurance  of  the  grant,  that  your  Honorable  Board  will  order 
an  Investigation  for  I  am  Conscious  of  no  Crime  and  Consequently 
am  not  afraid  to  hear,  this  is  so  reasonable  a  reriuest  that  I  rest  in 
full  assurance  it  will  be  granted,  for  however  Trifling  and  Insig- 
ni6cont  it  may  appear  to  the  spectator  its  of  the  first  Important 
Consequence  to  the  actor,  and  Sir  I  would  wish  to  assure  you  that 
I  only  desire  to  stand  in  that  Estiraa  ion  with  jour  Excellency  and 
all  the  world  that  I  merit,  and  Surely  no  man  would  wish  to  with- 
hold it  from  me,  but  I  realy  have  not  credulity  enough  to  beleive 
such  representations  has  been  made  as  reported  by  Mr.  Bracken- 
See  page,  572. 
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rid^  for  I  oaiiBot  help  flattering  mjtself  that  mj  oharaeter  wis  not 
BO  yerj  lofiigQifioent  when  I  left  joo,  that  not  one  single  member  would 
have  advised  me  of  such  representations  haying  been  made  besides 
£iparty  Testimony  eoald  never  have  operated  to  the  Prejadioe  of 
mnj  man  in  a  Board  of  yoor  Lenity  and  Wisdom,  though  Retro- 
spective Laws,  and  that  DangehNia  Doetrine  of  Eipedienoe  and 
Convenienoy,  I  am  appHied  is  a  favourite  theme  with  some,  yet 
I  have  iiQver  known  any  thing,  or  Dieoovered  the  Least  Symp- 
toms of  it  in  the  Executive  of  this  State  nbaeh  Less  to  Condemn  in 
ao  positive  a  manner,  a  man  upon  Exparty  Testimonoy. 

Please  to  Excuse  a  Degree  of  warmth  in  Some  Expressions  in  . 
this  Iietter,  andif  it  &Us  short  of  that  merit  that  an  Epistle  of  this  kind 
Demand,  I  hope  whenv^he  oceasioA  is  Considered  by  an  Impartial 
mind,  the  feeling  heart  will  Conclude  the  writer  in  some  measure 
Excuseable,  but  perhaps  on  Cool  reflection  it  misht  have  been  as  well 
otherwise.  I  would  be  very  sorry.  Injured  as  I  conceive  I  am,  to 
be  guilty  of  Indecent  or  ungentlemanly  Language  even  to  a  Hotin- 
tott,  but  I  must  Confess  my  spirits  are  violently  agitated  on  this 
occasion,  and  I  wish  to  be  sifted  as  Chaff  in  the  wind  for  I  am  at  the 
Defence  of  the  utmost  malaoe  if  Truth  only  can  be  brought  out. 

The  Bearer  of  thb  is  Col.  Matthew  Ritchie,  one  of  the  Represen- 
tatives for  this  County,  and  who,  if  I  understand  mankind,  is  a 
worthy  and  good  man,  and  upon  your  acquaintance  with  him  I  flatter 
myself  you  will  find  to  be  a  Gentleman  and  worthv  your  notice ;  he 

i*ust  called  on  me  this  morning  on  his  way  down  though  in  a  Hurr^ 
:  prevailed  on  him  to  wait  while  I  am  writing  this  not  very  Laconic 
Epbtle. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  Esteem,  for  the  Gentle- 
men of  your  Board, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obdt.  and  very  Hnmbl.  Servt. 

DORSEY  PENTECOST. 
Dtrectedf 

His  Exoelteney  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 

Hood,  by  Cap.  Ritchie. 
Jndonedf 

[Read  in  Council  Novr.  26th,  1782.] 


John  Nicholson  to  Pbeb.  Diokinson,  1782. 

Compt  Generals  offiee, 
Philada.  Novr.  8th,  1782. 

Sir, 

I  have  hitherto  had  the  Expenses  of  this  office,  for  a  sett  of  Books 
ind  other  Stationary  defrayed  by  orders  of  Councils  drawn  on  the 
Titasiirerof  The  Sute,  There  are  other  expenses  of  aRmilar  nature 
wbioh  have  &  must  now  be  incured,  such  as  ex^QSOA  ^t  t««i^Tv&^ 
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tbe  offioe^  repairs  for  tbe  room  I  now  oooapy,  half  a  Doaen  of  Clia 
a  Table,  wood  and  Candles  for  the  winter  season  also  a  Oveen  CI 
for  the  Table.  Altho  Tbe  aot  of  Assembly  wbieb  Constitutes  I 
office  makes  no  Express  provision  for  snob  expense  yet  snrelj 
cannot  be  meant  that  they  should  be  defrayed  out  of  the  Salar) 
£500  ^  annum  allowed  me  therein. 

I  have  therefore  to  request  that  you  will  please  to  have  an  or 
passed  on  tbe  State  Trees,  in  my  favor  for  twenty  pounds  sp« 
which  I  will  account  for  by  tbe  disbursements  aforesaid. 
I  am  with  respeet| 

your  Ezceily.  obedt  Servt. 

JN.  NICHOI^ON. 
Dtrectedf-^HiB  Ezceily  John  Dickinson  Es^ii;,  present. 
Indaned, — [Read  in  Council  same  day  &  dismissed.] 


Col  Bighd.  Butleb  to  Pbes.  Dickinson,  1782. 

Philada.  9tb,  Novr.  1782. 

Col.  R.  Butler's  most  respectful  compliments  to  his  Ezcellei 
tbe  President  &  Council  begs  leave  to  mention  that  the  time  of  1 
eighteen  months  men  is  nearly  expired — ^wishes  to  know  if  it 
agreeable  to  tbe  opinion  Council  that  they  be  engaged  for  the  war 
the  advantage  of  getting  them  is  obvious  being  now  made  soldiers, 
prays  an  answer  if  not  inconvenient- 
Directedf 

His  Excellency  John  Dickenson  Esqr.^   Prerident  in  Coun( 
Philada. 


Sir, 


John.  Niohglson  to  Abbbmblt,  1782. 

Compt.  Generals  office^  Novr.  12th,  1782. 


By  an  act  of  assembly  April  13th  1782, 1  am  directed  to  pay 
in  State  money  to  such  as  choose  to  receive  it  one  third  part  of  th 
Depreciation,  Certificates,  &c.,  I  have  heretofore  drawn  £18,^ 
since  the  sd.  13th  Apr.  which  I  have  paid  away  conformably  to 
structions,  and  have  laid  my  accounts  before  the  Honble.  I 
Assembly  for  liquidation.  I  must  request  an  order  for  further  su 
for  like  purposes  vii,  one  for  £82,  12,  6,  which  is  wanting  to  balai 
my  accot.  now  before  the  Assembly  and  another  for  £500  both  to 
accounted  for. 

I  have  tbe  Honor  to  be, 
your  Excelly.  most  obcdt.  Servt. 

JNO.  NICHOLSON. 

There  have  been  applicants  waiting  for  some  time^  I  mentd. 
some  time  ago  to  one  of  the   Honble.  members  but  suppose  th 
multiplicity  of  business  twas  forgot. 
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StATB  of  PeKHSYLVANIA  PlPBR  MONIT,  1782. 

State  of  Pennsylvania  paper  Money,  Norem'  14%  1782. 
Of  BUls  of  Credit  dated  April  29th,  1780. 

Sam  emitted,  £100,000 

Beoeived  in  payment  for  Provinoe  Island  k  City 
-    Lots,,  and  burnt  by  Oommittee  of  Assembly, 

July,  1782.  82,800 

Besides  several    Thousands    received    since,  not 
Counted,  nor  prepared  for  burning. 

Remainder  m  Circulation, 
Of  new  Continental  money  issued  by  Virtue  of 

Act  of  Assembly,  dated  June  Ist,  1780, 
Received  in  the  Treasury  for  the  SUte^  $342,000 

Probably  issued  by  Congress,  208,000 

Totij,  550,000 

In  the  Treasury  at  present,  deduct  383,000 

In  Circulation,  167,000 

Of  Bills  of  Credit  dated  April  7th,  1781. 

Total  sum  printed  and  signed,  £486,500 

Remains  in  y*  Treasury  not  yet  issued,  ^€124,011 
Burnt,  July,  1782,  145,400 

In  the  Treasury,  ready  to  burn,  24,288 

293,6»9 


Remains  in  Circulation,  £192,801 

The  two  last  kinds  of  paper  Money  were  prindpi^  received  in 
part  of  Efiective  Supplies  for  1781,  and  in  Taxes  raised  by  Virtue 
of  two  Acts  of  Assembly  for  funding  and  Sinking  paper  money,  but 
more  or  less  has  been  received  in  aU  kinds  of  payments  heretofore 
fliade  into  the  Treasuryv 

Novem*  14**,  1882. 

DAV*  BITTBNH0U8E,  Trea'. 
Diredetf^ 

For  The  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 


Cap.  Tnos.  Wylib  to  Pres.  Moobb,  1782. 

New  London  In  Virginia,  18th  Nov%  1782. 
Sir, 

Inclosed  I  have  sent  a  Return  of  the  Pensylvania  Qprps  of  Artil- 
lery Artificers,  Adopted  by  the  Honorable,  the  Assembly,  at  thevt 
SeUiilg  In  Muroh,  1782,  And  are  now  in  nervm.    1  i^ioxiN^  Vvi^ 
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made  the  Return  Immediately  after  the  Act  paaaedi  bat  the  i 
being  Under  marching  Orders  to  the  Southward,  Obliged  m< 
prepare  the  accounts  of  the  Officers  and  privates  that  Imte  beloi 
to  the  Reg^,  Ready  for  settlement  for  their  monthly  pay,  due  i 
the  Ist  August,  1780,  And  also  for  the  Depreoiation  of  their  ] 
Which,  with  preparing  to  March,  Imployed  the  short  time  I  hac 
stay  in  Philad*,  very  busy.  With  an  assuranoe  that  I  shall  1 
make  it  my  study  to  Discharge  the  duty  assigned  me  whilat  in  G 
mission. 

I  Remain  with  Due  Respect  and  Bsteemi 
Your  Obed*,  Humble  Serrant, 

THO-  WTLIE,  Cap*., 
Oomd<  p.  Corps  ArU  Artifioen 
His  Excellency,  William  Moore,  Esquire. 


Resolution  of  General  Assemblt,  1782. 

Private. 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Thursday,  November  19,  1782,  A.  M 

The  report  of  the  Committee  appointed  Nov'  16th,  to  confer  n 
the  Supreme  Executive  Council  on  the  contents  of  the  letter  fi 
Brigadier  General  Irvine,  dated  at  Fort  Pitt,  Oct'  29,  1782,  ^ 
read  the  first  time,  and  on  motion,  and  by  special  order,  the  sa 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  adopted — and  is  as  follows,  viz, 

From  the  information  given  by  a  Member  of  the  present  situat 
of  the  West^  Frontiers,  and  the  disposition  of  the  inhabitant 
your  Committee  and  Council  were  unanimously  of  opinion,  tha 
would  be  a  wise  and  prudent  measure  to  empower  Council  to  se! 
and  appoint  one  or  two  proper  Persons  to  travel  through  and  ra 
for  some  time  in  that  Country,  in  order  by  necessary  informatioi 
bring  over  the  deluded  to  a  proper  sense  of  their  Duly — ^your  d 
mittee  are  induced  to  offer  these  sentiments  to  the  House  as  busit 
of  a  private  nature,  because  when  Men  are  abandoned,  or  aotua 
by  Interest  or  Ambition — Measures,  such  as  this,  though  eTidei 
designed  for  the  most  salutary  purposes,  they  would  set  forth  i 
different  point  of  view — and  perhaps,  by  misrepresentation  prev 
the  desired  happy  effect.  In  expectation  the  House  may  be  of  1 
Sentiment,  We  presume  to  lay  before  them  the  following  Resolvi 

Resolved, 

That  the  Supreme  Executive  Counoil  be  empowered  to  eeleot  i 

appoint  one  or  two  proper  persons  to  travel  through  and  reside 

iu  vU^  CouuUea  of  WestmoKland  and  Wa 
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iDgtoD,  bj  neoessary  information  to  bring  over  onr  delad^  fellow 
Citizens  to  a  proper  sense  of  their  Duty — and  that  this  House  will 
defray  the  necessary  expenses. 

Extract  from  the  private  Joamal. 

PETER  Z.  LOYD, 

Clerk  of  the  Oeneral  Assembly. 
Directed, 
For  the  Honorable  the  Supreme  Executive  CounoQ. 


Prisokbrs  on  Prison  Ships,  1782. 

By  a  list  handed  to  us,  and  the  report  of  David  Florence  (one  of 
the  prisoners)  it  appears  that  there  are  at  least  151  prisoners  belong- 
ing to  this  State,  now  on  board  the  Prison  Ship,  and  Hospital 
Sbip,  at  New  York,  of  which  number  more  than  one  third  are  ia 
want  of  Cloathing — say  60.    It  will  then  be  necessary  to  purchase 
60  woollen  Jackets,  @ 
60  p^  woollen  Trowsers,  @ 
60  p'  coarse  Stockings,  @ 
60  Blankets,  @ 
100  woolen  Caps,  @         ,    . 
100  p'  Shoes,  @ 
100  Shirts,  @ 
If  permission  could  be  obtained  for  a  small  Schooner  or  Shallop 
to  go  round  to  N.  Y.,  there  should  be  sent 
800  Bushels  of  Potatoes, 
50  Barrels  of  Floor. 
The  Flour,  Potatoes  should  be  deposited  in  the  hands  of  some 
person  in  New  York  to  be  served  out  to  the  Prisoners  twice 
A  week,  the  Flour  to  be  baked  in  New  York,  and  tha  allowance  to 
each  man  should  be  about  four  pounds  of  Bread  ^  week. 

If  there  could  be  pounds  Cash  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the 

wme  person  to  procure  necessaries  for  the  unhappy  persons  on  board 
€be  Hospital  ship  many  lives  might  in  all  probability  be  saved. 
'    If  a  Vessel  is  not  sent  with  the  above  necessaries,  a  sum  of  Money 
iiDt  less  than  pounds  should  be  sent  with  the  Cloathing  and 

deposited  in  the  hands  of  to  procure  such  supplies  of 

Proviasions  as  are  absolutely  neoettary  to  make  life  supportable. 

Jndarmdf 

Nor  19, 1782. 
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Robert  Morris  to  Pees.  Dicktnson,  1782. 

Office  of  Finance^  28'  NoTember^  1782. 
Sir, 

Id  PufFBEtJce  of  tlie  Act  of  Congress  of  the  20th  of  Febmmry  lu 
which  bus  already  been  forwaTdcd  to  yonr  Ejcc^llencj  fiom  th 
Office,  I  now  do  myself  the  Honor  to  nominata  BeDJamtn  Stilli 
Ksqr,  for  Commissboer  to  settJe  the  Accounts  between  the  Stat«  i 
Pennsylvania  and  the  United  States,  and  to  liquidate  aod  settle  i 
Speeiel  Value  all  Certificatei  gli^cn  by  pubHe  Officers  to  Indtvidiit: 
in  that  State,  and  other  Ciaiojs  by  such  IndiTidnals  against  th 
United  States,  according  to  the  Form  and  Effect  of  that  Act* 

'J'his  Gentleman  is  a  Citizen  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Xsland,  mn 
recommended  to  me  as  a  Man  of  Senge,  Integnij,  Industry  an 
KoowledgeofHuainesaandAcconnta.  Ibopehemay pn>?o accep tabh 
and  so  conduct  the  Business  as  to  deserve  the  Approbation  of  t 
good  Men. 

Your  Bxoellency  will  pardon  me  for  mentioning  that  in  do  Ii 
stance  the  Citizen  nf  any  State  will  be  nominated  for  the  Slato  ( 
which  be  belongs.  The  evident  Propriety  of  this  Rule  may  rendi 
the  Information  unnecessary,  hut  I  thought  It  h^t  to  give  It  that  e 
Misconception  might  take  Place. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be^ 

Sifj  your  most  obedient 

&  humble  Serrant^ 

ROB,  MORRIS. 
His  Esocllency  The  Governor  of  Pennsjlvania. 


FiiES.  Moore  to  Prisoners  on  board  Fexsok  Ships, 

1782, 

Philadelphia,  Novr.  25,  1782- 
Gentlemen, 

A  Memorial  has  been  presented,  In  your  name,  to  Hie  Eioe 
lency  the  President  and  Counctl,  stating  jour  case  and  praying  the 
interposition  to  obtain  your  exchange.  1  have  it  in  charge  to  infon 
you^  that  the  President  and  CounolL  are  extremely  sorry  they  ba^ 
not  any  persons  in  their  power  for  whom  you  can  be  eichanged 
hot  being  very  desirous  of  doing  every  thing  they  can  for  alleviating  tli 
distresaes  of  their  fellow  citisens  in  Captivity,  as  well  as  highly  sti 
sihle  of  the  inestimahle  value  of  your  lives^  and  of  your  importaoc 
to  the  state,  they»  without  a  moment's  delay ^  laid  your  case  befoi 
the  General  Assembly,  now  sitting  here.  The  House  appear  to  I 
dispoaed  readily  to  grant  such  relief  as  your  unhappy  ease  requirci 
and  they  now  have  tbe  manner  of  doing  it  under  their  considerattoii 
There  remains  no  doubt  but  that  measures  will  be  taken  as  sooo  a 
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possible  to  obtain  permissioii  for  some  provisions  to  be  sent  to  yoUi 
in  addition  to  the  allowanoe  yon  are  entitled  to  reoeive  from  the 
British— to  provide  necessaries  for  the  sick  on  board  the  Hospital 
ship-^and  to  famish  snob  a  qnanity  of  cloathing  as  maj  render  thd 
sitnation  of  those  who  are  in  want  of  it  in  some  degree  oomfortable. 
The  time  limited  by  the  parole  granted  to  the  OenUemen  who 
presented  your  memorial  being  nearly  expired,  renders  their  imme- 
diate return  indispensable,  altho'  the  business  they  came  upon  is 
BOt  fully  eompleated.  Yon  may,  however,  be  assured  that  both  the 
legislative  and  exeontive  authcMrity  of  the  state,  feel  your  distresses 
too  sensibly,  and  are  too  well  convinced  of  your  importance  to  the 
state,  to  delay  using  every  means  in  their  power  for  your  present 
relief,  and  to  obtain  your  exchange  as  soon  as  possible. 
I  am  Gentlemen, 

with  the  greatest  respect, 

your  most  obedient  servant, 

T.  MATLACK,  Sec'y. 

P.  a— Novr.  26th,  1782. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  add,  that  the  General  Assembly  have 
appropriated  a  sum  of  money  for  the  purposes  above  mentioned,  and 
Ibat  the  Council  have  appointed  two  of  its  memben  to  lay  it  out  in 
the  most  advantageous  manner. 

T.  M.,  8. 

To  the  Citizens  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  confined  on  board 
the  Jersey  Prison  ship,  in  the  harbour  of  New  York. 


Db.  FBANKLDf  TO  IJr.  Habtlbt,  1782. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Doe*  Franklin  to  Mr.  Hartley,  dated 
Passey,  November  26th,  1782. 

Sir 

<<  You  may  weU  remember  that  in  the  beginning  of  our  Conferen- 
oes,  before  the'  other  Commissioners  arrived,  on  your  mentioning  to 
me  a  Retribution  for  the  Loyalists  wliose  Estates  had  been  forfeited, 
£  acquainted  you  that  nothing  of  that  kind  oould  be  stipulated  by 
jm^  tne  Confieoations  being  made  by  Virtue  of  Laws  of  particular 
States,  which  the  Congress  had  no  power  to  contravene  or  dispense 
with,  and  therefore  could  give  us  no  such  authority  in  our  Commis- 
sioQ.  And  I  gave  it  as  my  opinion  and  advice  honestly  &  cordially, 
that  i#  a  Reconciliation  was  intended,  no  mention  should  be  made  in 
oar  negQoiations,  of  those  people ;  for  they  having  done  infinite  mis- 
chief to  our  properties  by  wantonly  burning  &  destroying  Farm- 
Honsesi  Villagee  ft  Towtis,  if  compensation  for  their  Lome  were 
inaisted  on,  we  should  certainly  ezhuut  against  iL  an  account  of  alt 
VoL.IX.-29 
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the  rayages  tbey  had  oommitted,  which  would  neeeanrily  reeall 
View  scenes  of  Barbarity  that  mast  inflame  instead  of  ciODoiiimtii 
and  tend  to  perpetaate  an  Enmity  that  we  all  pfofesa  a  Deaire 
extinguishing.  Understanding  however  from  yon,  that  this  irai 
Point  your  Ministry  had  at  heart,  I  wrote  concerning  it  toOoDgrei 
and  I  haye  lately  received  the  following  Resolution — yii. : 

(here  take  in  the  Bcsolution.) 

We  have  not  yet  had  time  to  hear  what  has  been  done  Wt 
other  Asisemblies ;  but  I  have  no  doubt  that  nmilar  aoCa  will  i 
made  by  all  of  them ;  and  that  the  mass  of  Eyidenoe  prodnoed  1 
the  Ezeoution  of  thoee  Acts,  not  only  of  the  enormities  oommitli 
by  those  people  under  the  direction  of  British  (Generals,  but 
those  committed  by  the  British  Troops  themselyea^  .will  form 
record  that  must  render  the  British  name  odious  in  America  to  t1 
latest  Generations.  In  that  authentic  Record  will  be  found  tl 
burning  of  the  fine  Towns  of  Charlestown,  near  Boston,  of  Fi 
mouth,  just  before  Winter,  when  the  Sick,  the  Aged,  the  Women 
Children  were  driven  to  seek  shelter  where  they  could  hurdly  fii 
it :  of  Norfolk,  in  the  midst  of  Winter.  '  Of  New  London ;  of  Fai 
field ;  of  Esopus,  fta,  &c. ;  besides  near  a  hundred  &  fifty  miles 
well  settled  Country  laid  waste,  every  House  &  Bam  burnt,  ai 
[  many  hundred  of  Fanners  with  their  Wives  &  Children  butchered 

scalped. 

The  present  British  Ministers,  when  they  reflect  a  little,  will  o 
tainly  be  too  equitable  to  suppose  that  their  Nation  has  a  right 
make  an  unjust  War  (which  they  have  always  allowed  this  agaii 
r  us  to  be)  and  to  do  all  sorts  of  necessary  mischief  unjustifiable  1 

I'  the  practice  of  any  civilized  People,  which  those  they  make  W 

with  are  to  snfiery  without  claiming  any  satisfietion ;  but  that 
Britons  or  their  adherents  are  in  return  deprived  of  any  Property 
is  to  be  restored  to  them,  or  they  are  to  be  indemnified  I  T 
British  Troops  can  never  excuse  their  Barbarities.  They  were  v 
provok'd.  The  Loyalists  may  say  in  excuse  of  theirs,  that  th 
I  were  exasperated  by  the  loss  of  their  Estates,  and  it  was  Reyen| 

f  They  have  then  had  their  Revenge.    It  is  right  they  should  hi 

j  both? 

\:  Some  of  those  people  may  have  a  merit  with  regard  to  Britaii 

t  those  who  espoused  her  cause  from  affection ;  these  it  may  beeoi 

^'  you  to  reward.     But  there  are  many  of  them  who  were  Wavere 

i '  and  wore  only  determined  to  engage  in  it  by  some  occasional  drcu 

T  Stances  or  appearances;  these  have  not  much  of  either  merit 

h  demerit;  and  there  are  others  who  have  abundance  of  Demei 

I  respecting  your  Country,  having  by  their  Falsehoods  ft  Misreprew 

.^  •  tations  brought  on  &  encourag^  the  continuance  of  the  War.  Thi 

instead  of  being  recompenced  should  be  punished. 
I  It  is  usual  among  Christian  people  at  War  to  profess  always 

^^^^  Desire  of  peace.    But  if  the  Mini;itcrs  of  one  of  th  j  parties  ehv 
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to  insist  particularly  on  a  certain  Article  which  they  haye  known 
the  others  are  not  and  cannot  be  emfKrirerod  to  agree  to,  what  Credit 
can  they  expect  should  be  given  to  such  professions. 

Your  Ministers  require  that  we  should  receiye  again  into  our 
bosom  those  who  have  been  our  bitterest  Enemies^  and  restore  their 
Properties  who  have  destroyed  ours:  and  this  while  the  wounds 
they  have  given  us  are  still  bleeding.  It  is  many  years  since  your 
Nation  expelled  the  Stuarts  &  thdr  Advocates,  and  confiscated  their 
Estates,  much  of  vour  resentment  against  them  may  by  this  time 
be  abated.  Yet  if  we  should  propose  it  &  insist  on  it  as  au-  Article 
of  our  Treaty  with  you,  that  that  family  should  be  recalled  and  tlie 
forfeited  Estates  of  its  Friends  restored,  would  you  think  us  serioua 
in  our  professions  of  earnestly  desiring  peace  ? 

I  must  repeat  my  .opinion,  that  it  is  best  for  you  to  drop  all  men- 
tion of  the  Refugees.  We  have  proposed  indeed  nothing  but  what 
we  think  best  for  you  as  well  as  ourselves.  But  it  you  will  have 
them  mentioned,  let  it  be  in  an  Article  which  may  provide  thftt  they 
shall  exhibit  accounts  of  their  losses, ^to  Commissioners  hereafier  to 
be  appointed,  who -shall  examine  the*  same,  together  with  the  Ac- 
counts now  preparing  in  America  of  the  Damages  done  by  them ; 
and  state  the  Account,  and  that  if  a  Baliance  appear  in  their  favour 
it  shall  be  paid  by  us  to  yon,  and  by  you  divided  among  them  as 
you  shall  think  proper.  And  if  the  Baliance  is  found  due  to  us,  it 
shall  be  paid  by  you. 

Give  me  leave  however  to  advise  you  to  prevent  the  Necessity  of 
80  dreadful  a  Discussion,  by  dropping  the  Article^  that  we  may  write 
to  America  and  stop  the  enquiry.'' 


John  DoifNAHiLii  to  Councii^1782. 

Fort  Pitt,  Decemb  1, 1782. 
The  Honourable,  The  Executive  Oounciil, 

Gentlemen  I  am  under  the  disagreeable  Neoessity  of  Letting  you 
know  that  the  3  Companeys  that  I  have  the  Honour  to  be  Pay- 
master for,  is  in  great  Distress  for  want  of  Cash,  and  1  am  Required 
by  the  Officers  to  write  to  you  to  know  weather  I  can  gett  Cash  for 
them  by  Coming  to  Philadelphia,  if  I  can  I  shall  bo  verry  Happy  if 
you  would  Please  to  send  me  an  Answer,  Letting  me  know  what 
Time  I  shall  come  down. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

y'  most  OV  & 

most  H'ble  Serv* 

JOHN  DONNAHILL. 

Dtrededf 

The  Governor  of  the  Hotiourable  the  Executive  Counoill,  Phila^ 
delphia. 
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COMMiaSIOHEBS   iQB,  DEFENCE   OF  DbLAWABB,    1783. 

To  the  HoDoimible  the  Supreme  EzecutiTe  CoanoU  of  the  Stili 
PeQnsjlyiaia. 

Wo  the  CofiimiBBioiierA  appointed  to  procure  &od  equip  tn  ftr 
meat  for  guarding  &  defeadiog  tbe  iiavigatioii  of  the  Baj  &  Bl 
Pelaware,  most  Respectfully  beg  I^ai?e  to  Bepresept^^ 

That  the  OfmUe  of  the  State  Ship  Hyder  Ally  la  now  cxpfr 
and  in  our  oppinion  the  Season  too  for  adraooea  to  attempt  fitt 
her  ont  tgaiDj  50  aa  to  enable  her  to  render  any  Servioea  before 
next  spring.  We  are  of  opptnion  That  m  Vessel  of  a  more  auita 
eon&tructioa  for  the  defenee  aforesaid  may  be  Built  id  the  oo^rac 
the  Winter.  And  to  enable  ns  to  procure  eneh  a  Vweel,  thlnl 
WonM  he  adTiaeable  to  dispose  of  the  Hjder  AUy^  provided  i 
wood  sell  for  a  Price  equal  or  near  her  Value,  and  therefore  P; 
The  Hon^>*  Oonneil  woud  be  pleased  to  grant  ni  permisaion  for 
sale  of  the  said  ship. 

We  also  beg  leave  to  Kcpresent  that  agreeable  to  penntssioii 
tainedj  we  have  now  nearly  equiped  an  Armed  Schooner  for 
purpose  of  Delendiug  the  Bay  &  River  Trade,  and  beg  Leave 
recommend  John  Snyder,  aa  a  Pereon  b  our  oppintou  well  qualil 
for  the  Command  of  her-     Therefore  request  The  IIou^'*  The  Coi 
cil  will  he  pleased  to  appoint  and  Commission  him  for  that  purpc 
We  are  with  all  due  Respect, 
The  CouQoirs 

most  H'ble  Scrv% 

JN-  PATTON,  1 

«.  FRAN*  GURNET,        t  Com- 

WILl>  ALLIBONE,*  j 
Philad%  3*  Dec^,  17S2. 
Indorsed^ 

Representation  from  CommissioDers  for  river  defence. 
Read  in  Counoil,  Dec  5th,  1782. 

John  Snyder  appointed  to  command  of  the  schooner,  and  pern 
aion  to  sell  the  Hyder  Ally,  as  proposed. 

T.  M. 


Phancis  Hopkikson  to  CoxJircri^  1782. 

Gentlemen : 

I  enclose  for  your  Inspection  a  certified  amount  of  Fees  reeeii 
by  me  as  Judge  of  the  Admiralty  from  the  IS*"*  of  Sep^  to  the  1 
of  this  Instant  Deo%  amounting  to  X4$, 

•  See  CoL  Eeo.,  Vol.  XIII ,  ^  4i5. 
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I  Tony  jonr  Honinin  would  grant  me  a  warrant  on  the  Treasury 
for  £50  on  account  of  salary,  according  to  Custom,  k  in  conformity 
to  the  vote  of  the  Hon^**  House  of  Assembly  passed  the  13  of 
March  last 
/I  haye  the  Honour  to  be, 

QentlemeUy 

your  most  respectful 

&  obedient  humble  serv*, 

FJEIAS.  HOPKINSON. 
Philad.,  Dec.  14*^  1782. 
Directed^ 

His  Bzeelltncrjr,  The  Piesident  &  Honourable  The  Supreme 
Executive  CooaciL 


Fees  reoeiyed  by  the  Honourable  Francis  Hoplinson,  Esq"*,  Judge 
of  Court  of  Admiralty  of  Pennsylyania  between  the  13th  Day  of 
September  &  the  ISth  December,  1782. 
October  4th. — ^Agency  of  John'Wrlffht  Stanly  for  the  Crew^ 
of  the  Brig*^^  Cogdely  Cap.  Stephen  Tinker, 
as  to  their  Shares  in  the  Prize  Schooner 
Lea  Addzessis.  ^ 

November  8th.— J'ohn  Kemp,  qui  tarn,  vs.  Schooner  Lady 
Washington. 
John  Kemp,  qui  tam,  vs.  Sloop  Dove, 
^'  ^'  vs.  Sloop  JameS| 

Beoember  4dL —  '^  '^  vs.  Sloop  Chance, 

JiMnea  Summersj^  V8."A  nine  iieh  Gable, 


^£4  12 


12  10 

12  10 

6  12 

7    8 

8    8 

£46 
I  do  hereby  certify^  That  the  above  is  a  true  Account  of  all  Fees 
received  by  Uie  Honourable  The  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty 
aforesaid  fcletween  the  18th  Day  of  September  last  past  &  this  Day. 
JAl^ES  BEAD.  Register  of  s'  Court. 
Philadelphia,  December  14th,  1782. 


Majob^  James  Gordon  to  Pres.  Dickinson,  1782. 

Lancaster,  16  Deer.,  1782. 
Sir. 

I  beg  leave  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  in  the  Month  of  July 
k^  when  I  was  in  the  Jerseys  attending  upon  Captain  Asgili,  the 
Btora^  which  eontained  Neoessaries  for  supplying  the  offieen  and 
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men  of  Lord  Cornwallis's  army  PriBonen  of  war  at  this  Plaoa^  «u 
Beized  upon  and  the  Oooda  taken  away  by  William  Uenrji  Ebq., 
the  Contents  of  which  store  was  sent  oat  from  New  York,  with  aa: 
Invoice  a  Duplicate  of  which  was  sent  to  General  WashingtoD,  who 
granted  his  Passports  for  the  Flag  and  under  that  Faith  was  brondit 
to  this  Place.  I  now  beg  the  favour  that  your  Excellency  will  be 
Pleased  to  make  enquiry  into  this  matter  and  I  have  no  doubt  but 
if  you  find  the  Case  as  I  have  represented  it,  to  your  Ezoellency 
you  will  immediately  Order  the  Goods  to  be  restored.  I  have  the 
Honor  to  be^ 

Sir,  your  Excellency's 

most  obed^  Hblo  servant, 

JAMES  GORDON, 

Major  80  Regt 
Indorsed, 

1782,  rcc*  Dec  17th,  From  Major  James  Gordon  of  80«*  British 
reg*.  Read  in  Council  20*^  Detf  and  Ordered,  That  the  Sec^  write 
to  William  Henry,  Esq'  of  Lancaster  requesting  him  to  iofonn 
Council  of  the  circumstances  of  the  seizure  within  mentioned. 


Gek.  Washington  to  Pbbs.  Dickinson,  1782. 

Head  Quarters,  Newborg, 

De<fl6«S1782. 
Sir, 

Agreeably  to  the  promise  contained  in  my  Letter  of  the  6th  to 
your  Excellency,  I  immediately  iuade  application  to  Sir  Gnj 
Carleton  for  the  Pagsport  you  requested  which  he  made  no  hesita- 
tion in  forwarding  with  a  very  polite  Letter  to  me ;  and  which  I 
have  now  the  pleasure  of  enclosing. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Sir,  your  most  obed.  Serrt., 

G-  WASHINGTON. 
Directed^ 
His  Excellency,  John  Dickinson,  Esqr. 


EzERiEL  Robins  to  Pres.  Dickinson,  1782. 

New  York,  December  17*th,  1782. 
Gentlemen, 

I  had  the  Honour  of  receiving  your  Letters  of  Novr.  2()th 
address"^  by  his  Excellency  the  President  which  was  handed  me  the 
12th  Inst  by  Major  Beokwith  A.  D.  C.  to  Sir  Guy  Carltoo,  who 
requested  an  answer  respecting  my  accepting  of  your  proposals. 
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wbich  was  delivered  him  the  eneuing  Day,  agreeable  to  request  I 
wouM  now  wifk  to  aoquaint  you,  that  I  am  wiUing,  tad  nhM  uvder- 
take  to  Condaot  yoar  boslDess,  in  taking  charge  of  any  supplies 
which  may  be  sent  from  yon,  for  the  relief  of  the  Citizens  of  your 
state  who  are  now  amongst  the  Marine  Prisoners  in  this  Port,  and 
in  dbtribnting  the  same  to  the  said  persons  agreeable  to  yoar 
advice,  as  the  Inclemency  of  the  season  is  fast  approaching,  and 
perhaps  the  Supplies  may  not  arrive  as  soon  as  neeafollf  on  wbich 
account  the  Prisoners  must  suffer,  as  they  are  much  in  want  of 
Cloathin^,  I  thought  il  advisable  to  purchase  a  Quantity  of  Blfnketa . 
and  comfortable  Cloatbing,  &c.,  &c.,  for  their  present  relief.  I 
hope  that  my  Conduct  in  this  Instant  may  meet  with  your  appro- 
bation. 

I  am  with  due  respect 

your  very  hambl.  Servant, 

EZBEIEL  ROBINS. 
Directed^ 

His  Excelfency,  Jn*  Dickinson,  Esquire,  President  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive Council  of  Pensilvania. 
Indorsed, 

Bead  in  Council  Deer.  26, 1782. 


Lord  SiiBLisra  to  Chas.  Stbwart^  Esq.,  1782. 

Albany,  Decemb'  19th,  1782. 
At  noon. 
Dear  Sir,. 

Your  favour  of  the  13th  I  reoeived  on  the  17tkrby  Mr.  Dunham ; 
the  Commissioners  have  given  the  busyness  all  the  dispatch  in  their 
power,  and  I  believe  wUl  enable  Mr.  Dunham  to  set  out  in  about 
two  hours.    I  now  return  to  yoff  the  three  papers  you  sent  me. 

I  thank  God  I  have  prety  well  recovered  my  health*  bo  Aw  as 
relates  to  the  Vile  Bilious  fever  I  was  Seised  with  about  five  months 
ago;  But  my  bowels  are  weak,  and  I  still  want  Strength;  the 
proper  medicine  is  not  to  be  had  at  this  place ;  good,  old,  Genuino 
Madeira  is  the  only  Cordial  I  stand  in  need  of^  and  I  wish  you  would 
Contrive  to  get  me  a  pipe  or  half  a  pipe  of  the  very  best  from  some  of 
your  friends  in  Philadelphia. 

With  great  Sincerity,  T  am. 

Tour  most  Humble  Servant^ 

STIRLING. 
Directed, 

Charles  Stewart,  Esq.,  New  Windsor. 
Sterling. 
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Wm.  BaADFORD,  Jb^  to  Pbbs.  DioKiNSoir,  1783. 

Aroh  Street^  Taeflday  efonfaig. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  pleasure  of  informiDg  your  Excellencj  tbat  tba  appli-> 
cation  to  Mr.  Morris  has  been  sucoessful,  and  the  monej  obtainedi 
altbo'  not  in  the  mode  proposed.  Mr.  Morris  was  good  enoQ^  to 
take  an  assignment  of  the  two  orders  in  mj  possession,  amoonting  . 
to  three  hundred  pounds,  and  to  advance  that  sum  to  me  for  the 
use  of  the  state.  The  additional  sum  of  Two  hundred  pounds  which 
your  Excellency  proposed  to  draw  for,  will  certainly  be  wanted 
when  the  Court  rises.  I  have  therefore  to  request  that  an  order 
for  that  sum  may  be  drawn  &  delivered  to  Mr.  Lc^,  who  will  have 
the  honor  of  waiting  on  you  with  this  Letter.  He  wiU  receive  the 
money  &  forward  it  to  me^  if  the  measure  should  be  agreeable  to 
Council. 

I  set  out  for  Trenton  early  in  the  morning  which  prevents  a  per- 
sonal application  on  this  subject. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obod*  servt., 

W-  BRADFORD,  Jun. 


S.  SlEBBKtT  TO  PrEB.   DICKINSON,  1782. 

Philadelphia,  20th  Dec.,  1782 
Sir. 

I  be^  leave  to  make  application  to  the  Honorable,  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council,  thro'  your  Excellency,,  for  copies  of  their  Acts, 
assigning  lands  for  the  use  and  support  o^  the  Univernty  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  to  request  that  the  same  may  be  exemplified  under  the 
State  seal,  as  it  is  the  design  of  the  l%stees  of  the  Institution  to  havw 
them  recorded  in  the  Rolls  office,  and  deposited  with  their  Treasurer 
for  greater  safety  &  security. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  great  veneration  and  respect. 

Your  Excellenoy's  obed*  &  very  hum.  Ser., 

S.  STERETT. 
Indorsed^ 

1782,  20th  DeccmV.      From  Samuel  Sterret,  Esq.     Read  in 
Ccnncily  'J3d  of  Dcc%  and  Ordered  That  Copies  of^  the  Acts  within 
mentioned  bo  made  out,  and  exemplified  in  the  manner  within  men- 
tioned. 
Directed, 

Uis  Excellency,  John  Dickinson,  Esq.,  President,  &c.,  of  Penn- 
sylvania. 
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JoBH  Nicholson  to  Pki&  Dickinson,  1782. 

Conpt  General's  officoi  Deo.  2l8ty  1782. 
Sir» 

Tbe  iQin  of  Honey  which  I  ree*  for  the  Contingent  ezpenoes  of 
this  Oftee,  in  Coaseqnenee  of  the  Order  of  yovr  Hon'ble  Bosid  on 
the  Treeenfer  in  my  fiiror,  did  not  cover  all  the  purposes  which 
wer0  necessary  and  for  which  I  applied.  I  am  therefore  neoessilated 
to  request  an  Order  for  the  farther  snm  of  ten  pounds  specie  for  the 
purposes  afcies*. 

The  State  money  I  rec*  for  paying  one  third  of  DepiectaUon 
Certificates  is  entinly  expended,  I  beg  leave  to  request  an  Order 
likewise  for  the  sum  <n  five  hundred  poundS|  state  money  on  account 
I  am,  with  very  Oreat  respe^ 
•    .  Tonr  Ezcelly's  most  obed.. 

Very  Humble  Servant, 

JN-  NICHOLSON. 
Directed,  * 

His  Exceiry,  The  preaid*  of  Council,  present 


N,  JoNBS  TO  Pbbs.  Dickinson,  1782. 

Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  inclose  your  Excellency  Copies  of  two 
Indian  deeds  which  Mr.  Osborne  directed  to  be  made  out — the  fees 
with  sundry  searches  amount  to  15s. — as  this  is  a  perquisite  which 
Mr.  Morris  allows  me,  I  request  your  Excellency  will  direct  sn 
Order  to  be  drawn  in  my  favour.  As  the  making  the  Indian  marks 
was  attended  with  some  extraordinary  Trouble  if  any  thing  should 
be  allowed  extraordinary  for  it,  \^  will  be  gratefully  accepted. 
I  have  the  Honour  to  be 

y  Ex'  mo*  obed.  Servant, 

N«  JONES. 
JXrecUdf 
Uis  Excellency,  The  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


P&ES.  Dickinson  to  Ezeeibl  Robins,  1782. 

In  Council,  Philadolphia^  December  27,  1782. 
Sir,, 

Your  lettet  of  the  17th  instant*  has  been  read  in  Council,  and  I 
have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  the  Couucil  spprove  of  the  pur- 
chflLse  which  you  have  made  of  a  quantity  of  blankets  and  doathin^ 

*  See  page  674* 
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for  tlie  present  relief  of  the  marino  prisonen,  cidiens  of  Pennsjlv*- 
Dia,  on  board  the  prison  ship  in  the  harbour  of  New  'f'oik*    ' 

This  will  be  handed  to  you  by  Captain  Kemp,  who  oommanda  the 
Flagg  sloop  Cohansy,  &  who  will  deliver  to  you  his  Carso,  oonaisting 
of  two  hundred  barrels  of  Flcur,  and  one  hundred  boshela  of  Pola> 
toes.  The  dunnage  you  will  re^selre  from  Gapt.  Kemp  and  tpt>lj  it 
ai  fire  wood  in  the  manner  moat  ad? antageonir  to  tlie  priaontis. 

Ton  will  please  to  sell  one  hundred  &  fifty  bairelt  of  the  Ploiir 
for  the  best  prio^  yoa  oan  obtain^  and  apply  the  proeeaai  in  ptjiiig 
fbr  the  oloathing  already  parchaaed,  proeunng  aueh  fnrtlMr  anpplies 
as  the  above  deseribed  prisoners  stand  in  need  of,  and  ni  MitaMe 
aappliea  of  neoessaries  for  such  of  them  as  may  be  aiek  ot  board  the 
Hospital  ship.  The  remaining  fifty  barrels  of  Floor  to  be  deliTwed 
to  the  prisoners  at  the  rate  of  four  pounds  per  man  w^dtly,  eitkr 
baked  or  unbaked,  at  their  option.  The  Potatoes  Co  be  delivered  to 
them  in  such  quantities  &  at  such  times  as  yoa  in  your  discration 
may  think  most  proper. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  receive  from  you  from  time  to  time  an  account 
of  your  proceedings  in  this  business,  and  am  with  due  regard  & 
esteem. 

Sir  your  most  obed*  Servant. 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 

P.  S.     The  inclosed  list  of  prisoners  has  been  handod  to  the 
Council,  &  may  assist  you  in  your  endeavours  to  determine   who 
among  the  marine  prisoners  are  citizens  of  Pennsylvania^  altho'  the 
Council  cannot  judge  of  its  authenticity. 
JDirectedf 

To  Mr.  Ezekiel  Bobins,  at  New  Yttk. 


John  Nicholson  to  Prks.  Dickinson,  1T82. 

Compt'  General's  Office,  Dec  31st,  1782. 
Sir, 

The  sum  of  State  money  which  I  last  received  in  conseqnenee  of 
the  Orders  of  your  Honble  Board  is  now  entirely  expended  wnd 
there  are  current  demands  which  makes  it  necessary  to  request  an 
Order  for  the  further  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds^  to  be  applied  to 
like  purposes. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  very  great  respect, 

your  Excellency's 

most  Obed*  Servant, 

JN-  NICHOLSON. 
JDirectecff 
Uis  Ezcellcnoy;  John  Diokinsoni  President. 
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Papebs  RKLATiura  TO  CoiTNECTicuT  Olaim,  fto.,  1782. 

[The  followhig  iinml>ered  ppen,  all  relate  to  the  OotinectioQl 
elaim  and  trial,  which  (though  some  of  them  are  of  dates  prior  to 
those  prcoeding  them,)  it  haa  been  thought  be«t  to  print  in  oon^^' 
nection.] 

No.  1. 

After  several  preVfons  ineetinga,  The  Agents  all  met  on  the  20<* 
of  April,  1782,  at  Mr.  Bradford^ii  and  framed  the  fdlowiog  list  of 
Names  for  consideration,  pre]parat<vy  to  the  Obooiing  irf  Jmigm, 
(Tia.:) 


Mr.  Langdon, 
Mr.  Whipple. 
l)r.  Thornton, 
Mr.  Holton, 
Mr.  F.  Kussell, 
Mr.  Bowcdoin, 
Oen»  Ward, 
Mr.  T'y  Edwards. 
Mr.  H'y  Ward, 
Mr.  GtNrnell, 
Gen'I  Qreen. 
Oen'l  M'Dongle, 
Mr.  Benson, 
Mr.  Habher^ 
Mr.  Wikam, 
D.  M'Knight 
Mr.  Brearlej, 
Mr.  Boadinot^ 
Mr.  W.  Patterson, 
Mr.  Elimer, 
Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  J.  Stephens, 
Mr.  Freelinghousei, 
Mr.  W.  a  Hoostoii. 
Mr.  Bryan, 
Mr.  Aroh*  M'Lane, 
Mr.  Rittenhoose, 
Mr.  Yeats. 
Mr.  C.  Rodney, 
Mr.  Killing, 
Mr.  Yandike, 
Mr.  F.  Rodney," 
Mr.  Patterson. 


h 


Mai^ 


Iri. 


n.t: 


N.J. 


Penns* 


Mr.  J.  Henry, 
Mr.  T.  Johnson, 
Mr.  Rodgers, 
Mr.  Paca,» 
Mr.  Carroll,  of  O, 
Mr.  Stoddard. 
Mr.  Jefferson, 
Mr.  Braxton, 
Clen'l  Nellson, 
Colo.  Omson, 
Colo.  Spotwood, 
Mr.  Banister,       ' 
Mr.  C.  Griffin, 
Mr.  S.  Griffin. 
Mr.  Johnson, 
Mr.  Hill 
Mr.  Sharp, 
Mr.  Caswell, 
Oen'l  Howe. 
Mr.  Bee, 
Colo.  Lawrence, 
Mr.  Crupps, 
Mr.  Ferguson, 
Mr.  Gadsden. 
Mr.  Walton, 
Gen'l  Elbert, 
Gen'l  M'Intosh. 
Gkn'l  Spencer, 
Mr.  Wsdsworth, 
Mr.  Shaw. 


M* 


V. 


N.  C. 


^S.C. 


^Conn^ 
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It  wft8  also  proposed  to  consider  of  some  mode  of  procaring  the 
neQessary  Teetimony,  and  to  investigate  the  Names  proposed,  and  to 
make  such  additions  as  each  in  the  Course  of  their  inquiries  shall 
deem  proper.    £ach  of  the  Agents  was  furnished  with  a  list 

From  this  time  to  the  21'*  of  Jane,  we  had  six  different  meetings  ;, 
we  reo*  the  following  resolye  of  Coancil|  (Vis. :) 

InCoancili  Philad%  Jane  21«<^  1782.     ' 
On  Consideration,  Ordered, 

That  the  Agents  of  the  State  appointed  to  Gondact  the  Gaose  now 
pending  before  Congress,  between  this  State  and  the  Sutte  of  Gon- 
neotievt,  be  instructed  to  use  their  utmost  endeavours  to  bring  the 
same  to  issue  as  soon  as  possible,  oonsistent  with  the  interest  of  the 
Stote.      . 

Extract  from  the  Minntes, 

TY  MATLACK,  Sec'y. 

The  Agents  of  Pennsylvania  appointed  to  Conduct  the  Cause  now 
pending  before  Congress,  &e. 

We  prepared  Credentials  and  laid  them  before  Conncil  for  their 
approbation. — On  the  22*  we  met,  and  received  our  Credentials  from 
Council,*  signed  by  the  President  and  Sealed  with  the  Great  Seal. 

No.  2 — Commission. 

In  (he  Name  and  hjf  the  Authority  of  the  Freemen  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of   PsNNSTLYANiA.      His  Ex'cy  William  '  Moore, 
Esq%  Pres'  of  The  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Said 
Commonwealth, 
To  William  Bradford,  Esquire,  Attorney  General  of  the  said 

Commonwealth  ;  Joseph  Reed,  James  Wiilson,  Jonathan  Dickinson 

Sergeant,  and  Henry  Osborne,  Esquires. 

We,  reposing  especial  Trust  and  Confidence  in  your  prudence, 
Integrity  and  Abilities,  Do,  by  these  presents,  Constitute  and  appoint 

Jou,  the  said  William  Bradford,  Joseph  Reed,  James  Wiilson  and 
.  D.  Sergeant,  to  be  our  Counsellors  and  Agents,  and  yoa  the  said 
Henry  Osborne,  to  be  our  Solicitor  in  the  Cause  now  pending  before 
The  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  Assembled,  between 
the  said  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut— ^^Hereby  ratifying  and  Confirming  whatsoever  you.  Our 
said  Counsellors,  Agents  and  Solicitor  shall  Lawfully  do,  or  cause 
to  be  done,  touching  or  Concerning  the  said  Cause  between  the  said 
States  of  Pennsylvania  and  Connecticut. 

Given  by  Order  of  the  Council,  and  the  hand  of- 

Enquire,  President,  and  the  Seal  of  the  State,  at  Philadelphia,  this 
-^ — Day  .of  June,  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  One  Thousand  Seven 
Hundred  Eighty  and  Two.f 
Attest. 

*  See  Col.  ttec.,  Vol.  Xm.,  p.  818. 

f  The  foregoing  is  from  the  rongh  dranght. 
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On  the  24%  we  met  at  Gen^  Reed's,  and  from  that  proceeded  to 
GoDgreeSi  and  being  admitted;  &e ,  the  following  appears  on  their 
Joamalsi  Vic.  i* 

We  attended  daily  at  Congress  from  the  24th  Jnne  to  the  Jst 
July,  when  finding  the  members  generally  averse  to  proceed  nntil 
the  return  of  Mr.  Root,  we  thought  it  most  prudent  to  request  our 
delegates  to  let  the  matter  remain  the  Order  of  the  Day  until  Mr. 
Root's  return,  or  it  appeared  ha  would  not  return  in  a  reasonable 
time. 

It  being  hinted  that  onr  Oredeotialfl  were  joint,  and  that  all  the 
Agents  must  be  present  in  order  to  act  under  them.  It  was  agreed 
to  prepare  New  Credentials  to  avoid  altercation  or  unnecessary  delay, 
which  being  done  we  laid  them  before  The  Council. 

July  15th. — Mr.  Root  having  retonied  to  Congress,  we  agreed  to 
attend  Congress  to  morrow  morning  in  order  to  have  the  bosinesa 
brought  on. 

16th.— We  attended,  >nd  being  admitted  to  Congress,  the  follow* 
ing  appears  on  their  Jonmahi,  (to  wit.)f 

We  requested  liberty  from  the  Council  to  examine  the  Minntea 
of  the  Council  before  the  Revolution,  which  we  obtained* 

Mr.  Osborne  was  directed  to  examine  them  and  to^take  Notee  of 
inch  parts  as  he  may  think  Necessary  in  the  Cause. 

Some  of  the  Agents  being  Necessarily  out  of  town,  we  did  not  all 
meet  until  the  28d,  at  Mr.  Bradford's,  where  it  was  agreed  to  pro- 
pose a  meeting  with  the  Agents  for  Connecticut,  agreeable  to  which 
we  wrote  them  the  following  Letter* 


No.  3. — H.  OSBOBNI  TO  CONMIOnCUT  AOXNT^S. 

Pbilad*,  July  23d,  1782. 
Gentlemen, 

Our  desire  to  carry  into  effect  the  last  resolution  of  Congress, 
whereby  the  Agents  for  Pennsylvania  and  Conneotiont  are  directed 
to  appoint  by  joint  consent  Commissioners  or  Judges  to  constitute  a 
Court  for  hearing  &  determining  the  Controversy  now  depending 
between  them,  induces  us  to  request  a  Conference  with  you  on  that 
subject  to-morrow  at  9  o'clock  A.  M.,  at  Mr.  Reed's,  in  Market 
street,  or  if  that  should  be  inconvenient,  that  you  will  please  to 
Name  a  place  and  time  more  agreeable  for  that  purpose. 
By  order  of  the  Ag**  for  Penn8% 

H.  OSBORNE, 

S->'  &  Ag*. 
To  the  Honble  E.  Dyer  &  J.  Root,  Esq»,  &c. 

*  See  p.  568  of  this  Vol. 

t  See  page  .582,  of  this  Yohraie. 
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July  24, 1782,  9  o'Clook  A.  M. 
We  met  the  Agents  of  Connecticut  at  Gen'  Keed'B  and 
several  Verbal  proposals  to  them  respecting  the  mode  of  appoint- 
ing the  Judges,  none  of  which  would  they  agree  to,  in  consequence 
of  which  we  agreed  to  meet  the  Agents  of  Connecticut  on  Friday 
mor'  next,  at  Mr.  Wilson's^  and  in  the  moan  time  wrote  them  the 
following  letter,  yiz. : 


No.  4.— H.  OsBORNX  TO  Connecticut  Agxnti. 

Philad*,  24th  July,  1762. 
Gent», 

'  For  the  sake  of  precision  we  have  ooneluded  to  redtioe  oar  profo- 
i^itieii  we  made  this  morning,  to  Writing.  And  In  order  that  W6 
may  establish  a  Mode  of  proceeding  in  the  Business  which  is  reoom* 
mended  to  us  by  Congress  of  appointing  by  joint  consent  Commis- 
sioners or  Judges  to  constitute  a  Court  for  hearing  the  matter 
in  Question  betweeA  PennsylTania  &  Conneotiout  agreeably  to  the 
Ninth  Article  of  the  Confederatloin : — ^it  is  proposed  by  tbe  Agents 
for  PeUBsylvatfia  to  the  Agents  of  Conneotiout,  that  the  Numlwr  of 
Commissioners  be  Seven,  Five  to  be  a  Quorum,  that  we  shall 
mutually  furnish  to  each  other  Lists  of  Names  containing  double 
the  Number  that  is  to  be  finnUy  agreed  upon  ;-^that  such  Names  as 
shall  be  found  in  both  Lists  shdl  stand  as  part  of  the  Judges,  and 
if  there  shall  not  be  as  many  as  are  necessary,  that  we  then  proceed 
to  some  further  mode  of  Com  pleating  the  Number  proposed.  But 
if  it  should  happen  that  there  shall  be  more  than  Seven  Names  in 
both  lists,  they  be  reduced  to  that  Number  by  a  Ballot.  It  is  also 
proposed  that  if  any  objection  should  afterwards  arise  to  either  of 
the  said  Commissioners  from  a  Discovery  of  Interest,  Prejudication 
or  the  like,  the  same  be  made  known  to  the  adverse  party,  and  if 
agreed  to,  such  Comm'*  be  withdrawn  and  another  appointed  in  his 
stead,  but^if  any  dispute  arise  touching  the  Validity  of  the  Objec- 
tion, it  be  referred  to  the  Determination  of  Congress. 

We  shall  be  glad  to  be  favoured  with  your  Answer  to  the  Above 

in  Writing  at  or  before  our  proposed  meeting  on  Friday,  and  in  the 

mean  time  are  ready  to  receive  and  consider  any  proposit*  on  your 

part  for  carryhig  the  above  recited  resolution  of  Congress  into  Effect. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be, 

Genf,  your  Ob*  Hb>*  Serv*, 

H.  OSBORNE,  Solicitor, 

&  Agent  for  Penns*. 

By  Order  of  the  Agents  for  Penn*. 

To  The  HonV  E.  Dyer  &  J.  Boot,  Esqrs. 
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July  25th. — We  rec*  from  tbe  Agents  for  Connecticut;  the  follow- 
ing letter^  vis : 


No.  5. — CoNNSoncuT  Agents  to  Pennstlyania  Combi^bs. 

Pha%  July  26th,  1782. 
Gentlemeiii 

Tonir  fkTOQr  of  the  24th|  propoeing  t  method  for  tgreeing  on' 
Judges  in  the  Case  between  Penvjlyftnia  &  Conneeticnt  has  been 
dnly  ree*  &  attended  to,  and  on  Considering  it  we  are  led  to  think 
that  the  method  proposed  will  be  inadequate  to  the  object  in  view, 
for  it  may  happen  that  no  one  name  will  be  found  in  both  lists,  and 
yery  unlikelv  that  the  whole  number  proposed  will — ^in  either  case  we 
are  left  at  large  to  devise  some  other  Method  for  appoindng  tbe 
whole  -or  a  part,  as  the  Case  may  be — berides  wo  doubt  whether 
Congress  can  with  propriety  jlidse  between  us  in  the  Case  you  men- 
tion, where  a  Commissioner  shall  be  found  in  both  Hsts  &  lAerwards 
be  Objected  to  on  aoc*  of  Interest,  &c. 

We  are  inclined  to  think  that  this  business  may  be  better  effected 
ft  with  more  Satisfoction  to  the  Concerned  in  tbe  following 
manner,  which. we  take  the  liberty  to  propose  for  your  Considera- 
tion.— That  the  Agents  for  Pennsylvania  &  Connecticut  alternately 
nominate  a  person  to  be  approved  or  dissented  to  by  the  other  party, 
ft  so  to  proceed  untall  we  shall  have  agreed  upon  the  number  pro- 
posed, or  shall  find  it  to  be  impracticable, — Or  that  the  agents  of  s' 
States  each  make  out  a  list  of  persons  to  the  number  of  Seven,  whom 
they  would  have  to  be  Judges,  ft  exchange  the  same  with  eaclx  other 
for  approbation  or  dissent  in  part  or  in  whole — in  either  of  these 
ways  no  person  will  be  appointed  a  Judge  without  the  full  Concur- 
rence of  both  the  parties — ^further  it  apoears  to  us  most  probable 
lihat  after  attempting  every  other  method  this  must  be  ultimately 
resorted  to  as  the  only  way  of  Compleating  this  bumoess,  but  as  we 
expect  a  Conference  to  morrow  morning,  according  to  appointment, 
we  shall  then  attend  and  Indeavor  to  agree  in  a  method  to  proceed 
in  y*  business. 

We  are  with  much  Bespect,    . 

your  most  obed^  humble  Servants; 


ELIPH*  DYER,)  .^  .   -    p^„  . 
JBSBB  ROOT.   I  ^8«^**  farCann\ 


DireeUdf    Wm.  Bradford,  Joseph  Beed|  James  Wilac^u^  &A.^^%xfip^ 
Agents  for  Pensylvania. 
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We  then  prepared  a  list  of  14,  Yia.  i 

Judffe  Hobbarty 
GenT.  McDoagle, 
C.  J.  Brearly, 
M^  HostoDy 
Mr.  Horablower. 
0.  J.  Killing, 
Mr.  Yandike, 


Mr.  O.  Reed, 
Mr.  J.  Johnson, 
Mr.  Pacca, 
Mr.  Stone, 
Mr.  Carroll,  of  C, 
Colo.  Gtayaon, 
Mr.  C.  Griffin. 


July  26tb. — We  met  the  Agents  for  Connecticut  at  Mr.  Wilson's 
and  finding  our  written  proposals  rejected,  it  was  mutually  agree^- 
that  each  party  should  nominate  seven  persons  and  ooosider  of  that 
nomination  until  next  Monday  Evening,  when  Each  should  declare 
how  many  of  the  other  list  they  would  agree  to  as  Judges,  and  that 
the  Nsmes  in  both  lists  should  be  li^^t  secret  We  then  Nominated 
on  both  sides  as  follows : 


Pennstlyania. 

Gov.  ThoB.  Johnson,  Md., 
Genl.  McDougle,  N.  ¥., 
0.  Justice  Brearly,  N.  J., 
Colo.  Greeson,  Y., 
G.  Justice  Killing,  D., 
W.  C.  Huston,  N.  J., 
M'  Carroll,  of  Csrrolton,  Md. 


CONNIOTICITT. 

Oovr.  Butledge,  S.  C, 
GenL  Whipple,  N.  H., 
Wm.  Bradford,  B.  I., 
Jndffe  Sergeant,  Mass., 
GenT.  Howe,  N.  C, 
Govt.  Jeffiarson,  Y., 
Wm.  EUery,  B.  I. 


Agreed  to  meet  on  Monday  Ev«,  at  Mr.  Reed's,  6  o'clock. 
July  29th.— Met  the  Agents  for  C*  at  Mr  Seed's. 


Penns*  agrees  to  two  of  their 
fist  for  Judges,  viz. : 
Govr.  Rutledee, 
Genl.  Whipple. 


Conn*  agrees  to  two  of  our  list 
for  Judges,  via. : 
Mr.  Huston, 
Mr.  Brearley. 


And  not  agreeing  to  any  others  in  the  lists,  we  proposed  an  addi- 
tion to  each  list  of  ^yq  Names^  which  when  made  and  exchanged 
was  as  follows,  via. : 


Penns*. 
Mr.  Paca,  Md., 
Mr.  Yandike,  J)., 
Mr.  C.  Griffin,  Y., 
D.  Ramsey,  S.  C, 
Mr.  G.  Walton,  G- 


Conn*. 
Judge  Sewell,  Mass., 
Mr.  Strong,  D., 
Mr.  Hy.  Ward,  B.  I., 
Mr.  Jones,  Y., 
Mr.  G.  With,  D. 


Aug*  2nd.— We  wrote  the  following  Note  to  the  Agents  for 
Conncc*. 
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No.  6. — ^H.  OsBOBini  to  AossftB  o»  ComnoncirF. 

Philad*,  2Dd  Aug*,  1782. 
Genf, 

1  am  Direoted  by  the  AgenU  for  Peqos*  to  reqvesk  t  meetiiig 
with  yon  tbU  eYeDiD|^  at  seven  o'clock,  at  Mr.  Wilson'gi  in  Order  tOr 
take  the  additioDal  list  of  Names  iQtp  Consideratioii. 
I  have  the  Hon',  to  be,  &o., 

H.  OSBORNB, 

Sol'  &  Agi  for  PennflF. 
Directed^ 
To  the  Ag*"  for  Gonnee*. 


Agreeable  to  which  we  met  at  Mr.  Wilson's. 

FennflP  agrees  to  |  Conn*  ^gnM  to 

Mr.  Joseph  Jones  aa  one  Mr.  G.  Gri£i  as  one  of  the 

of  the  Judges.  I  Judges. 

Then  Mr.  Bandaini  Mafls.|  GenL  NellsoUj  and  GenL  Green  was 
Nominated. 

After  the  Agents  of  Copn*  were  gone  we  considered  the  appoint- 
ment of  Judges  to  be  a  matter  ox  the  greatest  Consequence,  and 
thought  it  our  duty  to  Consult  the  Council  and  oiir  Deleffates  to 
Congress  on  the  subject^  and  agreed  to  meet  next  daj  at  the  State 
house. 


No.  7— CONFXBXNOI  WITH  CouiVOILi  &0. 

8d  Aug*,  1782. 

At  a  Conference  with  the  Council  and  oar  Delegates  in  Congress 
present.  *  \ 

ThePrcsid*,^ 
D' Gardner,  I 

M' Bayard, 
M^Levan.    J 


and  all  the  Agents. 


We  produced  the  lists  afors*  and  asked  the  opin«  of  the  Gent* 
present  if  it  was  proper  to  agree  with  the  Agents  of  Conn*  on  that 
list  when  no  gent*  from  the  States  of  N.   York,  Delaware  or 
*  See  CoL  Reo,,  Vol.  XHI.,  p.  842. 
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Maryland  are  in  the  same,  and  it  was  their  Opinion  they  onghty  as 
they  could  ezdode  those  States  by  Striking,  it  was  also  these  gen* 
opinion  we  onsht  to  agree  to  the  present  list  rather  than  mn  the 
risqoe  of  striking  before  Congress — it  was  also  recommended  to  us 
to  agree  to  Oen'l  Greene,  as  the  7th  Judge.'*' 

The  we  met  the  Connecticut  Agents  tft  Mr.  Ser^nt's, 

Wh6n  Oen'l  Greene  was  agreed  to  by  both  parties — we  appointed  to 
meet  again  at  Mr.  Bradford's,  on  the  in  Order  to 

prepare  and  sign  our  report  of  the  Judges  to  Congress. 

The  we  met  according  to  appointment  at  Mr.  Bradford's 

proposed  and  Signed  a  representation  in  the  words  following,  yis. 

No.  8 — Agents  of  Pjenn'a  &  Conn.  tpC/Oncirbss. 

To  the  honorable  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

We  the'  tinderwritten.  Agents  on  the  part  of  the  Common  wealth 
of  Pennsylvania  &  of  the  State  of  Connecticut  do  humbly  certify 
that  in  pursuance  of  the  Resolution  of  Congress  bearing  bate  the 
Day  of  last  we  have  met  &  conferred  together,  & 

by  joint  Consent  haTO  appointed  the  following  Gentlemen  as  Com- 
missioners to  constitute  a  Court  for  hearing  &  determining  the 
Matter  in  question  fietween  the  s*  States,  that  is  to  say  the  hon^** 
William  Whipple,  Esq',  of  New  Hamshier,  the  hon^*  Major  General 
Nathaniel  Greene,  Esqr,  of  Rhode  Island,  the  hon^^  David  Brearley 
&  William  Churchill  Houston,  Esa?/of  New  Jersey,  the  hon^*«  Cyrus 
Griffin  &  Joseph  Jones,  Esq",  of  Virginia  &  the  hon^'*  John  Rutledge 
Esq',  of  South  Carolina,  any  five  or  more  of  whom  we  have  agreed, 
shall  constitute  a  Court  &  have  authority  to  proceed  &  determine  the 
Matters  in  difference  between  the  s*  States. 

At  the  same  time  we  beg  leave  most  humbly  to  request  that  Con- 
gress will  be  pleased  to  determine  how  much  shall  be  allowed  to  the 
s'  Commissioners  as  a  Compensation  for  their  Services  &  also  in 
what  Manner,  &  by  whom  they  shall  be  paid. 

Dated  the  Day  of  AugS  1782. 

Signed 
Wm.  Bradford,  Jr., 
EliphaletDyer,!     .    .^  ^^^  p^„  .      Joe,  Reed, 
Jeske  Rood:      }   ^«^-  '^'  °^^^ '    Jon.  D.  Sergeant, 

H.  Osborne. 

Which  report  was  delivered  to  our  delegate  to  be  by  them  pre- 
sented to  Congress  which  was  done  on  the  9th,  and  Congress 
appointed  a  Committee  consisting  of  Mr.  Scott,  Mr.  Madison  &  Mr. 
Witherspoon  to  report  on  the  same  on  the  14th  they  delivered  their 
report. 

*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XIIL,  p.  842.  f  From  a  rough  draft 
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14tb,  the  Agents  appointed  a  meeting  at  Gen'l  Bced's  to  be  on 
the  15th. 


No.  0— RiFOBT  or  THE  Committee  of  Congbesb. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  application  of  the 
agents  for  the  States  of  Conneoticat  &  Ponnsjivania  notifijing  to 
Congress  their  appointment  of  Commissioners  for  hearing  and 
determining  the  matter  in  question  between  the  said  States,  and 
requesting  Congress  to  determine  how  much  shall  be  allowed  to  the 
said  Commissioners  for  their  services  and  in  what  Manner  &  bj 
whpm  they  aball  be  paid,  Report  that  they  have  dnly  considered 
snob  parts  of  the  Articles  of  Confederation  of  these  United  States  as 
in  any  wise  respects  the  subject  matter  of  the  said  Notification. 
That  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  no  awardt  of  OoBt$  can  by 
the  Laws  of  the  Land  be  made  by  any  Judibatcnry  in  imy  cause 
whataoever  unless  provision  be  made  for  the  purpose  by  some  ex- 
press &  positive  Law. 

That  the  Articles  of  Confederation  are  intirely  silent  as  well  with 
respect  to  the  allowanoe  to  the  oommissioners  for  their  services  in  the 
prssent  case  as  to  the  parties  by  whom  &  the  manner  hi  which  the 
same  shall  be  paid,  which  allowance  as  well  as  all  other  necessary  Ez« 
pences  tho'  they  would  properly  between  private  parties  be  considered 
ai  Co$t  of  tuiij  yet  as  the  award  of  Costs  as  it  implies  not  only  a 
reoompepoe  of  injury  to  the  gaining  Party  but  also  a  Penalty  on  the 
losing  or  litigious  Rirty,  would  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  be 
inconsistent  with  the  dignity  of  Sovereign  independent  States. 

That  the  appointment  of  the  Commissioners  having  been  made  by 
Tohintary  Act  of  the  Parties  in  the  mode  prescribed  by  the  Articles 
of  Confederation,  The  Commissioners  may  lawfully  proceed  in 
the  execution  of  their  Trust  at  the  expences  of  one  of  the  Parties, 
if  the  other  Party  on  demand  made  should  neglect  or  refuse  to  make 
the  necessary  provision  on  their  Part  for  such  expence. 

That  the  usual  allowance  to  Commissioners  in  similar  causes  before 
the  Declaration  of  Independence  of  these  United  States  was  a  guinea 
^  Day  k  their  Expences  which  allowance  &  Expences  were  generally 
borne  k  defraved  by  the  Parties. 

That  tho'  Cfongress  cannot  authoritatively  interpose  in  the  present 
Case  any  further  than  to  order  the  said  Notification  to  be  entered 
on  their  Journals,  yet  as  the  parties  have  requested  them  to  deter- 
mine what  allowanoe  shall  be  made  te  the  Commissioners  appointed  • 
by  them  k  in  what  manner  k  by  whom  the  same  shall  be  paid  the 
Cottmittee  beg  leave  to  report  the  following  Resolutions,  to  wit. 

Resolved,  that  the  written  Notification  subscribed  by  the  re- 
spective Agents  of  the  States  of  Connecticut  k  Pennsylvania,  of  the 
appointment  of  Commissioners  to  Constitute  a  Court  for  hearing 
k  determining  the  matter  in  Question  between  the  said  States  b^ 
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entered  at  leogth  on  the  Jonrnahi  of  CongraM  to  Bute  m  pefpttoal 

Eyidence  of  the  said  appointment. 

Resolved,  that  it  he  and  it  is  herehy  reoommended  to  eaeh  of 
the  said  contending  parties  to  make  soitahle  proyision  for  the  pay- 
ment of  one  moiety  cf  ^  Day  and  the  one  motalj'of  the 
reasonahle  Expenoes  of  each  Commissioner  who  shall  undertake  tha 
ExecQtion  of  thid  Trast,  for  every  Day  he  shall  attend  tbat  aerries, 
&  from  Ume  to  time  as  the  same  shall  he  by  him  required. 

no.  10— -pxnnstlyania  combussioners  on  cjonnioxicut 
Claims  to  Y.  F&ssibejnt,  1782, 

Philada.  1  Novr.  1782. 
Sir, 

We  beg  Leave  to  remind  yon  ft  throu|[h  yon  the  hononrable  tbt 
Connoil  ft  Qeneral  Assembly  that  the  Time  is  at  Hand  whidi  hai 
been  fixed  for  the  Meeting  of  the  Commissioners  at  Trenton  who 
are  appointed  to  decide  the  Controversy  between  this  State  ft  tbt 
State  of  Connecticut  The  12th  of  this  Month  is  the  Dav.  The  God- 
nissioners  are  to  receive  ten  Dollars  a  Day  each,  one  half  of  which 
must  be  advanced  by  us.  At  the  same  Time  it  will  be  abeolutdj 
necessary  that  adequate  provision  be  made  for  your  agents  befon 
the  meeting  of  the  Court. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be, 
with  great  Respect  yr  meet  obedt.  Hble.  Servants. 
Signed      Wbi.  B&adfori>| 
Joe.  Rked, 
Jon.  D.  SEROXAirr. 
Jas.  Wilson. 
The  Hon.  the  Vice  Presidt. 

No.  11 — H.  Osborne  to  Sect.  Matlack. 

Dr.  Sir, 

I  am/avoured  with  your  letter  of  the  2l8t,  inst  and  am  gUd 
you  have  found  the  papers  you  mentioned  as  I  am  of  opinion  tbey 
will  be  of  some  importance,  those  papers  properly  authenticated  I 
beg  you  may  send  by  the  first  opportunity  either  private  or  by  post, 
which  may  first  offer,  carefully  inclosed  under  good  cover  and 
directed  to  me.  Inclosed  you  have  a  list  of  the  papers  I  procured 
at  Connecticut,  duplicates  of  which  may  be  in  your  office,  but  as  I  am 
convinced  of  your  inclination  to  serve  Pennsylvania  any  papers  yea 
may  send  on  the  subject  shall  be  thankfully  acknowledged  and  paid 
for.  As  the  trial  comes  on  in  a  few  Days  I  must  request  jffU 
sending  such  others  as  you  may  find  from  time  to  time  by  post  to 
avoid  delay  ft  misscarriage,  please  present  my  best  respects  to  His 
Excy.  Oovr.  Clinton  ft  Mr.  Atty.  Genl.  and  am  Dr.  Sir,* 

*  Nh  date,  direotian,  or  name^probably  from  Mr.  H.  Osborne  to  T.  Mat* 
lack. 


PENNSTLYANIA  ABGHIYBS  1782.  689 

No.  12 — ^T.  Matlack  to  Penns.  Aqknts. 

GentlemeD,  ^ 

Inclosed  are  the  two  deeds  which  Mr.  Osbotmie  ordered  to  be 
nit  de  out  from  the  records.     I  suspcot  that  ho  did  obtain  the  Doke 
of  York's  release  to  Penn  and  have  therefore  directed  a  search  to  be 
miide  for  it,  and  if  it  is  found  shall  transmit  it  to  you. . 
With  great  respect^  I  am  Gent. 

jour  most  obdt  servt 

T.  MATLACE  Seqy, 
Agents  of  Pennsylvania  &c., 

No.  18.— V,  P.  POTTKR  TO  H.   OSBORHB,  1782. 

In  Gonnen, 

Philada.^  November  4th,  1782. 
•Sir, 

A  Committee  of  the  Assembly  met  with  ns  this  morning,  and  we 
have  appointed  four  o'clock  this  afternoon  to  meet  the  Gentlemen 
Agents  in  this  room  to  converse  with  them  on  the  subject  of  the 
expenses  attending  the  trial  between  this  State,  and  that  of  Connec- 
tieut,  of  whioh  appointment  you  will  please  to  give  them  notice. 
I  am  sir,  your  obedient 

and  very  humble  sertant, 

JAS.  POTTER,  Vice  President* 
Directedy 

Henry  Osborne,  Esq',  Present. 

No  .14. — Sbc'y  Matlack  to  H.  Osbornb,  1782. 

\^ 

In  Council, 

Philada.,  Novr.  6, 1782. 
Ordered, 

That  the  Agents  of  the  State  in  the  case  of  the  Gonnectiout 
daims  and  the  Solicitor  be  requested  to  attend  in  the  Gounoil 
Chamber  on  Friday  next  at  11  o'clock,  for  the  purpose  of  a  free 
eonference  on  that  subject — more  especially  respecting  the  state  of 
ike  evidence  collected  thereupon. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

T.  MATLACK,  Seo'y. 
Mr.  Osbonme  will  pkase  to  be  so  kind  as  to  give  notice  to  the 
Attorneys  eniployed  as  Agents. 

T.  M. 
Dtrectod, 
Henry  OdbounM)  Esq',  Solioitor,  tBt. 

»  See  Col.  Btc,  VoL  XIU.,  p.  ^W. 
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No.  15 — Council  to  Agents  in  the  Case  op  Conkecxioui, 

1782. 

In  Gouncilj 

Philadelphia,  Novr.^  16/1782. 
Gentlemen: 

In  order  to  avoid  inconveniencies  to  the  witnesses  which  may  he 
necessary  on  the  trial  nnder  jonr  care,  and  to  prevent  unnecessary 
ezpence  to  the  State,  it  would  he  proper  the.  Council  should  have 
the  hest  information  you  can  give  respectrag  the  time  when  the 
witnesses  attendance  will  hecome  necessary,  which  you  will  there- 
fore please  to  give  them  in  due  time.  The  Honorahle  Mr.  Van 
Gampen,  being  now  about  to  set  out  on  a  visit  to  his  £unily,  will 
give  notice  to  Alexander  Patterson  and  Jacobus  Vanaken  to  attend 
at  such  time  as  you  shall  appoint. 

The  Council  will  thank  you  for  information  from  time  to  time  of 
the  state  of  the  trial,  as  events  of  any  consequence  turn  up. 
I  am,  with  great  respect, 

your  most  obedient  servant^ 

(By  order) 

T.  MATLACK,  Sec'y. 
Directed^ 
Agents  of  Pennsylvania,  Ac.,  at  Trenton. 


No.  16— W.  Bradford  to  P&ss.  Dickinson,  1872. 

.     Novr.  20, 1782. 
Sir, 

I  beg  leave  to  inform  vour  Excellency  and  the  Council  that  the 
Court  of  Commissioners  have  at  length  proceeded  to  business.  We, 
however,  are  still  upon  the  threshold  of  the  cause,  and  whether  we 
shall  proceed  any  farther  is  still  undetermined.  The  Agents  fdt 
Connecticut  seem  determined  to  use  every  endeavour  to  prevent  a 
decision  of  the  Cause.  First  they  demanded  that  the  original  peti- 
tion which  was  presented  to  Congress,  should  be  produced ;  an 
argument  ensned,  k  they  were  overruled.  Next  they  objected  to 
the  validity  of  our  Agency,  &  contended  that  we  had  no  authority 
to  appear  before  thai  Court.  After  argument  the  Court  held  our 
powers  to  be  suffioieni.  After  this.  They  contended  that  the  Court 
could  not  proceed  unless  the  Tertenants  or  others  claiming  lands  in 
the  contested  Territory,  were  summoned  and  made  parties  in  the 
suit.  This  they  warmly  contended  for,  but  were  as  unsuccessful  as 
before. — At  the  next  meeting  of  the  Court  we  moved  that  the  Court 
would  procoed  to  hear  the  Cause.  The  Agents  prayed  time  to  have 
a  conference  with  us^  which  they  allcdgcd  might  prevent  any  further 
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motions  to  delay  the  Cause.  It  was  granted  to  them  :  and  their 
proposal  to  us  has  been^  that  we  will  admit  ex  parte  depositions 
and  concede  that  there  is  in  England  a  certain  Indian  deed  of  4>art 
of  the  Lands  in  question,  fairly  executed,  made  to  the  Susquehanna 
Company,  &  of  which  they  have  no  copy.  These  proposals  met 
with  the  answer  that  might  have  been  expected,  and  in  consequence 
of  our  refusal,  they  propose  to  move  that  the  Cause  shall  not  be 
beard  till  they  can  procure  the  witnesses  &  the  deed.  We  trust 
that  they  will  not  be  mtified  in  this  unreasonable  request :  If  they 
oan  prove  such  a  deed  to  have  existed  &  that  it  is  in  possession  of 
the  enemy,  no  doubt  its  contents  may  be  given  in  Evidence. 

The  Spirit  however  which  has  been  discovered  on  these  occasions, 
induces  us  to  wish  for  Evidence  the  most  legal  &  unexceptionable. 
If  the  Charter  &  Indian  deeds  cannot  be  procured,  we  could  wish 
that  the  records  of  them  were  brought  forward.  We  are  particularly 
anxious  to  have  the  deed  of  Pre-emption  in  1786,  the  deed  of  1749, 
&  the  last  that  was  obtained  in  1768.  We  also  wish  that  Mr. 
Thomas  Willing,  who  was  a  witness  to  the  deed  iq  1754,  when  that 
of  1736  was  recognized,  would  attend  the  Court  as  soon  as  possible.'*' 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

your  Excellency's  most  obed.  Serv., 

W-  BRADFORD,  Jun. 
Directed, 

iOn  public  Service.) 
lis  Excell'y,  John  Dickinson  Esqr.,  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


No.  17 — Joseph  Reed  to  Prbs,  Moore,  1782. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  Honour  to  inform  your  Excelk  &  Council  that  I  arrived 
this  Evening  from  Trenton,  &  am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  the  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  Agents  on  the  Part  of  Connecticut  manifest  the 
utmost  Intentions  to  postpone  the  Hearing  of  the  Cause  &  break 
up  the  Court  without  a  Decision  on  the  Merits.  After  objecting  to 
cor  Powers,  to  the  Non  Production  of  the  original  Petition  &  Want 
of  Notice  to  the  Settlers,  in  all  which,  after  long  arguments,  they  were 
i>ver-ruled — they  prayed  that  the  Cause  might  proceed,  with  a  Beser- 
vation  of  moving  an  Adjournment  of  the  Cause  at  any  Stage  of  it,  at 
tlM  same  Time  adding,  that  they  had  left  sundry  Papers  in  England 
eaaential  to  the  Merits,  of  which  they  gave  a  verbal  Detail.  The  Motion 
took  up  two  Days ;  &  on  Friday  the  Court  gave  an  Opinion,  that,  tho' 
they  would  not  expressly  determine  against  receiving  Motions  for  con- 
tinuing the  Cause,  yet  they  should  receive  them  under  the  Direct  on 
of  the  established  Rules  of  Laws  &  Practices^We  then  began  to  open 
the  Cause  on  the  Part  of  Pennsylvania.  But  I  must  first  observCi 
that  on  Friday  Morning  we  exchanged  States  of  our  rospeetive  Claims, 

♦  See  Archives,  VoL  I.,  pn,  404-190.    VoL  U.,  W-  *V«^\«-\^\ 

audVol.  iy.,p.  809. 
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which  were  read  &  filed.  Copies  of  which  will  be  forwarded  to  yovr 
Bzoell^r  &  Council  as  soon  as  possible. — ^Among  the  Papers  said  to 
be^n  Bnglaody  they  lay  great  Stress  on  .the  Indian  Deeds^  whieh 
the^  alledge  to  ha?e  been  left  in  that  Kinfldom.  We  have  treated 
their  Motion  for  Delay  with  so  much  fireeaoBiy  that  it  wonld  be  an 
inexpressible  Mortification  to  ns  to  be  dUiged  to  ask  a  Delay;  ft 
we  have  stated  our  Indian  Deeds  so  strongly  as  to  make  them  a  Part 
of  our  Title— folly  presuming  that,  as  th%  were  in  the  State,  &  the 
Powers  of  obtaining  them  very  ample^  that  no  Difficnlty  wonid  have 
occnrr'd  in  obtuning  them.  As  I  shall  set  out  early  on  Monday 
Morning,  so  as  to  be  there  by  10  "'Clock,  it  will  be  impraotioable  for 
ne  to  pay  my  Beepects  personally  to  your  Ex^llr  in  Council ;  shall 
therefore  only  add,  that  we  wish  M'  Osboni  may  be  daspatohed  as 
soon  as  possible — &  inclose  a  Memorandum  give^  me  by  M'  Bradford 
atmy  settiDg  out,  to  whioh  we  also  pray  the  &vouraUe  Attentioa 
of  your  Bzcell^  &  Council. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be, 

with  very  great  Respect^ 

Tours  &  the  Council's 

most  Obed.  &  Hbble  Serv., 

JOS.  REED  * 

2*  Street,  Nov.  23,  1782. 

Indorsedy 

Read  in  Council  Nov'  25, 1782. 


No.  18 — Timothy  Matlack,  Sec'y,  to  Agents  op  Peiw- 

BTLVANIA  AT  T&BNXON^   1782. 

Philadelphia,  Nov  27, 1782. 
Gentlemen : 

His  Bzcellenoy  the  President  orders  me  to  inform  you,  that  Major 
General  Lord  Sterling  is  extremely  ill,  and  it  is  feared  cannot  live 
thro'  the  winter.  He  recommends  that  fan  Lordship's  testimony  be 
taken  at  his  own  house,  and  that  the  Court  "be  moved  for  their  ordw 
for  this  purpose  immediately. 

The  Council  are  possessed  of  a  Copy  of  the  <'  Journal  of  the  Con- 
'Egress  at  Fort  Stanwix,  in  the  year  1768,''  certified  to  be  <<  A  tme 
<<  copy  examined  by  G.  Johnson,  Deputy  Asent,  as  Secretury,  extracts 
firom  which  I  now  enclose  you.  The  Authenticity  of  this  copy  can 
be  proved  by  Samuel  Wharton,  Bsq.,  and  if  you  find  it  necessary  on 
the  trial,  you  must  send -a  citation  for  him;  otherwise  he  will  not 
attend.  Mr.  Wharton  broucht  this  Copy  with  him  from  Bngland, 
and  H  was  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the  S^xretary  of  Oongrsss. 

♦  See  Col-  B^.,  Vol.  Xin.,  p.  487. 
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I  hope  to  Bend  yon  by  the  next  opportaDity,  an  order  of  King 
Charles  the  second  to  all  people  settled  within  the  bounds  of  Penn- 
sylvania to  submit  to  William  Penn|  &c. 

I  am  &0.9 

T.  M.,  Sec'y. 
Agents  of  Penned  at  Trenton. 


No.  19 — John  Van  Camfen  to  (}oinrsEL  of  Pennstlyania  at 
Trenton,  1782. 

Lower  Smithfield,  Noyir.  29, 1782. 
Gentlemen : 

Agreeable  to  promise  I  have  been  in  Upper  Smithfield,  as  also  in 
the  States  of  Jersey  and  New  York,  to  obtain  the  best  Information 
in  Regard  of  the  Time  of  the  Purchase  and  actual  settlement  of  the 
Upper  Parts  of  this  County  above  Walpeck  Ferry. 

I  have  spoken  on  the  subject  with  the  oldest  Men  now  in  being, 
both  in  Jersey  and  New  Tork,  but  by  Reason  of  their  old  Age  and 
Infirmities,  it  is  out  of  their  Power  to  attend  at  Trenton.  I  hope 
the  Bearer,  James  Yanaken,  Esqr.,  will  fully  and  distinctly  prove 
the  actual  settlement  of  the  Land  on  Delaware  within  the  pretended 
Claim  of  ^Connecticut. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  * 

with  the  greatest  respect, 

Qentlemen,  Your  most  obedient 
and  most  humble  servant, 

JOHN  VAN  CAMPBN. 
Messi*  Bradford, 
Reed, 
Wilson  & 
Sergeant. 

Dir&stedf 

Henry  Osbom,  Esqr.,  or  in  his  Absenoe,  to  William  Bradford, 
Esqr.,  Trentown. 


No.  20— Secy.  BUtlaok  to  Aaimrs  of  Pennsylvania,  1782. 

Phihda.  NoTT.  80,  1782. 
Gent, 

I  send  you  enclosed,  (by  Mr.  Wallis^  copy  of  Charles  2nd'8  order 
to  the  people  of  Penna.  And  his  Exoellenoy  the  Prest.  desires  me 
to  remind  you  that  several  deeds  relative  to  Dungans  purchase  are  * 
endorsed  by  Mr.  Penns  own  hand^  which  Mr.  Chew  &  otkata  t0»i 
Vol.  IX,— so  . 
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prove,  «nd  especially  to  note  tli(9  endorsement  wUch  de«Ilu«i  tbil 
the  parohase  made  byDangan  was  for  Mr.  Peon. 

After  diligent  search  no  other  relem  from  the  Dolto  of  York  tm 
be  found  than  what  relates  to  New  Castle  and  the  islands  is 
Delaware  ftc.  It  is  probable  the  record  of  his  release  of  Penai. 
has  been  entered  in  Now  York,  part  of  the  records  of  that  State  wn 
at  Esopns  &  part  in  New  York  city,  to  the  former  Mr.  Osbonrae 
may  have  recourse. 

I  am  your  most  obt  SeiVt. 

T.  MATLAGK  Secy. 
Agents  of  Pennsa. 


No.  21 — CoMMiBsiON  TO  ExAHiNX  LoBD  Stiuiiiq,  1782. 

The  United  States,  in  Congress  assembled,  To  the  HooUt 
Robert  Yeats  Esquire,  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  ot 
the  State  of  New  York,  Peter  W.  Yeato  Esquire,  General  Robot 
Van  Rensselaer  and  Walter  Liyingstoo,  Esquires,  (all  of  the  State 
of  New  York)  Qreeting,  Know  je  that  we,  in  Confidenoe  of  yov 
prudence  and  fidelity,  haye  appointed  you,  and  by  theee  presents  do 
give  unto  yon,  [or  any  two  or  more  of  you]  full  power  and  autboritj 
diligently  to  examine  The  right  honourable  William,  Earl  of  Sti^ 
ling,  a  Major  General  in  our  armies,  upon  certain  interrogatories  to  bo 
exhibited  to  you  as  well  on  the  part  of  the  State  of  PeDnsylyanit 
complainant,  as  on  the  part  of  the  State  of  Conneoticut  Defendant, 
or  either  of  them,  and  therefore  we  command  you  [or  any  two  or 
more  of  you]  that  tt  certain  days  and  places  to  be  appointed  by  jon 
for  that  purpose,  you  do  cause  the  said  Earl  of  Stirling  to  oomo 
before  you,  and  then  and  there  examine  him  the  sd  Earl  of  Stirling 
upon  the  said  interrogatories,  on  his  corporal  oaths  first  taken  before 
you  [or  any  two  or  more  of  you]  upon  the  Holy  Evangelists,  and 
that  you  do  take  such,  his  examination  and  reduce  it  into  writing; 
and  when  you  shall  have  so  taken  it,  your  are  to  send  the  same  to 
us  in  our  Court  of  Commissioners  and  Judges  appointed  by  virtue  of 
the  Ninth  Article  of  the  Confederation  of  ye  United  States  to  hosr 
&  finally  determine  the  Controversy  subsisting  between  the  sd  Com« 
monwealth  of  Pennsa.  &  the  sd  State  of  Connecticut  whereso- 
.  ever  it  shall  then  be  oloeed  up  and  under  your  Seals,  or  the  Seals  of 
[any  two  or  more  of  you]  distinctly  and  plainly  set,  together  with 
the  said  interrogatories  and  this  Writ.  Witness  the  Honble  Wil- 
liam Whipple  Esquire,  President  of  our  said  Court  at  Trenton  ia 
the  State  of  New  Jersey^  the  third  Day  of  December  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  Eighty  two  and  of  oar 
Independence  the  seventh. 
jDirectedf 

To  the  Honble.  BoU.  l[a.V«a  leK^e.^P^tAt  Yates  Esqr.>  GenL  Bobt 
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V.  Reii8Bel«ery  and  Walter  LivingaiOD  Eiqairai  a  GommMmon 
impowering  yoa  to  ezamino  Witnesses  as  well  on  the  part  of  the 
State  of  Pennsjflvania  Gemiss.  as  on  the  part  of  the  State  df  Con- 
neotioDt  Deft,  or  either  of  them  returnable  without  Delay. 

The  ezeeation  of  this  CommissiDn  appears  in  .a  oertain  sohedole  to 
the  same  annexed. 

By  order  of  the  Coort 

No.  22 — ^Wm.  Bradford  Jr.,  to  Pres.  Dickinson,  1782. 

Trenton  Deer.  12,  1782. 
Sir, 

No  important  cirentnstaDoes  haye  happened  in  the  progress  of  the 
Trial  of  the  Ganse,  ainee  I  had  the  honor  of  stating  to  yonr  Exoei- 
leney  the  situation  of  it.  We  have  at  length  a  prospect  of  a  speedy 
&  a  favourable  determination.  Mr.  Root  on  the  part  of  Gonneoticut 
has  finished  his  observations  on  the  Testimony.  Mr.  Sergeant,  on 
the  Part  of  Pennsy.  will  conclude  to  Day  &  Gol.  Dyer  begin.  We 
are  directed  by  the  Gourt  to  speak  alternately.  The  Cause  of  Pennsa. 
'  ttands  in  the  ftirest  &  most  honourable  point  of  view. 

I  was  not  able  to  procure  the  small  sum  for  which  your  Ezcd- 
lency  k  the  Council  gave  me  an  order,  k  at  this  time  it  would  be  too 
little  to  discharge  the  sums  due  to  the  Gommissioners,  the  Secretary 
k  door  keeper.  We  flatter  ourselves  that  we  will  not  be  uAder  the 
disagreeable  necessity  of  apologizing  to  the  Gentiemen  on  this  subject 
or  of  seeing  Gonnecticut  more  ready  than  ourselves.  One  of  the 
agents  of  Pennsa.  will  be  in  Town  at  the  close  of  this  week  for  the 
purpose  of  attending  to  this  business. 
Lhave  the  honor  to  be, 
your  Excellency's  most  obdt.  k  very  hum.  Servt. 

WM.  BEADFORD  Jun., 
Directedf 
flia  Szoellency  John  Diokinsoii,  Bsq.,  Pre«dent  &e.,  of  Penasyi- 


No.  23— Wm.  Bradio^d,  Jr.,  1782. 

Trenton,  Dec  25th,  1782. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  informing  your  Excellency  and  the  Gouncil 
tiiat  Mr.  Boot  closed  the  Argument  last  Evening,  and  that  the 
Cause  ia  now  wholly  in  the  hands  of  the  Gommissioners.  They 
propose  to  examine  the  Exhibita  oflfered  on  both  sides,  but  we  flatter 
ourselves  that  this  will  not  detain  them  long,  and  that  the  decree 
will  be  given  before  the  elose  of  the  Week. 

I  have  paid  700  Dolkn  (put  Of  the  800  I  TeQQrf^^>Bfi&.\H^\s^ 
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Town)  to  the  CommissioDerSy  The  Beeretarj  &  Door  keeper,  ft  the 
Expenoes  acoroing  from  fire  wood,  &o.,  yet  UDpaid.  The  warn  there- 
-  fore  that  your  Ezoellenoy  was  pleased  to  mentioii  wiU  be  abeolMdy 
necessary ;  and  if  the  state  of  the  treasnry  will  saiFer  a  farther 
draft,  my  CoUeagnes  haye  given  it  in  charge  to  me,  to  meniioii  that 
their  situation  will  render  it  very  acceptable. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

^    your  Excellency's 

most  obedient  senrS 

W-  BRADFORD,  Jun. 
Directed, — His  Excell'y,  John  Dickinson,  Esqr.,  President. 


No.  24 — Court  of  Commissionkbs,  1782. 

Inter  Pennsylvania  &  Connectiont.    Proceedings  of  a  Court  of  Com- 
missioners,  at  Trenton,  in  New  Jersey,  November  12th,  1782. 

'  At  a  Conrt  of  Commissioners  holden  at  Trenton,  In  the  State  of 
New  Jersey,  on  the  12th  day  of  Novr.,  1782,  agreeably  to  the  Nin^ 
.  Article  of  the  Confederation  &  by  Virtue  and  in  panaanoe  of  the 
Comm**  and  letters  patent  of  th^United  States  in  Congrera  aaen- 
bled,  given  under  their  Seal  and  dated  the  28  th  Day  of  Aug*  in  the 
year  af*,  oonstitating  and  impowering  the  persons  therein  named  to 
hear  and  finally  determine  a  Controversy  subsisting  between  the 
States  of  Pennsylvania  and  Connecticut,  relative  to  their  respective 
rights  &  Ch&ims  to  certain  Disputed  lands. 

No.  25 — Proceedings,  4o. 

Tuesday,  12th  Novr.,  1782. 

Present. 


The  Honb»  David  Brearley, 
Wm.  C.  Huston. 


JEsq'r 


Commission  read,  and  the  Judges  present  sworn  by  Judge  Smith, 
which  was  indorsed  on  the  Commission  and  Adjourned  from  Bav  to 
DaytiU  ^ 

Monday,  18th  Novr.,  1782. 
The  Court  met. 

Present 
Wm.  Whipple,     ^ 
The  Honb>  Welcome  Arnold, 

Dav*  Brearley,       ^Esqr's. 
Wm.  C.  Huston, 
Cyrus  Griffin. 
Who  being  Sworn,  the  Hon>  W-  Whipple,  Esqr.,  was  by  Ballot 
eleQ|ed  President  of  the  Court.    John  Ncilson,  Esor.,  was  appointed 
Cle»,  and  Sworn.    ^Comm\wiQTx\Tx«^TVA^\.W^.\ 
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19*  Nov'r. 
Proclamation  for  all  persoiM  conoemed  to  attend  and  be  beard. 

No.  1.  The  Agents  of  PennBjlvania  prodnoed  tbeir  Credentials. 
[To  be  inserted  at  lengtb.]  «  *       ' 

No.  2.  The  Agents  of  Oonnectioat  prodnoed  tbeir  Credentials. 
[To  be  Do.] 

A  motion  was  made  by  the  Agents  of  Conn*  tbat  tbe  petition  pre- 
pared by  the  Ezeoutive  Council  of  Penns*  to  Congress,  prayini;  that 
a  Court 'might  be  appointed  for  deciding  the  Controversy  subsisting 
between  the  two  States,  or  an  authentic  copy  thereof  should  be  pro- 
duced and  read.   Which  after  Argument  was  overruled  by  the  Court. 

A  motion  in  writing  was  then  offered  by  the  Agents  of  Connecti- 
oat,  in  the  words  following,  via : 

SUte  of  New  Jersey,  ss.  Trenton,  Nov'r  19th,  1782. 

Motion  No.  8.  At  a  Court  of  Commissioners  for  the  Trial  of  the 
Cause  between  the  States  of  Connecticut  &  Pennsylvania  relative  to 
the  Jurisdiction  and  property  in  certain  lands  lying  west  of  Dela- 
ware river  within  the  chartered  boundaries  of  said  States. 

The  Agents  for  the  State  of  Connecticut  saving  to  themselves  all 
advantages  of  other  &  further  defence  in  s'  Cause,  beg  leave  to 
suggest,  inform,  and  give  the  Court  to  understand  that  there  axe 
many  persons  who  are  Tenants  in  possession  of  the  lands  in  contro- 
versy, holding,  improving,  and  claiming  large  quantities  of  said 
Lands  under  titles  from  the  States  of  Pennsylvania  and  Connecticut 
respectively,  particularly  the  two  large  Companies  of  Delaware  & 
Susquehanna,  consisting  of  more  than  two  thousand  persoqs,  many 
of  whose  people  are  in  possession,  improving  and  holding  large 
tracks  of  s'  lands  in  Controversy  under  title  from  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut, whose  titles  under  said  States  respectively  will  be  materially 
affected  by  the  decision  in  this  Case,  yet  have  not  been  cited  or  any 
way  legally  notified  to  be  present  at  said  Trial  to  defend  their  titles 
respectively,  which  by  the  rules  of  proceeding  in  a  Course  of  Justioe 
ought  to  be  done  before  any  further  proceedings  are  had  in  said 
Case,  And  thereupon  said  Agents  move  this  Hb>'  Court  to  cause 
said  .Companies  of  Delaware  &  Susquehannah  and  other  Tenants  in 
possession  holding  under  title  from  either  of  said  States,  to  be  duly 
cited  in  some  proper  &  reasonable  manner,  to  appear  and  defend  at 
said  Trial  if  they  see  cause  before  any  further  proceedings  are  had 
in  said  cause,  &  of  this  they  pray  Uie  Opinion  of  this  Hon'ble 
Court.     (Signed.) 

W-  S.  JOHNSON,  (.Agents  f6r  Conn*. 
J.  BOOT.  j 

[After  argamept]  . 
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No.  26— Ophhon  OS  thb  Court. 
Nov'r  20th. 

The  Goart  gave  their  opinion  on  the  motion  No.  8,  nmde  y^itor- 
day  by  the  Agents  of  Connecticut — 

That  the  eame  cannot  be  admitted  aocoiding.  to  the  oonstnietkni 
of  the  Ninth  Article  of  the  Confederation,  and  the  Tenor,  and  iimgit 
of  the  Goraraiasion  under  whioh  they  act 

A  motion  was  made  by  the  Agents  for  the  State  of  PenasyfraiA^ 
in  the  words  following;  via : 

Now.  20th,  1782. 

Motion  No.  4.  The  Agents  of  Pennsylvania  apprehending  that 
the  Agents  of  Connecticut  deugn  to  move  the  Court  to  postpone  or 
put  on  the  DeterminaUon  of  the  Cause  now  depending  before  them, 
do  give  notice  to  the  said  Asents  for  Connecticut;  in  tne  presence  of 
the  X/Ourt '  that  they,  the  said  Agenta  of  Pennsylvania  will  oppose  any 
motions  of  that  nature  being  made  after  the  Evidence  on  the  part 
of  Penns*  baa  been  opened,  or  the  merits  of  the  Cause  entered  upon ; 
and  if  the  Aeents  for  Connectiout  propose  to  make  any  suoh  motion 
the  Agents  U)r  Pennsylvania  do  express  their  willingness  that  time 
be  given  them  for  tiiat  purpose. 

(Signed) 
Wm.  Bradford,  Jr 
Jos.  Reed, 
Jas.  Wilson,, 
JoDk  D.  Sergeant. 

Tuesday,  21st  NovV,  1782. 

A  motion  was  made  by  the  Agents  of  Gonnectioat  in  these 
words,  viz. 

No.  27. 

21st  NovV,  1782. 
Pennsylvania,|^^^^^^^  New  Jersey, 
Connectiout.    )  °^°^  ^^  Commissioners. 

Motion  No.  5.  And  now  the  agents  of  the  State  of  Connecticut, 
UDwillinsr  to  give  any  unnecesary  Delay,  but  considering  the 
magnituao  of  this  Cause,  its  length  and  intricacy  and  the  high 
importance  that  it  should  be  thoroughly  investigated  and  not  only 
Jus^  determined  but  in  a  manner  satisfactorily  to  the  parties 
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oonoerned,  and  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  not  having  yet  filed 
any  Deekration  or  state  of  their  Claim  in  this  Court  whereby 
the  Agents  for  Connecticut  can  know  what  the  Demands  of  Penns* 
are  or  what  they  have  to  answer  to,  and  knowing  that  there  are 
many  exhibits  and  proof  which  will  be  essentialy  necessary  in  Uie 
Course  of  said  Cause  which  we  have  no(^  nor  hath  it  been  in  our  power 
to  procure,  (vis,)  a  cc^rtain  original  Deed  from  the  Indians  of  a  large 
Parcel  of  the  Lands  in  Dispute  obtained  from  their  Chiefs  &  Sachems 
at  their  Counfiil  Fire  in  Onondteoi  in  A.  D.  1763,  which  is  now  io 
Bngland,  left  there  before  the  Commencement  of  the  present  un- 
happy War — and  which  we  have  never  since  been  able  to  obtain, 
and  other  necessary  Evidence  and  proo£si  which  on  Ezaqnination  we 
find  we  are  not  at  present  possest  of,  which  may  be  wanted  in  the 
said  Trial  and  not  yet  knowing  what  Concession  may  be  made  on 
the  part  of  Pennsylvania  Do  consent  to  proceed  in  the  Trial  of  said 
Oanse,  at  the  qame  time  reserving  to  ourselves  the  right  of  moving 
ID  ai^  stage  of  said  Trial  to  have  the  same  postponed  as  the  Nature 
ft  Exigencies  of  the  Case  may  require,  and  that  the  Affcnts  for  Penn- 
i^lvania  have,  on  their  part  the  same  Advantages  and  that  this  Motion 
lie  made  parcel  of  the  files  of  this  Hon'ble  (^urt. 


No.  28. 

.  Cdnoeeticut 


E.Dyer,  ") 

W.  S.  JohnsonjyJ 
J.  Root  )' 


Whereupon  the  Agents  for  Peni^ylvania  moved  as  follows.  Vis. : 

Motion  No.  6.  The  Agents  of  Pennsylvania  in  ai^wer  to  the 
written  Motion  presented  by  the  Agents  of  Connecticat,  (io  say  that 
they  are  now  ready  and  have  been  fpr  some  time  to  exhibit  their 
Claim  on  the  part  of  Pennsylvania,  but  have  been  delayed  by  the 
Expectation  founded  on  the  promise  made  in  the  presence  of  tho 
Court  by  the  Agents  of  Connecticut  to  file  their  Claim  «t  the  same 
time,  yet  they  say,  in  answer  to  that  part  of  the  said  motion  which 
claims  the  right  of  Moving  in  any  stage  of  the  Trial  to  have  the 
same  postponed,  that  the  Court'  ought  not  to  hear  and  admit  any 
Motion  to  postpone  the  Trial  afier  the  same  has  begun  and  pro- 
ceeded to  a  Hearing  of  the  Merits  of  the  Cause ;  and  of  this  thoy 
pray  the  Opinion  of  the  Court. 
21st  Nov.,  1782. 

Signed, 

Wm.  Bradford,  Jr., 
Jos.  Rekd, 
Jas.  Wilson, 
JoNA.  D.  Sergeant. 
After  Argument  the  Court  Adjourned  till  to-morrow  10  o'Clock, 
A.M. 
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22d  Not. 
The  Court  Ordered  tbe  Motions  now  before  them  in  writing  to  be 
filed. 

The  Agents  for  Pennsylvania  laid  before  tbe  Conrt  the  fpllowiBg' 
Btate  and  representation,  Viz. : 

No.  29— [Claim  of  Pennsylvania] 

To  the  Hon'ble,  the  Commissionen  and  Jndges  appmnted  to  hear 
and  finally  determine  the  eontroversy  subsisting  between  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania  and  tbe  State  of  Connecticut.* 

The  Agents  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  beg  Leave  humbly  to 
State  and  represent  in  behalf  of  said  State. 

I.  That  King  Charles  the  Second,  then  King  of  Oreat  Britian. 
on  the  fourth  Day  of  March,  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  One  thoosand 
six  hundred  &  jBighty-one,  by  his  Letters  patent,  dated  on  tbe 
same  day  and  Year  aforesaid,  did  Grant*  to  William  Peno,  the  flrat 
proprietary  &  Qovemor  of  Pennsylvania,  his  Heirs  &  Assigns,  '^  all 
^  that  Tract  or  part  of  Land  in  America,  with  the  Islands  therein 
<<  contamed,  as  the  same  is  bounded  on  the  East  by  Delaware  River 
«  from  twelve  Miles  Distance  Northwards  of  New  Castle  Tovm,  unto 
<<  the  three  and  fortieth  Deme  of  Northern  Latitude,  if  the  said 
<<  Biver  doth  extend  so  far  Northward ',  but  if  the  said  River  diall 
<'  not  extend  so  far  Northward,  then  by  the  said  River  so  far  as  it 
<<  doth  extend ;  and  from  the  Head  of  the  said  River  the  Eastern 
<<  Bounds  are  to  be  determined  by  a  Meridian  Line,  to  be  drawn 
<<  from  the  Head  of  the  said  River  unto  the  said  forty-third  Degree, 
«'  the  said  Land  to  extend  Westward  five  Degrees  in  Longitude,  to 
«<  be  computed  from  the  s*  Eastern  Bounds,  and  the  said  Lands  to 
<<  be  bounded  on  the  North  by  the  Beginning  of  the  three  &  fortieth 
<<  Degree  of  Northern  Latitude,  and  on  the  South  by  a  Circle  drawn 
<<  at  twelve  Miles  Distance  from  New  Castle,  Northward,  and 
''  Westward  unto  the  Beginning  of  the  fortieth  Degree  of  Northern 
^*  Latitude,  And  then  by  a  straight  line  Westwards  to  the  limits  of 
<<  Longitude  above  mentioned }"  by  which  letters  Patent,  the  Juris- 
diction and  right  of  Government,  within  the  limits  af ,  and  also^the 
right  of  Soil  were  conveyed,  and  under  which  Pennsylvania-  hath 
been  held,  settled  and  possessed. 

IL  That  the  said  William  Penn  and  the  succeeding  proprietaries 
of  Pennsylvania,  at  different  periods  purchased  from  the  Native 
Indians  their  Right  of  Soil  within  different  Districts  of  the  Limits 
af%  and  received  Deeds  from  them  for  the  same ;  and  particularly, 
on  the  twenty-fifth  Day  of  October,  in  tbe  Year  of  our  Lord  One 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ^hirty-six,  the  said  Indians  conveyed 
to  Thomas  Penn  and  Richard  Penn,  the  then  proprietaries  of  Penn- 
sylvania, the  full  and  absolute  Right  of  preemption  of  &  in  all  the 

*  The  rough  draft  of  this  is  in  the  hand-writing  of  Wm.  Bradford,  Jr., 
Att'lpQen. 
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lands  not  before  sold  bj  thenii  to  the  a'  proprietaries  within  the 
Limits  sf*. 

III.  That  the  Soutbem  Boands  of  PennsjI^anili,  so  far  as  the 
same  adjoins  on  Maryland,  have  been  long  since  settled,  and  the 
fame,  so  fiir  as  the  State  adjoins  upon  Virginia,  have  been  alsg  set- 
tled of  late  by  a  Line  called  Mason's  and  Dixon's  Line,  continued 
to  the  end  of  five  Degrees  of  Longitude,  from  the  River  Delaware ; 
that  the  Northern  bounds  have  always  been  deemed  to  extend  to 
the  end  of  the  forty-second  Degree,  where  the  figures  42^  are 
marked  on  the  map ;  the  River  Delaware  being  found  to  extend  so 
far  Nprth  &  farther ;  that  the  said  River,  pursuing  the  East  or  main 
Branch  thereof,  above  the  Forks  at  Easton,  hath  been  ever  deemed 
to  be  one  Boundary  of  Pennsylvania  from  twelve  Miles  above  New 
Castle,  on  the  s*  River,  to  the  s*  end  of  the  forty-second  Degree ; 
and  that  a  straight  Line  from  thence  to  the  place  where  the  %ame 
shall  intersect  another  straight  line,  drawn  from  the  End  of  the  s' 
Southern  Line  of  Boundary  of  Pennsylvania,  commonly  called 
Mason  &  Dixon's  Line,  continued  to  the  extent  of  five  Dezrees  of 
Longitude  from  the  River  Delaware,  is  another  Boundary  of  the  s* 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 

IV.  That  the  Late  province  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  fourth  Day 
of  July,  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy-six,  did  join  with  the  other  twelve,  late  provinces,  now 
States,  in  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  and  soon  after  established 
a  Constitution  and  Government,  founded  on  the  authority  of  the 

Seople,  which  they  continue  still  to  exercise  and  enjoy  ;  tiat  they 
id  also  j(H]^  the  Articles  of  Confederation  of  the  United  States, 
and  that  being  so  independent  and  Sovereign,  on  the  twenty-fourth 
Day  of  November,  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  One  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy-nine,  they  did,  by  an  Act  of  their  Legislature, 
consisting  of  the  Representatives  of  the  Freemen  of  the  s^  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  Assembly  met,  duly  made  and 
passed  according  to  the  Directions  of  their  Frame  of  Government, 
vest  the  Right  of  Soil  and  Estate  of  the  Late  proprietaries  of  Penn- 
sylvania in  the  s^  Commonwealth,  and  that  oy  means  thereof,  and 
of  the  several  Matters  and  things  herein  before  set  forth,  the  said 
Commonwealth  or  State  of  Pennsylvania  is  entitled  to  the  right  of 
jurisdiction  and  right  of  Soil  within  all  the  Limits  af . 

V.  That  nevertheless  sundry  persons  pretending  to  Claim  under 
the  late  Colony  now  State  of  Connecticut,  before  the  revolution, 
have  violently  settled  themselves  within  the  Limits  afd.  &  the 
Colony  of  Connecticut  by  an  act  of  their  Legislature  made  and 
passed  a  short  time  before  the  revolution  have  encouraged  the  sd.  vio- 
lent settlement  &  Intrusion  &  asserted  their  Claim  as  a  Colony  to  a 
l^rge  part  of  the  Lands  within  the  Limits  afd.  as  well  in  point  of 
Jurisdiction  as  Territorv;  and  that  since  the  revolution  the  sd 
Intrusions  are  continued  and  daily  increased  by  the  said  persons 
pretending  to  claim  under  the  State  of  Connecticut  undth^  (^vcl 


The  state  of  the 
Honble.  Court 
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of  the  Btl.  State  is  by  the^  sd.  State  still  continued  and  persisted  1 
and  tjie  Jurisdiction  of  the  sd.  State  actually  asserted,  &  exereia 
within  a  part  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  in  Defiance  of  all  Li 
and  Justice. 

Wherefore  the  said  agents  do  humbly  pray  that  this  Honble.  Con 
taking  into  Consideration  the  premises,  as  well  as  all  other  Matte 
and  proofs  that  may  be  alledged  and  shewn  on  the  part  of  Pen 
syWania  &  of  Connecticut  before  you,  You  will  proceed  agreeab 
to  the  Tenor  of  the  Ninth  article  of  the  ConfederaUon,  to  determii 
&  decide  in  the  premises  according  as  to  right  and  Justice  shall 
found  to  appertain.  ^ 

20th  Novr.  1782. 

(Signed,)       Wm.  Bradford  Jr., 
«  Jos.  Reed, 

James  Wilsoit, 
JoNA.  D.  Sergeant. 

The  agents  of  Connecticut  laid  before  the  Court  the  foUowii 
state  and  representation  yiz. : 

No.  80 — [Claim  or  Connecticut  case  stated]  ] 

Case  on  the  part  of  Connecticut  Exhibited  to  t 
b  of  Commissioners  at  Trenton,  Novr.  A.  D.  1782 

A.  D.  1497,  Sebastian  Cabot  a  subject  of  England  was  employ 
by  Henry  the  seventh  King  of  England,  to  discover  a  North  W< 
passage  to  China ;  and  in  that  service,  on  or  about  the  year  0 
thousand  four  hundred  and  Ninety  seven,  he  disdSvered  all  t 
North  east  Coast  of  America,  from  Cape  Florida  in  twenty-fi 
degrees  North  Latitude,  to  sixty  seven  Degrees  &  a  half,  by  whi 
the  Crown  of  England  became  intitled  thereto,  so  far  as  the^Rig 
of  first  Discovery  could  intitle. 

A.  D.  1620,  King  James  the  first,  in  eighteenth  year  of  1 
Beign,  by  Letters  Patent,  under  the  Great  Seal  of  England,  ga 
the  Name  of  "  New  England  in  America"  to  all  that  Circuit^Con 
nent  and  Limits  in  America  in  Breadth  from  forty  degrees 
Northerly  <<  Latitude  from  the  Equinoctial  Line,  to  forty-ei^ 
"  Degrees  of  said  Northerly  Latitude,  and  in  length  by  all  the  bread 
''  throughout  the  main  land  from  sea  to  sea  with  all  the  rivers,  S< 
'^  &c.,  within  the  same  Degrees  of  Latitude  and  Longitude.'' 

And  incorporated  the  Duke  of  Lenox,  and  divers  other  persons 
the  Name  of  "  The  Council  established  at  Plymouth  in  the  Com 
of  Devon,  for  the  Planting,  ruling,  ordering  and  Governing  of  N 
England  in  America''  and  to  them  and  their  Successors  grants 
the  lands,  &c..  Viz.  That  aforesaid  part  of  America  lying  and  bei 
in  breadth  from  forty  Degrees  of  Northerly  Latitude  from  i 
Equinoctial  Line,  to  forty-eight  Degrees  of  the  said  northerly  1a 
tude  iuclusivcly  and  in  Length  of  and  within  all  the  Breadth  afo 
said  throughout  the  Main  Lands  fro»  Sea  to  Sea,  together  also  w 
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all  the  firm  Lands,  Soils,  Grounds,  &o.,  and  all  and  singular,  other 
Commodities,  Jorisdictions,  Royalties,  Privileges,  Franchises  and 
Preheminences  hoth  within  the  said  Tract  upon  the  Land,  n^n  the 
Main  and  also  within  the  said  Islands  and  seas  adjoining. — Pro- 
vided always,  that  the  said  Islands,  or  any  of  the  Premises  herein 
before  mentioned,  &  by  these  presents  intended  and  meant  to  be 
granted,  be  not  actually  possessed  or  inhabited  by  any  other  Chris- 
tian Prince  or  State  or  be  within  the  Bounds,  Limits  or  Territories 
of  that  southern  Cdony  heretofore  by  us  granted  to  be  planted  by 
divers  of  our  lovingnSubjects  in  the  South  Part 

March  19^,  1628.  And  did  further  command  &  anthoriie  the 
said  Council  and  their  Successors,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  to 
distribute,  convey,  assign  and  set  over  such  particular  portions  of 
said  Lands,  Tenements  and  Heriditaments  to  such  Subjects,  Adven- 
turers and  planters,  as  they  should  think  proper,  respect  being  had  as 
well  to  the  proportion  of  the  adventurers  as  to  the  special  Uaaard, 
Exporter  Merit  of  any  person  to  be  reoompenoed,  advanced  or  re- 
warded. The  said  Council  of  Plymouth  grant^  to  Sir  Henrv  Roswell, 
Ac.,  their  Heirs  and  Assig'ns  and  their  Associates  forever,  all  that  part 
of  New  England  in  America  aforesaid  which  lies  and  extends  between 
a  great  river  there  commonly  called  Monomacke,  alias  Merrimacke,  and 
a  certain  other  River,  there  oall'd  Charles-River,  being  in  the  bottom 
of  a  Bay  called  Massachusetts,  alias  Mattachusets,  alias  Mattatusets 
Bay ;  and  all  &  singular  those  Lands  &  Heriditaments  whatsoever 
lying  within  the  space  of  three  Englbh  miles  on  the  South  part  of 
the  said  Charles-River,  or  of  any  or  every  part  thereof;  and  also  all 
and  singular  the  Lands  &  Heriditaments  whatsoever  lying  and  being 
within  the  Space  of  three  English  Miles  to  the  Southward  of  the 
Southermost  part  of  the  said  Bay  called  Massachusets,  alias  Matta- 
chusets, alias  Mattatusets;  and  allso  all  those  Lands  and  Heridita- 
ments whatsoever  which  lie  and  be  within  the  Space  of  three  English 
Miles  to  the  Northward  of  the  said  River  called  Monomacke,  alias 
Merrimacke,  or  to  the  Northward  of  any  and  every  part  thereof,  and 
all  Lands  &  Heriditaments  whatsoever,  lying  within  the  limits  afore- 
said. North  and  south  in  Latitude  and  in  Breadth ;  and  in  Length 
and  Longitude  of  and  within  all  the  breadth  aforesaid,  throughout 
the  main  Lands  there,  from  the  Atlantic  and  western  Sea  and  Ocean 
on  the  East  part,  to  the  South  Sea  on  the  West  part,  and  all  the 
Lands  and  Grounds,  &c. 

March  4th,  1629.  King  Charles  the  first,  by  his  letters  Patent, 
under  the  Great  Seal  of  England,  did  grant  and  Confirm  unto  the 
said  S*  Henry  Roswell,  &c.,  their  Heirs  and  assigns  and  their  Asso- 
ciates, all  the  said  part  of  New  England  in  America  lying  and 
Extending  between  the  bounds  and  Limits  in  the  said  indenture 
expressed  &c. — Provided  always,  that  if  the  said  Lands,  Islands,  or 
any  of  the  premisses  before  mentioned,  and  by  the  said  letters  pattent 
last  mentioned,  intended  and  meant  to  be  granted,  were,  at  the  time 
of  the  Granting  of  the  said  former  letters  pattent^  daX^  \2k^^  >^(sa\ 
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Day  of  November,  Id  the  Eigbteenih  year  of  the  Beigft  of  Hii 
lAte  Majesty,  Kiog  James  the  firat,  actually  possesBed  or  iohabited 
by  any  other  Christian  prinee  or  State,,  or  were  within  the  Bounda, 
Limits  or  teritories  of  the  said  Soathem  Colony  then  before  granted 
by  the  aaid  King  to  be  planted  by  di? ers  of  his  loving  Subjects  in 
the  South  parts  of  America,  that  then  the  said  Grant  should  not 
Extend  to  any  such  parts  or  paroels  thereof  so  formerly  inhabited  or 
lying  within  the  bounds  of  the  Southern  Plantation  as  aforesaid; 
But  as  to  those  parts  or  parcels  so  poesessecLor  inhabited  by  any 
such  Christian  Prince  or  State,  or  being  wffiiin  the  Boundaries 
aforesaid,  should  be  utterly  Void. 

March  19th,  1631.  Robert  Earl  of  Warwick,  Prendent  of  the 
Council  of  Plymouth,  by  his  Deed,  bearing  date  the  19th  Day  of 
March,  A.  D.,  1631,  Did  give,  grant,  bargain,  sell  &  confirm  unto 
the  Right  Honble  William  Visoount,  Say  and  Seal,  Aa,  their  Heirs 
and  Aligns,  and  their  Associates  forever,  all  that  part  of  New 
England,  in  America,  which  lies  and  Extends  itself  from  a  Riveri 
there  called  Naragansett  River,  the  space  of  forty  Leagues,  upon  a 
straight  line,  near  the  Sea  shore,  towards  the  South  west,  West  and 
by  South  or  West,  as  the  coast  Lieth  towards  Vii^inia,  accounting 
three  English  Miles  to  the  League,  and  also  all  and  singular  the 
Lands  and  Hereditaments  whatsoever,  lying  and  being  within  the 
Lands  aforesaid.  North  and  South,  in  Latitude  and  breadth,  and  in 
Length  and  Longitude  of  and  within  all  the  Breadth  aforesaid, 
throughout  the  main  Lands,  there  from  the  Western  Ocean  to  tbe 
South  Sea,  and  all  Lands  and  Grounds,  Havens,  Rivers,  Waters,  fish- 
ings and  Hereditaments  whatsoever,  Lying  within  the  said  space, 
and  every  part  and  parcel  thereof,  and  also  all  the  Islands  lying 
in  America  aforesaid,  in  the  said  Seas  or  either  of  them,  on  the 
Western  or  Eastern  Coasts,  or  parts  of  the  said  Tracts  of  Land  by 
these  presents  mentioned  to  be  given  and  Granted.  To  Have  &  to 
Hold  unto  the  said  Wm.  Viscount,  Say  and  Seal,  &o.,  their  Heirs  & 
Assigns,  and  their  Associates  to  their  proper  use  and  behoof  forever 
more. 

The  Conoecticut  people  soon  after  established  Government,  and 
proceeded  to  Settle  on  tbe  Lands  aforesaid,  upon  tbe  Right  and  as 
Associates  of  the  Lords  Say  aud  Seal,  &c.,  under  tbe  patents  afore- 
said, which  Land  they  Wore  afterwards  vested  with,  Having 
obtained  tbe  Native  Kigbt  by  purchase  and  Conquest,  and  having 
settled  many  Towns  in  the  Eastern  part  of  said  patent,  and  as  far 
West  as  the  Dutch  possessions  near  Hudson's  River;  they,  as  early 
as  A.  D.,  1650,  extended  their  Claims  and  possessions  on  the  West 
side  of  Delaware  River,  and  made  purchases  of  large  Tracts  of 
Lands  of  the  Indians  there. 

In  1685  the  said  Plymouth  Company  surrendered  their  patent  to 
the  Crown. 

April  23d,  1662.  King  Charles  the  Second,  by  his  Letters 
patent;  under  the  Great  Seal  of  England;  bearing  Date  the  23d  Day 
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of  Aprily  A.  B.,  1662,  ordaiDed,  Constitated  and  Declared  John 
Wiothropy  John  Mason*  Sam.  Willys  and  Sixteen  others  by  Name, 
and  all  snch  others  as  then  were  or  thereafter  should  be  admitted, 
and  made  free  of  the  Company  and  Society  of  the  Colony  of  Conneo- 
ticnt,  in  America,  shoald  from  time  to  time  and  forever  thereafter, 
be  one  Body  Corporate  and  Politicke,  in  fact  and  in  Name,  by  the 
Name  of  the  Goyemor  and  Company  of  the  English  Colony  of 
Connecucnt,  in  New  England,  in  America,  with  certain  powers. 
Privileges  and  Authorities,  and  therein  granted  to  them  and  their  Suc- 
cessors, all  that  part  of  his  Dominions  in  New  England  in  America, 
boonden  on  the  East  by  Narragansit  River,  commonly  Narragansit 
Bay,  where  the  said  River  fklleth  into  the  Sea,  and  on  the  North 
by  the  Line  of  the  Massachusetts  Pkntation,  and  on  the  South  by 
ihe  Sea,  and  in  Longitude  as  the  Line  of  the  Massachusetts  Colony, 
running  from  East  to  West,  that  is  to  say,  from  the  said  Narragansit 
Bay  on  the  East  to  the  South  Sei^  on  the  West,  with  the  Islands 
thereunto  adjoining,  together  with  all  the  firm  lands,  &c.  To  Have 
and  to  hdd  the  same  unto  the  said  Governor  and  Company,  their 
Heirs,  Successors  and  Assigns  forever,  upon  Trust,  and  to  and  for 
the  Use  and  benefit  of  themselves  and  their  Associates,  freemen  of 
ihe  said  Colony,  their  Heirs  and  Assigns  to  be  holden  of  the  King, 
his  Heirs  &  Successors,  as  of  his  Manor  of  East  Greenwich,  in  free 
and  Common  Soocage,  and  not  in  Capite  or  by  Knight's  service. 

Whereby  the  said  Governor  and  Company  became  vested  with  the 
right  of  Jurisdiction  over  and  seised  of  the  Crown  Title  and  of  the 
exclusive  right  of  pre-emption  to  all  the  Lands  within  the  boundaries 
in  said  Patent  mentioned  and  described,  excepting  only  such  part 
of  the  same  as  was  then  actually  in  the  possession  of  the  Dutch. 
And  in  fact  the  lands  in  Controversy  between  the  States  of  Penn- 
sylvaniji  and  Connecticut  in  this  case  are  contained  within  the  said 
limits  of  said  Patent,  Via.,  Within  a  line  drawn  from  the  Ea$t  side 
of  a  Greek  or  river  called  Momanmechy  where  the  Fresh  WaUrfaUs 
into  the  Salt  at  high  Water  mark,  We^  parallel  to  the  south  line  of 
the  patents  to  the  MasMchuset*  aforesaid, 

March  12th,  1664.— King  Charies  the  second,  by  his  letters 
patent  under  the  Great  Seal  of  England,  bearing  date  the  12th  Day 
of  March,  A.  D.  1664,  gave  and  granted  unto  his  Royal  Brother 
James,  Duke  of  York,  all  that  part  of  the  main  land  in  New  Eng- 
land beginning  at  a  certain  place  called  and  known  by  the  Name  of 
Saint  Croise,  next  adjoining  to  New  Scotland,  in  America,  and 
from  thence  extending  along  the  Sea  Coast  unto  a  place  called 
Pemaquil  or  Penaquid,  and  so  up  the  river  thereof  to  the  further- 
most Head  of  the  same  as  it  tendeth  Northward,  and  extending 
from  thence  to  the  River  Kenebequic,  and  upwards  by  the  shortest 
course  to  the  River  called  Canada,  Northward,  and  also  all  that 
Island  or  Islands  commonly  called  by  the  several  name  or  names  of 
Mattawachus  or  Long  Island,  situate,  lying,  and  being  towards  the 
west  of  Cape  Cod  and  the  Narragansitts,  abuUvn^  ^^csdk  >^^  ^aaia^ 
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land  between  the  two  riycra  there  called  and  known  bj  the  Namei 
of  Connecticat  and  Hndson's  River,  together  also  with  the  Biid  river 
called  Hudson's  River,  and  all  the  land  from  the  West  side  of  Con- 
necticat river  to  the  East^side  of  Delaware  bay;  and  all  the  Beveial 
Islands  called  or  known  by  the  Names  of  Martha's  Vineyard  and 
Nantnckes,  otherwise  Nantucket;  together  with  all  the  lands,  Soils, 
Islands,  &o. 

The  Dutch  and  Swedes  were  at  that  time  possessed  of  the  Lands 
belonging  to  the  late  Colonies  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  and 
had  made  considerable  plantations  and  Improvements  there.— 
Which  settlements  aforesaid  of  the  Dutch,  &c.,  they  contended  were 
begun  as  early  as  in  the  year  1614,  prior  to  the  patent  of  the  Gooncil 
of  Plymouth. 

April,  1664. — King  Charles  the  second,  in  April,  1664,  made  a 
Conquest  of  the  Dutch  at  New  York,  and  a  Settlement  of  the  line 
between  the  Duke  of  York's  Governm*  Eastward,  and  the  Colony  of 
Connecticut  became  necessary. 

April  26th,  1664. — His  Majesty  having  constituted  and  appointed 
Col.  Rich'  Nicholas,  Sir  Robert  Carr,  Knight,  &o.,  his  Comrais- 
sioners  to  visit  the  New  England  Colonies  with  full  power  and 
authority  to  hear,  receive,  examine  and  Determine  all  Gomplainti 
and  Appeals,  and  proceed  in  all  things  for  providing  for  and  settling 
the  peace  of  said  Country ;  they  did  accordingly  settle  and  determine 
as  follows,  (Viz.)  By  virtue  of  his  Majesty's  Commission,  We  have 
heard  the  Difference  about  the  Bounds  of  the  patent  granted  to  his 
Royal  Highness  the  Duke  of  York  and  to  his  Majesty's  Colony  of 
Connecticut ;  and  having  deliberately  considered  the  reasons  alleged 
by  Mr.  Allen,  Sen',  Mr.  Gould,  Mr.  Richards,  and  Captain  \Vin- 
throp,  appointed  by  the  Assembly  held  at  Hartford,  the  13th  of 
October,  1664,  to  accompany  John  Winthrop,  Esqr,  the  Governor 
of  his  Majesty's  Colony  of  Connecticut,  to  New  York,  and  by  Mr. 
Howell  and  Capt.  Young  why  the  said  Long  Island  should  be  under 
the  Governm^  of  Connecticut,  which  are  too  long  here  to  be  recited. 
We  do  declare  and  Order  the  Southern  Bounds  of  his  Majest/s 
Colony  of  Connecticut  is  the  Sea,  and  that  Long  Island  is  to  be  ' 
under  the  Government  of  his  Royal  Highness,  the  Duke  of  York, 
as  is  expressed  by  plain  words  in  said  Charters  respectively.  And 
also  by  Virtue  of  his  Majesty's  Commission  and  by  the  consenfof 
both  the  Governors  and  the  Gentlemen  above  named,  we  do  also 
order  and  Declare  that  the  Creek  or  River  which  is  called  Monoro- 
mache,  which  is  reputed  to  be  about  twelve  miles  to  the  East  of 
West  Chester  and  a  line  drawn  from  the  East  point  or  side  where 
the  fresh  Water  falls  into  the  Salt  at  High- Water  mark.  North, 
North-west  to  the  line  of  the  Massachuscts,  be  the  Western  bounds 
of  the  said  Colony  of  Connecticut.  And  all  plantations  lying  West- 
ward of  that  Creek  and  line  so  drawn,  shall  be  under  his  Royal 
Highness's  Government ;  and  all  the  plantations  lying  Eastward  of 
that  Creek  and  lino  to  be  under  the  Government  of  Conncoticnt.  • 

To  this  the  Comm\88\oticT^\\\et<i\w  m^\3iNAQiTvft^^tQ.\si^w«\<t55.V\aut^sub- 
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Borib^  ID  the  words  following,  (Viz. :)  <<  We,  underwritteiii  on  be- 
**  half  of  the  Colony  of  Conneetiout,  have  assented  unto  the  Deter- 
**  mination  of  his  Majesty's  Commissioners  in  relation  to  the  bounds 
'<  and  limits  of  his  Koyal  Highness  the  Duke's  Patent  and  the 
*^  patent  of  Connecticut" 

June,  1673.  In  June,  1678,  New  York  and  its  territories  were 
recovered  by  the  Dotch,  and  their  Government  revived  again.  In 
1674,  on  a  treaty  of  peace  between  the  English  and  Dutch,  signed 
at  Westminster,  the  English  Government  was  restored. — June  29th, 
A.  D.  1674,  the  Duke  of  York  obuined  a  renewal  of  his  Patent 
The  Duke's  Governor  being  uneasy  at  the  former  settlm^  of  the 
line,  chiimed  a  resettlement  of  the  same ;  and  after  various  nego- 
eiations  and  agreements  between  Novr.  23, 1683,  and  1733,  the  line 
between  the  Duke's  Government  and  the  Government  of  the  Colony 
of  .Connecticut  was  finally  settled,  begining  at  Biram  river  at  the 
Sea,  a  few  Miles  East  of  the  former  settlement  of  said  line,  and  to 
extend  northward  to  the  line  of  the  Massachusetts,  as  in  said  settle- 
mont  is  expressed. 

King  Charles  the  second,  by  his  letters  patent,  bearing  date  the 
thirty- first  year  of  his  R^gn,  gave  and  granted  unto  W"  Penn,  his 
Heirs  &  Assigns,  all  that  Tract  or  Parcel  of  land  in  America,  with 
all  the  Islands  therein  contained,  as  the  same  is  bounded  on  tha 
East  of  Delaware  River  from  twelve  miles  Northward  of  New  Castle 
Town,  unto  the  three  and  fortieth  Degree  of  Northern  Latitude,  if 
the  said  river  doth  extend  so  far  Northwards  then  by  the  said  river, 
so  far  as  it  doth  extend  and  from  the  head  of  the  said  river,  the 
Eastern  bounds  are  to  be  determined  by  a  Meredian  line  to  be  drawn 
from  the  head  of  the  said  river  unto  the  said  three  and  fortieth 
degree — The  said  lands  to  extend  westward  five  Degrees  in  longitude, 
to  be  computed  from  the  said  Eastern  bounds  ; — And  the  said  lands 
to  be  bounded  on  the  North  by  the  beginning  of  the  three  and  for- 
tieth Degree  of  Northern  latitude,  and  on  the  South,  by  a  Circle 
drawn  at  twelve  mil^  distance  from  New  Castle,  Northwards,  and 
westwards  unto  the  beginning  of  the  fortieth  Degree  of  Northern 
latitude,  and  then  by  a  straight  line  Westward  to  the  limits  of  lon- 
gitude above  mentioned.  To  Pave,  hold,  possess  and  enjoy  unto 
the  said  William  Penn,  his  Heirs  &  Assigns,  &o. 

The  Northern  part  of  the  Bounds  and  limits  of  which  grant,  inter- 
feres with,  and  spreads  over,  some  parts  oT  the  Western  l^nds  before 
granted  to  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  and  confirmed  by  the  renewed 
barter  or  Patent  afors*  from  King  Charles  the  second,  for  about 
the  space  of  one  degree  of  Latitude  through  the  whole  breadth  of 
said  Grant,  being  nearly  the  42^  degree  of  North  latitude,  which 
occasions  the  present  Controversy.  Of  which  inference  the  said 
W"  Penn  had  notice  at  the  time  of  taking  out  his  Patent  afors"*. 

The  Colony  of  Connecticut  in  A.  D.  1753,  having  located  all  their 
lands  within  their  patent  East  of  New  York,  and  bcin^  in  a  Condition 
to  extend  their  settlements  on  the  other  part  of  iVx^\t  ^VrtqX  ^Vst^- 
said  to  the  Vfcstward  of  Delaware  lUver,  viVAc\i  \«^^  vol  ^^"^^^Tasa» 
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fetate  and  possessed  only  by  tbe  iDdians,  oertain  eompanies  of  adven* 
turers,  chiefly  from  said  OoloDy,  agreed  together  to  purdiaae  the 
native  right  to  said  lands  of  the  Indians,  k  to  extend  the  settle- 
ments of  the  Colony  of  ConneoUcut  on  the  Western  parte  of  eeid 
patent,  and  accordingly  did,  under  countenanoe  of  the  Authority  of 
said  Colony,  at  different  times,  make  sundry  poiohases  of  large  traots 
of  the  Indians,  native  Proprietors  of  s*  Lands,  on  the  Bnaqnehannsli 
and  Delaware  rivers,  within  the  limits  and  bonnds  of  the  patent  to 
the  Governor  and  Company  aforesaid;  and  in  A.  D.  1754,  said 
Companies  of  Adventurers  proceeded  and  made  setUements  on  said 
lands  so  pnrohased  as  aforesaid,  and  ever  sinoe'have,  tho'  with 
various  interruptions,  continued  to  hold  and  possess  the  same,  under 
the  title  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  And  the  Legislature  of  the 
Colony  of  Connecticut  have  approved  of  the  purchases  and  Settle- 
ments of  the  Adventurers  aforesaid,  and  have  aotoally  erected  and 
exercised  Jurisdictioii  in  and  over  s*  Territory  as  part  and  parcel  of 
said  Colony. 

All  which  Rights,  Powers,  priviledges  and  Jurisdictions  aforesaid 
of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  on  the  kte  happy  BavolutioD;  remained 
as  before.  Vested  in  the  State  of  Connectiont. 

And  thereupon,  the  Agents  of  the  State  of  Connecticut  pray  the 
Judgment  of  this  Hon'ble  Court  in  their  favour,  that  they  may  be 
quieted  in  the  Jurisdiction  and  property  in  and  over  the  lands  io 
Dispute  aforesaid. 

ELtPHT.DYEB,     ')  ._,   . 

^  Indarged— 17^2,  Nov.  12.  Proceedings  of  a  Court  of  Commis- 
sioners at  Trenton  on  the  dispute  between  Pennsylvania  and  Con- 
necticut. — 

No  31. 

The  Agents  for  the  State  of  Pennsa.  haviqg  further  prayed  the 
Opinion  of  the  Court  on  the  written  motions,  this  morning  ordered 
to  be  filed,  the  same  was  given  as  follows. 

The  Court  cannot  determine  what  motions  may  or  may  not  be 
proper  to  be  made  hereafter,  at  the  same  time  they  think  proper 
to  inform  the  Agents  on  both  sides  that  they  mean  to  govern  them- 
selves by  the  principles  of  Law  so  far  as  they  ought  to  apply  in  the 
present  Case.  23d,  Novr.  1782. 

Motion  No.  9,  A  Motion  was  made  by  the  Agent  for  the  State 
of  Connecticut  in  the  following  words  Viz. 

Trenton,  Novr.  23d,  1782. 
Pennsylvania  \ 

▼•  > 

Connecticut  j 
The  Agents  for  the  State  of  Connecticut  sensible  that  in   the 
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Course  of  ibis  Trial  they  will  have  oocasion  to  make  use  of  many 
DepodiiODg  taken  before  a  Jostioe  of  the  Peace  aooording  to  the 
Laws  of  the  State  in  which  they  were  taken  reapeetiDg  the  parohaae 
of  the  Indians  Sachems,  native  proprietors  of  said  Lands,  their 
Deeds  and  the  Execution  of  them,  the  Settlements  that  have  been 
made  on  sd.  La^da  and  sundry  other  matters  which  will  be  neces- 
sary in  sd.  Trial,  beg  leave  now  to  move  for  the  opinion  of  the  Couri 
whether  such  Depositions  taken  as  aforesaid  will  be  admitted  aa 
Evidence  in  the  Case. 

(Signed)        Dyer,  '\ 

Johnson,      V  Agents. 
Boot.  ) 

Which  being  followed  hj  a  motiop  from  the  Agents  for  Penn- 
sylvania in  these  words,  Viz. 

Novr.  23d,  1782. 

Motion  No  10,  The  Agents  for  Pennsylvania  in  reply  to  the 
written  motion  just  filed  by  the  Agents  of  Connecticut  praying  the 
dpinion  of  the  Court  respecting  the  admissibility  of  Testimony, 
before  the  Court  prooeeds  upon  a  hearing  of  the  Cause,  and  before 
the  Testimony  be  regularly  offered,  humotv  beg  leave  to  object  to 
the  same  motion  as  irregnlar  and  nnprecedent^,  and  such  as  th6 
Court  ought  not  to  decide  upon,  and  of  this  they  pray  the  opinion  of 
the  Court. 

(Signed,)        Wm.  6radfobD| 
Jas.  Wilson, 

JONA.   D.   SSRaSANT. 

The  Court  Determined  that  they  can  give  no  opinion  npon  the 
admission  of  Testimony  untill  regularly  offered. 

The  Agents  for  Pennsa.  gave  the  following  notice  in  writing  Viz. 

•  -  Pennsylvania  v.  Connecticut. 

Notice  No.  11,  The  A||ents  for  Pennsylvania  anxious  for  the 
speedy  determination  of  this  Cause,  and  desirous  that  the  Agents 
for  Connecticut  may  have  no  reason  to  complain  of  hardship  or  Sur- 
prize, do  hereby,  in  the  presence  of  the  Court,  give  notice  to  the 
said  Agents  for  Connecticut  that  they  shall  conceive  it  their  duty  to 
oppose  the  admission  of  any  exparte  depositions;  as  Evidence  in 
this  Cause,  and  that  they  shall  object  to  any  application  for  a 
Commission  to  take  the  Examination  of  Witnesses,  and  to  any 
motion  for  delaying  this  Cause  on  the  account  of  the  absence  of 
Witnesses  unless  such  motion  or  application  be  forthwith  made,  so 
as  to  avoid  unnecessary  delay. 

(Signed,)        Wm.  Bradford,  Jr., 
Jas.  Wilson, 

JONA.  D.  SfiRQXANT. 

23d,  Novr.  1782. 
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'^"'  Monday  26th,  Notr.  1783v 

Peiiii8ylvao»Y 

OoBBeotioat  y 

Answer  No.  12,  Now  the.  Agents  for  Oonneotimi^  in  aomrerto. 
the  Notice  givea  them  by  the  agents  for  Pennsylva.  on  the  28d 
instant.  Say,  that  they  bdng  desirous  of  a  Just  as  well  as  a 
ppeedy  decision  of  this  Cause,  and  that  they  relying  on  the  Wisdom^ 
Equity  and  Justice  of  this  Honble.  Court  that  all  questions  and 
motions  which  shall  come  before  them  will  be  righteously  Determined 
are  ready  to  proceed, — and  that  the  agents  for  Pennsylvania  may  not 
suffer  any  disadvantage  by  first  disolosinj^  there  Exhibits  &  Evi- 
dence, the  agents  of  Connecticut  are  willing  and  now  offer  to  go 
forward  ia  their  Exhibits  &  Prooff. 

E.  Dyer,  ^ 

I  Jesse  Root,  >■   Agents. 

W.  Sionl.  Johnson,   j 

Nov.  2  5th,  1782. 


Ordered^  tbut  the  Amts  for  the  State  of  Pemisylyania  proceed 
with  thw  proofs  and  QuibiMh— Mr.  Bradford  proceeded. 


26«h,  Nov. 
Mr^  Bradford  on  the  part  of  Pennsylvania  continued  the  proofs 
and  Exhibits. 


27th,  Novr.  • 

Mr  Bradford  continued,  &  closed  the  opening  of  the  Cause  on 
the  part  of  Penosa. 


29th,  Novr. 
Mr.  Dyer  on  the  part  of  Connecticut  proceeds  to  open  the  Cause 
and  produce  the  proofs  and  Exhibits  in  behalf  of  that  State. 


Saturday,  30th  Novr.  1782. 
Mr.  Dyer  Continued  his  proofs  and  exhibits. 


Hooday,  2nd  Deor.  1782. 
A  motion  was  made  by  the  agents  of  Pennsylvania  fiHr  a  Com- 
mission to  take  the  examination  of  Lord  Sterling  at  Albany  whicb. 
was  granted  and  diseoted  to. 

Mr.  Dyer  oontiones  his  prpofii  and -Exhibits  on  the  .part  of  the 
State  of  Gonneoticnt. 
Jndanedf 

Nov.  12, 1782.  Proceedings  of  a  Court  of  Commissioner  ajt  Tren- 
ton oil  the  dispute  between  Pennsylvania  and  Conneotioat 

Ko.  82 — ^Positions  ^y  thb  Aqenis  op  doNNEcricuT^.  1782. 

.  A.  D.  1494  &  6.  1st.  By  the  discovery  of  tho.  Cabots  the 
Grown  of  England  was  vested  with  a  right  of  Colpniaing  from  25^ 
to  68°  of  Northern  Latitude  in  America  &  with  the  right;  property 
and  preemption  to  all  the  I^nds,  from  Sea  to  Sea  in  sJOl  that  breadth 
throughout  the  main  land,  &o. 

[Prineee  Introdeetion,  pg.  94-7.] 

A.  D.  1606.  2nd.  In  1606,  King  James  the  1st  divided  the 
Country  afors'  into  two  Colonies  called  South  and  North  YirgiAiA- 

[Prince  part  Ist,  pg.  17.] 

A.  D.  1620.  8d.  In  1626,  King  James  tbe  1st  granted  to  the 
Council  of  Plymouth  all  the  afors*  Colony  of  North  Virginia  fh>m 
the  40^  to  the  48^  of  North  Latitude  inclusive  in  Longitude  from 
the  Atlantic  on  the  Esst  to  the  South  Sea  on  the  West,  in  the 
whole  breadth  throughout  the  main  Land,  and  gave  it  the  name  of 
New  England,  excepting  only  such  parts  as  were  actually  in  the 
possession  of  some  other  Christum  prince  with  power  of  granting 
planting  &  settling  &c.^ 

[Plymouth  patent.] 

1628  &  1629.  4th.  Many  subordinate  grants  were  made  by  s' 
Council  of  Plymouth  of  different  parts  of  said  Teritories,  particularly 
to  Sir  Henry  Roswell  &c.y  proprie's  of  the  province  of  the  Massaobu- 
aita  Bay,  in  A.  D.  1628,  of  the  lands  from  three  miles  south  of  Chai* 
river  to  three  miles  North  of  Merrimack  river,  and  in  longitude  that 
breadth  throughout  the  main  Land  from  Sea,  to  Sea,  which  grant 
in  A.  D.  1629  was  confirmed  by  King  Charles  the  Ist,  with  the 
exception  afors^i  in  the  Plymouth  pattent  more  fully  Expressed 
and  explained. 

[Prince  1st  part,  pg.  171  &  180.] 

5th.  In  1631  Robert  Earl  of  Warwick,  president  of  the  Council 
of  Plymouth,  having  obtained  a  grant  from  s'  Council  and  C<^\^\&ft^ 
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tion  thereof  by  the  Crown  coDveyed  to  the  Lord  Ssy  and  Seal  ft  all 
the  Lands  within  the  following  limits,  (tii-,)  all  that  part  of  New 
England  in  America^  which  lies  and  extends  itself  horn  a  River 
there  called  Narraganset  River,  the  space  of  40  leagoea  upoii  a 
strait^  on  the  Sea  shore  towards  the  South  South  Wesl|  or  Weat  an 
the  coast  lyeth  towards  Virginiai  accounting  three  English  Milea  to 
the  leaguoi  also  all  the  lands  &c.,  within  the  limits  a^^  North  and 
South  in  latitude  &  breadth,  &  m  length  &  longitude  of  and  within 
all  the  breadths  af^  thro-out  the  main  lands  there  from  the  Wettem 
Ocean  to  the  South  Sea. 

YI.  In  1635,  The  Council  of  Plymouth  resigned  thdt  patent  to 
the  Crown. 

VII.  The  Colony  of  Connecticut  1636,  setded  on  the  lands  af 
under  the  said  patents  as  associates  to  Lord  Say  k  Seal  fto.  in 
1638  formed  among  themselves  a  Constitution  of  Government 
obtained  from  the  Natives  their  rights  to  the  lands  by  purchase  & 
other  lawful  means,  and  extended  their  Settlements  westward  on  the 
Sea  coast,  as  far  as  Marramack,  about  40  leagues,  the  western 
boundary  of  the  Eastern  part  of  the  said  patent,  which  was  divided 
from  the  Western  part  by  the  possession  of  the  Dutch  in  Hudsons 
River ;  they  passed  over  the  Manhattoes  or  neW  Netherlands  &  ex* 
tended  their  Claims  and  Settlements  Westward  to  Delaware  river. 

YIII.  In  1662  King  Charles  the  2d  granted  to  the  Gov  and 
Comp'  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  and  therein  and  thereby  did 
give,  grant  &  Confirm  unto  s'  Gov'  and  Comp^  all  that  part  of  his 
Dominions  in  N.  England  bounded  East  on  Narragansit  river,  com- 
monly called  Narragansit  Bay,  where  the  said  River  falleth  into  the 
Sea ;  on  the  North  by  the  Line  of  the  Massachusetts  plantation,  A 
on  the  SouUi  by  the  Sea,  and  in  Longitude  as  the  Line  of  the 
Massachusetts  Colony,  running  from  East  to  West,  that  is  to  say 
from  the  said  Narragansit  bay  on  the  East,  to  the  South  Sea  on  the 
West  part,  &c. 

IX.  In  1664  King  Charles  the  2d  gave  a  patent  to  his  brother, 
the  Duke  of  York,  of  all  that  part  of  New  England  from  St.  Croix, 
next  adjoiDing  to  New  Scotland,  from  thenco,  on  the  Sea  Coast  to 
Pemaquid,  and  so  up  that  River  to  its  head,  as  it  tendeth  North- 
ward, and  Extending  from  thence  to  the  river  Kenebeque,  and 
upwards,  by  the  shortest  Course,  to  the  River  Canada,  northward, 
also  the  Island  called  Mattowack's  or  Long  Island,  with  the  said 
River  Hudson  &  all  the  Lands  from  the  west  side  of  Connecticut 
River  to  the  East  side  of  Delaware  Bay,  with  the  Islands  called 
Martha's  Vineyard  &  Nantucket,  &c. 

X.  The  Crown  of  England  having  granted  all  the  Lands  from  the 
40^  to  48°,  N.  Latitude,  to  the  Plymouth  Company,  excepting  aa 
therein  is  excepted ;  the  Duke  of  York's  patent  took  effect  by  force 
of  the  Exception  in  the  patent  to  the  Plymouth  Company,  &  accord- 
ingly in  the  settlement  of  the  Line  with  Connecticilt,  the  Duke's 
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patent  was  rediieed  nearly  to  the  Datoh  possessions  on  Hndson's 
Biver,  Eastward. 

XI.  In  1753  the  Colon j  of  Oonnecticnt,  having  settled  all  the 
Lands  in  their  patent  East  of  their  Line,  settled  with  the  Duke  of 
York,  several  CompAiiies  of  Adventurers  were  formed  for  the  purpose 
of  making  settlements  within  the  Charter  and  patent  af^,  on  the 
West  of  Delaware  River,  agreeable  to  the  original  Extent  thereof, 
and  parchased  of  the  Indians,  the  Native  proprietors,  snndir  large 
tracts  of  Land  on  the  Delaware  &  Sosquehannah  Rivers,  and  made . 
many  Settlements  there  on  the  Lands  in  Controversy,  under  the 
Colony  of  Connecticut,  of  which  the  G^n.  Assembly  of  Connecticut 
have  spproved. 

XII.  The  Colony  of  Connecticut,  always  considering  the  Land  in 
dispute  to  be  within  their  Charter  &  Patent,  in  1771,  £ing  informed 
that  the  proprietors  of  Pennsylvania  pretended  seriously  to  Claim  the 
said  Land,  applied  for  snd  obtained  the  Opinion  of  L«imed  Council 
in  England  on  the  Question,  and  at  a  General  Assembly  held  at  N. 
Haven,  Oct.,  1778,  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  did  assert  their  right 
of  Jurisdiction  of  property  &  of  preemption  in  and  to  the  Lands  in 
Question,  &  for  many  Tears  last  past  have  actually  exercised  Juris- 
diction over  the  same. 

XIII.  The  Colony  of  Connecticut  at  the  time  of  the  late  Revolu- 
tion were  in  fact  seized  of  the  right  of  Jurisdiction  of  property  &  of 
the  right  of  preemption  in  and  to  all  the  territory  in  their  Charter 
and  patent  a^,  including  the  Lands  in  Question,  and  were  then  in  the 
Actual  possession  of  the  Same^  and  exerMsing  Jurisdiction  over  them. 

Indortedy 

Positions  by  the  A^nts  of  Connecticut  of  their  title  in  the  Con- 
troversy between  that  State  and  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  Qecem- 
ber,  1782. 


No.  33 — Positions  op  the  part  or  Pennsylvania. 


Pennsylvania 

vs. 
Connecticut. 


! 


State  and  representation  of  the  right  of  Pennsylvania  in,  to  and  over 
all  that  Tract  of  land  in  America  as  the  same  is  bounded  jon  the 
East  by  the  river  Delaware,  on  the  North  by  the  beginins  of  the 
43^  degree  of  Northern  latitude,  on  the  South  by  the  States  of 
Delaware,  Maryland  &  Yirffinia,  and  extending  Westward  five 
Degrees  of  Longitude  from  me  same  Eastern  boundary. 
Position  I.  That  North  America  being  discovered  by  Cabot^  in 

the  yein  1494  &  1496,  The  Grown  of  EngUnd  assumed  thftxv^V^I 
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Granting  ibe  property  «nd  Jarisdiolion  tbeieof  to  ita  Subjaetiby 
Letters  Patent.     [2*  Harris  Vay.,  190. 

XL  That  in  the  jear  1681,  the  Crown  of  Englaaci  juttly  oonsidered 
all  the  Lands  in  America,  westward  of  Delaware  riYer^nd  North- 
wards of  Baltimore's  Patent,  as  u^granted  Land,  ft  open  to  a  new 
Patent. 

III.  That  accordingly,  in  the  same  year,  King  Charlca  the  seooad 
Granted  to  WiUiam  Fenn  &  his  Heirs  &  Assigns,  '<  all  that  Traet 
'<  of  Land  in  America  as  the  same  is  bounded  on  the  East  by  Dela- 
'<  ware  river  from  twelve  miles  distance  Northward  of  New  Caatle 
<<  Town,  unto  the  43^  of  Northern  latitude,  if  the  same  river  doth 
^'  extend  so  far  northward ;  then  by  the  said  river  so  far  as  it  doth 
**  extend,  and  from  the  Head  of  the  said  river  the  Eastern  bounds 
'<  are  to  be  determined  by  a  Meridian  Line  to  be  drawn  from  the 
«  head  of  the  said  river  unto  the  said  43^ ;  the  said  Land  to  extend 
*'  Westwards  five  degrees  in  Louffitude,  to  be  computed  from  the  said 
''  Eastern  bounds,  and  the  said  Lands  to  be  bounded  on  the  North 
<<  by  the  brining  of  the  43^  of  Northern  Latitude,  and  on  the  South 
*^  by  a  circle  drawn  at  twelve  miles  distance  from  New  Castle  Town 
'<  Northwards,  and  Westwards  unto  the  begining  of  the  40^  degree  of 
*'  Northern  Latitude,  and  then,  by  a  straight  line  to  the  limits  of  Lon- 
*'  gitude  above  mentioned ;"  by  which  Letters  patent  the  Powers  of 
Government  &  the  right  of  Scnl  within  the  Limits  afsi*,  were  conveyed. 
rOriginal  produoed.  Copy  in  the  1**  Vol.  of  Laws,  and  in  the  1** 
Vol.  of  the  Votes  of  Assembly. 

IV.  That  this  Grant  was  long  depending  before  the  King  in 
Council— considered  with  more  attention  and  caution  than  usual — 
and  after  hearing  all  objections  that  could  be  made  to  it,  was  passed 
on  the  4^  of  March,  1680 — ^in  consideration  of  Debts  Due  from  the 
Crown,  &  also  in  consideration  of  the  Services  of  Sir  William 
Penn,  the  Father  of  the  Grantee — And  that  the  same  grant  or 
Charter  was  immediately  published  by  the  Proprietor,  William  Penn. 
[9  Vol.  Biog.  Die,  pg.  248.  2  Vol.  Harris'  Voy.,pg.  293.  1  Vol. 
Votes  of  Assembly,  pg.  8.  4  Bac,  212  ;  2  Inst.,  446,  For  value 
as  consis*  to  be  lib^  taken.  2  Dang.,  306.  1  Vot.  Ass'y,  8, 9, 10, 
IL     9  Biog.  Diet.,  248.] 

V.  That  to  prevent  any  Claim  which  the  Duke  of  York  might 
have  upon  Pennsylvania,  the  said  William  Penn  obtained  a  release 
from  him  of  all  such  his  right,  title  or  interest,  by  Deed  duly  executed, 
bearing  date  the  21>'  Day  of  AugS  1682.  [1  Vot.  Ass'y,  copy  of 
release.  2  Doug.,  305.     1  Cold.  Hist.,  52,  53, 104.  Husk.,  15,  16. 

VI.  That  upon  the  faith  of  this  Grant  great  numbers  came  from 
Europe  to  Pennsylvania,  extended  the  Settlements  already  begun, 
and,  together  with  the  proprietors,  exercised  Jurisdiction  over  alfthe 
lands  within  the  bounds  of  the  said  patent,  untill  the  Revolution  in 
the  Year  1776.  fProv.  Laws,  112.  Council  Book  F.,  Sep.  21»*,  1722. 
Prov.  Ijswb,  152, 200.  2  Cold.  Hist.,  115,  131,  2,  4.  Prov.  Laws, 
280.  284,  273,  158,  430.    Connect.  Laws,  52.  Litehfield  Co'y.j 
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yn.  That  not  content  with  (he  title  which  the  patent  gave  him 
to  the  Soily  (which  could  be  no  more  than  the  right  of  Pre-emption,) 
tho'  their  noprietor  and  his  sneeessora  pnrchaaed  the  Landb  from 
the  Native  Indians  for  valnable  oonddeiationey  and  in  this  equitable 
manner  obtained  a  jaat  and  complete  title  to  almost  all  the  Lands 
within  the  bounds  of  the  then  province  of  Pennsjlvania.  [Dun- 
mor's  Defence,  18.  2  Bee.  His.  Col.,  848.  1  Daug.,  5  Indian 
Deeds  from  No.  2  to  No.  43.  Cold.  Eisc^  106.  Council  Book  M. 
in  1749  &  1754.    Indian  Treatjs.] 

VIII.  That  in  1736  (being  72  years  after  the  Charter  of  Con- 
necticut wans  granted^  and  during  which  time  there  was  not  a  pretence 
of  a  Claim  by  that  colony  to  any  Lands  within  the  limits  afcnrs*,) 
The  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations  in  a  public  and  solemn  manner  con- 
veyed the  right  of  Pre-emption  to  the  then  Proprietaries;  and  cove- 
nanted to  sell  the  Lands  within  the  Limits  of  the  Charter  of 
Pennsylvania  to  none  hut  to  them^  their  Heirs  and  Assigns.  [Indian 
Deeds  N*  8^  and  No.  87.    2  Cold.  Hist.] 

IX.  That  in  1754  and  1768,  a  Second  and  third  Deed  of  the 
same  kind  was  made  in  the  same  manner,  and  the  former  Deed 
recognized :  It  was  alsoreoogiuicd  at  Fort  Stanwix  in  1768.  [Indian 
Dee&  No.  39  and  No.  41.    Treaty  of  Fort  Stan'z.] 

X.  That  actual  Settlements  were  made  by  the  Inhabitants  of 
Pennsylvania,  &  under  rights  derived  from  the  proprietaries  on  the 
Lands  in  Controversy,  for  [more]  than  twenty  yearsj  before  any  claim 
or  settlements  on  those  Lands  werennade  by  any  persons  claiming 
imder  Connecticut.  [Surveys,  No.  89^  A.,  Jnly,  1780.  No.  82,  B., 
May,  1730.  No.  28,  C,  May,  1782.  No.  48,  D.,  May,  1782.  No. 
84,  E.,  Oct',  1780.  Testimony  of  James  Van  Aken,  Esq'.  Aetna! 
Settlement  in  1740.] 

XI.  That  by  an  Act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania  (then 
and  still  being  a  firee  sovereign  and  independent  State,)  passed  on  the 
27<^  Day  of  November,  1779,  all  the  Estate,  title  and  interest  of  the 
then  proprietaries,  is  vested  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania, 
ID  consideration  whereof,  the  sum  of  £130,000  sterling  money  is 
granted  to  the  said  Proprietaries.   [Laws  of  the  Commonwealth,  pg.] 

Jndorud, 
Inter 
Pennsylvania^  Positions 

and         V       of 
Connecticai.  )  -Penned. 


Ko.  84-^]>IK2>8   pRODUOffi  tN  EVIDHIOS  AT  TntNTOlT,  1788. 

No.  1.  Indian  Purchase  made  by  the  Dutch  of  Land  between 
Bombay  Hook  &  Cape  Henlopen.  [Hissing  belongs  to  the  Dek- 
ware  State.] 
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No.  2.  8  numbeTB  nark'd  2.  July  15Ui,  1S82.  An  Original 
Deed  eaten  by  Mice  in  eome  partSy  bat  tbe  Marks  &  Seals  motUy 
perfect,  ezeoated  for  Lands  in  Pennsylvania  lying  between  Delaware 
Falls  &  Nisbaminy  oreek  with  the  Islands  Mahniknnks,  Sapossioks, 
and  Orecktons  in  Consideration  of  a  large  Quantity  of  Goods  &  800 
Guilders  in  money,  with  an  Indorsement  of  the  Ist^  Angoat  1682, 
execated  by  other  Indians  Owners  of  some  of  the  Lands  t  Islands 
comprised  in  the  said  Deeds. 

Indian  Names  to  the  Original  Deed.    [N.  B.  not  on  Beoord.] 
IdquahoNi  SHAUaWAOiaHON, 

i.  anottowb,  swanpisse, 

Idquoqueywon,  NahooseYi 

Sahoppe  for  himself  &  Oko-         Tomackhickon, 

NICKON,  WiSKBKITT, 

MEBKEK0W0S7,  TaLAWSIS — 

Obekton  for  Mannamset.  Indian  Sachamakers 

Indians  Names  to  the  Indorsment 
Idquoquetwon,  Essexamabthatts, 

8WANPI86E,  NAJIirBSHESSHAM, 

FlLERAPPAMONDi  PyLERHAY. 

With  two  Counterparts  signed  by  Govemr.  Wm.  Markham  before 
witnesses. 

No.  3.  Jane  23, 1683  !Swo  numbers  mark'd  No.  3.  Grant  of 
Tamanen  &  Metamequan  and  other  Indians  of  their  Lands  between 
Pennepack  &  Nisbaminy  creeks  &  all  dong  Nisbaminy  with  an 
acknowledgment  of  Beciet  of  Gk)ods  in  Consideration  for  sud  Lands. 
[Not  recorded.] 

No.  4.  do.  Grant  of  the  same  Lands  from  other  Indians  all  along 
Nishaminy  &  2  days  Journey  backwards  with  a  Horse.  [Not 
recorded.] 

No.  4.    do.'  A  Duplicate  of  the  same.     [Not  recorded.] 

No.  5.  June  25  1683.  Grant  of  Lands  on  the  West  Side  of 
Schuylkill  from  Wingebone  beginning  at  the  first  Falls  and  from 
'  thence  all  along  the  said  Biver  as  far  as  his  Bight  goes.  [Not 
recorded.] 

No.  6.  July  14th,  1683.  Grant  of  Lands  lying  betwixt  Manai- 
unk  alias  Schuylkill  &  Pemmapecka  creeks,  so  far  as  the  Hill 
called  Consohookin  on  the  said  Biyer  Manaiunk  &  from  thenoe  by 
a  North-East  Line  to  the  Biver  Pemmapacka,  Sign'd  by  the 
following  Indians — Nene-Shickban,  Malibore^  Nesbanockci  &  wit- 
nessed by  Catemus,  Indian  King,  With  particular  acoot.  inserted  of 
the  Goods  &c.^  paid  on  acct.  of  said  Lands.     [Not  recorded.] 

No.  7.  5th  Month  14tb,  1688.  Grant  of  Lands  lyins  between 
Manaiunk  aliaS;  Schuylkill  beginning  on  the  West  Side  of  Manaiunk 
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called  OoDBofaockon  &  from  thenoe  by  a  Westerly  Line  to  Maoopan- 
aekhan,  iliaa  Chester  River,  from  Secane,  and  ^noquehan,  Indian 
Sacfaemmakers  &  Right  Owners  of  said  Lands,  With  List  of  Goods 
reed.  In  Consideration  of  said  Lands.     Not  recorded.* 

No.  8.  1683,  Sept'  10th.  Grant  from  Keketappan  of  Opasis- 
knnk  for  his  half  of  all  his  Land  betwixt  Sasqnehannah  &  Delaware 
which  lieth  on  the  Sagquehannah  Side,  With  a  Promise  to  sell  at  the 
next  Spring  on  his  return  from  hunting  his  Right  to  the  other  half 
of  said  Lands.     [Not  recorded.]"^ 

No.  9.  1683,  Sep'  7th.  Answer  of  Mobocks,  Cajngas,  Oneidos 
&  Onondago  Indians  at  the  Mohock's  Castle  to  Wm.  Penn's  Belts 
certified  by  the  Interpreter  of  the  Province  of  N.  York,  Aimont 
Com  Viel  &  translated  by  the  Secretary  Rob<  Livingston,  wherein 
those  Indians  set  forth  their  Conquest  of  the  Sasqnenannah  Landa 
and  their  Willingness  to  sell  to  Wm.  Penn. 

Extracted  from  the  Minnte  Books  of  the  Commiss'rs  at  Albany. 

No.  10,  &  Duplicate.  1683,  Sepf  26th.  Propositions  of  the 
same  Indians  to  the  Commiss'rs  of  Albany,  wherein  they  say  that 
Four  years  before  they  had  delivered  the  Sasqnehannah  Indians  to 
Oovern'r  Dnngan  and  now  deliver  them  again. 

Extracted  out  of  the  Minute  Book  of  the  Commiss'rs  at  Albany, 
&  certified  by  Secretary  Rob*  Livingston. 

No.  11.  1683,  Sep'  26.  Answer  of  Com'rs  to  the  said  Propo- 
sitions, wherein  they  give  the  Indians  Goods  as  a  Confirmation  of 
the  Gift  of  the  said  Lands  to  Govn'r  Dungan  and  they  receive  the 
Delivery  of  them. 

Extracted  from  the  same  Minute  Book  and  certified  by  the  same 
Person. 

No.  12.  1683,  Sepf  r  28.  Resolution  of  Commissioners,  that 
Wm.  Penn's  Agent  cannot  treat  till  an  Answer  arrives  from  Govern' 
Dungan,  upon  which  Indians  decline  to  stay  &  presist  in  their  Deed 
to  G^v'r  J&ungan. 

Extracted  from  the  same  Minute  Book  &  certified  by  the  same 
Person. 

No.  18.  16^3,  8*^  y*  4th.  Pinal  Answer  of  Albany  Commis'rg 
to  Mr.  Wm.  Haig  &  Mr.  James  Graham,  Agents  of  Prop'  Wm. 
Penn,  referr*  them  to  Govenor  Dungan  for  the  Purchase  of  the  Sas- 
qnehannah Lands.     "  Extracted"  as  No.  12. 

No.  li.  1683,  8*'  18.  Assignment  of  Lands  lying  between 
Delaware,  Chesapeak  Bay  &  Sasquehannah  River  from  Machaloha 
Owner  of  said  I^inds,  &  signed  in  the  Presence  of  many  Indians— 
Whoee  Names  are  partly  eaten  off  the  Deed  by  the  Mice."^ 

No.  15.  1683, 10  mo.  y«  19th.  A  promised  Engagement  of  Seketa- 
Doa  Mid  Kalehickop  &  Nocheotamen  &  Toonis  &  Leleghanan  &  Wip- 
paia  to  sell  to  the  Prop'  Wm.  Penn  in  the  Spring  next  all  their 

*  These  are  printed  in  ArchlTea,  VoL  L    Sea  also  to\Vy):a\i.^v^^^ 
—Note. 

Vol.  IX.— si 
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Lands  lying  on  Ghrifltiana  &  upland  Gi|fek|  after  tbe  aame  Mamtor  as 
Kehlappan  &  Others  sell  theirs — With  an  Aoknowledgment  of  Bm^ 
of  some  Goods  in  part  of  Pay. [Not  recorded.] 

No.  16.  1684, 3d  4th  Month.  Grant  of  Lands  on  Pahkefaoman 
from  Maughougsinh  Acknowledgment  of  Goods  reo'd  in  SatbfacUon 
&  a  Promise  never  to  molest  any  Christians  that  shall  settle  thereon 
^  Order  of  the  Prop'  Wm.  Penn.     [Not  recorded.]* 

No.  17.  4th  Month  7th,  1684.  Grant  of  Lands  on  both  sides 
of  Pcmmapecka  creek  on  the  River  Delaware  from  Richard  Metta- 
roicont,  Owner  of  said  Lands,  with  an  acknowledgment  of  Satisfaction 
received  &  Promise  not  to  molest  any  Christians  settled  therein  by 
order  of  Propr.  Wm.  Penn.     [Not  recorded.]* 

No.  18.  1685,  5th,  mo.  ye.  30.  Grant  of  J^ands  lying  between 
Macoponackan  (alias  upland  now  Chester  River  or  creek)  and  the 
River  or  Creek  jPemmapecka  (now  called  Dublin  creek, — Beginning 
at  the  mil  called  Consohickin  on  the  River  Manaiunk  alias  Schnyl- 
kill  from  thence  extending  a  Paralel  Line  to  the  said  Macoponackan 
or  Chester  creek  by  a  South  T^^esterly  Course,  and  from  the  said 
Consohickin  Hill  to  the  aforesaid  Pcmapecka  (or  Dublin)  creek  by 
siiid  Parallel  Line  North  Westerly,  and  so  up  along  the  said  Pema- 
pecka  creek  as  far  as  the  creek  extends  and  from  thence  North 
Westerly  back  into  the  Woods  to  make  up  two  full  Days  Journeys 
as  far  as  a  Man  can  go  in  two  days  from  the  said  Station  &ca.,  With 
acknowledgment  of  Goods  &ea.,  received  in  Satisfaction — The  Deed 
signed  by  Shakhoppoh,  Secane,  Malibore,  Tangoras. — Indian  Sachem 
makers  and  right  owners  of  said  Lands  &  attested  ^  many  other* 
Indians  of  Note,  &  Christian  "^s  sent.     [Not  recorded.]* 

No.  19.  Augt.  ye.  2d,  1684.  Proposition  of  the  Onondaga  & 
Cayuga  Sechams  made  in  the  Town  Hall  of  Albany  before  the  Right 
Honoble.  the  Lord  Effingham  Gov.  of  Virginia,  &  Col.  Thomaa 
DuDgan  Gov.  of  New  York.,  purporting  that  they  had  put  all  their 
Lands  &  themselves  under  the  Protection  of  the  Great  Duke  of 
York. 

No.  20.  1685,  2d  mo.  &  a  Duplicate  Grant  of  Lands  from 
Quiug  Quiogus  called  duck  creek  unto  Upland  called  Chester  Cre^k 
all  along  bv  the  West  Side  of  Delaware  River  and  so  between  the 
paid  creeks  backwards  as  far  as  a  Man  can  ride  in  two  Days  with  a 
Horse,  acknowledge  Satisfaction  received. — Deed  signed  by  Pare, 
Packeoah,  Turcekhan,  Siehais,  Pitqnassitt,  Towis,  Essepenaick,  Petk- 
hoy,  Kekelappan,  Eomus,  Machaloha,  Metcheconga,  Wissa,  Porvey, 
Indian  Kings,  Sachem  Makers  &  Right  Owners  of  all  the  said  Lands. 
[Recorded  in  Book  F.  Vol.  8,  Page  121, 21st  April,  1785.]* 

An  Exemplified  Copy  of  the  same. 

No.  21.  Angt.  20,  1683.     A  very  ancient  Copy  of  a  Deed  from 
Mayhkeerickkishsho^  Sayhoppey,   Taughhaughseyi  Indian   Kings, 
♦  Printed  in  Vol.  I. 
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ft  rigbt  owners  of  the  said  Lands  for  all  that  Traot  and  those  Tracts 
of  Lands  lying  and  being  in  the  Provinee  of  Pennsylvania,  Begining. 
from  a  Corner  marked  Spmoe  Tree  by  the  Elver  Delaware  about 
Mackeerickkitten  and  from  thenoe  running  along  the  Ridge  or  Foot^ 
of  the  Mountaina  Wst.  N.  Wst,  to  a  comer  White  Oak  marked  with 
the  Letter  P.  Standing  by  the  Indian  Path  yt.  leadeth  to  an  Indian 
To?m  called  Playwickey  and  from  thenoe  extending  Westward  to 
Neshaminy  Creek  from  which  said  Line  the  said  Tract  or  Tracts 
hereby  granted  to  extend  itself  back  into  the  Woods  as  far  as  a  Man 
can  go  in  one  day  &  a  half  &  bounded  Westerly  as  far  as  the  most 
Westerly  Branch  of  said  Neshaminy  creek^  &c.,  together  with  all  the 
Islands  in  the  River  Delaware,  Witnessed  by  several  other  Indians 
&  Christians.  [Not  recorded,  wanting  &  immaterial  Included  in  the 
Deed  of  1736  &  other  Deeds  &  determined  in  Favor  of  the  Pro- 
prietors of  i'ennsylvanm  at  the  Treaty  of  Easton  before  Sir  Wm. 
Johnston.  See  Council  Books.  This  Deed  of  Augt.  20th,  L686 
expressly  confirmed  by  the  Deed  herein  after  mentioned,  No.  35,  and 
Dated  25th  Augt.  1737.]* 

No.  22.  1692,  June  15.  Qrant  of  Lands  lying  between  Nesha- 
min  agnd  Poquessing,  upon  the  River  Delaware,  &  extending  back- 
wards to  the  utmost  Bounds  of  the  said  Province.  With  aoknowledm^ 
of  Satisfaction  rec'd.  Signed  King  Taminent — King  Tangorus— 
King  Swampes — King  Hickoqueon,    [Not  recorded.]* 

No.  23.  1696,  Jani'12.  Governor  Dungans  Lease  for  1000  yean 
for  Lands  on  both  Sides  the  River  Sasquehannah,  &  the  Lakes 
adjacent  as  far  as  the  Oreat  bay  of  Chesapeak.* 

No.  24.  1696,  Jan^  13.  Governor  Dungan's  Release  in  Feo  of 
the  saske  Lands  to  William  Penn.* 

No.  26.  1697,  July  the  5th.  Granted  of  Lands  lyin^  between 
the  Creek  called  Pemapeck,  and  the  Creek  called  Neshammg  in  the 
Province  of  Pennsylvania,  and  extending  in  Length  from  the  Dela- 
ware so  far  as  an  Horse  can  travel  in  two  Summer  Days,  and  to 
carry  its  Breadth  according  to  the  several  Courses  of  the  two  Creeks 
will  admit  to  the  end  of  its  main  Branch,  and  then  upon  a  direct 
Course  of  each  side  to  its  full  breadth* 

Deed  Signed  by 
King  Taminey,  Yaquekhon,  alias  NicholaSi 

Weheeland,  Quenamequid  alias  Charles. 

Weheeqneekhon,  alias  Andrew, 

[Acknowledged  in  open  Court  at  Philad%  6  July,  1697.  Re- 
corded in  Rolls  Office,  7th  12  mo.,  1697-8,  in  Book  E.  3  Vol., 
Pa^es  57  &  58.]* 

No.  26.  1700,  ApriTl6.  Engagement  from  mider  the  hands  & 
Sfsala  of  E^teoquean  and  Metashiohay  (two  Ind*  Kings)  to  put  and 

*  Printed  in  Vol.  I; 
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maintain  the  Prop'  Wm.  Peon  in  qniett  Poesearion  of  the  latnd 
Sepaasaing  granted  him  bj  them  18  jeara  ago. 

No.  27.  1700,  Septr  18th.  Deed  for  Lands  lying  on  both  Sidea 
ihe  Sasqaehannah  River  and  all  the  Islands  in  said  RiTer  and  next 
adjoin'g  the  same  and  extending  to  the  ntmoat  Confines  of  the  Landa 
which  are  or  formerly  were  the  Right  of  the  People  called  Sasqae- 
hannah Indians,  or  wbateyer  other  name  they  were  called.  Also 
ratifying  and  confirming  the  aale  of  said  Lands  made  by  them  to 
Col.  Dungsn. 

Deed  signed  by 
Widaagh,  alias  Oryhjagh,     '\  Kings  &  Sachems  of  the  Sasqneh*  Ind* 
Andaggy,     '*    Jankquagh.  (^&  the  River  of  that  name  &  lands  lying 

J  on  both  Sides  thereof. 

Recorded  at  Philad%  in  Book  F.  Vol.  8.  Page  242.  26  Aug*. 
1735.* 

No.  28.  1701,  April  23.  Articles  of  Agreement  between 
William  Penn  &  the  Sasquehannah,  Shawonah,  Potowmack  and 
Conestogoe  Indians,  wherein  among  other  things  they  ratify  and 
confirm  OoV  Dangan's  Deeds  of  the  12  &  13  Jan'y,  1696,  and 
the  Deed  of  the  Saequehannah  Indians  Oretyagh,  &c*.,  of  7^'  13, 
1700.     Recorded  in  Philad-,  in  Book  F.,  Vol.  18,  p.  43.*. 

No.  2.  1718,  7^',  the  17.  Release  from  Sundry  Delawara 
Indian  Chiefs  for  all  the  Lands  situate  between  the  two  Rivers  Dela- 
ware &  Sasquehannah,  from  Duck  Creek  to  the  Mountains  on  this 
Side  Lcehay  with  an  Acknowledgment  that  they  have  seen  and  heard 
divers  Deeds  of  Sale  read  unto  them  under  the  Hands  and  Seals  of 
former  Kings  &  Chiefs  of  the  Delaware  Indians,  y  Ancestors  &  Pre- 
decessors who  were  owners  of  said  Lands,  by  which  they  had  granted 
the  said  Lands  to  Wm.  Penn,  with  which  they  were  satisfied  and 
content,  which  for  a  further  Consideration  of  Goods  delivered  them 
they  now  confirm. 

Deeds  signed  by 
Sassoonah,  Ayyamaikan, 

Meetasbeechay,  Opekasset, 

Ghettjpeneeman,        Pepawmaman, 
Pokehais,  &  others. 

Recorded  in  Book  A.  Vol.  6.  Pa.  59  &  60.  13  May,  1728. 

No.  30.  1726,  May  the  31*^  Release  from  Sheekokonickan 
Hekanoppy,  Talowlis,  George  alias  Seegahtachman,  for  all  that  Tract 
of  Land  stuate  on  both  Sides  of  the  Brandywine  Creek,  from  the 
Mouth  thereof  where  it  enters  the  River  Delaware,  up  to  a  certain 
Rock  in  the  said  Creek,  near  the  upper  Line  of  Abraham  Marshall's 
Land.     [Not  recorded.]  ^ 

No.  81.  1732,  Septr.  7*^.    Release  of  all  those  Tracts  of  Land 
lying  on  or  near  the  River  Schuylkill,  situate  &  lying  between  those 
♦  Printed  in  YoL  L 
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Hills- called  Lechaiy  Hilb,  ft  tbose  Hills  called  Kittytamenin  Hills, 
which  cross  the  River  Schuylkill  about  thirty  Miles  above  the  said  Lec- 
haiy Hills,  and  all  Land  whaOt^ever  lying  within  the  said  Bounds  ft 
between  the  firanches  of  Delaware  River  on  the  Eastern  Side  of  the 
said  Land  and  the  Branches  or  streams  mnning  into  the  River  Saa- 
quehannah  on  the  Western  Side  of  the  said  Land. — Deed  signed  by 

Sassoonan,  alias  Allamapis,-^-Ohopamen, — Maycemoc, — ^Alalapis 

— PesQueetom,— PartridgCi — ^Teepakoassetti — Lingahnoa.  [Nd 
recorded.]'*' 

«  No.  32.  1733,  Augt.  20.  A  Confirmation  of  the  same,  with 
Acknowledgement  of  the  Rect  of  the  Goods  for  said  Purchase* 
Signed  by  the  above  named  Indiana  and  Lapahpaton — ^Ndahotan. 
[Not  recorded.] 

No.  33.  1736,  8  ber.  11th  ft  25th;  Two  Deeds.  Release  of  the 
River  Sasquehannah  and  the  Lands  lying  on  both  Sides  thereof,  to 
extend  Eastward  as  far  as  the  Heads  of  the  Branches  or  Spring, 
which  run  into  the  said  River  Sasqnehannah,  and  all  the  Lands 
lying  on  the  West  Side  of  Sasquehannah  to  the  Setting  of  the  Suns 
and  to  extend  from  the  Mouth  of  the  said  River  Northward  up  the 
same  to  the  Hills  called  Kekathtanimi  Hills,  with  a  Confirmation 
of  Govr.  Dungan's  Deed  to  Otovr.  Penn.  Deed  signed  by  28  In* 
dian  Chiefs  of  the  Onondago.  Seneca,  Oneida  ft  Tuscarora  Nations. 
[Recorded  in  Book  G.,  VoL  1st,  pa.  277.     May  7, 1741.]* 

No.  34.  A  Petition  from  some  of  the  Chiefs  of  the  Onondago, 
Seneca,  Cayugas,  Oneidas,  Tuscaroras  Indians,  in  Behalf  of  them- 
selves and  of  the  Cayugas  ft  Mohawks,  requesting  their  Brethren, 
Onw  ft  James  Logan,  to  write  to  the  Governments  of  Maryland  and 
Virginia,  acquainting  them  that  they  will  make  them  Consideration 
for  their  Lands  in  those  Provinces — ^That  they  will  endeavour  to  get 
them  their  Goods  sold  cheaper,  and  that  no  Christian  People  may 
buy  any  Lands  of  their  Cousins  the  Delawares,  for  that  they  have  n^ 
>  Right  to  sell  any  Lands,  not  having  any  remaining.  [Indorsed  in 
the  Prop's,  Tho's  Penn's  own  Hand,  ft  dated  Novr.  19,  1736« 
Wanting  ft  immaterial.] 

No.  35.  Augt.  25,  1737.  Releasd  from  Tisheckunk,  Nutimus 
two  of  the  Sachems  of  the  Delaware  Indians  with  thirteen  others 
of  the  same  nation  for  all  the  Lands  particularly  mention'd  in  the 
Deed  No.  21  dated  August  20,  1686  lying  on  Delaware,  In  which 
Deed  these  Indians  mentioned  their  having  begun  a  Treaty  with  the 
Proprs.  Jno.  ft  Thos.  Penn  at  Durham  three  years  before,  and  the 
next  Spring  another  Meeting  at  Pennsbury,  where  they  had  seen 
the  several  Deeds  made  by  their  Forefathers  more  than  Fifty  years 
before,  wherein  these  Land  were  conveyed  by  them  to  their  old 
Friend  and  Brother  Wm.  Penn  in  Consideration  of  large  Quantities 
of  Goods  they  at  that  Time  received,  which  Lands  the  aforesaid 
Indians  now  eonfif  m-  the  Sale  of.  [Recorded  in  Book  G.  Vol  let, 
P*.  282  &c.,  May  8.  1741.]* 

♦Printed In Yo\.  I. 
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No.  86.  A  Map  of  the  Upper  Part  of  Books  Oonntj  sbowhif 
the  Limits  of  the  Parehase  formerly  made  of  the  Indian  (wherein 
the  Walk  of  one  day  and  a  half  as  walk'd  on  the  19th,  ft  20th  7br. 
1737  bv  Edward  Marshall  &  James  Yates  of  aboat  Sixtj  miles  is 
particafarly  laid  down)  and  Released  by  the  Indians  in  the  Year 
1737,  by  the  said  Deed  No.  35. 

No.  87. 1736,  Sbr.  25.  Deed  of  Confirmation  from  fifteen  Chiefs 
of  the  six  Nation  Indians,  (Vis.  Onondagoes,  Seneoas,  Cayngas, 
.Oneidas,  Tus-oaroras  in  Behalf  of  the  Ganyingoes  or  Mohocks,) 
for  all  the  Lands  as  mentioned  in  Deed  No.  33  datd.  Sbr.  llth/ 
1736,  with  this  further  Declaration  that  their  true  Intent  &  Meaning 
of  said  Writing  was  &  is  to  release,  &  they  do  now  more  expressly 
release  to  the  Prop'r  &  their  Heirs  &  Saocessrs.  all  the  'Lands  lying 
within  the  Bounds  &  Limits  of  the  Government  of  Pennsylvania 
beginning  Eastward  on  the  River  Delaware  as  far  Northward  as  the 
said  Ridge  or  Chain  of  endless  mountains  as  they  cross  the  Country 
of  Pennaylvania  from  the  Eastward  to  the  West.  [Wanting,  but 
Recorded  in  Book  G.  Vol.  2d,  Pa.  350,  2^  May,  1741.] 

And  as  they  are  become  one  People  with  the  Government  of 
Pennsylvania  they  do  promise  &  engage  for  themselves  &  theis 
Children,  that  neither  they  nor  any  in  authority  in  their  nations  will 
ever  bargain,  grant  or  sell  any  of  the  Lands  within  the  Government 
of  Pennsylvania  to  any  white  Man,  or  Indian,  or  any  other  Person 
than  to  said  Proprietors  &  their  Children  or  such  as  they  may 
authorize  to  agree  for  the  same. 

July  the  9th,  1754.  And  by  an  Indorsement  on  this  Deei 
dated  July  9th,  1754  nine  Chiefs  of  the  Mohodcs  under  their  Hands 
t  Seals  confirm  the  sale  of  said  Lands  and  covenant  promise  & 
engage  with  the  Proprs.  Thos.  &  Rd.  Penn  that  neither  they  nor  any 
under  their  authority  shall  grant  or  convey  to  any  other  Person 
than  the  sd.  Proprs.  their  Heirs  ft  assigns  any  Lands  wHhin  the 
Limits  of  the  said  Province. 

Augt  22d,  1749.  Deed  from  Sundry  Chiefs  of  the  Onondagoi 
Senecas,  Mohocks,  Oneidas,  Cajugas,  Tusoaroras,  &  the  Shamokini 
Delawares  and  Shawonese  Indians,  to  Thomas  Penn  &  Richard  Penn 
Proprs.  for  all  that  Tract  &  Parcel  of  Land  described  as  follows, 
Beginning  at  the  Hills  or  mountains  called  Kekachtany  Hills  on 
the  East  Side  of  the  River  Sasquehannah  being  in  the  North  West 
Line  or  Boundary  of  the  Tract  of  Land  formerly  purchased  by  the 
said  Proprs  from  the  said  Indian  nations  by  their  Deed  of  the  11th 
of  Ootobr.  1736,  and  from  thence  running  up  the  said  River  by  the 
several  Courses  thereof  to  the  first  or  nearest  mountain  to  the  north 
side  of  the  mouth  of  the  creek  called  Maghonioy  and  from  thence 
ezteoding  by  a  direct  or  strait  Line  to  be  run  from  the  said  Mountain 
on  the  north  side  of  the  said  creek  to  the  main  Branch  of  Delaware 
River  at  the  North  Side  of  the  mouth  of  the  Creek  called  Lecha- 
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waehmen  and  from  thence  to  ran  across  Lecbawachsicn  Creek  afore- 
B>iid  down  the  River  Delaware  by  the  seyeral  Courses  thereof  to  the 
Kekachtany  Hills  aforesaid  and  from  thence  by  the  Range  of  the 
said  Hills  to  the  Place  of  Beginning  as  more  fully  appears  by  the 
Draught  or  Map  annexed  to  the  Deed.  Deed  signed  by  Four 
Onondago  Chiefs,  Four  Senecas,  Two  Mohocks,  Three  OnciderSi 
Three  Cayugas,  Two  Tascaroras,  Two  Delawares,  One  Shawonese. 
Chiefs—The  Delaware  Chiefs  were, 

NUTIMUS,  &  QuALPAGHACHy 

The  Shawonese  Back  Sinosa. 

[Raoorded  in  Book  H.  Vol  2d,  Page  204  May  16, 1752.] 
No.  89.  1754,  July  y  6th,  at  Albany.  Deed  from  Sundry 
Chiefs  of  the  Six  Nation  Indians,  viz. :  6  Mohocks,  Five  of  the 
Oneidas,  One  Onondago,  (in  behalf  of  himself  and  all  the  Sachema 
and  Chiefe  of  the  Onondago  Nation)  Four  of  the  Cayugas,  Three  of 
the  Siniker  Nation  &  Fire  of  the  Tusoarora  Nation,  in  ConsideratioA 
of  £400  York  Curr.  to  Thomas  &  Richard  Penn,  &o.,  for  all  the 
Lands  lying  within  the  Province  of  Pennsylvania,  bounded  and 
limited  as  follows  :  Beginning  at  the  Kekachtany  or  Blue  Hills  on 
the  West  Branch  of  Sasqnehannah  River,  and  thence  by  the  said 
River  a  Mile  above  the  Mouth  of  a  certain  Creek  called  Kayarou: 
dinhagh,  thence  North  West  and  by  West  as  far  as  the  said  Province 
of  Pennsylvania  extends  to  its  Western  Line  or  Boundary,  thence 
along  to  the  said  Western  Line  to  the  South  Line  or  Boundary  of 
the  said  Province,  thence  by  the  said  South  line  or  Boundary  to 
the  South  side  of  Che  said  Eittitany  Hills,  thence  by  the  South  Side 
of  the  said  Hills  along  the  said  Hills  to  the  Place  of  Beginningi 
with  this  Proviso  added,  that  notwithstanding  the  Sales  of  these 
Lands  now  made  by  the  Indians  there  shall  ever  subsist  and  be 
mutually  preserved  on  both  Parties  &  their  Children  to  the  latest 
Posterity,  the  same  Love,  Friendship  &  kind  Treatment,  that  hatli 
all  along  subsisted  and  does  now  subsist  between  them.  [Recorded 
at  Philada.,  in  Book  H.,  Vol.  5,  Page  392,  &o.     Feb.  3d,  1755.] 

Copy  of  an  Indorsement  made  on  the  Deed  as  found  in  a  Paper 
in  Conrad  Weiser's  Hand.  [This  Indorsement  appears  to  have  been 
made  on  the  Deed  executed  %;  delivered  to  the  Indians.] 

Be  it  remembered  that  although  the  Consideration  Money  now 
paid  &  which  is  the  real  Sum  asreed  for,  yet  before  the  Extcutioa 
of  the  Deed  it  was  further  agreed  by  us  with  the  Indians  that  when- 
ever the  Lands  over  the  Apalachian  Hills  should  be  settled,  the 
Indians  who  signed  the  Deed  are  to  receive  a  further  S\im,  not 
exceeding  the  present  Consideration  Money. 

w*  *    1  JNO.  PENN,     [Seal]    ' 

Witnesses  present,  j  ^   PETERS,  [Swl-J  . 

Isaac  Norris,  B.  Franklin,  Jas.  ST£yiKaoN| )  .  a 

Wm.   FrANRUN,  C.   WBI8ER.  J  "      .^yl  ^|| 

N.  B.    The  above  b  a  true  Copy  of  ihe  ItdotiMDMDSb  ^^9 
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Indian'a  Doed  left  in  mj  Oaatody  bj  Tachneohdomi^  an  Indian 
Chief,  until  he  shall  have  Oooasion  to  call  for  it.    Compared  by  flk% 

"  CONRAD  WBISEB. 
April  26, 1755. 

No.  40.  1757,  7  Not.  Deed  from  Thomas  &  Richard  Penn  to 
the  Six  Nations  releasing  to  them  all  the  Lands  coovejed  to  the  said 
Proprietors  by  the  before  mentioned  Deed  of  the  6th  of  July,  1754, 
lyiog  to  the  Westward  of  the  Allegany  Mountains. 

No.  41.  1758,  23  Oct.  Deed  from  the  Six  Nations  to  Thomas 
&  Richard  Penn  rating  their  Release  of  the  Lands  in  thepreoeding 
Deed,  &  oonfirming  to  them  the  Residue  of  all  the  Lands  oonyeyed 
in  the  said  Deed  of  6th  July,  1754,  with  a  Map  of  the  said  Land& 
[Recorded  in  Book  I.,  Vol.  4,  Pa.  488.] 

No.  42.  1768,  Nov.  5th.  IH  The  Chiefs  of  the  Six  Nations  to 
the  Proprietors  of  Pennsylvania. 

No.  48.  1694,  August  15.  Treaty  with  the  Five  Nations  at 
Albany. 

Received  January  8d,  1783,  of  Timothy  Matlack,  Secretary  of 
the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  Penusylvania,  the  foregoing 
deeds  and  papers,  the  same  beiug  returned  into  the  Secretary's  offioe 
by  Henry  Osborne,  Esquire,  after  the  trial  between  the  States  of 
Oonneotiout  and  Pennsylvania,  and  for  which  I,  as  Secretary  of  tho 
Land  Office,  am  to  be  accountable. 

DAVID  KENNEDY,  S^  L*  Off! 
Indorsed, 

1783,  January  Sd.  List  of  Indians  deeds  or  Grants  produced  in 
evidence  to  Court  of  Commissioners  at  Trenton. 


Genl.  Irvinb  to  Pees.  Dickinson,  1783, 

Fort  Pitt,  Jany.  lst>  1788. 
Sir, 

Inclosed  I  transmit  to  your  Excellency  an  account  of  a  Sum  of 
money  delivered  to  me  by  Col.  Carnahan,'*'  and  intended  towards 
defraying  the  expences  of  an  expedition  against  the  Indian  Settle- 
ments on  Sandusky.  You  will  easily  oonvinoe  yourself  that  not- 
withstanding every  preparation  being  adequate  to  the  exertions 
necessary,  and  notwithstanding  the  delay  of  the  orders  counter- 
manding my  march,  the  expences  incurred  are  inconsiderable.  I 
am  in  hopes  even  of  putting  off  the  Keggs  at  no  disadvantage. 

A  Ballance  of  the  money  sent  me  for  the  purpose  of  recruiting 
tho  Pennsylva.  Line  remains  in  my  Hands.     I  expect  your  Excel- 

*  See  page  630,  685, 648. 
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leooy'a  Orden  in  wbmt  mmiioer   to  dispose  of  it    The  different 
trials  have  all  proved  miwiowifyH,  mu  oalj  a  tk«  number  of 
reorults,  bat  with  respect  to  the  objects  themselres^ 
I  am  with  due  respeet 

Tour  BzeeUency's  most 

*  obediont  humble  Serranty 

WM.  mvixE. 

D%recte<fy 

His  Excellency  J.  IMeicinsoBi  Bsq. 

Indonedf 

Read  io  Gonncil,  Jan.  y  27thy  1783.  Ordered,  That  the  aeeoont 
read  herewith  be  lidd  before  the  Comptroller  GeneraL 


Return  of  the  Officers  of  the  PEHKSTLVAnA  Lisb 

^  ARRAHQSMSBIy  JaNUART  1,  1783. 

ABTIUiERT. 

Lteut.  Col.  Andrew  Porter^  75  DolL 
Major  Lhum  Craigi  62i 

GAPTAiirs. 

Charles  TumbuU,  50        John  Brice,  50 

William  Ferguson^  50        Jonas  Symonds,  50 

Captaiii   LmnrsNANTs. 

James  Lloyd/  83}        Sobert  McConnell,  83} 

James  Smith,  83}        Jesse  Croasley,  33} 

First  Lucutenants. 

John  Strieker,  88i        Stfinel  Ashton,  P.  M.,      33} 

Samuel  Doty,  33}        John  B.  Webster,  Q.  M.,    83} 

Second  Ldhjtsnants. 

Robert  Parker,  Adj.,  33J        Eiekiel  HoweH,  83} 

Henry  Greer,  33}  Pay  Mr.,  Adj.  &Qr.  Mr.   62 

.     Robert  Porter,  83} 

James  Gamble,  38},  Jno.  Humphrey,  33},  and  John  YaYioonrf: 

83} — the  first  a  Lient.,  and  the  others  Ensigns  in  the  Infanfrj — nktf 

Yacancies  being  Ibr  them  were  tnmsferrcd  to  and  eommissiotted  as 

Second  Lienteoants  in  y*  Artillenr. 

81*  - 
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FIBST  REGIMENT  OF  INFANTBT. 

Col.  Daniel  Brodhead. 
LixuT.  Col.  Josiah  llarmar. 
Majoa  Frederiok  Veroon. 


Captains. 


John  Doyle, 

BenJD.  Fishboarnej  Aid, 
Andrew  Irvine, 
Thomas  B.  Bowen, 
Jacob  Hooiphrej, 


Andrew  Ljtle, 
James  McMiohael, 
Oeorge  Blewer, 
John  Ward, 
Joseph  Collier, 
Boberfc  Martin, 
Edward  Spear, 
James  Morris  Jones, 
Stewart  Herbert, 
Blaokall  H.  Ball, 
James  Millegan, 


Isaac  Seelj, 
John  Bankson, 
William  Wilson, 
Joseph  Finlej. 


Lieutenants. 


Llewellin  Davis, 
James  Campbell, 
Oeorge  Le  Roy, 
William  Moore, 
James  McFarland,  Qr.  Mr., 
James  McPherson, 
Biohard  Fullerton,  Adj., 
Jacob  Weitiell, 
David  MoKnight, 
Joseph  Irvine. 


SuaaxoN. 
William  Magaw. 

Hatx. 
John  Wilkin  or  John  Bagne  (not  known  which  is  eldest) 


SECO^  BEaiMENT. 

Colonel  Bichard  Hampton. 
Lt.  Colonel  Thomas  Bobinson. 
Majoe  James  Moore. 


Captains. 


James  Christie, 
Laurence  Keeno,  Aid, 
James  Camachan, 
Samuel  Tolbert, 
Jacob  Bower, 


Thomas  Boude, 
Bobert  Wilkin, 
Alexander  Parker, 
John  Finley. 
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LllUTJBNAKTS. 


James  Olentworthi 

PeroiTal  Batleri 

John  MahoD, 

John  MoCallum, 

Henry  D.  Pnroell,  Qr.  Mr.^ 

William  Morrenj 

Andrew  Henderson^ 

Samuel  Brjson^ 

EOO0  Boefes, 

Edward  Butler^  A4j.| 


Wilder  Bevins. 
William  Hustoni  Adj.^ 
J.  B.  Tilden, 
Sankej  Dixon, 
Gabriel  Petersoiiy 
William  McDowell, 
James  PettegreW| 
Abner  M.  Dunn, 
Henry  Henley, 
Thomas  Dungan,  P.  Mr., 


SUBQEON. 

John  McDowell. 

Mate. 

Either  John  Hague  or  John  Wilkin  (not  known  which  is  the  eldest.) 

THIRD  REGIMENT. 
Colonel  Richard  Butler. 
liT.  Colonel  Stephen  Bayard. 
Majob  James  Grier. 
Captains. 
Walter  l^nney,  George  McGully, 

George  Bush,  John  Christie, 

Andi^w  Walker,  (not  ord'd.)        Saml.  Montgomery, 
Isaac  B.^Dunn,  Aid,  Brevet  Maj.^  Jacob  Btahe, 
John  Clark, 

Lieutenants. 


Henry  Kercy, 
Benjamin  Lodge,  P.  M., 
Ercurius  Beatty,  P.  M.^ 
Robert  Peebles, 
John  Markland, 
Fras.  Thombury, 
A.  D.  Marcellin, 
Daniel  St.  Clair, 
John  MoKinney, 
David  Hammond, 
John  Strieker, 


John  Pratt,  Qr.  Mr., 
Nathan  Smith, 
John  Rosse,  Aid, 
John  Crawford, 
Edward  Crawford, 
Thomas  Doyle, 
John  Armstrong, 
Robert  Allison, 
Samuel  Reed, 
Ebenezer  Denny, 


SUBQBON. 

John  Rogers. 

Mate. 

Richard  Allison. 


T3S 
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.  GHAPIiAIir. 

Dtvid  Jones. 

No  return  of  the  Gayabry  oome  to  hand. 

The  above  is  a  true  copy  from  ihe  recqrdrof  the  War  Office. 

JOS.  CARLBTON,  See'y* 


List  of  the  Officers  of  the  Peniisylyania  Line  who  retired  from 
Servioe  on  the  first  day  of  Janaary,  I7S8. 

CAVALRY. 
No  return. 

ARTILLERY. 

Majoe  Francis  Proctor. 


Robert  Coltman, 
William  Power, 
Worsley  EmeS| 


Captains. 

Thomas  Douglas, 
James  MeClure, 
William  Mardn. 

CAPTAnr   LnSUTENANT. 

Matthew  MoGuiro,  P.  Mr. 


INFANTRY. 

Colonels. 

Walter  Stewart,  Thomas  Craig. 

Lt.  Col,  Com.  William  Butler. 

LiKUT.  Colonels. 

Caleb  North,  Francis  Mentgos,  Dif .  Inspector 

Majors. 


James  Hamilton, 
William  Alezander| 


John  Dayis, 
John  McClellan, 
John  Patterson, 
Isaac  Van  Home, 
William  Sproat,  Aid; 


Eyan  Edwards,  Ad.  Qen.  So., 
Thomas  L.  Moore. 


Captains. 


John  Bush, 
Henry  Becker, 
John  Steel, 
—  McCurdie, 
William  Lurk, 
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j^moel  Brady, 
David  Ziegler,  luspeoior^ 
Edward  Burke, 
^Andrew  Walker, 
A.  G.  Olajpoolei 
John  Marshall, 
William  Hendersoo. 
Samuel  Kennedy, 


Thomas  Camphell, 
Samncl  Smith, 
Robert  Patton, 

Stephenson, 

Job  Vernon, 
Jeremiah  Jackson, 
Benj.  Bartholomew, 
William  Yanlear,  B.  Major. 


*  [Mr.  Walker  is  also  rotomed  as  continued  in  Service,  Yido 
arrangement.] 


Ldeutenants. 


William  Feliman, 
Michael  Everly, 
John  Harper, 
Andrew  Johnston, 
John  Wigion,  P.  Mr., 


Oeorge  North, 
Francis  White, 
Peter  Smith,  Qr.  Mr., 
James  Gilchrist 


Alexander  Stewart, 


Robert  Wharry, 


Surgeons. 

Jas.  Davidson. 

Hates. 

Robert  Harris, . 
John  Rogue  or  John  Wilden,  one  continued — uncertain  which. 

The  above  is  a  true  copy  from  the  Records  of  the  War  Office. 

JOS.  GARLBTQN,  Sec'y. 

N.  B.  In  the  foregoing  List  Captain  John  Pearson  should  have 
been  returned  io  the  place  of  Captain  Andrew  Walker. 

JOS.  CARLETON,  Sec'y. 
Wair  Office,  Oot'r  17tb,  1788. 

Indorsed^ 

Returns  from  the  War  Office  of  the  Pennsa.  Liue,  and  of  pay. 
The  return  of  Cavalry  not  here :  it  was  in  Council  note — 'twas 
signfd  by  GenL  St.  Clair. 


John  McDowell  to  Pbbs.  Dickinson,  1783. 

Gentlemen : 

Soon  after  my  arrival,  I  waited  on  the  R.ev'd  Mr.  Finley,  who,  I 
am  happy  to  find,  is  willing  to  engage  in  the  business  on  which 
Council  was  pleased  to  direct  me  to  confer  with  him,  but  cannot  sot 
out  before  the  middle  or  perhaps  the  latter  part  of  next  month.* 

*  See  page  674 
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He  woald  gladly  have  a  letter  with  some  instracUoiiB  finoni'Cottstfiti 
as  he  thinks  they  may  possibly  suggest  some  arguments  that  might 
not  occar  to  him. 

Mr.  Finley's  modesty  did  not  permit  him  to  ask  any  money  for 
ezpenoes,  tho'  lam  inolined  to  think  a  small  sum  woold  be  T6ry 
aooeptable,  as  it  is  diffioult  to  obtain  cash  here. 

I  am  of  opinion  he  will  be  a  yery  proper  person  to  employi  as  he 
is  well  acquainted  with  most  of  the  principle  Peof^e  ^  that  plaoe, 
has  frequently  Preached  among  them,  &  is  expected  there  this  spring 
— he  will  therefore  have  it  in  his  power  to  execute  his  Commission, 
without  incurinff  the  least  suspicion  of  being  employed  by  Council. 

If  it  is  thought  proper  to  engage  him,  sh'd  be  glad  Council  would 
signify  their  intention  by  the  Bearer,  that  the  Qentlemaa  may  have 
time  to  prepare  for  the  Journey. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect, 

Your  most  obedient  &  very  Hble.  Servt, 

JOHN  M'DOWBLL. 
M  Roads,  Jan.  3d,  1783. 

Directed, 

His  Excellency  John  Dickinson,  Esqr.,  President  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania. 


H.  08B0BNI  TO  Pbes.  Dickikson,  1783. 

There  is  now  in  my  possession  the  records  that  were  obtained 
from  the  States  of  New  York  and  Connecticut,  for  the  use  of  this 
State  on  the  late  Trial  with  Connecticut.  As  these  records  may  yet 
be  of  use  to  the  State,  I  take  the  liberty  of  requesting  your  fivsel- 
lencys  instructions  in  what  manner  I  shall  dispose  of  them.* 
I  have  the  Hour,  to  be, 

Your  Excellencys  Very  Hble.  Serr. 

H.  OSBORNE. 

Directed, 

Hb  Excellency  John  Dickinson,  Esqr.,  President. 

Indorsed, 

Read  in  Council  and  Ordered  That  the  Secretary  be  directed  to 
receive  from  Mr.  Osborne  the  papers  within  mentioned. 

*  Se«  note  in  Archives  Vol.  1.  p.  27,— some  of  the  above  probably  appear 
in  this  and  other  Vols.  See  also  Colonial  Rec.,  Vol.  XIII.  pp.  462,  472. 
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Pebs.  DiOKiNSoisr  to  Cottncil,  1788. 

Oentlemeoi 

I  beff  LeaTe  to  transmit  to  jon  n  Letter  from  Major  Jackson  with 
the  Inolosares ;  and  I  hope  the  Determination  of  Coanoil  upon  the 
ai&ir  will  correspond  with  my  own  Sentiments,  which  are,  that  a 
jost  Bespect  should  be  paid  to  the  Pasd  ports  of  the  Commander  in 
Chief. 

I  am  with  great  &  sincere  Esteem, 
Gentlemen  jonr  most  obedient  &  hble.  servt. 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
January  4th,  1783. 
Directed^ 

The  Honorable  The  Vice  President  and  The  Supreme  Executive 
Council  of  Pennsylvania. 


Wm.  Bradford  Jr.,  to  Gbh,  Jamfs  Irvine,  1788. 

Sir, 

As  at  present  advised,  I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council  cannot  interfere  in  the  seizure  of  the  British 
Goods,  made  by  Col.  Hannem  &  others  so  as  to  prevent  a  trial  being 
had  in  Chester  County.  But  I  have  no  doubt  those  Gentlemen 
wonld  pay  a  proper  respect  to  any  recommendoHan  of  Gooneil  on 
this  subjeet. 

I  am  also  of  opinion  that  if  the  goods  seised,  are  necessary  for 
the  Prisoners  of  war  &  covered  by  a  passport  of  the  Commander  in 
Chief,  that  they  are  not  contraband  nor  liable  to  condemnation  and 
if  there  has  been  any  ioanUm  &  imprcper  infringement  of  the  pass- 
port it  is  an  offence  against  the  Iaw  of  nations^  &  punishable  Uk 
our  Courts  of  Judicature. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Sir,  Your  most  obedient, 

&  very  humble  servt. 

WM.  BRADFORD  Jun.,* 
Gen.  Irwin. 


Council  to  thb  Mkrchants  of  Philadelphia,  1788. 

Gentlemen, 

Messieurs  the  Count  de  Capelles  &  the  Chevalier  de  Villonque, 
Gommanckrs  of  bis  most  Christian  Majesty's  Frigate,  the  Danair, 
the  Commissioned  Officers,  have  complained  to  us  that  a  considerable 

*  8ee  CoL  Bee,  ToL  XUL,  p.  482,  488, 484^ 
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Namber  of  Seamen  bcIoDging  to  those  Frigates  have  been  enticed 
from  their  Datj,  &  persuiSed  to  enter  on  Board  other  Yessela  in 
this  Harbour,  and  have  desired  us  to  provide  the  best  Remedy  for 
this  Evil,  so  inconsistent  with  the  high  and  grateful  Respeat  doe  tO: 
cor  esteemed  &  august  ally ;  so  detrimental  to  the  Common  Inter- 
ests of  the  allied  troops. 

We  think  it  proper  that  this  application  should  be  immediateif 
<xnnmunioatcd  to  jour  respectable  Body,  being  assured  it  will  meet 
in  you  with  sentiments  that  will  induce  yon  to  take  a  part  in  this ' 
Business,  &  give  your  aid  to  the  Laws,  for  discouraging  &  preventing 
such  unjustifiable  &  injurious  proceedings  in  futurci  A  for  restoring 
the  Deserters  to  their  respective  Commanders. 
We  are  with  great  Respect,  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obed.  &  h'ble  scr'ts.'^ 

Signed  in  &  by  order  of  Council. 

Philadelphia,  January  6th,  1783. 

To  the  Merchants  of  the  City  of  Philadelphia. 


Proclamation  respectinq  Connecticut  Claim,  1788. 

By  the  President  and  the  Supreme  Ezecutite  Council  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania, 

A   PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  the  Court  of  Commissioners  constituted  and  declared 
by  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  to  hear  and  finally 
determine  the  Controversy  between  this  State  and  the  State  of 
Connecticut,  respecting  sundry  Lands  lying  within  the  northern 
Boundary  of  this  State,  having  heard  the  said  States  respectively, 
thereupon,  proceeded,  on  the  thirtieth  Day  of  December  last,  to  give 
Judgment  in  the  Words  following,  iotoU:  **We  are  nnanimoosly 
^'  of  Opinion  that  the  State  of  Connecticut  has  no  Right  to  the 
*^  Lands  in  Controversy.  We  are  also  unanimously  of  Opinion  that 
''  the  Jurisdiction  and  Pre-emption  of  all  the  Territory  lying  within 
<^  the  Charter  Boundary  of  Pennsylvania,  and  now  claimed  by  the 
''  State  of  Connecticut,  do  of  Right  belong  to  the  State  of  Penosyl- 
'^  vania."  We  have  thought  fit  to  make  known  and  Proclaim,  and 
do  hereby  make  known  and  proclaim  the  same.  And  we  do  hereby 
charge,  enjoin,  and  require  all  Persons  whatsoever,  and  more 
especially  such  Person  and  Persons  who,  under  the  Authority  or 
Countenance  of  the  late  Colony,  now  State  of  Connecticut,  either 
before  or  since  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  have  entered  upon 
ivnd  settled  Lands  within  the  Bounds  of  this  State,  to  take  Notice 
of  the  said  Judgment,  and  pay  duo  Obedience  to  the  Laws  of  thhi 
Commonwealth. 

*  See  Col.  Rcc.,  Vol.  XIIL,  p.  478,  744. 
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Ahd  whsrbas  there  is  RetBon  to  fear  that  the  ADimosities  and 
Reaentments  which  may  have  arisen  between  the  People,  who^ 
under  the  Anthcnritj  or  Coontenanee  of  the  said  late  Oolony,  now 
State  of  Oonneetioat,  as  aforesaid,  have  made  Settlements  within 
the  Bounds  of  this  State,  and  the  Gitiaens  of  Pennsjlyania,  who 
claim  the  Lands  whereon  such  Settlements  have  been  made,  may 
indoee  some  of  the  latter  to  endeavour  to  gain  Possession  of  the 
said  Lands,  by  Force  and  Violence,  contrary  to  Law,  whereby  the 
Peace  of  the  State  may  be  endangered,  and  individuals  greatly 
injured.  Wx  do  hereby  strictly  charge,  enjoin  and  require  all  Per- 
sons whatsoever,  to  forbear  molesting,  or  in  any  wise  disturbing  any 
Person  or  Persons  who,  under  the  Authority  or  Countenance  of  the 
late  Colony,  now  State  of  Connecticut,  as  aforesud,  have  settled 
Lands  within  the  Bounds  of  this  State,  until  the  Legislature,  or  the 
Courts  of  Justice,  shall  have  made  Laws  or  passed  Judgment,  in 
such  Case,  as  to  Right  and  Justioe,  may  appear  to  belong,  as  such 
Persons  offendine  therein  shall  answer  the  contrary  at  their  Peril. — 
And  We  do  hereoy  charge,  enjoin  and  require  all  Judges,  Justices, 
Sheriffs  and  other  Peace  Officers,  to  use  their  Authority  to  prevent 
Offences,  and  to  punish  according  to  Law,  all  Offences  committed  or 
to  be  committed  against  any  of  the  People,  so  as  aforesaid,  settled 
under  the  Authority  or  Countenance  of  the  said  late  Colony,  now 
State  of  Connecticut  as  aforesaid,  on  Lands  within  this  State,  and 
who  pay  due  Obedience  to  the  Laws  thereof,  as  in  Case  of  like 
Offences  against  any  of  the  Citisens  of  this  State. 

Given  tn  Covneil,  under  the  Hand  of  the  Pretident^  and  the  Seal 
of  the  StaUj  at  Philadelphia^  this  sixth  Day  of  January ^  in  the 
Year  of  our  Lord  One  ITunuand  Seven  Hundred  and  Ei^ty-ihree* 

JOHN  DICKINSON.* 
Attest, 

T.  MatUlOK;  Secretary. 

Ood  save  the  Commonwealth. 

Jndoreedf 

1783,  January  6th.  Proclamation  of  Council,  founded  upon  the 
decree  at  Trenton  tn  1782— nletermination  in  favour  of  Penna 

Requiring  obedience  to  the  laws  of  Penn. 


Petition  in  Favor  op  Prisoners  by  Indians,  1788. 

To  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  Common  Wealth  of 
Pennsylvania. 

We  the  Subscribers  would  beg  leave  to  represent  the  Situation 
of  Henery  Dungan  Serjt.  of  Captn.  Jno.  Boyd's  Com  pay.  andRobt 
Watson,  John   Marrs  and  Mich.  Hare  of  Capn.  Thos.  Stokley's 

♦  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XIIL,  p.  474,  where  tkU  and  woift  ^W«t  ^x^^**^- 
logs  are  pTiiited—67^724  ot  this  Vol. 
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Compj  of  Rangera  of  this  State,  that  they  have  been  Captafe3  by 
the  Savages  in  the  Sammer  of  Eightj-one  and  are  now  on  their 
retara  from  Canada  being  Destitate  of  Money  and  allmost  doathing 
would  beg  that  Council  would  take  their  Situation  under  Con- 
sideration and  grant  them  such  supply's  as  they  in  their  wisdom 
•hall  think  necessary. 

We  are  Gentlemen  your, 

most  obedt  &  Humbe.  Seryts. 

JNO.  BOYD,  Captn. 
of  Rangers  S.  P. 
THOS.  STOKELY  Cs^t 
of  Rangers,  S.  P.* 
January  )re  6th  1783. 
Indonedf 

Petition  on  behalf  of  seyeral  Rangers  taken  by  the    Indmnii. 
Read  in  Coundl  Jany.  6tb,  1788,  pay  &  ekathing  ordered. 

T.  M. 


MoNS.  MA:aBoi8  to  C.  J.  McKban,  1783 

Sir, 

.  Seine  of  our  Sailors  being  according  to  all  reports  on  board  of  an 
American  Ship  lying  at  Chester  where  they  have  been  intioed  to  go, 
I  Desire  you  will  be  so  obligiug  as  to  ffive  to  the  ConstaUer 
bearer  of  this,  an  order  to  go  there  &  search  the  Ship,  So  many 
attempts  are  made  to  withdraw  our  Sailors  from  their  service,  thaf 
It  will  be  impossible  for  the  Kings  frigates  to  sail  if  no  stop  is  put 
to  these  practices. 

I  am  with  fespect  Sir, 

Your  very  humble  &  obedient  Servant, 

MARBOIS.t 

January  7th,  1783. 

The  authority  io  this  business  is  vested  in  Council,  See  abt  <tf 
Assembly  Cha.  180,  Sec.  8. 
Directed, 

To  the  hoble.  McKean,  Chief  Justice. 


Pbes.  Dickinson  to  Council,  1783 

Gentlemen, 

Not  being  well  enough  to  attend  you  to  day,  I  enclose  several 
Papers — The  Proclamation  omitting  the  third  page,  seems  to  be 
proper — ^The  Attorney  General  to  whom  it  has  been  shown  is  of 
the  same  opinion. 

*  See  Col.  Eeo.,  Vol.  XTH.,  p.  478-4. 
t  See  CoL  Reo.,  Vol.  XIII.,  p.  478-4. 
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The  Letter  from  the  Marqais  de  la  Fayette  was  deliyered  to  me 
by  the  assistant  Secretary  at  war.  It  is  needless  to  say  any  thin|^ 
in  Favor  of  a  Paper  sabsoribed  by  that  name.  I  understand  that 
Genl.  St.  Clair  &  Col.  Porter  will  inform  Coancil  in  what  manner 
the  Marqais's  wishes  may  be  gratified,  without  giving  Disgust  to 
any  officer. 

Captain  Bowen's  Certificate  was  received  to  day. 

The  Proclamation  should  be,  I  apprehend  immediately  &  very 

Snerally  distributed  thro'  the  Country  lately  disputed  between  this 
ate  &  Connecticut ;  and  I  beg  Leave  to  suggest  to  Council,  whether 
it  may  not  be  expedient  that  two  or  three  discreet  persons  should  be 
sent  directly  into  those  parts  to  spread  the  proclamation  and  con- 
verse with  tie  People,  in  order  to  quiet  their  minds  &  prevent  any 
Sisturbancca. 

I  think  it  my  duty  also  to  remind  Councils  that  it  may  be  proper 
&  necessary  to  send  a  sufficient  bumber  of  Copies  of  the  late  Law,  & 
of  the  Bills  past  for  Consideration,  respecting  the  Designs  agitated 
to  the  westward)  &  the  appropriation  of  Lands  there  to  persons  to 
be  duly  delivered  out  for  the  Information  of  the  People---a]so  that 
ft  Messenger  or  Messengers  should  be  sent  out  according  to  the 
Besolution  of  Assembly. 

I  am  with  gn%i  &  sincere  Esteem,  Gentlemen, 

your  most  obedt.  &  hbble.  Servt. 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
January  7ih,  1783. 

The  Honorable  The  supreme  Executive  Council  of  Pennayl^ 
taaia;. 


Gbn.  St.  Clair  to  Pbes.  Dickinson,  1783- 

Philad*,  January  11^  1788. 
Sir, 

The  Chevalier  de  Lambert,  for  whom  an  Application  has  been  [made] 
to  your  Excellency,  and  who  has  been  so  warmly  recommended  by 
the  Marquis  de  la  fayette.f  can  be  provided  for  in  the  Corps  of  Ar- 
UUery  commanded  by  Colonel  Porter,  without  Injury  to  any  Person, 
and  the  Appointment  will  be  very  acceptable  to  Colonel  Porter,  as 
be  wants  a  good  many  Officers,  and  that  Oentleman  has  served  in 
the  Freooli  Artillery.  From  the  manner  of  the  Marquis's  Recom- 
mendaUon,  I  am  persuaded  it  is  not  a  thing  of  Course,  but  that  be 
thinks  well  of  him,  and  is  interested  for  his  Success — should  Council 

♦  S^  Col.  Rec..  Vol.  XIII.,  p.  476,  479. 
t  Bee  page  02$. 
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think  proper  to  appoint  him  to  that  C!oipB|  he  irill  be  a  8eoon4 
Lieutenant. 

I  haye  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  great  Bespeet^  Sir, 

your  most  obedient  Servant, 

A'  »  CLAHL* 
Directtdj 

His  Excellency  John  Diclcinson   Esquire,  President  of  the  Si^ 
preme  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania.    ^ 


COMMISSSIONERS    OF    CUMBSRIiAND    CoUNTY    TO    PbSS. 

Dickinson,  1788. 


Sir, 


Carlble,  Jan'  11*  1783. 


We  rec*  your  orders  respecting  the  taxes  of  our  County,  and  beg 
leave  to  inform  your  ExcclU,  that  we  have  ureed  the  Collectors  to 
do  their  duty  by  pressing  letters,  and  have  sued  many  of  them. 

But  there  is  such  a  scarcity  of  Cash,  owing  to  the  lowness  of  Mar- 
kets and  our  great  distance  from  them,  as  will  make  it  difficult,  if 
not  impossible,  to  collect  the  Effective  supplies  speedily  in  this 
County,  especially  as  the  people  of  some  of  the  frontier  Townships 
have  been  drove  by  the  Savages  into  Forts  to  defend  themselVea 
and  iiMnilies. 

We  assure  your  Excellency,  that  we  are  determined  to  do  what  ii  ^ 
in  our  power  to  raise  the  taxes  of  our  County ;  but  being  confident 
that  our  situation  in  those  particulars  are  well  known  to  the  Hon^^ 
Council,  we  hope  for  such  indulgence  in  the  premises  as  b  in  their 
power  to  grant. 

We  also  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  your  Excellency  the  case  of 
the  unhappy  Peter  Dill,  who  has  been  long  confined  in  our  Ooal  for 
his  fine  to  Oovemment,  as  will  appear  by  a  copy  of  the  Recorda  of 
our  Court  transmitted  to  you — As  he  is  unable  to  pay  si^id  fine,  we 
Pray  your  Excellency  would  please  to  remit  the  Same,  that  he  may 
be  no  longer  expensive  to  our  County,  as  there  is  not  the  least  proba- 
bility of  his  being  Otherwise  discharged. 
We  are,  Sir,  your  Excell'" 

most  Obed.  Humble  Serv% 


JOHN  AGNEW, ) 
SAM.  LAIRD-t   J 


Commissioners. 

O^iU.    JUAXXVJL/.J      ) 

Directed^ 
His  ExcelU  John  Dickinson,  Esquire,  President,  &c.,  Philadelphia. 


♦  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XIIl.,  p.  479. 
t  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol.  XIIL,  p.  498. 
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JOHH    NiOHOLSOK    TO     COUNOIL,    1788. 

Compt  (General's  Office, 

PhUada.,  Jan'y  11**,  1783. 
Sir, 

The  State  money  I  last  reo*  by  order  from  yoar  HonVle  Board  is 
BOW  all  paid  away,  and  farther  Application  makes  it  necessary  to 
request  an  order  for  the  farther  sum  of  five  hundred^  pounds,  for  like 
purposes  with  the  former. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be.  With  very  Great  respect, 

Your  Excelly's  Most  Obed*  Servant, 
JNO.  NICHOLSON.* 
Z>£reel0(£,— Public  Service. 
His  Excell^  The  President  of  Council 


Col.  Adam  Orth  to  Pbks.  Dickinson,  1783. 

Lebanon,  January  13th,  1783. 
Sir, 

The  officers  of  several  Battalions  of  Lancaster  County  Militia, 
have  (in  Order  to  remove  difficulties  and  inconveniences,  which  will 
attend  the  oolleetion  of  Arrears  of  MiliUa  Fines,  due  and  payable  in 
ooDsequenoe  of  the  late  Militia  Law  owing  to  the  irregularity  and 
Nnmerous  mistakes  in  the  accounts  of  the  late  Sub  Lieutenants, 
wheve  people  are  Fined,  and  not  entitled  to  pay,)  requested  me  to 
apply  to  his  Excellency  the  President,  and  the  Hon'ble  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council,  for  permission  to  call  the  Officers  of  the  Battalion 
for  the  purpose  of  holding  a  Court  of  Appeal,  .^r  a  Court  of 
Enquirey,  that  the  people  who  are  charged  with  arrears  of  Militia 
Fines  may  attend  and  shew  cause  why  they  should  not  pay  the  said 
Fines,  and  have  the  mistakes  rectifi'd.  There  are  some  very  poor 
Fronteers  (who  on  account  of  Ihe  Savages  have  allways  been 
on  their  watoh  for  their  own  defence)  charged  with  arrears  of  Militia 
Fines.  The  Officers  conoeive  this  to  be  unjust  and  distressing 
to  the  said  people  if  the  Fines  must  be  from  them  exacted. 
Therefore  I  hope  tho  Hon'ble  Council  will  agree  with  me  and  with 
ihe  said  Officers,  that  such  a  Court  is  highly  necessary,  and  will 
please  to  give  me  leave  for  the  same.  I  have  got  all  the  Battalions 
of  Lancaster  County  under  Collection,  excepting  a  few  who  cannot 
be  put  under  collection,  unless  my  request  be  granted. 
I  am  your  Excellencies  most  ob't  H'ble  Serv't 

Lieutenant  ADAM  ORTH, 

Sub  L'*  for  Lan'  Co*^ 

P.  8.    Tour  early  answer  would  be  very  acceptable. 

A*  ORTH. 
Directed^     (Public  Service.) 

To  His  Excellency  John  Dickinson^  Esquire,  President  of  the  S.  E. 
Council,  Philadelphia. 

Hon'd  ^  Col.  Kucher. 

*  Bee  Gol.  Beo.,  Vol.  XUI.,  p.  478. 
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J»o.  Nicholson  to  Coukcl,  178*. 

Gompt'r  Oonerals  Office, 

Philad'a,  Jan>  ISth,  1788. 
Sir, 

A  quarters  Salary  is  tbis  day  become  due  to  me,  I  aball  tberefore 
consider  it  a  favor  if  yoa  will  please  to  bave  an  order  drawn  in  my 
fkvor  for  the  sanl  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  poundsi  agreeable 
to  the  Act  of  Assembly,  of  the  13th  of  April  last* 
I  am  with  the  highest  respect 
Sir  your  Excellency 

most  Obed't  Humble  Servant, 

JNO.  NICHOLSON. 
Directed^     On  Public  Service. 

To  His  Excellency  John  Dickinson^  Esq'r,  President 


Acc't  of  J.  D.  Sergeant,  Cohm'r  in  Case  of  Conn.,  1783. 
The  State  to  Jona.   D.   Serjeant  for  Fees  in  the  Cause  with 

Connect' t,  Dr. 

To  the  Counsel,  fee  voted  &o.,  £260  00  0 

To  the  Expences^  Do.  49  Days  @  80s^  from  Novi. 

12;  1782,  to  Dec'r  SO,  inclusive,  £78  10  0, 

£328;  10  0 

Cr. 

By  Cash  ^  Attorney  Genl.f  £30  0  0 


£298  10  0 
Indarted-^Mj.  13, 1763. 

Account  Jos.  Reed  CoMMisgiONER— Casb  of 
Connecticut,  1788. 

The  State  of  Pennsylvania  to  J.  Reed  Dr. 

To  the  fee  voted  by  Assembly  in  the  Cause  with  )  oka 

Connecticut.                                                             J  ^^" 

To  the  Expences  as  voted  49  Days  at  30«^  Day  i  70  in 

from  Nov.  13  to  Decern.  31  1782,  inclusive.           )  '^  ^" 


£323  10 

Cr. 

By  Cash  received  from  Att'y  Qenl. 

^30^00 

By  Dot 

15  00 

£278  10 


*  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XTIT.,  p.  479t 
t  See  Col.  Rec.,  Vol.  XIII.,  p.   478, 
X  See  Col.  Reo.i  Vol.  XIII.,  p.  479. 
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Memoiual  07  Oybrseirs  of  Poor  of  N.  L.  to  Pees. 
Dickinson,  1783* 

To  the  Honourable  John  Dickinson  Esq.,  and  the  Sopreme  Exe- 
ontive  Counsell  of  the  Common-wealth  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Remonstranoe  of  W.  Williams,  John  Keiter  &  W.  Bnsh, 
Nominated  bj  the  Court  as  Oversears  of  the  Poor  for  the  Township 
of  the  Northern -Liberties^  for  the  year  1780  &  part  of  the  Year 
1781  most  respectfully  sheweth  that  your  Remonstrants  immediately 
applyed  themselves  to  the  duties  of  the  office  to  which  they  w^e 
appointed,  by  Collecting  the  tax  agreeable  to  the  assessment;  a 
second  tax  being  called  for  jour  Kemonstrants  received  a  second 
Book  &  Warrant  dated  Feby.  8th  1781  but  three  weeks  before  the 
expiration  of  our  time ;  said  tax  was  laid  in  Continental  money,  & 
was  payable  in  said  money  or  State  at  75  for  one ;  on  the  Exit  of 
Continental  money  the  Majestrates  forbad  the  Collecting  the  remain- 
der of  the  tax  in  other  money  than  hard,  &  absolutely  refused  to 
reseive  what  was  in  hand  ]  they  now  call  for  a  Settlement  of  the 
Books,  &  demand  the  ballanoe  in  hard  money ;  also  the  Continental! 
&  State  money  which  has  laid  in  our  hands  more  then  a  year,  by 
their  refusall ;  Your  Remonstrants  thus  called  on  by  the  majestrates 
to  settle  in  hard  money,  &  the  People  refusing  to  pay  any  money 
but  agreeable  to  the  assessment  &  Warrant,  Humbly  Crave  advice  k 
Direction  of  Honorable  Counsel!  &  your  Remonstrants  as  in  duty 
shall  ever  Pray. 

WILLIAM  WILLIAMS, 
WILLIAM'  BUSH, 
JN.  KEITER. 
Indorsed^    Jany.  17  1783.] 


Pbbs.  Dickinson  to  Bobt.  Morbis,  1788. 

Sir, 

As  Council  will  in  a  Day  or  two  address  The  General  Assembly  on 
several  affairs  of  Consequence,  I  should  be  very  glad  to  be  advised  if 
any  Plan  has  been  formed  by  Congress  or  its  Revenue  Officers  on 
the  Business  of  supplies,  which  I  for  my  part  can  be  honored  with 
an  opportunity  of  communicating  at  present  to  the  Legislature. 

I  beg  Leave  to  add,  that  I  shall  be  much  obliged  at  all  times,  by 
receiving  from  you  such  Intelligence  as.  may  tend  in  any  manner  to 
promote  the  service  of  the  United  States,  in  general  or  of  this  @tate 
in  particular. 

I  am  with  the  truest  Esteem  Sir, 

your  most  obedient  &  hble  Servt. 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 

J,  mary  18th  1783. 

The  Henble.  Robert  Morris  Esquira. 
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Robert  Morris  to  Pres.  Dickikbon,  1788. 

Office  of  Finanoe,  20  Jan  j.  1788. 
Sir, 

I  had  the  Honor  to  reeeive  yonr  Excellency's  fayor  of  the 
eighteenth,  last  Evening — In  answer,  it  becomes  my  Dnty  to  convey 
to  your  Excellency  the  painful  Information,  that  ihriae  affiiirs  of 
Congress  which  relate  to  the  public  Revenue  are  reduced  to  the  most 
critical  Situation.  They  are  now  under  Contemplation  of  that 
honorable  Body,  and  I  shall  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  com- 
miu^icating  to  the  several  States,  the  Result  of  their  DeliberaUons. 

U  is  also  my  Duty  Sir,  on  this  Occasion  to  remind  jour  Excel- 
lency, that  on  the  second  Day  of  November,  1781,  the  Congress 
required  of  the  State  of  Pennsyfvnnia,  one  million  one  hundred  and 
twenty  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety  four  Dollars,  as  the  quota 
of  that  State,  for  the  Expenditures  of  the  year  1782.  This  sum 
was  to  have  been  paid  in  equal  quarterly  Proportions,  commenceing 
on  the  first  Day  of  April  last.  I  am  extremly  sorry  to  mention, 
that  during  the  whole  of  the  year  1782  there  has  been  received  to- 
wards the  Payment  of  this  quota  only  the  sum  of  lOne  hundred  and 
seven  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty  five  Dollars  and  twenty- 
foar  ninetieths  ^ing  less  than  a  tenth  of  the  sum  required* 

It  is  of  little  avail  Sir,  that  the  army,  who  are  the  immediate 
Sufferers,  or  the  People  of  America,  whose  national  existence  is  so  • 
imminently  hazarded,  should  be  told  that  a  Law  has  been  enacted 
for  raising  the  sum  required.  Laws  not  executed,  or  which  from 
their  nature  are  not  to  oe  executed,  only  substitute  Deception  in  the 
Place  of  Denial.  Congress  can  never  believe  that  a  State  seriously 
means  a  Compliance  with  the  Demands  made  on  it,  unless  the  Laws 
be  such  that  responsible  officers  be  sufficiently  impowered  to  collect 
the  Taxes  by  certain  specified  Periods  and  that  the  continental 
Receiver  of  Taxes  be  empowered,  after  such  Periods  shall  have 
elapsed,  to  issue  Executions  against  the  Persons  and  Estates  of  those 
officers  for  any  Deficiency  which  may  remain  of  the  Sums  payable 
by  them  respectively. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

with  perfect  Respect  Sir,  your  Excelleny's, 

Most  obedient  &  Humble  Servant, 

ROB.  MORRIS. 

His  Excellency  the  President  of  Pennsylvania. 


Pbtition  op  W.  Wikoff  and  L.  Clark,  1783. 

To  his  Excellency  the  President  and  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania, 

The  Memorial  of  William  Wikoff  and  Lardner  Clark,  of  the  City 
of  Philadelphia,  Merchants. 

Humbly  Sheweth,— That  your  Memorialists  have  purchased  a 
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S ratify  of  joodii  ind  ptopofle  to  tnnsport  them  into  the  tUetiiol* 
ont^.  Thai  yoor  Memorialiafts  have  prooared  oertifieates  of  tlie 
Legal  importation  of  orerj  Inrmoe  and  P^age,  that  was  not  mann- 
fMtored  in  AnMrioa,  and  hayo  taken  every  measvre  required  by  tlM 
Laws  to  seeore  the  goods  firom  any  seisare  between  this  and  Fort 
Pitt.  Bat  notwithstanding  those  oertificates,  your  Memorialists 
humbly  oonoeive  that  there  is  a  risk  in  meeting  with  some  diffionlty 
on  the  road  from  eyil  disposed  persons,  and  that  every  preeantion  is 
neeessar^in  transporting  them  from  here  to  Fort  Pitt. 

Wberefbre  yonr  Memorialists  humbly  pray  that  your  Exoellenoy 
the  President  and  the  Honorable  Gouneil  will  grant  to  them  a  Pms- 
Bort  far  their  Goods  from  here  to  Fort  Pitt. 

WM.  WIKOFF, 
LARDNER  CLARK.* 
Philadelphia  Januy.  2Sd  1788. 
Dirfctedf 

'  His  Exoellenoy  the  President  and  the  Honorable  Council  of  the 
Stote. 


MoKS.  Marbois  to  Prbs.  Dickinson,  1788. 

Philadelphia^  January  24th^  1878. 
Sir, 

Your  Excellency  having  expressed  the  desire  to  have  the  powder 
on  board  the  King^s  frigates,  transported  into  some  of  the  magazines 
in  order  to.prevent  any  accidents  whilst  the  Ships  lay  at  the  wharfs 
of  tiiis  city ;  I  desire  you  will  be  so  obliging  as  to  direct  the  Keeper 
of  the  magasines  to  receive  98  Barrels  into  the  said  magasines  &  to 
ajppoint  a  separate  place  in  order  to  prevent  any  confusion. 

As  we  have  no  guud  to  ffiye  for  the  Security  of  this  ammunition. 
I  wish  your  Excellency  will  be  Kind  enough  as  to  direct  the  persons 
cbarged  of  that  service  in  behalf  of  the  Un.  Statses  or  Pennsylvania, 
to  admit  that  powdor  in  the  store  or  magazine  for  the  security  of 
which  there  is  a  Guard  already  appointed, 
I  am  sir,  with  perfect  respect, 
your  Excellency  very  humble  &  obedient  servant, 

MARBOISt 


BBSOLxnkoMb  6v  OoNGEisa,  1788: 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled. 

January  24tb,  1783. 
Whereas  Complaint  hath  been  made  to  Congrcs  by  Percifor" 
Fraiier,  John  Hannum  and  Joseph  Gardner,  in  behalf  of  themselves 
and  others,  that  there  are  good  grounds  not  only  from  former  trans- 

♦  See  Col.  Rec,  Vol.  XHI.,  p.  iSi. 
.  t  H««  Col..  Bee,  YbL  XIIL,  ^  iSA. 
Vol.  EL-S2 
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aotioofl,  bat  for  other  rtfasom,  to  believe  that  great  abtuee,  have  1 
attempted  of  a  pass  granted  by  the  Commander  to  Ohief  for  the  pro- 
tection of  cloathing  and  other  necessaries  sent  from  New  York  in  the. 
Ship  Amaaon  for  the  use  of  British  and  Oerman  prisoners  of  Wwtf 
and  that  private  and  unwarrantable  advantages  are  intended  bj  intnJ 
dacing  for  sale  under  cover  of  the  said  Passports  a  considerabla 
quantity  of  British  goods  and  merchandise. 
Besolved, 

That  the  assistant  Secretary  at  War  be  directed  to  q|Qse  tha 
goods  imported  in  the  Ship  Amason,  and  not  delivered  to  the  British 
or  Oerman  prisoners  of  War  to  be  forthwith  examined  and  compared 
with  the  passport  under  which  they  have  been  imported  by  proper  per-; 
sods;  and  that  His  fizcellcncy  the  President  and  the  Supreme 
executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  be  requested  to 
nominate  one  of  the  said  persons. 

Resolved,  That  the  Assistant  Secretary  at  War  be  directed  to 
report  to  Congress  the  result  of  the  said  inquiry  together  with  the 
number  of  the  said  prisoners,  and  of  the  cloathing  and  other 
necessaries  imported  in  the  said  vessel  which  have  been  delivered 
for  their  use. 

(Copy.) 

CHARLES  THOMSON,  Secy.* 


Robert  Lbvbrs  to  Pres.  Dickinson,  1788. 

Easton,  January  26th.  1788. 
Sir, 

As  the  season  of  the  year  will  be  soon  approaching  when,  if  the 
Indians  should  determine  to  renew  their  hostilities  on  the  frontierv- 
of  this  state,  your  Excellency  and  the  Supreme  Executive  Council 
may  judge  it  expedient  to  call  out  on  the  m>ntiers  of  this  Countyi 
a  part  of  tbe  militia,  for  the  defence  thereof;  for  this,  and  for  a 
more  substantial  reason,  which  is  that  the  militia,  who  have  hereto- 
fore done  their  tour  of  duty  on  the  frontiers,  may  receive  some  piay 
for  Cheir  past  services,  I  take  the  liberty  as  present  Lieutenant  of 
the  County,  to  lay  a  state  of  the  circumstances  of  the^militia,  before 
vour  Excellency  and  the  Council^  as  far  as  has  come  to  my 
knowledge. 

The  latter  end  of  June,  1781, 1  had  the  honcw  to  be  appointed 
Lieutenant,  but  am  a  perfect  stranger  what  pay  mieht  have  been 
due  to  the  militia  for  services,  before  that  time — The  Eighth  class  had 
been  just  then  called  out,  and  by  regular  rotation  the  classes  have 
been  since  called  to  the  four  first  companies  of  the  fourth  class, 
which  compleated  their  tour  last  fall,  and  from  the  muster  rolls  in 
the  eighth,  first,  second,  third,  and  Fourth  dasseSi  some  of 
which  nave  been  already  transmitted  to  Council,  as  they  came  to 

«  Sue  CoL  Beo.,  YoL  XHI.,  pp.  488-485. 
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Biy  hands,  it  does  appear,  that  a  Bum  not  less  than  ten  thonsand 
poanda  will  be  required  to  diflchatge  the  pay  dne  to  the  militia  on 
aeoount  of  serrices,  from  the  time  of  my  appointment,  inoloding 
aerrieea  performed  before,  in  oonduotiog  prisoners  &ca.,  for  which 
Col.  Rea,  my  predeceasor,  had  given  orders,  that  certificates  shoald 
be  given  by  the  captaiva  of  the  respective  companies,  for  so  much 
time  as  he  had  allowed  to  each  militia  man  that  had  been  on  snch 
dnty,  and  that  it  shonld  be  allowed  as  part  of  the  tear,  when  such 
militia  nen  ahould  thereafter  be  called  into  service  on  the  frontiers 
Bat  as  the  services  performed  for  cond acting  prisoners,  &c.,  specified 
by  certificates,  in  the  time  of  Samael  Rea,  Esquire,  were  before  June, 
17S1,  yoar  Ezcellenoy  and  the  Council  will  please  to  direct,  if  the 
pay  for  this  service  is  to  be  in  state  or  in  Silver  or  gold. 

I  am  exoeeding  sorry  that  both  my  accounts  and  the  acooqnts  of 
the  Sub- Lieutenants  are  not  now  laid  before  your  Ezocllency  and 
the  Councils  Respecting  the  second  and  fourth  battallion  of  the 
militia,  which  I  superintend  myself,  every  method  has  been  taken 
by  me,  but  I  have  not  as  yet  been  able  to  obtain  from  the  officers  of 
the  militia  the  returns  required  by  the  Comptroller  general,  which 
are  necessary  to  make  the  accounts  compleat  and  intelligible  ;  as 
soon  as  I  can  prepare  them,  they  shall  be  transmitted.  The  Sherif 
of  the  CouDty  is  busy  in  colleotiog  the  outstanding  fines;  but  from 
him  I  learn  the  scarcity  of  money  occasions  the  fines  to  come  in 
slowly,  and  he  wishes  to  do  it  without  distress.  The  most  of  the 
fines  to  be  collected  in  this  county  will  oome  out  of  the  Second  and 
Ibarth  battallions — ^The  Delinquent  fines,  according  to  the  lists 
delivered  by  me  to  the  sherif,  and  for  which  executions  issued,  taken 
from  the  muster  rolls  and  appeals  amounted  to  two  thousand  and 
■erenty  five  pounds  and  four  pence,  and  from  the  great  mistakes  in 
the  Captains,  on  duty  on  the  frontiers,  in  making  out  their  muster 
rolla,  from  information  received  from  the  sherif,  scarce  half  the 
above  sum  can  be  rightfully  demanded,  as  many  were  upon  duty, 
as  is  said,  who  are  not  included  in  the  muster  rolls,  and  others  will 
prodnce  certificates  from  their  officers,  whereby  they^xpect  to  be 
exempted  from  fine,  and  but  few  of  the  Fines  have  as  yet  been 
collected.  The  First,  third,  fifth  and  sixth  battallions,  which  are 
anperintonded  by  the  Sub-Lientenants,  who  as  yet  have  jielivercd 
BO  other  accounts  to  me,  than  what  I  transmitted  to  the*  supreme 
executive  councils  last  summer  and  fall,  will  not,  from  what  then 
appeared  to  me,  prodnce  an  amount  of  fines  eqnal  to  five  hundred 
pounds,  From  whence  it  will  igppear  that  the  fines  of  this  county 
will  tM  short  of  reaching  to  pay  the  militia,  who  have  done  dnty  on 
the  frontiers,  during  my  Lieutenancy  only  about  eight  thousand 
pounds,  and  as  the  militia  do  murmur  much  for  want  of  pay,  and 
complain,  that  they  are  disabled  from  paying  their  taxes,  for  want 
of  money ;  and  it  being  highly  probable,  that  if .  the  militia  should 
be  called  in  futurCi  to  serve  on  the  frcntiefi  the  whole  eight  daasfiA^. 
as  I  am  informed^  having  serred  without  xeeehVu^  aik)  ^^^^Dmbca 


744  FSNNSTItVANU  ABOHIVES  1788; 

will  be  great  diffioalty  to  prevAil  on  bmj  to  tani  o«i|  how  gnki  tow 
erer  the  exigenoy  may  be,  I  have  therefore  thooght  it  my  neoeanrj 
duty  to  point  oat  thia  defioieney  to  year  Exoellenoy  and  the  ooaneil. 

In  the  coarse  of  last  year,  there  haying  been  great  treipaaaes  ft 
waste  committed  by  divers  persons,  npon  vacant  and  nnappropriated 
Land«|  on  the^NcNrth  side  of  the  bine  moantaina,  in  this  noonty,  by 
ontting  down  Pine  timber,  I  esteemed  it  my  duty,  from  the  offieea 
of  public  tnist  I  held,  to  lay  the  same  before  the  Sapreme  EzecatiT« 
Council,  and  there  being  still  great  waste  committed,  aad  f^reat 
destruction  of  timber  still  prevailing  on  vacant  and  unappropnalad 
lands,  both  for  the  use  of  boards  and  shingles,  jand  that  not 
particularly  for  the  neighbouring  inhabitants,  but  for  sale  far  and 
wide,  whereby  bodies  of  lands,  which  in  time  might  be  improved, 
will  be  rendered  totally  unserviceable,  I  still  conceive  it  to  be  my 
duty  to  inform  the  su^eme  ezecative  council  thereof,  For  there 
are  many  places,  which  tho'  they  might  not  make  a  farm,  would 
handsomely  suit  a  ^^raflbsman,  and  the  destruction  of  the  timber 
thereby  becomes  a  public  injury,  and  the  cutting  of  large  quan- 
tities of  White  Pine  in  the  great  swamp  is  very  injuriona ;  for 
it  is  not  to  be  doubted  a  great  part  thereof  will  in  time  be  settled } 
and  means  hereafter  found  to  bring  that  kind  of  timber  down  tha- 
Lsheigh  to  great  public  advantage,  whereas  there  is  now  a  great 
abuse  of  timber  there  because  many  trees  are  cut  down,  which  are 
found  to  be  un£t  for  the  purpose  of  Shingles,  and  cannot  at  that  dis- 
tance be  put  to  any  good  use,  and  therefore  wholly  lost  Theaa 
considerations  have  lead  me  to  presume  to  lay  this  before  yonr 
excellency  in  council  and  more  especially  as  in  March,  1780,  it  ap* 
peared  to  be  the  Judgement  of  the  Legislature,  there  should  be  a 
stop  put  to  these  kind  of  trespasses ;  for  there  was  a  law  passed, 
among  other  purposes,  to  prevent  trespasses  and  waste  from  being 
committed  upon  vacant  and  unappropriated  lands,  which  law  aOA- 
tinued,  as  I  apprehend,  only  for  nine  monthsy  and  from  thence  to 
the  end  of  the  next  session  of  assembly. 

Your  Excellency,  who  knows  me  well,  will  I  am  persuaded  be 
convinced,  that  it  is  from  the  integrity  of  my  hearty  I  have  given 
this  information. 

Col.  Stephen  Balliet,  on  the  twentieth  of  December  last,  by 
writing,  declined  for  the  future  furnishing  the  militia  and  Rangers 
any  longer  with  provisions  *,  therefore  agreeable  to  an  order  of  the 
sopreme  executive  council,  which  I  had  received,  dated  the  twenty^ 
fourth  of  October  last,  I  have  contracted  with  Mr.  John  Oregory, 
who  has  undertaken  to  supply  Capt.  Philip  Shrawders  ranging 
company,  with  provisiims,  &c.;  at  the  price  heretofore  allowed  to  Col. 
BaUiet 

I  am.  Sir, 
your  excellency's  most  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  LEVERS. 

Hia  JEiEeellencj  Jeha  Piokinson  Eaqnire.;  '    ^ 
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Joseph  Robhrts  to  CotrNOiL^  1788. 

To  the  honorable  the  President  &  Execatiyo  Goancil  of  tiie  State  of 
PennsjlyalM; 

The  Petition  of  Joseph  Reberts  of  the  Township  l)f  Montgoitieiy 
in  the  Connt^  of  Philadelphia;  Coidwainer, 

Humbly  sheweth,  *        * 

That  jour  Petitioner,  by  a  late  Prosecutioti  in  the  Conrt  of  Oyer 
&  Terminer,  has  been  adjudged  to  the. Payment  of  an  Hundred  & 
fifty  Pounds,  for  gitipg  som^  Direotions  concerning  their' Road  to  i 
few  Travelers  asking  tor  them  at  his  Door. 

That  the  said  Travellers  were  absolute  Strangers  to  your  Peti- 
tionev,  and  neither  from  their  Habit  or  Discourse,  gave  hlqii  tnj 
Reason  to  suspect  they  were  British  Soldiers.  "^ 

That  your  Petitioner  was  altogether  ignorant,  at  this  Hme,  of 
any  Act  of  Assembly  against  giving  Food,  or  information  of  their 
Road,  to  strangers  requesting  them  ;  and  so  far  from  knowing  that 
he  thereby  incurred  a  fine,  that  he  believed  he  wa8  only  perliMrfldtng 
a  common  Act  of  Hospitality. 

That  your  Petitioner  is  but  a  young  Man,  &  except  his  Trade  and 
Industry,  has  little  in  the  world  to  support  a  Wife  &  five  Children, 
who  must,  with  himself  pe  reduced  to  great  Distress,  if  not  Ruin, 
should  the  whole  of  the  above  sum  be  rigorously  exacted  from  him. 

That  your  Petitioner,  therefore  humbly  prays,  that  in  Considera- 
tion of  the  Hardship  of  his  case,  &  that  he  has  not  been  a  wilful 
Offender  against  tjie  Law,  the  Honorable  the  President  &  Council, 
will  be  pleased  to  grant  such  Relief  in  the  Premises,  by  an  Abate- 
ment of  the  said  Fine,  as  they  m  their  Wisdom  may.  judge  proper. 

JOSEPH  ROBERTS.* 
Montgomeiy,  Jan'y  27th,  1788. 

Indcraedj 
Read  in  Council  Feb'y  20, 1783— &  rejected. 

T.  Matlack,  Sec'y. 


We  the  Snbseribers,  Neighbours  &  Acquaintance  of  Joseph 
Roberts,  hereby  certify  that  he  is  a  sober  industrious  young  Man  of 
good  Character  among  us ;  and  that,  as  we  have  no  Doubt  of  the 

•  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol,  XIII.,  p.  611,  685. 
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Truth  of  the  seyeral  AllegatioDS  contained  in  the  annexed  Petition, 
we  do  yerj  freely  join  in  the  Prayer  of  it. 

Montgomery,  January  24th  1783.        .  . 

Hesekiah  Williams, 

£d.  Bartholmew, 

Gha'a  Moore,  M.  J)., 

Evan  Jones, 

Mord.  Moore, 

Wm.  McClean, 

Aroh'd  MoClean,  Snrg'n, 

Ist  Batf  n  P.  G.  M. 
William  MuUin. 
Charles  Stedman. 


Eiisa  Ferguflaon, 
Robert  Loller,  surreyor, 
Beth  Qaee,  Bsqr., 
William  Roberti, 
David  Evansi 
Geo.  Maris, 
Caleb  Foulke, 
Samuel  Wheeler, 
Zebolun  Potts,  Bsqr.    *« 


I  am  acquainted  with  Joseph  Roberts  and  fully  believe  what  ha 
^ys  Respecting  his  conduct  to  those  people. 

Tho.  Franklin.* 


Respublica, 


,1^ 


Joseph  Roberts. 

Prot.  £4    6  6 

Attorney  Genl.,  1  16  0 

Sheriff,  19  0 

Jury,  16  D 

Crjer,  1  6 


Witnesses  attendance, 
Noah  Lee  7  days, 
James  Burt  ditto, 
Ebenezer  Archibald,  do., 


Sheriff  for  mileage 
Serv'e, 


-8     8 

14 
14 
14 

10  10  0 

3  Indiotm«« 


31  10  0 

7 

31  17  0 
'     16  6 

£32  13  6 


*  See  page  764. 
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John  Nicholson  to  PBJtt-  DIckiksojt/  1788. 

Oompi'  OenenTs  Ofioe, 

Philad%  Jan'y  29th,  1783. 
Sir, 

I  beg  leave  to  request  au  order  for  the  Sam  of  fi?d   hundred 
poandfl  State  mooej  for  paying  one  third  of  the  Offioera  &  soldiers 
Depreoiation  of  pay.    The  last  order  you  were  pleased  to  give  bus 
been  reo*  and  the  money  expended. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be 

with  the  highest  respeet, 

your  Excell^ 
most  Obed<  jiiamble  servant, 

JN*  NICHOLSON. 

His  Exoelleney^  the  President,  in  Oonnoil. 


State  ojt  thb  Pennsylvania  Line,  178S, 

Slst  Jan'y,  1783. 


PenBsylTmnm  Linei 

Horise  Artillery, 
Infantry, 

a 

■V- 

c 

S 
B 

1- 

■i 

e> 
CO 

t 
1 

a. 

d 

1 

Total. 

Gcnl.  Green's  Army, 

Artillerj  Do , 

Fort  Pitt, 

O^ol  Hasen'a  Regt,, 

Hia  Eicellency,  Gen*  Washing- 

ton*a  Guarda, 
CoL  Rich*  Butler'a  D^taohmeni 

at  Luncaat^r^  &<j., 
Detachuieut  at  Philadelphia, 
Becrnita  inllated  in  ihk  month, 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

t 
I 

3 

1 
4 

1 
1 

2 

30 
7 
2 
9 

32 
10 

15 
4 
7 

J 

38 

6 

7 

592 

78 

60 

22 

512 
196 

80 

641 
89 

118 
72 

22 

601 

212 

80 

Total. 

e 

6 

5 

4 

,90 

71 

7 

1046 

1835 

2087 
1835 


Total,  252  wKttivn%V>  wswi^^^N..^ 


8  Regim^tg  s>f  In&ntryj^ajb  512 

RaDk'&  file,  eaoh^  -     1586^ 

8  Do.        27  Sojj!*,  each,  81    - 

8  Dp.  18  Dniiii'*  &  dfers,  eftoli,       54 
8  D6.  Seijt.  Major,  Qr.  M'  S^ijS 
Dran^  Major^  fife  ilajor^  eaqbi     12 


Total,    1683,  tkree  Begt*  of  Infantry. 


4  Companies  of  Artillery,  65  Non 

Commision  &  privates,  each,      260 
4  Do.,  2  Drum",  2  fifers,  each,  8 

Serj*  Major,  Q'  Master  Serj*,  Prom 
Major,  Fifb  Major,  eaob,  4 


Total,  272,  four  Companies  of  Artillerjr^ 


2  Troops  of  Horse,  64  Non  Com- 
mission &  privates  each  Troop,  128 

Serj'  Major,  Q'  Master  Seij*,  2 
Trumpeters,  4 


182,  two  Troops  of  Ewae. 


InfantTy,  1683 
Artillery,  272 
Horse,        132 

Total,        2087 

N.  B.  The  Compames  of  Artificers  are  Compleat. 

RICH*  HUMPTON,  Col.  24  P.  Eegt.     . 


List  o?  Purceasxs  of  Citt  Lots,  no   part  of  vhios? 
has  been  paid,  1783. 


Purchasers  names. 

Epbriam  Blaine, 
Robert  Cocks, 
William  Milnor, 
'William. Sheaff, 
John  Clendenio, 
Samuel  M.  Brown, 
William  Grinding, 
Stacey  Hepburn, 


Date  of  purehage. 

1781,  July  5th, 
"      Do.     " 

«    Aug.  23d, 
«    Oct.  18th, 
"    Do.     " 
"     Decem.  17th, 

1782,  May  30th, 
"    Do.      " 


Amount  of  Do. 

108a 
159 

1230 

88 

134 

375 

165 


t 
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Day  of  payment. 

lUtmains  dne. 

1781,  July  26th, 

je482  10    4 

1782,  Feb.  23d, 

111    0    2 

«    March  8d,         ' 

'           64  12    4 

«        "      6tb, 

99  19 

"        "     18th, 

116    5    8 

«        "      Do. 

52    8    6 

«    April  4th, 

S29  17    9 

«        "    25th, 

'    9    0  10 

«    May  lat, 

44    3    8 

"       "    8th, 

41    6    7 

«    Do.    " 

184  14  10 

«      "    29th, 

148    8    6 

«    Do.    " 

69    8    6 

"    June  17th, 

145    8    6 

"      Do.    " 

148  11  10 

«      Do.    « 

233  11    1 

«    July  Slst, 

218  14    » 

«      Do.     " 

66    5 

«  Oct.  nth, 

11  19    9 

«      Do.    « 

222    4    6 

«      Do.    « 

117    8    8 

George  HeDry, 
Joho  Mitchell| 
Xiewis  Oraot, 
CoL  HumptoDi, 
John  Mitdholl, 
Blair  M'Clenaohaiiy 
Philip  Moore, 
Jaioes  Longhead, 
John  DonatdsoD; 

Do. 
Donlap  &  Bodden^ 
Joseph  Dean, 
John  Tajlor, 
Thomas  Bradford, 
Davis  &  PattoD, 
George  Biokhami 
John  Barker, 
Peter  Stretch, 
Solomon  Myers  Cohen, 
Anthony  Cathbert, 
Ephraim  Blain^ 

January  3l8t,  1783. 

DAVID  BiTTBNHOUSB,  Sec'y. 

The  autts  remaining  dne  as  above  set  down  are  eoroputod  in  paper 
money.    If  paid  in  Specie  the  Interest  must  be  added. 


JOHK  NlCfHOMOK  TO  PrES.  OF  ^COUNCIL,  1788. 

Comp.  General's  office,  Philada.,  Feb.  4th,  1788. 
Sir, 

The  money  which  I  reoeived  in  consequenoe  of  the  last  order  is 
expended,  and  further  demands  make  it  necessary  to  apply  for 
more ;  I  have,  therefore,  to  request  that  your  Ezoellencv  will  be 
pleased  to  have  an  order  drawn  in  my  favor  for  five  hundred  pounds, 
aute  money,  for  paying  off  id  part  of  depreciation  Certificates  on 
account 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  the  highest  respect, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obed't  Servant, 

JNO.  NICHOLSON. 

Dtrededf 
Hia  Excellency,  The  president  and  Council. 

8%^  • 
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ENSiaN  WiLLUM  Cooper  to  Pees.  Dickinson,  1788, 

/ 

His  Ezoellencj,  the  President  &  Coancil. 

GeDtlemen,  having  bad  Uie  Honor  of  being  appointed  an  officer 
to  a  Company  of  Rangers  to  be  raised  in  Westmoreland  County,  fotf 
the  defence  of  the  same,  think  it  is  duty  to  repiesenjb  to  jiat 
Honors,  the  State  and  condition  of  said  Corps.  Being  well  informed 
that  the  said  Company  i«  not  at  present  on  an  equal  footing  with 
the  other  Companies,  both  in  respect  of  Pay  and  Bonntyi  would 
Earnestly  solicit  that  they  would  receive  the  deficienoiai  of  the  aame^ 
which  he  humbly  conceives  to  be  their  just  right. 

By  the  unfortunate  affair  of  the  Enemy  burning  Hannahstown 
the  officers  of  said  Company  lost  their  Clothing.  And  agreeable  to 
their  instructions  for  raising  said  Company^  they  conceive  themselTcii 
intitled  to  a  suit  each  from  the  Public. 

Well  knowing  your  good  disposition  towards  yonr  officera  in 
General,  makes  no  doubt  but  your  Honors  will  take  the  sane  iBto 
consideration,  and  grant  us  such  relief  as  yonr  Wkdom  &  Jostioc 
will  think  meet. 

W.  COOPER, 
Ensign  Westinoreland  Company  Rangeni« 

Philada.,  Feb.  6th,  1788. 
JDirectedf    His  Excellency,  the  President  &  Council. 


EXI&ACT  07  LS^SBE  PBOX  Wm*  BRADFORD,   JuNR.,   1788, 

Arch  Streets,  Feb.  7, 1788. 
Sir,^ 

I  would  also  inform  your  Ezeellency  &  the  Council  that  the 
Cause  in  which  Mr.  Wilcocks  was  plaintiff  &  Mr.  Qeo.  Henry  the 
defend t.  respecting  the  seizure  of  some  salt  in  the  year  1779,  was 
lately  tried  &  determined  in  favour  of  the  plantiff.  The  State,  who 
was  the  real  defendant,  retained  Mr.  Ingersol  very  early  in  this 
Cause.  After  mentioning  to  Council  that  the  trial  lasted  a  day  k  a 
half,  &  involved  in  it  the  discussion  of  several  new  &  difficult  points 
of  Law,  I  conceive  it  my  duty  to  inform  them,  that  Mr.  Ingersol 
has  received  no  compensation  for  his  Service  except  a  small  retaining 
fee  advanced  to  him  at  the  Commencement  of  the  suit. 

The  City  Letts  purchased  by  Mr.  Coze  concerning  which  yont 
Excellency  requested  information  are  situated  on  fifth  street,  between 
Walnut  &  Spruce  Streets,  opposite  to  the  Koman  Catholic  burial 
Ground. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  Excellency  most  obed.  &  very  hum  Servt. 

WM.  BRADFORD  Jun.,* 
Directed, — His  Excellency  John  Dickinson  Esq.,  President  &o. 

»  See  VoJ,  Vn. 
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0.  J.  McEbah  to  PBEe.  Dickinsoit,  1788* 

Sir, 

I  htT6  oonsidered  the  natim  of  the  hformitioii  TeoeiTed  con* 
eerniDg  the  voyage  to  New  York  by  Captain  Canby  last  Sanmery 
and  apprehend  the  whole  transaction  may  be  fully  proved  if  Mr. 
Bobert  Logan  has  permieeion  to  go  into  New  York.  I  must  there- 
fore  request  your  Bzcellency  to  granl^  him  a  safe  oondnet  or  Passport 
to  go  into  New  York,  especially  with  a  view  to  this  affair,  but  also 
from  an  expectation  that  other  disooverieB  of  the  same  nature  may 
be  made.  ^  « 

I  am  Sir, 

with  great  regard  your  Ezcollency's, 

most  obedient  humble  servant, 

THO.  MoKEAN 
Philadelphia,  Feb.  7th,  1783. 
Directed^ 

His  Exoellenoy  John  DickinsoB  Esquire,  President  &^,  of  Penn« 
gylvania. 


Rkv.  Peter  Miller  to  Sec'y  Matlack,  1783. 

Sir, 

Having  ktely  been  solicited  by  some  Menists  who  were  fined  for 
not  apprdiending  British  Deserters,  to  intercede  for  tten,  I  have 
ventured  to  lay  their  Case  before  His  Excellency,  your  PMUenL 
Since  that  Time  I  have  lieard  that  their  Fine  was  considenSiy  lea* 
sened,  which  was  an  Act  worthy  of  your  honourable  Council,  and 
must  needs  draw  upon  you  the  Affection  of  the  good  People  of  ths 
State.  The  Bearer  hereof,  Henry  Martin,  and  another  Christian 
Weaver,  who  intend  at  present  to  address  themselves  to  your  hon^ 
•nrable  Board,  have  also  sent  down  their  Petition,  attested  bj 
sundry  worthy  Freeholders ;  but  have  hitherto  miscarried  in  their 
humble  Expectation.  As  they  are  equally  entangled  with  the  others 
in  the  Guilt,  it  is  not  probable  that  their  Petition  should  have  been 
rejected,  at  the  same  Time  the  Council  hath  extended  it's  Mercy 
over  the  others.  And  therefore,  at  their  Desire,  I  took  the  Freedom 
to  recommend  their  Case,  by  2^ns  of  your  Person,  to  hia  Excel- 
lency and  the  Council  If  you  think  it  proper  to  lay  this  Letter 
before  the  President^  I  desire  you  to  mention  my  humble  Bespectt 
to  Him  and  Family. 

I  humbly  am  of'  Opinion  that  aU  Bnleni  of  Governments  should 
be  invested  with  Power,  to  mitigate  the  Rigour  of  the  Law  by  the 
InterpOiitioB  of  Mer^,  when  necessary ;  at  least  we  find  thereof 
many  tcMaikaUe  iiBtaacca  in  the  Jewisfa  Dispensatiott.    iia^  il 
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this  People  mast  pay  so  great  a  Fine,  it  is  oertain  that  they  will  be 
ruinedy  anfl  that  for  no  other  Crime  bat  negleot  of  Duty  in  Matters 
whioh  they  were  not  permitted  to  do  by  their  Principles  and  Con- 
science. You  had  been  allways  considered  as  an  accomplished 
Politician ;  and  therefore  I  propose  to  yon  the  most  perfect  Pattern 
of  sonnd  Polioyi  of  a.  Woman,  which  was  employed  by  Joab  t9= 
intercede  before  Bang  David  for  Absalom,  2  Sam.,  14, 11,  when 
she  pray'4  -  that  the  King  would  not  suflfer  to  multiply  in  the 
Country  the  Revengers  of  ^lood,  or  as  we  say  now,  the  Informers ; 
for  thereby  the  Evil  b  more  increased,  than  lessened.  I  have  nt 
more  to  add,  but  that,  beeides  my  humble  Aespeot  to  yoo,  I  am. 
Sir,  your  humble  Servaant,         , 


Ephrata,  the  9th  of  Feb.,  1783. 
Read  in  Council,  Feb.  18, 1788.    T.  M. 
Dirtcted^ 

Timothe  Matlack,  Esquire,  Philadelphia. 


PETER  MILLER. 


Gen.  St.  Clair  to  Pres.  Dickinson,  4783. 

Philadelphia  February  10th,  1783. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  Honor  to  enclose  an  arrangement  of  the  fourth  Regi- 
ment of  light  Dragoons  and  Colonel  Moylans  Return.  The  Retom 
did  not  come  to  my  Hands  unUil  this  Day,  for  want  of  which,  and 
some  Knowledge  of  the  Intentions  of  Major  Fauntleray  the  arrange* 
ment^p  been  delayed,  it  must  however  be  supposed  to  have  taken 
place  upon  the  first  of  January,  and  I  have  dated  it  accordingly— 
that  Corps  will  consist  of  two  Troops  one  mounted  and  one  dis- 
mounted. 

Major  Fauntleray  has  been  long  absent— in  what  Manner, 
neither  the  Colonel  nor  officer  here  can  give  me  any  acoonbt  and  it 
is  even  doubtful  of  whether  he  has  not  resigned.  Upwards  of  two 
Months  ago,  however,  I  wrote  to  him  requiring  him  immediately  to  join 
the  Corps  or  signify  his  having  quitted  the  Service — ^The  Letter  was 
sent  by  Lieut.  Colonel  Temple,  and  I  have  no  doubt  got  soon  to  his 
Hands,  but  it  has  produced  neither  the  one  nor  the  other.  If  he 
was  in  Service  on  the  first  of  January  he  is,  of  course,  continued  ui 
Ae  Command  of  the  two  Troops,  but  I  beg  leave  to  submit  it^ 
whether,  after  so  great  a  Neglect  at  least,  if  not  contempt,  the  office 
should  not  be  considered  as  vacant,  and  the  next  officen  brought  np 
in  succession,  and  their  Commissions  dated  on  the  second  of  thai 
Month.  I  am  folly  of  Opinion  he  will  never  join  the  Corps,  from 
the  Certainty  he  must  have  his  conduct  will  not  be  overlooked  in 
this  recent  Instance,  as  well  as  his  having  left  it  on  a  former  Oooa* 
flion,  contrary  to  my  express  ordera  in  writing,  whioh  I  have  had  no 
Opportunity  to  take  notice  of.    Should  the  Sentiments  of  Coun<»l 
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ooiDoide  with  mine  in  this  Matter,  it  will  be  necessary  that  the 
appointments  be  transmitted  by  them  to  the  War  Office  in  order  to 
the  issuing  Commissions. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be^ 

with  great  Refipeot  Sir, 

your  most  obedient  Servant, 

AE.  ST  CLAIR. 


John  Nicholson  to  Pbbs.  Dickinson,  1783. 

Comptroller  General's  Office, 

Philad*,  Peb'y  12%  1783. 
Sir, 

I  beg  leare  to  request  That  an  order  may  be  drawn  upon  the 
Treasurer  in  my  favor  for  fire  hundred  pounds.  State  money,  for 
paying  one  third  of  Depreciation  Certificates,  for  which  I  will  Account. 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be, 

With  very  Great  respect, 

Your  Excell'ys  Most  Obed<  Servant, 

JN-  NICHOLSON. 

His  Excell'y  The  presid.  of  Penn^ 


John  Hannuic  to  Pess.  Dickinson,  1783. 

February  14th;  1783. 
Sin 

I  take  the  liberty  to  inform  you,  that,  pursuant  to  the  Dire^on  of 
council,  the  agents  for  Confiscated  Estates  in  Chester  Coumf ,  one 
of  whom  I  then  was,  sold  part  of  hog  Island,  said  To  be  the  property 
of  Joseph  Galloway,  Esq' — Attainted  of  high  Treason, — to  Col* 
Joshua  North  and  Others,  and  Rec'd  in  full  Payment  the  Amount 
in  Officers'  and  Soldiers'  Certificates,  Agreeable  to  the  laws  of  this 
Commonwealth ;  but  the  Claim  of  Col»  Thomas  Proctor  and  Others 
on  said  Island  have  prevented  the  purchasers  from  Obtaining  their 
Titles ;  and  as  they  are  Very  uneasy  Concerning  the  same.  And  Re- 
peatedly applying  to  me  on  that  Account,  would  be  glad  Council 
will  be  pleased  to  Decide  on  the  premises,  and  Either  grant  Titles  to 
the  purchasers,  or  Otherwise  determine  The  matter,  so  as  to  prevent 
me  from  any  Further  trouble.  # 

I  Remain,  with  Due  Respect, 

vour  Excellency's  most  Ob*  Hum^  Ser*, 

JN«  HANNUM. 

2>treeta2,— His  Excellency  John  Dickinson,  Esq',  President  of 
the  Supreme  Executive  CoundL 

Imdaned,—^^  Read^  in  Council  Feb'y  16, 1788.  Ordered  to  111 
on  the  Ikble. 
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Resolutions  op  Assembly— Wyoming,  1788. 

State  of  Pennsylyaiua. 
In  General  Assembljy 

Thuraday,  February  20, 1783,  A.  M. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  respectiog  the  decision  of  the  Con- 
nectiout  Claim,  was  read  the  Moond  time,  and  adopted  as  follows, 
viz.  : — 

The  Committee  appointed  January  28  to  confer  with  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council,  respecting  the  decision  of  the  Connecticut  Claim, 
and  to  devise  such  measures  as  may  promote  the  happiness  and 
interest  of  all  the  good  people  of  this  State — having  conferred  with  th# 
Supreme  Executive  Council,  beg  leave  toreport^  as  the  joint  opinion 
of  that  Board,  and  of  your  Committee. 

That  the  persons  now  settled  at  or  near  Wioming,  Yielding  da# 
obedience  to  the  Laws,  are  undoubtedly  intitled,  in  oommon  with' 
other  Citizens  of  the  State,  to  the  protection  and  the  benefits  of  civil 
Government, 

That  the  new  and  extraordinary  circumstances  in  which  they^tand, 
renders  it  expedient  for  the  House  to  take  proper  measures  UMrei% 
without  loss  of  time. 

And  they  having  declared  the  appeal  which  they  have  made  to 
this  House  their  only  resource,  it  becomes  the  dignity  of  this  House 
to  be  very  oiroumspect  in  its  condocl  toward  them,  and  to  act  upon 
the  best  information. 

Therefore  Kesolved,  That  Commissioners  be  appointed  to  make 
full  enquiry  into  their  cases  respectfully,  and  report  te  the  House. 

That  in  order  to  make  the  enquiry  effectual,  the  Commissionen 
be  authorized  to  send  for  persons,  records  and  papers. 

That  they  be  instructed  to  confer  with  all  or  any  of  the  Claimants 
under  Pennsylvania,  of  any  Lands  now  in  the  possession  of,  or  claimed 
under  the  State  of  Connecticut,  by  persons  now  being  actual  Settlers, 
as  well  as  with  the  said  Settlers,  or  any  of  them ;  and  to  encourage 
as  much  as  possible,  reasonable  and  friendly  compromises  between 
the  parties  claiming;  and  where  this  cannot  be  done,  to  consider  of 
and  report  such  plans  of  accommodation,  as  may  be  most  adviseable 
for  accomplishing  an  equitable  and  final  adjustment  of  all  differences. 

That  as  soon  as  may  be,  afier  the  Commissioners  shall  report, 

n  Act  be  passed,  providing  fully  for  the  cases  of  the  Inhabitants  of 

e  said  County,  more  especially  for  extending  to  them  the  Advan- 
tages  of  civil  Government — For  authorizing  and  directing  the  choice 
of  Justices  of  the  peace — For  appointing  places  of  holding  the  an- 
nual General  Elections — For  giving  time  for  entering  their  Slaves, 
if  any,  according  to  the  Spirit  of  the  Act  for  the  gradual  abolition  of 
Slavery — For  consigning  to  Oblivion  all  tumults  and  breaches  of  the 
jjteace.  by  whatever  name  they  may  be  called,  whieh  have  arisen  out 
of  the  controversy  between  the  Colony  or  State  of  Connectiont  and 
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the  said  settlers  on  the  one  part,  and  the  proyinee  or  State  of  Penn- 
sjrlvania  and  the  Inhabitants  thereof,  or  any  part  of  them,  on  the 
other  part — And  for  such  other  purposes  as  Circumstances  may 
appear  to  require. 

That  an  aet  be  immediatly  passed  for  staying  proceedings  at  Law, 
daring  the  said  enquiry,  against  any  of  the  said  Settlers,  for  dispos- 
flBessing  any  of  them  by  writ  of  Ejectment,  or  otherwise,  untill  this 
House  shall  decide  upon  the  report  so  to  be  made  by  the  said  Com- 
missioners. 

And  that  as  the  Guard  of  Continental  Troops  which  has  been 
stationed  at  Wyoming,  is  about  to  be  withdrawn,  it  is  necessary  for 
the  protection  of  the  said  settlement  against  the  savages,  to  replace 
the  Guard  immediately  with  the  two  Companies  of  Eangexs  com- 
manded by  Captains  Eobinson  and  Shrauder 

On  Motion, 

Ordered,  that  Mr.  Bush,  Mr.  Whitehill  and  Mr.  Clymer  prepare 
and  bring  in  a  Bill  for  staying  prooeedings  at  Law,  against  any  of 
the  settlers  in  the  above  mentioned  Tract  of  Country,  during  the 
enquiry  to  be  made  by  the  commissioners,  as  above  said,  until 
the  House  shall  decide  upon  the  report  to  be  made  by  the  said 
Commissioners. 

Besolved, 

That  the  Commissioners  be  appointed,  any  two  of  whom  shall 
have  full  power  to  ael,  agreeable  to  the  purposes  expressed  in  the 
foregoing  report. 

Besolved, 

The  pay  of  each  of  tho  Commissioners,  shall  be  three  Dollars  ^ 
diem,  including  their  Expenoea. 

Besolved, 

That  on  Tusday  next  the  Hoose  will  appoint  said  Commissioners^ 
Hid  that  the  nomination  for  them  take  place  before  that  day. 

Tuesday,  Febuary  25, 1783,  A.  M. 
Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  House  went  into  the  choice 
of  three  Commissioners  to  fulfill  the  duties  enjoined  in  the  Beport 
of  the  Committee  adopted  Feboary  20,  respecting  the  settlers  at 
Wyoming,  when  the  following  persons  were  elected  by  ballot  (vi^) 
William  Montgomery,  Moses  McClean,  &  Joseph  Montgomerji 
Baquires. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes, 

PBTEB  Z.  LLOTi), 

Clerk  of  Oeneral  AssflnUi* 
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Rbsolutions  of  Conqrbss,  178S. 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  Assembled  Feby.  20,  1788. 

The  assistant  Secretary  at  War  having  reported  to  Congress  th^ 
result  of  his  enquiry  respecting  the  goods  imported  in  the  Shi^ 
Amazon  for  the  use  of  British  and  German  prisoners  of  war. 
accompanied  with  a  report  of  the  Commissioners  appointed  pursuant 
to  the  resolutions  of  the  24  of  Jany.  last. 

Resolved,  That  it  does  not  appear  to  Congress  that  any  abuse  has 
been  made  of  the  passport  granted  by  the  Commander  in  Chief  for 
the  protection  of  Cloathing  and  other  necessaries  sent  from  New 
York  in  the  Ship  Amazon  for  the  use  of  the  British  and  German 
prisoners  of  war. 

Resolved,  That  the  goods  imported  in  the  said  Ship  Amazoii  and 
contained  in  the  return  laid  before  Congress  by  the  Assistant  Secre* 
tary  at  war  are  fully  covered  and  protected  by  the  said  passport  and 
ought  to  be  sent  with  all  expedition  and  without  any  let  or  hindrance 
to  the  prisonem  for  whose  use  they  were  designed. 

CHA.  THOMSON,  Seoj  * 


EzBKiEL  Robins  to  Pres.  Dickinson,  1783. 

New  York,  February  20th,  1783. 
Sir, 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  writing  to  you  by  Captn  Kemp  in  which  I 
Informed  you  my  proceedings  respecting  the  Marine  PrisoDort 
belonging  to  your  State,  since  which  time  I  have  furnished  them 
with  additional  Supplies  such  as  Shirts,  Stockings,  and  some  blankets 
and  Shoes,  the  Sick  on  board  the  Hospital  Ships,  are  supplied  with 
Tea  and  Sugar  and  other  Necessaries  as  the  Necessity  of  their  case 
requires,  the  bread  is  delivered  them  weekly  at  the  rate  of  four 
pounds  ^  Man,  the  potatoes  are  distributed  in  weekly  allowances, 
the  supplies  which  they  have  received  has  been  the  only  means  of 
the  preservation  of  their  lives. 

The  prison  Ships  are  perfect  Slaughter  Houses ;  since  the  eom- 
mencement  of  this  Year,  near  throe  hundred  are  on  the  Dead  list, 
they,  bury  some  times  from  Six  to  Eight  a  Day,  it  is  Impossible  for 
any  unless  a  Spectator  to  form  an  Idea  of  their  distressed  and  horrid 
Situation.  Samuel  Shoemaker  Esqr.,  formerly  of  your  place,  has 
exerted  himself  for  their  relief  by  frequent  applications  to  thm 
Admiral  by  which  means  numbers  have  been  liberated  and  sent 
Home  so  at  the  present  their  don't  remain  of  Pennsylvania  Prisoners 
to  exceed  fifty — am  in  hopes  their  continuation  on  board  the  Pnso^ 
Ships  will  not  be  of  a  long  duration. 

*  See  Col.  Beo.,  Vol.  XIH.,  p.  612. 
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Mr.  M*ckaj  who  has  been  a  prisoner  sometime  will  deliver  yonr 
Excellenqj  this,  and  who  om  Inform  joa  everj  partionlar,  respeoting 
their  situation. 

I  am  with  doe  regard  and  Esteem, 

joor  yerj  humble  Servant 

EZEKIEL  ROBINS, 
His  Exeelleiio;  John  Dickinson  Esqr.^  President  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 


W.  Jackson,  Asbis't  Sbc*y  of  War,  to  Prbs.  Dickinson, 

1783. 

War-Office,  February  21-«,  1783. 
Sir,  . 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose  to  yon  the  resolve  of  Congress 
which  has  been  consean^nt  on  the  rej^ort  of  the  Gentlemen,  who 
were  appointed  by  your  nonoratle  Council  and  the  Assistant  Secretary' 
at  War,  to  inspect  the  British  supplies  which  have  been  seized  in 
Chester-County.  ' 

I  beg  leave  to  request — if  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  are  of 
opinion  that  any  instruction  from  them  will  facilitate  the  restitution 
of  the  supplies  conformably  to  the  resolve  of  Congress — that  your 
Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  favor  me  with  the  decision  of  Council| 
as  soon  as  may  be  convenient 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  profound  respect, 

Tour  Excellency's 

most  obedient  Servant, 

W.  JACKSON. 
His  Excellency  President  Dickinson. 


Prbs.  op  Congress  to  Pres.  Dickinson,  1783. 

(Cirealar.> 

Philadelphia,  24  Feb.,  1783. 
Sir, 

1  have  the  honor  to  enclose  m  resolution  of  Congress,  founded  on 
reasons  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  United  States.  1  need  not 
add  arguBients  to  enforce  a  meaaore,  which  must  appear,  on  first 
blush,  of  absolute  necessity,  especially  when,  from  the  critical  stat^' 
of  our  Affairs,  all  the  Wisdom  of  the  States  is  required. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

with  great  respect,  Sir 
your  Excellency's  Obed^  and  very  humble  Serv., 

ELIAS  BOUDINOT. 
Hb  Excellency  TIm  President^  to*  of  Penns^. 
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JoHN  Nicholson  to  Pbbs.  Dickikson,  1788. 

Comptr  General's  Offioe, 

Philad%  FeVy  24th,  1783. 
Siff 

I  beg  leave  to  Report,  That  I  have  examined  the  inclosed  Oertifi- 
oates  (5  in  number)  and  find  that  they  have  been  Issued  by  Fred'k 
Antes,  Esqr.,  (appointed  to  porohase  provisions)  to  John  &  Joseph 
Clarke  for  sundries  purchased  and  provided  by  them  for  the  oae  of 
the  Army  to  the  amount  of  thirty  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eighteen  doll'*  Cent*  money,  &  four  hundred  and  fifty  one  and  three' 
ninetieths  of  a  doll'  Stato  money,  for  the  payment  of  which  s*  Clarke 
DOW  applies.  As  it  appears  that  Col*  Antes  mustiiave  his  acoounl 
settled  before  the  sum  due  to  Col*  Clarke  can  be  precisely  ascer- 
tainedi  with  due  submission  I  conceiyo  that  whatever  sum  may  be 
now  paid  to  said  Clarke  should  be  charged  to  his  account  untill  a 
conclusive  settlement  can  be  made,  and  that  in  the  mean  time  these 
Certificates  be  deposited  in  thi9  Office.  The  sum  of  Eighty  poundfl 
specie  must  be  within  the  amount  of  the  debt. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

with  very  great  respect, 

your  Excelb*  Obed'  Serv*, 

JN*  NICHOLSON. 
Directed, 
His  Exceiry,  John  Dickinson;  Esqr.,  Preside 


John  Nicholson  to  Pres.  Dickinson,  1783. 

Compt'  General's  Office, 

Philad*,  Feb'y  25th,  1783. 
Sir, 

I  beg  leave  to  request  That  an  order  may  be  drawn  on  the  Trea- 
surer in  my  favor  for  five  hundred  pounds  State  money,  for  paying 
depreciation  agreeable  to  Act  of  Assembly,  for  wbtch  I  will  account. 
The  sum  I  last  roc*  is  all  disbursed. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  with  respect^ 

your  Excell^  Obed^  Humble  servant, 

JN»  NICHOLSON. 

Directed, 
His  Ezceiry;  the  President  of  Penna.,  present. 
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Pbtition  of  Israel  Doah,  1788.- 

To  tbe  President  and  Members  of  tlie  Bzecutive  Council  of  the  State 

of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Hamble  Petition  .of  Israel  Doan^  of  the  County  of  Backfl| 
Sheweth. 

That  your  Petitioner,  a  Languishing  prisoner  in  Newtown  Ooal| 
has  been  in  Confinement  Ever  since  the  Beginoing  of  August  last, 
and  his  Family  being  in  a  Suffering  Condition^  none  but  women  ana 
Children  at  home  Capable  of  Providing  for  them.  There  has  been 
much  Sickness  in  his  family  since  his  Confinement,  one  of  his 
Daughters  being  subject  to  very  bad  fitts  from  her  Infancy,  and 
himself  often  unwell  in  his  Confinement,  being  a  weakly  person,  and 
pretty  much  in  years,  and  almost  twenty  miles  from  home,  and 
being  in  low  Circumstances  and  very  difficult  for  hb  family  to  sup- 
port him. 

Your  petitioner  therefore  humbly  prays  that  you  would  take  hii 
Distressed  Condition  into  your  Consiaeration  and  Release  him  from 
Confinement  and  forgive  him  the  fine  which  the  Court  has  Sentenced 
him  to  pay,  as  he  is  not  able  to  pay  it^  and  your  Petitioner  shall 
ever  pray. 

ISRAEL  DOAN  * 

When  Sentence  was  passed  upon  me  I  understood  that  my  Im- 
prisonment was  to  be  but  6  months,  but  now  the  Goalor  says  it  is 
6  months  more,  which  I  find  myself  unable  to  go  through,  being 
often  unwell. 
Indorsed^ 

1783,  February  26tli,  Petition  of  Israel  Doan. 

Read  in  Council,  Feb'y  26, 1783. 

Dismissed. 

T.  M. 


Statb  op  TH15  Pennsylvania  Link,  1788. 

Southern  Army.—         Artillery,  .  100 
Serjeants,  62 

Musick,  30 

R.  &  File,  625 

(  Mounted  Dragoons,  817 

(      not  Included. 
Fort  Pitt.—  Artillery,  80 

Serjeants,  20 

R.  &  File,  106  16{( 

f  Artificers  not  Inclu- 

(      ded  in  the  line,  6. 

•  See  CoL  Km.,  Vol.  XIII.,  p.  G14. 
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Lancaster,  York,  \  Serjeants,  47 

Carlisle  &  Heading. —  J  Musick,  SS 

•         R.&File,  550    r.      .     .63& 

f  Mounted  Dragoons 

(     not  Included,  30. 
Philada.—  Including  Serjeants,  &%  200  200 

Total,    180a 
Deduct  4  Comp*  of  ArtiUeir  al  55  men  Each,  220,  220 

Wiuiting  to  compleat  to  the  mil  quota,  10  men  each  Compi',  40. 

1588 
Deduct  1  Troop  Dismounted  Dragoons,  55  men,  55 

WAnting  to  compleat  the  full  quota,  10  men,  \ 

I5a3 

Iliree  Beg**  Infantry,  27  Comn^,  55  Each,  1485' 

Wanting  to  compleat  each  Comp^^,  agreeable  to  Kesolre  of 
Congress,  Oct'  3d,  1780, 10  men;  and  agreeable  to  a  resolve 
of  2I>*  Oct',  1780,-13  men;  but  a  late  Besolve  admiu  500 
men  to  be  Considered  as  a  Beg*. 

Balance  undivided,.    48 

The  following  not  included  in  the  above  Number,  For  which  th^ 

Slate  of  Pennsa.  arc  Intitled  to  Credit — 

General  Hazen's,  150 

General's  Guards,  15 

Deliv'  in  Virginia— Col.  Armand's  LegioBy  15 

Do.  from  the  line — Sappers  &  Miners,  20 

8Ute  Bangers  for  the  War,  120 820 

Fit  for  Service  in  the  Invalid  Corps, 

I  have  taken  the  above  from  the  actual  returns  &  best  Information, 

&  believe  it  to  be  a  very  nigh  state  of  the  Troops  of  the  line  k 

State. 

BICH'  BUTLEB,  Col. 

Sent  to  the  Sec'y  at  War,  March  1,  1783. 

On  the  Copy  of  this  return  the  following  note  was  endorsed  by 
order  of  the  Council,  Viz* : 

That  the  Bangers  above  mentioned  being  State  troops,  ought  not 
to  have  been  returned  as  of  the  line  of  Pennsa.,  Also  That  there  are 
two  hundred  men  not  mentioned  in  the  return,  for  which  the  State 
are  entitled  to  credit — which  Major  Genl.  S*  Clair  will  explain  to 
the  Sec'y  at  War. 

T.  M. 
Indonedf 

Bead  in  Council,  and  Copy  forwarded  to  the  War  Office. 
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Council  to  Capt,  Philip  Shrawdee,  1783. 

In  Gonnoil;  Philadelphia,  March  4th;  1783. 
Oentlemeiii 

As  the  GontineDtal  troops  have  lately  been  withdrawn  from 
WyomiDg,  it  is  by  the  General  Ajraembly  thought  necessary  for  the 
protection  of  the  settlements  against  the  savages  to  replace  the 
Guard  immediately,  with  the  two  Companies  of  rangers  commanded 
by  yon. 

You  will  therefore  each  of  yon  directly  march  with  yonr  respective 
companies  to  that  Fort  and  take  every  proper  measure  for  maintain- 
ing the  post  there,  and  for  protecting  the  settlements. 

We  have  wrote  to  John  Weitalo,  Esquire,  directing  him  to  de- 
liver the  provisions  contracted  for,  at  Wyoming^  instead  of  delivering 
them  at  Fort  Rice,  or  at  Captain  Gray's,  in  Buffaloe  Valley,  as  was 
at  first  intended.  We  would  have  you  to  give  such  assistance  to  M' 
Weiesle  as  may  render  this  alteration  agreeable  to  him. 

As  we  confide  very  much  in  your  prudence.  We  trust  that  yonr 
conduct  will  enforce  our  wishes  on  a  point  of  great  importance.  It 
is  our  earnest  desire  that  the  inhabitants  settled  at  or  near  Wyoming 
shonld  be  in  all  respeots  treated  with  kindness.  This  we  know  to 
be  the  desire  also  of  the  Legislature,  it  being  the  unanimous  sense  of 
both  Branches  of  the  Government^  that  all  diffisrenoes  ahottld  be 
equitably  and  finally  adjusted. 

We  therefore  expect  that  you  will  separately  and  together  employ' 
your  best  exertions  to  prevent  any  injury  being  done  to  the  inhabi- 
tants before  mentioned,  and  even  any  quarrels  being  entered  into 
with  them  by  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  under  your  Command,  and 
that  you  may  convince  them  by  yonr  care  and  attention  to  them  that 
thoy  are  regarded  as  fellow  Citizens,  whose  welfare  and  happiness 
you  sincerely  and  affectionately  desire  to  promote. 
I  am.  Gentlemen, 

your  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 

Council  having  seen  yonr  Letter  to  the  Honourable  Mr.  Van 
Oampen,  approve  your  Intention  of  taking  a  month's  or  six  weeks' 
provision  with  yon. 

We  have  sent  yon  forty  Knapsacks,  nme  Camp  kettles,  three 
wood  axes.  The  other  articles  oonld  not  be  now  sent  We  hope 
the  utmost  Expedition  will  be  used  by  you  fbr  taking  possession  of 
the  Fort  befbre  mentioned. 

On  publick  service. 

Capuin  Philip  Schrawder;  of  the  Banging  Company,  Northamp- 
ton County. 
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Resolution  ov  General  Assemblt,  1783. 

State  of  PennsylvaDia;  In  General  Assembly. 

Wednesday,  March  5, 1788,  A.  M.     ' 

The  Beport  of  the  Ck)mmi4tee  appointed  to  confer  with  the. 
Comptroller  General  on  the  subject  of  his  letter  dated  December  8>, 
1782,  and  also  to  examine  the  Iawb  respecting  the  duties  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council,  was  read  tne  aeoond 
time. 

Whereupon,  the  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  motion, 
postponed  December  4,  1782,  relative  to  the  conduct  of  the  saia 
Secretary,  and  came  to  the  following  resolution. 

Whereas,  it  is  the  indispensable  duty  of  this  House,  to  disconnte- 
nance,  as  far  as  lies  in  their  power,  all  public  defaulters ;  and  it 
appearing  to  this  House  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Supreme  Exeon* 
tive  Council  hath  neglected  to  keep  accounts  of  money  received  by 
him  on  behalf  of  the  public,  and  also  to  pay  the  same  into  the 
treasury,  according  to  Law. 

Resolved  unanimously,  that  the  said  Secretary  is  unworthy  of 
public  trust  or  confidence. 

Extract  from  the  minutes, 

PETER  Z.  LLOYD, 

Clerk  of  the  General  Assembly.* 


Memorial  of  Andrew  Long,  1783. 

His  Excellency  the  President  and  the  Hon'ble  Councill  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Memorial  of  Andrew  Long  Humbly  sheweth.  That  he  Peti* 
tioned  the  House  of  Assembly  on  the  Twelfth  of  September  One 
thousand  seven  Hundred  &  Eighty  that  said  Petition  was  referred 
to  the  Honorable  Council  the  Sixteenth  day  of  said  Month,  that  y 
memorialist  never  received  any  Resolution  of  Councill  upon  it. 

He  humbly  requests  your  Honorable  Board  will  take  the  Premi- 

*  See  Col.  Reo.,  Vol  XIII.,  p.  537,  588,  589. 
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8es  under  their  coDsideratioo  and  allow  him  such  oompensation  as 
they  shall  thiok  Just  and  Lawfull. 

Yoar  Memorialist  as  in  Duty  bound  will  &c.y  &c. 

AiNDREW  LONG  * 
5th  March,  1783. 

Indotiedf 

Read  in  Council  the  6th  March,  1783.  Ordered  that  the  same 
be  referred  to  the  Comptroller  General,  to  examine  the  settlement  of- 
the  Meraoralist  account  &  compare  the  same  with  the  laws  under 
which  he  acted,  and  report, 

James  Trimble  for  T'y  Matlack,  Secy. 

After  June  9th  this  was  handed  to  this  office  to  lie.         T.  M. 


The  within  was  deferred  nntill  Mr.  Long  could  be  Conferred  with, . 
he  has  been  at  the  office,  and  I  have  shown  him  that  the  Accounts 
of  the  other  officers  Appointed  under  that  act,  have  been  settled  upon 
the  same  principle,  whereupon  he  Acquiesced  in  the  former  settle- 
ment altho  he  conceived  the  compensatton  for  his  services  to  be 
Inadequate. 

JOHN  NICHOLSON. 
Gompt'  Generals  OfficCi 
May  13th  1783. 


Pbbb.  Dickinson  to  Delegates  in  CoNaRESS,  1783. 

In  Council, 

P«,  March  6th,  1783. 
Gentlemen, 

We  have  lately  had  opportunities  of  being  particularly  informed' 
of  the  deplorable  condition  of  Ameriean  Marine  Prisoners  in  the. 
Prison  &  Hospital  Ships  at  New  York.  They  are  perishing  daily, 
from  the  cruel  Treatment  they  receive;  tho'  many  lives  might  be 
saved,  if  some  proper  provision  could  be  made  for  them  by  their 
Country.  This  has  been  the  case  with  Respect  to  the  Marine 
Prisoners  of  this  State,  we  being  fully  assured  upon  undoubted 
Intelligence,  that  most  of  them  have  been  saved  by  some  supplies 
we  sent  them  at  the  Beginning  of  the  winter. 

Humanity  induces  us  to  write  to  you  on  this  subject,  and  we 
desire  that  you  may  immediately  communicate  the  Contenti  of  this 
Letter  to  Congress^  that  such  measures  may  be  adopted,  as  that 
Honorable  Body  shall  judge  expedient. 

I  am  Gentlemen  ftc*, 

J.  D. 
.  «  See  CkO.  Bee.,  VoL  Xm.,  p.  624. 
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Petition  of  Joseph  Robots,  1788. 

To  tbe  Honorable  the  President  &  Executive  Coanoil  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania. 

The  petition  of  Joseph  Roberts,  of  the  Township  of  Hontgomerj, 
ia  the  Ciounty  of  Pbiladelphiai  Cordwainer-^ 

Hnmblj  Sheweth, 

'  That  jour  petitioner  by  a  late  prosecution  in  the  Court  of  Oyer  & 
Terminer,  has  been  adjudged  to  the  payment  of  a  Fine  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  Pounds,  for  giving  some  Directions  concerning  their 
Road  to  a  few  Travellers  asking  for  them  at  his  Door. 

That  the  said  Travellers  were  absolute  Strangers  to  your  petitioner| 
&  neither  from  their  habit  or  discourse  gave  him  any  reason  to  sus- 
pect they  were  British  Soldiers. 

That  your  jtotitioner  is  but  a  young  Man,  &  except  his  Trade  and 
Industry,  has  little  else  in  the  World  to  support  a  Wife  and  five 
Ohildren,  who  must,  with  himself,  be  reduced  to  great  distress,  if 
not  ruin,  should  the  above  Sum  be  rigorously  exacted  from  him. 

That  your  petitioner  humbly  prays,  that  the  President  and  this 
honorable  Board,  in  consideration  of  the  hardship  of  his  Case,  and 
that  he  has  not  been  a  wilful  Offender  against  the  Law,  will  be 
pleased  to  grant  him  such  relief  in  the  premiseS|  as  you  in  your  Wis- 
dom may  judge  proper. 


JOSEPH  ROBERTS.* 


Montgomery,  March  7%  1788. 


We,  the  Subscribers,  from  good  information  and  our  own  know- 
ledge of  the  petitioner,  Joseph  Roberts,  hereby  Certify,  that  he  is  a 
SoW,  Industrious  young  Man,  of  good  Character ;  and  as  we  have 
no  doubt  of  the  Truth  contained  in  the  annexed  Petition,'  We  do 
freely  join  in  the  prayer  thereof. 


Cha-  Moore,  M.  D., 
Hez.  WiHiamSj 
Mord*  Moore, 
£van  Jones, 
John  Evans, 
George  Maris, 
W-  McClean, 
Robert  Loller, 
Seth  Quce, 
Arc*  McClean, 
Tho-  Franklin, 


Geo.  Meade, 
Rich*  Dennis, 
Jos.  Bullock, 
Edw*  Milner, 
W"  Hollinshead, 
Tho-  Tillyer, 
And'^  Epple, 
Will.  Fisher,  jun% 
James  Carter, 
Leeson  Simmons, 


*  See  Col.  Beo.,  Vol,  Xm.,  pp.  611,  685,  and  p.  746  of  this  YoL 


PENNSTLYANIA  ABGHIYBS  1788.  765 

From  the  representatioii  given  us,  &  a  Knowledge  of  Sundry  Oen- 
ilemen  in  his  Neighbonrhocd  who  have  sign'd  above/we  are  induced 
to  Join  in  the  above  request 

Cha*  Masseyi  Peter  Thomsoni 

Kobert  Paul,  John  WhartoUi 

Thomas  Moore,  Nath^  Falconeri 

John  Bayard,  Edward  Bartholomew. 
Clement  Biddle^ 

I  am  informed  from  credible  authority,  that  Joseph  Roberts,  pre- 
vious to  the  offence  for  which  he  is  convicted,  sustained  the  character 
of  a  sober,  industrious  &  peaceable  citizen,  no  ways  inimical  to  the 
Liberties  of  America :  &  as  he  !§  in  circumstance  far  from  affluents 
&  has  a  large  and  growing  famity,  I  conceive  that  the  interests  of 
Justice  do  not  require  a  severe  exaction  of  the  fine,  &  therefore  I 
would  recommend  him  to  the  indulgence  of  his  Excellency  the  presi- 
dent &  the  Honorable  the  Supreme  Executive  Council. 

WM.  BRADFORD,  Junr. 

Philad%  March  10^,  1788. 

From  my  researohes  into  the  estate  &  Character  of  Joseph  Roberts 
I  believe  he  is  in  but  slender  eiroamstances,  being  a  eorawainer  by 
trade,  and  having  a  wife  and  Bre  fmall  children  to  maintain  by  his 
industry ;  that  he  has  heretofore  supported  the  character  of  a  quiet 
&  inoffensive  man ;  and  that  he  has  but  little  knowledge  of  publie 
affairs,  and  is  but  a  very  weak  Politician.  Upon  the  whole,  I  oon- 
ceive  him  an  object  of  tendemessi  and  that  he  merits  the  indulgence 
of  Government,  and  therefore  beg  leave  to  recommend  him  to  the 
favor  of  His  Excellency  the  President  and  the  Honorable  Council. 

THO.  M'KEAN. 
Philadelphia,  March  17}  1788. 


The   Estimates   op   the   Damages   in   Northampton 
County,  1783. 

The  Estimates  of  tha  Damages  sustained  by  the  Inhabitants  of 
the  Several  Townships  on  the  Frontiers  in  Northampton  County,  of 
the  Common  Wealth  of  Pennsilvaniai  from  the  Tr<M>ps  and  Adhe- 
rents of  Great  Britain  during  the  present  War,  according  to  the  Act 
of  Oeneral  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsilvania,  passed 
the  21st  day  of  September,  1782. 
Vol.  IX.— 83 


768 


PENNSTLTANIA  AKOBIVBS  17te: 


Names,  date  and  Year. 


George  Learner,  In   the 
Year  1780,  July  3d. 


Jacob     Brinker,     1781, 
July  3d. 

Jacob  Marewine,  1781, 
July  3d. 

John  licamerj  1781,  July 
3d. 

Ilenry     Savage,     1779, 
June  5tb. 

Nicodemns  Travis,  May 
29,  1782- 

liaia8Utt,May28«U782. 


John  Shaw,  formerly  in 
Delaware  Township,  at 
Bhaholab,  1778. 

John  Keisscr,  within  the 

Time  from  1775   and 

T782. 
William    S  r''is,    within 

the   Time  from   1775 

and  1782. 
John  Myers,  within  do. 


Conrad  Uaag,  within  do. 

Christian  Sorber,  within 
1775  and  1782. 

Frederick  Serfas,  within 
do        do 


Townsbips. 


Kfitimatea. 


Hamilton. 

The  wbole  Amount  of 
Damages  done  by  the 
Enemy  according  to  the 
Acc».  No.  1. 

The    whole   Amount  of 
the  Damages  by  the  Enemy. 
No.  2. 

The  whole  Amount  of 
the  Damages,  &c.,  dona  by 
the  Enfmy.  No.  3. 

The  whole  Amount  of  the 
Damages,  &o.,  done  by  the 
Enemy.  No.  4. 

The  whole  Amount  of  the 
Damages,  &c.,  done  by  the 
Enemy.  No.  5. 

The  whole  Amount  of  the 
Damages,  &c.,  done  by  the 
Enemy.  No.  6. 

The  whole  Amount  of  the 
Damages,  &c.,  done  by  the 
Enemy.  No.  7. 

The  whole  Amount  of  all 

the  Damages,  &c.,  done  by 

the  Enemy.  No.  8. 

Chbsnuthill. 

The  whole  Amount  of  the 
Damages,  &c.,  done  by  the 
Enemy.  No.  9. 

The  whole  Amount  of  the 
Damages,  &c.,  done  by  the 
Enemy.  No.  10. 

The  whole  Amount  of  the 
Damages,  &c.,  done  by  the 
Enemy.  No.  11. 

The  whole  Amount  of  the 
Damages,  &c.       No.  12. 

The  whole  Amount  of 
the  Damages  &c.  done  by 
the  Enemy.         No.  13. 

The  whole  Amount  of 
tlie  Damages  &c.  done  by 
the  Enemy.  No.  14. 


8b. 
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Names,  date  and  YesLVk 


Townehipa, 


Estimates. 


Qeorge   Kttokle,   withiD 
1775  aud  1782. 

Conrad    B^cker^    wilhin 
do        do 

Philip  Croeaie,  1780|  do 


Benedict  Soydefj  1780^ 
April  7th, 


Williini     Wall, 
JaD>  12. 


1777: 


Betijaiuin  Gilbert,  1780, 
April  25th, 

Samuel  Dotson, 
1780,  4pril  25. 

BeDJamm    Bird,    ITSO^ 
April  25. 

George    Sbellbamiaer, 

1780,  AprilUS. 

Nicholas    Wehr,    1780, 
April  25. 

Henry  Siraersoo, 

1781,  Septa  L 

Jeaae  ThomaSj 
1781,  Sepr  ll'^ 

Philip  Slicker, 
1781,  Sept'  11« 

T7ilUatn  Wftll, 
1781,  Sapt^l'^ 

Thomaa  Gahle, 
17SI,  Sept'U. 


The  whole  Amount  of 
the  Damage  kc-  done  hy 
the  Enemy,  No.  16. 

The  whole  Amount  of 
the  Damages  &c.  done  bj 
the  Enemy.         No.  16. 

The  whole  Amount  of 
the  Damages  &c.  done  bj 
the  Enemj.  No.  17. 

TowAioiKsmo.         1 

The  whole  Amount  of 
the  Damagea  &o.  done  hjr 
(hi  Eiieiiij  No,  18. 

The  whole  Amount  of 
the  Damages  kc.  done  bj 
the  Enemy.  No.  19. 

The  whole  Amount  of 
the  Damaged  &e*  done  by 
the  Enemy.         No.  20* 

The  whole  Amoutit  of 
the  Damages  &c.  done  by 
the  Enemy.  No.  2L     | 

The  whole  Amouot  of 
the  Damages,  &e.  done  hy 
the  Enemy.     No.  22. 

The  whole  Amount  of 
the  Damagea,  Jbc.  done  by 
the  Enemy.     No.  23. 

The  whole  amount  qI 
ibe  Damaget,  &c,  done  by 
the  Enemy.     No  24. 

The  whole  smount  of  the 
damage?^  &o.j  done  by  the 
Eoemy.  No.  25.         | 

The  whole  Amount  of  the 
flam  ages  J  Ac,  done  by  the! 
Kneroy.  No.  26.     ] 

The  whole  Amount  of  the 
damagei,  A^e.,  done  by  the 
Enemy.  No.  27. 

The  whole  Amount  of  the 
(lamagea,  &c.,  done  by  th? 
Enemy.  No.  28. 

The  whole  Amountofth 
damages,  &c.,  done  by  thjel  \      \ 

Enemy,  »o<^%.    \      T^\\^^ 
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Nftmes,  Date  and    YeAr, 


Barbara  Dreas'flj  widow, 
withiD  1781^  Sept' II. 

Jacob  Housseri 
do.       do. 

Daniel  Ero, 
do-       do. 

Georgo  Sbdlhamef| 
do.       do- 

Georgtt  Sbellbamerj  juii% 
do.       do. 

Bebaalian  Longberger, 

da.       do. 
WUIiam  Mjer, 
do.       do. 


John  EaimonB, 
do.       do. 

David  VanaukeOi 
do.       do. 

George  Salladji 
do.       do. 


Cornelius  Dewitt, 
within  1775  and  1782. 

Elijah  Middagh. 
do.       do. 

Simeon  Westfal, 
do.       do. 

Joseph  ShawcrSi 
do.       do. 


Toffosbips. 


Esttmatea. 


Tbe  whole  AraomB  t  of  the 
damages,  41co.,  done  bj  the 
Enemy.  No.  30. 

The  whole  Amount  of  the 
damages,  &c,,  done  bj  the 
Enemj.  No.  31. 

The  wbote  Amonntof  the 
damages^  &c. ,  done  by  the 
Enemy.  No.  32. 

The  whole  Ainouut  of  the 
diimagca  done  by  the  Eae- 
my.  No.  33. 

The  whol«  Amount  of  the 
damages  done  by  the  Ene- 
my. No.  34. 

The  wbote  Amount  of  the 
damages  done  by  the  Ene 
my.  No.  35* 

The  whole  Amount  of  the 
Damages  done  by  the  Ene^ 
mj.  No,  36. 

Lower  Smithfizld. 

The  whole  Amount  of  the 
Damages  done  by  the  Ene- 
my. No.  37. 

The  whole  Amount  of  the 
damages  done  by  the  Ene- 
my. No.  38. 

The  whole  Amountof  the 
damages  done  by  the  Ene- 
my. No-  39. 

Uppsr  Smithfield. 

The  whole  Amount  of  the 
damages  done  by  the  Ene 
my;  No.  40. 

The  whole  Amount  of  the 
damages  done  by  the  Eno- 
my.  No.  41. 

The  whole  Amount  of  all 
the  Damages,  &o.,  done  by 
Enemy.  No.  42. 

The  whole  Amount  of  the 
damages  done  by  the  Ene- 
my. No.  43. 


£ 

9h. 

25 

10 

1 

10 

1 

15 

5 

5 

5 

S2 

223 

9 

359 

17 

SO 

29 

9 

147 

17 

66 

15 
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NAai60,  Date  and  Year. 


Joseph   Cole,  within 
1775  &  1782» 

Joseph  Ridder^ 
do.       do^ 

Zachariah  Shenkins^ 
do.       do. 

James  Vanaoken  Esq', 

do.       do. 

«^ 
Henry  FeteraoUi 

do.       do. 

Abraham  Decker, 
do.       do. 

James  Shimers, 
do.       do. 

Lewis  Meid| 
do.       do. 

William  MoCartj, 
do.       do. 

John  McCariy^ 
do.       do. 

John  ConkliD; 
do.        do.         ^ 

Israel    Wells,    within 
do.       do. 


Peter  Quick, 
do.         do. 


do. 


Morgan  Deshay, 

do.         do.  do. 

George    Hcatter  of 

do.         do.  do. 

William  Halbert, 

do.         do.  do. 


Townships. 


Estimates.- 


The  whole  Amount  of  the 
damages  done  by  the  Ene- 
my. No.  44. 

The  whole  Amount  of  the 
damages  done  by  the  Ene* 
my.  No.  45. 

The  whole  Amount  of  the 
Damages  done  by  the  Ene 
my.  No.  46. 

The  whole  Amount  of 
the  damages  done  by  the 
Enemy.  No.  47. 

The  whole  Amount  of 
the  damages  done  by  the 
Enemy.  No.  48. 

The  whole  Amount  of 
the  damages  done  by  the 
Enemy.  No.  49. 

The  whole  Amount  of 
the  damages  done  by  the 
Enemy.  No.  50. 

The  whole  AiQount  of 
the  Damages  done  by  the 
Enemy.  No.  51. 

The  whole    Amount  of 
the  damages  done  by  the 
Enemy.  No.  52. 

The  whole  Amount  of 
the  damages  done  by  the 
Enemy.  No.  53. 

The  whole  Amount  of 
the  damages  done  by  the 
Enemy.  No.  54. 

The  whole  Amount  of 
the  Damages  done  by  the 
Enemy.     No.  55. 

The  whole  Amount  of 
the  Damages  done  by  the 
Enemy.     No.  56. 

The  whole  Amount  *of 
the  Damages  done  by  the 
Enemy.     No.  57. 

The  whole  Amount  of 
the  Damages  done  by  the 
Enemy.    No.  58.         ^ 

The  whole  Amount  ofl 
the  Dan&ligea  AoiiQ  \>^  \^« 
Enemy.    No.  59. 


166 


100 


10 


350 


60 


10 


10 


18 


300 


50 


8h. 
15 


10 


40 


650 


100 


\ 


ViS  "sw 
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NameBy  Date  aod    Year. 


Eskioalea. 


TowDships. 


James  RoseDcrans  Oster* 
houd,  within  1775  and 
1782. 

Ephraim  Fcrgoaoii, 
do.  do.        do. 

Thomas  Quick^ 
do.         do.        do. 

BenjamiD  Hains, 
do.         do.        do. 

James  Wells, 

do.         do.        do. 

BeDJamiQ  Cartrigfat| 
do.         do.        do. 

JToho  EmmonS| 
do.         do.        do. 

John  Tajlor, 

do.         do.        do. 

Elias  Decker, 

do.         do.        do. 

Cornelias  Decker, 
do.  do.        do. 

John  Rosencrans, 
do.         do.  *       do. 

Andrew  Dingman,  within 
1775  and  1782. 

Samuel  Decker,  do ,  do. 


John  Yanctten,  do.,  do. 


Theohald   Koons,  1780, 
Bcptr.  11th. 


The  whole  Amount  of 
the  Damages  done  bj  the 
Enemy.     No.  60. 

The  whole  Amount  of 
the  Damages  done  bj  the 
Enemy.     No.  61. 

The  whole  Amount  of 
the  Damages  done  by  the 
Enemy.     No.  62. 

The  whole  Amount  of 
the  Damages  done  by  the 
Enemy.     No.  63. 

The  whole  Amount  of 
the  Damages  done  by  the 
Enemy.     No.  64. 

The  whole  Amount  of 
the  Damages  done  by  the 
Enemy.     No.  65. 

The  whole  Amount  of 
the  Damages  done  by  the 
Enemy.     No.  66. 

The  whole  Amount  9f 
the  Damages  done  by  the 
Enemy.     No.  67. 

The  whole  Amount  of 
the  Damages  done  by  the 
Enemy.     No.  68. 

The  whole  Amount  of 
the  Damages  done  by  the 
Enemy.     No.  69. 

The  whole  Amount  of 
the  Damages  done^  the 
Enemy.     No.  70. 

The  whole  Amount  of 
the  damages  done  by  the 
Enemy.  No.  71. 

The  whole  Amount  of 
the  damages  done  by  the 
Enemy.  No.  72. 

The   whole   Amount   of 

the  damages  done  by  the 

Enemy.  No.  73. 

Lynn. 

The  whole  Amount  of 
the  damages  done  by  the 
Enemy.  No.  74. 


£. 

Sh. 

15 

45 

27 

3 

59 

10 

350 

85 

223 

2 

22 

12 

\-.' 

10 

150 

50 

9 

10 

10 
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Names,  Date  aod   Year. 

Townships. 

Estimates. 

George  Ruprecht;  1778; 
iQ  April. 

Tbe  whole  Amount  of 
the  damages  done  by  the 
Enemy.               No.  76. 

The  whole  Content*  of 
all  the  Damages  done  by 
the  Enemy  of  the  aforesaid 

£ 

8 

8h. 

d. 

Townships  aforesaid. 

6996 

4 

7 

We  the  Commissioners  Subscribed  in  and  for  the  County  of 
Northampton^  Do  hereby  Certify  that  the  foregoing  Accounts  of 
Damages  &o,  of  the  Several  Inhabitants  on  the  Frontiers  of  the 
Several  Townships  aforesaid.  We  have  found  by  certain  Approves 
of  their  Neighbours,  their  Oaths  and  Affirmations,  to  be  just  and 
true  Accounts  according  to  the  Act  of  General  Assembly  passed  the 
21st  day  of  Sepf,  1782 — ^Which  said  Accounts  have  been  delivered 
to  Us  by  the  Several  Township  Assessors,  and  Examined  the  Same 
to  the  best  of  our  Skill  and  Understanding.  Witness  our  hands  at 
Easton,  the  1st  day  of  March,  1783.  '         HENRY  BARNET. 

HENRY  LAWALL. 
— - —         PETER  TREXLER. 

HuQH  SooTT,  &c.,  TO  Pre3.  Dickinson,  1783. 

To  His  Excellency  in  Council  Of  tbe  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania 
Wherein,  the  General  Assembly,  in  their  Act  of  the  28*^  of  March 
1781,  did  nominate  and  Direct  James  Edger,  Hugh  Scott,  Van 
Swearingen  Daniel  Leet  &  John  Armstrong,  or  any  three  of  them, 
to  take  up  or  purchase  a  piece  of  Land  in  some  convenient  place  in 
the  County  of  Washington,  and  thereon  to  Erect  and  Build  a  Court 
HcYuseand  Prison. — In  Compliance  with  said  Act,  and  Obedience  to  a 
Subsequent  Order  of  Council  of  the  26»»'  of  Nov%  1782.  We,  Hugh 
Scott,  Van  Swearinger,  Daniel  Leet  &  John  Armstrong,  have  taken 
Assurance  of  a  Lott  of  Ground  in  the  Centre  of  the  Town  of  Wash- 
ington, David  Hoge,  Proprietor  of  said  Town,  and  is  found  by  the 
most  Accurate  Map  to  be  within  a  Single  Mile  of  the  Centre  of  said 
County  to  us  and  our  Heirs,  Agreeable  to  the  Affores*  I^nw. 

And  do  Humbly  recommend  the  Same  for  the  Approbation  of 
your  Excellency  &  Council  as  a  place  the  most  Central,  and  Best 
Suited  to  the  Inhabitants  of  Said  County. 

We  have  the  Honor  to  be,  wj^h  the  Greatest  Esteem, 

your  Excely's  Most  Obedient  Humb.  Serr*, 
HUGH  SCOTT,  DANIEL  LEET, 

VAN  SWEARINGEN,  JN«»  ARMSTRONG.* 

iAtforte^,— Read  in  Council  the  14th  of  March,  1783,  and  accepted. 

T.  MATLACK,  Sec'y.] 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Trustees  of  WMhington  County,  Jan  11%  1783. 
*  See  CoL  Beo.,  YoL  XUI.,  p.  ^\. 
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Indian  Soal:^. 

There  is  dae  to  Aleitnder  Wrigbt,  and  William  Minqf,  eaoh|  the 
Sam  of  twelve  poands,  ten  ahillings,  specie,  amountiDg  to  twenty- 
five  pounds,  agreeable  to  a  proclamation  of  Council;  for  two  Indian 
Bcalps  taken  per  the  within  Certificates.* 

Compt'  Geneial's  Office;  March  2I«S  1783. 

Alexander  McClean  to  Prbs.  DickinsoN;  1783. 
Sir,  Philadelphia,  March  13%  1783. 

Enclosed  is  an  Account  of  ezpences,  in  Addition  to  the  Bill  I  laid 
before  you.  I  take  the  liberty  to  inform  you,  that  I  was  under  the 
Necessity  of  defraying  or  assuming  the  Ezpence  herein  set  forth,  to 
prevent  the  business  ^ing  intirely  frustrated ;  as  the  Militia  expected 
from  this  State  could  not  be  drawn  out  in  time  to  answer  the  pur- 
pose ;  &  the  Virginia  Troops  being  on  the  spot,  We  concluded  to 
proceed  with  the  Guard  we  wore  then  possessed  of;  And  as  Coll* 
Hays  could  not  possibly  overtake  us,  I  kept  the  Troops  from  Yir- 

finia  until  their  provisions  were  expended,  &  then  discharged  all  that 
could  spare,  giving  them  an  Order  to  draw  provisions  at  Beesons 
Town  for  their  return  home,  which  appeared  reasonable  to  mC;  as 
they  were  detained  longer  than  was  necessary  to  supply  the  deficiency 
of  our  guard.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  such  expence  as  we  may  have 
charged  on  their  ace*,  will  be  allowed,  as  it  saved  this  State  a  very 
considerable  expence,  besides  furthering  the  business;  which  must 
have  been  delayed  nntil  the  Guard  had  arrived. — ^I  was  not  so  par- 
ticular as  to  take  Touchers  for  the  accounts  now  laid  before  yov, 
which,  if  doubted,  must  remain  unsettled ;  Notwithstanding,  I  have 
paid  all  but  the  Chain-bearer,  and  must  pay  him  at  my  Return;  And 
as  the  close  of  the  Sessions  is  drawing  nigh,  I  would  be  happy  in 
having  my  accounts  settled  as  soon  as  possible,  having  an  immediate 
necessity  for  it. 

Golh  Hays  will  be  able  to  give  Council  such  further  information 
as  may  be  necessary ;  as  also  to  shew  to  Council  the  expence  that 
has  attended  it ;  &  as  the  expences  charged  in  his  accounts  against 
yirgioia  are  very  trifling,  I  Request  they  may  be  discharged  by  this 
State ;  for,  in  Justice,  I  think  they  ought  to  be,  as.  they  certaioly 
saved  this  State  of  an  expence,  which  most  at  least  have  been  double 
-Viz. :  that  of  drawing  out  the  Militia  and  supporting  them 
when  there. — As  to  my  own  wages,  having  met  with  divers  disap- 
pointments, I  rest  in  the  breast  of  Council,  and  only  charge  the  days 
in  actual  Service. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  Regard^  your  most  Obedient  and  very  Humble  Serv^i 

ALEXANDER  M'CLKAN. 

N.   B. — ^The  Money  Credited  in  my  former  ace**'  I  settle  with 
Coll*  Hays. 
Directed,    John  Dickinson,  Esq%  President. 

•  See  OoL  Bm.,  VoL  XIL,  p.  68a. 
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Aetir^,   sloop,  Arnold,  Ac,    chirged 

'  with  eoncern  in,  10,  33. 

Adams,  John,  minister^to  Holland  589 ; 
adrlses  of  acknowledgement  of  inde- 
pendence by  Holland,  033. 

Adiniralty,  Board  of,  95,  101,  100. 
-  Court  fbes  reo'd,  565,  567,  030,  072. 

Agneir,  John,  135. 

Alexander,  Hi^or,  109. 

Allen,  Foil,  Capt.  Shrawder  learing, 
649. 

Amaion,  ship,  telinre  of  British  goods 
on,  742,  756. 

Anderson,  Thomas,  retnm  of  prorisions 

\   to  3d  Pennslvania  regiment,  175. 

Andrews,  Rev.  Robert,  appointed  by 
Ya.,  to  ran  line,  78. 

Antes,  Wm.,  331,  758. 

Antil,  Col.,  476. 

Appointment  of  offieers,  27. 

Arbnthnoty  Cant  Alexander,  merohaa- 
diie  seised,  574. 

Arms,  26,  81,  94;  192,  200,  850,  891, 
393,  416,  465. 

Armstronjr*  John,  jr.,  asks  to  l>e  teere- 
tary  of  Council,  050. 

Army,  American,  71,  73,  77,  84,  120, 
129,  136,  139,151,  301,387,  393,  430, 
513,  514,  586;  for  the  south,  109. 

Army,  British,  71,  10^  210,  301,  345, 
347,  393,  422,  430,  436,  437. 

Amdt,  John,  Letter,  53,  109,  135,  175. 

Arnold,  Qeneral  Benedict,  a  suspected 
messenger  to,  from  N.  Yoric,  20,  24 ; 
Mons.  Holker  charged  with  connec- 
tion with,  10,  33,  178;  letter,  808; 
bums  New  London,  404« 

Artificers,  regiment  of,  under  Colonel 
Baldwin,  memorial  of,  105;  Capt 
Wylies'  return  of,  665. 

ArtiUery,  returns  of  those  paid,  80,  55, 
74,  123,  141,  207;  Penna.  regiment 
of  oflUcers'  petition — confederation — 
168;  Col.  Carrington,  207. 

Alshnian,    Oeorge,  respecting   attaokt 

*   and  murders  by  Indians,  162,  202. 

AtsMibly,  letters  to  Mid  from,  5, 18,  51, 


61,  183,  lOV,  209,  221,  232,  241,  248 
412,  425,  i47,  459,  461, 403,  467,  501, 
509,  510,  518,  620,  664.  Resolations, 
4.  5,  II,  22,  62.  66,  68,  69,  606,  666, 
754,762.  Committee  of,  14, 22, 62, 41 6| 
615;  recommends  settlement  of  Con- 
necticut question,  4;  letter  to  oa 
conTention  prleonen,  6,  11,  197; 
president's  statement  of  affairs,  219  j. 
on  state  of  militia,  221,  232;  on 
money  matters,  241,248;  loans,  248; 
ooUeotion  of  fines,  415;  infraction! 
of  laws  of  nations,  462,  464 ;  troops 
for  federal  army,  467;  boundary  line, 
506;  Connecticut  claim,  610;  opera- 
tions of  army,  513;  fees,  515;  sup- 
plies, 620;  to  enploy  person  to  eol- 
lect  information  respecting  frontierii 
666. 

Atlee,  CoL  William,  8 ;  falls  from  hit 
horse,  170;  prisoners  and  troops,  203, 
335,  847 ;  guards,  212 ;  robbery,  596, 

Attainder,  legal  eridonce  of,  656. 

Auditors,  letters  to  and  from,  11,  12, 
13,  17, 18,  29,  30,  47,  67, 104. 


Bache,  Richard,  signer  of  bills  of  credit, 

185. 
Bailey,  James,  wagons,  160 :  prisoners, 

204,210,212,231. 
Baker,  Hilars,  Jr..  forfeited  estates,  195. 
Baldwin,  Col.,  commands  regiment  of 

artificers,  memorial,  105. 
Balliot,  CoL  Stephen,  supplies,  649,  744. 
Bamper,  Mr.,  suspicions  against  him 

as  a  messenger  to  Arnold,  20,  24. 
Bank  of  North  America,  resolutions  of 

Congress  respecting    establishment, 

173,  471,  477,  496;  charter,  471. 
Barclay,  Thomas,  on^Dutch  loans,  568. 
Barney,  Capt  Joshna,  captures  in  the 

Delaware,  ship  Gent  Monk,  in  the 

Hyder  Ally,  aftmr  a  brilliant  action, 

531,  532. 
Barracks,  Philada.,  826,  426. 
Barras,  Mons.  de,  eommaadtrof  hOBeb 
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fquadron  at  Newport,  353,  354,  237. 
Burton,  Job,  oolleotor,  Buckf  County, 

robbed,  459. 
Bantoher,  Samael,  127,  153. 
Beatty,  John,  125. 
Bedford  Co.,  military  dirUion  of,  149; 

murders  by  Indians,  152,  192,  202; 

distresses  of,  234,  236;  militia,  410, 

614,539;  position,  467;  distress  from 

Indians,  619,  628. 
Bedford,    Gunning,  commissioner    of 

Taxes,  140. 
Bedwell,  Thomas,  601. 
Berks    Co.,  James   Read,   register  of 
'  court   of    Admiralty  —  appointed  — 

death  of  Andrew  Robinson,  register, 

191 ;  proprietary  land,  281,  237;  pris- 
•  oners,  234 ;  shot  and  shells  from,  432. 
BIddle,  Clement,  129. 
Btgbam,  Lieut.  148,  207,  256,  285. 
Btllingsport,  Wm.   Hamell  in   charge 

of,  330 ,  Wm.  Smith  sUtioned  at,  544. 
Bbbop,     Rer.    Nathaniel,    Mornyian 

Treacher  at  Bethlehem,  murders  at 
luskingum,  523. 
BUine,  CoL  Bphralm,  54,  78,  98,  121, 

143. 
Blair,  Rer.  Bamuel,  chaplain  in  army, 

asks  for  his  own  serrant.  111. 
Blakiston,    Presley,    commissioner    of 

Taxes,  140. 
Block  house,  built  by  CoL  Lochry,  80. 
Board  of  Admiralty  95,  100. 
Board  of  War.  letters  to  and  fh>m,  8,  7, 
14,  19,  28,  24,  26,  81,  53,  57,  58,  93, 
96.  103.  111.  124,  150,  167.  186.  187, 
198,  206,  290.  291,  391,  536;  commit- 
tees  of  conference,  23. 
Boundary  lines  between   Peikna^   and 
Va.,  28,  78.  189;   commissioners   of 
Va.„  78.  160,  233.  234,  301,  303,  315, 
375,402.  439.  506.  518,  533,  549,  562, 
566,  585,  607,  772. 
Bounties  and  gratuities  to  soldiers,  Ac, 

'  18.69.75,80,  114,  118,  174. 

Boyd,    Capt.   ranging  company,   543; 

Boys,  Capt.  Nathan,  orders  for  Capt. 

Roach  to  return,  175;  ordnance,  416. 

Bradford  and  Hall,  author  of"  Detector," 

266. 
Bradford,  CoL  Thomas,  338,  380. 
Bradford,  Wm.,  jun..  Att'y  Oen'l,  letters, 
199,  266,  272.  407,  408,  515,  553,  656, 
659, 676, 731 ;  opinions  on  prize  flour, 
407,408,690;  fees,  515;  oityloU,  553; 
on  Moloswortb's  estate,  659/;  on  Con- 
necticut  trial,  576,  695 ;  opinion  on 
British  goods  seised  in  Chester  Co., 
731;  Wilcox's  salt  and  city  lots,  750. 
Brady,    Captain,    oxpeditiou    against 

Indians,  39. 
Brockenridge,    Hugh    M.,  deposition, 
672;  answer  tOy  661. 


Bright,  Doct,  575. 

British,  charged  with  using  papers  of 
vessels  taken.  151 ;  plot  of  prisoners 
to  escape  discovered,  1^;  goods  per 
ship  Amazon  seised,  742;  756;  dama- 
ges sustained  in  Northampton  Co., 
from  the,  765;  British  goods  seized 
in  Chester  Co.,  731 — and  opinion 
respecting.  731 ;  in  ship  Amazon,  742, 

•  756;  seizure  of,  475,  476,  479,  742, 
756,  757. 

British  prison  ships  described,  757. 
763;  prisoners  of  war,  515.  [See 
prisoners.] 

Brodhead,  CoL  Dnnlel,  letters  to  and 
from,  89, 51, 57,  75,  98,  148,  307,  365, 
379,  405.  On  Campaign,  ag%  BeU 
Indians,  Ae.,  97, 161.  Successes,  161., 

Brooke,  John,  Comm'rs  of  Taxes,  140. 

Brown,  John,  Collector,  Chester  Co., 
robbed,  459. 

Brown,  Wm.,  of  Cumberland  Co.,  Peti« 
lion,  respecting  Indians,  622,  629. 
Letter  to,  641. 

Bryan,  V.  P.,  Counterfeit  ooin,  279,  28S, 
299,  305,  309,  384.  Krror,  in  a  law^ 
422.     Pardon,  634. 

Buchanan,  CoL  Arthur,  Indian  murders^ 
192. 

Bucks  Co.,  Auditors,  11,  13,  17,  29,  36, 
47.  Sales  of  forfeited  Bstates  in.  105. 
Commissioner,  ill  treated,  199.  Troops 
at  Newtuwn,  278.  Troops,  338,  376,' 
378,  433.  Robberies,  459,  601,  607, 
529,  608,  609,  6l0,  611,  617,  635. 

Bush,  Cap.,  174. 

Butler,  CoL,  money  sent  to,  80, 105, 113. 

Butler,  Cul.  Richard,  respecting  pri- 
soners of  war,  661.  Soldiers  timea 
expiring,  664. 

Butler,  CoL  Zebulon,  at  Wyoming, 
rations  to  troops  at,  166. 


Caldwell,  Samuel,  obtains  posieosion  of 

Hog  Island,  252,  520. 
Cambray,  CoL,  324. 
Camden,  S.  C,  Gen.  Greene's  affair  at, 

154. 
Campbell,    Cul.    Thomas,  reomits    at 

Newtown,  435. 
Campbell,  CoL,  79. 
Canada,  expedition.  308. 
Cannon,  Mrs.,  seditious  conduct,  193. 
Carlisle,  Continental  works  near,  460. 
Carlton,  Sir  Gay,  grants  a  passport  at 

request  of  Gen.  Washington,  674. 
Carrint^ton,  Col.  Ed.,  yaoancy,  487. 
Caruthers,  Robert,  taken  prisoner  bj 

Indians,  657.  « 

Cessation  of  Indian  hostilitlfs,  641, 
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Ctfma,  Cipt  Charlflif  dittrMi  from 
IndiaDf  in  Bedford  oounty,  236,  467. 

Chambcri,  Col.  M*zweU,  292. 

GhvUston^  S.  C,  flagt  of  trace  from, 
338. 

Chesapeake,  moTemeati  of  enemy  io, 
3^5,  351. 

Chester  county,  acoounts  of  sales  of 
forfeited  estates  Id,  105.  Militia, 
42!,  434.  Collectors  robbed,  459, 
501,  507.  Seisare  of  British  goods 
in,  and  opin:on  of  Attorney  Qeneral 
respeetiog,  731. 

Chilesquake,  murder  of  J.  Martin  and 
wife  by  Indians,  659. 

Christ,  Henry,  80,  133,  196,  237,  347. 
proprietary  lands  in  Reading,  237. 

Christie,  Capt.  Jacob,  abuses  on  oi&cers, 
St  Easton,  Ac,  385. 

Gireulars,  226,  251,  252,  387,  407,  548. 

Clarke,  Brig.  Gen.  G.,  answer  to  Pres. 
Reed  respecting  expedition,  331,  353, 
354, 367,  369, 875,  405, 458.  Meeting 
at  Westmoreland,  560.  Capture  and 
death  of  CoL  Lochry,  Ac.,  458,  468. 
Memorial  of  prisoners  on,  574. 
Irvine  expects  eo- operation  of,  649. 
Proposes  expedition  to,  23,  137,  141, 
201,  235,  239,  247,  306,  307,  315,  325, 
343,  352.  To  officers  of  Westmore- 
land county,  189.  Injurious  to  Penn- 
syltrania,  325. 

Clark,  Walter,  381. 

Clarkson,  J.  L.,  226,  229. 

Claypoole,  Oapt.  A.  G.,  278,  376^  378. 

Clinton,  Brig.  Gen.,  125. 

Clinton,  Got.,  122. 

Clinton,  Sir  Henry,  71,  102,  404. 

Clothing,  16,  19,  31,  237,  405,  406. 

Coats,  LL  Col.  Wm.,  sends  troops  to 
Flower  Town,  250.  Light  horse,  273. 
Lieutenants,  325,  358,  377.  Refiew 
militia,  535. 

Collectors,  of  Bucks  and  Chester  Co. 
robbed,  459. 

Commissioners  on  Conneotioat  claim, 
526,  624,  676,  693. 

Commissioners  of  Cumberland  Co.,  736. 

Commissioners  for  defence  of  the  Dela- 
ware, 586,  618,  621,  625,  647,  672. 
Propose  sale  of  Hyder  Ally,  672. 

Commissioners  of  Northumberland  Co., 
440. 

Commissioners  of  purehases,  17,  417. 

Commissioners  of  Taxes  Philadelphia 
Co.,  116,  139,  828,  478. 

Commissioners  to  ran  lino  with  Virginia, 
20,  78,  519. 

Committee  of  Assembly,  14,  62,  415. 

Committee  of  Congre^,  281. 

Conestoga  manor,  title  of  Indians  to, 
49. 

Confedtrtoy  oompleated,  4, 


Confession  of  Jesse  and  Solomon 
Vickars,  609  to  617. 

Congress,  letters  to  and  firom,  21,  43, 
54,  76,  81,  83,  84,  94,  102,  108, 110, 
112,  151,  162, 163, 172,  194,  210,  242, 

273,  809,  369, 383,895,  400, 417,  423, 
433,  441,  446,  447, 448,  450,  463,  476, 
479,  518,  523,  540,  561,  757.     Com- 
mittee  of,  281.    Resolutions,  73,  77,  i 
109,  134,  152,  164,  168, 185, 188,209, 

243,  273,  800,  309,  366, 391,  394, 41 1, 
417,  464,  476,  483,  484,  609,  548,  560, 
582,  609,  645,  741,  756.    Circulars, 

194,  252,  463,  548.  Delegates  in, 
103,  163,  306,  307,  420,  434.  Dele- 
gates  of  Virginia  in,  260,  266,  271, 

274.  Appoint  a  fast,  21.  Committees 
of  Conference,  22.  Convention  pri- 
soners, 26.  Ordinance  on  capture 
and  condemnation  of  prises,  43. 
Report  of  Committee  on  public  debt, 
85-93.  Courts  for  trial  of  Piracies 
and  Felonies,  94.  Prorisions,  134. 
Wants  of  the  army,  151.  On  false 
papers  of  vessels,  151.  Exporters  of 
flour,  133,  162.  Approving  of  Ma- 
tional  Bank,  172.  Signers  of  bills  of 
credit  appointed,  185.  Bills  of  credit, 
188,  195.    Requisiti.a  of  Infantry, 

195.  Of  300  Riflemen,  242.  248. 
Supplies  of  money,  Ae.,  252.  Presi- 
dent Huntington  resigns — ^Thos.  Mo 
Kean,  elected,  267.  Subscription  to 
loan'  for  citiiens  of  South  Carolina  in 
Philadelphia,  309.  Connecticut  claim, 
306.  Value  of  leaden  spouts  to  be 
taken,  366.  Hulker,  Consul  Qeneral 
of  France,  383,  394,  400.  Form  of 
Exequator  for,  390.  Raise  troops, 
394-5.  Letter  of  Governor  New 
Jersey,  411.  Consular  power,  410, 
417.  Instructions  to  Gen.  Irvine, 
419.  Respecting  general  officers. 
423.  Proclaim  thanksgiving — victory 
over  CornwaUis,  441,  443,  518.  650, 
John  Hanson  elected  President  Of, 
444.  Connecticut  and  Pennsylvania, 
444,  448.  In  favor  of  Bbeneser 
Hasard,  for  materials  of  History, 
450.  Infraction  of  laws  of  nations, 
463,  464.  Charters  Bank  of  North 
America,  471.  Impost  on  goods,  474. 
Selxure  of  British  manufkctures,  476, 
476,  479.  Rendeivons  for  recruits, 
485.  Report  on  letter  of  R.  Morris, 
499.  Massacre  at  Mnskingam,  528. 
Honors  to  French  minister  in  conse- 
quence of  the  bii  th  of  a  Dauphin  of? 
France,  542-547.  Illegal  intereonne 
between  private  armed  ships  and 
enemy,  548.  Loss  of  msils — orders 
for  reooveiy,  660.  £rooeedings  on 
Connecticut  claim,  568,  582.    [flte 
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Omraaotievt]  Noi  to  outer  into 
treaty  of  peaoe  without  oonsent  of 
alliea,  645.  Abuse  of  pauef,  741, 
750.  Seiinre  of  British  goods,  741, 
756. 

Oonnectioaty  eUtm  to  be  settled,  4. 
Letter  to  delegates  on,  306,  807. 
Resolution,  Ac,  of  Congress  respect- 
ing claim  on,  416,  510,  626,  563,  567, 
633,  624,  629,  639,  043, 653,  653,  654, 
677,  679-693.  Prooeedings  In  Con- 
cress,  list  of  names  for  Judges,  679. 
Minutes  of  Commissioners,  679.  680, 
681,  684,  689.  Commission  of  Com- 
missioners, 680.  Letters  H.  Osborne, 
BoUeltor,  681,  683,  685,  688,  689, 
690.  Letters  of  Conneotient  Agents 
to,  683.  Selection  of  Judges,  684. 
Conferenoe,  Couneil  and  Agents  re- 
port on  Judges  to  Congress — and 
with  respeet  to  pay,  686.  Report  of 
Committee  of  Congress,  686.  Letter 
of  Pennsjlrania  Agents  to  Council 
nspeeting  funds,  688.  Letters  W. 
Bradford  and  J.  Reed  on  impedi- 
ments thrown  in  their  way  to  pro- 
mas,  690,  691.  Testimony  of  Lord 
BtirliDg  Important— he  aiek,  f93. 
Time  of  settlement  abore  Walpeeic, 
693.     Kotiee  of  deeds  for  purchase 

-  by  Dongan,  releam  of  Duke  of  York, 
4o^  694.  Commission  to  examine 
Lord  Sterling,  694.  Letter  W.  Brad> 
fbrd  respecting  trial,  695.  Various 
papers  and  proceedings  at  Trenton, 
679-724.  Copies  of  Records  of  State 
•btained,  730.  Proclamation  respect- 
ing decree  at  Trenton,  733.  Accounts 
■  of  Sergeant  and  Reed  in  case,  738. 

CoDoIly,  Col.,  taken  prisoner,  102,473, 

Consul  General  of  France,  fbrm  of 
Xsaquator  recommended  by  Con- 
grass,  390. 

Continental     money,    ealled    in     by 
.  Council,  88,  77,  117,  119,  129,  130, 
134,  141,  145,  171,  188.    Signers  of, 
184. 

Oonreation  prisoners,  5,  6,  7,  12,  34, 
335,  327,  230,  332,  284,  235,  319. 
Troops,  14,  277.  Disposal  of,  25,  37. 
Congress  on.  167,  at  Reading,  335. 

Oooehocking,  39. 

Cook,  Col.,  51,  79,  595. 

Cook,  Col.  Edward,  Sub- lieutenant,  346. 
Distress  of  Uanna's  Town,  629. 

Cook,  Wm.,  proposal  for  supplies  at 
Sunbury,  411. 

Cooper,  Leonard,  damages  to  the 
barracks  at  Philadelphia,  424. 

Cooper,  Ensign  Wm.,  state  of  troops, 
750, 

Copper,  fubfftltste  for  M  sheathing, 
460.    ^ 


Comwallis,  Lor^l,  .report  of  jnnetloa 
with  Gen.  Philips  In  Virginia,  173. 
Retreat  of,  388,  801.  Morementi  of, 
887,  858,  375,  480.  Ri^foiolng  ftt 
Philadelphia,  440.  Proclamation  for 
thanks^ring  by  Congress,  443.  Pri- 
soners at  Lancaster,  674. 

Counterfeit  half  pence,  379. 

Courts,  Martial,  307. 

Craig,  Cap. ,89,114. 

Craig,  Cap.  Isaac,  memorial  and  his- 
tory,  497. 

Craig,  Col.  Thomas,  deserters,  503. 

Crawford,  Col.,  commands  expedition 
to  Sanduskv — he  missing,  557,  577. 

Crispin,  William,  soldiers  demand  11* 
quor  of,  487. 

Cumberland  Co.,  troops  15,  71,  406. 
Col.  Abm.  Smith,  of  mUitia,  203. 
Lande  in,  409.  Prorisions,  459. 
Prisoners  of  war,  575.  Indians,  523. 
New  township.  Green,  647.  Taxes, 
736.    Case  of  Peter  Dill,  730. 

Cummings,  Lieut,  orders  to,  38. 

Cummins,  Migor  J.  R.,  30,  34. 

Cunningham,  Mr.,  606. 

Canningham,  Hon.  James,  Tazei^  495. 


Dalley,  Gilford — quarters  for  dtisens 
from  South  Carolina,  274. 

Dauphin  of  Prance  bom,  honors  by 
Congress  in  oonsequenee,  543,  544, 
545,  547. 

Do  Barras,  Mons.,  858,  373. 

Debt,  Report  of  Committee  to  Congreis^ 
on  the  public,  85-93. 

De  La  Fayette,  Marquis,  383,  859,  486, 
637. 

De  Lambert,  ChcTalier,  introduced  by 
Marqnis  Fayette,  627, 734,  785.  Gen. 
St.  Clair,  respecting,  735. 

De  Lancej^  ,  surprises  and   kflls 

Col.  Green,  at  White  Plains,  155. 

Delaware  Indians,  89,  97,  247. 

Delaware  River,  claim  for  Hog  Island, 
5,  42,  252,  520.  Defence  of,  60. 
British  fleet  expected, — Isaac  Roach 
sent  to  capes  to  watch,  80,  112.  Or- 
ders to,  96.  Danger  from  enemy, 
105.  Ship  ashore  and  lost,  113.  Capt. 
Roach  to  return,  175,  Chart  of,  near 
Mud  Island  mentioned,  255.  Flag 
of  truce  from  S.  C.  ordered  dowi 
rirer,  338.  Frigate  Trumbull  in. 
3S8.  British  ship  of  war  Genl.  Mon! 
captured  in,  by  Hyder  Ally,  Capt. 
Barney,  529.  Purchased  for  defene  • 
of,  580.  Ask  for  a  ressel  of  eas. 
draught,  647.  Comm'rs  for  deftnce 
of,  586,  618,  631,  635,  647,  67t.   0«l6 
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of  Hyder  AIlj  proposed,  671  Anned 
achooner  equipped  for  defence  of, 
and  oomnuuided  hj  John  Snyder, 
67S. 

Delaware,  State  of,  inseonrity  of  public 
stores  in,  95,  100,  105.  Remoral  of 
ordered,  101. 

Delegates,  of  State,  in  Congress,  103, 
163,  306,  307,  420,  434,  763.  Qaery 
on  legaHtj  of  trial  by  a  judge  who  is 
a,  163.    Prison  ships,  762. 

Delegates,  of  Virginia,  in  Congress, 
260,  266,  271,  274. 

Depositions  respecting  German  Lu- 
theran Church  Lots,  364.  Sarah 
Keith,  501.  John  Robinson,  572. 
H.  M.  Breckenridge,  572,  661.  SamL 
Hunter,  respecting  Indian  murders, 
658. 

Depreoifttion  of  money,  77,  85,  117, 
IIV,  129, 130,  133, 135, 136,  141, 145, 
147,  171,  212. 

Depui,  Nioholas;  105, 113. 

Dejerters,  299,  603. 

*  Detector,"  author  of,  required,  266. 

Dickinson,  His  Excellency,  John,  494. 
Eleeted  President  of  Council,  651, 
731,  734. 

Dill,  Peter,  disoharge  requested  as  a 
relief  to  Cumberland  Co.,  786. 

Doan,  Israel,  petition  for  release,  759. 

Doan,  Moses,  Abraham,  Ac,  Robbery 
of  Bucks  Co.  Treasury,  616,  617. 

Donnahill,  John,  Soldiers  in  distress 
for  essh,  671. 

Dougherty,  Barnard,  467,  538,  542,  546. 
Distresses'  of  the  county,  553.  In* 
dians,.558.    Of  Bedford  619,628. 

Dove,  R.,  respecting  pass  f^om  New 
York  to  Virginia,  625. 

Dubois,  Abraham,  Auditor  of  Bucks 
Co.,  11,  13,  17,  29,  36,  47,  67. 

DuAeld,  Rer.  Geo.,  respecting  Rct. 
Wm.  Linn,  493. 

Dnke  of  Tork,  release,  694. 

Duncan,  David,  appointed  Commis- 
sioner for  Westmoreland  Co.,  orders 
to,  17.  Charges  against,  97.  Re- 
sig^s,  141.  Provisions,  190,  200,305, 
'380,399. 

Du  Portail,  Brig.  GenL,  money  for 
troope,  210. 

Dutch  loan— on,  563,  564.  591. 

Duiies,  received  in  Philada.,  206. 


Saston,  a  place  fit  deposit,  263.  Sup- 
plies, for  GenL  Sullivan,  263.  Sava- 
fes  near,  275.  Abuses  in  officers  at, 
86.  Troops,  403,  426,  527.  Waste 
on  public  lands,  744. 


Eckert,  Valentine,  eonvention  priso- 

ners,  226,  230.    Milida  flrom  Bucks, 

433. 
Edwards,  Migor,  bounties,  75. 
Embargo,  permit  for    provisions,  38. 

146.     Violated    by  French  Consul^ 

180.    (SeeHolker.) 
Escheats,  resolution  of  Council  respect- 
ing, 341. 
Estates,  Forfeited,  Auditors  accounts, 

sales,  Ac,  104.    Pbila.,  Bucks,  Ches- 

ter,  and  York,  105.    Terms  of  sale, 

195. 
Etwine,  John,  account  of  massacre  at 

Muskingum,  525. 
Eustace,  Capt,  120. 
Ewing,  James,  elected  "Vice  President 

of  State,  651. 
Examination    of  James    Lewis,    473. 

Arobd.    Henderson    robbories,    697. 

Jacob  MUIor,  600.     T.  Bedwel,  601. 
Ezequator,  form  of  for  Consul  GenL  of 

France,  390. 


P. 

Fast-day  appointed,  21. 

Fauntleroy,  Miyor,  752. 

Fayette,  Marquis  de  La,  orders  .troops 
from  Pennsa.  and  Virginia,  283,  359. 
Compliment  to,  430.  Introdaces  Cbev. 
de  Lambert,  627,  736. 

Finley,  Rev.  James,  sent  on  a  secret 
expedition  to  western  oounUes,  729. 

Fisher,  Joshua,  A  Son,  petition,  645.-— 

Flags  of  truce  from  South  Carolina  In 
the  Delaware,  338. 

Fleet,  British,  105. 

Flour,  scarcity  of  in  army,  53,  54. 
Prise,  to  be  inspected,  407,  408.  Om. 
third  of  purchases  of  exports,  to  be 
furnished  to  State,  133,  162. 

Flower,  town  troops  sent  to,  250. 

Forrest,  Lt.  CoL,  142,  231. 

Forts.>-Allen,  649.  Armstrong,  89. 
Billiagsport,  330.  Block  house,  bj 
CoL  Lochrey,  80.  Crawford,  89. 
Mcintosh,  39,  648.  MiUer,  696. 
Mud  Island,  72,  330,  364.  Munooy, 
528.  Pitt,  17,  37,  47,  55,  75,  81, 103, 
111,  143.  419,  433,  521,  575,  635,  636. 
Reed,  596.  Schuyler,  123.  Smith* 
622.    At  Wyoming,  166. 

Fowler,  Alexander,  1 14. 

France,  Minister  of,  Mons.  La  Touohe, 
130.  Papers  used  by  British,  152; 
Vessels  of,  import  m'dse,  and  don't 
report,  176.  Violation  of  embargo^ 
180.  Mast-cutting  on  Schuylkill,  180, 
Supplies  for,  186.  Seamen  of,  273. 
Squadron  under  De  Barras  at  New- 
port, sailors  leave,  354.  Consul  Uenl. 
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Hotker,  383.    Form  of  exeqnator  for, 

390.    ReeognilioD  by  Congress,  394. 

Birth   of   Dauphin,   honor  to,    542. 

Desertion  of  seamen,  731,  734.  Mons. 

Marbois  on  storing  ponder  for  fcs- 

sels  of,  741. 
Francis,  Tench,  signer  of  bills  of  credit, 

185. 
Franklin,  Dr.  Bonjtmtn,  letter  to  Mr. 

Hartley,  as  to  speaking  of  loyaliittB. 

and  their  estates,  670. 
Frankstown,  engagement  with  Indians 

near,  202. 
Frankston,  543. 

Frigate  Trumball,  95. 100,  104,  239. 
Frontiers,  state  of,  23,  70,  75,  79,  115, 

152,  192,  202,  232,  231,  238.  240,  275, 

303.  332,  334,  369,  559,  564,  596,  620, 

628,  657,  606,  742. 

Qiardner,  Hon.  Dr.  condition  of  Bed- 
ford Co. 

Gebr,  Capt.  Joseph,  trial  by  Conrt 
Martial,  362.     Cashiered,  363. 

Geiger,  LieuL  Col.  Henry,  attacks  of 
Indians,  396.    Troops,  429. 

Georgia,  Citizens,  driren,  off  to  Phila- 

'  delphla,  300,  309. 

German.  Latheran,  Chh.  lots,  363,  364. 

German,  Troops,  289,  290. 

Gibson,  John,  letter  to,  on  provisions, 

'  190. 

GIriy,  Thomas,  letter  from,  40. 

Gloninger,  John,  654. 

Goforth,  William,  Auditor  of  Backs 
Co.  11,  13,  17,29,  36,67. 

Gordon,  Major  James,  seisure  of  sup- 
plies intended  for  Comwallls  priso- 
^rs,  at  Lancaster,  by  Wm.  Henry, 
674. 

Gray,  William,  Treasr.  of  North- 
ampton, 22*9.     Paymaster,  238. 

Green,  Col.  surprised,  at  W bite,  plains, 
by  De  Lanoy,  and  killed,  Ac,  155. 

Greene.  Gon.  Nathaniel,  cheoked  at 
Camden,  154.  Position  in  S.  C  283, 430. 

Grier,  Major,  118. 


Hague,  Gen.  641. 

Hull.  Chas.  respecting  trial,   for  lands 

at  Lancaster,  294,  321. 
Bailer,   Henry,    respecting  proprietary 

lands  in  Reading,  237. 
Hambright,  CapL   Barrack  master  at 

Lancaster,  170,  335,  336. 
Hammell,  William,  petition  respecting 

Mud  ioTt,  and  Billingsport,  330. 


Hamilton,  Miyor,  12. 

Hand,  Gen.  Edw.  244,  517. 

Hannas,  Town,  ravages  of  Indians  near, 
240.  Destroyed,  596,  606,  Dittreia 
of,  629. 

Hannura,  John,  Hog  Island,  763. 

Hanson,  John,  appointed  Preaidenl  of 
Congress,  26 7«  444. 

Harritun,  Govr.  fienj.  of  Virg.  on  bonnd- 
ary,  518,  533,  549,  607.  [See  Bound- 
ary   Virginia.] 

Hart,  John,  55,  128,  291,  339,  376.  ^ 

Hart,  Col.  Joseph,  Robberies  in  BuoIes, 
and  Chester,  507.  Letter  from  Geo* 
Wall,  529,  608<417. 

Hartley,  Mr.  letter,  to,  from  Dr.  Benj. 
Franklin,  respecting  loyalists  estates, 
669. 

Haylars,  Capt.  of  N.  Brunswick  eap- 
tares,  a  Cutter  and  her  Captn.  Robt. 
White,  a  traitor,  530. 

Hayes,  Col.  ChrisL  79,  106,  141,  247, 
300,  330,  354,  369,  404«  469,637, 
772. 

Hays,  Col.  John,  Light  hone  in  Allea 
Township,  428. 

Haiard,  Ebeneser,  petition  for  uae  of 
historical  documehUi,  449.  Pub- 
lishes 2  Vols.  449,  450.  Resolntion| 
of  Congress  for,  450..  Reports  to 
Congress,  as  P,  M.  Genl.,  robbery 
of  mail  560. 

Hozelwood,  John,  Letters,  Ao.,  38, 54, 
73, 133,  143,  425.  Receiver  of  flour. 
138. 

Hazen,  Col.  Regi.  244. 

Hasen,  Brig.  Qen.  643, 648. 

Heads,  a  Lecture  on,  673. 

Henderson,  Archibald,  respecting  rob« 
bery,  601. 

Henry,  John,  asks  for  liberty  to  de« 
liver  a  lecture  on  heads  to  pay  off 
debts  of  Theatre,  593. 

Henry,  William,  letters  to  and  from, 
7,  154,  170,  205,  476,  575.  Dragoons, 
15  L  On  paper  Currency,  171.  At 
Lancaster,  seises  supplies  for  priso- 
ners there  from  Cornwallis'  army, 
674. 

Higgins,  Andrew,  instructions  to,  to 
proceed  to  Cape  May,  413. 

Hodgdon,  Saml.  C.  G.  M.  G.  respecting 
arms,  391. 

Hog  Island,  in  Del.  R.  claim,  5,  43. 
posse.xsion  delivered,  252,  520. 

Hole,   Nicholas,   Collector    in    Bucks, 

,  robbed  twice,  529. 

Holker,  Mons.  Consul  General  of 
France,  9,  31,  45,  153, 175,  342,  353p 
383,  390,  394.  Detail  of  Charges 
against  him,  9,  175-184.  Answer 
to,  31,  36.    Answers  of  Pres.  Reed 
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to»  175,.184,  843.  Veuel  for  St 
Domingo,  153^  And  proYlnot  Iiland, 
298. 

Hollaodi  ftcknowledgof  independence 
-  of  United  States,  633. 

HSpkineon,  FranoiSy  fees  receired  in 
admiralty  Court,  5&o,  567  631,  672. 
Salary  577. 

Honse,  of  Delegates,  of  Virginia, 
resolre,  on  Boundary  line,  563. 

Houston,  Dr.  J.  on  Jail  fever,  at  Lan- 
caster, 282. 

Howe,  MiO«  Gen.,  question'of  compelling 
attendenoe  of  a  witness  in  the  city 
as  a  garrison  Town,  462. 

Hubley,  Col.  Adam,  Letters  to  and 
from,  8,  65,  156,  199,211,  218,  225, 
231,  235,  252,  268,  279,  292,  351, 
364,  417,  422,  457,  465,  466.  Daring 
plot  discovered,  156.  Goes  to  South 
Carolina,  347. 

Hubley,  John,  land  trial  In  Lancaster 
Co.,  295. 

Httffnagle,  Col.  Michael,  on  supplies, 
397,  460,  469.  511,  596. 

Hughes,  Col.  389. 

Humpton,  Col.  487,  505. 

Hunter,  CoL  Samuel,  292.  Discharge 
of  militia,  364.  Frontiers,  503,  528, 
637,  657, 658.  Deposition  respecting 
murders,  658.      * 

Huntington,  Sam.,  resigns  as  Pres.  of 
Congress,  267. 

Hyder,  Ally,  prirateer,  Capt  Barney, 
takes  Ship  Gen.  Monk,  in  Delaware 
BtTcr,  gallant  action  529.  Fitted 
for  defence  of  River,  621.  Change 
of  officers,  618.  Sale  proposed  by 
Commiiiioners  granted,  672. 


IndepAndence  of  XT.  S,  acknowledged 
by  Holland,  633. 

Indians — their  title  to  Conestoga  Manor, 
49;  on  frontiers,  39;  Capt.  Brady, 
89;  Delawares,  39,  97;  attack  Col. 
Pomroy's  house,  51 ;  murders  by,  70, 
107,  152,  192,  236,  240,  257;  at 
Willa's  mills,  108;  Northampton  Co., 
113,  158;  in  Bedford  Co.,  152,  286; 
CoL  Brodhead  attacks  towns,  161  ; 
Moravian,  kindness  of,  161 ;  near 
Bradford,  192;  pursued  by  Lt  Mor. 
risoD,  of  Virginia  regiment,  201;  en- 
gagement with  Capt  Moore  and  Lt. 
Smith,  near  Frankstown,  202 ;  rava- 

See  on  frontiers,  238,  559;  Delawares, 
47;  Shawanese,247;  Wyandot8,247; 
Horthampton  Co»  257,  275;  George 
Leme  and  others  killed,  258;  Indian 
town,  t2Z',  defeated,  334;  in  Ner- 


.  ihpmberland  -Co.,  892;  attacks,  near 
Maoonie  creek,  396;  expected  at  Sun- 
bury,  504;  in  Cumberland  Co,  522; 
Moravian  massacre  at  Mnskingumv 
523,  524,  629;  in  Bedford  Co.,  192, 
606,  619,  629;  Uannns  Town,  240, 
526 ;  expedition  against,  630  635. 636 ; 
declined,  640,  649  724;  at  and  near 
Wyoming,  657 ;  deposition  of  Samuel 
Hunter  rerpecting  murder  of  John 
Martin  and  wife,  658 ;  Capt  Robinson, 
on,  ditto,  659;  petition  of  prisoners 
among,  733. 

IngcrsoU,  Jonathan,  6(3. 

Instructions  to  Capt  Isaac  Roach,  96 ; 
to  Andrew  Higgins,  413;  of  Congress 
to  Gen.  Wm.  irvine,  419;  to  commis- 
sioners on  boundary,  519. 

Invalid  regiment,  Pbilada.,  inetTeotive, 
103,  206. 

Irvine,  Gen.  Wm.,  letters  to  and  from, 
15,  IB,  83,  240,  285,  345,  373,  458, 
468,  515,  525,  552;  instructions  from 
Congress,  419,  433;  death  of  Col. 
Lochry,  458;  massacre  at  Musk- 
ingum, 525;  boundary  line — tixes, 
Ac,  575;  certiBcates  respecting  en- 
gagement and  wounied,  587 ;  de- 
struction of  Hanna's  Town,  595; 
expedition  against  Indians,  630, 
635,  dS^  648,  649,  724;  appoints 
John  Irwin  agent,  649;  money  sent 
to,  724. 

Irwin,  Arthur,  com)>laint  against,  199. 

Irwin,  John,  appointed  agent  by  GeaU 
Wm.  Irvine,  649. 

J. 

Jackson.  Maj.  Wm.,  Ssc'y  at  War,  757. 
Jail,  of  Philada.,  prisoners  for  crim^^ 

offences  in,  249.  ^ 

Jefferson,   Thomas,   Gov.  of  Va.,   on 

boundary  line,  78,  160,  189. 
Johnson,  John,  robberies,  603 — 606. 
John,  Sir  John,  102. 
Johnson,   Mr,  suspected  of   being  % 

British  emissary  on  account  of  a  pro- 
posed immigration,  552. 
Johnston,  Frinois.  appointed  Receiver 

GeneriJ  of  land  office,  67;  order  for 

books,  Ac,  202,  327. 
Johnston,  Dr.  Robert,  petition  of,  457. 
Jones,  N.,  copies  of  deeds.  Conn..  677. 
Jones,   Owen,  Jun.,  asks  for    pass   to 

Elisaberb  Town,  521. 
Jordan,  Mr.,  recruits,  185,  191. 


Kesrsley'B  estate,  321. 
Keith,  Sarah,  deposition — robbery  in 
Bnoks  Co.,  601. 
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k«Dnedj,  Darid,  appointed  Secretary 
of  land  offioe,  67 ;  lots  for  Qerman 
Lntharan  congregation.  363. 

IteUy,  Col.,  d  >fenoe  against  Indians,  70. 

Kern,  Col.,  Nicholas — troops,  428. 

Keiiter,  Capt.,  resigns,  529. 

Knox,  Oen.  H.,  oMers  shells  and  shot 
Arom  Berks  and  Lancaster  to  head  of 
Elk— against  Cornwalils.  432. 

Kaihocton,  excursion  to,  540,  541. 


Laeej,  Gen.  letter  to,  respecting 
enemy,  436, 437. 

Lancaster,  magastne  at,  insecure,  8. 
Convention  prisoners,  5,  6,  7,  26, 
234,  235,  276,  278,  282,  328,  335, 
857,345.  Title  to  Conestoga,  Manor, 
48.  Plot  of  British  prisoners  in 
Barracks  discovered,  156.  Alarm 
■  at,  157.  Affair  betireen  Qu&rds,  and 
Moylan's,  Dragoons,  157.  Capt  Uam- 
bright,  barrack  master,  170.  Dis- 
putes, betireen.  Light  horse,  and 
militia  guards,  170.  Guards,  1»9, 
prisoners,  203.  Dangerous  Sickness 
amon^,  204.  Arrive  from  Reading, 
304, 282.  Troops  at  211,  293.  In  want 
of  provisions,  militia.  Prisoners,  Col. 
Wood,  225,  262,269.  276,345,347. 
Town,  Mig'or,  229,  254.  328.  Guard 
at»  too  large,  262.  Barracks,  for, 
prisoners.  269.  Militia.  270,  278. 
Bemoval  of  Convention  Troops  asked 
for,  282,  290.  Trial  for  Innd,  294, 
595,  321.  Cap.  Scott,  335.  Cap. 
Hambright,  336.  Cul.  Hubley,  gone 
.  to  South  Carolina,  347, 351.  Troop  s, 
4 18,  456.  Shot  and  shells  from,  432. 
^Pnes,  466.  Soldiers  of  Pennsylvania 
Line,  killed,  476.  Robberies,  596, 
606.  Fines,  and  militia,  654.  Court 
of  appeal  on  militia  fines,  737.  Priso- 
ners of  Lord  Cornwallis*  army  at, 
supplies  for,  seized  by  W.Henry,  674. 

Land  officd,  David  Kennedy,  appointed. 
Secy,  of,  67.  Francis,  Johnston, 
receiver  Genl.  of,  67.  Order  for 
Books,  Ac,  reed,  from  £.  Physio, 
202.  Claims  263.  Lands  in  Lan- 
caster Co.  294.  Westmoreland,  and 
Cumberland,  409. 

Lanen,  Robert,  appointed  Capt.  529. 

Lanroy,  Col.  324. 

Ledlie,  Andrew,  dop.  Commissioner  of 
prisoners  at  Easton,  527. 

Lee,  Serjt.  Edward,  killed  and  scalped 
by  Indians,  659. 

Lee,  Thomas,  Sim,  Gov.  of  Maryland, 
letters  to  and  from,  12,  37. 

Leme,  Geo.  wife  Ac,  killed  by  Indians 
in  Northampton  Co*.  257, 


LXTTCBS. 

Admiralty,  Board  of,  15,  100,  l66, 
Agnew,  John,  135.  Anderson  Thomas, 
175.  Antes,  WUliam,  881.  Arbuih- 
not,  CapL  Alexander,  574.  Arm- 
strong, John,  Jr.,  650.  Amdt.  John, 
53,  109, 136,  175.  Ashman,  George, 
154,  202.  Assembly,  5,  16,  51,  61, 
188,  197,  219,  221,  231,  241,  218,412, 
425,  447,  459,  461,  463,  467,  501,  509. 
510, 513,  620,  Committee  of,  14,'  02, 
415,  515.  Atlee,  William,  170,  203, 
835,  847,  596.  Auditors,  of  Bucks, 
Co.,  11, 13, 17,  29,  36,  67.  Chester, 
Co.,  12.  Of  State,  104.  York,  Co,. 
18. 

Bailey,  James,  160.  Baker,  Hilary, 
Jr.,  195.  Balliott.  (Stephen,  649. 
Barclay,  Thomas;  563.  Barnu,  Mons. 
De,  353,  354,  Beatty,  John,  125. 
Biddle,  Clement,  129.  Blaine,  Col. 
Sphraim,  54,  72.  Blair,  Rev.  Samuel, 
111.  Board  of  Admirality.  95,  100, 
106.  Board  of  War,  3,  7,  14,  1*,  23, 
24,  26,  31,  53,  57,  58,  90,  103,  111, 
124,  150,  167,  186,  187, 198,  206,  200, 
291,  391,  526,  527.  Board  of  War- 
dens, of  Philadelphia,  101.  Boys, 
Capt  Nathan,  175,  416.  Bradford, 
A  Hall,  266.  Bradford,  Thomas, 
338,  380.  Bradford,  William,  Jnn., 
AtL  G.  199,  266,  272, 407,  408,  515, 
526,  553,  576.  656,  659,  676,  690. 
695,  731,  750.  Brodhead,  Col. 
Daniel,  39,  51,  52,  57,  169,  365,  379. 
Brown,  William,  641.  Bryan,  V.  P. 
279,  288,299,  305,  809,  384,  422. 
Bucks  Co.  Auditor*,  11,  13,  17,  29, 
36,  BbUcr,  Col.  Richard,  561,  664, 
Buchanan,  Arthur,  192. 
Caldwell,  A.  480. .  Caldwell,  Samuel, 
520.  Campbell,  t$apt  Thomas,  435. 
Carrington,  Lieut.  Edward,  487. 
Cessna,  Charies,  467.  Chambers, 
CoL  Maxwell,  292.  Christ,  Henry, 
80,  133,  196,  237,  347.  Christie, 
Capt  Jacob,  385.  Circulars,  226, 
252,  548.  CInrk,  Brig.  Gen.  G.  23, 
137,  189,  331.  Clark,  Walter,  381. 
Clarkson,  Juhn,  L.  Sec.  Treas.  226, 
229.  Chiypoole,  Capt  James  G.  278, 
376.  Coats,  Col.  William,  250,  272, 
325,  358,  377,  535.  Commlsioners, 
for  defence  of  Delaware,  531,  586, 
618,  621,  625,  647,  672.  On  Con- 
necticut claim,  624,  683,  686,  688, 
689,  691,  692,  698.  Commissioners 
of  Northumberland,  440.  Cumber- 
land Co.  737.  Commissioners  of 
Taxes,  Philadelphia,  Co.  116,  139 
328,  478,  Committee  of  Assembly, 
14,  62.  Of  Congress,  281.  Congress, 
Pros,  of,  20,  43,  54,  71,  75,  76,   81, 
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Litters. 

83,  84,  94,  102,  108,  110,  112,  124, 
151,  168, 163,  194,  210,  242,  267,273, 
984,  309,  370,  395,  400,  416, 423, 433, 
441,  448,  403,  475,  479,  618,  623,548, 
660,  561,  686,  757.  Delegates  to, 
103,  163,  306,  420.  Delegates  of 
Virginia,  260,  266,  269,  274,  763. 
Congress  Circular,  252,  Connecti- 
cat,  Agent,  681,  682,  683,  685,  686, 
691.  Connectieut,  Go7.  of,  629. 
Cook,  CoL  Edward,  629.  Cook, 
William,  411.  Cooper,  Leonard,  424. 
Cooper,  Ensign  William,  760.  Craig, 
CapU  Isaac,  497.  Craig,  Capt  Thomas, 
503.  Crespin,  William,  437.  Cum- 
mini,  Lient  28.  Cnmmings,  Major 
J.  R.,  20,  24.  Cunningham,  Hon. 
James,  495,  606. 

Dallej,  Qifford,  274.  Dean,  William, 
358.  De  Barras,  Mons.  353,  854. 
Delegates  of  State,  in  Congress,  103, 
163  306,  420,  434,  763.  Delegates 
of  Virginia,  in  Congress  260,  266, 
271,  274.  Depai,  Nicholas,  Ac,  105, 
112.  Dickinson,  John,  Got.  Del. 
494,  731, 734.  Donnahill,  John,  671, 
Dougherty,  Bernard,  467,  639,  643, 
646,  553,  657,  619,  628.  DoTe,  R. 
respecting  a  pass,  625.  Dubois, 
Abraham,  48,  67.  Daffield,  Rer. 
George,  493.  Dancan,  David,  17, 
97,  190,  200,  305,  880,  606.  Da 
Portail,  Brig.  GenL  210.  Dyer, 
Eliph.  &  J.  Root,  688. 
Eckart,  Valentine,  226,  230,  433, 
Edirards,  M^or,  75. 
Fayette,  Marqais,  de  la,  626.  Field 
Officers,  187.  Forrest  Lt.  Col.  T.  231. 
Fowler,  Alexander,  114.  Franklin, 
Dr.  BeiO.  669. 

Gardner,  Doct  628.  Geiger  Col. 
Henry,  396.  Gibson,  John,  190. 
Girty,  Thomas,  40.  Glonenger,  John, 
655.  Goforth,  William,  48,  67. 
Gordon,  Major,  James,  678.  GoTer- 
nor  of  New  York,  629.  Conneoticat, 
629. 

Hall,  Charles,  294,  321.  Haltie, 
Henry,  237.  Hambright,  John,  336. 
Hammell,  William,  330.  H annum, 
John,  758.  Horison,  Got.  Benj.  of 
Virginia,  518,  533,  619,  562,  607. 
Hart,  John,  55,  128,  291,  338,  876. 
Hart,  Col.  Joseph,  507, 529.  Hartley, 
Mr.  669.  Hayes,  Christopher,  141, 
'*1I00,  354,  368.  404,  469,  631.  Hayn, 
Col.  John,  428.  Hasard,  Bbeneser, 
449.  Haxel wood,  John,  38, 133,  425. 
Haien,  Brig.  Genl.  Moses,  643. 
Henry,  John,  573.  Henry,  Wil. 
liam,  Esq.,  6, 138, 139,  164,  171,  205, 
476,   674.    Higgins,  Andrtw,   413. 


LiTTIIlS. 

Holker,  Monsr.  (Fr.  Cons.)  9,  81,  45, 
153, 175,  342,  353,  354.  Hopkinson, 
Francis,  655,  667,  577,  631,  672. 
House  of  Delegates  of  Virginia,  662. 
Houston.  Dr.  J.  282.  Howe, 'Major, 
Gen.  462.  Hubley,  Col.  Adam,  8, 
65, 156, 199,  211,  218,  224,  231,  235, 
252,  269,  278,  292,  851,  860,  864,  417, 
422,  456,  465,  466.  Hubley,  John, 
295.  Hufinagle,  Michael,  410,  469, 
511,  596.  Hughes,  Capt.  John,  533. 
Hunter  CoL  Samuel,  292,  364,  503, 
528,  657.  Hutchinson,  James,  327. 
Ingersol,  Jonathan.  648.  IrTine, 
Gen.  WUUam,  83,  240,  285, 345,  373, 
458,  468,  615,  625,  652, 675,  596,630, 
635,  648,  724,  731. 

Jackson,  Mi^or  Wm.  (Sec'y.)  757. 
Jefferson,  Thos.  Got.  of  Virg.  78, 
160,  189.  Johnston,  Francis,  263, 
827.  Johnston,  Dr.  Robert,  457. 
Jones,  N.  677.  Judges  of  Sup.  Court, 
634.  Justices  of  Gloucester,  544. 
Keith,  Sarah,  601.  Kennedy,  D., 
263,  863.  Kern,  CoL  Nicholas,  428. 
Laeoy,  G^nL,  437.  Ledlie,  Andrew, 
527.  Leo,  Thomas  S.,  Got.  of  Md., 
13,  37.  LsTan,  Daniel,  88.  LcTcrs, 
Capt.  Robert,  227,  257,  268,  275,  321, 
838,  348,  377,  403,  426,  428, 578, 742. 
Lewis,  CoL,  421.  Lieutenants,  County, 
226,^37,  387, 407,  425.  Lincoln,  B., 
Sec'y  at  War,  549,  627.  LiTingston, 
Hon.  R.  R.,  493,  606,  544,  645,  633. 
Livingston,  Wm.,  Got.  of  N.  J.  82, 
^87,  388,  392,  404,  437,  530,  531,  608, 
617,  618,  621,  622,  623,  651.  Loch- 
rey.  Col.  Archibald,  18,  28,  51,  79, 
115,  246, 307, 333.  Longhead,  James, 
436.  Lukens,  John,  61.  Lux,  Geofge, 
45.  Lnseme,  ChcT.  de  la,  547. 
McCalla,  WUliam,  136,  423.  Mc 
Dowell,  John,  729.  McFarlane,  A., 
65.  Maolay,  William,  640.  Maclean, 
Alexander,  564,  585,  588,  772.  Mo- 
Clean,  Archibald,  58,  352,  359,  370, 
402.  M.  MoConnell,  326,  371,  424. 
McKean,  C.  J.,  Thomas,  42,  125,  735, 
751.  Marb9is,  Mons.,  734,  741. 
Marsh,  Col.  Jos.,  396,  440.  Mar. 
shall,  CoL  James,  193,  233,  304,  343, 
867,  444,  484.  MarsUller,  Philip, 
638,  639,  611.  Maryland,  GoTcmor 
of,  13.  Mason,  Isaac,  2.38,  803. 
Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  and 
Maryland,  474.  Matthews,  WilUam, 
651.  Mentges,  Lt  CoL  P.,  216,  299. 
Merchants  of  Philada.,  781.  Merse- 
roau,  Joshua,  287.  Miles,  Col.  Samuel, 
80,  96,  127,  160,^163,  280,  824,  846, 
357, 432.  Miller,  Ber,  Pster,  37, 813, 
814,  75L    BClAister  of  FniiM,  180. 
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Miralles,  Don  Juan,  196.  Mitchell, 
Capt.  Alex.,  165, 166.  Montgomery, 
William,  640.  Morgan,  CoL  Jacob, 
Jr.,  127,  2S6,  826.  Moore,  James, 
62.  Morris,  Qtor,  308.  Morris,  Ro. 
bert,  244,  245, 250, 251, 262,  264,  280, 
281,  286,  287,. 201,  310,  376,  383,  387, 
895,  397,  898,  414, 416,  417,  418,419, 
435,  446,  451,  474,  477,  481,  487,  433, 
605,  612,  613,  644,  636,  668,  739, 740. 
Morris,  OapL,  Sam.,  221,  415.  Moul- 
trie, Brig.  Gen.,  215.  Mojlan,  Col., 
Stephen,  267,  321.  Muhlenberg,  F. 
A.,  60.  Muhlenberg,  M.,  241. 
Nevill,  Thomas,  76,  233.  New  Tork, 
Ooy.  of,  629.  Nicholson,  Cap.,  239, 
664.  Nicholson,  John,  48,  118,  131, 
154,  174,  212,  216,  243,  663,  664, 
677,  737,  738,  747,  749,  755,  758. 
Nicola,  CoU  Lewis,  198,  254. 
Officers  of  Land  Office,  409.  On  re- 
moval of  Records,  412.  Officers  of 
Westmoreland,  189.  Orth,  Adam, 
187,  460,  737.  Osborne,  IL,  252,  341, 
890,  563,  639, 642,  643,  681,  682,  685, 

688,  689.  Oster,  Mons.,  F.  C,  730. 
Parr,  James,  327.  Parr,  Williom, 
263.  Pemberton,  John,  651 .  Penet, 
A.  P.,  480.  Pentecost,  Dorsej,  815, 
640,  541, 545, 556,  661.  Perry,  John, 
65.248.  Peters.  Richard,  454.  Pettit, 
Ool.  Charles,  129,  159.  PhUada.  Co. 
Light  Horse.  230.  Pickering,  Timo- 
thy, 889,  577.  Piery,  James,  52. 
Pixley,  Thomas,  364.  Porter,  Major 
Andrew,  327,  632.  Postlethwaite, 
Samael,  193.  Potter,  Qen.  Jame£>, 
70,   184,   528,   641.       Prisoners    on 

Srison  ships,  668.  Pmdden,  T.,  480. 
;andoIph,  Lt.  Asher,  436.  Rea,  Lt. 
Col.  Samuel,  107,  108,  158.  Read, 
James,  191.  Reed,  Joseph,  517,  526, 
663,  691.  Roichel,  John  Frederick, 
265.  Rittenhouse,  David,  117,  119, 
229.  Ro:ich,  Isaac,  96, 112.  Roberts, 
Joseph,  745.  Robins,  Esekiel,  674, 
677,  756.  Robinson,  Cap.  Thomas, 
208,  228,  237,  334,  392,  659.  Rogers, 
Rev.  William.  3.  Root,  Jesse,  and 
Eliph.  Dyer.  683. 

St.  Clair,  Oen.  Anthony,  27,  37,  60, 
886,  735,  752.  Schlosser,  G.,  299. 
Scott,  Hugh,  Ac,  771.  Scott,  Col. 
Thomas,  20,  324,  354,  374,  438,  49C, 
644,  646.  Scott,  Lt.  WiUUm,  228, 
232,  803,  319,  341.  350,  426,  455, 
656,  632.    Scarle,  Hon.  James,  519, 

689,  591.  Secretary  at  war,  540. 
Sergeant,  Jen.  D.,  526.  Bhiell,  H. 
N.,  520.  Shrawder,  Csp.  Phillip, 
888,  660,  761.  Smith,  Col.  Abraham, 
234,  400.  514.  Smith,  Dr..  643. 
Smith,   Qeorgo,    42,    368.       Smith, 


Lbttebs. 
James.  459.  Smith,  Lt  CoL  Robert, 
421,  434.  Smith,  Hon.  Thomas,  652. 
Sterret,  Samuel,  676.  Stewnrt, 
Charles,  675.  Stirling,  Lord,  675. 
Stokely,  Thomas,  Cap.,  830,  406. 
Strond,  Jacob,  108,  259. 
Thome,  John,  118.  Thomson, 
Charles,  267.  Thompson,  James, 
228.  Treasnjry,  Board,  226,  229. 
Trumbull,  Gov.  of  Conn.,  639,  642. 
Trustees  of  University,  461. 
Van  Campen,  John,  106,  128,  622, 
698.  Van  Staphorst,  N.  and  J.,  591, 
693.  Virginia.  Delegates  in  Con- 
gross,  260,  266,  269, 274. 
Wagon  masteri,  421.  Wall,  George, 
Jr.,  529,  628.  War,  Secretory  at, 
483,  549,  757.  Wardens  of  Phila., 
126.  Washington  Co.,  Inhabitont«, 
855.  Washington,  Gen.  George,  39, 
54,  66,  71,  75,  84,  98,  102,  111,  120, 
124,  141,  195,  197,  207,  248,  254,  284, 
293.  820,  481,  485, 486,  501,  505.  509, 
536,  650,  626,  642,  653,  656,  661,  674. 
Wayne,  Gen.  Anthony,  15,  66,  74, 
123,  124, 137,  13S.  1.39,  155, 178, 283, 
859,  866,  430.  WeUs,  Lewis,  298, 
523.  Westmoreland  county.  Officers 
of,  189.  Willing,  Thomas,  497.  WiL 
son,  James,  526.  Wirts,  Christian, 
879.  Wood,  Col.  James,  24,  286,  362, 
276,  289,  828,  357, 882.  WyUe,  Capt 
Thomas,  191,  666. 
York  Co.,  Auditors,  18. 
Zantiioger,  Paul,  283. 

Levan,  Daniel,  38. 

Levers,  Robert,  Lient  64.  Convention 
prisoners,  militia,  227,  323,  348,  403, 
426.  Indian  murders,  257.  Pro- 
visions, Savages,  268,  275.  Trial  of 
Col.  Stroud,  839.  Taxes,  377.  Light 
horse  in  Allen  Township, 428.  Com- 
plaint against,  527.  Militia,  frontiers 
Ac,  579,  742. 

Lewis,  Col.  letters  sent  to,  421. 

Lewis,  James.  Examination,  servant  of 
Col.  Conolly  and  taken  with  him, 
478. 

Lieutenants,  County,  circulars  to  fines, 
226,  387,  407,  425. 

Light  Horse  ordered  out,  556. 

Ligonier,  Valley,  Ravages  of  Indians, 
240. 

Lincoln,  Gen.  B.,  Secy,  at  War,  526, 
527.  Fayette  introduced  Chevalier, 
de  Lambert,  627.  Requests  a  goftrd 
for  prisoners  in  the  new  Jail,  649, 
618. 

Linebaok,  Frederick,  relates  respecting 
massacre  of  Moravian  Indians  at 
Muskingum,  523,  524. 

Linn,  Rev.  William,  Liceoies,  893. 
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.Iiiqtor»  Soldieri  demand,  437. 

Liviogston,  R.  R.,  Secy,  of  foreign 
aifMri,  No.  of  SerronU,  4A5,  Ref o- 
lations  ofCongreM,  493, 506.  Bound- 

•  aries,  494.  Birfeh  of  Daaphin  of 
Franee,  644.  Holland  aeknoirledges 
indepcDdenoe,  632. 

Liringaton,    William,    Gov.    of  New 

. .  Jersey,  eruelty  of  the  Enemy,  81. 
Deeertere,  287,  feara  Enemy,   388, 

.  393.  Cartridges  Clinton  <feo.,  404. 
Letter,  411.  Movements  of  enemy, 
437.  Capture  of  a  Traitor  530,  531. 
Backs  Co.  Robbery,  608,  616,  617. 
Enemy  618,  passes,  619,  621,  622, 
623,  651. 

Loebry,  Col.  Archibald,  letters  to  and 
ft-om,  18,  28,51,  79,115,  246,  801, 
307,  336.  Clarke's  expedition,  332, 
836,  405.  Capture  and  death  of, 
468,  468. 

Long,  Andrew,  memorial,  762. 

Longhead,  James,  436. 

Loyalists,  Dr.  Franklin's  advice  re- 
specting, 668. 

Lnkens,  John,  elected  Surveyor  Gen. 
66.  Oomm.  to  run  Virginia  line,  20. 

Lnscrne,  Chevalier  de  la,  and  Mons. 
Holker,  charges,  180.  Birth  of  Dau- 
phin,  to,  honors  543,  544,  645,  547. 


MoCall,  Capt  William,  554. 

McCalla,  William.  Commissioner  of 
Backs  Co.  ill- treated,  199,  supplies, 
423. 

HoClean,  Alexander,  going  on  Gen. 
Clarke's  expedition,  352.  Boundary 
line,  358, 402,  563,  566,  585,  588,  772. 

He  Clean,  Arehibald,  appointed  a  oom- 
missloner  to  run  line  between  Vir- 
ginia, 20.  Alexander,  McClean,  his 
substitute,  20.  Commission  301, 
804,  Town  lands,  371. 

MoConn'^U,  M^jor  Matthew,  254,   346, 

.     371,  424. 

MoDowell,  John,  applies,  to  Rev.  Mr. 
Finley,  to  visit  western  frontiers, 
729. 

MeFarlane,  A.  55. 

Mcintosh,  Fort,  618. 

McKean,  Thomas,  C.  J.  letters,  42. 
elected  Pres.  of  Congress.  267.  J. 
Thomas,  persons  under  sentence  of 
death,  125.  Can  he  being  delegate 
t6  Congress  legally  act  as  Judge  of 
Supreme   Court  of  the  State?  163. 

.  proposes  a  pardon,  631.  Passport 
for  R.  Logan.  751.  Letter  of  French 
minister  on  Seamen,  734. 

McMillan.  Revd.  Mr.  572. 

.Maolay,  William,  641. 


Maeonle,  Creek,  attacks  of  Ludians 
396. 

Madison,  Rev.  James,  appointed  by 
Virginia,  Commissioner  to  ran  line, 
78,  233,  402,  419,  445. 

Magasine,  at  Lancaster  ansafe,  36. 
At  Wyoming,  166. 

Mail,  Robbery,  of  U.  S.  resolve  of  Con- 
gress on  letter  of  P.  M.  Genl.  560. 

Marbois,  Mons,  letter  on  desertion  of 
French  seamen,  734.  Storing  of  pow- 
der, 741. 

Marsh,   Col.  Joseph,  orders    to,   896. 

1^  flag  staff,  on  market  St.  hill  to  be 
repaired,  440. 

Marshall,  Col.  James,  dispnf-es.  Bound- 
ary, line,  Ac,  304^315-319,  367. 

Marshall,  Lt.  James,  militia,  192. 
oonduct  of  Penticodt,  193,  233,  317, 

'  343.  Affairs  in  Washington,  Co., 
843,  444,  484,  575. 

Marsteller,  Philip,  supplies  for  expedi- 
tion, 638,  641. 

Martin,  Henry,  intercession  for,  751. 

Martin,  John,  and  wife  murdered  and 
scalped  by  Indians,  658,  659. 

Maryland,  convention  prisoners,  5. 
Letters  of  Gov.  Lee,  12,  37.  Letter 
R.  Morris  to,  474.  Mason  A  Dixon's 
line,  549. 

Mason  A  Dixon's  line,  allowance  to 
Commissioners  for  extending,  4. 
Commissioners  to  extend,  78,  190, 
304,  519,  549. 

Mason,  Isaac,  ravages  of  Indian8,^238, 
303. 

Massachusetts,  letter  'from  Robert 
Morris  to,  474. 

Masts,  out  on  Schuylkill  for  French 
navy,  10,  181. 

Memorials  from  Col.  Proctor's  artillery, 
74.  Of  Col.  Butler's  regiment  of 
Artificers,  105.  Capt.  Thomas  Rob- 
inson, 228.  Of  Virginia  delegate!*, 
266.  Of  second  battallion,  429. 
Prisoners  in  Clarke's  expedition,  574. 
Overseers  of  poor  of  N.  L.,  739. 
Andrew  Long,  762. 

M')n  tges,  LL  Col.  P.,  sales  of  confis- 
cated estates  at  Reading,  216,  299. 

Mercer,  Col.  James,  commanding  a 
batallion  at  Lancaster,  654. 

Merchants  of  Philadelphia,  petition  on 
seisure  of  sugars,  534.  On  French 
seamen,  731. 

Mersereao,  Joshaa,  letter  to  Governor 
Livingston  on  a  supposed  British 
deserur,  287. 

Miles,  Col.  Samnel,  80  ,95,  150,  15.3, 
280,  324,  346,  357,  389,  482.  Shot 
and  shells  to  be  sent  to  head  of  Elk, 
432. 

MUitia,  7,  8,  30,  47,  52,  62,  65,  69,  71, 
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U9p  1S4,  u^  in,  sev3os,  209, 

21 U,  Slip  31&,  220,   221/226,  226, 
223,  2:^1,  241,  26S,  276»  288,  303, 

k  338,  US,  364,  3B2,  397,  400,  407, 
410,  41 »,  41»,  421,  429,  438,  434, 
4^7.  &14,  5av,  633.  Law,  diffieultiei, 
341,  332.     Fines,  186,  2O0.f 

Hiller,  Rer.  Peter,  appliee  in  behalf 
of  John  Rein,  27.  Intercedes  for 
John  Rein,  313.  Repij  to,  314. 
For  Menonista,  751. 

Hiralles,  Don  Jnan,  rent  of  honse  in 
Market  street  demanded,  196. 

Ifitobell,  Capt  Alexander,  proviaions, 
165.    Return  of  troops,  166. 

Holesworth,  James,  opinion  respecting 
his  estate,  659. 

Honk,  British  ship  of  war  General, 
captured  by  Hyder  Ally,  Capt 
Barney,  532.  Purchased  for  defence 
of  Delaware  rirer,  .  531.  Name 
changed,  680.  Captores  by  the 
Washington,  586.  To  be  sold,  621. 
Sale  of,  624. 

Hontgomery,  Wm.,  641. 

Moore,  James,  62. 

Moore,  Msj.  James,  286. 

Moore,  Capt.,  engagement  with  In- 
dians, 202. 

Moore,  William,  elected  President  of 
StaU,  447.  Term  expires  as  Presi- 
dent of  Council,  651. 

.Morarian  Indians,  Itindness  of,  161, 
Massacre  at  Mnaldngum^  622^  524, 
629. 

Morgan,  Col.,  17. 

Morgan,  Col.  Jikoob,  Jr.,  accounts,  127. 
Laads  of  proprietary,  231.  Letter 
to,  on  Indian  murders,  236.  Protl- 
sions,  326. 

Morris,  Got.,  308. 

Morris,  Robert,  submits  to  Congress  a 
plan  for  a  National  Bonk  of  North 
America,  172,  477.  Letters  to  and 
from,  244,  245,  250,  251,  263,  261, 
280,  281,  285,  286,  287,  291,  310, 
373,  376,  383,  387,  396,  397,  398, 
414j  416,  417,  418,  419,  435,  446, 
454,  474,  477,  481,  487,  488,  505. 
612,  513,  544,  636.  To  provide 
supplies,  262,  285.  Respecting, 
846.  Superintendent  of  finance, 
244,  254.  Tents,  386,  387.  His 
advice  requested  by  Pres.  Reed,  41 6. 
Writes  to  Stateo,  474.  Views  of 
Finances,  prospects  of  peace,  Ac, 
488-492.  Rerort  of  Committee  on, 
499.  Capt.  Van  Heer.  505.  Public 
acoounts,  513.  Appoints  agent  to  set- 
tle accounts  between  Pennsylrania 
and  United  Statea,  663.  President 
Dickinson  asks  state  of  revenue,  739. 
.Answer  to,  740. 


Morns,  Capt  Basrael,  troopi  ordtr«d 
out,  221,  416. 

Morrison,  Lt  of  Virginia  regiment  in 
pursuit  of  Indians,  200. 

Moultrie,  Brig.  Gen.  William,  stopped 
at  Billingsporty  asks  pass  to  (Aty, 
216. 

MoylAn.  CoL  Stephon's  reginunt  to 
guard  magasine  at  Lancaster,  7. 
His  dragoons  in  want  187,  139,  150. 
Affair  with  Guards  at  Lancaster,  157. 
Resolution  of  Congress,  209.  Lieu- 
tenants in  regiment,  821.  Leayes 
Lancaster,  267.    Troops,  762. 

Mud  Island,  Fort,  72,  330.  Chart  of 
river  near,  ment^ned,  256,  364. 

Muhlenberg,  F.  A..  60.  Speaker  of 
Assembly,  241. 

Mnncey,  Fort,  528. 

Murray,  Cot  James,  Indians  near,  657. 

Muskingum,  massacre  of  Moravian 
Indians  at,  623,  524,  525,  629. 

Mutiny  of  Pennsylvania  line,  188. 

Myers,  Godfrey,  Lieut,  prisoner  ex- 
changed, 389. 


Navy,  Continental,  the  TmmbnU  frlgato 
going  on  a  cruise,  96.  Letter  to 
Capt  Nicholson  on  manning,  239. 
Relating  to,  95,  100,  106,  239,  338. 
Ship  Gen.  Washington,  osptnres  by, 
686. 

NcTill,  Thomas,  respecting  State  honse 
steeple,  Philadelphia,  76,  288. 

New  Jersey,  letters  from  GoTemor 
Livingston,  82.  To  raiso  troops, 
894.  Sent io  Congress,  411.  Adyices 
of  enemy,  412.    [See  Got.  L.] 

New  London,  burned  by  Arnold,  401. 

Newport,  R.  L,  French  squadron  at, 
853,  854. 

Newtown,  B.  C,  return  of  ofBcers  and 
privates  in  artillery,  settled  with  at, 
30,  55.  Troops,  278,  291,  423,  437. 
Demand  for  liquor  by  soldiers,  437. 

New  York,  fear  of  fort  Schuyler  being 
abandoned,  123.  Invested  by  Gen. 
Washington,  301.  Papers  asked 
from,  629.  Number  of  prisoners  in 
prison-sbips  at,  667.  Supplies  for, 
674.  Copies  of  Records  obtained, 
730. 

Nicholson,  Capt  of  Trumbull  frigate, 
239. 

Nicholson,  John,  Letters,  48,  118, 
131,  154,  174,  212,  747,  749;  753. 
Instructions  to,  174.  Account,  216, 
243.  Expenses  of  office,  663.  Funds, 
664,  677,  678,  737,  738,  758. 

Nicola,   doL   Lewis,  plan  proposed  to 
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nndflr  militU  for  guards,  1 99 ;  lesTcs 
eilj — Rppoints  snooeBflor,  264. 

WmBT,  George,  meiaeore  at  Mnekingom* 
635. 

Verth  Amerioa,  Bank  of,  Beeolationf 
of  Oongrest  approving  eatabluhment 
of  at  a  national  bank,  172 ;  charter  of, 
in,  47r  ;  letter  to  T.  Willing,  496. 

VorthaDpton  Co.,  petition  from,  respect- 
ing defence  against  Indians,  40; 
distress  in,  106,  238;  murders  ky 
Indians,  107,  123,  158;  oonrention 
^prisoners  ordered  to,  227,  234 ;  trea- 
surer, 229 ;  plan  of  defence  against 
Indians,  238;  estimate  of  damages 
rostained  bj  the  Inhabitants  from 
the  British,  765. 

If orthnmberland  Co.,  condition  of,  208 ; 
magistrates,  229;  taxes,  381,  440; 
Indians  in,  392  ;  new  board  of  eom- 
iMSKoners,  440 ;  records,  440. 


Olleers,  depreeiaUos  of  pa7,s  8,  6,  13, 
77, 112, 133 ;  how  to  be  appiated,  27 ; 
retams  of  those  paid,  30 ;  pay  of  cap  - 
tire,  78 ;  of  OoL  Proctor's  artillery, 
and  a  memorial,  93,  142;  aooonnts 
of  oftcers  with  prisoners.  111 ;  names 
of  required,  128,  124;  AdjaUnt  and 
Inspootoff  General  required,  125 ; 
charges  against^  135 ;  respecting  sev- 
eral, 142,  143,  529;  of  Bedfbrd  Co., 
149 ;  resolations  of  Congress — con- 
federation and  petition  of  Penna. 
regiment  of  artillerj,  168 ;  letter  to 
fleld  oftcers  of  Westmoreland  Co., 
189 ;  of  Pbilada.  Co.  Light  Horse 
Co^  230;  in  Moylan's  regiment,  321 ; 

Setition  of,  327 ;  Col.  Stroud's,  268, 
39, 365;  of  land  of&oe,  409 ;  return  of 
non-commissioned  serving  in  Sonth- 
emi  army,  517;  returns  of  Pennsyl- 
vania line,  725 — 729. 

Qgden,  CoL,  of  Elisabeth  Town,  advises 
of  enen^,  412. 

Q^era—of  Gen.  8t  Clair,  60;  Lieut 
Cummins,  29 ;  ibr  books,  Ac,  of  land 
•ftee,  202;  to  Pres't  Quarter  Sessions, 
323 ;  to  officers  on  removal  of  records, 
412;  to  Andrew  Higgins,  413;  to 
wagon  masters^  420;  Lieatonants, 
425. 

Ordinanoo  of  Congress  reepeeting  eap- 
tore  and  oondemnation  of  prises,  43, 
478 ;  Bank  of  North  America,  471, 
47J,  478. 

Orth,  CoL  Adam,  186,  461,  654,  737. 

Osborne,  Henry,  Escheator  Gen'l,  341 ; 
illumination  of  city,  390;  on  Con- 
necticut claim,  563 ;  to  Gov.  Trum- 


bnll,'for  papers,  Ae.,  689,  642,  643, 
681,  682,  685,  686,  687,  730. 
Ostcr,  Mens.,  French    consul — sailors 
from  French  ships,  372.j 


Paper  money,  Wm.  Henry's  plan  to 
raise  valae  of,  171,  665. 

Parr,  Msjor  Wm.,  256,  263,  371. 

Pemberton,  John  and  Wm.  Matthews, 
on  a  religious  visit  to  Europe,  make 
their  intentions  known  to  President 
and  Coancil,  551. 

Penet,  Mens.  A.  P.,  discovery  of  a 
metal  and  mastic  for  ships'  bottoms, 
430. 

Pensions,  list  of,  688. 

Pennsylvania — allowsnee  to  Commis- 
sioners for  extending  Mason  A  Dix- 
on's line,  Ac,  4,  78,  161 ;  exhausted 
state  of  Treasury,  15;  comparison 
with  other  states  ss  to  snpplies,  16 ; 
commissioners  to  run  line  between 
Va.,  20 ;  rifles  requested  from  Board 
of  War,  26,  31;  commissioners  ap- 
pointed by  Va.,  78;  Board  of  War 
tender  muskets  to  the  state,  96;  state 
of  affairs,  130 ;  President's  letter  to 
General  Washington  respecting,  141 
— 149 ;  question  as  to  legality  of  trial 
before  Supreme  Court — Judge  being 
member  of  Congress,  163;  cannot 
comply  with  requisitions  of  Congress, 
187;  matiny  of  Pennsylvania  line, 
188;  proceedings  of  Penteoost  and 
Cannon,  193  ;  case  of  seizure  of  mer- 
chandiiein  Penna.  belonging  to  Va., 
to  pay  a  private  debt — oorrespond- 
enoe  with  delegates  in  Congress,  Ac, 
respecting,  260,  266,  271,  272,  274; 
corps  of  300  riflemen  to  be  raised, 
280 ;  La  Fayette  orders  troops  from, 
to  South  Carolina,  283;  accounts 
with  U.  S.,  288 ;  boundary  with  Va., 
233,  234,  301,  304,  315,  344,  352,356, 
402,  444,  506,  562,  607;  finances, 
810;  Gen.  Clarke's 'expedition,  857; 
James  Searle,  agent  to  Holland,  867 ; 
to  raise  3,000  men,  395,  897,  898; 
removal  ef  records,  413;  E.  Haiard 
applies  for  access  to  documents  for 
history,  449  ;  publishes  a  collection, 
447 ;  supplies  for  prisoners  in  N.  T., 
470;  and  Connecticut,  447,  510, 
526,  563,  568,  629;  WilUam 
Moore  elected  President,  and  J. 
Potter,  V.  P.,  447;  troops  at  Fort 
Pitt,  621 ;  instructions,  Ac,  to  oom- 
missiooert  on  boundary  with  Va., 
518,  533,  549,  562,  666,  585,  772 ; 
Pros.  Moore's  term  expires — John 
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Dickinson  elected  Preiident,  and 
James  Bwing,  Vice  President,  661; 
itftfce  of  the  paper  money,  665;  B. 
Stille,  of  R,  I.,  appointed  ag^t  to  settle 
Accounts  between  Penna.  and  U.  S., 
668;  Tarious  pupers— proceedings  at 
..Trenton  on  Connecticut  claim,  679 — 
724;  claim  stated,  700,  701,  710,  713; 
deeds  produced  at  Trenton,  715 — 724  ; 
Rev.  Mr.  James  Finley's  secret  expe- 
dition to  Western  counties,  72iO; 
eopies  of  records  of  Conn,  and  N.  T. 

I.'.obt^nedy  730;  proclamation  respect- 
ing decree  at  Trenton,  732. 

Pennsylvania  Line,  defection,  69,  143, 
147,  176,  188.  The  flower  of  the 
army,  143.  Causes  of  mutiny,  147. 
Mutiny,  188.  Soldiers  killed,  476. 
Returns  of  officers,  726-729.  State 
of,  747,  759. 

Pennsylvania  Rangers,  228. 

Pennsylvania  Regiment  of  Artillery, 
Claim  of,  Officers  under  Resolutions 
of  Congress,  168.     Troops,  return  of, 

.   at  Fort  Pitt,  621. 

Pentecost,  CoL  Dorsey,  seditions  con- 
duct of,  193,  233.    Depositions  re- 

■  ipecting,  672.  In  Oen.  Clarke's 
camp.  Virginia  Boundary,  state  of 
affairs,  J.  Marshall,  kc.,  316-^19, 640, 
641,  646,  666,  661.  Refutes  charges 
by  Breckenridge  against  him,  6t2. 

Perry,  Col.,  79,  331. 

Perry,  CoL  James,  purchases,  200.  Re- 
apecring  ravages  of  Indians,  240. 
Accounts,  247,  306. 

Peters,  Richard,  464. 

Petitions  of  Northampton  County,  40. 
Officers  of  Pennsylvania  Regiment  of 
Artillery,  168.  Of  Philadelphia  Co. 
Light  Horse,  230.  From  York, 
for  Clerk  of  Market,  266.  Of  non- 
commissioned Officers  of  8th  Penn- 
sylvania Regiment,  365.  Of  Richard 
Rundle,  443,  448.  Of  Owen  Jones, 
Jr.,  62 L  Wm.  Brown,  from  Cumber- 
land Co.,  522.  Of  Merchants  of 
Philadelphia,  534.  Of  prisoners  on 
Clarke's  expedition,  674.  Joshua 
Fisher  k  Sons,  644.  Prisoners  by 
Indians,  733.  Wikoff  <fe  Clark,  740. 
Israel  Doan,  759. 

Pettit,  Col.  Charles,  money,  129,  169. 

Petti t,  Daniel,  Collector  of  Bucks,  206. 
robbed.  459. 

Philadelphia,  estimate  of  taking  down 
State  house  steeple,  46,  283.  Reso- 
lution  of  Assembly  to  pull  down,  62. 
T.  Nevill  on,  7.6.     Wardens  on  sale 

.  of  lots,  101.  Prisoners  and  stores  in 
danger,  103.  Account  of  sales  of 
forfeited  esUtes,  106,  126.  Taxes, 
J 16,  139.     Removal  of  fence  from 


lot,  now  Qinrd  iqvare  ?  by  Wardevi, 
160.  Rent  of  house  in  Market  etreet 
demanded  of  Don  Juan  Mlrallei,  196. 
Plan  of  L.  Nicola  for  dispensing  with 
militia  as  guarda,  198.  Datiea  re- 
oeived  in,  206.  Light  Horse  Co. 
petition,  230.  Prisoners  for  oriminal 
oflfencea  in  jail  of,  249.  Lw  Nicola 
leaves,  names  Capt.  McConnel  in  his 
place,  264.  Cap.  Cooper  inspector  of 
barracks,  256,  424.  Quarters  sought 
forcitisonsof  S.  Carolina  and  Georgia 
in,  274,  281,  300,  809,  823,  894. 
Counterfeit  half  pence  discovered, 
279.  100  city  lots  to  be  laid  oiT  for 
sale,  299,  306,  422.  Barracks,  266, 
326,  424.  Taxes,  City  Lots,  829. 
Lead  spouts  taken  in  war  to  be  valued, 
366.  Reasons  for  deferring  illumi- 
nation, 390.  Removal  of  Records, 
413.  Light  Horse  to  be  ready,  416. 
Prisoners  from  York,  426.  Flag  staff 
on  Market  street  hill  to  be  repaired, 
preparatory  to  news  from  Comwallis, 
440.  News  of  capture  of  Comwallis 
reaches,  464.  Federal  Troops  ex- 
pected.— Barracks  to  be  put  in  order, 
466.  Criminals  in  jail,  469.  Bank 
North  AuMrica  chartered  by  Con- 

Sress,  471.  Taxea,  478.  Action  of 
en.  Monk  and  Hyder  Ally  \m  the 
Delaware,   629,  630.       Petition    of 

.  merchants  on  seiiure  of  sugars,  684. 
Guard  asked  for  priaonera  in  new 
jail,  649.  Debts  of  theatre,  proposal 
to  pay  off  by  a  lecture  on  beads,  67S. 

.  Prisoners  taken  in  Clarke's  expedi- 
txon  in  distress  in,  674.  laaao 
SnoWden  treasurer,  687.  MerebaDta 
addressed  by  Council  respeetlag 
French  seamen,  781.  Memorial  of 
Overseers  of  Poor  of  N.  L.,  respeeting 
Taxes,  739.  List  of  City  Lota  pur- 
chased, 748,  749. 

Philadelphia  Co.  Light  Horse  Co., 
petition,  230. 

Philips,  Gen.,  reported  junction  with 
Lord  Comwallis  in  Virginia,  173. 

Pickering,  Col.  Tim.,  262, 281, 889,  677. 

Pierry  James,  letter,  6?,  66. 

Piper,  Col.  John,  attacks  of  Indians 
near  his  house,  162,  664. 

Pitt,  Fort,  17,  37.  A  tory  paper  found 
in  a  powder  horn  near,  39.  Wash- 
ington's letter  respecting,  81.  Has 
never  wanted  flour,  143.  Gen. 
Irvine  ordered  to,  419,  433.  Bound- 
ary line,  taxes,  Ac,  575. 

Pixley,  Thomas,  at  Mud  Island,  366. 

Pomroy,  Col.,  house  attacked  by  In- 
dians, 61. 

Poor,  overseers  of  N.  Libertios,  menfo- 
rial,  739. 
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Porter,  eapt,  257. 
Porter.  Major  Andrew,  fi32. 
Poatletbwaite,   Cftpt.  Samuel,   lettera, 
Indian  murders,  192. 

Potter,  Gen.  Jamea,  state  of  frontiers. 
Indian  murders,  70.  Soldiers,  128. 
Recruits,  184.  Eleoted  Vice  President, 
447.     Expedition  declined,  640. 

Prisoner's  convention,  letters  to  Assem- 
bly on,  6,  6,  7,  24,  37,  38,  168,  203, 
84 1, 357, 5 1 5.  Plot  discovered  at  Lan- 
caster,  156.  In  Clarice's  expedition, 
memorial,  574.  Confined  for  crimi- 
nal offences  in  Philadelphia  jail,  249. 
In  prison  ships  at  New  York,  667. 

Prison  ships,  British,  at  14ew  York. 
Suffering  on  board,  756.  At  ^ew 
York,  number  of  prisoners,  667.  Let- 
ter of  Council  to  prisoners,  668.  De- 
scribed, 757,  763. 

Prisoners  of  War,  561.  In  prison  ships 
at  New  York,  number,  667.  Letter 
of  Council  to,  668.  Provisions  for, 
669,  674. 

Prises,  act  for  capture  and  condemna- 
tion of,  43. 

Proceedings  of  a  Qeneral  Court  Martial, 
361. 

Proelamation  respecting  counterfeits 
in  Philadelphia,  279.  Of  Congress 
for  a  Thanksgiving,  650.  Respecting 
the  money  ond  credit,  131.  For 
Thanksgiving  by  Congress,  victory 
over  Cornwallis,  443.  Respecting 
decree  at  Trenton,  733. 

Proctor,  CoL,  threats,  oomplaints  ag'st, 
11,  17, 120.     Resignation,  142,  511. 

Proprietazy  Lands^  in  Reading,  231, 
237. 

Province  Island  and  Mr/Holker,  298. 
Lots,  384,  385.    University,  A,  386. 

Provisiofis,  15,  16,  17,  53,  54,  55,  57, 
58,  66,  71,  73,  81,  83,  84,  99,  102, 
103,  111,  124,  137,  143,  151,  161, 
165,  167,  175,  186,  190,  201,  207, 
250,  262,  265,  277,  285,  290,  303, 
827,  345,  348,  357,  381,  399,  400, 
410,  411,  417,  .419,  423,  425,  459, 
470,  529,  744. 

Prudden,  T.,  and  A.  Caldwell,  480. 

Prussian  merchants,  eertifieates  in 
favor  of,  361. 


Quakers,  Representation  of,  for  not 
illuminating  houses,  450.  John  Pem- 
berton  and  Wm.  Matthews,  make 
known  thelrintentlonstogotoB'jrope 
on  a  religiouj  visits  651. 


Randolph,  Lieut.  Asher,  information 
of  Enemy,  436. 

Rea,  CoL  Samuel,  581.  Murders  by 
Indians,  107,  108,  158.     Militia,  74.3. 

Read,  James,  appointment  as  Register 
of  Court  of  Admiralty  of  Berks,  Co. 
191. 

Reading,  sales  of  confiscated  Estates 
at,  2 16.  Convention  prisoners  arrive 
at,  225,  230,  236,  289.  290.  Proprie- 
tary,  land,  231,  237.  Quarters  to 
Troops,  refused  at  299.  respecting, 
346,  347. 

Records,  removal  of,  412. 

Recruiting,  69,  136,  187,  191,  196,  221. 
Rendezvous  for,  484. 

Reed,  Pres.  Joseph,  (see  Supreme  Exe- 
cutive Council,)  replies  at  length  to 
Mons.  Holker,  175-184.  Reply  to 
Field  Ofllcers,  187,  Letters,  617. 
To  IL  Osbume,  on  Conneoticu  claim, 
563,  691.  Account  as  Counsel  in 
Connecticut  case,  738. 

Reichel,  John,  Frederick,  Moravian 
missionary  applies  for  passport,  265. 

Report  of  Committee  of  Congress,  on 
publio  debt,  85-93. 

Report,  of  Committee,  on  letter,  from 
Supcrintendant  of  finanoes,  499. 

Representation  of  Quakers,  for  not 
illuminating  houses,  450. 

Resolutions,  of  Assembly,  4,  6,  11,  22, 
53,  66,  68,  69,  202,  464,  476,  483, 
506,  509,  666,  754,  762.  Congress, 
73,  77,  109,  134,  152,  164,  168,  186, 
188,  209,  243,  273,  300,  309, 366, 383, 
391,  394,  411,  446,  450,  483,  484,  493, 
506,  548,  560,  582,  608,  645,  741,  766. 
Of  Council,  341.  House  of  DelegHtes 
of  Virginia,  562. 

Return  of  Non-Commissioned  officers, 
serving  in  southern  army»  617. 
Of  troAps  at  Fort  Pitt,  621. 

Rhode  Island,  letter  Robert  Morris  to, 
474.  Troops,  to  march  for  the  high- 
lands, 649.  B.  Stille  of,  appointed 
to  settle  aeoounts  of  Pennsylvania 
and  United  Sutes,  668. 

Rittenhouse,  David,  Treas.  on  paper 
Currency,  Ac,  117,  119,  229. 

Roach,  Cap.  Isaao,  sent  to  Capes  to 
watch  British  fleet,  80.  Instructions 
to,  96.  Vessels  seen,  112.  Tojretnm, 
189. 

Robberies,  in  Bucks  and  Chester  Co. 
459,  501,  507,  529. 

Roberts,  Joseph,  Petition  fur  pardon, 

745.  764. 
Robins.  Etekicl,  agent    for  relieving 
wants  of  prisoners  at  New  York,  676f 
677.    His  proceedings,  756. 
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Robioson,  Andrew,  Regiiter  of  Berks, 
death  of,  191. 

fiobioBon,  John,  depoeiiioii  respeoUng 
D.  Pentioost,  572. 

fiobinson,  Capt.  Thomas,  184,  238, 287, 
834,  893,  504,  528,  657,  659.  Memo- 
rial 228.     Murder  by  Indians,  659. 

Bogers,  Rer.  William,  respecting  pay 
as  chaplain,  3 

fkwMf  Col.  351. 

Rotfong,  Capt  860. 

Rosenoranie,  CoL  106. 

Bonpe,  CoL  349. 

Bundle,  Richard,  petiUon  of,  444,  448. 


8L  Clair,  Gen.  Anthony,  letters  to  and 

from,  27,  86,  61,  386 ;  respecting  de 

Lambert,  735,  752.   Resp.  142,  256. 
6alt  seised  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Wilcox, 

decision  ia  his  favor,  750. 
Sandnsky,  Expedition  to,  under  Col. 

Crawford,  366.    Failure  of,  556,  576, 

637,  649. 
0ohlo8ser,  George,  to  lay  off  city  lots, 

S99. 
Bohnyler,  Fort  fear  of  its    abandon* 

ment,  123. 
flehuylhlll  Rirer,  respecting  masts  eui 

for  French  Navy,  10,  84. 
8eott,   Hugh,  Ac,  court    house   and 

prison,  WashingUiD  Co.  771. 
Scott,  Thomas,  letters  to  and  from,  20, 

824,  355,  874,  488,  497,  646. 
Scott,  William,  Lt.  of  York  Co.,  arms 

in  Philada.,  228,  232,  302,  319,  341, 

850,  426,  455,  556,  633. 
Searle,  James,  Agent  to  Europe,  recall 

proposed,  reasons    against  62,  311. 

Object  of  mission,  311.  Coming  home, 

367,    520.      Loans,   565.     Death   of 

wife,    520.      Respecting    loans    in 

Europe,  589. 
Secretary  of  Commonwealth,  resolution 

of  Assembly,  respecting,  762. 
Seely,  Col.  404. 
Sergeant,  John  D.,  account  as  counsel 

against  Connecticut,  738. 
Serrants,  number  of  R.  R.  LiTingston, 

467. 
Shawanese  Indians,  247. 
Sbiel,  H.  N.,  Hog  Island,  520. 
Shrawder,  Cap.  Phil.,  349,  888.  Takes 

up  march  fVom  Guaddenhutten,  649. 

Soldiers  sick,  660.   Troops  at  Wyom- 
ing, 761. 
Simonde,  Capt,  120. 
8im9bury,^Conn.,  convention  'prisoners 

sent  to,  25. 
Small-poz  among  soldiers,  660. 
Smith,  CoL  Abraham,  203,  234,  400, 

614. 


Smith,  CoL  Robert,  Lt  of  Chester  Ce^ 
421,  434. 

Smith,  Lieut,  engagement  with  In- 
dians, 202. 

Smith,  George,  vespeeting  Hog  Island. 
42. 

Smith,  Jsmes,  pnrebases,  450. 

Smith,  Hon.  Thomas,  bills  of  oradit, 
186.    Troops  (Vom  Wyoming,  662. 

Smith's  fort,  522. 

Snotgrass,  coQeoter  in    Bucks 

robbed,  507. 

Snowden,  Isaac,  Trees.,  587. 

Snyder  Capt  John,  appointed  to  com- 
mand armed  schooner  for  defence  of 
the  Delaware,  672. 

Soldiers,  bounties  and  gratuities,  18. 

Solomons,  Capt  70. 

South    Carolina,    aecommodaiion     of 

Citizens  driven  from,  to  Phila.,  274, 

.281,300,309,323,324.     Position  of 

affairs  in,  283,  430.    Flags  of  truce 

firom,  338. 

Spouts,  leaden,  in  Phila.,  taken  dur- 
ing war,  to  be  appraised,  366. 

Sproat,  Major,  244. 

Standing  stone  account  of,  646. 

State  House  steeple,  estimated  oost  of 
taking  down,  46.  Resolution  of 
Assembly  to  pull  down  52.  T.  Nevill 
on  76. 

**  State  rights,"  case  of  between  Penn- 
sylvania  and  Virginia^  210,  266, 270, 
272. 

Sterret,  Samuel,  copies  of  acts  of  landc 
for  benefit  of  univenity  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, 676. 

Stevenson,  Jattiee,  account,  221. 

Stewart,  Charles,  letter  to,  from  Lord 
Steriing,  675. 

Stirling,  Lord,  recovering  fVom  sickness 
— wants  a  pipe  of  wine,  675;  oom- 
mission  to  examine,  694. 

Stokely,  Capt.  Thomas,  death  of,  in 
Gen.  Clarke's  expedition,  369,  458,* 
under  CoL  Loohry,  330, 338, 405,  406  ; 
Letters  to  and  from,  330,  446. 

Stroud,  CoL  Jacob,  108,  113,  250,  268; 
court  ;martial,  268,  339. 

Sullivan,  Genl. — expedition,  263. 

Sun  bury,  troops  at>  393 ;  supplies  for, 
411. 

Supreme  Court — legality  of  trial  and 
sentence  when  the  Judge  is  a  dele- 
gate to  Congress,  163. 

SOPRBMB    EXKCUTITB  COUITCTL. 

Admiralty,  Board,  94,  100,  106. 
Agnew,  John,  135.  Antes,  William, 
381.  Armstrong,  John,  Jr.,  650. 
Amdt,  John,  53,  109,  187.  Ashman, 
George,  152,  202.  Assembly,  6,  16, 
51,  61,  188,  197,  219,  221,  282,  241, 
248,  412,  447,  450, 463, 467,  5tl,  600, 
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SupRKVE  ExecnTivB  Council. 
510,  513,  620.  Atlee,  William,  170, 
203,  335,  -647,  596.  Auditors  of 
Bucks  county,  11,  13,  17,  29,  36,  47, 
67,  105,  113.  Auditors  of  Chester 
eounty,  12.  Auditors  of  Philadelphia 
county,  104.  Auditors  of  York 
county,  18. 

Bailey,  James,  160.  Baker,  Hilary, 
Jr.,  195.  Balliott,  Stephen,  649. 
Barclay,  Thomas,  563.  Beatty,John, 
121.  Diddle,  Clement,  129.  Blaine, 
Col.  Ephraim,  72.  Blair,  Rev.  Sam- 
uel, 110.  Board  of  War,  3,  8,  16, 
19,  28,26,  31,  57,  5S,  96  103.  Ill, 
150,  167,  186,  187,198,206.  290,  291, 
891,  526,  527.  Board  of  Wardens  of 
Philadelphia,  101.  Boys,  Capt.  Na- 
than, 176,  416.  Bradford  and  Uall, 
266.  Bradford,  Thomas,  338,  380. 
Bradford,  William,  Jr.,  Atty.  Gen., 
199,  266,  272,  407,  408,  515,  526. 
653,  576,  656,  659,  676,  690,  750, 
Brodhead,  Col.  Daniel,  39,  57,  161, 
865,  379.  Bryan,  V.  P.,  279.  288. 
289,  305,  309.  Butler,  Col.  Richard, 
561. 

Caldirell,  Samuel,  and  IT.  A.  Shiell, 
520.  Ciimpbell,  Capt«  Thomas,  435. 
Carrington,Lt.  Edward,  487.  Cessna, 
Capt.  Charles,  236,  467.  Christ, 
Henry,  81,  133,  196,  237,  347.  Cir- 
*  oulars,  226,  337,  387,  407,  426. 
Clarke,  Gen.  G.,  23, 137, 331.  Clarke, 
Walter,  381.  Cloypoole.  Capt.  A.  G., 
278,  378.  Coats,  Col.  William,  250, 
272,  325,  358,  377,  535.  Commls- 
sioners  on  Connecticut  claim,  624, 
683,  688,  689,  690,  692,  693.  Com- 
mi:)8ioner8  of  Cumberland  Co.,  736. 
Commissioners  for  defence  of  Dela- 
ware, 586,  618,  621,  625,  647,  672. 
Coromisjiioners  of  Northumberland, 
440.  Commissioners  of  Taxes,  Phila- 
delphia Co.,  116,  139,  .328,  478. 
Committee  of  Assembly,  14,  62,  415. 
Committee  of  Congress,  281.  Con- 
gress, 21,  43,  76.81,  83,  94,  102,  108, 
110,  112,  151,  162,  163, 194,  210,  242, 
252.  267,  273,  309,  395,  400,  416,  423, 
433,  441,  448,  463,  475,  479,  486,  518, 
523,  548,  560,  561,  757.  Congress, 
delegates  in,  103,  163,  306,  420,  768. 
Connecticut,  Gorernor  of.  629.  Cook, 
Col.  Edward,  629.  Cook,  William, 
410.  Cooper,  Leonard,  424.  Cooper, 
Ensign,  William,  750.  Counsel  in 
Connecticut  claim,  526.  Craig,  CapL 
Isaac,  497.  Craig,  Capt.  Thomas, 
503.  Cummings,  J.  R.,  Major,  20, 
24.  Cummins,  Lieut.,  28.  Cunning- 
bam,  Hon.  James.  495. 
Dalley.  GiiTord,  274.  De  Barras, 
Vol.    IX.— o4. 


Supreme  ExEcuxmB  Council. 
Monsieur,  353^,  354.  Delegates  in 
Congress,  103,  163,  306.  Delegates 
of  Virginia  in  Congress,  260,  266, 
271,  274.  Depui,  Nicholas,  Ac,  105, 
113.  Dickinson,  Gov.  John,  Dela- 
ware, 494.  Dickinson,  Pres.  John, 
731,  734.  Donnahil,  John,  671. 
Dougherty,  Bernard,  467,  539,  543, 
546,  553,  557^619.  Dove,  R,  625. 
Dubois,  Abraham,  47,  67.  Duffield, 
Rev.  George,  493.  Duncan,  David, 
17,  97,  200,  305,  380.  Da  Portail, 
Br.  Gen.,  210. 

Eckhert,  Lt.  Valentine,  225,  230. 
Edwards.  M^jor,  75. 
Field  officers,  187.  Forest,  Lt.  Col., 
T.,  231.  Fowler,  Alex.,  114. 
Gloningcr,  John,  654.  Goforth, 
William,  47,  67.  Gordon,  Major 
James,  673.  Governor  of  Maryland, 
12,  37. 

Hall,  Charles,  294,  321.  Hambrigbt, 
Col.  John,  330.  Hammel,  William, 
330.  Hannum,  John,  753.  Harrison, 
Gov.  Bei^amin,  513,  533,  549,  562, 
607.  Hart,  John,  54,  128,  291,  338, 
376.  Hart  Joseph,  507.  Hayes, 
Christopher,  141,  300,  354,  368,  404, 
637.  Hazard,  Ebenczer,  449.  Hazel- 
wood,  John,  38,  1.33.  Hazen,  Col. 
Moses,  643.  Henry,  John,  573. 
Henry,  William,  7,  154,  171,  205, 
476.  Higgins,  Andrew,  413.  Holker, 
Monsieur,  (F.  C.,)  9,  31,  45,  153,  175, 
342,  353,  35-4.  Hopkioson,  Francis, 
555,  567,  577,  631,  672.  Howe, 
Maj.  Gen.,  462.  Hubley,  Col.  Adam, 
8,  65,  156,  1.9.  211,  218,  224,231, 
234,  252.  268,  278,  292,  295,  351,  360, 
364,  417,  422,  456.  465,  406.  Huff- 
nagle,  Michael,  410,  511,  506. 
Hughes,  Capt.  John.  533.  Hunter, 
Col.  Samuel,  503,  528,  657. 
Irvine,  Gen.  William,  83,  240,  285, 
345.  373.  458,  468,  515,  525,  552,  575, 
595,  630,  635.  648,  724. 
Jefferson,  Thos.,  Governor  of  Vir- 
ginia, 78,  160,  189.  Johnson,  Dr. 
Robert,  457.  Johnston,  Col.  Francis, 
263,  327.  Jones,  N.,  677.  Judges 
of  Supreme  Court,  034.  Justices  of 
Gloucester,  544. 

Keith,  Sarah,  501.  Kennedy,  D., 
263,  363. 

Lee,  Thomas  S.,  12,  37.  Levan, 
Daniel,  38.  Levers,  Robert,  227, 
257,  268,  275,  321,  339,  348,  377,  426, 

403,  578,  742.  Lewis,  Cul.,  421. 
Livingston,  Hon.  R.  R.,  493,  50«^, 
544.  545,  633.  Livingston.  William, 
Governor  Now  Jersey,  82,  388,  393, 

404,  437,  530,  531,  603,  617, 618,  621^ 
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BupREins  ExEcnnTE  Council. 
622,  623,  651.  Locbrey,  Col.  ArchU 
bald,  18,  28,  70,  115,  246,  307.  333. 
Loughead,  James,  436.  Lakcns, 
John,  61.  Lux,  George,  45.  Luzerne, 
Chevalier  de  la,  542. 
McCalla,  William,  136,  423.  Maclaj, 
M'illiam,  640.  McCIoan,  Alexander, 
664,  585,  5S8,  772.  MoClean,  Arch'd, 
69,  352,  359,  370,  402.  McConnel, 
Mnjor  Matthew,  327,  371,  424.  Mo 
Dovroll,  John,  729.  McKean,  Thos., 
C.  J.,  42,  125,  751.  Marboia,  Mons., 
741.  Marsh,  Col.  Joseph,  396,  440. 
Marshal,  James,  193,  233,  304.  313, 
867,  444,  485.  Marsteller,  Philip, 
639.  Mason,  Isaac,  238, 303.  Mentge^, 
LU  Col.  P..  216,  2i;9.  Merchants  of 
Philadelphia,  731.  Miles,  Col.  Sam- 
uel, 80,  95,  127,  150,  153,  280,  324, 
846,  357,  432.  Miller,  Rev.  Peter, 
27,  313,  314,  751.  Minister  of  France, 
642.  Mlrallos,  Don  Juan,  196. 
Mitohell,  Alexander,  165, 166.  Mont- 
gomery, William,  641.  Moore,  James, 

-  62.  Morgan,  CoL  Jacob,  Jr.,  127, 
826.  Morris,  Goref  neur,  808.  Morris, 
Robert,  244,  245,  250,  251,  262,  264, 
280,  281,  286,  287,  291,  308,  diO,  376, 
883,  387,  396,  397,  398,  414, 416, 417, 
418,  419,  435,  446,  474,  477,  481,  487, 
488,  505,  512,  513,  544,  637,  668,  739, 
740.  Morris,  Capt.  Samuel,  221,  414. 
Moultrie,  Brig.  Gen.,  215.  Moylan, 
Col.  Stephen,  267,  321.  Muhlenberg, 
F.  A.,  60. 

Kevin,  Thomas,  76,  283.  New  York, 
Governor  of,  629.  Nicholson,  Capt., 
239.  Nicholson,  John,  49,  118,  131. 
154,  174.  212,  216,  243,  663,  664,  677, 
678,  737,  738,  747.  Nicola,  Col, 
Lewis,  198,  254. 

Officers  on  removal  of  Records,  412. 
Officers  of  land  office,  409.  Orth, 
Adam,  188,  460,  737.  Osborne,  H., 
252,  341,  390,  683,  689,  730.  Oster, 
French  V.  C,  372. 
Pemberton,  Jno.  and  Wm.  Matthews, 
651.  Penet,  A.  P.,  430.  Pentecost, 
Dorsey,  315,  540,  541,  545,  556,  661. 
Perry,  James,  240.  Peters,  Richard, 
454.  Pettit,  Col.  Charles,  129,  159. 
Pickering,  Timothy,  389, 577.  Porter, 
Andrew,  327,  632.  Postlethwaite, 
Samuel,  192.  Potter,  Gen.  James, 
70,  184,  641.  President  of  Quarter 
Sessions,  323.  Prisoners  in  prison 
■hips,  663.  Prudden,  T.,  and  A. 
Caldwell,  480. 

Rea,  Col.  Samuel,  107,  158.  Road, 
James,  191.  Reed,  Joseph,  517,  526. 
Reichel,  John  Frederick,  265.  Rit- 
tonhoose,  David,  117,119, 229.  Roach, 
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Isaac,  96,  1 12.  Roberts,  Joseph,  745. 
Robins,  Ezekiel,  674,  677,  756. 
Robinson,  Thomas,  208,  237,  334, 
392,  659.  Rogers,  Rev.,  William,  3. 
St.  Clair,  Gen.,  Anthony,  27,  36, 
386,  735.  Scott,  Hugh,  Ac,  771. 
Soott,  Thomas,  20,  324,  354,  374, 
438,  496,  646.  Soott,  Lieut.  William, 
228,  232,  302,  319.  341,  350,  455, 
556,  632.  Searle.  Hon.,  James,  519, 
589,   591.     Secretary,   at  War,  483, 

549,  757.  Shrawder,  Capt.,  Philip, 
761.  Smith,  Col.  Abraham,  234,400, 
514.  Smith  George,  42.  Smith 
James,  459.  Smith,  Lieut  Col., 
Robert,  421,  434.  Smith,  Hon., 
Thomas,  652.  Sterrett,  Samuel,  676. 
Stokely,  Capt.,  Thomas,  330.  406. 
Thome,  John,  1 1 8.  Treasury,  Board, 
226,  229.  Van  Campen,  John,  106, 
128,  522.  Van,  Staphorst,  N.  A  J. 
591,  593.  Waggon,  Masters,  421. 
Wall,  George,  Jr.,  628.  Washington, 
Co.,  Inhabitants  of,  355.  Washing- 
ton, Gen.  George,  54,  93,  102,  120, 
141,  195,  197,  207,  242,  254,  284,  293, 
320,  481,  485,  486,  501,  505,  509,536, 

550,  626,  642,  653,  656,  661,  674. 
Wayne,  Gen.  Anthony,  15,  74,  123, 
124,  137,  155,  173,283,  359,  366,430. 
Weiss,  Lewis,  298.  Willing,  Thomas, 
496.  Wilson  James,  <bc.,  526.  Wirtx, 
Christian,  379.  Wood,  CoL  James, 
236,  262,  276,  289,  328,  357,  382. 
Wylio,  Capt.  Thomas,  191,  665. 
Zantzinger,  Paul,  282. 

Surgeons  for  the  army,  238. 

Surveyor  Gen.,  John  Lukens  elected,  66. 


T. 

Talbert,  Major,  135. 

Tarlton,  Col.,  advances  towards  South 
Carolina,  283. 

Taxes,  grain  to  be  received  for,  16,  53, 
59  ;  heavy  amounts  outstanding,  82 ; 
in  Philada.  Co.,  116,  I39j  ought  to  be 
in  specie,  171,  233. 

Taylor,  Frederick,  Collector  of  Chester 
Co.,  robbed,  459. 

Taylor,  Silas,  deposition— respecting 
Wyoming,  622. 

Tenbrook,  Dereck  Wasscl,  appointed 
Ensign,  529. 

Tents,  proposals  of  R.  Morris  for,  386, 
387. 

Thanksgiving,  proclamation  of  Con- 
gress for,   411,443,  518,  650. 

Theatre,  Philada. — petition  for  a  lec- 
ture on  heads,  to  pay  off  debta  of, 
573. 
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Thome,  John,  118. 
Thompsen,  Col.  James,  228. 
Treasury,  Board..  226,  229. 
Treasury  of   Bucks   Co.  robbed,  609; 

Judges  adyise  some  pardons,  634. 
Trenton,  troops  at,  18,  82 ;  proyisions 

at,  113. 
Trumbull,  frigate,  going  on  a  emiae, 

95,  100,  106,  239;  in  the  Del.,  338. 
Trumbull,  Jonathan,    Got.   of  Conn., 

— papers  requested,  639,  642. 


United  States,  independence  acknowl- 
edged by  Holland,  633. 

UnlTersity  of  Penna. — fund  arising 
from  ssJes  of  estates,  for  the  charity 
schools,  385 ;  sale  of  confiscated  es- 
Utes,  461,  676. 


Yan  Campen,  John,  distress  of  Inhabi- 
tanto,  106,  123,  522;  sick  soldiers, 
660;  Connecticut  claim,  693. 

Yan  Ueer,  troop  of  Murechaose,  486, 
505,  506. 

Yan  Horn,  Capt,  800. 

Yao  8taphorst,  N.  and  J.,  on  Datoh 
loans,  564 ;  loans,  591. 

Yenander,  George,  529. 

Yessels,  substitute  for  copper  difoor- 
ered,  for  sheathing  of,  431. 

Yickers,  Jesse,  robbery  of  Traatttry  of 
Bucks  Co.,  confession,  609. 

Yickers,  BoL,  confession,  respeotiag 
robbery,  614,  615. 

Yirginia,  Convention  prisoners,  5,  25. 
Line  between  Pennsylvania  Com- 
missioners, 20, 78. 189, 301.  Rev.  Jas. 
Madison  and  Rer.  Robert  Andrews, 
Commissioners  to  extend  Mason  A 
Dixon's  line,  78,  233,  234.  lostra- 
ments  required,  78.  Gov.  Jefferson's 
letters,  78,  160.  Reported  junction 
of  Lo.-d  Comwallis  and  Gen.  Philips 
in,  172.  Proceedings  of  Penticost 
and  Cannon,  193.  Lt  Morrison  of 
9th  Virginia  regiment  in  search  of 
Indians,  201.  Movements  of  enemy 
in,  210.  Delegates  of,  in  Congress 
on  seizure  of  merchandise  belonging 
to  State  for  a  private  debt,  letters 
respecting,  260,  266,  271,  272,  274. 
Troops  ordered  to  South  Carolina  by 
Fayette,  283.  Boundary  with  Penn- 
sylvania,  233,  234,  301,  304,  315, 
844,  352,  356,  374,  402,  439,  445. 
Position  of  Lord  Comwallis  in,  301, 
337.    Gen.  Clarke's  expedition,  325, 


343,  352,  855,  856.  561.  Boundary 
line,  468,  506,  518,  519,  533,  562, 
566,  585,  607,  772.  Letters  of  Gov. 
Harrison,  518,  5:^3,  549.  Resolution 
of  House  of  Delegates,  562. 


Wagons,  153,  160,  357,  412,  420. 

Wall,  George,  Jr.,  oiBcers  resigned  and 
appointed,  529.    Doan's  esUte,  628. 

War,  Secretary  at,  483,  626. 

Wardens  of  Philadelphia  on  sale  of 
lots,  101,  126.  Removal  of  fence, 
150. 

Warminster,  Collector  o^  robbed,  508. 

Washington  county,  letter  of  Dorsey 
Pentecost  respecting,  315,  540,  541. 
Gen.  Clarke's  expedition,  325,  343, 
354.  Affairs  in,  343,  355,  367,  405, 
484.  Inbabitanto  of,  letter,  356. 
Election  of  Justices,  405,  496. 
SUto  of  parties,  438,  444.  Letter 
Capt.  Hughes,  533.  Expedition  to 
Sandusky,  556.  Bute  of  affairs,  564, 
646,  666.  Site  for  Court  house  and 
prison  seleoted,  772. 

Washington,  Gen.  Geo.,  letters  to  and 
from,  39,  54,  66,  75,  84,  98,  102,  111, 
120,  124, 141, 195,  197, 207,  242,^255, 
284,  293,  320,  481,  485, 486,  501, 505, 
509,  513,  536,  550,  626,  642, 653,  656, 
661.  To  Gen.  Wayne  on  critical 
situation  of  Southern  affairs,  66. 
FronUers,  75.  Respecting  Fort  Pitt, 
81,  102.  Want  of  provisions,  84, 
124.  Respecting  officers, '98.  Be- 
moval  of  stores  from  Delaware,  101. 
Fears  Fort  Schuyler  will  be  aban- 
doned, provisions,  army,  123.  Artil- 
lery officers  of  Col.  Proctor's  regi- 
ment, 141.  Requisition  of  troops, 
195,  197.  Confinement  of  prisoners, 
205.  Militia,  prospects  of,  207. 
Provisions,  207.  Riflemen  wanted, 
242.  Robert  Morris  appointed  to 
procure  supplies,  254.  Appoints 
places  of  deposit,  262.  Supplies, 
promotions,  want  of  troops  at  King's 
bridge,  285.  Encouragement  from 
Pres.  Reed,  293.  Invests  New  York, 
301.  Rifle  corps,  320.  operations, 
387.  Finances,  481,  485.  CapUin 
Van  Heer's  troops,  486,  505.  Future 
operations,  509,  513.  Views  and 
prospect  of  affairs,  536-539.  Recruits, 
550.  Indians,  626,  642.  Withdrawal 
of  Troops  from  Wyoming,  652.  653, 
656,  658.  PMses,  661.  Declines 
expedition  .  against  Indians,  640, 
642.  Appoints  Dobbs'  ferry  as 
rendesvous  for  persons  having  pasMS, 
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661.     PMfpori   reqaeftod   of,   and 
granted  bjr   Sir  Ooy  Carltoo,  074. 

WMhingloD,  ship,  (aliaa  Monk,)  eap- 
tartsby,  586.  To  bo  lold,  021.  Sale, 
624,  625. 

Wayne,  Oen.  Anthony,  letters  to  and 
ft-om,  16,  66,  74,  123,  124,  137,  138, 
139,  148,  150, 155,  173,  283,  358,  366, 
430.  Destined  for  Torktown,  74, 359. 
Respecting,  142,  148, 154,  155.  Goes 
to  meet  Coniwallls,  359. 

Weiss,  L.,  respeoting  Mr.  Holker  and 
ProTince  Island,  298.  Masssora  of 
MoraTian  Indians  at  Moskiognm, 
523. 

Westmoreland  Co.,  David  Danoan, 
appointed  Commissioner  of  pnrohates, 
17.  Militia,  18,  28, 57.  Ool.  Lochry 
commands,  18,  28.  New  County 
proposed  ont  of,  36.  A  prothonotary 
reoommended,  86.  Provisions,  55. 
Blockhouse  or  Magasine,  built  by 
CoU  Lochry,  80,  115.  Letter  to 
officers  of,  189.  Pentecost  and  Can- 
non, 198.  Claims  for  land,  263. 
Disputes  in,  300,  596.  Sta^  of,  666. 
Gen.  Clarke's,  expedition, inquires  in- 
to, 325, 332, 344, 355.  State  of  money, 
troops,  Ac,  331.  Disputes  on  Vir- 
£^nia  boundary,  344,  439.  Lieut 
for,  854,  356.  Respecting  lands  in, 
409.  Militia,  410.  Affairs  in,  468, 
611.  Minutes  of  a  meeting  in,  for 
defence  of  oounty,  559.  Memorial 
of  prisoners  in  Clarke's  expedition, 
574.  Condition  of,  2.  Counties,  637. 
RooeiTe^  Mr.  Finley's  mission  to,  730. 
New  State  proposed,  730.  Troops, 
750. 

White  plains.  Col.  Green,  surprised  and 
killed  at,  by  De  Laney,  155. 

White,  Cap.  Robert,  a  traitor  captured 
in  a  cutter,  by  Cap.  Hylars,  580, 
631. 

Wilcox,  John,  salt  decision  in  favor 
of,  750 

Williamson,  Cap.  Ralph,  collector  in 
Bucks  Co.,  robbed,  508. 


Willing,  Capt  exchange  of.  111. 

Willing,  Thomas,  Pres.  of  Bank  North 
America,  496. 

Wilis,  mills,  108. 

Wirts,  M^or,  226,  229,  379. 

Wood,  CoL  James,  letters  to  respecting 
desertions  of  Conrention  prisoners, 
25,  225,  328,  857.  Militia,  Law, 
382.  Letters,  262,  276,  345.  Re* 
moral  of  Convention  prisoners,  203, 
225,236,  2ff2,289. 

Wykoff,  W.  A  L.  Clarke,  740. 

Wyandotts,  Indians,  247. 

Wylie,  Cap.  Thomas,  recruits,  191.  A 
return  o^  Pennsylvania  Corps  of 
Artillery  artificers,  665. 

Wyoming,  return  of  rations  to  troops  at, 
under  Col.  Zebulon  Butler,  166.  Fort 
and  magasine  at,  166.  Stor<)B  at, 
167.  Silas  Taylor's  deposition. 
Zebulon  Butler,  622.  Withdrawal  of 
troops  fVom,  662.  Attacks  of  savages. 
657.  Resolutions  of  Assembly,  754, 
Troops  at,  761. 


T. 

York  Co.,  conrention  prisoners,  5,  232, 

234,  236,  319,  387,341,845,  350,426. 

Auditors  of,  18.    Troops  ordered  to, 

60.    Sales  of  forfeited  estates  in,  105. 

Clerk  of  Market,  256.     Troops  for, 

346.     Light  Uorse,  455. 
Tork,  Duke  of,  release  from,  694. 
Tork  Town,  Gkn.  Wayne  destined  for, 

74. 
Young,  Capt.  James,  pursues  Indians, 

202. 


Zantsinger,  Paul,  respecting  convention 

troops  at  Lancaster,  282. 
Zeisberger,  David,  57. 
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